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HRW Report: No Accountability
for Police Violence in Armenia

BERLIN — The Armenian gov-
ernment failed to ensure meaningful
and credible accountability for law
enforcement officials responsible for
excessive and disproportionate force
against peaceful protesters, Human
Rights Watch said today in its World
Report 2017.

In July 2016, the authorities used
excessive force against peaceful pro-
testers and assaulted journalists report-
ing on demonstrations in the capital,
Yerevan. Authorities arbitrarily detained
dozens of protest leaders and partici-
pants, pressing unjustified criminal
charges against them and denying some
of them basic rights of detainees.

“Six months later, we are still
waiting for accountability for abuses
committed by law enforcement during
Yerevan’s July protests,” said Giorgi

Gogia, South Caucasus director at
Human Rights Watch. “Authorities
were swift to prosecute numerous pro-
testers, but have not credibly investi-
gated, much less prosecuted, abusive
police officials with the same rigor.”

In the 687-page World Report,
its 27th edition, Human Rights Watch
reviews human rights practices in more
than 90 countries. In his introductory
essay, Executive Director Kenneth Roth
writes that a new generation of au-
thoritarian populists seeks to overturn
the concept of human rights protec-
tions, treating rights as an impediment
to the majority will. For those who feel
left behind by the global economy and
increasingly fear violent crime, civil
society groups, the media, and the

Continued on page 3

Lavrov: Lack of Consensus on Investigation
Mechanism in Karabakh Conflict Zone

MOSCOW -- The agreements on
the implementation of the mechanism
of investiagyion of border incidents
and the expansion of the OSCE moni-
toring mission in the Karabakh conflict
zone have not been called to life be-
cause of the lack of consensus within
the OSCE, Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov told a press conference
today, TASS reports.

The Foreign Minister reminded
that “considering the mutual accusa-
tions of Armenia and Azerbaijan after
the aggravation of the conflict in April
it was decided to create an investiga-
tion mechanism and increase the num-
ber ofthe OSCE monitors immediately
along the line of contact.

He voiced regret over the lack of
consensus on the implementation of
the decision and said that for the rea-
sons behind its absence, “one should
ask representatives of the OSCE.”

“There is a whole set of solutions
on the Nagorno Karabakh conflict,”
Lavrov said. He reminded about the
OSCE Security Council resolutions
demanding to cease fire and said that
the requirement to return the territo-

ries surrounding Nagorno Karabakh
remain in place, but “never by force
and only in case of determination of
the final status of Nagorno Karabakh.”

The Russian Foreign Minister said
“all this is enshrined in numerous deci-
sions of the OSCE Minsk Group, also
as statements and decisions signed by
the Presidents of Armenia and
Azerbaijan.”

Lavrov said that “the bloody
events of April 2016 cause serious
concern” and reminded that “Russia
played akey role in stopping the blood-
shed at the time.”

MP Garo Paylan Banned from Turkey's
Parliament After Genocide Remarks

ANKARA -- Garo Paylan,
Istanbul-Armenian member of parlia-
ment was temporarily banned from
Turkey's National Assembly after he
used the term genocide to describe the
deaths of Armenians at the hands of
the Ottoman Empire a century ago,
officials said on Saturday.

Paylan, a lawmaker belonging to
the pro-minority Peoples' Democratic
Party (HDP), said during a constitu-
tional reform debate that Armenians
had at one time made up 40 per cent of
the Turkish population and now only
constituted 0.1 per cent.

"Obviously, something has hap-
pened to us, and I call it a genocide,"
Paylan said.

"The Armenian people know very
well what happened to them. I know
very well what happened to my grand-
parents," he added.

Paylan said four communities had
been lost and “driven from these lands
in large massacres (and) genocides,”
referring to Armenians, Assyrians,
Greeks and Jews, according to Anadolu
Agency.

Videos showed lawmakers from
the the ruling Justice and Development
Party (AKP)angrily interrupting Paylan’s
speech. They called for Paylan's expul-
sion from the assembly, claiming he had
"insulted the Turkish nation".

In the end, Paylan has been
banned for three full sessions before

he was allowed to return to his parlia-
mentary seat.

Paylan’s comments came after a
vicious fight broke out in parliament
on Thursday as lawmakers voted on
parts of the 18-article constitution bill
which — if passed — will be put to a
referendum at the end of March or
early April.

Paylan "I will not stop saying
what I believe in"

MP Garo Paylan is planning to
appeal to the Constitutional court over
the ban, Armenpress reports.

“I have repeatedly talked about
the Armenian Genocide, [ have brought
the issue of the Genocide and facing
with it to the agenda. The ruling “Jus-
tice and Development” party entered
into a coalition with the nationalists
over the constitutional changes. Yes-
terday evening I said that it is neces-
sary to confront the genocide in order
to prevent the same mistake to happen
now”, he said.

Paylan said he was removed from
taking part in the three parliamentary
sessions. “The AKP set such a punish-
ment, although it doesn’t exist in the
parliament’s rules of procedure. [ was
punished illegally”, he said.

He said due to the nationalist
atmosphere existing in Turkey, the
freedoms are more restricted, and if

Continued on page4

NKR to Hold Referendum on
New Constitution

TEPANAKERT (Armradio) —
The NKR National Assembly voted 20
to 7 with one abstention today to ap-
prove the President’s proposal to put
the draft Constitution of the Artsakh
Republic on a referendum.

“All ofus are interested in having
a better Constitution,” National As-
sembly Speaker Ashot Ghulyan said
addressing the lawmakers.

“We already have certain tra-
ditions in the sphere and this matu-

rity should become visible, when
adopting the Constitutionin 2017,”
he said.

President’s representative Ararat
Danielyan presented the main changes
to the draft Constitution. Allin all, 184
proposals had been submitted by fac-
tions and MPs, of which 30 were
adopted. Another 13 offers were
adopted partially, while the other 154
proposals were turned down due to
different reasons.
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OSCE/ODIHR Mission to Observe
Armenia’s Parliamentary Elections

YEREVAN --Election experts from
the Organization for Security and Coop-
eration in Europe (OSCE) have formally
asked the pan-European body to monitor
Armenia’supcoming parliamentary elec-
tions after meeting with Armenian gov-
ernment officials, opposition politicians
and civil society members.

The OSCE’s election-monitoring
arm, the Office for Democratic Institu-
tions and Human Rights (ODIHR), sent
a“needs assessmentmission” to Yerevan
in late November in anticipation of an
official Armenian invitation to observe
the vote scheduled for April 2.

The ODIHR team met with senior
officials from President Serzh Sarkisian’s
staff, the Armenian ministries of justice
and foreign affairs and the Central Elec-
tion Commission as well as leaders of
major Armenian political parties and civic
activists before releasing a report on
December 12.

“AllOSCE/ODIHR NAM (needs
assessment mission) interlocutors un-
derscored the need for a large-scale
OSCE/ODIHR election observation
mission,” reads the report.

“Based on the findings of this
report, the OSCE/ODIHR NAM rec-
ommends the deployment of an Elec-
tion Observation Mission for the 2
April parliamentary elections, contin-
gent upon the receipt of an official
invitation from the Armenian authori-
ties,” it says.

The ODIHR team specifically
requested the deployment of 250 short-
term and 24 long-term OSCE observ-
ers “in addition to a core team of
experts.”

The OSCE has monitored the
previous Armenian parliamentary and
presidential elections with a similar
number of mostly Western monitors.
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Their findings were central to the in-
ternational legitimacy of those polls
marred by opposition allegations of
serious fraud.

The ODIHR report notes that the
upcoming elections will be held under
a new Armenian Electoral Code con-
taining anti-fraud provisions that have
long been demanded by the Armenian
opposition. “Most OSCE/ODIHR NAM
interlocutors largely welcomed the le-
gal amendments, viewing it as a posi-
tive development in building public
confidence ahead of the elections,” it
says.

But, it cautions, they also voiced
“a lack of confidence in the election
administration’s impartiality and abil-
ity to efficiently administer new pro-
cedures.” Many of them, presumably
opposition groups, criticized a new
complicated system of proportional
representation whereby Armenians will
be voting not only for political parties
but also concrete individuals affiliated
with them.

“In addition, some opposition
parties and civil society groups ex-
pressed concerns that the open lists at
the district level could potentially ex-
acerbate the abuse of state resources
and vote-buying at the local level,”
added the ODIHR mission.

Gagik Tsarukian Announces Political Comeback
Will Form a “Broad Coalition”

YEREVAN (RFE/RL)— Ending
months of speculation, businessman
Gagik Tsarukian announced on Tues-
day his return to active politics, which
is expected to have a major impact on
the results of Armenia’s forthcoming
parliamentary elections.

“Considering internal and external
challenges facing our country and public
demand for my return to politics, I
declare thatIam opening the closed page
of my political activities and will partici-
pate in the 2017 parliamentary elections
by forming a broad-based alliance,”
Tsarukian said in a speech broadcast by
his Kentron TV station.

The founder of the Prosperous
Armenia Party (BHK), the second larg-
est parliamentary force, described the
socioeconomic situation in Armenia as
the main reason for his political come-
back. “I would have refrained from
participating in political processes if |
had seen and been sure that the coun-
try is on the right track, that its economy
is developing, that the welfare of its
people is increasing,” he said.

But while deploring a “constant
rise in poverty,” the tycoon did not
criticize the Armenian government’s
economic policies.

Tsarukian was forced to resign

as BHK chairman and retire from poli-
tics in early 2015 after unsuccessfully
attempting to thwart President Serzh
Sarkisian’s controversial constitutional
reform jointly with other, established
opposition groups.

Sarkisian and Tsarukian publicly
traded insults during their bitter row.
But they apparently made peace after
Tsarukian’s exit, with Sarkisian re-
peatedly attending the inauguration of
new businesses set up by the tycoon.

The BHK s current leaders began
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Opposition Activist Gevorg Safarian
Jailed For 2 Years

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- A court
in Yerevan on Monday sentenced an
opposition activist to two years in
prison on what he considers trumped-
up charges of assaulting a police of-
ficer during an anti-government pro-
test staged a year ago.

Gevorg Safarian was among doz-
ens of members of the opposition New
Armenia Public Salvation Front who
scuffled with riot police as they tried
tocelebrate the New Yearin Yerevan’s
Liberty Square early on January 1,
2016. Safarian was arrested and ac-
cused of assaulting one of the officers.
He went on trial a few months later.

Reading out the verdict, the pre-
siding judge, Mnatsakan Martirosian,
said law-enforcement authorities have
proved that Safarian punched and
knocked down the policeman, Gegham
Khachatrian, during the incident.
Martirosian provoked angry chants
from the defendant’s relatives and sup-
porters present in the courtroom.

“This is what was expected to
happen,” Safarian told reporters, re-
acting to the ruling.

In his concluding remarks at the
trial made earlier in the day, the oppo-
sitionist again strongly denied the
charges brought against him, saying
that it was Khachatrian who assaulted
him and other protesters. He insisted

that the criminal case based on police
testimony was “fabricated” in response
to his political activities.

“Our judicial system has been
reduced to an absurd level,” charged
Safarian. “They can jail anyone they
want.”

His lawyer, Tigran Hayrapetian,
also condemned the verdictand said he
will appeal against it. “The court ex-
ecuted a [government] order, rather
than delivered a verdict,” he said.
“There is no jurisprudence here.”

In a January 2016 statement,
Human Rights Watch (HRW) de-
nounced Safarian’s pre-trial arrest as
“wholly unjustified.” The New York-
based watchdog said he is prosecuted
for his political views and should there-
fore be released from custody.

EBRD-Armenia Cooperation
Priorities Discussed

YEREVAN — Prime Minister
Karen Karapetyanreceived EBRD (Eu-
ropean Bank for Reconstruction and
Development) Board of Directors
Dutch team leader Frans Weekers.

Appreciating the ongoing effec-
tive cooperation with the European
Bank for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment, which numbers several joint
projects, the Prime Minister expressed
readiness to deepen it on behalf of his
government.

Highlighting the need to provide
continued support for those projects
intended for the private sector, the
Prime Minister stated in part, “We are
considering several projects during our
visits to the regions of Armenia, which
imply collaboration with the private
sector and, as a tool, we would appre-
ciate ifthe EBRD could take interest in
cooperating in the proposed areas. The
Government seeks to stimulate the
business environment in different ways,
and this process can change the busi-
ness environment, since the ideas are
being developed based on specific busi-
ness logic.”

Given the vast experience accu-
mulated by the EBRD in working with
investors, the Premier suggested con-
sidering the possibility of cooperation

in the frame of the Government Stra-
tegic Initiatives Center and the upcom-
ing Investment Fund. Karen Karapetyan
said the Government would appreciate
if the Bank could contribute to the
development of public-private part-
nership-related legislation and the es-
tablishment of the Office of Business
Ombudsman.

Frans Weekers said Armenia and
the EBRD boast long experience of
successful cooperation that has led to
numerous joint projects and initiatives.
He welcomed the government’s steps
aimed at improving the business envi-
ronment and promoting private invest-
ment, as well as the short-term and
long-term action plans.

Frans Weekers described as quite
promising the idea of establishing a
center for strategic initiatives and an
investment fund and went on to note
that the EBRD is ready to develop
cooperation in the areas mentioned by
the Prime Minister.

The parties took the opportunity
to discuss issues related to the current
strategy of GoA- EBRD partnership.
In this context, they referred to the
programs implemented in different
fields of activity mediating both the
public and private formats.

campaigning in October for his return
to the political arena. Tsarukian said
later that month that he is considering
staging a political comeback.

“No political force or figure has
managed to fill the void created in the
political arena after my [2015] deci-
sion,” Tsarukian said on Tuesday.

Tsarukian, who became one
of the country’s richest men during

former President Robert
Kocharian’s rule, declined to name
political groups which he expects
to join his alliance.

Healso stopped short of pledging
to try to unseat the current govern-
ment as a result of the parliamentary
elections scheduled for April 2. He said
only that the vote will be “fateful for
Armenia’s future.”
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Center of Strategic Initiatives of Armenian
Government Opened in Yerevan

YEREVAN (News.am) - Prime
Minister of Armenia Karen Karapetyan
on Thursday attended the official open-
ing ceremony of the Strategic Initia-
tives Center of the Armenian Govern-
ment.

Welcoming those present, the
Prime Minister noted that the idea of
establishing the Center was one of the
key targets included in the Govern-
ment program. Through its activity,
the Center should guide the long-term
strategy of the country’s economic
development.

According to Karapetyan, the
Center is formed based on the prin-
ciple of public-private sector coopera-
tion and will serve as a platform, where
it will be possible to discuss reforms
and strategies with the participation of
the private sector.

The Prime Minister also stressed
that the Center will fix the economic
development programs and form the
country’s development gradient.
“Through the state-private sector co-
operation we expect to understand
what we must do in order to have
economic growth, involvement of in-
vestors, long-term development and
effective use of our potential. There
are more representatives in the Board
of Trustees than in the private sector.
And we expect and will be very happy
if the best specialists of the Diaspora
and foreign countries, as well as people
who are not indifferent and would like
to take part in the activities of the
center get involved in this platform,”
he noted.

Apart from this, Karapetyan noted
that the team formed in the Center is
professional. “My advisor Alexander
Khachaturyan will be the head of this
center. I pin great hopes on this team.
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We are open to constructive coopera-
tion,” PM Karapetyan noted, wishing
good luck and ambitious programs to
the Center.

For his part, Executive Director
of the Strategic Initiatives Center,
Alexander Khachaturov, who is also
the Prime Minister’s advisor, noted
that a great task has been set before the
Center and it will do its best to properly
fulfill the functions delegated to it.
“There are challenges, whose solution
requires combining creativeness and
responsibility, whereas the solution of
certain challenges does not require
long-term and great work. One should
only be coordinated, organized and go
forward. There will be issues which
will require more research and prepa-
ration. I am sure that the team of the
center and our partners, many of whom
are here today, will together be able to
achieve the positive results of our work.

He also informed that the Center
is funded by the state budget, interna-
tional institutions, donor funds and
donations of the private sector. In
fact, the first private donation was
made by PM Karen Karapetyan.

The objective of the Strategic
Initiatives Center is to promote the
implementation of the pivotal reforms
in Armenia and the growth in the ex-
port volume, as well as involvement of
long-term foreign investments. The
Center will focus on the spheres of
public administration, information and
high technology, tourism, agriculture
and processing, education, tax and
customs administration, as well as other
areas, if needed.

The activity of the Center will be
managed by the Board of Trustees, which
will be composed of the representatives
of both state and private sector.

Henrikh Mkhitaryan Wins Premier League
Goal of the Month Award

LONDON — Henrikh Mkhitaryan
has been awarded December’s goal of
the month award by Carling for his breath-
taking scorpion kick against Sunderland.
His team-mate Zlatan Ibrahimovic was
awarded with the Player of the Month
award for December today.

Mkhitaryan readjusted his body
in the air to flick the ball over his own
head and past the helpless Jordan
Pickford, though replays showed him
to be offside.

The Manchester United midfielder
has found a new lease of life after a

difficult first few months in the PL and
has forced his way into Jose Mourinho’s
starting lineup after some stellar per-
formances of late.

Mkhitaryan has dedicated his
award to Bradley Lowery, a brave
five-year-old who is battling cancer
and has been helped by numerous Pre-
mier League clubs and players.

In a classy touch, he tweeted a
picture of himself and Ibrahimovic re-
ceiving their awards, with a message
dedicatingitto the young Sunderland fan.

Mkhitaryan wrote: “I’d like to

Armenia Fund Provides Technology
Assistance to National Library of Armenia

YEREVAN -- With support from
Argentinean-Armenian benefactor
Hovsep Tahta, the Hayastan All-Arme-
nian Fund has donated five computers
and one server to the National Library
of Armenia. This is the second technol-
ogy-assistance project for the institu-
tion to be carried out through the sup-
port of the benefactor. In 2013, Tahta
donated a large-format scanner, a
server, and 15 computers to the library.

“During his visit to the library
last year, as Mr. Tahta was being
shown the periodicals and other publi-
cations we’ve been digitizing, he was
deeply moved when he recognized a
newspaper from his childhood — pub-
lished in Istanbul, it was the newspa-

per which his father used to read at
home,” said Tigran Zargaryan, direc-
tor of the National Library of Armenia,
and continued, “Subsequently Mr.
Tahta decided to help expand our
library’s digitization capabilities.”

Zargaryan added that thanks to
the scanner donated by the benefactor,
to date 2 million Armenian-press pages
and 6,650 Armenian books (compris-
ing a total of 1.7 million pages) have
been digitized and are now accessible
online.

Currently the Hayastan All-Ar-
menian Fund is building a kindergarten
in Noragyugh, a village in Artsakh’s
Askeran Region, through Tahta’s spon-
sorship.

No Accountability for Police Violence in Armenia

Continued frompage 1

public have key roles to play in reaf-
firming the values on which rights-
respecting democracy has been built.

Human Rights Watch also identi-
fied other serious human rights con-
cerns in Armenia, including domestic
violence, violence and discrimination
based on sexual orientation and gender
identity, and unnecessary restrictions
on access to pain medications for
people with life-limiting illnesses.

The largely peaceful protests
erupted after armed men from the
radical opposition group, Founding
Parliament, seized a police station on
July 17, 2016, killing one policeman
and taking several hostages. Before
the gunmen surrendered on July 31,
public support for them and disaffec-
tion with the government grew into a
protest movement.

The police response was heavy-
handed at times. On July 29, police
fired stun grenades into peaceful
crowds in the neighborhood of the
seized police station, causing first- and
second-degree burns and fragmenta-
tion wounds on some demonstrators
and journalists. Police, and unidenti-
fied people in civilian clothes acting
with them, attacked the protesters,
punching, kicking, and using wooden
clubs and iron bars to beat some pro-
testers and detain many.

In July and August, authorities

also arbitrarily detained dozens of
people linked to the protests.

The authorities promptly opened
an investigation into the police mis-
conduct, but the investigation has led
to limited accountability. The authori-
ties sacked the Yerevan police chief
for “failing to prevent violent attacks
on protesters and journalists,” and sus-
pended or reprimanded 17 other police
officials, but no criminal charges have
been brought against any officials. In
December, Armenian President Serge
Sarkisyan awarded the Yerevan deputy
police chief, who participated in police
operations against protestors on July
29, amedal for “excellent maintenance
of public order.”

Criminal trials against numerous
protesters and protest organizers are
ongoing. At least seven people have
been sentenced to prison terms rang-
ing from one to three-and-a-halfyears.
One of them was also fined. At least
five other people received conditional
sentences and one was only fined. The
charges included resisting police and
interfering with the work of a journal-
ist. These 13 defendants all pleaded
guilty, in part to be guaranteed a lesser
sentence than the maximum allowed
by law.

“Accountability for police vio-
lenceis essential to rebuild public trust
atatime when many people in Armenia
feel the government isn’t listening to
their concerns,” Gogia said.

share my Premier League GOTM with
my team and a little boy from
Sunderland AFC! What a goal you

scored @Bradleysfight! Stay strong.”
Mkhitaryan’s goal is a contender
for the Premier League goal of the year.
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SAS Holds Major Conference on
“Armenians in America”

BOSTON -- The Society for Ar-
menian Studies (SAS) held an interest-
ing and informative conference on
“Armenians in America,” on Thurs-
day, November 17, 2016, in Boston,
Massachusetts. The Conference was
held in conjunction with the SAS An-
nual Membership Meeting and Middle
East Studies Association Annual Con-
ference.

SAS President Prof. Barlow Der
Mugrdechian opened the conference
welcoming the participants, members
ofthe SAS, and a large number of local
Armenians. This is the third consecu-
tive year that SAS has been holding
conferences on specific themes in
conjunction with the annual meeting.

In the first panel on “Travel,
Collective Memory and Homeland
among Armenian-Americans,” chaired
by Marc Mamigonian (National Asso-
ciation for Armenian Studies and Re-
search, NAASR), four participants
presented papers.

Dr. Margaret Manoogian (West-
ern Oregon University) discussed her
research related to how Armenian trav-
elers to historic Armenia expressed their
attachment to their ancestral villages in
her talk on “ Connections for Families
Disrupted: Travels to Anatolia by
Diasporans .” She based her research on
interviews with those who had traveled
to Turkey with Armen Aroyan over the
past decades. Dr. Manoogian conducted
her research in cooperation with Dr.
Anny Bakalian ( Emerita Associate Di-
rector MEMEAC, CUNY).

Dr. Carel Bertram (San Fran-
cisco State University) approached the
question of how music plays an impor-
tant role in identity through her talk “
Coming to Terms with Home and
Homeland. ” She discussed how music
is one marker that acts differently than
words to open up new areas of spatial
consciousness. Music and dance bring
to life the village-family relationship.
Her work was based on her own travel
to historic Armenia as well as ethno-
graphic research with those who trav-
eled to Turkey with Aroyan.

Sona Nersisyan’s talk focused
on “Homeland Perception and Identity
Construction: the Case of Los Angeles
Armenian Community.” She explored

| e |

the homeland-Diaspora links, and con-
cluded that the Diaspora identity is a
multi-layered one, with perceptions of
homeland often connected to language
and literature. Nersisyan is a scholar
with the Institute of Archaeology and
Ethnography, National Academy of
Sciences of Armenia .

Inthe second panel on “Diversities
of Armenianness in American and
Diasporic Contexts,” chaired by Dr.
Vahe Sahakyan (University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor), Anatolii Tokmancev (UCLA)
presented a talk on “Armenian Jehovah’s
Witnesses: Nationalismina Strictly Non-
Nationalist Sect.” His approach was to
understand how affiliation with the
Jehovah’s Witnesses affects Armenian
identity. His research among the Glen-
dale Armenians explored how ethnicity
is not only a quality, but offers a per-
spective on the world.

Dr. Shushan Karapetian (UCLA)
discussed how second and third genera-
tion Armenians in America approach the
question of Armenian language acquisi-
tion in her paper on “Language in
Diaspora: Problematizing Ideology, Iden-
tity, and Symbolism.” America is a pre-
dominantly monolingual society and thus
she explored the impact of this on how
Armenians acquire language. Her work
assessed the overall landscape of the
Armenian language in Los Angeles and
evaluated how the language is being used
in schools and in the community.

Helen Makhdoumian, a graduate
student at the University of Illinois,
Urbana-Champaign, spoke on “Inher-
itance of Exile: Negotiating Memory,
Home, and Belonging in Armenian-
American Literature about the Leba-
nese Civil War.” Makhdoumian uti-
lized Patricia Sarrafian Ward’s novel
The Bullet Collection (2003) to explore
the nexus between memory and mi-
gration. The Armenian Genocide plays
a significant role in this exploration of
changing perceptions and identities.

The Society for Armenian Stud-
ies is headquartered at the Armenian
Studies Program at California State
University, Fresno and its website is at
societyforarmenianstudies.com. The
SAS can be reached by email at
barlowd@csufresno.edu or by phone
at 559-278-2669.

Celebrity Diplomacy:

Redefining Armenia’s Role in the Diaspora

LOS ANGELES -- The USC In-
stitute of Armenian Studies will host a
public program entitled Celebrity Di-
plomacy —Redefining Armenia’s Role
in the Diaspora, to be held at USC’s
Bovard Auditorium on Sunday after-
noon, January 29,2017, from 1 to 3:30
pm.

Five celebrities and an equal num-
ber of political scientists will be on
stage to speak about how elections and
governance become responsive to a
society’s needs, and the role of
diasporas.

“The idea originated when sev-
eral notable artists and other public
intellectuals initiated a change.org pe-
tition entitled ‘Justice within Arme-
nia,” which calls for open and fair
governance, and open and transparent
elections in Armenia,” explained Salpi
Ghazarian, director of the Institute.
“We thought there is so much here that
we need to understand, including how
other diasporas interact with the home-
land, how electoral politics become
credible and trustworthy, the role of
public figures in public discourse.”

The petition’s initial signatories
were Vahe Berberian, Atom Egoyan,
Arsinée Khanjian, Eric Nazarian, Serj
Tankian. They will all participate in the
program, together with social and po-
litical scientists who will speak about
electoral politics in Canada, Georgia
and Mexico — three recent examples of
interesting electoral developments.

Armenia will hold parliamentary
elections on April 2,2017. For the first
time since constitutional changes
adopted a year ago, the newly elected
parliament will subsequently choose
the prime minister who will hold the
country’s most powerful office, more
powerful than that of the president.
This makes the April election even
more consequential. Ghazarian said,
“This election and this petition come at
a time when many countries in the
world are grappling with the challenge
of responsive politics, so we are taking
advantage of our position in a major
university to place Armenia’s chal-
lenges in the context of elections in
various places in the world.”

Additionally, this is the first time
thatindividuals of international renown
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have risked voicing public concern
about Armenia’s domestic issues.
“These celebrities are passionate about
the need to engage, so that, as their
petition says: ‘Armenia can become a
country of opportunity, creativity, de-
mocracy and hope in a region rife with
turmoil. The alternative is unthink-
able.” Celebrity diplomacy is an aspect
of public diplomacy around the world.
And this is its initial appearance in the
Armenian world. Their engagement
also presents an opportunity to better
understand the modalities of deeper
Diaspora engagement and investment
in a homeland’s future.

The petition initiators and civic
leaders in Armenia believe that a large
civic movement is necessary to ‘own’
the election process, monitor the vote,
and impose fair selection of a parlia-
ment. Speaking about this challenge,
by skype, Attorney Vahe Grigoryan
and Political Scientist Irina Ghaplanyan
will also be joining the discussion,
together with Professor Anna Ohanyan
of Stonehill College, in Massachusetts.

The program’s moderator is Pro-
fessor Robert English, until recently
head of the USC School of Interna-
tional Relations. Professor English spe-
cializes in the history and politics of
contemporary East Europe and Rus-
sia.

The USC Institute of Armenian
Studies is committed to supporting
scholarship that address national chal-
lenges.

MP Garo Paylan Banned from Turkey's Parliament

Continued frompage 1

until recently it was not taboo to say
Armenian Genocide, now the situation
changed.

“In this new reality saying the
term “genocide” is again being per-
ceived as a crime. If I again say this
word, perhaps the same punishment
will be applied, but I will not stop
saying what I believe in. At the mo-
ment my application to be submitted to

the Constitutional Court is being pre-
pared. I am going to appeal also to the
European Court of Human Rights. |
think I will succeed”, he said.

In response to a question of re-
ceiving threats, the lawmaker said of
course they exist, however, he has
many supporters. “Of course, nega-
tive reactions exist since we live in an
atmosphere of nationalism. But I have
supporters and will continue my fight”,
Garo Paylan said.

SEROP'S CAFE
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A COMEDY IN 2 ACTS

Lt tinly
L5 LNRSA by

Chdwnpfs
A0RANM TRty

Wiritten f'-}_]-'

KEN LUDWIG
Directd by

uusuueranherhL Erunh ururnd

KRIKOR SATAMIAN

3nrunrur / JANUARY
14-15/21-22 / 28-29, 2017

FPLU. dwst b Quwdwp Uwlbnilybwh Yenpnh
A.G.B.U. Vatche & Tamar Manoukian Center

2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena, CA 81104
Cwpwp oplipp dwdp 8:00-hG, dhuyl Snulnuwp 21 dwdp 6:00-hG
Lhpwlh opbipp dwdp 6:00-H0

Saturday performances at 8:00 pm, except on January 21 at 6:00 pm
Sunday performances at 6:00 pm

Sndubipp Guipbih b wwwhniby 7 Tickets available at:

3.,L.U-P QPUUGLEULUL ! A.G.B.U. OFFICE (626) 794-7942
mGMG6 arusSnru / BERJ BOOKSTORE (818) 244-3830
umMPpL SPUSNEL f ABRIL BOOKSTORE (818) 243-4112

ITSMYSEAT.COM/TENOR
Unuinph Lnukp /Donation $25
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ARARAT-ESKIJIAN MUSEUM

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR ARMENIAN STUDIES AND RESEARCH (NAASR)

THE ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM
AT CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, NORTHRIDGE

Present a Conference on

Hadjin: Remembering a Historic Armenian Community in Cilicia
Dedicated to the memory of Lawrence and Dorothy Avakian
Moderators: Dr. Vahram Shemmassian and Dr. Hasmig Baran

Morning Session: 10:00 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.

Dr. Antranig Dakessian
“Hadjin and Its Legacy”
Kevin Blowers

Paul Hoover

Hratch Kozybeyokian

“The United Orphanage and Mission Society: Its People and History”
“The Life and Story of Joshua Fidler: The First Superintendent of Hadjin Orphanage”
“Knotted Memories and Patches of Hope”

Afternoon Session: 1:30 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.

Dr. Rouben Adalian

Dr. Kay Mouradian

Araxy and Lory Tatoulian
Theatrical performance on the life of a Hadjintsi heroine, Aguline Tatoulian

“Learning in Hadjin: Students and Teachers”

Dr. George B. Kooshian, Jr.

“The Web of Hope: The Memoirs of George B. Kooshian”
Documentary film presentation: My Mother’s Voice

Closing Session: 4:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m.

George

Dr. Vatche Mankerian and Dr. Garineh Avakian
A tribute to the lost art of music makers of Hadjin and Cilician Armenia
"W arcH THIS EVENT LIVE AT HTTPS://TOSTREAMLIVE.COM./ HAJIN”

Saturday, February 11, 2017 - 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Deukmejian Community Center
15105 Mission Hills Road — Mission Hills, CA 91345
For more information, please contact (747) 500-7585 or ararat-eskijian-museum@netzero.net.

The conference is open to the public with free admission; lunch will be available for purchase
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Aram I, Taking the Church to
the People (Beirut, Armenian
Catholicosate of Cilicia, 2011),

Paul Kybird, "Using the Bible
in Adult Christian Education" (JATE
3, no. 1 2006).

Joseph Crockett, Engaging Scrip-
ture in Everyday Situations: An
Interactive Perspective that Exam-
ines Psychological and Social Pro-
cesses of Individuals as They Engage
Scripture Texts (London, Equinox
Publishing, 2005)
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MARTIAL ARTS - ORGANIZED by
GAIDZ YOUTH ORGANIZATION

MASTER SEVAK HAKOBYAN - 4"DAN

INTERNATIONAL MASTER OF MARTIAL ARTS
WORLD RECOGNIZED MEMBER OF ADAPTIVE SPORTS

» MARTIAL ARTS
» SELF-DEFENSE

+ SEPARATE GROUPS: MEN
+ WOMEN

+ CHILDREN

#+ PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
< FREE for PEOPLE With DISABILITIES - GREAT RATES for FAMILIES & STUDENTS
# OFFICIAL OPENING & DEMONSTRATION FRIDAY, JANUARY 20,2017, AT 5:30 PM
ADDRESS: 1060 NORTH ALLEN AVENUE, PASADENA, CA 91104
For registration and info contact Gaidz Youth Orgamzation: 626-926-7224; email: infol@gaidz.org
v — —— i ¢ = - ‘ ! L1 A

Instnguom,  @Gidzye;

n Gaidz Youth Organization; ﬁ @GaidzYouth
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