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SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1975

6300 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1900
Los Angeles, CA 90048

= Life Insurance

= Health Insurance

» Group & Individual
«Long Term Care

« Disability

805 East Broadway
Glendale, CA 91205

- Estate Planning

« Will & Living Trust

« Full Annual Review

« Mortgage Protection
« College Planning

More locations and more ways to service your insurance and financial needs

A.B.A. INSURANCE SERVICES

by

Cigna  KAISER PERMANENTE.
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Blug Cros

Insurance coverage can help you ﬁnancl
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' X Aetna Hea‘gﬂﬁf %

BlueShield

Seniors 65 & Up Medicare Supplements
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Coverage & Protection .
should be on the top ] -
of your priority list.

+ Insurance «
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Armenia Repatriates Azeri Soldier’s Body

YEREVAN (RFE/
RL) — The Armenian
military repatriated over
the weekend the body
of an Azerbaijani sol- |
dier who was killed in
late December ina failed
armed Azerbaijani in- |__g
cursion into Armenia.

The 22-year-old
soldier, Chingiz

Qurbanov, as well as

three Armenian service-
men were shot dead on December 29
at an Armenian army post in the north-
ern Tavush province bordering west-
ern Azerbaijan. Officials in Yerevan
say the fact that the Azerbaijani
serviceman’s body was left lying in
Armenian territory proves that the post
was attacked by Azerbaijani troops.
Azerbaijan’s Defense Ministry
denied launching an incursion in the
mountainous arca, however. It claimed
that an Armenian “reconnaissance
squad” was ambushed by its forces
while trying to cross into Azerbaijan.
Qurbanov’s body was returned to
the Azerbaijani side with the help of the
International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC). The handover took place on
Sunday at another Tavush section of the

Armenian-Azerbaijani border.

U.S., Russian and French media-
tors dealing with the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict deplored last month
the “attempted incursion on the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani border.” But they
stopped short of explicitly blaming
Armenia or Azerbaijan for the Decem-
ber 29 incident. The three co-chairs of
the OSCE Minsk Group also urged
Yerevan to repatriate Qurbanov’s body
“without delay.”

In a weeckend statement,
Armenia’s Defense Ministry said fo-
rensic experts in Yerevan have fin-
ished examining the body as part of a
criminal investigation into the border
incident conducted by Armenian law-
enforcement authorities.

US Based Company to Invest Additional
$140 Million in Vorotan Hydropower Plant

YEREVAN
(RFE/RL) -- The
Washington-based
International Finance
Corporation (IFC)
said on Tuesday that [
it has helped the prin-
cipal U.S. owner of
Armenia’s largest hy-
droelectric complex
to obtain $140 million [
in loans that will be
used for boosting its
capacity.

Under atakeover agreement with
the Armenian government signed in
June 2015, the New York-based en-
ergy company ContourGlobal paid
$180 million to purchase the Vorotan
Hydropower Cascade. It thus became
the first Western firm to gain major
assets in the Armenian energy sector
partly controlled by Russian energy
giants.

The deal also committed
ContourGlobal to investing $70 mil-
lion in the three hydroelectric plants
making up the cascade. The plants
were built in Soviet times on the
Vorotan river flowing through the
mountainous Syunik province. They
currently generate roughly 15 per-
cent of Armenia’s electricity.

IFC, which bought a 20 percent
stake in the Vorotan complex later in
2015, indicated that the new owner
will be able to invest twice as much

with the multimillion-dollar funding
secured by it.

“The package includes a loan of
$45 million for IFC’s own account and
parallelloans of $65 million from FMO,
the Dutch development bank, and $30
million from DEG, the German Invest-
ment and Development Corporation,”
IFC said in a statement.

FMO and DEG are controlled by
the Dutch and German governments
respectively, while IFC is part of the
World Bank Group.

“The loans will help Contour-
Global upgrade the 404-megawatt
Vorotan complex, parts of which are
almost four decades old ... The fi-
nancing is expected to boost electric-
ity reliability, providing a steady sup-
ply of clean power to additional 60,000
residential customers,” read the IFC

Continued on page4

Blogger Alexander Lapshin
Extradited to Azerbaijan

MINSK — Russian-Israeli blogger
Aleksandr Lapshin was extradited from
Belarus to Azerbaijan today, after ex-
hausting his last legal recourse in
Minsk to avoid extradition to Baku.

The Supreme Court of Belarus
ruled on February 7 to leave the
decision of the Prosecutor General’s
office on Lapshin’s extradition to
Azerbaijan in force, RIA Novosti re-
ports.

On December 15,2016, police in
Belarus detained Mr. Lapshin, a popu-
lar travel blogger based in Moscow,
for his prior visits to the Republic of
Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh) and for
his criticism of the Aliyev regime.

On 20 January 2017 the General
Prosecutor’s Office of Belarus de-
cided to have Mr. Lapshin extradited

to Azerbaijan. An appeal to the ruling
was recently denied by Minsk City
Court.

Lapshin was met and escorted
from Baku airport by the officers of
State Security Service of Azerbaijan.
The Prosecutor General’s Office has
opened a criminal case against him on
articles 281.2 (public calls directed
against the state) and 318.2 (illegal
crossing border of the Azerbaijan Re-
public), and issued an international
arrest warrant for him. urt.

The New York-based Committee
to Protect Journalists has called on
Minsk to “unconditionally” release
Lapshin.

If Lapshin is convicted in Baku,
he could face up to eight years in
prison there.

Zoryan Institute Responds to Turkish FM
Cavusoglu's Call for Joint Commission

TORONTO -- In response to the
Turkish Foreign Minister Mevliit
Cavusoglu calling on Armenia to setup
a joint commission to study the events
of 1915, the Zoryan Institute has the
following response:

As they say, “This is déja vu all
over again.”

Calls for Armenia to set up a joint
commission to study the events of
1915 have become the modus operandi
for the Turkish government for years.
Cavusoglu’s recent statement merely
echoes that of his predecessors, former
Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu and
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, in
2014 when he was the Prime Minister.
Every year, a few months before April
24th, when resolutions appear before
government bodies around the world,
especially the US Congress, the high-
ranking officials of Turkey make the
same call. They claim to want to study
those events to find out what really
happened. This is nothing but a public
relations stratagem to make it appear
that Turkey is open-minded and willing
to normalize relations with Armenia.

Such calls ignore the fact that in
2003, the Turkish-Armenian Recon-
ciliation Commission (“TARC”) at the
time requested The International Cen-

ter for Transitional Justice to examine
the events of 1915 as a case of geno-
cide. The ICT]J issued its finding that
“the Events, viewed collectively, can
thus be said to include all of the ele-
ments of the crime of genocide as
defined in the Convention, and legal
scholars as well as historians, politi-
cians, journalists and other people
would be justified in continuing to so
describe them.” The Turkish members
of the Commission rejected this find-
ing and broke TARC apart.

In 2010, the United States, Swit-
zerland, and other countries tried to
broker the signing of protocols be-
tween Turkey and Armenia, whose
border between them is closed, and
who do not have diplomatic relations
with one another. Despite the signing
with much fanfare in Switzerland, the
Turkish government has refused to
ratify the agreement to this day.

Renowned Turkish scholar, Prof.
Taner Ak¢am of Clark University, pub-
lished in the preface to his
awardwinning book, The Young Turks’
Crime against Humanity: The Arme-
nian Genocide and Ethnic Cleansing in
the Ottoman Empire, after years of

Continued on page3
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Karabakh Conflict a Direct Threat to the
Security of Armenia, Azerbaijan

MOSCOW (Armradio) -- The
Karabakh conflict is a direct threat to
the security of Armeniaand Azerbaijan,
Spokesperson for the Russian Foreign
Ministry Mariza Zakharovatold a press
conference today.

She stressed that there is no alter-
native to the peaceful search for mutu-
ally acceptable solutions and this is
whatany initiative should be targeted at.

As for the perspectives of coop-
eration between Russia and the UN on
the Karabakh issue under new Secre-
tary of State Rex Tillerson, Zakharova
said: “The contacts with Americans
are still ahead, and any comments would
be untimely now. Let’s what for these
contacts.”

“The conflict is certainly a direct
threat to the security, stability and
future development of Armenia and
Azerbaijan. We have to proceed from
this,” Zakharova said.

Zakharova also commented on
the possible extradition of freelance
journalist, Alexander Lapshin, who
holds Russian and Israeli citizenship,

from Belarus to Azerbaijan for his
prior visits to Nagorno Karabakh call-
ing itunnacceptbal.

“Russia keeps in touch with the
Belarusian side concerning Alexander
Lapshin case. We insist that the extra-
dition of Russian citizens to third coun-
tries is unacceptable. We are in con-
tact with the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of Belarus and other relevant
authorities,” Zakharova said.

YouGov: 27% of Americans View Armenia
as a Friendly Nation

In a new poll conducted by
YouGov, 27% of Americans said they
consider Armenia a friendly nation.

Furthermore, 6% regarded the
country an ally, 8% described the rela-
tionship as unfriendly, 2% said Arme-
nia is an enemy, while 57% said they
weren’t sure.

YouGov is an international
Internet-based market research firm,
whose methodology involves obtain-
ing responses from an invited group of
Internetusers, and then weighting these
responses in line with demographic
information.

The research was conducted
from January 28 to February 1, with
YouGov asking 7,150 adults living in
the United States the question: "Do you
consider the countries listed below to
be a friend or an enemy of the United
States?"

Each respondent was asked his
or her opinion about a random selec-
tion of 15 of 144 countries. The re-

You

What the world thinks

sponse options were "Enemy," "Un-
friendly," "Friendly," "Ally", or "Not
Sure" for each country listed.

Interestingly, 4% of U.S. respon-
dents think Turkey is an enemy, and
24% believe the Muslim nation to be
unfriendly.

20% and 39% of respondents
think Azerbaijan and Georgia are
friendly countries, and 6% and 2%
consider the nations enemies, respec-
tively.

North Korea, Iran, and Syria top
the rankings as the most hostile coun-
tries with 57%, 41% and 32% of
participants dubbing them as enemies.

Azerbaijan Fails to Lead OSCE Mission
to its Frontlines

YEREVAN (Armradio) -- On Feb-
ruary 7, 2017, in accordance with the
arrangement reached with the authori-
ties of the Nagorno Karabakh Repub-
lic, the OSCE Mission conducted a
planned monitoring of the Line of Con-
tact between the armed forces of
Nagorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan, in
the direction of the NKR Hadrut re-
gion, to the north of Horadiz.

From the positions of the NKR
Defense Army, the monitoring was
conducted by Field Assistants to the
Personal Representative of the OSCE
Chairperson-in-Office Khristo Khristov
(Bulgaria) and Jiri Aberle (Czech Re-
public), as well as Personal Assistant
to the CiO Personal Representative
Simon Tiller (Great Britain).

From the opposite side of the

Line of Contact, the monitoring was
conducted by Personal Representa-
tive of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Of-
fice Ambassador Andrzej Kasprzyk,
Field Assistant to the Personal Repre-
sentative of the OSCE Chairperson-
in-Office Ghenadie Petrica (Moldova),
and staff member of the Office of the

FEBRUARY 11, 2017

Criminal Case Initiated Against Captured
Azerbaijani Soldier

STEPANAKERT --NKR Authori-
ties in Stepanakert have initiated a
criminal case against Azerbaijani ser-
viceman Elnur Huseynzade, who was
captured during a failed infiltration
attempt on Karabakh frontlines.

“A group of Azerbaijani service-
men, taking advantage of the foggy
weather, made an infiltration attempt
on February 1,2017 in the direction of
Talish village, Martakert region. The
attempt was foiled by the Defense
Army’s units guarding the state border
of Artsakh. On the same day at about
15:00 amember of the sabotage group,
citizen of the Republic of Azerbaijani,
servicemen of the reconnaissance com-
pany of the 157th motor rifle brigade
Elnur Elman Huseynzade was detected
in the combat positions of the Defense
Army and taken to the National Secu-
rity Service of the NKR.

Huseynzade has been detained
under Article 33-317 and provision 1
of Article 350 of the Criminal Code of
NKR.

Human Rights Defender of
Artsakh Ruben Melikyan has visited on

February 3 with Huseynzade. The
Defender made sure that azeri soldier
has been provided with public de-
fender and translator and some judicial
actions have already been taken with
their participation. Huseynzade has
presented no complaints on his health
condition or ill-treatment.

The Defender expressed readi-
ness to assist Husaynzade within the
frames of his power in the implemen-
tation of his fundamental rights, in-
cluding having a defender of his choice.

Turkish Authorities Ban
Agos Newspaper from Prisons

Bir zamanla
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ISTANBUL -- Inmates in
Turkey’s prisons, including recently
arrested journalists Ahmet Sik and
Nedim Sener, have been unable to
receive copies of the Armenian weekly
Agos because officials say it is pub-
lished in a “foreign language.”

Hurriyet Daily News reports, the
two reporters filed a complaint about
notreceiving copies of the paper, which
ispublished partly in Turkish and partly
in Armenian, that had been sent to
them at Silivri prison.

Administrators of the high-secu-
rity facility responded to the com-
plaint, explaining that, “The Agos news-
paper is listed among the publications
banned by the Justice Ministry, thus it
cannot be brought into prisons.”

After learning about the journal-
ists’ failure to receive the newspaper,
Agos contacted both the prison direc-
tor and the chair of Parliament’s Hu-
man Rights Monitoring Committee,
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Zafer Uskiil, but failed to get a clear
answer from ecither.

“As if the murder of [Agos’
former chief editor] Hrant Dink was
not enough, they are now even ban-
ning Agos from entering prisons,” Sik
and Sener, who met with their rela-
tives Wednesday, said in a statement.
“This is a hard-to-believe act; the ban
reflects one of the many injustices
done in this country each day.”

The paper reminds, that the two
journalists were arrested in early March
as part of the ongoing Ergenekon case,
an investigation into an alleged gang
accused of plotting a coup. The move
has drawn strong domestic and inter-
national criticism. Justice Ministry
officials said Turkish law requires pub-
lications in foreign languages to be
checked before entering the country’s
prison and that the Agos copies had
been delivered to Sik and Sener on
Wednesday after being inspected.

Personal Representative of the OSCE
Chairperson-in-Office Peter Svedberg
(Sweden).

The monitoring passed in accor-
dance with the agreed schedule. No
violation of the cease-fire regime was
registered. However, the Azerbaijani

side did not lead the OSCE mission to
its front-lines.

From the Karabakh side, the
monitoring mission was accompanied
by representatives of the NKR Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of
Defense.
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Garo Paylan:
Let's Correct this Historic Mistake

By Garo Paylan
“Agos”

Last week, I was in Berlin for
attending the conference organized in
memory of Hrant Dink. The day after
the conference, I had a meeting with a
group of deputies in Bundestag. When
I entered Reichstag building where
Bundestag is located, I heard a very
nice piano melody. I asked the people
who welcomed me where this melody
was coming from. They said, “From
the hall of general assembly.”

I couldn't help to peak inside the
hall and they said that there was an
event for commemorating the Holo-
caust. The hall was full. All deputies,
Chancellor Merkel and ministers were
present at the hall of the general as-
sembly. All of the parliament warmly
applauded this piano recital and
speeches in memory of the Holocaust.

I should admit that I envied.
German Parliament was commemo-
rating the victims of the great crime
that was committed by Nazi govern-
ment in the recent history. And I was
coming from an entirely different at-
mosphere; from my country, where
the atrocities of yesterday haven't
been acknowledged and the atrocities
of today go on with impunity... I felt
sorry for my country and went to the
meeting with teary eyes...

Just a week before this meeting,
I was banned from the parliament
because I mentioned what happened
to my people at the end of Ottoman
period. While I, as an Armenian
deputy, wasn't allowed to speak about
102-years-old sins; all German depu-
ties, leftists, rightists, members of
the ruling and opposing parties, were
sitting side by side with a great self-
confidence and confronting with their
mistakes. And none of them was think-
ing that German identity is defamed
by that.

The constitution that Odyan wrote

In Turkey, looking at the pages
of'the history is getting more and more
difficult. Let me tell you how I experi-
enced it. One week before the com-
memoration event in Berlin, [ began to
talk about the proposed constitutional
amendments by saying, “We are about
to make a historic mistake.” 1 said,
“We long for a social contract which
every one living in our common home-
land can call my constitution.”

My purpose was to take the depu-
ties back to the days when the consti-
tution was discussed in the Ottoman
period. I wanted to remind the mis-
takes that were made back then. In
fact, few people know that our first
constitution was written in 1876 by a
committee consisting of various iden-
tities and Krikor Odyan was the one
who wrote it. This constitution was
suspended by Abdulhamid and a period
of autocracy started, which continued
until 1908. And you know the rest...
Seeking for democracy, coup by Talat
and Enver and the great disaster...

Today, MHP defines the pro-
posed amendments that had been dis-
cussed in the parliament as “the con-
stitution of the Turkish nation”. It
makes me frightened, because Talat

and Enver had a similar mentality and
tried to implement the constitution of
the Turkishnation. Theyregarded some
people as acceptable citizens, while
they ignored some others. In fact, they
even exterminated some of the people.
During 1913-1923, great massacres,
genocides, population exchanges and
pogroms took place. We lost majority
of Armenian, Syriac, Greek and Jew-
ish people.

However, when I told about these
facts in the parliament, all hell broke
loose! An unprecedented punishment
was imposed on me because I said
“genocide”. 1 was banned from the
discussions for 3 sessions. My speech
was deleted from the parliamentary
minutes.

Many of my friends who read
about the incident on internet said,
“Garo, you are right, but is this the
right time for speaking about the geno-
cide? We are heading towards a dicta-
torial regime.” This was understand-
able, because media was making a fuss
about the word “genocide”. My two
cognates made statements to the press
and said that they found my speech
“irrelevant and untimely”. 1 wasn't
surprised. Some people just bow down
in times like these. Fear and worry are
understandable feelings.

“Well then, you name it”

However, my purpose was not to
say “genocide” at all costs in the midst
of the uproar caused by the discussion
on the amendments. In fact, I have
said “genocide” or “Armenian Geno-
cide” in the parliament for many times.
There was no trouble before. This time
again, I called what happened to my
people “genocide” just like [ always do.

However, something different
happen; insults and crisis... I said,
“Well then, you name it,” to the ones
who objected me. That night, MHP
threatened AKP with not supporting
the proposed amendments, if [ am not
punished. Thus, I was banned from
the parliament with the votes of AKP,
MHP and CHP. I was subjected to the
lynching campaign of the nationalist
front.

However, I didn't intend to cause
a polemic; my purpose was to make
people learn from the past and prevent
them from making the same mistakes.
I wanted to talk about how the process
of writing constitution at the end of the
Ottoman period led a pluralist society
to a mentality of homogeneity, the
abuses and disasters caused by one-
man-regimes and what all of these
mean to us who are trying to write a
constitution in 2017.

I know very well that what hap-
pened to my grandfather and the great
disasters took place in Anatolia were
caused by the mistakes that politicians
like us made. A system that abolishes
the parliament would create the dread-
ful atmosphere that was created by
Talat and Enver who abolished the
same parliament. The proposed con-
stitution makes the government and
will dependent on one person; it im-
poses ideology of homogeneity. This
is nothing but the repetition of the
disasters that took place back then.

I am aware of it and not talking

about it would make me feel like I am
betraying this country, these lands and
the people that I live together.

We can win together

I am worried. The parliament
that took action for “writing the con-
stitution of the Turkish nation”, im-
prisoned Kurdish deputies with great
enthusiasm before taking action and
doesn't have enough confidence to let
its members vote secretly is giving all
the authority to one person; no good
can come of this.

Think about it, Christian and Jew-
ish peoples, who constituted 40% in the
past, are just one out of thousand now
because of a mentality seeking for homo-
geneity. We suffered gravely. However,
it is not only us; every one is missing
something. Every one is tainted because
of the mistakes of a couple of men.

For me, the problem is not only
about violation of my freedom of ex-
pression in the parliament, disrespect
to the elected will or whether I cannot

use “that word”. These are important
of course, but what really matters is
this: Turkey is determined to take the
path about which its own history warns
and heading at full speed towards in-
tolerance that became a matter of na-
tional consensus and to an authoritar-
ian regime that lacks a mechanism of
balance and control.

The ones who will be ignored by
the new period will either lapse into
silence or revolt, or they will just leave
the country. Just like 100 years ago...
The country will be damaged and im-
paired. We might live in a period during
which we all lose.

However, we can win together.

Onthese agonized lands, in which
we buried Hrant Dink 10 years ago,
every one lives in the restlessness of a
dove. This restlessness is not ground-
less. We, Armenians, know it only too
well. That is why I am addressing you,
the majority.

Let's correct this historic mis-
take before it's too late.

Zoryan Institute Responds to Cavusoglu

Continued frompage 1

studying official documents from the
German, Ottoman, and other archives,
the following statement:

"Far from conflicting with one
another, the sources are in fact comple-
mentary: they tell the same story but
from different points of view.... Taken
in their entirety, Ottoman and Western
archives jointly confirm that the ruling
party CUP did deliberately implement a
policy of ethnoreligious homogeniza-
tion of Anatolia that aimed to destroy
the Armenian population".

On June 2, 2016, Germany’s
parliament, the Bundestag, voted to
declare the mass killings of Armenians
by Ottoman Turks in 1915 a genocide.
The resolution was introduced by Cem
Ozdemir, a German parliamentarian of
Turkish origin. There were at least one
dozen other German deputies of Turk-
ish origin who co-signed the Resolu-
tion with all parliamentarians voting in
favor except one. The Turkish presi-
dent, Erdogan, quickly denounced the
resolution and recalled his Ambassa-
dor from Berlin. Part of the resolution
reads as follows:

"By order of the Young Turk
regime, the planned expulsion and ex-
termination of over a million ethnic
Armenians began in the Ottoman city
of Constantinople on April 24, 1915.
Their fate exemplifies the history of
mass extermination, ethnic cleansing,
expulsions, and yes, of genocides,
which marked the 20th century in
such a horrific way. We are aware of
the uniqueness of the Holocaust, for

which Germany bears guilt and re-
sponsibility.

The Bundestag regrets the inglo-
rious role of the German Empire,
which, as a principal ally of the Otto-
man Empire, did not try to stop these
crimes against humanity, despite ex-
plicit information regarding the orga-
nized expulsion and extermination of
Armenians, including also from Ger-
man diplomats and missionaries.... The
German Empire bears partial complic-
ity in the events".

Turkey has already rejected the
finding of the ICTJ, an internationally
respected organization headed by the
renowned Elie Wiesel. It has harassed
and persecuted Prof. Taner Akg¢am.
Now, given Germany’s acceptance
and admission of its own complicity in
the Armenian Genocide in collabora-
tion with its political and military ally,
the Ottoman Empire, why propose
another joint commission? President
Erdogan, himself, has publicly stated
that he will never accept that Turkey
committed genocide.

Under the circumstances, it is
hard to believe Cavusoglu’s claim that
“...we will accept any revelation.”

Rather than go through the sham
of a joint commission, it would be
more practical and constructive for
Turkey to open its border with Arme-
nia, establish normal diplomatic rela-
tions with its neighbor, stop harassing
its scholars and writers and jailing its
journalists, and accept the very well
established historical record, and ad-
mit its guiltin the Armenian Genocide,
as its own ally, Germany, has done.
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15th Annual Armenian Film Festival
at Fresno State

FRESNO -- The Armenian Stud-
ies Program and Armenian Students
Organization of California State Uni-
versity, Fresno are co-sponsoring the
15th Annual Armenian Film Festival,
from 7:00-9:30 PM on Friday, Febru-
ary 17, 2017. The Film Festival will
take place in the Industrial Technology
Building, Room 101 (at the southwest
corner of Barstow Ave and Campus
Drive) on the Fresno State campus.

The featured film making its
Fresno premiere is SaroyanLand (2013)
(Turkey), directed by Lusin Dink.
SaroyanLand is a docu-drama focus-
ing on the journey of famous writer
William Saroyan to the birthplace of
his Armenian family Bitlis, in Turkey in
1964. While retaking the same road,
the film aims to understand Saroyan’s
unique attitude to belonging, witness-
ing the self-discovery of a man who
followed the traces of his Armenian
ancestors.

The featured short film is direc-
tor Anahid Nazarian’s Shesh-Besh
(2012), shot entirely on location in
Fresno. JC & Son Automotive is an
auto garage in Fresno where Armenian
men and other locals gather daily to
play backgammon and catch up on the
local gossip. The business of the auto
garage seems almost a side aspect of
what is in essence a men’s social club,
the main focus being the game of
backgammon. Those who come here
continue the old country tradition of
their fathers and grandfathers of meet-
ing at social gathering places and en-

Ulkesi
Land

Saroyan

joying each other’s company.

Also showing will be I Hate
Dogs!: The Last Survivor (2005) (Swe-
den) by directors PeAHolmquist and
Suzanne Khardalian. Garbis Hagopian-
Ghazarian is a dynamic person of 99
years old, who lives in Paris. He is one
of the last survivors of the Armenian
Genocide. He has a deep secret that
has made him hate dogs. The film is
about the art of survival.

The 15th Annual Armenian Film
Festival is open to the public and ad-
mission is free. Parking restrictions
are relaxed in all Lots near the venue.
Parkingis available in Lots P20 or P23.

For more information about the
Film Festival, please call the Armenian
Studies Program office at 559-278-
2669 or go to our website at
fresnostate.eduy/armenianstudies.

Umit Kurt to Examine Armenian Genocide
Perpetrators in City of Aintab

N R ll.

BELMONT, MA — Dr. Umit
Kurt, currently a Post-Doctoral Fel-
low at the Center for Middle Eastern
Studies, Harvard University, will give
atalk entitled “The Curious Case of Ali
Cenani Bey: The Story of a Genocide
Perpetrator During and After the 1915
Armenian Genocide,” on Thursday,
February 23,2017, at 7:30 p.m., at the
National Association for Armenian
Studies and Research (NAASR) Cen-
ter, 395 Concord Ave., Belmont, MA
02478. The lecture is co-sponsored by
NAASR and the Kaloosdian-Mugar
Chairin Armenian Genocide Studies at
Clark University.

Within the scholarship on the
history of Armenian Genocide, studies
of the perpetrators have received and
continue to receive special attention.
Seen from a wider perspective, it is
important to conduct research on the
executors of the Armenian Genocide,
for even when the agents of genocide
are not explicitly mentioned, the con-
sequences of their deeds remain all too
visible. Yet case studies of individual
perpetrators remain rare.

In this lecture, Dr. Umit Kurt will
focus on Aintab—situated on the
boundaries of Cilicia and Syria, near
both the Mediterranean Sea and the
Gulf of Alexandretta—and reveal the
activities of the perpetrators and their
involvement in the destruction of Ar-
menians at the local/provincial level.

Presenting a wide range of
people, functions, actions, and mo-

tives that highlight the complexity of
the persecution process, but without
neglecting the crucial element of per-
sonal responsibility, Kurt will explain
who these perpetrators were and what
their roles and motivations were. The
lecture will focus especially on one
major perpetrator, Ali Cenani Bey
(1872-1934), his background, deeds,
active and involvement in the 1915
Armenian deportation and genocide as
well as his life story in the post-geno-
cide period in modern Turkey.

Umit Kurt received his Ph.D. in
history at Clark University in 2016,
with his dissertation focusing on the
confiscation of Armenian properties
and the role of local elites/notables in
Aintab during the Armenian Genocide,
1915-1921. He is the author of numer-
ous historical and political articles in
scholarly journals and newspapers.
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AMAA and Lark Musical Society Present
Benjamin Britten’s War Requiem
Conducted by Maestro Vatsche Barousmian

GLENDALE -- The Lark Musical
Society, under the auspices of the
Armenian Missionary Association of
America (AMAA) will present Ben-
jamin Britten’s War Requiem — A per-
formance dedicated to the memory of
all Armenians in Syria and Artsakh
who lost their lives under the pres-
sures of the recent wars — with the
participation of the “Tziatzan” Treble
Choir, The Lark Chorus, The Lark
Grand and Chamber Orchestras and
featuring Shoushik Barsoumian, So-
prano; Yeghishe Manucharian, Tenor;
and Edward Levy, baritone. The Con-
cert will take place on Sunday, March
4, 2017 at the First United Methodist
Church, 500 E. Colorado Blvd., Pasa-
dena, CA91101 at 7:00 pm, with a Pre-
performance lecture by Doris
Melkonian at 6:00 pm.

Reflecting on the War Requiem
Maestro Vatsche Barsoumian said:
“This season of Lent provides an op-
portunity to reflect on Christ’s journey
of privation before his ultimate sacri-
fice and resurrection. It compels us to
remember our own who have suffered
deprivation, our own we have lost, our
own who live on in our hearts and
memories.”

A large-scale musical work re-
quiring a massive ensemble, War Re-
quiem was commissioned for the re-
consecration of Coventry Cathedral in
England on May 30th 1962. The origi-
nal cathedral, called St. Michael’s,
was built in the 14th century and had
been destroyed in bombing raids dur-
ing World War II. With the completion
of the new St. Michael’s, built next to
the ruins of its predecessor, Benjamin
Britten was tasked with creating a
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work appropriate to the occasion.

His response, dedicated to four
friends lost in the Great War, is the
stunning War Requiem. Built on the
traditional Latin Mass for the dead,
Britten intertwines the traditional move-
ments with nine poems about war by
the renowned English Poet Wilfred
Owen—regarded by many as the great-
est poet of WW 1.

“Lark is proud to partner with the
AMAA to bring the War Requiem by
Benjamin Britten to our community.
While we live in peace here in Los
Angeles, our hearts and minds cannot
rest because victims continue to fall in
Syria and Artsakh. It is fitting to join
together on March 4th to experience a
concert of such music, dedicated to
loss, and together, pray for peace.”
said Andy Torosyan, Chairman, Board
of the Lark Musical Society.

Tickets are $50. For more reser-
vation and for more information you
may contact the Lark Musical Society
at 818.500.9997.

CHS Alumin Association
27th Anniversary Banquet

GLENDALE -- The Armenian
Evangelical Center High School Alumni
Association of Los Angeles is proud to
announce its 27th Anniversary Banquet
with a great dinner, special guests, and
exceptional entertainment on March 10,
2017 at 7:30pm at the award winning
Phoenicia Restaurant in Glendale, CA.

This year the Association will
honor Mrs. Ruth Ajemian Touryan of
Pasadena, CA as “Educator, Teacher
and Contributor” with the “Rev. Yenovk
Hadidian” Award, and Mr. Nerses
Fesdekjian of Toronto, Canada as
“Alumnus of the Year.” Mr. Varouj
Charkhedian will be honored for his

services as the chairman of CHS
Alumni 2013-2016, and Mr. & Mrs.
George and Vivian Loussararian as
“Major Contributor” to AECHS with
“Rev. Yenovk Hadidian” Award.

Among the guest attending the
banquet will be Principal of CHS, Mrs.
Maral Deyirmenjian.

On this occasion, we affirm our
commitment to continue to provide fi-
nancial assistance to students who need
it, and support the life changing work of
the teachers at the staff that the Arme-
nian Evangelical Central High School.

To reserve your table, please call
Sonia A. at: 818-632-8300

US Based Company to Invest

Continued frompage 1

statement.

“Increasing [Vorotan’s] capac-
ity is key for Armenia, a country that
imports fuel to cover around 90 per-
cent of its energy needs,” it added.

IFC sought to help Armenia in-
crease its reliance on renewable en-
ergy sources even before buying into
the Vorotan facilities. Through its Ar-
menia Sustainable Energy Finance
Project launched in 2010 jointly with
the Austrian government, the multilat-

eral institution has provided financial
and technical assistance to Armenian
companies involved in hydropower
generation.

Over the past decade, hydro-
power’s share in electricity produc-
tion in Armenia has risen from 20
percent to around 32 percent thanks
to more than 150 small and privately
owned hydroelectric plants built on
the country’s fast-flowing mountain-
ous rivers. Electricity generated by
them is much cheaper than that of
thermal-power plants.
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MARTIAL ARTS - ORGANIZED by
GAIDZ YOUTH ORGANIZATION

MASTER SEVAK HAKOBYAN - 4"panN
INTERNATIONAL MASTER OF MARTIAL ARTS
WORLD RECOGNIZED MEMBER OF ADAPTIVE SPORTS

» MARTIAL ARTS

» SELF-DEFENSE

4 SEPARATE GROUPS: MEN
+ WOMEN

#+ CHILDREN
* PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

< FREE for PEOPLE With DISABILITIES - GREAT RATES for FAMILIES & STUDENTS

= OFFICTAL OPENING & DEMONSTRATION FRIDAY, JANUARY 20,2017, AT 5:30 PM
ADDRESS: 1060 NORTH ALLEN AVENUE. PASADENA, CA 91104

For registration and info contact Gaidz Youth Orgamzation: 626-926-7224; email: infol@gaidz.org

. ==

o

n Gaidz Youth Organization; ﬁ @GaidzYouth
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R.U.U.

HOMENMEN

3.U.U.h dNrMNLh UN8NFULENNE 3Uu3sSUuarne

TEAM HOMENMEN 1- TOURNAMENT GAME
HOMENMEN VS DINAMO INTERNAZIONALE
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 12,2017 1:30PM
SEPULVEDA BASIN
6201 Balboa Blvd, Van Nuys, CA 91406

TEAM HOMENMEN 2 - LEAGUE GAME
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 12,2017 9:PM
HOMENMEN VS UNITED FC.
VILLA PARKE EAST, PASADENA

21

SEROP'S CAFE
GREEK & LEBANESE FOOD

SERVING BATON ROUGE SINCE 1979
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