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SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1975
More locations and more ways to service your insurance and financial needs

A.B.A. INSURANCE SERVICES
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Coverage & Protection
should be on the top

of your priority list.
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Karabakh Army Repels
Major Azerbaijani Attack

STEPANAKERT -- Ceasefire vio-
lations around Nagorno-Karabakh dra-
matically intensified early on Satur-
day, with Karabakh forces repelling
major Azerbaijani attacks at two sec-
tions of the frontline.

The NKR Defense Army said
Azerbaijani forces used de-mining
machines and other “special means”
when they attempted to seize its posi-
tions at frontline sections east and
southeast of Karabakh early in the
morning. They were pushed back,
suffering significant casualties in the
process, the army said in a statement.

“Several [Azerbaijani] corpses are
lying in no man’s land,” said the state-
ment. “Nobody was killed or wounded
on the Armenian side.”

The Azerbaijani Defense Minis-
try admitted suffering casualties,
claiming that Armenian troops tried to
penetrate their positions. “The enemy
attempted to capture beneficial posi-
tions” but was forced to retreat, the
Azeri statement said.

The NKR Defense Ministry is-
sued a statement stating that: “On Feb-

ruary 25, as of 03:00 and 04:00, the
Azerbaijani side conducted an attack
attempt at two south-eastern (Martuni)
and eastern (Akna) directions by using
respective mine clearance equipment
and special measures.

The NKR Defense Army forces
prevented the advance ofthe Azerbaijani
forces on time at both directions due to
video devices and threw them back by
causing losses. As a result of the coun-
termeasures taken by the Defense
Army, the Azerbaijani side suffered
losses and has wounded. Several bod-
ies are in the neutral zone. The Arme-
nian side has no casualties and
wounded.

At the same time, according to
the information by the respective struc-
tures of the Defense Army, in the
eastern direction movement of troops
and military equipment of the Azer-
baijani side is being realized.

The NKR Defense Army forces
continue confidently controlling the
situation along the entire length of the

Continued on page 2

Nazarpek Youth Protest
Azeri Propaganda in France

PARIS — On Sunday, February
26, in the heart of the French capital,
Azeridictatorial authorities planned an
musical performance dedicated to the
so called “Khojali Massacres.”

In response, the Social Demo-
crat Hunchakian Party’s Nazarpek
Youth Association, with the coordina-
tion of the Armenian Council of Eu-
rope mobilized various youth groups
and organized a counter demonstra-
tion to this blatant attempt at Azeri
propaganda.

“We organized this protest against
this event, which aspires to desecrate
the good name of Armenians in order
tojustify continued aggression against
Artsakh.” read a statement issued by
the Nazarpek Youth Association. “With
a decline in the price of oil causing a
recession in the Azeri economy and

rising unemployment, the Azeriregime
is increasing the threat of war to avoid
economic and social issues being raised
by its people.”

“To justify this state of war,
the Azeri authorities have been uti-
lizing events such as this, to falsely
portray Armenians as murders and
confuse its own citizenry, as well as
the international community, while
it continues to attack,” the statement
continued.

“We, the SDHP Nazarpek Youth
Association, will continue to fight
against the authoritarian, fascist and
racist Azeri regime. We will not allow
the blood stained Azeri regime, the
same regime that massacred and de-
ported 500,000 ethnic Armenians dur-
ing the Sumgayit and Baku pogroms,
to advance its racist propaganda.”

ACA-PAC Announces

LOS ANGELES, CA — The Ar-
menian Council of America-PAC
(ACA-PAC) is proud to announce its
endorsement of candidates for the
March 7 Los Angeles Municipal elec-
tions.

The endorsement process in-
cluded a careful evaluation and analy-
sis of the background of each candi-
date, their commitment to public ser-
vice, actions they have taken towards
promoting good governance in the City
of Los Angeles for its citizens, and
their future goals towards the prosper-
ity and positive growth of the city.

Los Angeles has been home to
hundreds of thousands of citizens of
Armenian descent for many decades
and Armenian Americans have been an
integral force in the fabric and makeup
of this racially, ethnically, religiously,
socioeconomically, and culturally di-
verse city. Therefore, it is our civic
duty and moral obligation to continue

to contribute to this great city and pass
down that sense of responsibility and
pride to succeeding generations of
Armenian Americans by exercising our
voting rights at the polls.

For the Los Angeles City May-
oral seat, ACA-PAC is pleased to en-
dorse Mayor Garcetti to continue his
active agenda towards the betterment
of the City and all its residents. As
Mayor, Eric Garcetti has been an ac-
tive and engaged supporter of the Ar-
menian American community, and has
participated and provided support for
several community-wide events and
programs.

In the Los Angeles City Council
elections, ACA-PAC is proud to en-
dorse Monica Rodriguez for the Los
Angeles City Council District 7 (CD
7). CD 7 encompasses one of the most
vibrant and fastest growing Armenian

Continued on page 2

Archbishop Aram Ateshian to Resign by March 15
New Patriarch to be Elected
Within Six-Months

ETCHMIADZIN -- An agreement
on the elections of the Patriarch of
Istanbul has been reached after two
days of discussions at the Mother See
of Holy Etchmiadzin.

Based on the agreement, the
Locum Tenens will be elected by the
Clerical Assembly by March 15. The
elections will terminate the powers of
the General Vicar of the Patriarch Aram
Ateshian. The Bishops will have equal
rights to participate in the elections of
the Locum Tenens.

After the clections, the Clerical

Assembly will form a commission com-
prising clergymen and secular figures to
organize the transfer of power from the
General Vicar to the Locum Tenens.

The elections of the initiative
group will be organized within 10 days
after the election of the Locum Ten-
ens. The group will, in turn, organize
the elections of the Patriarch of Istanbul
within a six-month period.

With the participation of three
friar bishops, Aram Ateshian, General

Continued on page4
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EU, Armenia Finalize New Deal
on Closer Ties

BRUSSELS (RFR/RL) -- The
European Union and Armenia finalized
a new agreement on deepening their
political and economic ties on Monday
more than one year after the South
Caucasus state’s controversial acces-
sion to a Russian-led trade bloc.

“I am very pleased to announce
today the conclusion of negotiations
on the new EU-Armenia Comprehen-
sive and Enhanced Partnership Agree-
ment,” Donald Tusk, the president of
the European Council, the EU’s top
decision-making body, said after talks
with Armenia’s visiting President Serzh
Sarkisian.

“This new agreement will broaden
the scope of our relations, taking into
account the new global, political and
economic interests we share and chal-
lenges we want to face together,” Tusk
told a joint news briefing in Brussels.

“The EU is already the first trade
partner of Armenia, its first interna-
tional donor and strongest supporter to
reforms,” he said. “We intend to ex-
pand these relations further in the com-
ing years.”

“Duringthe 25 years of Armenia’s
independence the EU has always stood
by our side and provided substantial
financial, technical and moral support,
the results of which are now visible in
a wide range of areas,” Sarkisian said,
for his part. The Armenian govern-
ment is “determined to further this
partnership,” he added.

The accord initialed during
Sarkisian’s visit to Brussels will serve
as a less ambitious substitute for an
Association Agreement negotiated by
Armenian and EU officials in the sum-
mer of 2013. Sarkisian precluded its

signing with his unexpected decision
in September 2013 to make Armenia
part of the Russian-led Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union (EEU). The U-turn was
widely attributed to strong Russian
pressure.

The alternative deal apparently
contains the main political and some
economic provisions of the cancelled
Association Agreement. But it has no
free trade-related component due to
Armenia’s membership in the EEU.

Tusk emphasized that “commit-
ment to democracy, human rights,
and the rule of law” is at the heart of
thenew deal. The EU is also aiming for
close economic ties with Armenia and,
in particular, “new opportunities in
trade and investments,” he said.

The deal is likely to be signed in
May, at least one month after
Armenia’s parliamentary elections
slated for April 2. The EU allocated
recently 7 million euros ($7.4 million)
to enable the Armenian authorities to
take significant measures aimed at
preventing vote rigging. The bulk of
that money will be spent on the pur-
chase of electronic equipment for veri-
fying voters’ identity and providing
live online broadcasts from the vast
majority of polling stations.

A senior EU diplomat said late
last week that Brussels expects the
authorities in Yerevan to hold “good
elections.” Sarkisian reiterated on
Monday that his administration is com-
mitted to that.

Russia’s ambassador to Arme-
nia, Ivan Volynkin, indicated earlier
this month that Moscow does not
object to Yerevan’s efforts to forge
closer links with the EU.

Karabakh Army Repels

Continued from page 1

border and are ready to give respective
response to any Azerbaijani provocation”.

Armenia’s Defense Ministry simi-
larly accused Baku of seeking to “mis-
lead its own people and the interna-
tional community.”

“Azerbaijan’s military-political lead-
ership has been escalating the situation
along the Line of Contact and spreading
disinformation for several days,” the min-
istry spokesman, Artsrun Hovannisian,
wrote on his Facebook page.

“The Armenian side is observing
the ceasefire regime and calling on the
Azerbaijani side to refrain from steps
aimed at further escalating the situa-
tion,” he added.

The Defense Ministry also re-
leased a video proving the Azerbaijani
aggression committed in the Nagorno
Karabakh-Azerbaijan line of contact
overnight.

“The first ring indicates the re-
lease of Tropa mine-clearing line
charge. The second ring shows the
dust generated after its release, as well
as the respective fire of the Armenian
side. The third shot shows the escape
ofthe Azerbaijani forces under the fire
of the Armenian side. The scenes re-
flect the operations at directions of
Aghdam, Akna. And in the end, the
scene clearly shows the bodies of
Azerbaijani soldiers left in Martuni”,
Artsrun Hovannisian — Spokesman of
the Defense Ministry said.
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Azerbaijan Issues International Arrest
Warrants for Three EU Parliament Members

BAKU (RFE/RL) -- Authorities in
Azerbaijan have issued international
arrest warrants for three pro-Arme-
nian members of the European Parlia-
ment who visited Nagorno-Karabakh
Republic and monitored a constitu-
tional referendum held there this week.

The APA news agency reported
late on Wednesday that Frank Engel of
Luxembourg, Eleni Theocharous of
Cyprus and the Czech Republic’s
Jaromir Stetina are accused of illegally
visiting “occupied lands of Azerbaijan.”

The three politicians represent-
ing their countries in the European
Union’s legislative body are also facing
charges stemming from their monitor-
ing of Monday’s Karabakh referendum
strongly condemned by Baku. They all
described the vote as democratic on
Tuesday.

The Azerbaijani authorities have
asked Interpol, an international police
organization, to help them arrest Engel,
Theocharous and Stetina. A court in
Baku has formally authorized their pre-
trial detention, according to APA.

The three European Parliament
members, who stand for international
recognition of Karabakh’s indepen-

dence, had already been declared per-
sonae non grata in Azerbaijan because
of their previous trips to NKR. The
Azerbaijani government has also black-
listed more than 500 other non-Arme-
nian foreigners for the same reason.

Armenia’s Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Shavarsh Kocharian dismissed
Baku’s attempt to arrest Engel,
Theocharous and Stetina as “ridicu-
lous.” “This will certainly not affect
further visits to Artsakh (Karabakh) in
any way,” Kocharian told RFE/RL’s
Armenian service (Azatutyun.am) on
Thursday.

The arrest warrants came two
weeks after Belarus controversially
handed over to Azerbaijan Alexander
Lapshin, a Russian-Israeli blogger de-
tained in Minsk in December. Lapshin
visited Karabakh in 2011 and 2012
and gave detailed accounts of those
trips on his Russian-language travel
blog.

Armenia strongly condemned
Lapshin’s extradition. The Belarusian
authorities were also criticized by the
Russian Foreign Ministry as well as
the London-based human rights group
Amnesty International.

ACA-PAC Announces LA City Endorsments

Continued frompage 1

American communities in Los Ange-
les, yet the district has been grossly
neglected by the revolving door of past
City Councilmembers whose political
ambitions led them to abandon the
district and ignore the growing needs
and concerns of CD 7. Monica knows
first-hand how the years of neglect
and broken promises have hurt CD 7,
and is committed to creating a long
standing legacy of good governance.
Most Armenians are raised with the
understanding that it is up to us indi-
vidually, and as a community, to advo-
cate for causes we believe in if we
wish to see change. Through different
organizations, we volunteer our time
to ensure that a variety of issues that
are important to us as Armenians are
being addressed and recognized. We
fight through our advocacy work to
make sure that our morals and values
are being reflected and represented
within our communities for the better-
ment of our neighborhoods. Monica
Rodriguez’s parents raised her with
the same philosophy that our parents
raised us with. As a longtime commu-
nity leader, non-profit director, public
servant, and as a mom, Monica has a
sense of obligation and immense pride
towards the community that she grew
up inandisraising her own children in.
Monica Rodriguez has been an
advocate with a clear, unmistakable
voice for the betterment of the North-
East Valley practically all of her life.
Simply put, she cares deeply for the
neighborhood she has always called
home and will do everything in her power
for its improvement. She is the right
person for the job, to ensure that the
voices in the community are being re-
flected in every way. That is why we are
in support of Monica Rodriguez for the
office of City Council for District 7.
ACA-PAC is also proud to con-

tinue supporting Council District 13
Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell.
Through his first term,
Councilmember O’Farrell has shown
his dedication and hard work; includ-
ing helping restore the blighted sec-
tions of the district, and listening to
the concerns of the entire community.
Councilmember O’Farrell initiated the
designation of the “Little Armenia”
intersection of Hollywood Blvd. and
Western Avenue, the ‘Armenian Geno-
cide Memorial Square.” As he has
done in previous years, as well as
subsequent years, Councilmember
O’Farrell and his office were also
instrumental in garnering and organiz-
ing City support for the March for
Justice, commemorating the Centen-
nial of the Armenian Genocide, which
drew over 160 thousand participants.
He has been and continues to be, an
ardent supporter of the Armenian
Cause, Armenian American issues, and
Artsakh. We are certain O’Farrell’s
leadership will continue to improve
CD 13, which includes the community
of Little Armenia, and look forward to
our working relationship with him.

ACA-PAC encourages all Arme-
nian Americans to exercise their civic
duties and rights as citizens on March
7 by voting for these candidates who
represent our common values, ideals
and aspiration for the progress of our
long-standing and growing communi-
ties in Los Angeles.

Other notable mentions within
the upcoming Los Angeles City Mu-
nicipal elections include, Council-
member Bob Blumenfield for Los
Angeles City Council District 3,
Councilmember Paul Koretz for Los
Angeles City Council District 5, Gre-
gory Martayan for Member of the
Board of Education LAUSD District
4, and Araz Parseghian for Member
of the Board of Education LAUSD
District 6.



MARCH 4, 2017

Massis Weekly 3

ONEArmenia Launches
“Mine Free Lachin” Campaign

The people of Nagorno Karabakh
face a constant threat, but that threat
isn’t limited to the Line of Contact with
Azerbaijan.

Nagorno Karabakh is riddled with
landmines, remnants of the bloody
conflict with Azerbaijan beginning in
1988. These mines lay hidden and
forgotten. Residents (men, women and
children alike) are constantly in danger
of accidentally stepping on one. Since
1995 there have been 370 civilian ca-
sualties, as a result of landmines and
unexploded ordnance, ? of which in-
volved children. This is, per capita,
one of the highest rates in the world.

ONEArmenia, in partnership with
The HALO Trust (HALO), has launched
a crowdfunding campaign, Mine Free
Lachin, to clear one minefield
(31,839m? of land) in the Lachin Cor-
ridor, near the village of Meghvadzor.
A total of 31 minefields remain in
Lachin. Once this land is cleared, the
people living there can go about their
lives, cultivating the fields, grazing
their cattle, and further developing
their communities safely and without
fear of life threatening accidents. Free-
ing the land of mines is an integral step
towards development of the region.

The HALO Trust has cleared 88%
of the known minefields in Nagorno
Karabakh and is hopeful that by the
year 2020 Karabakh will be 100% mine
free. When it is, Nagorno Karabakh
will serve as a shining example of how
very possible it is to revitalize a land
that has been ravaged by war.

“We are working to permanently
remove a finite, solvable problem. Once
the mines are found and destroyed
they don’t come back, allowing people
to get on with their lives without fear
of permanent physical, mental and
emotional trauma.” said Ash Boddy,
HALO Program Manager in Nagorno
Karabakh.

The HALO Trust has been work-
ing to clear Nagorno Karabakh of
landmines since 2000 and is the only
organization doing so. To date they
have cleared 453 minefields totalling
45,872,000m? of land and impacting
the lives of approximately 125,000
people. They have engaged the local
population, empowering them to take
matters into their own hands when it
comes to creating a safe environment
for their children to grow up in. One
hundred and sixty six local men and
women are employed by HALO and
trained to find and destroy mines. In

doing so they are able to support their
families and secure the future of their
respective communities.

For the majority of the minefields
they have cleared, HALO has received
funding from the U.S. Agency for
International Development (USAID).
However the village of Meghvadzor,
and the entire Lachin corridor, do not
fall into the boundaries of what was
considered Nagorno Karabakh during
the Soviet Union. For this reason gov-
ernmental organizations will not assist
inthe clearance of the land. This means
that HALO isreliant on donations from
individuals who are willing to invest in
the development of Nagorno Karabakh.
One such donor, who prefers to re-
main anonymous, is willing to match
every donation made.

“With the assistance of our gener-
ous anonymous donor, there is an op-
portunity now for ordinary people who
want to make a difference to be part of
the solution, to see their donation and
their impact doubled, and to create safe
steps for the future generations of
Nagorno Karabakh.” said Mr. Boddy.

During what has come to be
known as the “Four Day War” in April
of 2016, Armenians from around the
world showed their support of Nagorno
Karabakh by donating to a variety of
crowdfunding campaigns. Over
$200,000 was raised to support sol-
diers and their families, purchase medi-
cal supplies and to bring in interna-
tional journalists to encourage objec-
tive coverage of the events in the media.
It quickly became evident how much the
global community wanted to do every-
thing in their power to help. Their dona-
tions, emotional support and words of
encouragement spoke volumes.

Though the conflict between
Nagorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan has
not escalated to the severity it did in
April, there is still a very real need to be
addressed. It has been almost a year,
and there is a long way to go towards
the development of Karabakh. Clear-
ing the land of mines is imperative to
building a safe and productive envi-
ronment for the people living there.

“Our mission is to build paths
towards economic sustainability
throughout Armenia and Nagorno
Karabakh. From Yerevan to Lachin,
the time to invest in the future is
NOW.” said Patrick M. Sarkissian
Founder of ONEArmenia.

Donate to Mine Free Lachin to-
day and help invest in the future.

Civil Society Organizations in Armenia
Call for Greater Political Participation of Diaspora
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£ FOR OPEN SOCIETY

With this open letter we, a group of civil society and human rights
organizations from Armenia appeal to Diaspora Armenians — individuals, organi-
zations and non-formal groups - to take an active stance in the political life of
Armenia.

We have always felt the great love of Diaspora for our country and are
indeed grateful for immense and tireless support that our compatriots abroad
were rendering to the people of Armenia throughout many years. However, since
Armenia’s independence in 1991, we have lived — and you have witnessed — the
heart-breaking conditions of our country: poverty, depopulation, and the slow
surrender of our national sovereignty. Continuously rigged elections and political
corruption have concentrated almost all socio economic power in the hands of
an unrepresentative oligarchic elite. Natural resources are depleted to serve short-
term and small group interests; poverty and social injustice grow in parallel with
the remarkably improving welfare of a number of decision-makers. Civic and
political rights of citizens are systematically violated, peaceful assemblies against
the injustice are brutally cracked down and the controlled judiciary fails to ensure
fair judgments, increasing the number of political prisoners. After all, the 4-day
war of April 2016 revealed how the uncontrolled and unpunished corruption
exhausts the resources of the Armenian Army and threatens the security of
Armenia.

Twenty-five years after the Independence, we can no longer consider these
conditions to be the birth-pains of a new republic. Though it may not seem
apparent upon first glance, the lack of democracy underpins nearly all other
national issues. Indeed, democracy is at the heart of nation-building in the 21st
century.

We, the undersigned, have worked and fought tirelessly for rule of law and
democracy in Armenia. We have developed the infrastructure and activated our
citizens in monitoring elections — the single most fundamental process of
democracy. But our resources have been limited.

We are writing to tell you that we need you. Not your donations or
remittances, but you — your spirit and physical presence in Armenia — here on the
ground, at the voting precincts — engaging, observing, and taking ownership of
your role in this historic quest for Armenian democracy.

The upcoming Parliamentary Elections are of paramount importance for the
country. As a result of the Constitutional Referendum of 2015, which was itself
marred by rampant corruption, Armenia now begins its transition to a parliamen-
tary republic. This means there will be no further presidential elections, and the
upcoming Parliamentary Elections will decide the future of Armenia.

Weurge all the Diaspora organizations, institutions and active individuals to
join us in our endeavors and render your support to promote justice, human
rights, free and fair elections, accountable governance, civil rights and dignity.
Get in touch with us, come to us and let’s walk this path together.

The future of Armenia is democratic, and that future begins today, with
your participation and solidarity.

Join us!

Find out how to join our election observation efforts by visiting
www.citizenobserver.am or emailing info@citizenobserver.am. We encourage
all Armenians of the Diaspora to join, regardless of age, citizenship, political
affiliation, or fluency in Armenian.

Transparency International Anticorruption Center; Journalists Club
“Asparez”; Europe in Law Association; Helsinki Citizens Assembly
Vanadzor; Goris Journalists Club; Centre for Community Mobilization
and Support; “Sose” NGO; National Young Women’s Christian Associa-
tion of Armenia; Northern Branch of Eurasia Partnership Foundation;
“Peace Dialogue” NGO; Women’s Resource Center; “Public Information
and Need of Knowledge” NGO; Foundation against the Violation of Law;
“Guarantee” Center of Civil Society; Lori Citizens’ Union; “Logos” NGO".
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AGBU Hye Geen and Young Circle 11th
Annual International Conference

On April 1,2017, AGBU Hye Geen
and AGBU Hye Geen’s Young Circle will
hold their 11th Annual International Con-
ference entitled “Evaluating the Changes
Within the Armenian Family.” This most
timely topic will focus on changes af-
fecting the central role of the Armenian
family both in Armenia and the Diaspora
in Southern California.

The Conference will be held at the
AGBU Center, located at 2495 Moun-
tain Street, Pasadena, California91104.
Registration will start at 9:00 a.m.,
lunch will be served at noon and the
event is scheduled to close at 2:00 p.m.

Six distinguished professors and
researchers will present a comprehen-
sive review of the prime institution
assuring the survival of the nation.
They will raise awareness about per-
sistent problems as well as available
resources to tackle them.

The first speaker, Misha
Margaryan, M.A. from Yerevan State
University will probe “The problem
of how the Family is presented in
the History of Textbooks in Arme-
nian Schools.” This vital national
identity issue will be followed by
Father Vazken Movsesian, B.A., di-
rector of In His Shoes Ministries, in-
terpreting “Challenges of Today’s Ar-
menian Family.” Then Pastor Daniel
Albarian, Master of Divinity from Chris-
tian Outreach for Church will consider
the urgency of “Nurturing the Family
for the Advancement of Culture.” A
subject of far-reaching consequences
will be examined by Dr. Anahid Nara
Sahakyan, Vice Dean of the Faculty of
Sociology, Yerevan State University,

concerning “Selective Abortion as a
Manifestation of Domestic Violence.”
The need to combat selective abor-
tions is underlined by the fact that
Armenia rates as the second country in
the world where according to the Gen-
der Gap Report, 14,000 girls are not
being born annually.

After the lunch break, Armenui
Amy Ashvanian Esq., Deputy Attor-
ney in Los Angeles, will deal with a
human rights problem with deep cul-
tural roots that no country has solved,
namely “Domestic Violence, Prosecu-
tion and its Challenges.” Accurate sta-
tistics about the subject are hard to
collect as victims are seldom eager to
report, especially if they are financially
dependent on their abusers. Finally,
Dr. Matthew A. Jendian, professor
and Chair of Sociology, also director
of Humanics at Fresno State Univer-
sity, will base his presentation about
“Becoming American, Remaining Eth-
nic Armenian” on his noteworthy pub-
lication about issues of assimilation,
cultural retention and ethnic identity
among four generations of Armenian
Americans.

A question and answer session will
follow, when the speakers will address
the issues raised by the audience.

In view of the increased number
of immigrants from Armenia and the
disintegration of the Middle Eastern
Armenian communities, the discourse
about the changes within the Armenian
family as the bastion of Armenian sur-
vival will hopefully consolidate the
urgency of men and women contribut-
ing to civil society.

Archbishop Aram Ateshian to Resign by March 15

Continued from page 1

Vicar of Armenian Patriarchate of
Istanbul, Bishop Sahak Mashalyan,
president of the spiritual council of the
Armenian Patriarchate of Istanbul, and
Archbishop Karekin Bekchian, Primate
of the Armenian Diocese of Germany,
a number of meetings took place on
February 23-24 chaired by the
Catholicos of All Armenians, His Holi-
ness Karekin II.

The recent incidents in the Ar-
menian Patriarchy in Istanbul, the stir
over the Patriarchal election and dis-
agreements were touched upon during
the meetings.

Discussions revolved around the
proposals leading to some key agree-
ments, including the election of the

locum tenens by March 15. As aresult,
the powers of the General Vicar will be
suspended. Another key agreement is
that all the friar bishops have equal
rights to run for locum tenens.
Following the election the Reli-
gious Council will set a commission
comprised of clergymen and secular
people to organize the handover-ac-
ceptance as prescribed by law.
Following the election of the
locum tenens an Initiating body will
be set within 10 days, which headed
by the locum tenens will organize
the election of the Patriarch of
Constantinople according to stan-
dard procedures. The Initiating body
shall report on the works of orga-
nizing the Patriarchal elections to
the Religious Council and the public
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AMAA's Humanitarian Medical Aid
to the Armenian Army

PARAMUS, NJ — Recently the
Armenian Missionary Association of
America (AMAA), through the gra-
cious effort of AMAA member Dr.
Chris Tashjian, donated medical equip-
ment, instruments and beds to the RA
Ministry of Defense. The official pre-
sentation was held on February 20 at
the Medical Central Base of the De-
fense Ministry. Harout Nercessian,
AMAA's Armenia Representative,
Lusine Ohanyan, Coordinator of
AMAA-Armenia's External Affairs and
Major Nver Arakelian, Chief Com-
mander of Medical Central Base, were
present.

"These items are all extremely
necessary for our hospitals and other
medical institutions," said Com-
mander Arakelian in his opening re-

marks, “and they will contribute to
the improvement of our medical care
and services. I must emphasize that
this is not the first aid we are receiv-
ing from AMAA. In 2015, the Asso-
ciation donated numerous electroni-
cally controlled hospital beds and
equipment. [ want to thank the AMAA
for helping our Army."

Mr. Nercessian explained that this
assistance is implemented by the AMAA
on behalf of the MATTER organiza-
tion and the transportation was fi-
nanced by Dr. Tashjian. He also stressed
that the equipment and tools were
thoroughly examined before they were
shipped to Armenia. He assured us that
this kind of aid to the Ministry of
Defense for medical institutions will
continue in the future.

Susan Sarandon and Painter Tigran
Tsitoghzhyan Star in 'American Mirror'

NEW YORK -- Academy-award
winner Susan Sarandon stars in Arthur
Balder's new experimental documentry
film 'American Mirror' with Armenian
painter Tigran Tsitoghzhyan

The new film is in its final stages,
MP Press & Communication reveals.

The director was honored with
two consecutive awards by the Asso-
ciation of Latin Entertainment Critics
of New York for his first work, Little
Spain and for experimental film The
Reality of the Imaginary, premiered at
MoMA, as well as the Lady Of the
Victory of the Critics Circle of Mexico.

He also gained the recognition of the
Hispanic Organization of Latin Actors
of New York as outstanding documen-
tary fimmaker.

The producer of the film is David
Shara, a New Yorker, who is taking
care of an audiovisual product that
defies the boundaries between docu-
mentary and fiction.

The film also features The Pyra-
mid star Ashley Hinshaw, topmodels
such as Hilary Rhoda, jewelry designer
Morgan Shara, and The Expanse TV
series co-star Florence Faivre, among
others.

on monthly basis.

The Initiating body shall ensure
equal conditions the Patriarchal candi-
dates for their election campaign.

In case a Patriarch is not elected

within 6 months a motion of no confi-
dence towards the locum tenens and
the Initiating body can be tabled by the
Church congress and the heads of
community establishments.
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AN EXTRAORDINARY
ART EXHIBITION

BY RENOWNED ARTIST

SHMAVON
SHMAVONYAN

MARCH 10-12, 2017

OPENING RECEPTION
FRIDAY, MARCH 10, 7 - 11em

EXHIBIT WILL REMAIN OPEN
SATURDAY, MARCH 11, 7 - 11pm
SUNDAY, MARCH 12, 11am- 6pm

A.G.B.U.

VATCHE & TAMAR
MANOUKIAN CENTER
BOYAJIAN HALL

2495 E. MOUNTAIN ST.
PASADENA, CALIFORNIA 91104

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE CALL 626-794-7942
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