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2016 Human Rights Report

Promoting human rights and democratic governance is a core
element of U.S. foreign policy. These values form an essential
foundation of stable, secure, and functioning societies. Standing up
for human rights and democracy is not just a moral imperative but
is in the best interests of the United States in making the world
more stable and secure. The 2016 Country Reports on Human
Rights Practices (The Human Rights Reports) demonstrate the
United States’ unwavering commitment to advancing liberty, human
dignity, and global prosperity.
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Siamanto B. Maronian
818/269-0909 |

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1975
More locations and more ways to service your insurance and financial needs

300 N. Lake Ave. Suite 500
Pasadena, CA 91101

A.B.A. INSURANCE SERVICES

Insurance coverage can help you finan

Uuyjwhnugpniphuap WGhpwdbnun £

Coverage & Protection
should be on the top ]

of your priority list.
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PASADENA, CA 91104
Ununph bnikp $30

ADDRESS: AEBU -

Stntipp wywhnybne hwdwp,
<pnwaw) bty 818-384-2987 i 626-354-5924

MAGIC OF FLAVORS
Join to support HOMENMEN Soccer Team

Variety of delicious homemade food, drink, live music
with famous Organist Hovig Naccashian; Singing NAREG
KHOKOZIAN - One of HOMENMEN"s best soccer player, DJ -
Maximum entertainment all night guaranteed.

Saturday, April 1% 2017, starting @8:30pm
GARO SOGHANALIAN HALL
1060 N. ALLEN AVENUE, PASADENA, CA 91104
Entrance Donation $30; Reserve your seats at; 818-384-2987 or 626-354-5924

Utql 616913 - upwmpnuipul <mﬂq'

Guqumjhpynipunip
LUU-h dupsnpoliii
Stnh §’'niitii) Guwpwe, 1 Wuyyphp 2017
tptiynjtiwh dunip 8:30-Lh ujutivg:
ADDRESS: 1060 N. ALLEN AVENUE
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Sergey Lavrov: De-Escalation of Karabakh
Conflict is Essential for Resuming
Substantive Negotiations

MOSCOW (RFE/RL) -- Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov on
Monday called on Armenia and
Azerbaijan to take confidence-building
measures that would reverse the latest
upsurge in fighting around Nagorno-
Karabakh.

Speaking after talks with his
visiting Azerbaijani counterpart ElImar
Mammadyarov, Lavrov said a “de-
escalation” of the Karabakh conflict
is essential for resuming “substan-
tive negotiations” on its peaceful
resolution.He also admitted that the
conflicting sides are still far apart on
“two or three” elements of a frame-
work peace accord that has for years
been advanced by the Russian, U.S.
and French mediators.

Lavrov noted that the parties
broadly agree on the peace formula
envisaging Armenian withdrawal from
“districts around Karabakh” and a de-
cision on the disputed territory’s sta-
tus which would “take into account
the opinion of the people living there.”

“On most of these aspects of a
final settlement we have an agreement,
but two or three topics, which are key
to the final package, are still being
discussed,” he told a joint news con-
ference with Mammadyarov.“We are
still far from seeing a situation where
the parties will work out a common
approach to these remaining issues.”

The chief Russian diplomat did
not disclose these sticking points, say-
ing only that he discussed them with
Mammadyarov in detail.

Lavrov went on to stress: “In the
existing conditions, before we can re-
sume substantive negotiations on set-
tling the remaining issues it is every
important to achieve a de-escalation of
the situation on the ground which has
escalated on the Line of Contact and in
the public domain lately.”

Ceasefire violations around
Karabakh have intensified in recent
weeks, with each side accusing the
other of using mortars on a daily basis.
At least five Azerbaijani soldiers were
killed on February 25 in what Karabakh
army called Azerbaijani attacks at two
sections of the “line of contact” re-
pelled by its frontline troops. The
Azerbaijani military denied launching
incursions there, despite admitting that
its soldiers died in the no-man’s land
just east of Karabakh.

Lavrov said the two sides should

Continued on page 3

Nagorno-Karabakh Air Defense Forces
Shoot Down Azerbaijani Drone

STEPANAKERT -- The anti-
air defense forces of Nagorno-
Karabakh Defense Army have shot
down an unmanned drone belonging
to Azerbaijan’s military.

The Orbiter drone crossed the
country’s air border from the east of
the Line of Contact at 12:15pm local

time on Saturday, says an official press
release by the NKR Ministry of De-
fense.

The frontline military subdivi-
sions of the Defense Army keep
Nagorno-Karabakh's land and air bor-
ders under strong control, taking re-
taliatory action when necessary.

Armenian Genocide Committee Announces
April 24 March for Justice in LA

LOS ANGELES—The Armenian
Genocide Committee calls upon all
segments of our community to join
together in a MARCH FOR JUSTICE
on Monday, April 24, 2017 at 12pm
from the Pan Pacific Park to the Turk-
ish Consulate in Los Angeles as we
continue to fight for justice and against
the denial of the Armenian Genocide.
Organizational leaders in Southern
California call upon the Armenian-
American community to remain vigi-
lant and active as we continue to voice
our collective demands for justice.

It is our belief that our voices
are most loudly and effectively heard
when they are unified, and to that
end, we proudly announce the con-
tinued cooperation of community
organizations to organize and ex-
ecute the commemorative activities
and demands for justice for this
year under the banner of the Arme-
nian Genocide Committee (“AGC”)
consisting of the organizations and
entities listed below.

Armenian Genocide Committee:

Western Diocese of the Arme-
nian Church of North America;Western
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church; Armenian Catholic Church of

MARCH::

¥ JUSTICE

Armenian Genocide

North America; Armenian Evangelical
Union of North America; Armenian
Revolutionary Federation; Armenian
Democratic Liberal Party; Social
Democrat Hunchak Party; Armenian
General Benevolent Union — Western
District; Armenian Relief Society —
Western USA; Homenetmen Western
U.S. Region; Armenian Y outh Federa-
tion; Armenian Assembly of America;
Armenian National Committee of
America— Western Region; Armenian
Council of America; Armenian Bar
Association; Organization of Istanbul
Armenians; United Armenian Council
of Los Angeles; Committee for Arme-
nian Students in Public Schools
(CASPS)

Interpol Rejects Azerbaijani Claims

YEREVAN -- The Interpol’s Na-
tional Central Bureau of Azerbaijan
released a statement on March 1 ad-
dressed to Interpol member states, on
issuing international arrest warrants
for a group of foreign and Armenian
scientists carrying out archeological
excavations in Nagorno Karabakh in
2016.

The warrants were issued based
on the Azerbaijani Criminal Code’s
article 116.0.8-3 (violating international
humanitarian norms during conflicts),
165.2.2 (violation of copyright rights),
183.2.1 (looting items of special value),
183.2.2, 281.2 (calls against the state)
and 318.02 (illegally crossing the state
border of Azerbaijan).

On receiving the notices, the
National Central Bureau of Interpol of
the RA Police submitted the necessary
grounds and clarifications to the Gen-

eral Secretariat of Interpol over the
fact that the Azerbaijani side makes
another attempt to drag Interpol into
its political issues, which definitely
contradicts Article 3 of the Constitu-
tion of the organization (“It is strictly
forbidden for the Organization to un-
dertake any intervention or activities
of a political, military, religious or
racial character) and threatens the repu-
tation and the good name of Interpol.

Inits turn, the general secretariat
of Interpol found the Armenian law
enforcement’s information to be
grounded, and immediately responded
and released statements on the same
day to all member states notifying that
the information on the mentioned indi-
viduals contradicts Article 3 of
Interpol’s Constitution and international
arrest warrant cannot be issued for
them.
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Rex Tillerson: US Will Continue Supporting
Peaceful Settlement of Karabakh Conflict

YEREVA (News.am) -- Foreign
Minister of Armenia Edward Nalbandian
on Friday talked on phone with U.S.
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson.

The Armenian FM congratulated
his U.S. counterpart on assuming the
post, expressing conviction that their
joint efforts will give a new impetus to
the quarter-century Armenian-Ameri-
can interstate relations and the high-
level friendly cooperation.

Thanking for the congratulations,
Mr Tillerson stressed that the U.S.
values the warm and strong relations
between the two states and is ready to
continue the joint work aimed at their
further development.

During the phone call, the offi-
cials also referred to different issues
on the rich bilateral agenda and expan-
sion of trade and economic coopera-
tion. Moreover, they discussed a num-
ber of pressing regional and interna-

tional issues.

The U.S. Secretary of State ex-
pressed gratitude for Armenia's sig-
nificant contribution to the interna-
tional peacekeeping operations. Fur-
thermore, he highly appreciated the
circumstance of granting asylum in
Armenia to tens and thousands of Syr-
ian refugees.

Apart from this, Edward Nal-
bandian and Rex Tillerson exchanged
views on steps aimed at advancing the
process of the Karabakh conflict settle-
ment. The Armenian FM briefed his
counterpart on the recent develop-
ments in the confrontation zone. In
this context, the need for implement-
ing the agreements reached in Vienna
and St. Petersburg last year was
stressed. Secretary of State Tillerson,
for his part, assured that the U.S. will
continue to actively support the peace-
ful resolution of the conflict.

Erdogan Compares German Officials
to Nazis

ANKARA — Turkey’s presi-
dent has accused Germany of “fas-
cist actions” in a growing row be-
tween the two countries. Recep
Tayyip Erdogan hit out after Berlin
cancelled rallies designed to woo
Turkish voters in Germany ahead of
a key referendum.

“I thought Nazism had ended in
Germany. Turns out that it’s still going
on, plain and visible.”

Erdogan’s remarks have fanned
anger across the European Union. Aus-
trian Chancellor Christian Kern has
called for an EU-wide ban on campaign
appearances by Turkish politicians to
avoid member countries coming under
pressure from Ankara.

Kern also said talks over Turkey
joining the EU should be abandoned.

Turkey’s Economy minister has
still gone ahead with an albeit reduced
meeting in Cologne, campaigning

among 1.4m Turks who live in Ger-
many and can vote in Erdogan’s April
referendum which will grant the presi-
dent more powers.

Butacross Europe there is mount-
ing unease over the president’s con-
tinuing crackdown following last
year’s failed coup.

The row has further soured rela-
tions between Berlin and Ankara amid
mounting public outrage in Germany
over the arrest in Turkey of a Turkish-
German journalist. The government
has accused the reporter of being a
member of the outlawed Kurdish mili-
tant group PKK.

Erdogan has called the journalist
—who works for well-established Ger-
man newspaper Die Welt—a “German
agent” and accused Germany of “aid-
ing and harboring terror”. German
officials said such allegations were
absurd.

Zangi: Armenian Challenge to Skype,
Viber and WhatsApp

YEREVAN (Armradio) — Zangi
represents Armenia at 2017 Mobile
World Congress (MWC) in Barcelona.
Attended by a number of telecommu-
nications companies of the world,
MWC is the world’s biggest and best
mobile industry event.

It provides IT companies world-
wide with an opportunity to showcase
their innovations, establish business
ties, promote their production and fol-
low global trends.

Established in 2013, Zangi began
its life by developing cutting-edge com-
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munications technology. The Com-
pany officially released its Zangi appli-
cation in early 2015.
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Kyrgyzstan Refuses to Join
Ant-Armenian Declaration

ISLAMABAD -- Azerbaijan on
Friday criticized Kyrgyzstan for re-
fusing to fully back a joint declaration
by Muslim states that voices support
for Baku’s position on the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict.

The Economic Cooperation Or-
ganization (ECO), a loose grouping of
Azerbaijan, Turkey, Iran, Pakistan and
six other Central Asian nations, adopted
the declaration at a summit held in
Islamabad on Wednesday.

The Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry
revealed that the Kyrgyz president re-
fused to sign “political provisions” of
the document.

One of them calls for aresolution
of the Karabakh conflict that would be
based on “the principles of respect for
sovereignty and territorial integrity,” a
clear reference to Azerbaijani sover-
eignty over Karabakh.

“Kyrgyzstan’s position is ab-
solutely incomprehensible,” the
Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry spokes-

man, Hikmet Hajiyev, told the Trend
news agency. “Such a position raises
the serious question of into whose
hands it plays.”

Like Armenia, Kyrgyzstan and two
other former Sovietrepublics aligned in
the ECO -- Kazakhstan and Tajikistan -
- are members of the Russian-led Eur-
asian Economic Union and Collective
Security Treaty Organization (CSTO).
They have repeatedly signed pro-
Azerbaijani declarations by Muslim and
Turkic states in the past, prompting
strong criticism from Armenia.

The CSTO heads of state issued
adifferent statement on the Armenian-
Azerbaijani dispute when they met in
Yerevan in October last year. The
statement backed the U.S., Russian
and French mediators’ pursuit of a
Karabakh settlement based not only on
territorial integrity of states but also
peoples’ right to self-determination.
The latter principle has long been cham-
pioned by Armenia.

Red Cross and Consulate General of Armenia
Ink a Memorandum of Understanding

LOS ANGELES -- The Consulate
General of the Republic of Armenia in
Los Angeles and the American Red
Cross Los Angeles Region have entered
into a Memorandum of Understanding.

“We’re delighted to have formal-
ized our relationship with the Consu-
late General. This agreement spells out
how the Consulate General of Armenia
and the Red Cross can work together
to provide assistance during disasters,
such as reconnecting loved ones, here
in Los Angeles and in Armenia,” said

Jarrett Barrios, CEO American Red
Cross Los Angeles Region.

With one of the largest concen-
trations of Armenian’s living in the Los
Angeles area, notably Glendale, this
Memorandum seeks to meet the disas-
ter caused emergency needs, and pro-
mote and support disaster prepared-
ness efforts of the Armenian commu-
nity in Los Angeles region.

The documents was signed by
deputy general consul Valery
Mkrtumyan and Jared Berrios.

The Messenger available on
10S and Android, offers users any-
where an extremely useful commu-

nication tool.

Continued onpage3
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Umit Kurt Explores Turkey’s Laws on Armenian Genocide-Era Dispossession Cases

GEORGE WASHING

WASHINGTON, DC -- Dr. Umit
Kurt, aPost-Doctoral Fellow at Harvard
University’s Center for Middle Eastern
Studies, outlined the complex laws
promulgated by Turkey to systemati-
cally dispossess Armenians of their
properties during and after the Arme-
nian Genocide, in a February 28 talk at
George Washington University Law
School.

“We were honored to partner
with George Washington University
Law School and Dean Susan
Karamanian on the lecture by Dr.
Umit Kurt, which has revealed many
important questions about Armenian
property claims that the Armenian
Legal Center for Justice and Human
Rights will continue to systemati-
cally pursue,” Kate Nahapetian, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Armenian
Legal Center noted.

"One of the many unsettled con-
sequences of the Armenian Genocide
is the status of the property once held
by the Armenians. Dr. Kurt provided
critical insight into the laws and prac-

tices of the Ottoman Empire as they
related to the property of Armenians
and their continuation under the Re-
public of Turkey. His work relied on
important original sources and shed
new light, in particular, on the liquida-
tion of Armenian assets,” explained
Susan Karamanian, Associate Dean for
International and Comparative Legal
Studies at George Washington Univer-
sity Law School, who hosted the talk.
In his talk, Dr. Kurt noted that
the state-orchestrated plunder and im-
poverishment of victims was an inte-
gral aspect of the Armenian Genocide.
“Despite widespread incidents of pri-
vate plunder and corruption, there is
no doubt that the seizure of Armenian
property was primarily state-orches-
trated genocide. . . . By losing all their
.. assets... [Armenians] were turned
from existence to non-existence,” Dr.
Kurt explained. The impoverishment
of the victim ensured that they would
not be able to return to their native
lands and helped fund the genocide
machine.

Hayastan All Armenian Fund
Marks 25th Anniversary

YEREVAN -- Today marks the
25th anniversary of the founding of
the Hayastan All-Armenian Fund.

On March 3, 1992, with the goal
of consolidating the resources and
capabilities of the worldwide Arme-
nian community for the development
and strengthening of Armenian state-
hood, the first president of Armenia,
Levon Ter-Petrosian issued a decree
establishing the Hayastan All-Arme-
nian Fund.

On May 16, 1992, the fund’s
24-member Board of Trustees issued
a statement, which said, “A devastat-
ing earthquake, thousands of home-
less refugees, a dire situation faced
by the Armenian population of
Artsakh, an economy in shambles,
andunrelenting blockades of the home-
land: these and many other difficulties
can be overcome only through the
synergistic mobilization of the re-
sources and efforts of the entire Ar-
menian nation, and through united
and harmonious work. Actively sup-
porting the development and strength-
ening of Armenian statehood, which
is the main prerequisite for the sur-
vival and prosperity of the Armenian
people, and contributing to the eco-
nomic, scientific, educational, spiri-
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tual, and cultural development of the
homeland must be an honor and a
matter of duty for each and every
Armenian.”

“Today, in the 25th year of its
existence, the Hayastan All-Armenian
Fund encompasses affiliates across
the globe, legions of volunteers de-
voted to its patriotic mission, benefac-
tors and grassroots donors who view
the development of the homeland as a
sacred duty, and a wide range of vitally
important projects thathave been imple-
mented through collaborative work. In
the past quarter century, thanks to the
powerful unity of Armenians through-
out the world, the Hayastan All-Arme-
nian Fund has carrie

The dispossession did not stop
after the fall of the Ottoman Empire,
but continued into the new Turkish
Republic. Dr. Kurt explained that both
the Ottoman Committee of Union and
Progress (CUP) and Turkish Republic’s
Kemalist leaders concocted ways to
make the illegal process of property
confiscation look legal through com-
plex laws, regulations and decrees.

For instance, the first act of the
new Turkish Republic’s Kemalist gov-
ernment was to annul provisions meant
to return properties to Armenians. The
Kemalist government brought back the
liquidation laws of the Ottoman perpe-
trators and even expanded them.

After the Lausanne Treaty was
signed, which required the return of
confiscated properties, Turkey cre-
ated a virtual wall that prohibited
Armenians’ return and ability to re-
claim their assets, Dr. Kurt observed.

Convoluted laws and regula-
tions were used, once again, to con-
solidate the fruits of the genocidal
crime. Dr. Kurt focused on the US-
Turkey Compensation Agreement of
1934 as an example of this. After the
genocide, Armenians, who had not
received Ottoman permission to be-
come naturalized American citizens,
were, for practical purposes, stripped
of Turkish citizenship rights and pro-
hibited from returning. However,
when the United States tried to resolve
their property claims through the US-
Turkey Compensation Agreement of
1934, Turkey insisted that Armenian
American claims be excluded, refus-
ing to recognize their US citizenship.
As a result, Americans of Armenian
heritage were denied justice in both
their adopted and native countries.

Dr. Kurt also touched on the
issue of archival records, noting
that the abandoned properties and
liquidation commissions set up to
dispose of Armenian properties kept
meticulous records, but these
records are still inaccessible. Dr.
Kurt tried unsuccessfully for more
than a year to gain access. He was
able to publish one record from the

commissions, which was maintained
by an Armenian family, that detailed
the properties down to the spoons
and knives that were taken and to
whom they were sold.

As for the Land Registry
records, which are well-organized
and can provide a detailed history to
Armenian heirs of their families’
properties, Dr. Kurt explained that
plans in 2005 to make them publicly
accessible were quickly prohibited
by Turkey’s National Security Com-
mittee.

Umit Kurt received his Ph.D.
from Clark University, History De-
partment, in 2016. He got his MA
and BA degrees in Turkey at Sabanci
University and Middle East Techni-
cal University respectively. He
taught in the Faculty of Arts and
Science in Sabanci University and
has been a visiting professor in the
Armenian Studies Program at Cali-
fornia State University. He has pub-
lished numerous articles on confis-
cation of Armenian properties dur-
ing the genocide. More details about
Ottoman and Turkish laws sur-
rounding the plunder of Armenian
assets can be found in his latest
book with Taner Akcam, The Spirit
of the Laws: The Plunder of Wealth
in the Armenian Genocide (New
York and Oxford: Berghahn Books,
2015).

The Armenian Legal Center for
Justice and Human Rights (ALC)
fights to redress human rights viola-
tions emanating from the Armenian
Genocide that continue to this day
and undermine stability in a region
that has for far too long been marred
by policies founded on genocide, not
human rights and justice. ALC pro-
motes scholarship on the legal av-
enues for addressing the challenges
emanating from the Armenian Geno-
cide, in addition to pursuing cases in
national and international courts,
while promoting the protection of
Armenian cultural heritage through
the return of stolen properties and
artifacts.

Sergey Lavrov

Continued frompage 1

specifically implement confidence-
building measures that were agreed by
the Armenian and Azerbaijani presi-
dents at their last two meetings held in
May and June 2016. Those included
the deployment of more OSCE observ-
ers and international investigations of
armed incidents on the frontlines.
Yerevan says that Baku is reluctant to

implement these safeguards.

Mammadyarov on Monday
praised Moscow’s “very serious
steps” on Karabakh and said he is
encouraged by his “detailed” discus-
sions with Lavrov regarding “which
direction we should move.” He said
progress in the negotiation process
hinges on Armenia’s acceptance of
“proposals that are on the table.” He
did not elaborate.

Zangi: Armenian Challenge

Continued from page 2

“The Armenian application
Zangi challenges Skype, Viber and
WhatsApp,” Prime Minister Karen
Karapetyan said in a Facebook
post.

Zangi CEO & Founder Vahram
Martirosyan says they will return to
Armenia with new agreements and a
large cooperation packages that will
open new perspective for the country
and will make it better known in the IT
world. New contracts will help create

new jobs, as well.

Speaking to Public Radio of Ar-
menia, Vahram Martirosyan assured
that communicating through Zangi is
‘completely safe.” The application does
not store any data about users any-
where. “Therefore, even if the system
is hacked, none of the users will be
affected,” he said.

“The Armenian pavilion has been
popular among visitors. Many have
downloaded and tested the app over
four days,” Vahram Martirosyan said,
speaking through Zangi.
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Armenian Language in the Digital Age:
The Projects Funded

CALOUSTE GULBENKIAN
FOUNDATION
ARMENIAN COMMUNITIES

LISBON -- The Armenian Com-
munities Department of the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation launched an
open call for proposals in 2016 per-
taining to information technologies and
the Armenian language. More specifi-
cally, it sought to fund three types of
projects: to create a Western Armenian
National Corpus (WANC), along with
a universal Armenian spellchecker; to
develop various digital and interactive
resources for teaching purposes, spe-
cifically in the diasporan context; and
to generate online content by encour-
aging literary production in both West-
ern and Eastern Armenian.

In total 17 proposals from 13
entities were submitted and reviewed
by an expert selection committee com-
prised of three members from the Ar-
menian Communities Department and
two independent experts from the
Instituto Superior Técnico in Lisbon.
The submitted initiatives were evalu-
ated on multiple levels: technology,
content, budget and human resources.

The selection process was de-
manding given the high quality of the
proposals received. The expert commit-
tee had to make some difficult decisions.
Unfortunately, only ahandful of projects
could be supported. The Armenian Com-
munities Department would like to thank
all the individuals and organizations who
submitted projects.

Below are the four initiatives se-
lected by the expert committee which
are being funded by the Armenian Com-
munities Department.

A. Spell-checker and Western
Armenian Text Corpus - Support is

being provided for the development of
a universal Armenian spellchecking
programme, in both Western and East-
ern Armenian, which will work with all
major computer programmes and mo-
bile apps. A Western Armenian text
corpus will also be developed, mod-
elled after current state-of-the-art cor-
pora. Submitted jointly by HySpell and
Nayiri.com.

B. Parastan.fr - A free online
bilingual thematic dictionary (French-
Western Armenian) designed to pro-
vide up-to-date lexical information on
all domains. Supportis being provided
to include more words, expressions, a
morphological engine and the possibil-
ity to filter the lexicon according to
language level. Submitted by INALCO.

C. Calfa.fr - A free online digital
Armenian platform focusing on classi-
cal Armenian. Support is being pro-
vided to increase the lexical database,
create new features such as an auto-
matic translator and, importantly, to
develop an OCR specialized for Arme-
nian manuscripts. Submitted by
Chahan Vidal-Goréne ( Association
pour I’ Arménien Classique).

D. “Young Mash project” — A
graphic novel to be written with the
input of young Armenians from around
the world. Support is being provided
for the creation and publication of an
online serialized participative graphic
novel which will recount the fictional
youthful adventures of Mesrop
Mashots, the inventor of the Armenian
Alphabet in the 5th century AD. Sub-
mitted by Tumo Center for Creative
Technologies .

Dr. Yvette Hovsepian Bearce to Lecture
about the Syrian Refugee Crisis

GLENDALE -- Middle East
Scholar, Dr. Yvette Hovsepian Bearce
will present a special lecture titled, A
New Perspective on the 2015 Syrian
Refugee Crisis: Germany’s Response
and the 7 Differing Opinions About
Refugees, including the Response of
Armenia and the Armenian Commu-
nity in Munich on Tuesday, March 14,
2017 at 7:30pm at Abril Bookstore -
415 E. Broadway, Glendale, CA. Open-
ing remarks will be given by Fr. Vazken
Movsesian. Admission is free.

As Chancellor Angela Merkel
opened the German borders to wel-
come the influx of refugees into
Germany, different reactions were
expressed throughout the country
by German citizens and foreign na-
tionals. This lecture discusses the
seven differing opinions that existed
in Germany in the Fall of 2015 and
how these views shifted in 2016,
following terrorist attacks in Europe
and rise of crimes committed by
refugees. Hovsepian Bearce will share
tender stories of how ordinary Ger-
mans responded to their government’s

call to help humanity in crisis, and
how they struggled to find ways to
help refugees settle in Germany and
become members of their society.
She will also share stories of the
Armenian community in Munich—as
one of the five European cities on the
migration frontline—their perspec-
tive and response to this humanitar-
ian crisis. While many regional and
European countries were at the fore-
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NAASR Lecture by Dr. Owen Miller to Shed
New Light on 1894 Massacre in Sasun
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BELMONT -- Dr. Owen Miller
of the Institute for Liberal Arts &
Interdisciplinary Studies, Emerson
College, will give a lecture entitled
“The Massacre in the Sasun Moun-
tains (1894): Interpretations of Vio-
lence at the End of Empire,” on Thurs-
day, March 16, 2017, at 7:30 p.m., at
the National Association for Armenian
Studies and Research (NAASR) Cen-
ter, 395 Concord Ave., Belmont, MA
02478. This will be Dr. Miller’s first
lecture in the Boston area.

In the late summer of 1894, sev-
eral battalions of Ottoman soldiers were
ordered into the mountains of Sasun,
south of the fertile plains of Moush, in
current day southeastern Turkey. The
commander of the troops, Colonel Ismail,
gave orders for battalions to be as-
sembled into a square. Just that morn-
ing, Colonel Ismail had been given direct
orders from Abdulhamid IT himself to
destroy the Armenian bandits who were
operating in these remote mountains.

After this order was given, the
soldiers advanced on the villages of the
Shadakh wvalley in the Sasun Moun-
tains. The entire Armenian population
of the region was regarded as rebel-
lious and one to two thousand men,

women and children were murdered

Scholars who work within the
vein of Ottoman Studies usually present
the 1894 Sasun violence as the first
major rebellion of Armenian national-
ists against the State. Alternatively,
many scholars in Armenian Studies
have presented the 1894 events as the
first major episode of Ottoman State
mass violence against its Armenian
populace. Both perspectives view the
violence as an outcome of competing
nationalisms. In this lecture, Dr. Owen
Miller will examine what is unaddressed
by the dueling perspectives, along with
a detailed account of why the violence
took place, and how it is remembered.

Dr. Owen Miller is an affiliated
faculty member at the Institute for
Liberal Arts and Interdisciplinary Stud-
ies at Emerson College in Boston. He is
a graduate of the University of Califor-
nia, Santa Cruz, and holds an MA and
PhD in history from Columbia Univer-
sity. His 2015 dissertation was entitled
“Sasun 1894: Mountains, Missionaries
and Massacres at the End of the Otto-
man Empire.”

For more information about Dr.
Miller’s talk, contact NAASR at 617-
489-1610 or hq@naasr.org.

front of welcoming refugees,
Hovsepian Bearce will elucidate
Armenia’s gracious response to the
Syrian refugee crisis.

As a former political and reli-
gious refugee in Germany herself,
Hovsepian Bearce will share her story
of her family’s flight from Iran post
1979 Islamic Revolution and 1980-
88 Iran-Iraq War. She will talk about
her life as a young woman in
Germany’s refugee camps. Now, 31
years later, as an American citizen
she returns to Germany to give back
to the country that once gave her
refuge during a major political crisis
in her life.

Dr. Yvette Hovsepian Bearce is
a Middle East scholar specializing in
contemporary Iranian politics. She is
also apolitical and cultural advisor to
various academic and religious del-
egations traveling to Iran. She fre-
quently serves as a guest lecturer on
current developments in Iran and the
Middle East. Her book, The Political
Ideology of Ayatollah Khamenei: Out
of the Mouth of the Supreme Leader
of Iran was published by Routledge
in 2015 as a volume in the UCLA
Center for Middle East Development

series. It has received very positive
reviews by both scholars and
policymakers. Her scholarly research
and teaching focus on contemporary
Middle Eastern and Iranian history
and politics, American politics and
the Middle East, US Diplomacy and
Iranian political psychology, Islamic
history, and Shi'i political thought.
Her book in progress is on the subject
of Iranian youth. Hovsepian Bearce
was born in Iran where she earned
her high school diplomas in Armenian
Studies from the Armenian Ministry
of Education and Business Account-
ing from the Ministry of Education of
the Islamic Republic of Iran. She
earned an A.A. from Glendale Com-
munity College; a B.A. in Business
from California State University,
Northridge; an M. A. in Theology from
Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasa-
dena, California; and a Ph.D. in Is-
lamic Studies from the University of
California, Los Angeles. She speaks
Armenian, Persian Farsi, Dari, Tajiki,
German and Arabic and conducts
research in Hebrew, Spanish and
French.

Presented by Abril Bookstore
and In His Shoes.
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AN EXTRAORDINARY
ART EXHIBITION

BY RENOWNED ARTIST

SHMAVON
SHMAVONYAN

MARCH 10-12, 2017

OPENING RECEPTION
FRIDAY, MARCH 10, 7 - 11em
EXHIBIT WILL REMAIN QPEN

SATURDAY, MARCH 11, 7 - 11m
SUNDAY, MARCH 12, 11am - Grm

A.G.B.U.

VATCHE & TAMAR
MANOUKIAN CENTER
BOYAJIAN HALL

2495 E. MOUNTAIN ST.
PASADENA, CALIFORMNIA 91104

FOR MORE INFORMATIOM,
PLEASE CALL 626-794-7942
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