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SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1975
More locations and more ways to service your insurance and financial needs

300 N. Lake Ave. Suite 500
Pasadena, CA 91101

A.B.A. INSURANCE SERVICES

Coverage & Protection
should be on the top ]

of your priority list.

Insurance coverage can help you financi
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Utid Entintth 100+2-pn mupbtinupdh winpht
In commemoration of

100+2 Anniversary of The Armenian Genocide

GAIDZ Youth Organization & ACA San Gabriel Chapter

ARMENIAN
COUNCIL OF

JU4UNruU
COMMEMORATING
THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

“HOPE FOR THE FUTURE?”

Sunday April 23, 2017

Uhpulh Wwyppy 23, 2017
MEMORIAL PARK

PASADENA

85 Holly Street, Pasadena, CA 91101

Starting at 7:00 pm
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MAGIC OF FLAVORS

ort HOMENMEN Soccer Team
Variety of delicious homemade food, drink, live music

with famous Organist Hovig Naccashian; Singing NAREG

KHOKOZIAN - One of HOMENMEN"s best soccer player. DJ -
Maximum entertainment all night guaranteed.

Saturday, April 1% 2017, starting @8:30pm
ADDRESS: AEBU - GARO SOGHANALIAN HALL
1060 N. ALLEN AVENUE, PASADENA, CA 91104
Entrance Donation $30; Reserve your seats at: 818-384-2987 or 626-354-5924
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ARMENIAN AINTABTZY CULTURAL ASSOCIATION

Presents

THE 97™ ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION
OF AINTAB HEROIC RESISTANCE

Keynote Speaker
DR. CLAUDE MOUTAFIAN
Paris, France

The Role of France During the Resistance

Sunday, April 2, 2017, at 5:00 p.m.

St. Gregory Armenian Catholic Church — Kouyoumjian Hall
1510 E. Mountain 5St., Glendale, CA 91207

) Visit on Facebook:

Aintab Armenian Cultural Association of L.A.
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Artur Sargsian “the Food Bringer”

. e *

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Artur
Sargsian who delivered food last sum-
mer to anti-government gunmen occu-
pying a police compound in Yerevan
died last Thursday ten days after being
released from prison following a 25-
day hunger strike.

Sargsian, 49, passed away at
Yerevan’s Armenia Medical Center
where he underwent urgent bowel sur-
gery the previous night.

The head of the hospital’s inten-
sive care unit, Suren Makarian, said
“acute heart and lung failure” was the
likely cause of Sargsian’s death. “His
breathing was never restored,”
Makarian told RFE/RL’s Armenian
service.

Sargsian drove his car through a
police cordon to deliver food to armed
members of the Founding Parliament
radical opposition group during their
two-week standoff with security
forces. He surrendered to them on July
31 along with the remaining gunmen
holed up in the compound.

Sargsian, who came to be known
as “the Food Bringer,” was arrested
and charged with aiding the gunmen.
Armenia’s Special Investigative Ser-
vice (SIS) agreed on December 31 to
free him pending trial due to his dete-
riorating health condition. The suspect
suffered from several chronicillnesses.

The SIS again detained him on
February 9, saying that he ignored a
summons from SIS officials investi-

Dies After Hunger Strike

o

gating the standoff which left three
police officers dead. Sargsian began a
hunger strike in protest against his
detention.

The Office of the Prosecutor-
General ordered Sargsian’s release only
after six opposition parliamentarians
posted bail for him on March 6. He was
transported from a prison hospital to
the Armenia Medical Center, from
which he was discharged several days
later.

The prosecutors said later on
Thursday that they instructed another
law-enforcement body to conduct a
thorough inquiry into Sargsian’s death.
Armenia’s human rights ombudsman,
Arman Tatoyan, demanded such a
probe in a statement released through
his spokesman.

Hundredes of angry supporters
of Sargsian rallied in downtown
Yerevan as the news of his death
spread. The mostly young crowd
marched to the prosecutors’ head-
quarters and the nearby Justice Minis-
try building, chanting “Artur!” and
“the Food Bringer was killed!” It briefly
scuffled with riot police.

Nikol Pashinian, one of the oppo-
sition lawmakers who helped to secure
Sargsian’s release, also laid the blame
on the Armenian government and law-
enforcement agencies. “All those indi-
viduals who did nothing to free him
[earlier] are to blame for his death,”
Pashinian charged.

New EU-Armenia Deal Initialed In Yerevan

Armenia and the European Union
formally initialed on Tuesday the text
of anew agreement on deepening their
political and economic links.

Their negotiations on the Com-
prehensive and Enhanced Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) were concluded
ahead of President Serzh Sarkisian’s
visit to Brussels late last month.

“The Agreement will be an im-
portant step to broaden the scope of
bilateral relations between Republic of
Armeniaand the European Union,” the
two sides said in a joint statement

issued after their senior negotiators
initialed the deal at a ceremony in
Yerevan.

Foreign Minister Edward
Nalbandian said at the ceremony that
the CEPA will “open a new page” in
EU-Armenia ties. According to the
Armenian Foreign Ministry, Nalbandian
also expressed confidence that it will
be signed “in the course of this year.”

The CEPA is meant to serve as a
less ambitious substitute for an Asso-

Continued on page4

ACA-PAC Issues Endorsements for
Glendale Municipal Elections

GLENDALE -- The Armenian
Council of America-Political Action
Committee (ACA-PAC) is proud to
announce its endorsement of candi-
dates for the April 4 Glendale munici-
pal elections.

The endorsement process in-
cluded a careful evaluation and analy-
sis of the background of each candi-
date, their commitment to public ser-
vice, actions they have taken towards
promoting good governance in the City
of Glendale for its citizens, and their
future goals towards the prosperity
and positive growth of the city.

ACA-PACispleased toannounce
the endorsement of Vrej Agajanian and
Mark MacCarley for Glendale City
Council, and Dr. Armina Gharpetian,

Shant Sahakian, and Greg Krikorian
for the Glendale Unified School Dis-
trict Board of Education.

As a business owner, and host of
two international television broadcast-
ing stations operating in Glendale, Vrej
Agajanian has dedicated himselfto being
a public servant by educating the com-
munity on current events for the past
18 years.

A California certified engineer,
Vrej Agajanian has held various high
level position in several non-profits,
and is the current president of the
Armenian Engineers and Scientists of
America, board member of the Glen-
dale Police Foundation.

Continued on page3

Sergey Lavrov - Russia Ready to Support
Armenia-Turkey Talks

MOSCOW (Armradio) --
Russia’s relations with Armenia are at
a high level, Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov said in an interview
with Armenian Regional Post —
Caucasus magazine. The text of the
interview is posted on the Russian
Foreign Ministry’s website.

“We have alongrecord of friend-
ship and mutual supportand are bonded
by cultural and spiritual affinity. Rus-
sia and Armenia are reliable allies in
international affairs and security. To-
gether, we are forging the forward-
looking Eurasian Economic Union. We
have a shared perspective on today’s
most pressing challenges,” Lavrov said.

“Russiais Armenia’s leading eco-
nomic partner, whose share in the
Republic’s foreign trade amounts to
24.3 per cent. The bilateral trade be-
tween the two countries reached USD
1.24 billion in 2015 and USD 745.3
million in the period from January to
August 2016.A considerable increase
in Armenian exports of agricultural
products to the Russian market has
been registered lately. Accumulated
Russian investments in the Armenian

economy amount to USD 4.3 billion,
making up 40 per cent of its overall
foreign investments. The total number
of enterprises with Russian participa-
tion is about 1,300. They operate in a
wide range of sectors, such as energy,
transportation, banking, telecommu-
nications, mining and smelting,” the
Russian Foreign Minister said.

“This normalization between
Russia and Turkey should not be re-

Continued on page3
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Arthur Sargsian’s Last Letter:
Accuses Judge and Special Investigative
Service Representative of his Death

YEREVAN (Arminfo.am) --
"Food Bringer" Arthur Sargsian, who
died on March 16, said in a note that
judge A. Mkrtchian and Ed. Hakobian,
deputy head of the Special Investiga-
tive Service division of corruption,
organized and official crimes, forced
him with their actions to go on hunger
strike.

In his death note, Sargsian said
that Ed. Hakobian's petition on choos-
ing arrest as a measure of restraint
against him without taking into ac-
count his grave health condition was
illegal. So, judge A. Mkrtchian's deci-
sion to satisfy that petition also ran
counter to Armenian legislation. "In
this light, I am going on hunger strike.
I also state that if my health condition
deteriorates, Hakobian and Mkrtchian
will bear the responsibility for that,
because they forced me to do that with
their actions," Sargsian stressed.

The 49-year-old Arthur Sargsian
died ata Yerevan hospital on Thursday
hours after undergoing urgent bowel
surgery there. He was set free on bail
on March 6 following a 25-day hunger
strike.

Sargsian drove his car through a
police cordon to deliver food to armed
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members of the Founding Parliament
radical opposition group during their
two-week standoff with security
forces, which left three police officers
dead. He surrendered to them on July
31 along with the remaining gunmen
holed up in a police compound.
Sargsian was released from
custoy in late December but was again
arrested on February 9. A law-en-
forcement body investigating the stand-
off said he ignored a summons sent by
then. Sargsian began a hunger strike
immediately after his second arrest.

International Bloggers Forum
Held in Artsakh

STEPANAKERT -- Over 30
bloggers from 11 countries have taken
part in the International Bloggers Fo-
rum whichwas being held in the Re-
public of Artsakh on March 19-21.

The Forum’s major topic is the
coverage of conflicts in social media
and ensuring the freedoms of bloggers
and journalists. The Forum was orga-
nized by “Artsakhakertum” NGO and
the Union of Journalists of Artsakh.

The Forum is chaired by Artsakh
Prime Minister’s spokesman Artak
Beglaryan and media expert Samvel
Martirosyan.

During the Forum Hrachya
Arzumanyan — Director of “Ashkharh”
(“World”) Center of Strategic Research
(Stepanakert), expert on military and
national security affairs, presented the
causes of the Nagorno Karabakh con-
flict. “It is necessary to help the
Azerbaijanipeopleto getrid of “Aliyev
clan” disease through the international
court where their education to the
generation will be condemned as a
result of which they beheaded Arme-

nian women, children, as well as cut
their ears”, Arzumanyan said.
Herecalled thatitis less thanayear
that more than 100 young soldiers were
killed as a result of military operations
unleashed by Azerbaijan. He said they
were killed because the center of geopo-
litical forces once again decided to play
with the region. “The experience shows
that the geopolitical powers if they don’t
want to deal with the issue, perhaps the
bloggers, as a reality of newly formed
public information, can have an influ-
ence on the situation”, he said.
Artsakh Deputy Minister of
Economy Sergey Shahverdyan pre-
sented the situation of tourism in
Artsakh. He said by saying tourism of
the Artsakh Republic, we understand
over 15.000 tourists a year, 43 hotels,
3% GDP, 7 tourism companies and
licensed tour guides. “The tourists of
Artsakh Republic are firstly Russian
citizens, than the citizens of the US,
Iran and the European countries. The
average duration of the visits of tour-
ists is 5 days. There are more than
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Reps. Frank Pallone and Adam Schiff
Provided Testimony in Support of Aid
to Armenia and Artsakh

T

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Arme-
nian Caucus Co-Chair Rep. Frank
Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ) and House Intelli-
gence Committee Ranking Member and
Armenian Caucus Vice Chair Rep.
Adam Schiff (D-CA) provided testi-
mony in support of aid to Armenia and
Artsakh as the Administration released
the budget blueprint for Fiscal Year
2018 (FY18), the Armenian Assembly
of America (Assembly) reported.

Rep. Schiff told the Assembly
that "I remain deeply troubled by the
ongoing cease-fire violations, includ-
ing attacks against civilians, and the
strong evidence of human rights abuses
on the part of Azeri troops. I will
continue to work with my colleagues
to advance key priorities to ensure
peace and stability in the region. I also
look forward to strengthening and ex-
panding the Armenian Caucus."

In his testimony, Rep. Schiff dis-
cussed prioritization for Armenia and
the people of Artsakh for the FY18
budget before the House Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on State, Foreign
Operations, and Related Programs.

Rep. Schiff urged the Appropria-
tions Committee to support economic
and military assistance, which enables
Armenia's membership in NATO's
Partnership for Peace and participa-
tion in peacekeeping operations. In

f ooy #

addition, he requested specific lan-
guage in FY 18 torecognize "Armenia's
efforts to serve as a regional safe
haven for Christians and other at-risk
populations fleeing violence in the
Middle East, and supporting these ef-
forts through aid and international or-
ganizations."

Congressman Pallone submitted
his testimony and similarly pointed out
that Armenia is an important safe ha-
ven for refugees and a strategic Ameri-
can ally, adding that "U.S. aid has also
provided critical support for U.S.-led
peacekeeping deployments and NATO
interoperability in the region."

Rep. Pallone requested $40 mil-
lionin economic aid and $11 million in
military aid for Armenia, including
funds for the Foreign Military Financ-
ing program and the International Mili-
tary Education and Training program.
He also recommended suspending mili-
tary aid for Azerbaijan until its govern-
ment ceases its attacks against Arme-
nia and Artsakh and agrees to the
peaceful resolution of regional con-
flicts.

Also, the Armenian Caucus cir-
culated a "Dear Colleague" letter to
urge fellow Members of Congress to
sign a letter in support of strengthen-
ing American diplomacy and reinforc-
ing ties with Armenia.

4000 historical-cultural monuments, 5
reserves, high mountains, green plains,
rivers, water reserves, and of course,
people in Artsakh who didn’t lose their
ancient hospitality”, Shahverdyan said.

Ablogger from Belarus Alexander
Hoishk talked about the extradition of
Russian-Israeli blogger Alexander
Lapshin from Belarus to Azerbaijan.
He expressed confidence that this inci-
dent was a result of conflict of Russian
and Belarusian leaderships.

Blogger, journalist from Moscow
Anton Nosik said he visits Artsakh for the
first time despite that he always wanted to
visit here. “There are many people who
have no idea about the conflict, but now
they are here and it is presented to them.
Itis very interesting to me and my readers
as well will be interested in what I have
seen here”, he said.

Blogger Artur Merkurov said he is
happy to be in Artsakh. “This is very
important visit for me since I haven’t
been here on the one hand, and this is a
chance for me to inform the world what
is happening here on the other hand.
Artsakh surprises me with its cleanness.
I think it has a great tourism potential. It
is pleasure to visit Artsakh”, he said.

Media expert Samvel Martirosyan
said the reason of holding this Forum
was Lapshin’s extradition. “There are
many goals, to make Artsakh more
visible, to make it recognizable through
social media, to establishties”, he said,
adding that the bloggers were very
impressed with the directness of the
children by visiting Tumo center in
Artsakh on March 19. They were also
impressed with the great desire of
children to achieve peace.
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ACA-PAC Issues Endorsements for
Glendale Municipal Elections

Continued from page 1

Among Vrej’s priorities as a
Councilmember are; traffic and pedes-
trian safety, the environment, infra-
structure policies, cutting red tape for
small businesses, and protecting
Glendale’s neighborhoods from over-
development.

tinued her higher education and re-
ceived a degree in Doctor of Dental
Surgery from University of the Pa-
cific, School of Dentistry in 1997.
Shant Sahakian who is running in
GUSD District D, is a proud product
of'the Glendale Unified School District
and a lifelong resident of Glendale with
deep roots in the community. At the

Raised in Glendale, Mark
MacCarley went on to raise a family
and run several businesses in Glen-
dale, including a law firm. Among his
other career commitments, he previ-
ously taught at Glendale College for
over 10 years as an Adjunct Professor
of Law and Real Estate.

Mark joined the Los Angeles
Sheriff’s Department soon after law
school and continues to work as a
Reserve Patrol Deputy and Narcot-
ics Detective. After September 11,
as reserve Army Officer, he was
soon called back to Active Service,
thereafter serving almost 11 years in
duty stations around the world. He
retired from the Army as a Major
General.

In addition to serving various
non-profits, Mark MacCarley was
the founder and officer of the
Verdugo Economic Council, and has
also served as an advocate for “at
risk youth” and for expanded men-
tal health services. As a Board mem-
ber of the Los Angeles/Burbank Red
Cross and several local service
clubs, including the Exchange Club
and the Glendale Kiwanis Club,
Mark MacCarley has devoted hun-
dreds of hours to lending a helping
hand to others in need.

Mark MacCarley is a cham-
pion of small business, who’s pri-
orities including traffic and pedes-
trian safety, protecting Glendale’s
neighborhoods from over-develop-
ment and continuing to serve the
young, the old, first generation resi-
dent as well as the lifelong residents
who call Glendale home.

Dr. Armina Gharpetian who cur-
rently serves as President of GUSD
Board of Education, is running unop-
posed in GUSD District C. Dr.
Gharpetian is also a member of the
Superintendent’s Facility Advisory
Committee, an active PTA member,
and currently serves on the Student
Site Council at Verdugo Woodlands
Elementary school.

Dr. Gharpetian has been a long-
time resident of Glendale and an active
community member. Dr. Gharpetian
graduated from Glendale Community
College and received a Bachelor's de-
gree from UCLA. Dr. Gharpetian con-

age of 14, while in middle school, he
founded Sedna Solutions, a business in
the art and technology sector that sup-
ports many local companies and non-
profit organizations with their com-
munication needs.

Shant’s entrepreneurial spirit is
matched by his passion for commu-
nity service and giving back to the
community that has given him so
much. Over the years, he has volun-
teered for local organizations that
support Glendale’s youth, enhance
the city’s public services, and serve
the most vulnerable in the commu-
nity. He currently serves as the Chair
of Glendale Youth Alliance, Presi-
dent of Glendale Parks and Open
Space Foundation, and appointed
Commissioner of the City of Glen-
dale Arts & Culture Commission. He
is also currently serving on the Glen-
dale Unified School District’s Stu-
dent Attendance Review Board
(SARB), Ascencia’s Board of Direc-
tors, and Armenian American
Museum’s Development Committee.

Earlier this year, Sahakian re-
ceived the prestigious “Man of the
Year” Award from the Glendale Cham-
ber of Commerce. Sahakian holds a
Bachelor’s Degree in Graphic Design
with a Marketing Minor from Califor-
nia State University, Northridge
(CSUN) and a Certificate in Marketing
from University of California, Los
Angeles (UCLA Extension).

Greg Krikorian who currently
serves as Clerk of GUSD Board of
Education, is running for re-election in
GUSD District B, located in the west-
ern part of Glendale.Krikorian is a
founding member of the Glendale Edu-
cational Foundation. Krikorian was
first elected to the GUSD Board of
Education in 2001, making him the
longest serving member. He has re-
cently been appointed to the California
School Board Association.

Greg is also Vice President of
Business Development for Busi-
ness Life and Senior Living maga-
zines, which have serve the busi-
ness and senior communities of
Glendale, Burbank, Pasadena, Los
Angeles County, Foothills, San
Gabriel and San Fernando Valleys
for over 27 years.

The Story of Aurora is Now in Turkish

ISTANBUL -- A long-forgotten
book and a long-lost screenplay about
one of the most well-known figures of
Armenian Genocide is now in Turkish.
Edited by writer Anthony Slide and
presented with a foreword by Atom
Egoyan, Aurora contains an annotated
reprint of Aurora Mardiganian’s origi-
nal account “Ravished Armenia and
the Story of Aurora Mardiganian” and
for the first time, the full screenplay of
the 1918 feature film “Auction of
Souls™.

In 1915, during the deportation
of Armenians in the Ottoman Empire,
Aurora was a 14-year-old girl from
Cemisgezek. She witnessed horrible
events, destruction of her people, and
lost her family and relatives one after
another. And yet, she managed to sur-
vive despite the physical and mental
torment. This was just one of those
many survival experiences, except that
there was a twist, which makes it very
unique. Her story was published and
then used as the basis of a feature film
in which she starred herself.

Two years after her survival, she
arrived in the United States and re-
counted her story to the American
Committee for Armenian and Syrian
Relief. This story was interpreted by
her legal guardian Henry L. Gates, and
after being published with the title of
“Ravished Armenia”, it was presented
to the film producers in Hollywood.
And so, Aurora, without fully under-
standing what’s going on, had to go
through her trauma and remember that
tragedy before the cameras over and
over again.

Anthony Slide, the editor of our
book, dwells on this very matter: while
they were presenting Aurora’s eyewit-

AURORA

Cemisgezekten Hollywood'a
bir kadwn, bir hayat, bir film
EDITOR: ANTHONY SLIDE
ATOM EGOYAN'IN ONSOZUYLE

Ingilizeeden grviren: Evrim Kaya
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ness account as popular entertainment
for the average American audience,
her already wounded soul got more
and more damaged. She was forced to
make public appearances at each film
screening across the United Stated.
She was being exhibited. When it be-
came too much for her to handle,
Aurora’s look-alikes were hired.

Curiously enough, only some
fragmented frames survived from a
film that was once a blockbuster and
broke box-office records. So, just like
Armenians, the film had disappeared
from sight. And so did Aurora. Yet,
since 2016, Aurora’s memory is being
honored through an international hu-
manitarian award named after her, the
Aurora Prize For Awakening Humanity.

While tracing Aurora and the lost
film, Anthony Slide draws our atten-
tion to a historical tragedy which was
condemned to be forgotten, as well as
to an evanescent production in the film
history

Russia Ready to Support Armenia-Turkey Talks

Continued from page 1

garded as a process that may harm
other States. Russia has no hidden
agenda,” Lavrov assured.

“We build no political and no
economic alliances directed against
third countries or adversely affecting
any interests. In general, we are open
for constructive and mutually respect-
ful cooperation with all who express
same readiness,” he said.

“We are convinced that getting
the Russian-Turkish ties out of months-
long crisis will enhance trust and mu-
tual understanding in the region. We
expect the gradual restoration of bilat-
eral cooperation with Ankara to ben-
efit peace, security and stability in the
South Caucasus,” Lavrov said.

The Russian Foreign Minister
said they would “most certainly wel-
come the opening of the Armenian-
Turkish segment of the EAEU’s ex-
ternal border for free movement of
people, goods and services.” “This
will obviously benefit the entire re-
gion,” he added.

The Foreign Minister reminded
that Russia played an important role in
attempting to restore the relations be-
tween Armenia and Turkey during the
active phase of this process in 2007

2009. “The collective efforts, first and
foremost those of Yerevan and An-
kara, led to the signing in Zurich on
October 10, 2009 of the Protocol on
the Establishment of Diplomatic Rela-
tions and the Protocol on the Develop-
ment of Bilateral Relations between the
two countries in the presence of the
Foreign Ministers of Russia, France
and Switzerland, the U.S. Secretary of
State and the EU’s High Representa-
tive for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy.”

“Sadly, the normalization pro-
cess subsequently stalled and by now
has come to a complete halt. It is of
principled importance, though, that the
sides have demonstrated the ability to
reach agreement and take serious and
responsible decisions. I am convinced
that Armenia and Turkey are able to
resolve the current problems. That
said, quite a lot depends on them-
selves. After all, the quality of the
politicians is measured not only by the
depth of their realistic analysis of the
objective difficulties, but also by their
ability to be optimistic in order to fulfill
the hopes and aspirations of their citi-
zens. When Yerevan and Ankara sit at
the negotiating table, Russia will be
ready to provide them with most vig-
orous assistance,” he added.

www.massisweekly.com
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Aurora Initiative Grants
$1 Million Scholarship for Students
from the Middle East to Study at AUA

YEREVAN -- Students from five
Middle Eastern countries will receive
scholarships to study at the American
University of Armenia between now
and 2023, as part of the Aurora Grati-
tude Projects.

The Aurora Humanitarian Initia-
tive in cooperation with Scholae Mundi
Armenia will grant scholarships to stu-
dents from Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Jordan
and Egypt to study at the American
University of Armenia(AUA). Thisschol-
arship fund (US $1 mln) is created as
part of the Aurora Gratitude Projects.

The scholarships are for citizens
ofthe above-mentioned countries, who
wish to pursue the following degrees:
BSc in Computer Science, Engineer-
ing Science, Data Science (starting
2018), Master of Public Health, Mas-
ter of Engineering in Industrial Engi-
neering & Systems Management, Mas-
ter of Science in Computer & Infor-
mation Science, Economics, Strategic
Management, Master of Political Sci-
ence & International Affairs, and Mas-
ter of Arts in Teaching English as a
Foreign Language.

“Armenia has a potential to be-
come a global educational hub and we
encourage the engagement of young
people from the Middle East to come
and study in Armenia. This scholar-
ship offers opportunities to talented
youth who have been affected, di-
rectly or indirectly, by wars in their
region. We believe that it makes an
impact not only on these young people
who come to the country and benefit
from its hospitality and qualitative edu-
cation but enrich AUA community with
highly motivated international students
who will become ambassadors of Ar-
menia and its culture in the future. The
Aurora Humanitarian Initiative, thus

not only offers scholarships to indi-
vidual students, but also expresses
gratitude to the nations who were the
first to open their doors to offer a
helping hand to the survivors of the
Armenian Genocide,” said Veronika
Zonabend, the co-founder of Scholae
Mundi Armenia Foundation, and to-
gether with her husband Ruben
Vardanyan, co-founder of the RVVZ
Foundation which helped create the
Aurora Humanitarian Initiative and the
Aurora Gratitude Projects.

“The American University of
Armenia is extremely grateful to the
creators of the Aurora Humanitarian
Initiative, specifically Ruben Vardanyan
and Veronika Zonabend, who through
their immense generosity have created
an opportunity not only for students
from the countries that hosted Arme-
nian refugees from the Genocide to
study in Armenia, but also afforded
AUA an opportunity to serve these
students. Their presence on our cam-
pus will provide enhanced diversity
and enrich the lives of all students. We
are proud to be a part of this initiative
and, through our educational programs,
be able to express gratitude to the
descendants of the people who shel-
tered Armenians during the most tragic
part of their history,” said Dr. Armen
Der Kiureghian, President of the Ameri-
can University of Armenia.

The recipients will continue to
receive the scholarships throughout
their study at AUA as long as they are
in good academic standing. The schol-
arship will cover tuition fees, travel
and housing costs of the students. The
Aurora Humanitarian Initiative and
Scholae Mundi Armenia have commit-
ted to granting the scholarship through
the year 2023.

New EU-Armenia Deal Initialed In Yerevan

Continued from page 1

ciation Agreement negotiated by Ar-
menian and EU officials in the summer
of 2013. Sarkisian scuttled that agree-
ment with his unexpected decision in
September 2013 to make Armenia part
of the Russian-led Eurasian Economic
Union (EEU). The U-turn was widely
attributed to strong Russian pressure.

The alternative deal, which has
not been publicized yet, apparently
contains the main political and some
economic provisions of the cancelled
Association Agreement. But it has no

free trade-related component due to
Armenia’s membership in the EEU.

“Our people regard themselves
as Europeans,” Sarkisian declared dur-
ing his trip to Brussels. He said “shared
values” are at the heart of the CEPA. In
that context, he reaffirmed his
administration’s pledges to ensure that
Armenia’s upcoming parliamentary
elections meet democratic standards.

Earlier this year, the EU provided
Armenia with over $7 million in fund-
ing for the purchase of special elec-
tronic equipment designed to prevent
some forms of electoral fraud.
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Dr. Melissa Bilal to Speak at NAASR on
Recordings of Armenian WWI POW's

BELMONT, MA — Dr. Melissa
Bilal, currently a Visiting Scholar in the
Department of History at MIT for
Spring 2017 of the Institute for Liberal
Arts & Interdisciplinary Studies,
Emerson College, will give a lecture
entitled “Voice Signatures: Recordings
of Russian Armenian POWs in German
Camps, 1916-1918,” on Thursday,
March 30, 2017, at 7:30 p.m., at the
National Association for Armenian Stud-
ies and Research (NAASR) Center, 395
Concord Ave., Belmont, MA 02478.

During World War I, the initially
secret Royal Prussian Phonographic
Commission (Koniglich-PreuBische
Phonographische Kommission) made
recordings of prisoners of war held in
various different camps across Ger-
man territories. Among the detainees
held in these camps were Russian Ar-
menian soldiers.

In this lecture, Dr. Bilal will
present samples of songs and speech
in Armenian, Georgian, and Turkish
captured a century ago from these
men by the use of phonograph and
gramophone technologies and provide
information about the lives of these
soldiers. While questioning the condi-
tions under which captives were turned
into research subjects, Dr. Bilal will
interpret the repertoire through which
the Armenian soldiers expressed them-
selves in the specific historical mo-
ment of 1916-1918, and she argues
that the written documents and the
voices passed onto us by the phono-
graphic commission challenge the idea
of an “archive” and/or a “museum”
that the commission originally intended
to put together.

Melissa Bilal is a Visiting Scholar
in the Department of History at MIT
for Spring 2017. She received her BA

and MA in Sociology from Istanbul’s
Bogazi¢i University and her Ph.D. in
Music from the University of Chicago.
She was a Mellon Postdoctoral Teach-
ing Fellow in Music at Columbia Uni-
versity and has also taught at the Uni-
versity Chicago and Bogazi¢i. Com-
missioned by Berliner Phonogramm-
Archiv in partnership with the Orient-
Institut Istanbul and Lautarchiv of
Humboldt University, she prepared the
CD “Voice Signatures: Recordings of
Russian Armenian POWs in German
Camps, 1916-1918” (forthcoming,
2017) and is now planning to extend
the project into an exhibition and a
documentary film. She is the co-au-
thor of two books in Turkish and is
currently working on her monograph
The Wake Up Lullaby: Gender Politics
of the Armenian Revolution and a co-
authored book (with Lerna
Ekmekcioglu) Feminism in Armenian:
A Sourcebook.

For more information about Dr.
Bilal’s talk, contact NAASR at 617-
489-1610 or hq@naasr.org.

Presentation by Dr. Keith David Watenpaugh:
“The Drowned, the Saved and the Forgotten:
Genocide and the Foundations of Modern
Humanitarianism”

FRESNO — Dr. Keith David
Watenpaugh (University of Califor-
nia, Davis), will give a presentation
on “ The Drowned, the Saved and
the Forgotten: Genocide and the
Foundations of Modern Humani-
tarianism ” at 7:30PM on Tuesday,
April 4, in the University Business
Center, Alice Peters Auditorium,
Room 191, on the Fresno State
campus.

The lecture is part of the Arme-
nian Studies Program Spring 2017
Lecture Series and is supported by the
Leon S. Peters Foundation. The lec-
ture is co-sponsored by the Depart-
ment of History, the Islamic Studies
Speaker Series, and the College of
Social Sciences.

Genocide is unparalleled in its
horror. It is the ultimate crime against
humanity, but it is also a problem of
humanity that evokes a problem for
humanity. In this talk, drawn from his
award-winning book, Bread from
Stones: The Middle East and the Mak-
ing of Modern Humanitarianism (2015)
Keith David Watenpaugh examines the

particular questions that arise when
the problem of humanity motivating a
problem for humanity is the crime of
genocide. Examining international hu-
manitarian responses to the genocide
of the Ottoman Armenians (1915-
1922), he argues that modern humani-
tarianism and genocide have a com-
plex and intertwined history that has
shaped the critical modern concepts of
humanitarian neutrality, humanitarian
governance and the role of justice in
relief, and Human Rights-based devel-
opment.

Professor Keith David
Watenpaugh studies the history,
theory, and practice of human rights
and humanitarianism and directs the
Human Rights Studies Program at
University of California, Davis. Au-
thor of the award-winning Bread
from Stones: The Middle East and
the Making of Modern Humanitari-
anism and Being Modern in the
Middle East, he has published fre-
quently in scholarly journals.

The lecture is free and open to
the public.
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