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Four Armenian Soldiers Killed
on Karabakh Frontlines

STEPANAKERT — The
Azerbaijani armed forces violated the
ceasefire regime on June 16 at 18:05
using antitank grenade launchers, as a
result of which 4 Artsakh Defense
Army servicemen, Arayik Matinyan,
1997, Vigen Petrosyan, 1997, Tigran
Gasparyan (born in 1997) and Vardan
Sargsyan, 1997, received fatal inju-
ries.

The press service of the Defense
Ministry of the Republic of Artsakh
has stated that an investigation is un-
derway to find out circumstances.

The Artsakh Defense Ministry
said it shares the sorrow of the heavy
loss and expresses support to the
servicemen’s families and friends.

“What happened is but part of the
series of terror attacks. The adversary
again resorts to cunning methods, us-
ing different weapons from distance.
That's what happens practically every
day. It is a tragedy for us, and we all
are mourning the loss as our own. The
entire Artsakh is now mourning over
the three victims. Those young men's

life was cut short in the wake of the
enemy's terror act. And it will not go
unpunished of course. The entire prob-
lem is that we are dealing with a terror-
istcountry,” David Babayan, a spokes-
person for the Nagorno-Karabakh
president stated.

Asked whether the attack could
have been timed to coincide with the
OSCE Minsk Group mediators' visit to
the region (given that the co-chairs are
visiting Baku in a couple of days).
Babayan did not rule out that possibil-
ity.

“Yes, the co-chairs are travelling
to Baku. Also, Azerbaijani military ex-
ercise were held in Nakicevan,” he
said, describing the event as part of
global terrorism receiving Turkey’s
backing.

“The Turkish leadership con-
demned the Minsk Group work just a
few days ago. Being terrorists and a
genocidal state themselves, they con-
demn the OSCE Minsk Group which
pursues a peacekeeping mission,” he
added.

US Issues Arrest Warrants for
Turkish President's Bodyguards Over
Brutal Attack on Protesters

HOW TO HELP OUR INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, DC -- A dozen
men who traveled with Turkish Presi-
dentRecep Tayyip Erdogan to the U.S.
last month have been charged crimi-
nally for a high-profile attack on pro-
testers in the nation's capital.

The Turkish guards were filmed
May 16 breaking through a police line,
then kicking and punching protesters
who had been chanting "baby-killer
Erdogan" as the authoritarian leader
arrived at the Turkish ambassador's
home.

The brutal assault, which sent
nine people to the hospital was con-
demned earlier this month, with bi-
partisan support in a House of Repre-
sentatives that called for the prosecu-
tion of assailants.

Metropolitan Police Department

WANTED
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Chief Peter Newsham announced the
charges at a Thursday press confer-
ence, saying that "in the United States,
and particularly in the District of Co-
lumbia, we hold our ability to peace-
fully protest as a sacred right."

Newsham said arrest warrants
for assault were issued for 12 Turkish
citizens, including nine Turkish secu-
rity officers and three Turkish police
officers. He said police would like the
public's help to identify additional as-
sailants.

Two men were arrested in the
United States. Sinan Narin, of Virginia
was arrested in Virginia and charged
with aggravated assault. Eyup Yildirim
was arrested in New Jersey on charges

Continued on page4

California Legislature Passes Budget
With $3 Million for Armenian Museum

SACRA-
MENTO -- The Cali-
fornia State Legisla-
tures have passed
2017-2018 California
State Budget on June
15, which includes
$3 million in funding
for the Armenian
American Museum
planned for Glendale. [+

Funding for the
museum will beg
granted over a 3-year [
period. In addition, a

$5 million fund has
been created to update current public
school curricula and train teachers on
the history of the Armenian Genocide.

Plans for the Armenian American
Museum in Glendale have been under
discussion for several years. The
2016-2017 State Budget had originally
allocated $1 million for the Armenian
American Museum. When Governor
Brownreleased his initial 2017-18 bud-
get proposal in January of this year,
the promised $1 million was removed.
State Assembly and Senate members
successfully pushed legislative leaders
to include the funding for the museum
in the final budget package.

The museum is proposed for

downtown Glendale, across from the
city’s Central Library. Its mission is to
“promote understanding and apprecia-
tion of America’s ethnic and cultural
diversity by sharing the Armenian
American experience,” according the
museum website. Museum board mem-
bers also said they would like the
museum’s exhibits to encourage an
appreciation for cultural diversity.

A master plan for the museum is
underway, Glendale city officials said
Friday. Public comment is expected to
be heard and collected this summer
and the Glendale City Council may
vote on moving forward with the pro-
posed museum in the fall.

Four Armenians Elected
to French Parliament

PARIS --Four ethnic Armenians,
all of them representing French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron’s political
party, won seats in France’s new par-
liament elected on Sunday.

According to preliminary results
of the two-round elections, Macron’s
Republic on the Move (LREM) and its
Modem allies will control at least 355
of the 577 seats in the French lower
house of parliament. The recently
elected centrist president will thus en-
joy a commanding majority in the Na-
tional Assembly.

Four of the LREM deputies --
Daniele Cazarian, Nadia Essayan,
Guillaume Kasbarian and Jacques
Marilossian -- are French people of Ar-
menian descent elected from constitu-
encies in various parts of the country.

A fifth French-Armenian candi-

date fielded by the LREM, Pascal
Chamassian, was narrowly defeated
by Valerie Boyer, a pro-Armenian mem-
ber of the outgoing French parliament.
Boyer is affiliated with the Republi-
cans, France’s leading conservative
party that came in a distant second in
the polls.

A senior member of the Republi-
cans, Patrick Devedjian, was the sole
ethnic Armenian deputy in the outgo-
ing National Assembly.The 72-year-
old former government minister did
not run for reelection this time around.

France is home to an estimated
500,000 ecthnic Armenians, most of
them descendants of survivors of the
1915 Armenian genocide. Macron and
other major candidates courted the

Continued on page4
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OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs
Urge Azerbaijan Leadership to Avoid
Further Escalation

VIENNA -- The Co-Chairs of
the OSCE Minsk Group (Ambassa-
dors Igor Popov of Russia, Stephane
Visconti of France, and Richard
Hoagland of the United States of
America), together with the Personal
Representative of the OSCE Chair-
person-in-Office, Ambassador
Andrzej Kasprzyk, traveled to the re-
gion in June.

The main purpose of the Co-
Chairs’ visit was to discuss the posi-
tion of the Sides towards the next
steps in the Nagorno-Karabakh peace
process after the trilateral ministerial
meeting in Moscow (28 April) as
well as the overall situation in the
conflict zone.

The Co-Chairs met with Arme-
nian President Serzh Sarkisian in
Yerevan (10 June) and with Azerbaijani
President Ilham Aliyev in Baku (19
June). In both capitals, they also held
consultations with the Foreign and
Defence Ministers. The Co-Chairs
traveled to Nagorno-Karabakh (12
June) to meet with de facto authori-
ties, and visited a number of territories
around Nagorno-Karabakh, including
the Zangelan, Kubatly, Lachin, and
Kelbajar districts. In Baku, they also
met with the Azerbaijani community of
Nagorno-Karabakh.

In their talks in Baku, the Co-
Chairs expressed deep concern over
the recent violations of the ceasefire,
resulting in casualties on the Line of
Contact, on the eve of their visit to
Azerbaijan. They appealed to the lead-

ership of Azerbaijan to avoid further
escalation. The Co-Chairs are sending
the same message to the leadership of
Armenia and de facto authorities of
Nagorno-Karabakh. They encouraged
the Sides to consider measures that
would reduce tensions on the Line of
Contact and the international border
between Armenia and Azerbaijan.

In both capitals, the Co-Chairs
called upon the parties to re-engage in
negotiations on substance, in good
faith and with political will. They un-
derscored that this is the only way to
bring a lasting peace to the people of
the region, who expect and deserve
progress in the settlement of the con-
flict. The Presidents expressed their
intention to resume political dialogue in
an attempt to find a compromise solu-
tion for the most controversial issues
of the settlement.

The Co-Chairs will travel to Vienna
to briefthe members of the Minsk Group
on 3 July. They also plan to meet again
soon with the Azerbaijani and Armenian
Foreign Ministers to discuss modalities
of the forthcoming work.

Armenia and Cyprus Interested in Deepening
Bilateral Relations

YEREVAN --
Prime Minister Karen
Karapetyan received |
today Commissioner [
for Humanitarianand |
Foreign Affairs of the
President of the Re- |
public of Cyprus
Fotiu Fotis.

The Premier
stressed that Arme-
nia attaches greatim-
portance to the de-
velopment ofbilateral
relations based on historical friendship
with Cyprus in both bilateral and mul-
tilateral formats. Appreciating the role
played in this matter by the vibrant
Armenian community in Cyprus, Karen
Karapetyan welcomed the signing of
the Memorandum of Understanding
between the Ministry of Diaspora of
the Republic of Armenia and the Office
of Presidential Commissioner for Hu-
manitarian and Foreign Affairs of
Cyprus.

Pointing to the need for boosting
bilateral economic ties, the Prime Min-
ister stressed the importance of tap-
ping the existing potential, promote
business contacts, develop tourism and
deepen cooperation. The head of the
Armenian government spoke about the
further development of EU-Armenia
relations and Armenia-Cyprus coop-
eration within the EU frameworks.

Mr. Fotis said that the relations
between Armenia and Cyprus are more
than friendly as they are based on
deeply rooted historical, cultural and
religious bonds. Noting that the gov-
ernment of Cyprus has been imple-
menting numerous programs aimed at
supporting the Armenian community
in Cyprus, the Presidential Commis-
sioner highlighted the signing of the
Memorandum of Understanding, which
will boost cooperation between
Diaspora organizations in the two coun-
tries.

Fotiu Fotis emphasized that his
country is interested in furtherance of
EU-Armenia cooperation and will sup-
port this process as much as possible.
Mr. Fotis said that there are all the
necessary prerequisites for developing
cooperation in economy, trade, tour-
ism and other fields of mutual interest.
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Armenians Main Targets of Hate Speech
in Turkish Media
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ISTANBUL -- Armenians are
exposed to hate speech more than any
other group, according to a periodic
report on hate speech in the Turkish
media, released by the Hrant Dink
Foundation.

The foundation has launched
"Media Watch on Hate Speech Study"
project "with the purpose of drawing
attention to the discriminatory lan-
guage against ethnic and religious iden-
tities, sexistand homophobic discourse
and news containing hate speech, rais-
ing public awareness against such pub-
lications, and contributing to reduce
the use of hate speech in media, aims
to generate knowledge on the concept
of hate speech, create a platform for
discussing the methods for combating
discriminatory and racist discourse,
and promote the use of a more respect-
ful and informed language in terms of
human rights and minorities".

The latest report covers the pe-
riod between January-April 2017 and
has been prepared under the
consultancy of Dr. Idil Engindeniz
Sahan from Galatasaray University

Faculty of Communication.

At the end of the report, there is
an annex of some selected news re-
ports, columns, hate speech analysis
with regards to these examples and the
masthead information of all contents
determined to feature hate speech.

In the Media Watch on Hate
Speech Study covering January, Feb-
ruary, March and April 2017, 1,806
columns and news articles have been
determined to have targeted national,
ethical and religious groups.

According to the study, the most
targeted group is Armenians followed
by Syrians, Jews, Christians and
Greeks.

Most publications that incite ha-
tred and enmity against Armenians
reflected on the Armenian-Azerbaijani
conflict, and they associated the Ar-
menians with the PKK (Kurdistan
Workers’ Party) and terrorism.

Contents featuring hate speech
are mostly in the form of columns
followed by news articles. These con-
tents are more to be seen on the local
media than the national media.

European Parliament Committee Calls
for Freeze on Turkey EU Accession

BRUSSELS — [
Members of the Eu- &
ropean Parliament’s
Committee on For- [§
eign Affairs called on [
Tuesday for a freeze [§
in Turkish EU acces-
sion talks if changes
to the country’s con-
stitution are imple-
mented unaltered.

The committee
approved the draft of S ¥8
the 2016 commission L
report on Turkey and proposed up-
grading the EU-Turkey Customs Union
instead, by making human rights and
fundamental freedoms part of a new
agreement.

“A close and privileged relation-
ship between the EU and Turkey is in
the interest of both sides. But this can
only berealized if it is based on human
rights, the respect of the fundamental
freedoms, democratic values and the
rule of law. Turkey accepted this when
it became a candidate for EU member-
ship in 1999. But the developments in
recent years, which culminated in the
Turkish Constitutional Referendum last
April, have shown that this country’s
EU bid has no future. This is why we
are now calling to formally suspend

the accession talks”, said Renate
Sommer MEP, after today’s vote. The
suspension was supported by all politi-
cal Groups in the European Parlia-
ment.

The parliament’s press release
also criticized Ankara’s actions fol-
lowing last year’s coup attempt. The
MEPs have expressed concern that
Turkey will “backslide” when it comes
to the rule of law, human rights, media
freedom, and the fight against corrup-
tion. They also condemned the Turk-
ish governments “repeatedly declared
support for the reintroduction of the
death penalty,” which would “put into
question Turkey’s membership in the
Council of Europe and lead to an im-
mediate end of EU accession talks.”
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22,000 Syrian-Armenians Re-Locate to
Armenia Since Beginning of Syrian War

YEREVAN (Armenpress) -- Since
the beginning of the Syrian War, 22
thousand Syrian-Armenians have re-
located to Armenia.

Levon Antonyan, head of the Near
and Middle East Armenian community
department of the Diaspora ministry
told a press conference that the Arme-
nian government has adopted a warm
and hospitable approach for them.

“They are not treated as refu-
gees. The procedure of obtaining citi-
zenship has been maximally facilitated.
The majority of them have received
Armenian citizenship. They have been
given the opportunity of employment
and being engaged in educational and
cultural activities. We took numerous
steps for them to be integrated easily.
The government, international organi-
zations and NGOs have done every-
thing for healthcare services to be
accessible, tuition fees in universities
to be compensated; their accommoda-
tion needs have beenrealized. We have
assisted businesses by providing privi-
leged loans”, Antonyan said.

He said that since the situation in
Aleppo was stabilized, certain families
have arrived in Armenia as well, nearly
75 people have relocated to Yerevan in
2017. There are some Syrian-Arme-
nians who return to Aleppo from Ar-
menia, however these are individual
cases and no flow is seen.

George Barseghyan, president of
the Coordinating Center for Syrian-
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Armenians’ Issues NGO said one of
the priority issues for the Syrian-Ar-
menians is employment.

“Syrian-Armenians are working
in Armenia, however their salary is the
same as in Syria, and this, of course is
troubling, however, despite the diffi-
cult conditions many prefer to stay
here”, he said.

According to him, the profes-
sional skills of the Syrian-Armenians
are well developed, they know the
language and have the possibility to
manifest themselves in all sectors. They
are mainly engaged in the service sec-
tor, they are running their own restau-
rants or bistros. They work in the arts,
science and healthcare sectors.

Sofi Nersisyan, head of the refu-
gee department of Mission Armenia
NGO said they are working with refu-
gees from many countries. And this
year, the number of their main stake-
holders has reached thousand.

“They are our Syrian-Armenian
countrymen, as well as refugees from
Azerbaijan, Iraq and Iran. We also
work with people displaced from Talish
and other parts of Artsakh, as result of
the April War. We give social-
healthcare services, provide care, hu-
manitarian assistance, financial sup-
port, partial compensation of apart-
ment rent, provision of social accom-
modation. I have to mention that the
refugees mostly have accommodation
and employment problems”, she said.

17-Year-Old Haik Martirosyan to be Granted
Chess Grandmaster Title

YEREVAN --
The junior Armenian
chess players gained
impressive results at
European Individual
Chess Championship
2017 held at Minsk,
Belarus.

“ H a ik
Martirosyan, Aram
Hakobyan, Artur
Davtyan and Arman
Mikaelyan fulfilled
grandmaster norm.
It is quite a great achievement to
fulfill that norm at such a young
age,” Mikayel Andreasyan, General
Secretary of the Chess Federation
of Armenia, said at a press confer-
ence on Monday.

17-year-old Armenian player Haik
Martirosyan will be granted the Grand-
master title already in October 2017.
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Mr. Andreasyan also added that
before Haik, Samvel Ter-Sahakyan
was the only young Armenian chess
player to receive the GM title (15
years old).

“When I have a good start at a
tournament, I achieve good results at
the end of'it,” Haik said, adding that he
has played all the games confidently.

Opening Ceremony of “Revived Talish”
Monument

STEPANAKERT -- On 17 June
Artsakh Republic President Bako
Sahakyan visited the Talish village of
the Martakert region to attend a sol-
emn opening ceremony of the “Re-
vived Talish” monument.

The President expressed grati-
tude to the initiators of this undertak-
ing noting that the monument had a
peculiar meaning reflecting our firm
will and determination to restore the
former glory of this settlement, make
it crowded and prosperous again.

In his speech Bako Sahakyan
stressed that the restoration of Talish
was among the significant state strate-
gic programs, which would uncondi-

tionally come to life.

“Such a monument is a message
to the world showing that our will is
unbending, faith towards our own
strength is steadfast, and optimism is
inexhaustible. We respond to barbar-
ism by our unity. our potential to live,
create and build,” underlined the Head
of the State.

During the ceremony President
Sahakyan handed in high state awards
to a group of freedom-fighters of the
Sisian squad.

Primate of the Artsakh Diocese
of the Armenian Apostolic Church
Archbishop Pargev Martirosyan, other
officials were present at the event.

EU to Provide €3 Million in Financial
Assistance to Syrian Refugees in Armenia

YEREVAN — The European
Union announced on Tuesday 3 mil-
lion euros ($3.3 million) in financial
assistance to thousands of ethnic
Armenian citizens of Syria who have
taken refuge in Armenia in the last
few years.

The allocation is part of the
EU’s fresh 275 million-euro aid pack-
age for millions of Syrian refugees in
Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq and
other countries.

The European Commission said
the sum set aside for Syrian Armenians
living in their ancestral homeland will
support them “by enhancing access to
health and psychosocial services, im-
proving housing conditions, increas-
ing access to economic opportunities,
and by facilitating the integration of
schoolchildren and students.” A state-
ment by the EU’s executive body gave
no further details.

The EU High Representative for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy /
Vice-President of the Commission,
Federica Mogherini said: “We are giv-
ing a lifeline to millions of Syrians
inside the country and across the re-
gion, helping create a future for Syrian
refugees and host communities. By
enabling girls and boys to access
quality education, we are helping to
prevent a lost generation of children
whose lives have been devastated by
the Syrian conflict. It is a moral
duty, and it is also the smartest in-
vestment we can do in the security,
stability and prosperity of our own
region. So, ultimately, itis an invest-
ment in our own future.”

According to the data of the
Ministry of Diaspora of Armenia,
Armenia has received 22 thousand
Syrian refugees since the outbreak
of the war in Syria.
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A Community Conversation on the Film
“The Promise”
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FRESNO — The Armenian Cul-
tural Conservancy in partnership with
St. Paul Armenian Church is hosting a
community conversation on the film
The Promise, following a featured panel
presentation.

The event is slated for Tuesday,
June 27,2017 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s
Haig Berberian Hall, 3767 N. First St.,
Fresno.

The Promise premiered in 2,251
theaters across the country on April 21
and grossed over four million dollars
during its opening weekend. Thou-
sands of Americans from all different
backgrounds, including large numbers
of Armenian-Americans, rushed to the-
aters to see the first major motion
Hollywood film that depicts the events
of the Armenian Genocide of 1915.

A panel of distinguished indi-
viduals will discuss the impact and

significance of The Promise: Carla
Garabedian, Ph.D., Associate Di-
rector of The Promise, Film-maker,
Director, and Writer; Jack Geiger,
Professor of Theatre Arts, West
Hills Community College; Matthew
Ari Jendian, Ph.D., Professor &
Chair of the Sociology Department,
Fresno State; and the Honorable
Houry Sanderson, Judge of the Su-
perior Court, Fresno County.
Marshall D. Moushigian, Esq., a
Community Activist, will serve as
moderator.

Following the panel discussion,
community members will have an op-
portunity to participate in a Q and A
session. Refreshments will be served.
The event is open and free with prior
reservations. Please RSVP by calling
St. Paul Church (559) 226-6343 or
ACC (559) 226-1984.

Armenian Children's Performer JOELLE
to Appear at Abril Bookstore

GLENDALE -- Ar- [
menian children's per-
former from Canada,
JOELLE will make a spe- :

cial appearance at Abril |- 5 %

Bookstore to sign her |# 0
newly released cd, |*

Dzaghgink ou Paylink on
Saturday, July 1, between
Ilam-12:30 pm at415E. |.
Broadway, Glendale, CA. | -
A special surprise will be
offered as well. et

JOELLE is a

children's singer from
Montreal, Canada. Her goal
is to introduce new Arme-
nian songs to young chil-
dren and keep them con-
nected to their cultural roots. Joélle is
passionate about kids, their laughter
and their imaginary world. As an early
childhood educator, she has been work-
ing atan Armenian daycare in Montreal,
Sourp Hagop for many years. Making

© Meet

new songs for children has been a
lifelong dream that she had finally
achieved with her firstalbum and DVD
“Joélle Vol. 1”. She has since contin-
ued pursuing that dream with her sec-
ond album.

US Issues Arrest Warrants

Continued from page 1

ofassault with significantbodily injury
and aggravated assault. According to
the New York Times, two Canadians
were also arrested. The remaining eight
men live in Turkey. According to AP,
seven of the men face felony charges
and five face misdemeanor charges.

The United States also revoked
the visas of multiple guards, some of
whom have not been charged.

“l want to commend the DC

police department for acting bravely to
protect protestors from a vicious as-
sault, and applaud the decision to fol-
low up with the filing of criminal
charges. This sends an important mes-
sage that while violence and repres-
sion have become the normin Erdogan's
Turkey, they remain unacceptable
here. Bringing these thugs to justice
will ultimately require the State De-
partment to prioritize this issue with
Turkey, and I will be urging them to
ensure that those charged today face
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Students Start Fundraising for Armenian
Lecturer Who Escaped Grenfell Tower Fire

LONDON -- Croydon students
have set up a fundraising page for a
lecturer who was living at Grenfell
Tower, Your Local Guardian reports.

Mesrob Kassemdjian, or Robbie,
as his students at University Centre
Croydon (UCC) know him was among
the people living in the Grenfell Tower
blocks at the time the fire engulfed the
building last week.

He was able to escape the fire
from his flat on the 17th floor, along
with his girlfriend and aunt.

At the moment, 79 people have
been confirmed dead with that number
still expected to rise.

While Robbie was spared his life,
he did lose his possessions in the fire.

This included, but not limited to,
his extensive book collection, his laptop
and research for his PhD.

Now his students at UCC have
set up a fundraising page to try and
give Robbie a helping hand.

On the JustGiving website with
which the fundraising campaign is
based, one of the organisers tried to
describe what the “much loved” lec-

turer meant to them.

“We want to try to raise money
for Robbie so that he can replace his
books and equipment in order to carry
on teaching, learning and research-
ing,” it said.

“This is a fundraiser by UCC
Criminology Society at University Cen-
tre Croydon to give students, staff and
the general public, the opportunity to
make a contribution to help Robbie get
back on his feet.”

Speaking to Channel 4 News out-
side the building where he once called
home, Robbie described the panic felt
after he first realised something was
wrong.

“I woke up my auntie and with
the help of my girlfriend we moved
fast so that we could move slowly
down the stairs. I tried to warn my
neighbour. Him and his wife were
right behind us by a couple of min-
utes.”

Atone point Robbie said they felt
like they were close to “real disaster.”

To donate, visit justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/robbiesbooks

Four Armenians Elected to French Parliament

Continued frompage 1

influential community during presi-
dential elections held in April.
Macron described French-Arme-
nian ties as “privileged” ahead of the
April 23 first round of voting in the
French presidential race. He made a
point of visiting an Armenian genocide
memorial in Paris on April 24 to mark
the 102nd anniversary of the start of
the mass killings and deportations. He
was endorsed by leading French-Ar-
menian organizations three days later.
Macron’s main challenger, far-
right leader Marine Le Pen, also made

pro-Armenian statements during the
presidential election campaign. Le Pen
paid tribute to the French Armenians
and said that Nagorno-Karabakh should
be “reunified with Armenia.”

France has long maintained a
warm rapport with Armenia. Macron’s
three predecessors -- Francois
Hollande, Nicolas Sarkozy and Jacques
Chirac -- paid high-profile official vis-
its to Yerevan while in office. The
Armenian government will underline
these close ties when it hosts next year
asummit of La Francophonie, a group-
ing of over 70 mainly French-speaking
nations.

justice.” Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA)
said in a statement.

Secretary of State Rex W.
Tillerson said the charges should “send
a clear message that the United States
does not tolerate individuals who use
intimidation and violence to stifle free-
dom of speech and legitimate political
expression.” He said the department
was still determining what, if any,
additional steps would be taken.

Erdogan lashed out at the United
States on Thursday in brief but fiery
remarks condemning the criminal
charges filed here against his security
personnel.

“What kind of a rule, what kind

of a law is this?” Erdogan said, ac-
cording to an account by Anadolu
Agency, a state-run news service. “If
those bodyguards would not protect
me, why I am bringing them with me
to the U.S.?”

Around the same time, Erdogan’s
government summoned John R. Bass,
the American ambassador, to a meet-
ing with officials from the Foreign
Ministry in Ankara. They told ambas-
sador Bass that the charges were
“wrong, biased and lack legal basis,”
and blamed American law enforce-
ment officers who had been on the
scene, according to a statement pro-
vided by the Foreign Ministry.
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