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SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1975

6300 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1900
Los Angeles, CA 90048

= Life Insurance
= Health Insurance

» Group & Individual
«Long Term Care

« Disability

Anm

Blua Cross

¥Aetna Hea‘i:h Net % &%
BlucShield A Setr Bciio

KAISER PERMANENTE-

805 East Broadway
Glendale, CA 91205

- Estate Planning
 Will & Living Trust
- Full Annual Review

« Mortgage Protection
= College Planning

More locations and more ways to service your insurance and financial needs

A.B.A. INSURANCE SERVICES

HJ

CIGNA

Seniors 65 & Up Medicare Supplements « Insurance « Pres

Insurance coverage can help you ﬁnncl

UuyywhnduigpniphLGp

Coverage & Frotection =
should be on the top )
of your priority list.
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President Sarkisian Praises Armenia’s
“Strong Partnership” With the United States

YEREVAN -- President Serzh
Sarkisian praised Armenia’s “strong
partnership” with the United States on
Tuesday when he congratulated his
U.S. counterpart Donald Trump on
America’s Independence Day.

“Today we can unmistakably state
that in the past quarter of a century,
together we have succeeded in build-
ing a close and strong partnership
between our nations anchored in mu-
tual respect and trust,” Sarkisian said
in a congratulatory message to Trump.

He expressed hope that the two
countries will “enrich the agenda of
Armenian-American relations with
new mutually beneficial initiatives and
projects.” He again thanked the U.S.
for its economic assistance provided
to Armenia since the early 1990s and
praised Washington’s role in interna-
tional efforts to resolve the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict.

Throughout his nine-year rule,
Sarkisian has sought closer ties with
the United States, including in the area
of defense, while maintaining
Armenia’s political and military alli-
ance with Russia. He has repeatedly
stated in recent years that U.S.-Arme-
nian relations are now closer than ever
before. He expressed confidence in
November that they will “continue to

develop dynamically” during Trump’s
presidency.

The Armenian leader on Tuesday
also visited the U.S. Embassy in
Yerevan and met U.S. Ambassador
Richard Mills on the occasion. The
two men planted an apricot tree in the
sprawling embassy compound sym-
bolizing the U.S. independence anni-
versary and the 25th anniversary of
the establishment of U.S.-Armenian
diplomatic ties.

“We hope our relationship will
grow even stronger, and we are espe-
cially keen to further deepen our trade
and investment ties,” Sarkisian’s press
office quoted Mills as saying.

On Friday, the U.S. mission
hosted an annual Independence Day
reception attended by hundreds of
Armenian dignitaries, including Prime
Minister Karen Karapetian and several
members of his cabinet. In a speech
delivered at the event, Karapetian de-
scribed Yerevan’s relationship with
Washington as “very good, business-
like, honest and sincere.” “I am very
happy with it and ready to continue it,”
he said.

Karapetian also said he hopes the
two governments will work together
to attract more U.S. investments in the
Armenian economy.

Report: 350 Azerbaijani Diplomatic Flights
Carry Weapons for Terrorists

Atleast 350 diplomatic Silk Way
Airlines (an Azerbaijani state-run com-
pany) flights have transported weap-
ons for war conflicts across the world
over the last 3 years, the Bulgarian
Trud newspaper reports.

According to the report, the state-
run airline has carried on-board tens of
tons of heavy weapons and ammuni-
tion headed to terrorists under the
cover of diplomatic flights.

Author of the report Dilyana
Gaytandzhieva has received the docu-
ments implicating Silk Way Airlines in
arms supplies from an anonymous
twitter account — Anonymous Bul-
garia.

The leaked files include corre-

spondence between the Bulgarian Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs and the Em-
bassy of Azerbaijan to Bulgaria with
attached documents for weapons deals
and diplomatic clearance for overflight
and/or landing in Bulgaria and many
other European countries, USA, Saudi
Arabia, UAE, Turkey, to name a few.
According to the documents, Silk
Way Airlines offered diplomatic flights
to private companies and arms manu-
facturers from the US, Balkans, and
Israel, as well as to the militaries of
Saudi Arabia, UAE, and the military
forces of Germany and Denmark in
Afghanistan and of Sweden in Iraq.

Continued on page4

Bi-Partisan Congressional Letter to Secretary
Tillerson: No Guns to Turkey

STOP PROPOSED

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Today,
36 Members of Congress sent a bi-
partisan letter, spearheaded by Arme-
nian Caucus Co-Chair Representative
Dave Trott (R-MI), to Secretary of
State Rex Tillerson, opposing an an-
ticipated gun sale to Turkey in light of
the vicious attack by Turkey's security
detail in our Nation's Capital against
peaceful protesters, reported the Ar-
menian Assembly of America.

"Right here, on U.S. soil, we
witnessed President Erdogan's blatant
disregard for democracy as his hench-
men waged a brutal attack on peaceful

protestors. As the very model of free-
dom and liberty around the world, the
United States cannot condone such an
overt suppression of democracy and
this proposed arms deal would be noth-
ing less than an endorsement of
Erdogan's henchmen's brutal attack.
We need to call out and hold account-
able President Erdogan and his body-
guards for who they really are - thugs,"
Rep. Trott stated.

Last month, President Erdogan's
bodyguards violently assaulted peace-

Continued on page4

FM Nalbandian: Any Peace Deal
Must be Approved by Karabakh

YEREVAN -- Foreign Minister
Edward Nalbandian said on Friday that
he may meet with his Azerbaijani coun-
terpart Elmar Mammadyarov in the
coming weeks for further talks on the
unresolved Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict.

“A meeting of the foreign minis-
ters may take place soon,” he told
reporters. “It’s possible in July.” The
meeting will be held in Mauerbach,
Austria on July 11 RIA Novosti re-
ports, quoting diplomatic sources.

The U.S., Russian and French
co-chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group
said in a June 19 statement that they
plan to meet Nalbandian and Mammad-
yarov soon to discuss “modalities of
the forthcoming work.” They have
frequently been present at face-to-
face talks held by the two ministers.

The three mediators issued the
statement at the end of their latest
visits to Baku, Yerevan and Stepa-
nakert. They said the Armenian and
Azerbaijani presidents “expressed their
intention to resume political dialogue in
an attempt to find a compromise solu-
tion for the most controversial issues
of the settlement.”

It was not clear whether Presi-
dents Serzh Sarkisian and [lham Aliyev
are ready to meet in the near future.
The mediators have been pressing for

such a meeting in the hope of reviving
the Karabakh peace process.

In March, the Minsk Group’s
American co-chair, Richard Hoagland,
expressed hope that Nalbandian and
Mammadyarov will “prepare the
ground” for an Armenian-Azerbaijani
summit. The top Armenian and
Azerbaijani diplomats reported no
agreements to that effect after they
last met in Moscow in April.

Meeting with Armenian lawmak-
ers, Nalbandian reiterated that any
peace deal struck by Baku and Yerevan
would have to be approved by
Karabakh’s leadership. He said the

Continued on page4
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Azerbaijan Will Suffer “Irreparable” Losses
if Provokes All-out War

YEREVAN — Azerbaijan is un-
likely to provoke an all-out war in
Nagorno-Karabakh anytime soon be-
cause of “irreparable” losses that it
would suffer as a result, Defense
Minister Vigen Sargsian said on
Wednesday.

Sargsian also criticized the latest
delivery of Russian weapons to
Azerbaijan, while indicating that it will
notaffect Armenia’s close military ties
with Russia.

“I am almost certain that a large-
scale war will not break out for the
simple reason that such a war cannot
solve the Karabakh problem ... in
Azerbaijan’s favor,” he told a news con-
ference. “On the contrary, there is a very
big risk that in case of a large-scale war
Azerbaijan would suffer irreparable dam-
age to its economy and state.”

“Incidentally, I don’t minimize
the dangers of a full-scale war for
Armenia,” he went on. “One does not
negate the other. Butto deliberately opt
for a large-scale war in this situation
would be an act of madness on the part
of Azerbaijan’s leadership.”

Sargsian suggested that Baku,
which regularly threatens a military
solution to the Karabakh dispute,
will instead continue to violate the
ceasefire in the conflict zone on a
smaller scale.

On June 16, three soldiers of
Karabakh army were killed by
Azerbaijani forces in a single shoot-
ing incident. Another Armenian sol-
dier was shot dead at a different
frontline section the following morn-
ing, leading the Defense Army to
promise a “targeted and dispropor-
tionate” retaliation.

On June 22, the Karabakh army
claimed to have killed four Azerbaijani
soldiers while thwarting an overnight
incursion attempted by Azerbaijani
forces. The Azerbaijani military denied
the claim.

Sargsian said that at least 8
Azerbaijani soldiers have been killed in
“punitive” actions taken by Karabakh
Armenian forces in the last ten days.

“The unconfirmed number is much
higher,” he claimed.

The 42-year-old minister was also
asked about a new batch of anti-tank
missile systems which Russia deliv-
ered to Azerbaijan late last week as part
of lucrative arms deals with Baku. “I
view very negatively any arms delivery
to Azerbaijan first of all because
Azerbaijanis an unpredictable country
lacking mechanisms for democratic
control,” he replied.

“In that regard, any supply of
weapons [to Azerbaijan] — be it Rus-
sian weapons, [sraeli weapons or Turk-
ish weapons — creates new risks be-
cause it’s hard to predict who will be
making decisions in that country,”
added Sargsian.

Russia has also sold around $5
billion worth of tanks, artillery sys-
tems and other weapons to Azerbaijan
in line with defense contracts signed in
2009-2011. The Armenian government
publicly criticized those deals follow-
ing four-day hostilities in Karabakh
that broke out in April 2016.

Asked whether the latest arms
shipment means Moscow is ignoring
Yerevan’s concerns, Sargsian said:
“No, we cannot say that.”

Sargsian also stressed in that
context that Armenia has long been
acquiring Russian weapons at discount
price thanks to its military alliance
with Russia. The Armenian side is
satisfied with the ongoing “very ambi-
tious program” of military cooperation
with Moscow, he said.

Red Cross Visits Armenia Citizen
Captured in Azerbaijan

YEREVAN (News.am) — Repre-
sentatives of the Baku office of Inter-
national Committee of Red Cross
(ICRC) have visited Armenian citizen
Zaven Karapetyan, who is captured in
Azerbaijan.

Zara Amatuni, the communica-
tions officer of the ICRC Yerevan
Office in Armenia’s capital city, stated
that the visit took place on July 1.

On June 21, the Ministry of De-
fense of Azerbaijan informed about the
“capture” of an “Armenian Armed
Forces’ serviceman,” on the Armenia-
Azerbaijan border.

Later, the ministry released a video
of the interrogation of this man, who
was wearing a Turkish-made body
armor. The man stated that he was
Zaven Karapetyan, aresident of Dovegh
village nearby Noyemberyan town in
Tavush Province of Armenia; but such
aperson had never lived in this village.

It was found out, however, that
such a person did live in Vanadzor
town. Karapetyan, who grew up in an
orphanage, has mental issues; and those
that know him had no information on
him over the past several years.
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Asian Development Bank Provides
$80 Million Loan to Help Modernize
Armenian Electric Utility

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — The
Asian Development Bank (ABD) has
provided Armenia’s national power
distribution network with an $80
million loan designed to further cut
its substantial losses and make elec-
tricity supplies in the country more
reliable.

“The investment will help the
Electric Networks of Armenia (ENA)
improve private sector electricity dis-
tribution in Armenia by reducing dis-
tribution losses from around 10% in
2016 to around 8% by 2021,” the
Manila-based lending institution said in
a statement released on Monday.

This will be achieved through
“rehabilitating, reinforcing, and aug-
menting the distribution network, con-
necting new customers and introduc-
ing international standards of manage-
ment and automated control system,”
said the statement.

“The investment program will
contribute to the government of
Armenia’s goal of energy indepen-
dence and energy efficiency,” Sonali
Tang, a senior ADB executive, was
quoted as saying.

ENA had incurred mounting
losses since 2010, despite repeated
increases in electricity prices approved

by Armenian state regulators. The elec-
tric utility had $220 million in out-
standing debts to Armenian power
plants and commercial banks when it
was acquired by the Tashir Group of
the Russian-Armenian billionaire
Samvel Karapetian from Inter RAO, a
state-run Russian energy giant, in Oc-
tober 2015. Karapetian pledged to make
the troubled utility “much better under
our management.”

The most recent electricity price
hike announced by Armenia’s Public
Services Regulatory Commission
(PSRC) in June 2015 sparked two-
week demonstrations in Yerevan. They
forced the Armenian government to
keep the energy tariffs unchanged for
most households and some small busi-
nesses through a subsidy.

The protests were driven by a
widely held belief that Armenians are
made to pay for widespread corrup-
tion within the ENA management. While
defending the tariff rise, government
officials acknowledged that the power
grids have been mismanaged by the
Russians.

The government stated over a
year ago that the new owner has man-
aged to cut ENA’slosses within months
after buying the troubled network.

Bako Sahakian Nominated for Karabakh
Interim Presidency

The Democ-
ratic Party of Art-
sakh, one of Kara-
bakh’s main pro-
government groups,
formally nominated
Bako Sahakian’s
candidacy for the in-
terim presidency of
Nagorno-Karabakh
republic on Satur-
day. Free Father-
land, the largestfiy
parliamentary

force headed by

Ara Harutiunian, the Karabakh
prime minister, is expected to fol-
low suit at a conference slated for
Wednesday.

A new Karabakh constitution
approved in a referendum in February
abolished the post of prime minister
and gave more powers to the president
of the republic.

Karabakh would be governed by
an interim president chosen by the
parliament until then. The local legisla-

ture will meet to fill that position at the
end of this month.

Sahakian’s spokesman, Davit
Babayan, confirmed that the Karabakh
leader may extend his decade-longrule.
“The law does not prohibit that,” he
told RFE/RL’s Armenian service
(Azatutyun.am).

Sahakian will also be able to run
for president in 2020 and hold
Karabakh’s top post for two consecu-
tive terms.
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Armenian Watchdog Group: Vote Buying
Decisive in Ruling Party Victory

susPrnNu

YEREVAN — Vote buying was
decisiveintheruling Republican Party’s
victory in the recent parliamentary elec-
tions, Armenia’s leading anti-corrup-
tion watchdog claimed on Monday.

In a report on the conduct of the
April 2 polls, the Armenian affiliate of
Transparency International, the Anti-
Corruption Center (ACC), said its
members recorded 90 cases of vote
bribes during the parliamentary race.
Most of them were handed out by the
ruling HHK, it said.

Presenting the report, the ACC’s
director for programs, Varuzhan
Hoktanian, said that other election con-
tenders, notably businessman Gagik
Tsarukian’s Bloc and the Armenian Revo-
lutionary Federation (Dashnaktsutyun),
also engaged in the illegal practice. “But
if we look at the scale [of vote buying, ]
it was mainly done by the Republican
Party,” he told a reporters.

Western observers mostly de-
ployed by the Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe said
although “fundamental freedoms were
generally respected” the elections were
“tainted by credible information about
vote-buying, and pressure on civil ser-
vants and employees of private com-
panies.”

In a joint April 3 statement, they
did not report significant instances of
other violations such as multiple vot-
ing or ballot stuffing. The United States
and the European Union echoed the
findings of the OSCE-led mission, while
cautiously praising the overall conduct
of the vote.

An HHK spokesman admitted on
April 5 that vote bribes were distrib-
uted. But he insisted that they did not
have a “substantial impact on the elec-
tion results” that gave a landslide vic-
tory to the party headed by President
Serzh Sarkisian.

The ACC report also accuses the
HHK ofillegally using government re-
sources in its election campaign. In
particular, it says, government offi-
cials and public sector employees
worked for HHK campaign offices or
participated in campaign events orga-
nized by the party during their work
hours. Also, employees of schools,
kindergartens and even hospitals were
pressurized into campaigning for the
HHK, according to the report.

The anti-graft watchdog also
accused the Tsarukian Bloc and
Dashnaktsutyun of abusing their ad-
ministrative resources in a similar fash-
ion in local communities run by their
members.

Hoktanian was very skeptical
about several dozen criminal cases
that were opened by Armenian law-
enforcement agencies in connection
withreported election irregularities. “I
don’t think that ... that will lead to
some really serious results,” he said.

Hoktanian also said that the abuses
of administrative resources were fa-
cilitated by the weakness of Armenia’s
opposition forces. “Money plays a very
important role in politics,” he said. “I
don’t mean to say that they are weak
only because of [a lack of] money. But
those financial problems do exist.”

Archbishop Aram Ateshyan Dismissed from Post of
General Vicar of Armenian Patriarchate of Istanbul

ISTANBUL -- The Spiritual Coun-
cil of Istanbul’s Armenian Patriarch-
ate passed a decision on suspending
Achbishop Aram Ateshyan’s powers
as patriarchal vicar, Agos newspaper
reported.

The Council’s session was held
on June 28. Bishop Sahak Mashalyan
said the decision was passed with 22
votes in favor and 2 against.

Earlier on May 24, Ateshyan made
a statement saying he is ready to step
down as patriarchal vicar, and invited
the elected patriarchal locum tenens
Archbishop Garegin Bekchian to
Istanbul.

Nevertheless, Ateshyan did not
resign.

e 7]

On June 24, Bekchyan and
Ateshyan held a meeting, where
Ateshyan had said he doesn’t intend to
resign.

Study Reveals 8,000 Years of Genetic
Continuity in Armenia and Artsakh
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YEREVAN (Armradio) -- The
South Caucasus, situated between the
Black and Caspian Seas, geographi-
cally links Europe with the Near East
and has served as a crossroad for
human migrations for many millennia.
However, ancient mitochondrial DNA
evidence finds no upheaval over the
last 8,000 years.

A new study published in the
Current Biology sheds light on mater-
nal genetic history of the South
Caucasus region. Scholars have ana-
lyzed the complete mitochondrial ge-
nomes of 52 ancient skeletons from
present-day Armenia and Artsakh span-
ning 7,800 years and combined this
dataset with 206 mitochondrial ge-
nomes of modern Armenians.

Researchers have also included
previously published data of seven
neighboring populations. Coalescence-
based analyses suggest that the popu-
lation size in this region rapidly in-
creased after the Last Glacial Maxi-
mum ca. 18 kya. The lowest genetic
distance in this dataset is between
modern Armenians and the ancient
individuals, as also reflected in both
network analyses and discriminant
analysis of principal components.

In the study scholars present 206
mitochondrial genome sequences from
three sub-populations of modern Arme-
nians and 44 mtDNA genomes from
ancientindividuals excavated in Armenia
and Artsakh. The calibrated radiocarbon
dates of the ancient samples ranged
between 300 and 7,811 years BP, with
the majority being Bronze Age individu-
als, 3,000 to 4,000 years old.

Using genetic data of modern
Armenians, researchers suggest that
the Armenian gene pool was formed as
aresult of admixture events happening
ca. 4,500 years BP. “Our ancient DNA
(aDNA) data suggest that at least the
maternal gene pool in the South
Caucasus has been very stable and

was largely formed before these events.
A scenario of genetic continuity is
supported by two previous studies that
included low-coverage genomic data
from a few ancient individuals from
the South Caucasus: Allentoft et al.
observed genetic similarities between
Bronze Age individuals (ca. 3,500 years
BP) and modern Armenians [26], and
Lazaridis et al. showed similarity be-
tween Chalcolithic (ca. 6,000 years
BP) and Bronze Age (ca. 3,500 years
BP) individuals excavated in Armenia
[7],” scholars say.

The results have implications
for how the known cultural shifts in
the South Caucasus are interpreted.
It appears that during the last eight
millennia, there were no major ge-
netic turnovers in the female gene
pool in the South Caucasus, despite
multiple well-documented cultural
changes in the region. This is in
contrast to the dramatic shifts of
mtDNA lineages occurring in Cen-
tral Europe during the same time
period, which suggests either a dif-
ferent mode of cultural change in
the two regions or that the genetic
turnovers simply occurred later in
Europe compared to the South
Caucasus. More data from earlier
Mesolithic cultures in the South
Caucasus are needed to clarify this.

Due to the lack of available an-
cient and modern mtDNA genomes
from other regions of the South
Caucasus, the scholars used Arme-
nians as a representative group of the
region. Considering the low and in
many cases non-significant genetic
differences observed between popula-
tions of the South Caucasus, one would
expect to observe a somewhat similar
pattern of matrilineal genetic continu-
ity in other parts of this region, i.e.,
Georgia, Azerbaijan, and Armenian
Highland (partially modern day East-
ern Turkey and North-West Iran).
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Adrienne Alexanian Presents
Father’s Memoir, ""Forced into Genocide"

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
Armenian Assembly of America co-
sponsored a book presentation of
Forced into Genocide: Memoirs of an
Armenian Soldier in the Ottoman Turk-
ish Army, written by Yervant Edward
Alexanian, an eye-witness to the mas-
sacre and dislocation of his family and
countrymen in Ottoman Turkey dur-
ing the Armenian Genocide. Adrienne
G. Alexanian, Yervant’s daughter, has
spent years preparing her father’s
manuscript for publication, which she
presented at St. Mary Armenian Apos-
tolic Church in Washington, D.C on
Sunday. The Assembly co-sponsored
the event with St. Mary Armenian
Apostolic Church, Knights and Daugh-
ters of Vartan, and the Armenian Na-
tional Committee of America.

Born in Sivas, Turkey, Yervant
survived the Hamidian massacres as
an infant to later fight for survival as a
conscriptin the Ottoman Turkish Army
during the 1915 Genocide. Despite
everything he went through and wit-
nessed, “he was prepared to die” in-
stead of saving his own life by con-
verting to Islam. He fled to America in
1920, where he spent his life advocat-
ing for justice for his people. There are
no other books or comparable account
which exists in Armenian literature on
this aspect of the Genocide.

Yervant passed away in 1983,
leaving behind many documents and
pictures discovered by his daughter.
Adrienne explained that the memoirs
came to light by chance while she was
going through her father’s belongings.
He did not share stories of the Arme-
nian Genocide with his daughter, wish-
ing to not burden his family. Instead,
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Syrian-Armenian Doctor Receives
a House in Artsakh

Forced into
Genocide

Memoirs of an
Armenian Soldier
in the Ottoman

Turkish Army

he wrote down his memoirs as a form
of therapy that would later live on
through Adrienne’s efforts.

Award winning Middle East jour-
nalist Robert Fisk highlighted Yervant’s
memoirs in one of his articles on
Turkey’s denial of the Armenian Geno-
cide in The Independent on March 22,
2017.“Forced into Genocide is Yervant
Alexanian’s own frightful account of
his people’s suffering, with unimpeach-
able documentation — in vast enough
amounts to prevent the usual Turkish
‘genocide deniers’ (twins of the Euro-
pean ‘deniers’ of the Jewish Holo-
caust) of denouncing the book as a
forgery,” Fisk wrote. “It is a story
which Erdogan should be reading —
and publicising — right now, for it
involves more ‘Nazi practices’ than
the new Sultan of Istanbul would ever
want to acknowledge,” he added.

Kashatagh -- In a moving cer-
emony, Syrian-Armenian doctor Haig
Khatcho (Khatchadourian) received a
house in Artsakh’s Ishkhanadzor Vil-
lage from the Foundation in early June.
Doctor Khatcho relocated to Artsakh
last year, and started a new life in the
Kashatagh region after escaping pros-
ecution by ISIS during the Syrian civil
war. Finding solace in the land of his
ancestors, Haig Khatcho has decided
to contribute his skills, experience and
expertise as a physician for the devel-
opment of Artsakh.

The house was built as part of the
Tufenkian Foundation’s program sup-
porting Syrian-Armenian refugees re-
settling in Artsakh. Through this initia-
tive, we not only support refugees, but
also help resettle, develop and bring
new life to the strategically significant,
but currently deserted lands of
Kashatagh.

The resettlement of this region
has been a priority for the Foundation

since 2003. But despite its strategic
significance, most of Kashatagh’s resi-
dents are forced to live in bombed-out
ruins. Whenever families leave this
region in search of better living condi-
tions, these vital liberated lands face
the risk of being deserted and aban-
doned. To address this issue, the Foun-
dation launched a pilot project in 2008
to create better housing conditions in
Kashatagh by turning the ruins and
rubble into well-built houses. Since
then, more than 40 renovation works
have been performed.

Giving to people like doctor
Khatcho is not just charity, it is an
investment in Kashatagh and its people,
an investment that has already started
to pay off. A neurologist by profes-
sion, Dr. Khatcho has set up practice
as a general practitioner in the only
clinic of the village. Here, he provides
arange of medical services not only to
the residents of Ishkhanadzor, but also
the neighboring communities.

Bi-Partisan Congressional Letter

Continued from page 1

mediators’ formal peace proposals have
made it clear that representatives of
Karabakh must participate in the draft-
ing of the final peace accord.

“One day all these documents
will be released and you will see that it
is mentioned in all of them that the

representatives of Nagorno Karabakh
must take part in the development of
peace agreement and negotiations. This
has been agreed by the three Co-Chair-
ing countries. It is impossible to reach
any agreement or make a decision
without the Artsakh side.No agree-
ment can be signed without that.”
Nalbandian said.

Azerbaijani Diplomatic Flights

Continued from page 1

Diplomatic flights are exempt of
checks, air bills, and taxes, meaning that
Silk Way airplanes freely transported
hundreds of tons of weapons to differ-
ent locations around the world without
regulation. They made technical land-
ings with stays varying from a few
hours to up to a day in intermediary
locations without any logical reasons
such as needing to refuel the planes.

According to the documents,
Azerbaijan’s Foreign Ministry has sent
instructions to its embassies in Bul-
garia and many other European coun-
tries to request diplomatic clearance

for Silk Way Airlines flights.

“Some of the weapons that
Azerbaijan carried on diplomatic flights
were used by its military in Nagorno-
Karabakh against Armenia. In 2016,
Azerbaijan accused Armenia of using
white phosphorus. Armenia denied the
allegations and in turn accused
Azerbaijan of fabrication, as the only
piece of evidence was based on a
single unexploded grenade found by
Azerbaijan’s soldiers. According to the
documents from the Embassy of
Azerbaijan in Sofia, white phosphorus
munitions were carried on a diplomatic
flight via Baku the previous year,” the
report reads.

Bi-Partisan Congressional Letter

Continued frompage 1

ful protesters in Washington, D.C. with
President Erdogan just feet away, look-
ing on as armed members of his security
detail unleashed a brutal attack, targeting
non-violent protesters and American
Diplomatic Security Officers, and re-
sulting in serious injuries.

On June 6, the House of Repre-
sentatives unanimously passed House
Resolution 354, condemning the vio-
lence that took place outside the Turk-
ish Ambassador's residence on May
16 and calling on the perpetrators to be
brought to justice under U.S. law.

"We canno longer enable Turkey
to compromise our democratic values,
and this proposed arms sale is nothing
short of an endorsement of the actions
of President Erdogan's security force.
As such, we strongly urge you to
reject this proposed sale and any po-
tential weapons transfer to President
Erdogan's security detail," the Mem-
bers of Congress stated in the letter.

The State Department notified

Congress about a proposed sale of semi-
automatic handguns and ammunition to
a Turkish government controlled entity
authorized to import firearms to the
Department of Security of the Presi-
dency of the Republic of Turkey.

In questioning earlier this month
by Congressman David Cicilline (D-RI)
during a House Foreign Affairs Commit-
tee hearing on the Administration's Bud-
get, Secretary Tillerson said whether
or not the U.S. will sell weapons to the
very same security forces who com-
mitted the attack is currently "under
evaluation."

"We commend Congressman
Trott and his colleagues for this initia-
tive and standing up for American
values in light of such a flagrant disre-
spect for our cherished rights," stated
Assembly Executive Director Bryan
Ardouny.

The Assembly also urged its
members to contact their Representa-
tive to join the bipartisan letter urging
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson to
stop the proposed gun sale to Turkey.
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ST. GREGORY ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH PASADENA

Ed Bilezikjian - Clarinet
Antranig Kzirian - Oud & Harry Bogosian - Dumbegs

Plus DJ spinning the top dance hits!

At Saint Gregory “Geragos Hall” 2215 E. Colorado Blvd., Pasadena CA 91107

For tickets call:
Vera [Church Office]: 626-449-1523
Vahe: 562-715-8730

Donation: $45
Includes Full Armenian Dinner!
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