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DISABILITY

Bedros & Siamanto

805 EAST BROADWAY, GLENDALE, CA 91205

Al MARONIAN

SERVICES

INSURANCE

Since 1975, we have proudly

CA Insurance Lic. #0494056 / #0C99815
MARONIANINSURANCE.COM

. b )
served our community’s
insurance needs.

(818) 500 9585
(818) 269 0909

Call us today!
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THE EVENT OF THE YEAR

D) MUSIC — Fish and Move

Uwmupunh Yh UnmmntiunGhinp

SABAMH GUL CHAPTER
INVITES YOu TO JOIN ST ENJOY

FiSH aNd More

(Catch of the Day)

Will Take Place on:

Saturday, AUGUST 19, 2017
STARTING @ 7:30 PM

ADDRESS:
9537 SHOSHONE AVENUE
NORTHRIDGE, CA 91325

Entrance Dondation F35

Gp <puhpk

nrly Ghpngpah Gplilng

Stmp Pmbkimg Gwmpup, 19 04NTSAT, 2017

Bpliynjtimat dunip 7:30-Lh uljputang
Ununph bk $35
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Sarkisian:

Sale of Weapons to Azerbaijan the Most
Painful Issue in Armenian-Russian Relations

YEREVAN (Armradio.am) —
The sale of Russian weapons to
Azerbaijan is the most painful issue in
Armenian-Russian friendship, in the
Armenian-Russian strategic partner-
ship, and shadows many things, Ar-
menian President Serzh Sarkisian said
in an interview with R-Evolution pro-
gram of Armenia TV. He added, how-
ever, that nothing serious has hap-
pened yet.

“We can condemn Russia if there
are serious consequences. If not, we
have to consider that it’s a long-term
policy of Russia aimed at stabilizing
the situation in the region,” President
Sarkisian said.

The President said the calls to
review relations with Russia can bring
about extremely dangerous conse-
quences. “If we review relations with
Russia, who can we improve relations
with? Turkey? Oris everyone in NATO
looking forward to Armenia’s arrival

with open embrace?” the President
said.

He added that “we cannot accuse
all of supporting Azerbaijan, turn away
from everyone and go against the
world. Our policy is as follows — we
develop relations with close allies and
cooperate with partners,” the Presi-
dent stated.

Speaking about difficulties in
Karabakh conflictresolution, Sarkisian
stated that “the Minsk Group is not
almighty in a certain sense. Any of the
co-chairing countries is able to impose
anything on Azerbaijan if it stems from
its own interests. Butit’s hard to imag-
ine Russia, France and the United States
imposing their opinion on Azerbaijan.”

“The OSCE Minsk Group Co-
Chairs have no doubt as to which party
isresponsible for tension at the Line of
contact,” he added.

Continued on page 3

Scholar Sevan Nishanyan Escapes from
Turkish Prison

ISTANBUL -- Turkish- Arme-
nian scholar and linguist Sevan
Nishanyan, who has been serving a
17-year prison term since 2014, has
escaped from the correctional facility,
Turkish media reported.

Nishanyan exited the minimum
security (open regime) prison in the
morning of July 14 and hasn’t re-
turned.

A tweet later appeared on his
Facebook and Twitter accounts, say-
ing: “The bird flew away: Same wishes
to the remaining 80 million”.

Turkish historian and scholar
Taner Akcam, a strong supporter of
the Armenian Genocide recognition,
reacted to Nishanyan’s tweet by say-
ing: “Sevan Nishanyan has escaped by
saying “the bird flew away”. With
expectations of a free world for all
birds....”, he said.

Nishanyan was arrested and
imprisoned in Turkey for carrying
out “illegal” construction in his own
garden.

Even Turkish media said the
arrest was an obvious framing by

Turkish authorities, because
Nishanyan has publicly criticized
Turkey’s government’s mistakes.

Numerous activists and individu-
als have called for his release, saying
that the true reason of his arrest is the
fact that he dared to criticize the offi-
cial history of Turkey by writing the
“False Republic” book.

Russian-Armenian Investors to Start
Financing First Projects in Armenia

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — An in-
vestment fund set up recently by three
dozen wealthy Russian entrepreneurs
of Armenian descent will start financ-
ing business projects in Armenia this
autumn, a senior government official
in Yerevan said on Tuesday.

The fund called the Investors
Club of Armenia (ICA) was officially
set up in March at a ceremony in
Yerevan attended by Prime Minister
Karen Karapetian. The latter has warm
rapports with its key founders, nota-
bly the Armenian-born billionaire
Samvel Karapetian (no relation).

The Armenian government signed
a memorandum of understanding with
the ICA in April. Minister for Eco-
nomic Development Suren Karayan
said at the time that the fund’s invest-
ments in the Armenian economy should
total around $300 million this year.

According to one of Karayan’s
deputies, Hovannes Azizian, the ICO
will likely launch its first investment
projects in October or November. “The
projects to be implemented by the Club
will mainly target the areas of energy
and renewable energy,” he told a news
conference. “Now discussions are
underway on the possibility of the

Club’s involvement in some manufac-
turing sectors as well.”

Azizian said that the Russian-
Armenian investors are particularly
interested in hydropower and solar
energy. The government, he said, ex-
pects them to finance, among other
things, the construction of medium-
sized hydroelectric plants.

One of those plants would be
builtin Samvel Karapetian’s native Lori
province. The Armenian Energy Min-
istry estimates that work on the 76-
megawatt facility would cost roughly
$150 million.

Azizian would not be drawn on
the amount of funding which the ICA
has set aside for its first projects.
“When the projects are finalized we
will give information about the invest-
ment package,” he said.

Foreign direct investment in the
Armenian economy has rapidly de-
clined in recent years. Government
data shows that it stood at a modest
$130 million in 2016.

Prime Minister Karapetian has
repeatedly promised to attract more
than $3 billion in investments in the

Continued on page3

Archbishop Hovnan Derderian Delivers
Opening Prayer in House of Representatives

ARCHBISASPHOVNAN DERDERIAN

P ol

WASHINGTON, DC - His Emi-
nence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian,
Primate of the Western Diocese of the
Armenian Church of North America,
delivered the opening prayer in the
House of Representatives on Wednes-
day July 12. Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA)
invited Archbishop Derderian to de-
liver the prayer, welcomed him outside
the House floor before opening ses-
sion, and delivered remarks honoring
the Archbishop at the conclusion of
his prayer.

“It was an honor to welcome
Archbishop Derderian to our nation’s
capital to deliver today’s opening
prayer,” Schiff said. “I am so pleased
that the House of Representatives was
able to hear the inspiring words of

such a distinguished and respected
spiritual leader from our community.
Archbishop Derderian has had a tre-
mendous impact on people of all faiths
and played a vital role in the religious
and civic life of millions.”

Members of Congress are allowed
to request a guest chaplain deliver the
opening prayer which opens each ses-
sion of the House of Representatives.
Last year, Rep. Schiff invited both the
Western Diocese and Western Prelacy
to deliver the opening prayer, and he
looks forward to scheduling a date as
soon as possible for His Eminence Arch-
bishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prel-
ate of the Western Prelacy of the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church of America to
deliver his opening prayer.
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OSCE Co-Chairs Press for Renewed
Face-to-Face Negotiations Between the
Presidents of Armenia and Azerbaijan

BRUSSELS --
The Foreign Minis-
ters of Armenia and
Azerbaijan Edward
Nalbandian and Elmar
Mammadyarov held a
meeting in Brussels
in the presence of the &
three co-chairs of the
OSCE Minsk Group
for further discus- {8
sions on how to kick- [
start the Nagorno-
Karabakh peace process.

“The Co-Chairs asked the Minis-
ters to convey to the Presidents their
proposal to organize a summit in the
course of this year,” the Armenian
Foreign Ministry said in a statement. [t
said Nalbandian and Mammadyarov
agreed to meet again in September in
New York on the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly.

The mediators said after visiting
Baku, Yerevan and Stepanakert last
month that Aliyev and Sarkisian “ex-
pressed their intention to resume po-
litical dialogue in an attempt to find a
compromise solution for the most con-
troversial issues of the settlement.”

Official Azerbaijani sources made
no public statements immediately after
the Brussels meeting which followed
the latest upsurge of ceasefire viola-
tions along the Karabakh “line of con-
tact.” The mediating troika urged the
warring sides to “cease military ac-
tion” last week.

According to the Armenian For-
eign Ministry statement, Nalbandian
stressed at Tuesday’s meeting the im-
portance of “stabilizing the situation
on the Line of Contact.” He also in-
sisted on the unconditional implemen-
tation of confidence-building agree-

ments that were reached by Aliyev and
Sarkisian last year.

The two leaders specifically
agreed to allow the OSCE to deploy
more field observers in the conflict
zone and investigate truce violations
occurring there. The Azerbaijani gov-
ernment has since been reluctant to
implement these safeguards, however,
saying that they would cement the
status quo in the absence of progress
in Armenian-Azerbaijani peace talks.

Nalbandian lambasted Azerbaijan
at an informal meeting of foreign min-
isters of OSCE member states held in
Mauerbach, Austria earlier on Tues-
day. He said that Baku’s failure to take
the confidence-building measures is
calling into question s “ability to act as
a negotiating party.”

An Azerbaijani diplomat attending
the meeting denounced Nalbandian’s
remarks as “extremely provocative”
and claimed that Yerevan is keen to
“perpetuate the current status quo” in
Karabakh.

While in Mauerbach, Nalbandian
also met with Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov. The Armenian Foreign
Ministry said the two men discussed the
Karabakh dispute and agreed on the need
to implement the 2016 agreements.

Two Armenians Wounded
in Egyptian Beach Resort Attack

Two Armenian na-
tionals were wounded on
Friday in a mass stab-
bing in Egypt’s Red Sea
resort of Hurghada which [
left two other foreign
tourists dead.

News reports said
an Egyptian man stabbed
two German women to
death and wounded two |

hotel and then swam to a

neighboring beach to attack at least
two more people at the Sunny Days El
Palacio resort before he was arrested.
The motive for his attack was not
immediately known.

The Egyptian Interior Ministry
said that the wounded tourists were
rushed to a local hospital. The security
manager at the El Palacio hotel told
Reuters that two of them are Arme-
nians.

Armenia’s Foreign Ministry con-
firmed that, citing information received
from the Armenian Embassy in Cairo.
“The Embassy has contacted the in-
jured Armenian citizens,” it said on its
Twitter page. “Their life is not in dan-
ger. Medical aid is provided.”

Sea-Divers

YErs.com

The ministry spokesman, Tigran
Balayan, tweeted separately that “the
attacker was neutralized with the help
of our wounded citizen.”

The stabbings came hours after
five Egyptian police officers were
shot to death in Cairo's twin city of
Giza. Twenty-three Egyptian troops
were killed in Egypt’s Sinai peninsula
a week ago, in an assault claimed by
the so-called Islamic State militant
group.

The Foreign Ministry in Yerevan
urged Armenians to refrain from trips
to Egypt following the October 2015
bombing of a Russian plane over the
Sinai. The ministry repeated the warn-
ing in January 2016.
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Swedish MPs File Lawsuit Against Turkey’s
Erdogan Accusing Him of Genocide

STOCKHOLM -- Five Swedish
lawmakers have filed a legal complaint
accusing Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan of genocide, crimes
against humanity and war crimes in
Turkey's mainly Kurdish southeast,
AFP reported on Monday.

The lawsuit to the country’s pros-
ecutor against Erdogan highlighting
his role in the bloody conflict between
Turkish forces and Kurdish militants
since 2015.

According to the lawmakers,
Erdogan may face an arrest warrant in
Sweden if local prosecutors decide to
launch an investigation. Carl Schlyter,
one of the lawmakers who filed the
complaint, said he hoped his counter-
parts in other European countries would
follow suit. "If (Erdogan) is hindered
from roaming around in Europe and
influencing European countries the way
he wants, then I hope that this will
affect his politics," AFP quoted him as
saying.

This is the first case in Sweden
when an attempt is made to hold the
leader of another country accountable.
The complaint also names Prime Min-
ister Binali Yildirim and several other
Turkish ministers. It the complaint is
pursued, it could be considered as an
arrest warrant issued against Erdogan.

A law has passed in Sweden in
2014 according to which the Swedish
courts can preside over any case in-

volving crimes against humanity re-
gardless of where the crime has been
committed. The law specifies that "any-
one, who in order to completely or
partially destroy a national or ethnic
group of people" kills, causes serious
pain or injury is "guilty of genocide.

Several Turkish ministers have
recently been barred from attending
political events in Europe amid strains
ties between the EU and Ankara. Also
on Monday, Austria blocked a minister
from visiting an event marking the
anniversary of last year's failed coup.
Earlier this year, the Netherlands made
a similar move when it rejected minis-
ters seeking to address Turks living in
Europe ahead of a vote on constitu-
tional changes in Turkey.

US House Adopts Trott Amendment
on Gun Sale to Turkey

WASHINGTON, D.C. - As part
of H.R. 2810, the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year2018,
Armenian Caucus Co-Chair Represen-
tative Dave Trott's (R-MI) amend-
ment on a proposed gun sale to Turkey
was adopted as part of the overall bill,
reported the Armenian Assembly of
America. The amendment stated: "It is
the sense of Congress that the pro-
posed sale of semiautomatic handguns
for export to Turkey should remain
under scrutiny until a satisfactory and
appropriate resolution is reached," in
light of the Turkish security guards
attack against peaceful protesters in
our nation's capital.

"Over the past few months, we've
seen our NATO allies take extraordi-
nary steps against Turkey, and it's
time for the State Department to do the
same. We need to block this arms sale
and once and for all point a finger in
Erdogan's chest and tell him that a
strategic location does not place Tur-
key above the law," Rep. Trott said.
"Just two months ago, Erdogan's
henchmen, with him complacently
observing just feet away, launched a
brutal attack on peaceful protestors
exercising their firstamendment rights.
A notorious oppressor of basic human
rights and freedom, Erdogan imported
his nefarious attitudes to our nation's
capital. While Erdogan's thugs may
run unchecked in Ankara, this is the
United States of America and this is
totally unacceptable," he added.

Rep. Trott's amendment to H.R.
2810 highlighted concerns that "the
security force that participated in this

violence may be the recipient of arms
exported from the United States under
a proposed deal." The amendment
builds on the unanimous passage last
month of H. Res. 354, which con-
demned the violence that took place
outside the Turkish Ambassador's resi-
dence on May 16 and called on the
perpetrators to be brought to justice
under U.S. law.

In addition to his amendment,
Rep. Trott spearheaded a bi-partisan
letter last month with 36 Members of
Congress to Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson opposing an anticipated gun
sale to Turkey. "We can no longer
enable Turkey to compromise our
democratic values, and this proposed
arms sale is nothing short of an en-
dorsement of the actions of President
Erdogan's security force. As such, we
strongly urge you to reject this pro-
posed sale and any potential weapons
transfer to President Erdogan's secu-
rity detail," the letter stated.
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Georges Kepenekian Elected Mayor of Lyon

LYON — The city council of the
French city of Lyon has elected 67-
year-old ethnic Armenian Georges
Kepenekian as the 35th mayor of the
city during the July 17 session, Le
Figaro reports.

His candidacy was proposed by
former Mayor of Lyon Gerard
Collomb. “I leave this post to you with
strong emotions”, Collomb said who is
still a member of the city council. 49
out of 70 members of the city council
have voted in favor of Georges
Kepenekian.

Prior to his election as Mayor,
Kepenekian held the title of First Deputy

Mayor of Lyon on cultural affairs. He
will remain in office until 2020.

68 year old Kepenekian, the son
of Armenian emigrants, is a surgeon-
urologist. Kepenekian first achieved
success in the profession and then
started to actively promote the idea of
introducing culture to hospitals in
Lyon. He embodied his ideas in the
Hospital Center Saint-Joseph Saint-
Luc, where he has been Director of
Strategic Development since 2005.

In addition, he is actively en-
gaged in promoting recognition of the
Armenian Genocide and is an adminis-
trator in the Bullukian Foundation

Diplomatic Cables Show Illegitimate
Attempts of Azeri Ambassador in Bulgaria
Against Armenian Community

SOFIA  (Armenpress) --
Azerbaijan’s Ambassador to Bulgaria
Nargiz Gurbanova is interfering in the
country’s domestic affairs in an at-
tempt to impede the legitimate activi-
ties of organizations.

The Ambassador had addressed
Bulgaria’s minister of economy in or-
der to obstacle the organization of an
event by AGBU (Armenian General
Benevolent Union) Bulgaria branch.
The Ambassador’s move greatly sur-
prised and even confused the Bulgar-
ian officials because this was an ap-
parent interference in the country’s
domestic affairs: AGBU is engaged in
legal activities and its members are
Bulgarian citizens.

Quite interesting details have
emerged as Armenpress carried out an
investigation of the documents con-
taining diplomatic cables, which were
published by Anonymous Bulgaria.

In another cable from the Am-
bassador to her superiors in the for-
eign ministry in Baku, Gurbanova no-
tified that at a May 17, 2017 meeting
with Bulgaria’s minister of economy
Emil Karanikolov she had mentioned
the AGBU Bulgaria branch is organiz-
ing the “Glance at Karabakh — history
and photos” event on June 20, at 17:30
in the Armenian Public House in Sofia.
The Ambassador had expressed dis-
content from the fact that the event
would also be attended, among others,
by Bulgarian citizen Haik Garabedian,
the president of AGBU’s Plovdiv Youth
Organization, who had visited Artsakh.

“During the event Haik Garabedian
will share his impressions from the
trip to Karabakh. We draw your atten-
tion to the fact that Garabedian is a
member of the national and integra-
tion affairs council of Plovdiv’s
governor’s office”, the Azeri Ambas-

sador told the Bulgarian minister.

Gurbanovarequested the Bulgar-
ian economy minister to mediate in
order for the government to cancel the
event.

The minister listened to what the
Azeri Ambassador had to say, and by
not giving any specific stance — prom-
ised to study the situation and take
action (the Azerbaijani Ambassador’s
strife to limit and hinder the activities
of Bulgaria’s Armenians through ille-
gitimate actions and apparent human
rights violations once again gave no
results).

Seemingly the Azerbaijani Am-
bassador has lost touch with reality to
such extent that she is requesting the
Bulgarian government to limit the law-
ful activities of their own citizens. Has
the high-ranking Azeri diplomat for-
gotten that a diplomatic representation
isnot entitled to interfere in the domes-
tic affairs of the hosting country?

The Armenian Community of
Bulgaria has a very long history, it is
comprised from both the traditional
Armenian Diaspora (Armenians who
settled there before the Genocide as
well as result of it), and Armenians
who have re-located to the country
from Armenia.

Russian-Armenian Investors

Continued from page 1

coming years since he was appointed
as prime minister in September. The
former business executive, who lived
and worked in Russia from 2011-
2016, has said that at least $830
million of the sum will be invested in
2017.

The Russian-Armenian business-
men voiced strong support for the 53-
year-old premier’s ambitious reform

agenda when he paid an official visit to
Moscow in January. Samvel Karapetian
reaffirmed that backing at the official
launch of the ICA in March.

In addition to his extensive busi-
ness interests in Russia, the tycoon
owns Armenia’s national electric util-
ity, largest thermal power plant, and a
shopping mall in Yerevan. His Tashir
Group is due to open another sprawl-
ing trade center in the Armenian capital
in September.
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Turkish Filmmaker Serdar Onal’s Documentary

“Mother Derdo and the Walnut”

irl_«.e thexSyrian refugees?

YEREVAN (Panorama.am) --
“Mother Derdo and the Walnut Tree”
directed by Turkish filmmaker Serdar
Onal is included in the Documentary
Competition section of the 14th Golden
Apricot Yerevan International Film
Festival. The film won Golden Tulip
Award during the 2017 Istanbul Film
Festival.

The film unfolds the story of
mother Derdo, a 70-year-old Arme-
nian woman, who lives in Istanbul and
Bitlis together with her children and
grandchildren.

“When I visited Istanbul to shoot
a film, I met with Derdo’s grand-
daughter Mari, who told me this story.
I was surprised to find out that there
are Armenians still living in the eastern
Turkey, who have a story to tell,”
Serdar Onal told the reporters on
Wednesday at a news conference in
Yerevan, Armenia.

The director met with mother
Derdo and talked to her for more than
three hours.

The film has been shot in Bitlis,
Yerevan and Echmiadzin.

Asked what purpose does the
film pursue, the Turkish director said:
“This tells the story of an Armenian
woman, meantime presenting the live
of a mother and a woman.”

The filmmaker also added that
he has come across numerous inter-
esting stories about Armenians and
Greeks, which may turn into films in

the future.

About the film

Derdo Anaisa 70 yearold Arme-
nian woman who lives in Istanbul and
Bitlis with her children and grandchil-
dren. She was born in a village in the
province of Bitlis, in the East of Tur-
key (an important Armenian city dur-
ing the Ottoman Empire). Derdo's sib-
lings and even her father converted to
Islam to after 1915, but Derdo resisted
to remain as Christian. When Mother
Derdo was staying with her husband
and 8 children in Bitlis, living on agri-
culture and stock breeding, her family
was continuously harassed and threat-
ened by the village headmen. One day,
her husband was murdered in the vil-
lage while she was away working in
the fields with her children. Nonethe-
less, Derdo Ana and her children kept
to be threatened even after her
husband's death, and was thus forced
to run away with her children: they all
came to Istanbul in 1976, spending
their first years living in very difficult
conditions. Mother Derdo sued the
village headmen in order to get back
their stolen fields: after 9 years she
won her case and she returned to her
home in the village. Today, even after
all these sufferings and incidents, Derdo
can't give up going to her village: every
summer, she goes there just for two
months, picks up the walnuts from the
little piece of land that is left to her, and
then comes back to Istanbul.

Sale of Weapons to Azerbaijan

Continued frompage 1

According to the President,
“compulsion is not always the best
option, that’s why the Co-Chairs opt
for persuasion rather than harsh com-
pulsion.”

President Sarkisian reiterated
Armenia’s demand to create an inves-
tigation mechanism at the line of con-
tact — a measure that had been agreed
at Vienna and St. Petersburg summits.

“It’s not only meant to reveal the
party violating the ceasefire, but also
investigate which officer or which
soldier violated the ceasefire regime,”
the President said.

Serzh Sarkisian added that the
mechanism has not been implemented
for the simple reason that Baku stands
against it. “The refusal clearly indi-
cates that they are the author of ten-
sion.”

The President said “there has
been no change in Armenia’s prin-
cipled stance after the four-day war in
April2016.” He voiced confidence that

there has not been any change in
Azerbaijan’s position, either.”

“The April war simply showed
that Azerbaijan refuses solving the con-
flict on the basis of Madrid Principles,”
he said.

As for concessions, the Presi-
dent said “we have never spoken about
any concessions over the past twenty
years. We have always spoken and
keep insisting on the resolution of the
issue on the basis of mutual conces-
sions.”

President Sarkisian is confident
that “the Armenian side will never
think about easing the situation through
unilateral concessions even if the settle-
ment of the conflict drags out for
another 20 years.”

He said the targets of the Arme-
nian side are obvious — realization of
the Nagorno Karabakh Republic
people’s right to self-determination,
land border between Nagorno
Karabakh and Armenia, reliable secu-
rity guarantees for the Nagorno
Karabakh Republic.
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AGBU Western District to Host Annual Gala
on Saturday, September 9, 2017

The AGBU Western District will
host its annual Gala, on Saturday, Sep-
tember 9, 2017, at Universal Studios
Hollywood’s Globe Theatre, and is
proud to announce Mrs. Bennette
Turpanjian as the chairperson for the
Gala 2017 Committee.

Mrs. Turpanjian’s involvement
with AGBU Western District stems
back several decades when she joined
the Pasadena-Glendale Chapter volley-
ball team. Incidentally, it was at one of
the Chapter’s volleyball tournaments
where she met her husband Paul, who
was playing on the men’s team.
Bennette’s entire family also has along
history with AGBU. The TF Educa-
tional Foundation, a philanthropic or-
ganization founded and headed by her
father-in-law, Mr. Jerry Turpanjian,
has for many years continuously spon-
sored AGBU programs worldwide.

Mrs. Turpanjian’s background
includes over twenty years’ experi-
ence in sales and marketing, as well as
in the field of academia, where she
served as guest lecturer in American
Literature. She earned her under-
graduate and graduate degrees in En-
glish, with an emphasis on ethnic
American literature. Bennette col-
laborated with her husband, Paul
Turpanjian, executive producer of the
film, Crows of the Desert, a docu-
mentary based on the memoirs of Mr.
Levon Yotnakhparian, a Genocide sur-
vivor, by assisting with the script,
editing, translations, research and
footnoting. The film reveals the im-
portant role the AGBU played in as-
sisting Genocide survivors scattered
throughout the Trans-Jordan region.

AGBU Western District held the
first exclusive screening of the docu-
mentary in October 2016, paving the
way for the film’s success in garner-

ing multiple awards at film festivals
throughout the United States. The film
continues to be screened at various
locations including a screening sched-
uled to take place in Toronto’s AGBU
center in the upcoming months. Crows
of the Desert is also an official selec-
tion of the 2017 Golden Apricot Inter-
national Film Festival held in Yerevan,
Armenia.

“AGBU has been an integral part
our family’s life, so it was a great
pleasure to be asked to serve as the
2017 Gala chair. I am honored and
humbled to be working alongside such
talented committee members,” stated
Mrs. Turpanjian.

With little over two months left,
Bennette Turpanjian and the 2017 Gala
Committee are hard at work to bring
guests a memorable experience for
this year’s event.

The Western District’s 2017 Gala
will take place at Universal Studios
Hollywood’s Globe Theatre on Satur-
day, September 9, 2017, 7 o’clock in
the evening. For more information on
the Gala and to purchase tickets, please
contact the AGBU’s Western District
office at 626-794-7942 or email
gala@agbuca.org .

Ani Batikian in Concert at London’s
Cadogan Hall

On Thursday 29th June 2017,
the talented and award-winning Arme-
nian violinist Ani Batikian performed in
a concert with the London Phoenix
Orchestra, conducted by Lev Parikian
at the prestigious venue of Cadogan
Hall near London’s Sloane Square.

Themed as “The Art and Folk
Music of Eastern Europe”, the evening
consisted of pieces selected to convey
how folk dances and art inspire a
composer’s music. The works in-
cluded the “Little Suite” by Polish com-
poser Witold Lutoslawski, based on
dances from the south of Poland, fol-
lowed by Aram Khachaturian’s Violin
Concerto in D Minor, which uses the-
matic elements from Armenian folk
melodies, and Modest Mussorgsky’s
orchestral arrangement of “Pictures at
an Exhibition”. The concert also in-
cluded the world premiére of a com-
missioned orchestral piece with violin
solo written by Ani Batikian’s com-
poser husband, Roland Roberts, in-
spired by marine painter Hovhaness
Aivazovsky’s most famous painting
“The Ninth Wave”. It was dedicated to
the 200th anniversary of the artist’s
birth being celebrated this year.

Batikian’s performance of
Khachaturian’s violin concerto was

inspiring and flawless, showcasing
her remarkable skill and art as a vio-
linist. Throughout Khachaturian’s
concerto, Ani was able to hold the
audience’s attention, enthralling them
with her enchanting performance and
captivating with the sweet sound of
the Montagnana violin, worth almost
£900,000 and lent by Ingles & Hayday.
Roland Roberts’ composition, in the
Russian Romantic style with Arme-
nian elements, beautifully conveyed
the story of Aivazovsky’s painting,
taking the listener on a journey from
the calm before the storm to a dy-
namic crescendo as the sailors face
the battering waves. The symphonic
orchestra powerfully displayed a pal-
ette of colours and possibilities along-
side the expressive beauty of a solo
violin. Aivazovsky’s most famous
painting now has a dedicated composi-
tion to accompany it. The audience was
enraptured by the piece with the com-
poser taking stage beside his wife at the
end. The musicians of the London Phoe-
nix Orchestra, founded in 1924, played
with much passion and skill under
Parikian’s guidance as conductor.

The event was sponsored and co-
organised by the Tekeyan Cultural
Association of London.
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Jirayr Zorthian’s Controversial Art Piece
Unveiled after 62 Years

GLENDALE—-Kutahya-born, late
artist Jirayr Zorthian’s The Divorce-
ment, a controversial art piece that had
been confined to a shipping crate since
1955, was finally unveiled to a packed
gallery of enthusiastic attendees on
July 14, 2017 at Roslin Art Gallery.
This historic event continued the fol-
lowing day with a heartfelt panel dis-
cussing the stories, legends, artistic
significance, and family history be-
hind the piece with daughter Seyburn
Zorthian, former Smithsonian associ-
ate Paul Karlstrom, artist Patricia
Ferber, and moderator Tom Coston of
the Light Bringer Project of Pasadena.

The Divorcement was created
by Los Angeles-area artist Jirayr
Zorthian in 1954 as a response to the
difficult divorce procedure he experi-
enced with his wife, Betty Williams, of
a prominent New Orleans family. The
massive (77 x 101), emotionally
charged piece expresses hisrage aimed
towards Betty, depicted as under the
control of her monster money-eating
mother, with her three children in
chains. Although grim in subject, the
piece is an explosion of colors, incor-
porating photographs, text, jewelry,
and animal hair. The divorce was a
sensation, as it was the first time in
California history where a man re-
ceived alimony from his ex-wife. The
painting was so controversial that it
was settled that Jirayr was not at
liberty to show it while they were alive
for the sake of the family.

“If you lived with my father as a
wife, he was the center of the world,”
said daughter Seyburn Zorthian. “My
mother had to circle around and support
that. She put up with his incredible
temper and abuse for 12 years. My
father was furious that she wanted to
divorce. It was hard to accept that he
had any part to do with this. I think of it
as an angry painting but it’s also amaz-
ingly beautiful, composed and exciting.”

Artist Patricia Ferber, who has
known the family since her teens,
perceived the painting more as sor-
rowful. “His father had just died. You
lose your parent. You come back and

you find that your wife is divorcing
you. There is the symbology.” Jirayr
has portrayed himselfin the painting as
a raw, disembodied figure with his
brain exposed.

“The main point is that there is no
singular truth in that painting,” said
Paul Karlstrom, who had written a
cover story about Jirayr Zorthian in
2014 inthe LA Weekly titled, The Last
Bohemian. “My work is to produce
material to help documentaries about
artists. I’ve seen a lot of them. And
this is one of the best I’ve ever seen.
But to take it as the truth, is sort of
embracing and accepting an idealiza-
tion or reification of what freedom is.”

Moderator Tom Coston told
Seyburn, “If the painting, were it to
have gone public, would have greatly
humiliated your mother, in Pasadena
society, and I can’t image that that
would not have been his objective.”

During the early 1950s, Betty
Williams had befriended the then bud-
ding author of Dianetics, L. Ron
Hubbard. In a letter Jirayr had written
to his key model, Jennifer Fabos dur-
ing the 90s, he described his encounter
with L. Ron Hubbard, whom Betty had
asked to visit the ranch to convince
Jirayr not to show the piece. However,
according to Fabos, once Hubbard
saw the piece, “he stood in front of it
for an hour, just staring at the painting.
And then, when he finally spoke, after
studying it for so long, he turned and
told Jirayr that he didn’t need any type
of counseling. That he had saved him-
self thousands of dollars in psycho-
analysis. It’s true. If you come up
close, you could see all the stuff he put
into it telling of his great suffering and
agony.”

The last time the painting had
been exposed was in 1955 at the 15th
Annual Society for Contemporary
American Art group show along with
artists such as Jackson Pollock at The
Art Institute of Chicago.

The Divorcement will remain on
exhibit along with other works by the
artist until July 28th at 415 E. Broad-
way, Glendale, CA.
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ST. GREGORY ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH PASADENA

Ed Bilezikjian - Clarinet
Antranig Kzirian - Oud & Harry Bogosian - Dumbegs

Plus DJ spinning the top dance hits!

-

- 1

-b"

o

L [

Saturday, August 12, 7:30 P.M.

At Saint Gregory “Geragos Hall” 2215 E. Colorado Bivd., Pasadena CA 91107

For tickets call:
Vera [Church Office]: 626-449-1523
Vahe: 562-715-8730

Donation: $45
Includes Full Armenian Dinner!
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SEPTEMBER 9 2017

OUTDOOR
COCKTAIL RECEPTION
7PM

DINNER
8PM

UNIVERSAL STUDIOS
HOLLYWOOD

THE GLOBE THEATRE

100 UNIVERSAL CITY PLAZA
UNIVERSAL CITY, CA 91608
(FRANKENSTEIN PARKING LOT)

FOR TICKETS CALL 626-794-7942
OR EMAIL GALA@AGBUCA.ORG

GENERAL
ADMISSION $250

PROFESSIONALS $125
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