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Israeli Suicide-Drone Maker Carried out Live
Attack on Armenian Forces in Karabakh

JERUSALEM
— The Israeli De-
fense Ministry is|. .
checking reports | %8
that Aeronautics
Defense Systems
firm had been asked
by Azerbaijan to
carry out alive dem-
onstration of an
armed unmanned
aerial vehicle against

an Armenian military
position.

The Israeli daily Maariv reported
on Sunday that a team belonging to the
Israeli defense company travelled to
Azerbaijan over amonth ago to finalize
a contract for the sale of its Orbiter 1K
unmanned aircraft — UAV capable of
carrying special explosive payload.

Citing a formal complaint lodged
with the ministry, the paper reported
that two Israeli drone operators re-
buffed Azerbaijani officials’ demand
to demonstrate the use of the deadly
drone by hitting the Armenian position
in an undisclosed area with it. But
other, more senior representatives of
the company agreed to launch the deadly
craft towards the target, the paper
said.

One of'the operators subsequently
resigned from the company in protest,
while the other plans to follow suit
soon, according to “Maariv.”

The Defense Ministry said that
while “as a rule, the Defense Ministry
does not make it a practice to comment
on issues involving military exports
the claim is being examined by the
relevant parties at the ministry.”

Aeronautics Defense Systems for
their part strongly denied that the event
ever occurred telling The Jerusalem
Post that “Aeronautics never performs
demonstrations using live fire and that
was true in this case as well” and that
the operation of the craft is carried out
by the purchaser and whatever occurs
is the purchaser’s responsibility.

According to Nagorno-Karabakh
Defense Army, the Azerbaijani military
most recently attacked its frontline
positions with a suicide drone on July
7. Colonel Armen Gyozalian, the com-
mander of an army unit stationed in
northeastern Karabakh, told the “Hay
Zinvor” newspaper earlier this month
that two of his soldiers were lightly
wounded in the incident. No Armenian
military hardware was damaged in that
drone attack, he said.

The Azerbaijani army heavily used
similar suicide drones manufactured
by another Israeli company, Israel
Aerospace Industries, during the April
2016 hostilities in Karabakh, which
left at least 190 soldiers from both

Continued onpage3

Garo Paylan: Turkey Returns to Its Old State
Regarding Armenian Issue

ISTANBUL -- Garo Paylan,
Istanbul Armenian MP of the opposi-
tion pro-Kurdish People’s Democratic
Party (HDP) reflected on the Turkish
authorities’ policy toward the Arme-
nian and Kurdish issues.

Paylan stated that in recent times,
Turkish authorities are making the
curtailing of freedom of speech enter
also the country’s parliament, as he
recalled that sincere discussions on
Armenian and Kurdish issues will from
now on be banned in parliament, ac-
cording to Cumhuriyet (Republic) daily
of Turkey.

“Just as the average citizens are
forbidden to talk freely, the same is
going to be done to the Parliament
members. Turkey is returning to the
former state in the Armenian and
Kurdish issue, when these issues were
a taboo [in the country],” said the
Armenian member of the Turkish par-
liament. “All this is done by the hands
of the ruling Justice and Development

Party [(AKP)].”

Pursuant to recent amendments
to internal regulations of the parlia-
ment of Turkey, the MPs of the coun-
try will from now on be penalized for
saying “Armenian Genocide” and
“Kurdistan.”

More Corruption Charges Brought Against
Armenian Judge

YEREVAN -- An Armenian law-
enforcement agency has brought more
charges of corruption against a senior
judge who was arrested two months
ago, it emerged on Tuesday

State prosecutors said in early
June that Aghvan Petrosian, the
chairman of a court in Armenia’s
Gegharkunik province, was paid
$23,000 to give a suspended prison
sentence to a young man prosecuted
for a 2014 violent assault. The le-
nient sentence was subsequently
struck down by the Court of Appeals
in Yerevan and sent back to the
Gegharkunik court.

The 45-year-old Petrosian and
another judge, Vanik Vartanian, were
also charged in June with accepting
$2,500 in exchange for an “illegal ver-
dict” in a property dispute involving
Gegharkunik residents. The ruling was
handed down by Vartanian. Both judges
were taken into custody.

The Special Investigative Ser-

vice (SIS), which is conducting the
corruption probe, now claims that
Petrosian was also paid another kick-
back worth $30,000.

Petrosian’s lawyer, Armen
Melkonian, told RFE/RL’s Armenian
service (Azatutyun.am) that his client
is denying the bribery charges and
refusing to cooperate with SIS inves-
tigators. He declined to comment fur-
ther.

Vartanian, the other arrested
judge, has also denied any wrongdo-
ing. “We believe that the criminal case
was opened without legal grounds,”
said his lawyer, Ruben Hakobian.

At least two other Armenian
judges have been prosecuted on simi-
lar charges recently. One of them,
Ishkhan Barseghian, was allegedly
caught red-handed in October while
being paid $1,000 by a citizen.
Barseghian, who served in a district

Continued on page3

Syrian Democratic Forces Rescue 2 Armenian
Families from ISIS Terrorists in Raqqa

RAQQA (ARA News) -- The
Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF) on Tuesday saved seven Chris-
tians from ISIS militants in Raqqa
province.

The SDF-linked Syriac Military
Council (MFS) said on Tuesday that
the rescued civilians were from Syriac
and Armenian origins, adding that they
are originally from Raqqa city in north-
eastern Syria.

“Our forces have saved two Ar-
menian families today,” said Mustafa
Bali, Director of the Information Of-
fice of the SDF.

Saws Karabidian, a Christian
woman who was among those res-
cued by the SDF, said: “They [ISIS]
forced us to wear the headscarf and
allowed us toreveal our faces to distin-
guish us from Muslims. We had to hide
our faces to avoid insults.”

“We were forced to pay tribute
by hand and we were humiliated and

insulted, what a homeland that makes
you pay an additional tax because you
are different,” Karadij Karadjian, an-
other Christian civilian who was res-
cued on Tuesday, told SDF fighters.
“Today is a new birth for us.”

A small number of Christians
lives in Raqqa city, however the ma-
jority of them fled when ISIS took
over the city and moved to the Kurdish-
held Hasakah province.

Over 200 fighters of the Syriac
Military Council (MFS) now fight
alongside other SDF factions in West-
ern Raqqga to liberate the city from
ISIS.

“Daesh [ISIS] are using civilians
as human shields inside the city,” MFS
fighter Alexi Chamoun told ARA News.

“Some civilians are fleeing and
surrendering themselves to us, with
them children and women. Daesh is
known for it’s brutal actions and be-
havior,” he added.
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China Building New Embassy Complex

YEREVAN -- China officially
launched the construction of a new
and much bigger building for its em-
bassy in Armenia on Wednesday in
what a senior Chinese diplomat de-
scribed as another sign of deepening
relations between the two nations.

Armenian Foreign Minister Ed-
ward Nalbandian, Yerevan’s Mayor
Taron Markarian and China’s visiting
Assistant Foreign Minister Li Huilai
broke ground on the site of the 40,000-
square-meter embassy compound that
should be completed by the end of
2019. Officials said that it will be the
second largest Chinese diplomatic mis-
sion in the former Soviet Union.

“Thisis a greatand joyful event,”
the Chinese ambassador in Yerevan,
Tian Erlong, told reporters at the
ground-breaking ceremony. “The Chi-
nese Embassy in Armenia will have a
new building in Armenia.”

“China will be better represented
in this country. This is logical because
the scale and nature of our cooperation
are rapidly developing, and this obvi-
ously requires more efforts, more hu-
man resources and, therefore, a larger
building,” he said.

Meeting with Nalbandian earlier
in the day, Li reportedly said Beijing
would like to “further deepen the dy-
namically deepening partnership with
Armenia.” “The unprecedentedly high-
level relationship and friendship be-
tween China and Armenia are based on
sincerity and mutual respect,” the Ar-
menian Foreign Ministry quoted him

In Armenia

=\

as saying.

According to a ministry state-
ment, Nalbandian told Li that close
relations with China are one of
Yerevan’s foreign policy priorities.

The statement added that the two
men discussed efforts to boost bilat-
eral commerce and the situation in the
region. Nalbandian was reported to
praise China’s “balanced position” on
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

Chinese President Xi Jinping and
his Armenian counterpart Serzh
Sarkisian agreed to deepen ties be-
tween their nations when then they
met in Beijing in 2015. In a joint state-
ment, they noted “mutual understand-
ing on issues relating to pivotal inter-
ests and concerns of the two coun-
tries.”

According to Armenian govern-
ment data, Chinese-Armenian trade rose
by 35 percent to $243 million in the
first half of this year, making China
Armenia’s third largest trading partner
after Russia and the European Union.

China also seems interested in
stepping up military cooperation with
Armenia. A top Chinese military offi-
cial, Rear Admiral Guan Youfei, vis-
ited Yerevan in April, holding talks
with Defense Minister Vigen Sargsian
and the chief of the Armenian army’s
General Staff, General Movses
Hakobian. The Armenian Defense Min-
istry said they reached “agreements on
expanding cooperation and implement-
ing a number of mutually beneficial
projects in the area of defense.”

Russian Plane Joins Firefighting Efforts
In Armenia

A Russian firefighting plane
dropped on Tuesday more than 200
tons of water on a nature reserve in
Armenia engulfed by one of the
country’s worst wildfires in decades.

The Russian government dis-
patched the Ilyushin-72 heavy aircraft
at the request of Armenian authorities
struggling to contain the blaze that
broke out in the Khosrov Forest State
Reserve on Saturday.

The special plane capable of car-
rying 42 tons of water at a time carried
out six flights from an airbase in
Yerevan to the mountainous area south-
east of the Armenian capital through-
out the day. The Armenian Ministry of
Emergency Situations said the water
dropped by it had a “considerable”
impact on its continuing efforts to
contain the fire. It said the aerial
firefighting operation will resume on

Wednesday morning.

As the Russian plane flew over
burning trees, bushes and other veg-
etation dozens of Armenian
firefighters, joined by over a hundred
army soldiers and 55 forestry work-
ers, waited on the ground for the
resumption of their firefighting ef-
forts.

The Khosrov reserve encom-
passesroughly 25,000 hectares of land,
around 9,000 of which is covered with
forests originally planted by a 4th cen-
tury Armenian king, Khosrov III. Of-
ficials said on Tuesday that the fire has
already destroyed about 400 hectares
of woodland.

The Khosrov reserve is also a
major wild animal sanctuary. Ghazarian
insisted that brown bears, wild boars,
foxes, vultures and hundreds of other
species inhabiting the areanot in danger.
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Turkey's Erdogan Accuses Germany of
Abetting Terrorists

ANKARA (Reuters) - Turkish
President Tayyip Erdogan accused Ger-
many on Monday of assisting terrorists
by not responding to thousands of files
sent to Berlin or handing over suspects
wanted by Turkish authorities.

"Germany is abetting terrorists,"
Erdogan told a conference in the Black
Sea province of Rize, in comments
likely to further escalate tensions be-
tween the two countries.

"We gave (German Chancellor
Angela) Merkel 4,500 dossiers, but
have not received an answer on a
single one of them," he told members
of his ruling AK Party.

"When there is a terrorist, they
can tell us to give that person back.
You won't send the ones you have to
us, but can ask us for yours. So you
have a judiciary, but we don't in Tur-
key?" he said.

In Berlin, a German government
source rejected Erdogan's latest re-
marks.

"Everything has really been said

about this," said the source. "Repeat-
ing the same accusations over and
over again does not make them any
more true."

Already tense relations deterio-
rated further last month after Turkey
arrested 10 rights activists, including a
German, as part of a wider security
crackdown.

A Turkish prosecutor has ac-
cused them of links to the network of
Muslim cleric Fethullah Gulen, whom
Ankara blames for a failed coup in July
2016. The U.S.-based Gulen denies
any involvement.

Turkey accuses Germany of shel-
tering Kurdish and far-leftist militants
as well as military officers and other
people linked to the abortive coup.
Berlin denies the accusations.

Tensions between Berlin and
Ankara were already running high af-
ter the arrest of a Turkish-German
journalist and Turkey's refusal to al-
low German lawmakers to visit troops
at a Turkish air base.

Armenian, Iranian Presidents Meet In Tehran

TEHRAN (RFE/RL) -- Iranian
President Hassan Rouhani has reaf-
firmed his commitment to closer ties
with Armenia when he met with his
visiting Armenian counterpart Serzh
Sarkisian on Sunday the day after be-
ing sworn in for a second term.

Sarkisian was among foreign dig-
nitaries, including the European Union’s
foreign policy chief Federica
Mogherini, who attended the inaugu-
ration ceremony held in the Iranian
parliament. He praised Armenia’s “spe-
cial relationship” with Iran in a news-
paper interview published ahead of his
latest trip to Tehran.

Official Armenian and Iranian
sources said the two presidents dis-
cussed Armenian-Iranian economic
cooperation, the unresolved Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict and broader regional
security.

According to official Iranian
news agency IRNA, Rouhani spoke of
“many commonalities” between the
Islamic Republic and its Christian
neighbor. He referred to bilateral eco-
nomic ties, singling out the energy,
transport and tourism sectors.

A statement by Sarkisian’s press
office said the two leaders discussed
joint multimillion-dollar projects
planned or already implemented in these
areas. Those include the ongoing con-
struction of a new power transmission
line which should significantly increase

Armenian electricity exports to Iran.
Supplies of Iranian natural gas to Ar-
menia will also soar as a result.

The statement said Rouhani and
Sarkisian also stressed the importance
of trilateral cooperation on energy be-
tween  their countries and
Turkmenistan. Visiting Yerevan last
December, Rouhani said Iran is ready
toserve as a transitroute for Armenia’s
plans to import gas from Turkmenistan
as well.

The two leaders further discussed
continuing negotiations between Iran
and the Russian-led Eurasian Economic
Union (EEU) on a free-trade deal
strongly supported by Armenia.
Rouhani told Sarkisian that he is look-
ing forward to the signing of the deal
“in the near future,” according to the
Armenian presidential press service.

The unresolved Karabakh con-
flict was also on the agenda, with
Rouhani saying that it can have a “solely
political” solution. “Iran highly regards
complete security around its borders,
and we hope that ... we could see a
peaceful end to the issue,” the Mehr
news agency quoted him as saying.

The Iranian leader was also re-
ported to express concern over the
possible spread of “terrorism” to the
South Caucasus following the defeat
of the so-called Islamic State in Syria
and Iraq. Regional states must be “vigi-
lant” in the face of this threat, he said.
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Armenia’s Diamond-Processing Industry
Continues to Grow

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s dia-
mond-processing industry, once a key
sector of the national economy, has
continued to grow rapidly this year
after a decade of decline that began in
the early 2000s, official statistics show.

According to the National Statis-
tical Service (NSS), Armenian firms
manufactured 90,776 carats of gem
diamonds in the first half of 2017, up
by 53.5 percent from the same period
in 2016.

Refined diamonds were Armenia’s
most important export item throughout
the 1990s, providing jobs for thousands
of people. The sector had a rough time
in the following years due to a host of
mainly external factors, including a loss
ofreliable suppliers of rough diamonds.

The onset in late 2008 of a global
financial crisis only aggravated the
slump, with Armenian diamond output
plummeting by halfin 2009 to less than
50,000 carats. The volatile sector’s
ensuing slow recovery accelerated in
2013.

The industry contracted sharply
in 2014 but returned to double-digit
growth the following year. Its com-
bined output surged by 54 percent in

2016, to 125,431 carats. The figure
was still well below the 2003 level of
almost 290,000 carats recorded by the
NSS. The country’s diamond-cutting
companies employed more than 2,000
people at the time.

The largest of those companies
belong to Western investors that sup-
ply them with mostly African rough
diamonds. The Armenian government
has long been trying to facilitate im-
ports of more uncut diamonds from
Russia, which has one of the world’s
largest deposits of the precious stone.

The Armenian Ministry for Eco-
nomic Development reported on Tues-
day that one of its senior officials,
Gagik Mkrtchian, and Armenia’s am-
bassador to Russia, Vartan Toghanian,
met with a Russian deputy finance min-
ister in Moscow this week to discuss
ways of boosting Russian diamond sup-
plies. “An agreement was reached on
taking practical steps as early as pos-
sible,” it said in a statement.

The statement cited Mkrtchian
as saying that the agreement’s imple-
mentation will contribute to continued
growth in the Armenian diamond-pro-
cessing sector. It did not elaborate.

More Corruption Charges Brought

Continued from page 1

court in Yerevan for 20 years, pleaded
not guilty when he went on trial in April.

Another judge was charged with
taking a $600 bribe in May. He worked
in the court of general jurisdiction of
the Ararat and Vayots Dzor provinces.

Corruption within Armenia’s ju-
dicial system, which has undergone
frequent structural changes over the

pasttwo decades, is widely believed to
be endemic. The country’s former
human rights ombudsman, Karen
Andreasian, highlighted the problem in
a 2013 report that accused judges of
routinely taking bribes.

The report based on confidential
interviews with lawyers, judges and
prosecutors singled out the Court of
Cassation, the highest body of criminal
justice.

Israeli Suicide-Drone Maker

Continued from page 1

sides dead. Baku had gotten hold of
them as part of multimillion-dollar de-
fense contracts signed with the Jewish
state. It was reported that Azerbaijan
had used a Harop drone made by Israel
Aerospace Industries killing seven Ar-
menian soldiers when it hit a bus they
were traveling in.

Armenian Ambassador Armen
Melkonian later delivered a formal pro-
test to Israel over the weapons and
Meretz chairwoman Zehava Gal-On
demanded that then-defense minister
Moshe Ya’alon stop the delivery of

Israeli drones to Baku until Jerusalem
receives a clear commitment that Is-
raeli weapons will not be used against
Armenia.

“Armeniaand Azerbaijan are both
friendly to Israel and it is inconceiv-
able that Israeli weapons be used in a
war between the two countries over
the Nagorno-Karabakh region,” she
wrote shortly after the incident with
the Harop UAV stressing that “it is
Israel’s obligation to ensure that weap-
ons it manufactures do not contribute
to igniting the land which is burning
anyway, and not to take part in attacks
by either side.”

Armenian Students Win 8 Medals at

YEREVAN (Panorama.am) --
The teams of the Yerevan State Uni-
versity (YSU), American University of
Armenia (AUA), and the Russian-Ar-
menian University (RAU) took part in
the Annual International Mathematics
Competition (IMC) in Blagoevgrad,
Bulgaria held from July 27 - August 6,
2017.

As the ministry of science and
educationreported in arelease, overall
331 participants from 71 universities
participated in the competition, where
the Armenian teams won two gold,
two silver, and two bronze medals.

According to the source, the
Yerevan State University was repre-
sented by 4 participants, with two of
them — Albert Gevorgyan and Vazgen
Mikayelyan, claiming gold medals,

while Avetik Karagukyan and Gevorg
Mnatsakanyan won silver medals. The
Olympiad was held both in the indi-
vidual and team competition.

In the individual competition
Albert Gevorgyan was placed the 15th,
the YSU team took the seventh place in
the team competition which is unprec-
edented result for the university.

Other Armenian students —
Artyom Kosyan of the American Uni-
versity and Hrachya Kocharyan of the
Slavonic University claimed bronze
medals.

According to the release, the Is-
raeli Nation team was declared the
winner of the Math Olympiad, fol-
lowed by teams of St. Petersburg State
University and Moscow Institute of
Physics and Technology.

Lecture Series on Reawakening of the
Armenian Identity by Mher Koubelian

You are invited to a very infor-
mative lecture series titled " Ararat Phoe-
nix Rising-Reawakening of the Arme-
nian Identity" by Mher Koubelian. Our
event will be held in 4 different cities
throughout California from August 25-
September 1, 2017.

Throughout millennia, Armenia
has been born and reborn, struck down
only to rise again from ashes. This
historic survival could be explained by
divine providence and a unique na-
tional identity. This presentation seeks
to awaken hearts and empower them
to take their rightful place, by first
exploring Armenia's God given calling
through many key elements from my-
thology, history, linguistics, genetics,
culture and etc.

Born in Beirut, Lebanon in 1984,
Mher Koubelian, a young pharmacist
who has spent most of his lifetime in
Montreal, Canada, is an individual
who holds dear his Armenian and Chris-
tian heritage, ceaselessly explores the
unique identity and calling of the Ar-
menian nation- a topic that he has
presented in his community churches,
youth groups and elsewhere. He is a
founder of "Ararat Awakening Asso-
ciation" in 2013, through which he has
participated in interesting dialogues and
conferences with Turks and Kurds in
Toronto, New Jersey, Turkey and
Armenia.

"Ararat Phoenix Rising-
Reawakening of the Armenian Iden-
tity" will be presented in:

1. Glendale on Friday, August
25that 7:30 pm at Armenian Society of
Los Angeles, 117 S. Louise St

2. Torrance-Lomita on Sunday,

August 27th at 6:30pm at South Bay
Armenian Community Center, 2222
LomitaBlvd.

3. Altadena on Thursday August
31'st at 7:30 pm at Tekeyan Cultural
Center, 1901 Allen Ave.

4. Winnetka on Friday, Septem-
ber 1'st at 7:30 pm at Organization of
Istanbul Armenian Center, 19726
Sherman Way.

The lecture series are presented
by joint efforts of Ararat Foundation,
HaiEm Org, Armenian Society of Los
Angeles, Hamazkayin Armenian Edu-
cational and Cultural Society, Mashdots
College, Nor Serount Cultural Asso-
ciation, Organization of Istanbul Ar-
menians, South Bay Armenian Com-
munity Center of Torrance-Lomita and
Tekeyan Cultural Association.

The lecture will be presented in
Armenian. The admission is free and
refreshments will be served.
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Sydney's Voice of Nor Serount
Celebrates 1,500 Live Radio Shows

SYDNEY (The Weekly Times) -
- In November 1998 news broke on
local radio station 2RRR that a huge
earthquake had devastated Armenia.
Broadcasters Toros Boyadjian and
Vatche Topouzian remember the event.
It was a hall hour news report and the
first Armenian language news broad-
cast by 2RRR," they said.

This was before the internet and
it was how many people in the local
Armenian community first heard the
news and the fate of -their families and
friends.

"We've made many news broad-
casts since but this was a broadcast
we'll never forget."

Almost thirty years later the pair
are celebrating their 1,500th broad-
cast, This is a significant milestone
and community achievement by cel-
ebrating the 1500th consecutive radio
show of the ethnic language program
broadcast in the Armenian language as
"Voice of Nor Serount", which means
Voice of the New Generation.

"Under the auspices and support
of the local Armenian Nor Serount
Cultural Society, the Armenian radio
program on RRR: is the longest run-
ning program on the station,"

Toros and Vatche broadcast the

'Voice of Nor Serount" from the
station's Henley Cottage headquarters
on Victoria Road every Sunday be-
tween 7pm and 9pm.

“Our weekly two hour pro-
gram provides a comprehensive sum-
mary of the week's news, sports
and finance updates: a health and
well-being segment, community in-
formation; live interviews with local
and international artists and guests
as well as the best Armenian music
library consisting of modern hits
and golden oldies.”

The program has interviewed
several Australian political leaders who
include Tony Abbott, Julia Gillard,
Kevin Rudd, Bob Carr, Gladys
Berejiklian and long serving Prime Min-
ister John Howard who lost the Seat of
Bennelong to Labor's Maxine McKew.

We have seen a lot of people
come and go over the past 2 years but
the "Voice of Nor Serount" Armenian
radio program has remained".

The dynamic duo estimate they
have 5,000 local listeners in an Arme-
nian community of around 10.000 lo-
cal Armenian speakers.

“We enjoy doing our program,
which is now a lot more fun with
prizes and giveaways,” they said.

Tufenkian Fine Arts Announces
Representation of Legendary Artist
Garo Antreasian

LOS ANGELES -- Tufenkian Fine
Arts has announced its representation
of Albuquerque-based artist Garo
Antreasian.

A distinguished painter and drafts-
man, Antreasian is also a pioneering
lithographer, highly respected and re-
nowned in the printmaking world. His
contributions to American art have
been well-documented and place him
alongside the great innovators of mid-
20th-century American art.

Antreasian joined June Wayne
and Clinton Adams as the founding
Technical Director at the Tamarind
Lithography Workshop in Los Angeles
in the early 1960s, and later at the
Tamarind Institute at University of
New Mexico.

Antreasian’s prolific career be-
gan under the tutelage of Will Barnet
and Stanley William Hayter. Stylisti-
cally, Antreasian’s work has evolved
from regionalist American scenes to

abstract expressionism, subsequently
to more iconic, hard-edged abstrac-
tion, and, finally, to his monumental
geometric paintings. Antreasian has
continuously pushed boundaries. He
invented the “rainbow roll” — the
continuous-toned ink process — and
was a pioneer of printing on metallic
foil and Mylar as well as embossing
and de-bossing.

Antreasian’s paintings, drawings,
and lithography prints are included in
over 60 museum collections including
LACMA, Norton Simon, Metropolitan
Museum of Art, and the Museum of
Modern Art.

In his essay titled “Garo
Antreasian: The Printer as Painter,” art
critic Peter Frank wrote, “Garo
Antreasian is one of America’s senior
artists. This appellation applies not
only because the 95-year-old, New
Mexico-based Antreasian is still hale
and active, but because he has been a
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AAMS & YSMU Meeting Leads to a Global
Health Initiative

GLENDALE — A formal meeting
between the Armenian American Medi-
cal Society (AAMS) Executive Board,
led by Raffi Tachdjian, MD, MPH and
Prof. Armen Muradyan Rector of
Mkhitar Heratsi Yerevan State Medical
University (YSMU) and Former Health
Minister of The Republic of Armenia,
was held at the Armenian Consulate in
Glendale, CA. The meeting was facili-
tated by Dr. Shant Shekherdimian Pe-
diatric surgeon at UCLA Health.

This visionary and impactful
meeting took place at the Armenian
consulate in the presence of the Deputy
General Consul of Armenia Valery
Mkrtumyan. The primary objective of
this meeting was to open a dialogue to
discuss collaboration between AAMS
and YSMU. The plan for this collabo-
ration and AAMS’s goal is to foster a
new era of communication and shar-
ing of ideas, to increase the school’s
impact both scientifically and altruisti-
cally in order to become a model sys-
tem to be exemplified by other coun-
tries and healthcare systems.

The parties reached concrete
goals to set an outline that looks to
assist, not just the students both here
in the diaspora and in Yerevan, but to
correspondingly lay the foundation to
strengthen the impact the school will
have, this collaboration will have, and
to make YSMU one of the leading
schools in the world.

The AAMS plans on fostering

this long distance relationship by grow-
ing and cultivating students, profes-
sors, faculty and a complete system
for health. The vision is to create a
self-sustaining system of healthcare to
not only serve the people but to be a
role-model for other countries and
systems worldwide. This commitment
serves to strengthen YSMU’s world
ranking, and to not only help students
succeed but to also create exchange
programs in order for the science,
knowledge and information to flow
not only from teacher to student but
through multiple channels worldwide,
consistently.

“Wehad a very productive meet-
ing with Professor Armen Muradyan.
By having these colleaguesin Yerevan
we will be able to work closely and
forge a path forward with a solid
outline and solid roles to be parti-
tioned off and to eventually come
together with a bigger picture than we
envision now that will lead to a superb
entity and union with the two parties
involved. Through this cooperative
effort we hope that today’s meeting
will define our roles within our re-
spective medical organizations and
put together this quilt of information
in order to create self-sustaining sys-
tem of healthcare. Tonight’s meeting
was an excellent start to make this
vision and to make positive and
impactful changes” said Dr. Raffi
Tachdjian.

notable presence in our country’s ar-
tistic discourse. Considered one of the
pioneers of contemporary printmaking
worldwide, Antreasian not only helped
spearhead the revival of lithography in
1960s America but did so by introduc-
ing innovative elaborations and up-
dates to the 19th-century technique.
Further, his decades of pedagogy have
bred several generations of adventur-
ous and independent-minded artists.
And, of course, Antreasian’s own ar-
tistic output has made a rich contribu-
tion.

William Peterson, an Albuquer-
que-based art critic, wrote, “Garo Z.
Antreasian belongs to a maverick gen-
eration in American art. He was born in
1922, the same year as Richard
Diebenkorn, Grace Hartigan, Beverly
Pepper, Leon Golub, Leonard Baskin,
and Jules Olitski, and just a year ahead
of Ellsworth Kelly, Sam Francis, Roy
Lichtenstein, and Larry Rivers. This is
a generation of singular artists who
occupy a difficult position in the his-
tory of 20th-century art.” Peterson

has gone on to state, “Although
Antreasian has always been a painter
of extraordinary versatility, as well as
anincisive draftsman ofbite and power,
he is best known for his contribution
to printmaking. In the 1960s and 70s,
he did as much as anyone to regenerate
and revolutionize the art of lithography
in this country, expanding its technical
range, training a new generation of
master printers, and building an im-
pressive body of brilliant and master-
ful prints that stand as a benchmark of
achievement in the medium.”

Tufenkian Fine Arts, a gallery
located in Glendale, California, is dedi-
cated to the advancement of modern
and contemporary artists. We present
and connect audiences to events and
exhibitions fostering excellence in con-
temporary fine art. Currently our gal-
lery is under renovation, with an ex-
pected opening in early August 2017.
Tufenkian Fine Arts offers art enthusi-
asts alarge variety of exhibitions, rang-
ing from lithographic artworks to mixed
media.
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