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MARONIANINSURANCE.COM
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Sibil

Renowned Armenian
Singer from Istanbul

Guest Singer from Armenia

Andre

< % Hamazkayin & Lilia Markarian Dance Group

£ & Alex Pilibos School Choir F

Vania:

October 22, 2017 Sunday 5:30pm

: @ Wilshire Ebell Theatre

~*" 4401 W 8th St. Los Angeles, CA 90005

Ticket Prices: $40 - $100

Tickets available at: www.itsMySeat.com or text:
Nurhan: (818) 486-6676 * Talin: (213) 379-6317

(818) 216-9935 * Lucy: (818) 585-3207 °© -
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Armenia-Diaspora Pan-Armenian Conference Kicks Off in Yerevan

YEREVAN -- On September 18,
the 6th Armenia-Diaspora Pan-Arme-
nian Conference kicked off at Karen
Demirtchyan Sport and Concert Com-
plex in Yerevan.

During the plenary session, RA
Minister of Diaspora Hranush Hakobyan
delivered her opening remarks, His
Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos of All
Armenians gave his blessings to the
participants of the conference. Presi-
dent of the Republic of Armenia Serzh
Sargsyan gave a speech, President of
the Artsakh Republic Bako Sahakyan

expressed his greetings to the attend-
ees, and His Holiness Aram I,
Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia
gave his blessings.

The 6th Armenia-Diaspora Pan-
Armenian Conference is being held
under the title “Mutual Trust, Unity
and Responsibility” and with the par-
ticipation of more than 1,800 repre-
sentatives. The geography has ex-
panded. There are more than 1,500
leaders and representatives of Arme-
nian structures and organizations from
71 countries around the world, Arme-

nian Members of Parliaments and min-
isters of different countries and Arme-
nians elected as representatives of lo-
cal authorities. Artsakh is represented
by a 40-member delegation, and over
400 state, political and cultural figures,
scholars and journalists are participat-
ing in the conference as representa-
tives of the Republic of Armenia. There
are large delegations from the Russian
Federation (259), the USA (213), France
(92), Lebanon (107), Syria (44), Iran
(56), Argentina (35), Canada, Turkey
and Georgia. Representatives of the
communities of Malaysia, Thailand,
Singapore, Japan, Mexico, Ethiopia,
Sudan and Myanmar are participating in
the conference for the first time.

More than 35 percent of the par-
ticipants are women, and nearly 20
percent are young people.

During the conference, two more
plenary sessions were held, as well as 16
panel sessions devoted to 4 topics. The
panel sessions devoted to the develop-
ment of Armenia’s economy, regional
challenges and the national security
agenda, the foreign policy agenda, the
elimination of the consequences of the
Armenian Genocide and the preserva-

Continued on page4

Garo Paylan Vows to
Continue Fight for
Recognition of
Armenian Genocide

YEREVAN (Armenpress) -- Only
democratic Turkey can recognize the
Armenian Genocide, Garo Paylan —
Istanbul-Armenian lawmaker of the
Turkish parliament, said during his
speech at the 6th Armenia-Diaspora
Pan-Armenian Forum in Yerevan on
September 19.

“We have a wound which is still
incurable, and we know that this
wound will be healed only in this coun-
try — in Turkey, Anatolia. Only demo-
cratic Turkey can recognize the Arme-
nian Genocide, only democratic Tur-
key can open the Armenian-Turkish
border. If Turkey doesn’t become
democratic, we can wait for decades.
Do we have a right to transfer this issue
to our future generation? No, we have no
right. We know well, and for four gen-
erations we are fighting for the injustice
faced by our grandfathers and fathers to
have a fair solution”, he said.

Garo Paylan said a great crime
took place in the Ottoman Empire 102

Continued on page4

Armenian Community Celebrates

Independence at Annual Festival

of'the 26th anniversary of the indepen-
dence of the Republic of Armenia, the
Nor Serount Cultural Association, Ar-
menian Council of America and Gaidz
Youth Organization held their annual
Armenian Independence Day Festival
at Verdugo Park.

The day-long event which fea-
tured live music by Mister X, Ara
Shahbazian and Arno Mkrtchyan, dance
performances from the Nor Serount
Dance Troupe, delicious Armenian cui-
sine and booths featuring traditional Ar-
menian crafts, rugs and artifacts, drew
thousands of spectators of all ages from
all over southern California.

Among the dignitaries in atten-
dance were Senator Anthony Portantino,
Assemblymember Laura Friedman, Glen-
dale Mayor Vartan Gharpetian, Glendale
City Councilmembers Vrej Aghajanian

and Paula Devine, Glendale School Board
Member Jennifer Freemon, Los Angeles
Community College Board Member Scott
Svonkin, representing the office of Con-
gressman Adam Schiff Mary Hova-
gimian, Anna Mouradian representing
LA County Supervisor Kathryn Barger
and Christine Jerian representing LA
City Councilwoman Monica Rodriguez.
“It was fantastic to see so many
new faces at the festival this year,”
said Mr. Harut Der-Tavitian “Every
year we try to feature new and inter-
esting booths displaying Armenian art
and culture, many attendees including
non-Armenian expressed to me how
impressed they were with the event.
We are looking forward to continuing
this event so that more and more people
can be educated about the Armenian
culture in our growing and diverse
multicultural community.”

“Azerbaijani Laundromat” Scandal:
Former CNN Employee Received
$2.6 million From Azerbaijan

BAKU -- The Azerbaijani
Laundromat did not pay only poli-
ticians. It was also utilized to buy
and disseminate favorable media
coverage.

According to the Organized
Crime and Corruption Reporting
Project (OCCRP), in 2014 Sager
Eckart, a former CNN producer, re-
ceived nearly €2 million ($2.6 million)
in his United Arab Emirates bank ac-
count from Hilux Services LP. Eckart
is listed as a press contact for public
relations articles) that promote the
Azerbaijani government’s views. One
of these articles voices Azerbaijan’s
denials in the Luca Volonte case.

The article quotes Elkhan
Suleymanov, the same Azerbaijani
parliamentarian who paid both Lintner
and Volonte, as saying: “Unfortu-
nately, those who attack Azerbaijan
without reason for a slander and
smear campaign are often regarded
as heroic fighters, and it has once
again become clear that this unscru-
pulous slander and smear campaign
against my country was part of a
vast international conspiracy, orga-
nized by economic powers abroad to
destabilize Azerbaijan.”

Eckart previously ran into con-
troversy when his TV production com-
pany, FBC, made documentaries for
the BBC about Malaysia’s palm oil

industry and the associated environ-
mental and human rights issues while
being paid by the Malaysian govern-
ment.

And it’s not just media people
who got paid. Mario Palmonella, an
Italian architect, got money from the
same Hilux company for architectural
planning work in Azerbaijan. He also
co-signed an open letter that started:
“We are all Azerbaijanis!!! This is the
call expressed in an open letter of the
Italian community in Baku. In the letter
the Italians living in Azerbaijan express
their indignation at the smear cam-
paign against Azerbaijan in the West-
ern mass-media.”
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US Withdraws Proposed Gun Sales for
Erdogan’s Security Guards

NEW YORK (AP) — The Trump
administration has withdrawn a pro-
posal to let Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s security guards buy
$1.2 million in U.S.-made weapons, a
congressional official said Monday,
following violence against protesters
during Erdogan’s visit to Washington
this spring.

Earlier this year, the administra-
tion told Congress it planned to allow
New Hampshire gunmaker Sig Sauer
to sell the weapons, which include
hundreds of semi-automatic handguns
and ammunition. The notification trig-
gered aperiod in which Congress could
review the deal before final approval is
granted. The weapons would have gone
to an intermediary in Turkey for use by
Erdogan’s presidential security forces.

But U.S. lawmakers began ex-
pressing strong opposition to the sale
after a violent caught-on-camera inci-
denton May 16 outside the home of the
Turkish ambassador to Washington as
Erdogan was visiting. Nineteen people
including 15 identified as Turkish se-
curity officials have been indicted by a
U.S. grand jury for attacking peaceful
protesters.

The incident was one of several
during visits by top Turkish officials to
the U.S. that have raised serious ques-
tions about the behavior of Turkish
security forces on American soil.

In June, House Foreign Affairs
Committee Chairman Ed Royce, R-
Calif., wrote Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson urging him to reject the deal
and calling the conduct of the Turkish
guards “unprofessional and brutal.” A
Senate panel has also approved a mea-
sure that would block the sale.

The State Department, in inform-
ing Congress that it was formally with-
drawing the planned sale, said it was at
the request of Sig Sauer, which had
requested the license from the U.S.
government that’s needed to export
weapons outside the U.S.

But the U.S. had already quietly
put the sale on hold after the violence,
and the Trump administration had in-
formed the Turkish government that
the sale wouldn’t be allowed to take
place. Sig Sauer appeared to have pulled
its request for a license from the U.S.
government after hearing from the
Turks that it no longer expected to
purchase the weapons.

US Trade Delegation to Assist Boosting
Armenian-American Economic Ties

YEREVAN (Armenpress) -- The
Armenian-American Chamber of Com-
merce and the US Embassy in Armenia
have gathered the business commu-
nity representatives to more thoroughly
present the opportunities to export the
Armenian products to US via the Gen-
eralized System of Preferences (GSP).

During the conference Ara
Hovsepyan — Chairman of the Ameri-
can Chamber of Commerce in Arme-
nia (AmCham) delivered opening re-
marks stating that the organization has
always assisted the Armenian business
community to use this system.

“This system contributes to eco-
nomic growth by ensuring the entry of
goods from 129 countries to the United
States through the privileged regime.
Armenia is among these countries,
more than 500 types of Armenian prod-
ucts can enter to the US via this regime
without customs payments. The Ar-
menian companies use this system,
but on how it was successful I cannot
say, however, there are positive trends.
The US wants to increase the coopera-
tion to a more serious level and boost
the economic ties. On behalf of us I

can state that everything is being done
to present all these opportunities to the
Armenian businessmen”, Hovsepyan
said.

US Ambassador to Armenia Ri-
chard Mills said Ed Gresser, the Assis-
tant United States Trade Representa-
tive for Trade Policy and Economics
has arrived in Armenia to hold discus-
sions with Armenian businessmen and
officials, present the system’s oppor-
tunities in a more thorough way, as
well as to contribute to expanding the
export potential from Armenia to US.

“Forme, as an Ambassador, num-
ber one priority is the deepening of
Armenian-American business and trade
ties in Armenia, and for that reason
today’s meeting is very important.
There has been progress in Armenia on
many occasions, but this program is
really important for the Armenian busi-
ness community, it can contribute to
increasing the trade turnover volume
between our countries. 60% of
Armenia’s exports enters to the US via
GSP program. Among those goods are
jewelry products, jam and others”, the
Ambassador said.
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Imprisoned Turkish Activists Banned from

ISTANBUL -- Turkish opposi-
tion Republican People’s party (CHP)
lawmakers have visited human rights
activists held in Istanbul’s Silivri prison,
who were detained on July 5 and jailed
on “terrorism” charges during a digital
security and information management
workshop in Istanbul’s Biiyiikada Is-
land.

As Ermenihaber reports, the in-
mates have been unable to receive
copies of the Armenian weekly Agos
because officials say it is published in
“Armenian language.” Ozlem Dalkiran
the Founder of the Citizens’ Assembly
NGO has noted the limitation is a clear
violation of the constitutional right to
receive information.

Receiving Agos Newspaper

S -

Toremind, the activists are being
accused of aiding armed terror organi-
zations for communications with sus-
pects linked to Kurdish and left-wing
militants as well as the movement led
by U.S.-based Muslim preacher
Fethullah Gulen, who is accused of
orchestrating last year’s coup attempt.
Gulen has denied the claim.

Their arrests have added to wide-
spread concerns about the erosion of
rights and freedoms in Turkey. More
than 50,000 people have been arrested
after the failed July 2016 coup, includ-
ing journalists and politicians, while
more than 140 media organizations
and nearly 2,000 NGOs have been
shuttered.

Turkey Fails to Bar Scholars
from Armenian Genocide Conference

BERLIN — Turkish authorities
have attempted to prevent scholars
based in Turkey from participating in a
conference in Berlin titled “Past in the
Present: European Approaches to the
Armenian Genocide.”

The Workshop on Armenian-
Turkish Scholarship (WATS) is a se-
ries of international academic work-
shops, founded at the University of
Chicago and the University of Michi-
gan in 2000 as the “first forum where
Turkish, Armenian, and other scholars
could create a community of Turkish,
Kurdish, Armenian, and other scholars
to conduct an informed debate” relat-
ing issues surrounding the fate of

Despite the efforts of Turkish
nationalists who deny the established
facts of history, the latest workshop,
the tenth in the series, took place on
15-18 September at the European Acad-
emy Berlin, co-organized by the Uni-
versity of Michigan, USC Dornsife
Institute of Armenian Studies, and
Lepsiushaus Potsdam, under the aus-
pices of Dr. Martina Mu"'nch, Minister
for Science, Research, and Culture of
the State of Brandenburg.

The conference has come under
sustained attack by Turkish ultra-na-

tionalist political circles in Turkey and
Germany. Long-time deniers of the
Armenian Genocide in the international
arena declared that the conference will
“serve imperialism and the interests of
Kurdistan” and framed the Kurdish
issue as forming “the second Israel,”
clearly an anti-Semitic slur.

“We consider that a democratic
society requires a free exchange of
ideas, and such pressure on academics
in Turkey has already had a chilling
effect onuniversity scholars, who have
in the last decades help to build up a
high level of academic professionalism
and achievement,” said the Workshop
for Armenian-Turkish Scholarship and
the Lepsiushaus Potsdam in a state-
ment.

“We demand as well that the
Turkish state desist from interfering in
intellectual exchange and expression
outside of Turkey. There is no substi-
tution for independent research and
the presentation of research findings
in academic settings and in scholarly
meetings. These exchanges are funda-
mental to academic freedom. Such
interference infringes on the demo-
cratic order in Turkey and in hosting
countries.”

This is the second conference in
Armenia on GSP trade regime related
issues. Established by the Trade Act of
1974, GSP is a U.S. trade program
designed to promote economic growth
in the developing world. GSP provides
preferential duty-free entry for up to
3,451 products from 129 designated

beneficiary countries and territories,
including Armenia. As a beneficiary
country, the majority of U.S. imports
from Armenia entered the United States
under the GSP program from 2012-
2016. Current Armenian exports to the
United States through GSP are valued
at $25 million.
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2017 International Hrant Dink Award

Granted to Eren Keskin from Turkey and
Ai Weiwei from China

ISTANBUL -- The ninth Interna-
tional Hrant Dink Award was presented
on Friday, September 15th during an
award ceremony held at the Istanbul
Liitfi Kirdar International Convention
and Exhibition Centre. This year’s
awards were granted to lawyer Eren
Keskin, who raises human rights viola-
tions in the agenda of Turkey and the
international community for many years
by taking all the risk, and to artist Ai
Weiwei, who draws attention to inequal-
ity and human rights violations through-
out the world via his works of art.

The award ceremony was hosted
by Ece Dizdar and the opening speech
was made by the President of Hrant
Dink Foundation, Rakel Dink. During
her speech, Dink also referred to the
ones who got in jail for expressing
their thoughts, and concluded her
words by saluting the human rights
defenders who were detained and ar-
rested on July 5th.

The award ceremony started with
Aysenur Kolivar’s performance of 'Da
im YusufOrti', a traditional Hamshentsi
song. Brenna MacCrimmon, Muammer
Ketencoglu, women from Sayat Nova
Choir, Helesa and Dalepe Nena also
took the stage during the night.

2017 awardees were announced
at the end of the award ceremony.

AiWeiwei was born in Beijing in
1957. After the Cultural Revolution, he
returned to Beijing. He studied anima-
tion at Beijing Film Academy. In 1983
he went to New York to continue his
arts education. He left school and made
a living by painting portraits on the
street. In 1993 he returned to China. In
2008, after the Szechuan Earthquake
he visited the region and realized that
the government did not provide factual

information on the disaster. Creating a
‘Citizens’ Investigation’ website, he
released information on faulty con-
struction and sub-standard materials
used in schools which caused the death
of countless people, shared stories of
students who had perished, and pub-
lished articles about the earthquake
during the investigation process. The
site was closed by official decree. In
2010 a demolition order was issued for
his newly built studio in Shanghai, where
he wanted to teach architecture classes.
He was ordered to be placed under house
arrest; although the order was rescinded
the next day, it was followed by attempts
to prevent him from leaving the country.
In 2011 he was apprehended. His studio
was searched, materials confiscated, co-
workers detained. He was held for three
months. Since 2015 he uses his art instal-
lations on the flight from Middle East to
Europe, to draw the world’s attention to
refugees’ struggle to survive.

Eren Keskin was born in 1959 in
Bursa, Turkey. She graduated from
the Faculty of Law of Istanbul Univer-
sity. She joined the Human Rights
Association of Turkey in 1989, where
she worked for many years as a direc-
tor. During the state of emergency of
the early 1990s, she took part in com-
mittees formed to fight against the
grievous human rights violations in the
Kurdish-majority areas; during visits
to the region she became the target of
verbal as well as armed attacks. In the
1990s, nearly 200 court cases were
brought against her. Because she had
used the word ‘Kurdistan’ in an article
published in the newspaper Ozgiir
Giindem [Free Agenda] in 1995, she
spent six months in jail. In 1997 she
founded the Legal Assistance Office
against Sexual Abuse and Rape in Cus-
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The Matenadaran Publishes New Volume of
Catalogue of Armenian Manuscripts

YEREVAN -- Yerevan's Mesrop
Mashtots Institute of Ancient Manu-
scripts (the Matenadaran) published
volume IX of The General Catalogue of
Armenian Manuscripts of the Mashtots
Matenadaran. The Armenian General
Benevolent Union (AGBU) sponsored
the publication of this volume, as part
of its mission to preserve and promote
Armenian heritage and culture.

This volume is comprised of over-
views of 300 manuscripts from the
11th to 19th centuries, No.2701-3000,
mainly from the well-known New
Collection. All manuscripts are of a
particular scholarly and artistic value.
Over 20 manuscripts that include cor-
respondence of Catholicoi of All Ar-
menians, Primates of Dioceses and
prominent clergymen from the 18th to
19th centuries serve as primary sources
of Armenian history of the same pe-
riod. Itis amajor publication for schol-
ars of Armenian and the Middle East-
ern studies as well as related fields.

Acting Director of the Matenadaran
Vahan Ter-Ghevondyan; Head of the
Depositories of the Matenadaran Gevorg
Ter-Vardanean; editor of volume IV
Karen Matevosyan and Deputy Director
of AGBU Armenia Hovig Eordekian de-
livered welcome speeches during the
catalogue presentationin July2017."We
are delighted to support the publication
of this monumental catalogue for the
benefit of academic circles, philologists
and the ones interested in our manu-

scripts to study their historical and cul-
tural values," said Eordekian.

The Matenadaran houses around
300,000 documents, over 100,000 books
and 17,000 manuscripts. Researchers
and tourists travel from all over the
world to see its national treasures, in-
cluding the Gospel of Lazarus and Hakob
Meghapart's "Parzatumar," one of the
first Armenian books ever printed.

This initiative is one of many
ways AGBU has supported the
Matenadaran over the years. AGBU
also financed the publication of vol-
ume IIT of The General Catalogue of
Armenian Manuscripts of the Mashtots
Matenadaran and Herald of the
Matenadaran (Banber Matenadaran),
an academic periodical. Acknowledg-
ing the need to advance Armenian Stud-
ies, AGBU also provides scholarships
to doctoral students working in the
Matenadaran.

Yerevan to Host International Conference
Dedicated to 350th Anniversary of First
Printed Armenian Bible

YEREVAN -- Within the frame-
work of the Participation Program of
UNESCO, an international conference
titled “Pearl of Printing” will be held in
the Mesrop Mashtots Institute of An-
cient Manuscripts, commonly referred
to as Matenadaran in capital city
Yerevan on September 19-20.

The event is dedicated to the
350th anniversary of the first printed
version of Bible in Armenian (1666) by
Voskan Yerevantsi.

The conference will be followed
by an exposition of the best samples
of the first printed Bibles in Arme-
nian, as well as other ancient books.
The exposition is implemented in col-
laboration with the Mother See of
Holy Etchmiadzin and the National
Library of Armenia.

The Bible by Voskan Yerevantsi
consists of 1462 pages presented in two
columns (2924 columns) and 159 im-
ages. It was published in 5000 copies.

The basis for the Bible by Voskan
Yerevantsi was the one copied in 1295
by the order of Hethum II, King of the
Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia. Yerevantsi
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edited this copy according to Vulgate,
the Latin translation of the Bible. During
printing he translated and added several
books of the Old Testament missing
from the Armenian Canon.

Voskan Yerevantsi asked famous
artist-bookbinder Albert Magnus for a
splendid example of the Bible, which
he then gave to Louis XVI of France.

The Bible by Voskan Yerevantsi
is considered one of the finest ex-
amples of old Armenian printing.

tody.In2002, in a case brought against
her for a speech she gave on the
subject of sexual torture by the state,
she was sentenced to ten months in
prison. That same year, the Disciplin-
ary Board of the Union of Turkish Bar
Associations issued a decision to bar
her from working as a lawyer for one
year. During this period, the main-

stream media engaged in a smear cam-
paign against her. Within the frame-
work of a support campaign for the
Ozgiir Giindem newspaper, she served
for three years as its co-editor in chief.
Today, there are still 143 open cases
against her, one for a speech she made,
and the others concerned with this
duty which she performed voluntarily.
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Lecture by Archbishop Levon Zekiyan
at UCLA on Sept. 24

LOS ANGELES -- The Richard
Hovannisian Chair in Modern Arme-
nian History with the co-sponsorship
ofthe National Association for Arme-
nian Studies and Research (NAASR)
present "Abbot Mkhit‘ar of Sebastea:
A Sacred Genius and an Enduring
Challenge for Today". A lecture by
His Eminence, Archbishop Levon
Zekiyan on Sunday, September 24,
2017, 1:30-3:00 PM at Royce Hall
314, UCLA.

Mkhit‘ar’s greatness derives from
his character and achievements, which
are considered worthy of those of
Mesrop Mashtots‘. As a follower of
the Armenian enlightenment tradition
and drawing from Christian and hu-
man traditions, Mkhit‘ar accomplished
a multifarious, multidimensional, and
highly original synthesis. From an in-
novative concept of national identity to
the faith of the Transcendent and the
Eternal, from language to arts, from
daily life to flights of the intellect, from
a devotion to tradition to courageous,
even audaciously novel experiments,
Mkhit‘ar’s vision, message, and ex-
ample remain with us today, as a chal-
lenge of an urgent nature and as a
token of a bright and promising view
of the future.

His Eminence, Archbishop Levon
Zekiyan (Boghos by his Baptismal
name) was the director and chair holder

of the Armenian Language and Litera-
ture Chair at the University of Venice
at Ca' Foscari (1976-2011) and the
executive editor of Bazmavep and Hay
Entanik‘. He is the current Armenian
Catholic Archeparch of Istanbul and
continues to teach the history of the
Armenian Church and theology at the
Vatican’s Oriental Institute.

In 2016, Pope Francis appointed
him as the Papal legate for the MKkhitarist
Congregation of Venice. For many
years he was a member of the AIEA
(Association internationale des études
arméniennes). He has over fourteen
monographs on Armenological, theo-
logical, and philosophical topics,
twenty-five edited volumes, and over
two hundred published essays.

Pan-Armenian Conference Kicks Off in Yerevan

Continued from page 1

tion of the Armenian identity moder-
ated by the relevant ministries, in-
cluding the Ministry of Defense, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Min-
istry of International Economic Inte-
gration and Reforms and the Minis-
try of Diaspora.

Two roundtable discussions will
were held during the conference. The
first roundtable discussion devoted to
the creation of a Pan-Armenian Council.
The second roundtable discussion de-
voted to the preliminary plans for orga-
nizing and conducting the celebrations
dedicated to the 100th anniversary of the
declaration of the Republic of Armenia,
the 100th anniversary of the Battles of
May and the 2,800th anniversary of
Erebouni-Yerevan.

RA Prime Minister Karen
Karapetyan delivered a speech en-
titled “The Main Provisions of the
Economic Policy of the Government
of the Republic of Armenia” during
the plenary session of the second day
of the conference.

Speaker of the RA National As-
sembly Ara Babloyan will give a speech
during the final session, and the mod-
erators of the panel sessions devoted
to the four topics will present the
results of the panel sessions.

The participants of the confer-
ence will adopt a declaration after the
results of the sessions are summed up.

Pavilions have been set up at the
Sport and Concert Complex where or-
ganizations like TUMO Center for Cre-
ative Technologies, Ayb Innovative
School and Kvant School are showcas-
ing their achievements. The achieve-
ments of Armenia’s winemaking, brandy

and textile industries are showcased in
separate pavilions. Megerian Carpets is
presenting the past achievements of Ar-
menian carpet-making and the current
growth. Artsakhis presentingits achieve-
ments in culture and economy. There is
also a pavilion devoted to the “Nation-
Army” ideology.

The conference will also feature
several cultural events. September 16th
marked the opening of the Nairi Music
Park-Museum, which showcases 10
bronze, iconic sculptures symbolizing
Armenian song, music and national
instruments and is located near Nairi
SpaResorts hotel complex in Hankavan.
On September 18, a concert dedicated
to the 50th anniversary of the career of
Arax Mansourian will be held at the
National Academic Theater of Opera
and Ballet after Alexander Spendiaryan.
On September 19, an event dedicated
to the 10th anniversary of the TV
series “Of Armenian Descent” will be
held at Karen Demirtchyan Sport and
Concert Complex. On September 20,
the participants of the conference will
attend the gala concert of Nairi Pan-
Armenian Music Festival, which is
being held under the high patronage of
the President of the Republic of Arme-
nia and will pay homage to remarkable
artists of Armenia and the Diaspora.
From September 5 to 29, the Ministry
of Diaspora, in association with the
Armenian Collectors’ Club of the High
Art Center for Fine Arts, is organizing
the first exhibition called “Various” at
Komitas Museum-Institute. The exhi-
bition showcases 30 works of 24 no-
table Armenian artists starting from
the mid-19th century and ending with
the early 21st century, exclusively from
private collections.
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Armenian Genocide Book Shortlisted for the
Dayton Literary Peace Prize
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DAYTON, OH — Dawn Anahid
MacKeen’s book, The Hundred-Year
Walk: An Armenian Odyssey, is a final-
ist for the prestigious Dayton Literary
Peace Prize in nonfiction. She is one of
twelve authors shortlisted in nonfiction
and fiction for the award, which recog-
nizes the power of literature to promote
peace and reconciliation.

Inspired by the 1995 Dayton
Peace Accords that ended the war in
Bosnia, The Dayton Literary Peace
Prize is the only international literary
peace prize awarded in the United
States. The Prize celebrates the power
of literature to promote peace, justice,
and global understanding. This year's
winners will be honored at a gala cer-
emony in Dayton on November 5th.

The other finalists include Colson
Whitehead’s Pulitzer Prize-winning The
Underground Railroad, andJ.D. Vance’s
best-selling Hillbilly Elegy. "Atatime of
great uncertainty in the world, this
year’s finalists reveal how we got to
this point and offer powerful lessons on
how we can heal, reconcile, and build a
better world," said Sharon Rab, co-
chair of the Dayton Literary Peace Prize
Foundation. "Now more than ever, we
need to celebrate authors who dare to
explore the impact of war, exile, rac-
ism, and economic inequality and, more
importantly, endeavor to offer hope in
these tumultuous times.”

The Hundred-Year Walk tells the
courageous story of MacKeen’s grand-
father, Stepan Miskjian, one of the few
to survive the massacres in the Deir

Zor region of present-day Syria.
Miskjian left hundreds of pages detail-
ing his survival, which MacKeen, an
investigative journalist, used to recon-
struct his life and death march. She
then retraced his steps across Turkey
and Syria. The book alternates be-
tween the two accounts. Miskjian be-
lieved he’d lived in order to tell the
world about the atrocities. “Being a
witness to that satanic pogrom, I vowed
it as my duty to put to paper what |
saw,” Miskjian wrote in his notebooks.

Both the New York Post and
Outside declared the book a “must
read.” It was also awarded best biog-
raphy by the American Society of Jour-
nalists and Authors, and longlisted for
the Chautauqua Prize. It’s beginning
to be taught in universities and high
schools. “I’'m so honored that many
students and readers are learning about
the genocide for the first time through
my grandfather’s story,” MacKeen
said. “Education is the reason why I
spent a decade on this book.”

Award organizers announced in
July that Irish novelist, journalist, and
essayist Colm Téibin, whose fiction
and nonfiction captures the impact of
exile and political conflict on individual
lives, will receive the 2017 Richard C.
Holbrooke Distinguished Achievement
Award, named in honor of the noted
U.S. diplomat who helped negotiate
the Dayton Peace Accords.

The full list of finalists can be
found below and at
www.daytonliterarypeaceprize.org.

Garo Paylan Vows to Continue Fight

Continued from page 1

years ago, and now that crime also
continues since when a crime remains
unpunished new ones are following it.
“I believe we will achieve justice one
day when the Armenian Genocide is
recognized and [ will continue fighting
for that”, Garo Paylan said.

Paylan said he together with his
party members has fought for decades
for establishing democracy in Turkey.
“In reality, the fight for democracy is
very difficult. And over the past two
years we saw that nationalism wins
easier. Erdogan also saw this, and
unfortunately, he moved on this path”,
he said.

Paylan stated that the new Con-
stitution of Turkey, which switched
the country to presidential system, in
fact serves for implementation of the

goals of one person. “I have said in the
Turkish parliament that a great mis-
take took place. I was opposed. 104
years ago the same happened in the
Ottoman Empire. Talaat and Enver
Pashas brought new Constitution after
the revolution, and those people who
were against it had two options — to
stay silent or fight. The Armenian Geno-
cide started and within a decade 4
nations — Armenians, Greeks, Assyrians
and Jews, were massacred. And now
in the circumstances of Turkey’s new
Constitution we can face the same
catastrophe. Even today, unfortu-
nately, we are facing it”, he said.
The lawmaker said the Republic
of Turkey was found without facing
the Armenian Genocide. According to
Paylan, the state, which has not paid
for its crimes 100 years later, will
continue committing a crime.
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H.M.M. SOCCER TEAMS
NEXT GAME SCHEDULE

R.U.U.

HOMENMEN

19 21

HOMENMEN SAHARA TEAM
- Sunday 9/17/17 5:35 pm
Homenmen Sahara VS LA Suns
Griffith Park

HOMENMEN ANGEL TEAM

- Sunday 9/24/17 5:35pm

Homenmen Angel VS FC Galaxy
John Ferraro soccer field #5 Zoo Drive
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