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Lavrov:- Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict
Settlement is a Challenging Task

YEREVAN -- Despite
Azerbaijan’s unconstructive position,
negotiations on the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict settlement should be contin-
ued, Armenian Foreign Minister Ed-
ward Nalbandian said during a joint
press conference with his visiting Rus-
sian counterpart Sergei Lavrov in
Yerevan on Tuesday.

“Armenia is willing to continue
with the Co-Chairs, in a constructive
manner, meetings at the level of for-
eign ministers and presidents,”
Nalbandian stressed following talks
with Lavrov in the Armenian capital.
“We have never refused to meet at the
level of ministers or presidents,” he
added.

Lavrov arrived in Yerevan on
Monday for talks with Nalbandian and
Armenian President Serzh Sarkisian
focused on bilateral relations as well as
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict settle-
ment. The top Russian diplomat visited
Baku on November 19-20 where he
also discussed the conflict settlement
with the Azerbaijani leadership.

Speaking in Yerevan, Lavrov re-
iterated that all elements of the settle-

ment are on the table.

“There are all elements for areso-
lution of this problem. These elements
are summarized in numerous docu-
ments that since 2007, 2009 and 2011
have been deposited with the OSCE
secretary general. Thus they are fixed
as the co-chairs’ proposals, they are
still fully on the table and the only thing
that I would like to underline, like I did
in Baku, is that these elements have
been formed into one package and it is
very difficult to take one, two or three
of them and say: let’s come to an
agreement based on them. Because in
that case their balancing elements will
be left out and there will be no result
that all of us expect,” Lavrov said.

According to the Russian foreign
minister, it is important that the presi-
dents of Armeniaand Azerbaijan spoke
positively about their last month’s
meeting in Geneva, Switzerland, orga-
nized by the OSCE Minsk Group that
Russia chairs jointly with the United
States and France. “It is very impor-
tant that this positive attitude should

Continued on page 2

Sarkisian Hails Close Ties After Moscow
Meeting with Putin

MOSCOW -- Armenian Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian has hailed his
country's close ties with Russia after
meeting with President Vladimir Putin
during a visit to Moscow to mark the
Days of Armenian Culture in Russia
celebrations.

Sarkisian on November 15 said the
"advancement of Russian-Armenian co-
operation is evident in all directions."

“Advancement of Russian-Arme-
nian cooperation is evidentin all direc-
tions,” President Sarkisian said. “Close
contacts between our people, cultural,
educational, scientific ties are of par-
ticular important to us.”

According to areport released by
the Kremlin, the two leaders discussed
“interaction of the two countries in the
political and economic spheres, in the

sphere of security and humanitarian
cooperation.”

“I would like to stress that all our
teams are working hard on the imple-
mentation of our agreements reached
during your visitto Russia last March,”
Vladimir Putin is quoted in the press
release. “And this work is yielding
positive results. This does not even
include our interaction in the areas of
political contacts, security and the
economy. Last year witnessed the be-
ginning of growth, and this year it has
already increased by a third, which is
surely gratifying. We would like to
maintain this trend.”

Putin reportedly also thanked the
Armenian president for his efforts on
the organization in Moscow of the
exhibition.

Armenian American Museum Honors
Senator Portantino at Community Reception

GLENDALE - The Armenian
American Museum and Cultural Cen-
ter honored California State Senator
Anthony J. Portantino (D-La Cafada
Flintridge) at a special community re-
ception with donors and supporters on
Thursday, November 16, 2017.

Earlier this year, Senator
Portantino successfully spearheaded an
effort leading to the State Legislature
investing an additional $3 million in the
historic cultural and educational center
developing in the City of Glendale. Gov-
ernor Jerry Brown signed the 2017-
2018 state budget in June with $3 mil-
lion earmarked for the Armenian Ameri-
can Museum, bringing the State’s total
funding commitment to $4 million.

“I'am honored to have the oppor-
tunity to represent the 25th Senate
District which is home to a large and
vibrant Armenian American commu-
nity,” stated Senator Anthony
Portantino. “The Armenian American
Museum is a historic project that will
proudly celebrate the Armenian cul-
ture and history. It deserves our sup-

port and I am very pleased that our
State’s investment will help make the
project a reality.”

Armenian American Museum
Governing Board Co-Chairs Arch-
bishop Moushegh Mardirossian and
Rev. Berdj Jambazian addressed the
audience and delivered passionate re-
marks on the importance of the project
for the future of the community. Co-
Chairs Archbishop Hovnan Derderian
and Bishop Mikael Mouradian dis-
cussed the vision for the Armenian
American Museum in a video message
and highlighted how it will serve as a
bridge between the Armenian Ameri-
can community and the many diverse
communities of Southern California.

SWA, an urban design and archi-
tectural firm, was hired by the City to
develop plans for the open space that
will connect the Downtown Central
Library, Adult Recreation Center, and
proposed Museum site. SWA plans to
present its recommendations to City
officials and the public at the upcoming
City Council meeting on December 5.

Over 1.23 Million Euros Raised During
Armenia Fund’s Annual European Phonethon

o

Bako Sahakian during the Phonethon

PARIS — Over 1.23 million Eu-
ros have been raised at the annual
European Phonethon organized by Ar-
menia Fund, held in France November
15-19.

The President of the Republic of
Artsakh, Bako Sahakian, arrived in
Paris on Sunday to meet with organiz-
ing committee members of the fund’s
local body and young volunteers en-
gaged in the process.

Sahakian highlighted the partici-
pation of the Armenia Fund’s French
branch in the realization of various
programs in Artsakh, expressed grati-
tude to the people involved in the orga-
nization of the Phonethon for their
work, special attitude towards Artsakh,
sharing its concerns and consistent
support.

Thanks to the phone calls of

SDHP Nazarpek Youth Organization representatives with Artsakh president

) 4

m.

nearly 600 volunteers, the funds were
raised in pledges in four countries —
Germany, France, Greece, Switzer-
land — from 48,000 families and busi-
nesses. This result is slightly lower
than the Phonethon 2016, but it does
not take into account future donations
and may change in the coming days.

Nearly 1,500 new donors joined
those of previous years, despite eco-
nomic uncertainties, bringing the total
number of businesses and donor fami-
lies to 9,900.

The sums collected in France
during Phonethon 2017 have three main
destinations: the introduction of solar
energy in Artsakh, the extension of the
agropastoral project of Tavush and the
help to SMEs and SMIs that restart

Continued on page4
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European Parliament Adopts Resolution
Recognizing Artsakh People’s Right
to Self-Determination

BRUSSELS -- In a Resolution
adopted on November 15 and ahead of
the Eastern Partnership Summit to be
held in Brussels on November 24, the
European Parliament has adopted a
resolution, with an overwhelming ma-
jority of votes,recognizing the right of
the people of Nagorno- Karabakh to
self-determination

A similar resolution was adopted
in connection with the 72nd session of
the UN General Assembly on July 5,
2017, when through the efforts of the
permanent representation of Armenia
in Brussels the European Parliament
for the first time recorded the right of
the people of Nagorno-Karabakh to
self-determination.

The European Parliament rec-
ommended the Council, the Commis-
sion and the European External Action
Service to call for an immediate end to
military hostilities between Armenian
and Azerbaijani forces, which unnec-
essarily claim the lives of civilians and
soldiers whilst hampering socioeco-
nomic development.

The European Parliament has also
reaffirmed support for the OSCE Minsk
Group Co-Chairs’ efforts to solve the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflictand to their
2009 Basic Principles, which include
territorial integrity, self-determination
and the non-use of force.

“The European Parliament rec-

ommends to call on Armenia and
Azerbaijan to re-launch negotiations in
good faith with a view to implementing
these principles to solve the conflict,
which cannot be solved using military
force, to call on the Governments of
Armenia and Azerbaijan to hold high-
level talks and commit to genuine con-
fidence-building measures and dialogue
between Armenian and Azerbaijani civil
society; to make the ratification of
new agreements between the EU and
each of the parties conditional on mean-
ingful commitments to and substantial
progress towards solving the conflict,
such as maintaining the ceasefire and
supporting the implementation of the
2009 Basic Principles.

The European Parliament stresses
that Armenia serves as an example of
how membership of the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union and participation in the
EU’s neighborhood strategies can co-
exist”. The text of the resolution con-
cludes.

According to media reports, a
large-scale attempt of falsifications,
undertaken by Azerbaijan, aimed at
neutralizing the efforts of the interna-
tional community towards the peace-
ful settlement of the Karabakh con-
flict, as well as damaging the Armenia-
EU relations on the eve of the Eastern
Partnership summit in Brussels, has
failed.

Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict

Continued frompage 1

help us move forward in essence. The
co-chairs are engaged in this. We,
along with Washington and Paris, will
analyze where we have reached, will
try to make some active efforts to
reach a settlement,” Lavrov said.

“I won’t be too optimistic, it’s a
challenging task, and the whole expe-
rience of our negotiations comes to
prove that they will not end quickly,”
the top Russian diplomat concluded.

Later on Tuesday Lavrov was

received by Armenian President Serzh
Sarkisian.

According to the press service of
the Armenian president, the meeting
focused on bilateral relations that
Sarkisian described as “genuinely al-
lied”.

Lavrov also reportedly praised
the current level of Russian-Armenian
relations and briefed Sarkisian on his
talks with Armenian Foreign Minister
Nalbandian during which, he said, they
“reviewed all directions of our alliance
and strategic partnership.”

Over 1.23 Million Euros Raised

Continued from page 1

their activities in Aleppo.
Phonethon continues after
November 19th. It is possible to
make donations via the website
www.fondsarmenien.org or by

phone: N ° Azur (cost of a local
call) 0810 24 24 24, until January
15, 2018.

Calls were issued from 4 centers
(Paris, Lyon, Marseille, Toulouse). The
Armenian Fund mainly builds infra-
structure in Armenia and Artsakh

November 25, 2017

Career and Job Fair Launched
With the Support of U.S. Embassy in Yerevan

YEREVAN —To cap offabusy
Global Entrepreneurship Week, the
U.S. Embassy in Yerevan, together
with Haykuhi Gevorkyan of Career
Lab and Araksia Martirosyan of In-
ternational Academy of Business,
connected job recruiters with job
seekers at a career and entrepre-
neurship fair at the Marriott Hotel in
Yerevan.

The fair offered workshops on
resume writing, panel discussions
on jobs of the future, career guid-
ance, and more. Companies with
current vacancies to fill — more than
180 vacancies in total — attended the
fair aiming to recruit Armenia’s top
talent.

“In today’s globalized world,
entrepreneurs and job seekers alike
have to be flexible, willing to take
risks, and able to seize on opportuni-
ties when they are presented,” said
U.S. Ambassador to Armenia Rich-
ard M. Mills, Jr., at the fair’s open-
ing ceremony, “And this fair is one
such opportunity.”

The career and entrepreneur-
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ship fair is the largest U.S. Em-
bassy-supported event in Armenia
during Global Entrepreneurship
Week, a weeklong promotion of en-
trepreneurship in nearly 170 coun-
tries worldwide. The U.S. Embassy
in Yerevan worked with alumni of its
various exchange programs to sup-
port entrepreneurs through discus-
sions with successful women busi-
ness owners, a “pitch night” for
fledgling companies in need of busi-
ness advice, and discussions on how
to run a successful business in Ar-
menia.

“In my travels across this coun-
try, I have seen first-hand the amaz-
ing brain power and creativity of the
Armenian people,” Ambassador Mills
noted. “From start-up IT compa-
nies, to designers and engineers
working for established multi-na-
tional corporations, Armenia is grow-
ing thanks to those who are using
their education and technical know-
how to better their lives and commu-
nities — these are the true entrepre-
neurs.”

France Hosts Days of Artsakh

PARIS -- On 20 November
Artsakh Republic President Bako
Sahakian partook in Paris at a sol-
emn event organized in connection
with the launching of the Days of
Artsakh in France attended by the
Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the Republic of
Armenia to France, representatives
of the local Armenian community
and French public and political
circles.

In his speech President
Sahakian noted that the Days of
Artsakh were held in Europe for the
first time, and that was the reason
of double responsibility and much
greater expectations.

“We are sure that all the events
planned by the program will be held
on a proper level. That is because we
have patriotic compatriots and true
friends who will support the suc-

cessful implementation of all the ini-
tiatives”, stressed Artsakh Republic
President in his speech.

Bako Sahakian expressed hope
that the organization of the Days of
Artsakh in France would have an
important contribution to the expan-
sion of Artsakh’s cooperation with
France introducing our country, its
history, culture, economy and other
spheres to the French and European
societies, adding that the Armenia-
Artsakh-Diaspora firm trinity is the
basis of all our achievements.

In the course of the event Presi-
dent Sahakian handed in the “Grati-
tude” medal to Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the Re-
public of Armenia to France Vigen
Chitechyan highlighting his consis-
tent support to Artsakh and partici-
pation in the realization of various
programs in our republic.

(roads, schools, dispensaries and hos-
pitals, drinking water, irrigation, gas
and electricity networks, agriculture
and livestock ...) essential for the socio-
economic development of local popu-
lations.

The Phonethon was organized
ahead of the Hayastan All-Arme-
nian Fund’s 20th annual Interna-
tional Telethon to be held on No-
vember 23 under the slogan “Fruit-
ful Artsakh.”
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iPod Creator Tony Fadell Receives Armenian President's Annual IT Award

YEREVAN -- Lebanese-Ameri-
can innovator, founder of Nest Labs
and creator of iPod trademark Tony
Fadell received on Thursday "2017
Global IT Award of Armenian Presi-
dent for Outstanding Contribution".

Thousands of men and women
involved in the information technology
sector help Armenia move towards a
knowledge-based economy, President
Serzh Sarkisian said as he handed the
award to Tony Fadell.

Addressing the guests of the cer-
emony held in the Presidential Palace
Sarkisian went on to describe the IT
sector as a major potential locomotive
of growth for Armenia.

“Some 600 companies are in-
volved in this sector [in Armenia] and
among them are offices of many world-
renowned organizations. They pro-
vide jobs to nearly 20,000 people. For
several years we see on average a 20-
25 percent growth in this sector,” the
Armenian president said. “But while
providing such rates of development,
we should not limit ourselves to such
indices. We should dream, think and
create new projects and implement them.
The number of companies working in
the IT sector should reach thousands
and the number of theiremployees should
be in the hundreds of thousands.”

Accepting the award, Fadell
thanked the Armenian President, the
Prime Minister and the Committee
for nominating and electing him for
this award.

“You truly believe that there is a
way to take your country from where
ithas been, where it is today and where
it’s going. I would like to leave you
with a few words about things I have
seen about success in my 25-30 years
career in the IT business. The first
thing is about creating an environment
for success to happen. There are three
important things that President has

already mentioned, the first one is
education, education at all levels, from
primary school all the way up and it is
not just after postgraduate, but even
beyond. The world is a changing place;
it is changing faster than ever. Today
is the slowest the world will ever be, it
will only accelerate through technol-
ogy and the people, world citizens not
just through the school they have done,
but each day. And so whatever pro-
grams that you can create to continu-
ally educate yourselves as well as your
constituents, as well as your popula-
tion, the better off your economy will
be and will allow new things to flourish
that we haven’t seen before”, Tony
Fadell said.

According to him, the second is
about government, it is about govern-
ment leadership. He said the Armenian
government now has an ability to not
just have technology inside the gov-
ernment, it’s now about shaping a
digital society and creating laws, regu-
lations and working in public-private
partnerships to define what digital so-

ciety is. It is about how we are going
to embrace technology, what does pri-
vacy mean, what does security mean,
what does data access mean for all
demographics. “I believe that Armenia
has this, after talking to the Prime
Minister, after talking to the President;
you are on the press of this, onto
creating a digital society, as the world
has never seen before, because you
have a microcosm here and if you look
at start-ups, they always start with a
small team. You are a small country,
but it can grow outsize if you take
advantage of this microcosm that you
have and this community you have and
lead, not just follow, not just adopt
technology, but actually think about
what your society can be and work
towards it every day and unlike a start-
up I know tenacity of the Armenian
people. The government is not going
away, so if you imagine it in 10 or 20
years and even if there is ups and
downs, you’ll get there, because the
government is not going away, it’s a
state of mind and you will have differ-

ent start-ups that will be able to create
this digital society for all”, he said.

The third thing, according to him,
is the public-private partnership. “It’s
really about opening up to accept things,
people such as myself, investors,
teams, mentors into your society as
well as having them come into ours so
that we can learn and communicate
and take the best of the world, because
I believe if you can set a digital society
sooner than any other country, the
world will be looking at you to see how
it is done the right way. So those three
things I believe is what’s going to
bring you forward. You will try, you
will fail, but you will learn and you
keep going, you don’t stop, you keep
trying, because if you know what you
believe is true, it will be the future, you
will get there one day as long as you
keep learning along the way. So again,
I challenge you, I hope to come back,
I hope to help you in someway to
create that digital society, to show the
world what it really means to embrace
the next millennia. Youhave been around
many millennia, this country, this
people have been around many millen-
nia, just like you have done to create
the alphabet, to adopt the Christianity
as the first country in the world. Adopt
a digital society that is equality for all
for all in the digital world and you will
again set the stage like you have done
in the past”, Tony Fadell concluded.

Fadellisthe eighth international I'T
personality honored in Armenia since
2010 with the Presidential Award which
is given to individuals who have made
extraordinary contributions to humanity
through advancing the world of IT.

Amongthe previous laureates were
retired CEO/Chairman of the Board of
Intel Corporation Craig Barrett, co-
founder of Apple Computers, Inc. Steve
Wozniak, CEO of Kaspersky Lab Eu-
gene Kaspersky and others.

A Historical Encountet -
His Holiness Karekin II Receives AMAA and Armenian Evangelical Church Representatives

BY REV.JOHN KHANJIAN, PH.D.

The Catholicos of All Armenians,
His Holiness Karekin II, received rep-
resentatives of the Armenian Evangeli-
cal Church and the Armenian Mission-
ary Association of America (AMAA)
at St. Leon Armenian Cathedral in
Burbank, California on November 3,
2017 at 7:00 p.m. Representatives from
the Armenian Evangelical Community
and from the Western Diocese were
invited by the AMAA for an interde-
nominational fellowship dinner where
good will and best wishes were ex-
changed.

The Executive Director/CEO of
the AMAA, Zaven Khanjian, welcomed
and thanked the Catholicos for this
auspicious occasion and invited the
guests to raise a toast in His honor.
After thanking Mr. and Mrs. Albert
Boyajian for sponsoring the event, he
invited the Catholicos to offer grace.
In his prayer the Pontiff blessed not
only the food but the Armenian Apos-
tolic and the Armenian Evangelical
churches.

After the meal, Mr. Khanjian ex-
pressed his appreciation for this Chris-

tian brotherly meeting between the
two members of the Armenian com-
munity which was made possible by
the help of the Primate of the Western
Diocese, His Eminence Archbishop
Hovnan Derderian. In his remarks,
Mr. Khanjian pointed out that the roots
of the Armenian Evangelical Church
are deeply embedded in the Apostolic
teachings which brought the Good
News of the grace and forgiveness of

God to the Armenian nation. The Ar-
menian Evangelical Church, which is
based on the Bible, is a healthy branch
of the Apostolic Church and aspires to
be faithful to its historical Armenian
roots. We all stand on the shoulders of
the giants of our traditions. He con-
cluded his word with best wishes and
prayers for the Armenian Evangelical
Church and the AMAA to remain faith-
ful to their mission and continue to

stand by the Apostolic Church and
together spread God's Word and lead
our compatriots to the sources of our
faith. We are all challenged to face the
future together for a stronger Home-
land.

TheRev. Berdj Djambazian, Presi-
dentofthe Armenian Evangelical World
Council and Minister of the Armenian
Evangelical Union of North America,
described his personal experiences with
His Holiness which reflected a man of
love, honesty, truthfulness, and com-
passion. He also expressed his hope
for working together for Christ and
the Armenian Apostolic Church.

Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, Presi-
dent of the AMAA, acknowledged the
significance of this meeting on the
Centennial ofthe AMAA, and thanked
His Holiness for cordially receiving the
AMAA's Officials visits. Dr. Darakjian
expressed the aspiration of the AMAA
to cooperate in the area of Christian
Education and help in building a strong
Armenia not only economically but
also spiritually. He said, "We need to
cooperate in order to continue our

Continued on page 4
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Panel Discussion at Northeastern University
“Environmental Security and Statecraft
in Armenia”

ENVIRONMENTAL
SECURITY AND
STATECRAFT IN ARMENIA

Thursday, December 7, 2017, 7:30 p.m.

220 Shillman Hall, Northeastern Univ.
115 Forsyth St., Boston, MA

BELMONT, MA — A panel dis-
cussion on “Environmental Security
and Statecraft in Armenia” will take
place on Thursday, December 7, 2017,
at 7:30 p.m., at Northeastern Univer-
sity, 220 Shillman Hall, 115 Forsyth
St., Boston, MA.

The program is organized by the
National Association for Armenian
Studies and Research (NAASR) /
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation Lec-
ture Series on Contemporary Arme-
nian Issues and is co-sponsored by the
Northeastern Armenian Students As-
sociation.

The panel will be moderated by
Dr. Anna Ohanyan, Richard B. Finnegan
Distinguished Professor of Political
Science and International Relations,
Stonehill College, and will feature the
participation of Alen Amirkhanian, Di-
rector, American University of Arme-
nia Acopian Center for the Environ-
ment; Ursula Kazarian, Founder and
ex-President, Armenian Environmen-
tal Network; Jason Sohigian, Deputy
Director, Armenia Tree Project; and
Emma McBride, Law Student, Boston
College, and Peace Corps volunteer in
Armenia 2014-16.

Environmental security has been
emerging as a key component of state-
craft around the world. Depletion and
pollution of fresh water supplies, degra-
dation and disappearance of biodiversity,

projected loss of agriculture lands, and
the costs imposed on food security and
public health, are some of the global
concerns that also affect the Armenian
state and society.

Around the world, countries dif-
fer in terms of their capacity and will
to respond to environmental problems
and opportunities with innovative in-
stitutional and technological solutions.
Some are transitioning away from de-
fensive approaches to proactive strat-
egies of “green growth” that are sus-
tainable and economically profitable.

How does Armenia fare in its
environmental statecraft? What are the
key issues of environmental security
of the Armenian state? Does it face a
choice between economic development
and environmental protection? How is
Armenia’s environmental security re-
lated to its national security? What can
be done to strengthen Armenia’s envi-
ronmental statecraft and security?

The program is free and open to
the public. There will be a reception
and refreshments immediately follow-
ing the program and question-and-
answer session. Parking is available in
Renaissance Park Garage and other
campus parking facilities. If taking
MBTA, venue is near Ruggles station.

For more information about the
panel discussion, contact NAASR at
617-489-1610 or hq@naasr.org.

A Historical Encounter

Continued from page 3

existence as Christian Armenians."

Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian, Chair-
man of the Central Committee of the
Union of Armenian Evangelical
Churches in the Near East and Presi-
dent of Haigazian University, thanked
His Holiness for this occasion and
emphasized that it is the love of Christ
and the need of our nation that brings
us together. "Haigazian University,
which is engaged in preparing our
young people to serve our nation in the
Homeland and the Diaspora, is in need
of your prayerful support" and con-
cluded with the need to cooperate for
the welfare of our youth.

His Eminence, the Primate of the
Western Diocese, Archbishop Hovnan
Derderian who played a major role in
this event, welcomed His Holiness and
the audience and invited him to the
podium. The Catholicos, who spoke
extemporaneously, was very frank
with the audience. He acknowledged
that in the past there have been some

reservations but "the fact that I am
here today with my Evangelical broth-
ers is proof of the absence of obstacles
for the preaching of the Gospel in
Armenia. Spreading the light of the
Gospel does not mean forming a sepa-
rate denomination but strengthening
one another." He welcomed this op-
portunity to be together and to build a
relationship based on a sincere Chris-
tian foundation, to break the ice be-
tween the two churches and to have
one vision. "Together, we should work
for the welfare of our country," the
Pontiff added, "pray for us to live and
work in love and to build Armenia,
Artsakh, and the Diaspora in order to
face our future challenges together."

The evening concluded in a warm
atmosphere of Christian brotherhood
with the promise of continuing dialogue.

In addition to our gracious hosts,
Albert and Tove Boyajian, AMAA ex-
tends thanks to the evening's Organiz-
ing Committee: Elizabeth Agbabian, Dr.
Ani Darakjian, Sona Khanjian, Arsine
Phillips, and Helga Sarkis.
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$42 Million Expansion of the California
Armenian Home to Be Unveiled in December

FRESNO -- The Board of Direc-
tors of the California Armenian Home
is excited to announce that its $42
million expansion project, The Vine-
yards, is nearing completion. Core
construction is finished and final ameni-
ties will be installed through the end of
the year. The retirement community is
currently the largest privately funded
construction project of its kind in
California’s Central Valley, and the
newest hospitality-inspired continuing
care community to be built in the
Fresno/Clovis region.

The Armenian community rallied
together over six decades ago to en-
sure that a senior living community
was available for all those in need with
the construction of the California Ar-
menian Home. That giving spirit con-
tinues today with The Vineyards,
where the generous contribution of the
S Barre Paul and Sue Garabedian Paul
Trust serves as a foundation for the
multitude of donors that continues to
grow through philanthropy and
volunteerism, which is grounded in a
commitment of senior care for all cul-
tures.

The Vineyards at the California
Armenian Home sits adjacent to its
flagship community within the lush
40-acre grounds originally donated and
built by the local Armenian community
in 1952. The expansion spans over
174,000 square feet of maintenance
and worry-free independent living,
assisted living and memory care ac-
commodations, offering a continuum
of senior living lifestyle and care for
residents. The Santa Barbara-style ar-
chitecture features spacious residences
that have been designed to maximize
the light and warmth of the maturely-
grown, park-like setting and offer ev-
ery amenity imaginable.

The luxury living community will
soon be unveiled for seniors over the
age of 60 with the first residents ex-
pected to move in during January 2018.
The community features 12 resort-
style independent living villas with two
car garages, 60 spacious independent
living apartments, and 50 assisted liv-
ing and 36 memory care apartments -
all of which provide for a continuum
of care with no buy-in requirement.

The expansion has been beauti-
fully designed to tie in with the existing
plush gardens, open park space, foun-
tains, large outdoor pavilionand AACL
Hall already featured as part of the
California Armenian Home commu-
nity; a series of pathways serve to

enhance the walkability of the grounds,
combining existing areas with the newly
designed villas and apartments. Details
such as graceful curves and arches,
balconies, courtyards and patios, and
sheltered walkways for outdoor gath-
erings are prominent throughout the
grounds.

In addition to outdoor amenities,
residents at The Vineyards will enjoy a
creative arts studio, library, movie the-
ater, beauty salon, a fully-equipped
fitness center and an internet bistro.
Spacious education and activity cen-
ters will promote lifelong learning, as
well as health and wellness classes.
The multiple dining venues are de-
signed to offer fresh, creative cuisine
experiences prepared by a skilled culi-
nary team.

The entry to the main three-story
building features a magnificent center-
piece where a triple flag pole will fly
the American, Californian and Arme-
nian flags, a donation by Mimi Koligian
and family. The distinctive interior
design will honor the Armenian com-
munity, which has generously guaran-
teed a senior living community for
generations to come. Features include
custom designed floor medallions dis-
playing the Armenian alphabet, which
are artfully placed at the formal entry,
a gift from Bedrosians Tile & Stone, in
addition to a magnificent chandelier
donated by the James Ashjian family.
Also, the expansive promenade will
feature original oil on canvas paintings
created by internationally-renowned
artist Nikol Aghababyans. These six
pieces of artwork are now part of a
worldwide collection of notable indi-
viduals and institutions that includes
Valley Armenian Churches, Yosemite
and Kings Canyon National Parks, the
California Armenian Home, a Cactus
Garden in Fresno and a scene from the
San Francisco Golden Gate Bridge.

The California Armenian Home
and The Vineyards are overseen by
George Juarez, Executive Director,
who is a well-known and respected
40-year member of the team. Ren
Ramshaw is the Director of Sales and
Marketing and Melinda Arroyo is the
Assisted Living Manager, LVN for The
Vineyards. Reservations for residency
at The Vineyards are actively being
taken for the early 2018 opening, and
informational sessions are available for
those interested, including family mem-
bers, by contacting Ren Ramshaw at
(559) 899-9200 or
renr@vineyardslife.org .
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