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GATHERING
with
H.E. Archbishop Shahan
Sarkissian
Prelate of Aleppo &
President of the Central
Committee of “SHDAB”

Relief and Reconstruction
Organization”

Syrian Armenian Relief Fund (“SARF”)
With the participation of the Religious Leadership
of the Armenian Apostolic, Catholic and
Evangelical Churches

Cordially invite you to a

“Syrian-Armenian Emergency
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ODIHR Calls on Armenian Authorities to Combat
Vote Buying and Abuse of State Resources

YEREVAN — A team from the
OSCE Office for Democratic Institu-
tions and Human Rights (ODIHR) vis-
ited Yerevan from 29 November to 1
December 2017 to present the final
report of OSCE/ODIHR election ob-
servation mission for the 2 April parlia-
mentary elections in Armenia.

The report’s findings and rec-
ommendations were explored during
meetings and discussions with repre-
sentatives of the National Assembly,
Central Election Commission, political
parties, state authorities, civil society
and the international community. The
ODIHR team outlined potential areas
for further co-operation and proposed
concrete steps that can be taken by
various stakeholders to address the
recommendations.

The ODIHR team drew attention
to priority recommendations aimed at
addressing persisting issues of vote-
buying and abuse of state resources
with a view to strengthening public
confidence in the electoral process.

The report recommends, among
other things, undertaking inclusive and
timely electoral reforms to address
remaining gaps and ambiguities in the
law, including with regard to cam-
paigning, campaign finance regulations,
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the right to appeal and deadlines for
filing complaints. ODIHR noted that
further efforts are needed to remove
restrictions on the suffrage rights of
persons with disabilities and enhance
their access to voting procedures, to
increase women’s participation in elec-
tions and enhance the effectiveness of
election administration.

The majority of ODIHR inter-
locutors highlighted the need to ad-
dress the lack of public trust in the
electoral process in Armenia and
called on the political establishment
to demonstrate political will against
all forms of pressure on voters and
publicly discourage the buying and

Continued on page4

Armenian and Karabakh Presidents
Inspect Defense Army Military Exercise

STEPANAKERT — President
Serzh Sarkisian inspected new facili-
ties of Nagorno-Karabakh Defense
army and monitored its latest major
exercises during a weekend trip to the
NKR.

The exercises held just southeast
of Karabakh reportedly involved more
than a thousand soldiers, dozens of
tanks, armored vehicles and artillery
systems as well as what an Armenian
military official called a major “new
type of weapon.” They simulated de-
fensive and counteroffensive opera-
tions in the presence of Sarkisian,
Karabakh President Pako Sahakian,
Defense Minister Vigen Sargsian and
Armenia’s top army general, Movses

Hakobian.

“I am grateful to you,” a uni-
form-clad Sarkisian told the partici-
pating troops. “You have proved your
skills with today’s exercises. Rest as-
sured that you are thereby responding
to those who want to take away our
homeland and try to demonstrate their
might and wrest something from us.”

“We can and we will defend our
borders, we can and we will defend
our homeland,” he said in a speech.

The war games were held the day
after Sarkisian met with the top brass
of the Karabakh Defense Army in
Stepanakert. He was briefed on the

Continued on page4

Erdogan Blames Armenian Diaspora for
Closed Borders with Armenia

ANKARA -- Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has threatened
to oust Armenia from future regional
joint projects, Haberler reports.

In a speech at his ruling Justice
and Development party’s recent con-
ference, the Turkish leader com-
plained that “the official Yerevan
keeps the gates of friendship with
Turkey locked under the Armenian
Diaspora’s pressure”.

“As a result, Armenia is ousted
from regional transport and energy
projects. Moreover, itis plunging into
adeepeningisolation,” he said, noting
instead that Georgia, Armenia’s north-
ern neighbor, has successfully built
bridges between Turkey and the West,
and the Caucasus region and the
Middle East.

“These two examples are very

demonstrative,” Erdogan said. “Any-
one developing friendly ties with us
secures gains, while those holding
grudges suffer losses.”

Erdogan also appreciated
Ankara’s close cooperation with
Georgia and other countries in the
region, considering it a good sign
expressing "willingness to normal-
ize relations with the neighbors”.

Ankara is the one that has been
blocking the normalization of relations
with Yerevan, Armenia's deputy for-
eign minister Shavarsh Kocharian said
in response to Erdogan's accusations.
“The channels for normalisation of
relations with Turkey are well known.
Those are the Armenian-Turkish Pro-
tocols signed in Zurich, in 2009, as
well as their ratification,” Kocharian
stated.

ACA Urges Passage of Senate Bill 1615
Dream Act of 2017

GLENDALE -- On September 5,
2017 President Trump repealed the
Deferred Action for Childhood Arriv-
als (DACA). DACA has provided legal
protection for 800,000 immigrants who
were brought to the United States as
children by their families. Repealing
DACA threatens to divide families, pull
children out of schools, and force
workers to quit their jobs.

The deadline that President
Trump has given to Congress to enact
a fix to DACA is March 5 of next year,
however for many DACA recipients,
that will be far too late as they are
already losing the ability to work and
are facing the threat of deportation. If
Congress does not act immediately,
approximately 8,000 Dreamers, each
week, will lose their ability to work
legally and become subject to immedi-
ate deportation early next year.

Congress has the authority —
and the duty — to provide changes to
the immigration laws. Both Presidents
Obama and Trump have said so. There-
fore, the Armenian Council of America
urges Congress to take action and
immediately pass S. 1615, the Devel-
opment, Relief, and Education for Alien
Minors Act, also known as the Dream
Act.

The Dream Act, as currently
written, requires beneficiaries to meet
the following requirements:

- Entered the United States under
the age of 18;

- Entered four years prior to en-
actment and has since been continu-
ously present;

- Has not been convicted of a
crime where the term of imprisonment
was more than a year, or convicted of
three or more offenses for which the
aggregate sentence was 90 days or
more (with an exception for offenses
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which are essential to a person’s im-
migration status); and

- Has been admitted to an institu-
tion of higher education, has gradu-
ated high school or obtained a GED, or
is currently enrolled in secondary
school or a program assisting students
to obtain a diploma or GED.

In addition, anyone who has
DACA would be immediately granted
Conditional Permanent Resident (CPR)
status.

Anyone who maintains CPR sta-
tus can obtain lawful permanent resi-
dence (LPR status or a “green card”)
by satisfying one of the following re-
quirements:

- Higher education: Complete at
least two years of higher education;

- Military service: Complete at
least two years of military service with
an honorable discharge; or

- Work: Demonstrate employ-
ment over a total period of three years.

Individuals who cannot meet one
of these requirements can apply for a
“hardship waiver” if the applicant is a
person with disabilities, a full-time
caregiver of a minor child, or for
whom removal would cause extreme

Continued on page4
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Turkey’s Minorities Fear Being Used as
Pawns — Garo Paylan

DFA Presents Concepts for Noah
Ethnographic District

—

ISTANBUL -- Minorities in Tur- 4 oo

key worry that they could again be
pawns of shadowy forces that seek to
exploit the country’s current discon-
tents, Garo Paylan, Isatanbul Arme-
nian MP from from oppositin HDP,
told Al-Monitor.

The comments come after van-
dals targeted several Alevi homes in
eastern Turkey. Late last week, assail-
ants painted an ominous red “X”’ on 13
homes in the predominantly Alevi dis-
trict of Cemal Gursel in Malatya, a
conservative city of nearly 800,000
people, said the head of a local Alevi
group, adding police had yet to make
any arrests.

Two days after the Alevi homes
were vandalized, an Armenian church
association was pelted with stones
when the office was empty.

Only a few dozen Armenians still
live in Malatya; they made up a third of
its inhabitants before genocide during
World War I annihilated the country’s
Armenian population. Garo Paylan’s
family is originally from Malatya.

Minorities worry that they could
again be pawns of shadowy forces
that seek to exploit the country’s cur-
rent discontents, said Garo Paylan, an

HDP lawmaker and an ethnic Arme-
nian. His family is originally from
Malatya.

“They [minorities] remember
what happened to their grandparents,
or even their mothers and fathers, and
they know that it is in the current kind
of environment that crimes can oc-
cur,” he told Al-Monitor.

“I’'m not saying that the AKP
[ruling Justice and Development Party]|
wants that to happen. Some powers
use minorities as a form of manipula-
tion against each other [knowing]
people are biased against these identi-
ties,” he said.

Top Armenian General Forced to Quit Army

YEREVAN -- One of Armenia’s
most influential army generals was
sacked on Tuesday after being pub-
licly rebuked by Defense Minister Vigen
Sargsian.

President Serzh Sarkisian re-
lieved Lieutenant-General Haykaz
Baghmanian of his duties as deputy
chiefofthe Armenian army’s General
Staff just hours after the extraordi-
nary criticism.

Speaking to reporters, Sargsian
said Baghmanian has asked to be dis-
charged from the military “at my urg-
ing.” He accused the latter of failure to
comply with unspecified “working
agreements” which is “incompatible
with further joint service.” The minis-
ter did not elaborate.

Baghmanian has held the position
since 2009. The former Soviet army
officer had previously commanded
two of Armenia’s army corps.

Baghmanian has long been under
media spotlight because of his reported
business interests and lavish lifestyle
that raised questions about his integ-
rity. He has also been occasionally
dogged by controversy.

Last year, for example, an en-
trepreneur from the eastern Arme-
nian town of Martuni alleged that
Baghmanian has gained ownership of
one of his businesses by fraudulent
means. The general denied the alle-
gation. The business in question, a
liquefied gas station, is now run by
his 28-year-old son.

In 2010, the Hetq.am investi-
gative publication reported that
Baghmanian was spotted at a re-
quiem service held for a deceased

crime figure.

Hakob Badalian, a Yerevan-
based political analyst, suggested that
by openly attacking and forcing
Baghmanian to quit Sargsian sought
to demonstrate that he has sufficient
authority over the military.

“This is a signal to foreign pow-
ers, the Armenian public and the ruling
clique regarding Vigen Sargsian’s po-
litical clout in the armed forces,”
Badaliantold RFE/RL’s Armenian ser-
vice (Azatutyun.am).

Sargsian, 42, is widely regarded a
protégé and potential successor of Presi-
dent Sarkisian. He was the chief of the
presidential staff before being appointed
as defense minister just over a year ago.

Meeting senior military officials
in late October, Sarkisian pledged to
“modernize” Armenia’s army through
a seven-year plan of actions which he
said will be launched less than three
months before he completes his final
presidential term in April.

YEREVAN -- The Development
Foundation of Armenia (DFA) has re-
ceived concepts for Noah Ethnographic
District from four leading companies
and has presented them to experts for
opinions. The electronic versions of all
4 projects, as well as the questioner for
opinions are available here.

“Noah” ethnographic district in-
vestment project is a development ini-
tiative which intends to create a themed,
mixed-use scheme on a site of 10-15ha
in the geographical center of Yerevan.
The vision for the scheme is to create
an authentic town-village that unites
the architecture of the Armenian prov-
inces and cities. The district is antici-
pated to bring together not only the
architectural traditions, but also the
drinks, foods and crafts from these
regions creating a unique tourism des-
tination.

The opinions of ethnographers,
architects, tourism specialists and the
larger public will be gathered and pre-

sented to the investors, after which the
winning company will be selected.

The bidders include American
AECOM, British ARUP, Lebanese
ERGA and American SWA companies,
which all have 30-60 years of success-
ful experience in tourism destination
development all over the world.

DFA CEO Armen Avak Avakian
noted: “The district that will be con-
structed in Yerevan within the scope
of'this investment project will increase
Armenia’s tourism diversity and at-
tractiveness. As per business logic of
the project, after getting acquainted
with the culture and architecture of
Gyumri or Lori, for instance, the tour-
ists will become more eager to visit the
regions and explore more.”

Earlier, the Chairman of the Board
of Trustees ofthe DF A Karen Karapetyan
announced about the construction of the
district which, based on preliminary cal-
culations, will bring around $150 mln
investment to Armenia.

880,000 Armenians Live Below
Official Poverty Line

YEREVAN --Poverty in Armenia
continued to fall slowly last year de-
spite sluggish economic growth, the
National Statistical Service (NSS) said
on Tuesday.

In an annual report, the govern-
ment agency said 29.4 percent of Ar-
menians lived below the official pov-
erty line as of the end of 2016, down
from 29.8 percent in 2015.

The poverty line is set at almost
40,900 drams ($85) per month. The
NSS regards as “very poor” over a
third of some 880,000 Armenians
whose average monthly income did
not exceed that figure. Another 54,000
people are considered “extremely
poor,” NSS officials said as they pre-
sented the report to journalists in
Yerevan.

Adrine Babloyan ofthe Yerevan
office of the United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) also spoke at the
news conference. Babloyan expressed
concern over the fact that at 34.2
percent the poverty rate among Ar-
menian children was still above the
nationwide average. And it did not
shrink considerably in 2016, she said.

Poverty fell more rapidly during
an almost a decade of double-digit
economic growth in Armenia that came
to an end with the onset of a global
financial crisis in late 2008. It stood at

27.6 percent at that time but soared to
almost 36 percent in 2010, one year
after the country’s Gross Domestic
Product shrunk by over 14 percent.

Economic growth has been mod-
est since then. It all but ground to a halt
in2016 but seems to have significantly
accelerated this year. NSS data re-
leased in recent months suggests that
the Armenian economy is now on
course to expand by at least 4 percent.

Senior government officials have
said that rapid poverty reduction is con-
tingent on an economic growth rate of at
least 5 percent. Prime Minister Karen
Karapetian’s cabinet set this annual
growth target in its five-year policy
programapproved by parliament in June.

The 120-page program says that
sustained faster growth will cut pov-
erty to about 18 percent by 2022.

Using a different methodology,
the World Bank has recorded lower
poverty rates in Armenia. According
to it, just under 25 percent of Arme-
nians lived in poverty in 2016. In a
report released in May, the bank fore-
cast that the poverty rate will fall to
22.2 percent in 2019.

The NSS currently estimates the
average monthly wage in the country
at just over 190,000 drams ($394).The
official rate of unemployment exceeds
20 percent.
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Richard Hovannisian’s Kharpert Volume
Published in Turkish

ISTANBUL -- Aras Publishers
has announced the publication of
Harput, the third volume in Turkish
translation from the UCLA Confer-
ence series on Historic Armenian Cit-
ies and Provinces, organized by Pro-
fessor Richard G. Hovannisian be-
tween 1997 and 2009

.The original English language
volume is titled Armenian Tsopk/
Kharpert, consisting of fifteen chap-
ters on various aspects of the region’s
history from antiquity to the years of
genocide and final expulsions to 1930.

Volumes previously published in
Turkish by Aras include Van and Bitlis
ve Mus, and the publishers announce
the intent to translate successively all
fourteen volume in the series for the
Turkish-reading public.

Richard Hovannisian stated: “I
am deeply gratified that the fourteen
volumes growing out of the UCLA
conferences and published in English
under my editorship by Mazda Pub-

TARIHI KENTLER VE ERMENILER

HARPUT

EDITOR: RICHARD G, HOVANNISIAN

INGTLIZCEDEN CEVIREN: 2{TLAL KILIC

lishers in the United States are now
being made available in Turkish by
Aras Publishers in Istanbul. I regard
this as a significant and hopefully posi-
tive development.”

Ambassador Samantha Power Joins the
Aurora Prize Selection Committee

NEW YORK -- The Aurora Hu-
manitarian Initiative announces Former
United States Ambassador to the United
Nations Samantha Power as the new-
est member of the Aurora Prize for
Awakening Humanity Selection Com-
mittee. As a part of the Selection Com-
mittee, Ambassador Power will join
the other esteemed humanitarians, hu-
man rights activists and former heads
of state to determine future recipients
for the annual $1.1 million Aurora
Prize.

“We are very excited to welcome
Ambassador Power to the Aurora Prize
Selection Committee. With hernotable
experience on the world stage, she has
made great strides in aiding those in the
developing world and standing up for
the most vulnerable members of our
global community,” said Noubar
Afeyan, co-founder of the Aurora Hu-
manitarian Initiative. “With her unpar-
alleled expertise in human rights around
the world, we are honored that she will
review Aurora Prize nominations and
help shape the future of the Aurora
Prize.”

Ambassador Samantha Power
served as the 28th U.S. Permanent
Representative to the United Nations
and as amember of President Obama’s
cabinet, and became known as one of
the country’s foremost thinkers on
foreign policy. Prior to her work at the
United Nations, she served on the U.S.
National Security Council as Special
Assistant to the President and Senior
Director for Multilateral Affairs and
Human Rights, where she focused on
atrocity prevention, United Nations
reform, LGBT and women’s rights
and the promotion of religious free-
dom, among other issues. She also
authored the Pulitzer Prize-winning
book, "A Problem from Hell: America
and the Age of Genocide.” Given her
influential work in human rights and
democracy, she has been recognized
several times over, including as one of
TIME’s “100 Most Influential People”

and Foreign Policy’s “Top 100 Global
Thinkers.”

“The Aurora Prize and its laure-
ates recognize that, while it is essential
to remember past atrocities, we each
have the power to assist those who are
saving lives in the present,” said Am-
bassador Power. “I take great pride in
being part of the Prize’s Selection
Committee, which seeks to honor those
who make great sacrifices to help
others, and who find a way to mobilize
human kindness and persevere amid
steep odds.”

She will join current Aurora
Prize Selection Committee members
Nobel Laureates Oscar Arias, Shirin
Ebadi and Leymah Gbowee; former
president of Ireland Mary Robinson;
former president of Mexico Ernesto
Zedillo; human rights activist Hina
Jilani; Director of the Institute of
Global Health Innovation at Imperial
College London Lord Ara Darzi;
President Emeritus of the Interna-
tional Crisis Group and former for-
eign minister of Australia Gareth
Evans; Medecins sans Frontieres
Founder Bernard Kouchner; Presi-
dent of Carnegie Corporation of New
York Vartan Gregorian; and Acad-
emy Award-winning actor and hu-
manitarian George Clooney.
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Yektan Turkyilmaz Appointed as
Kazan Visiting Professor in Spring 2018

FRESNO -- Armenian Studies
Program Coordinator Prof. Barlow Der
Mugrdechian announced Dr. Yektan
Tirkyilmaz has been appointed the
14th Henry S. Khanzadian Kazan Vis-
iting Professor in Armenian Studies at
Fresno State for the Spring 2018 se-
mester. The Kazan Visiting Professor-
ship was established through a gener-
ous endowment established by Henry
S. Kazan. Dr. Richard Hovannisian
was appointed as the first incumbent
to the position in Fall of 2000.

Dr. Tiirkyilmaz’s area of interest
is in the interplay between the political
and historical processes in producing
cultural meaning and collective identi-
ties. His research addresses collective
violence, social movements, trauma,
and the politics of historical memory in
the former territories of the Ottoman
Empire.

Dr. Tiirkyilmaz will be teaching a
three-unit course in the Spring Semes-
ter, “A Social, Cultural, and Political
History of Armenian Urbanism.” This
course will survey the social, political,
and cultural dynamics throughout the
Armenian Renaissance—1863-1918,
exploring urban life in the three Arme-
nian centers of modernization: Van,
Tiflis, and Constantinople. The semi-
nar will elaborate on various intellec-
tual trends and influences in these
three centers involving two empires.
This course gives a comparative and
multi-disciplinary perspective on the
trajectory of Armenian modernization
and its intellectual and cultural conse-
quences.

The course aims to offer stu-
dents an assessment of the Ottoman
Armenian communities on the eve of
the catastrophe, providing them with a
solid and critical understanding of the
antecedents of the Genocide.

Dr. Tirkyilmaz completed his
doctoral dissertation on “Rethinking
Genocide: Violence and Victimhood in
Eastern Anatolia, 1913-1915” at Duke
University in 2011. The dissertation is
a study of the essential role of dis-
courses of victimhood in fueling eth-
nic conflict, and even, genocide. At
the intersection of anthropology, po-
litical science and history, the project
sheds new light on the always conten-
tious and sometimes violent ethno-
territorial struggles among Turks,
Kurds and Armenians over the region
of Eastern Anatolia dating back to the
mid-19th century.

Drawing on three years of multi-
sited archival, library and ethnographic
research, he traced the historical tra-
jectory of the conflict, and how com-
peting conceptions of victimhood have
emerged and circulated in the decades
before the Armenian Genocide.

As part of his duties, Dr.
Tirkyilmaz will give three public lec-
tures:

1) “Armenian Political Organiza-
tions/Community Institutions and the
Ottoman State During the Second Con-
stitutional Period (1908-1915)”;

2) Armenians on Records: Music
Production from Homeland to
Diasporas (1900-1938)”; and

3) “Collective Anxiety and Com-
petition from Justice: The Mysterious
Murder Case of Melkon Mir-Sakoyan
in Van, September 1913.”

The first lecture will address the
radical shift of political hierarchy within
the Armenian community of Van, and
will demonstrate how a new matrix of
power relations emerged vis-a-vis Ar-
menian organizations’ respective con-
nections with the Committee of Union
and Progress, undermining the status
of the Armenian Patriarchate.

Lecture two will explore the pro-
duction of Armenian 78 RPM record-
ings in the Ottoman Empire (1900-
1922), as compared with those pro-
duced in the United States.

His talk will address how the
Genocide in the homeland and other
political upheavals resonated in the
records released in the diaspora.

Hunchakian party activist dentist
Melkon Mir-Sakoyan was murdered
under mysterious circumstances in
1913. Lecture three will focus on the
background of that murder, with in-
formation drawn from official Otto-
man documents, Armenian newspa-
pers, and memoirs.

Dr. Tiirkyilmaz has completed
post-doctoral research fellowships at
Forum Transregionale Studien in Ber-
lin, Germany, and at Duke University’s
Department of Cultural Anthropology.

Dr. Tirkyilmaz has conducted
his dissertation fieldwork in Turkey,
Armenia, the United States, and Aus-
tria and has taught courses at Bilgi
University, Sabanci University, and
Duke University among others.

He is fluent in Turkish, English,
Armenian, Kurdish, and Ottoman
Turkish.

The Aurora Prize, now in its third
year, was founded on behalf of the
survivors of the Armenian Genocide
and in gratitude to their saviors.

The Selection Committee con-
vened in Berlin, Germany on De-
cember 4, 2017 to review nomina-
tions from this year’s process,
which gathered 750 submissions
from 115 countries.

The 2018 Aurora Prize finalists
will be announced on April 24, 2018,

the day of commemoration of the
Armenian Genocide in 1915. The Au-
rora Prize, established on behalf of
the survivors of the Armenian Geno-
cide and in gratitude to their saviors,
provides the laureate with a $100,000
grant and the opportunity to continue
the cycle of giving by nominating
organizations to receive a $1,000,000
award. The third annual Prize will be
announced on June 10, 2018, at a
ceremony in Armenia.
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Chris Cornell’s ‘The Promise’ Nominated
for Grammy Awards

NEW YORK -- Chris Cornell,
who was the lead singer of Seattle-
based band Soundgarden until his death
earlier this year, was nominated on
Tuesday for a 2018 Grammy Award
for his original song “The Promise.”

The song, which is nominated in
the Best Rock Performance category,
was the title track of the Armenian
Genocide film “The Promise.”

Cornell wrote and performed the
‘Promise’ song for the eponymous
movie on the Armenian Genocide.
Speaking about the movie, he said:
"That was one of the things that was
important to me, was not just telling a
century-old story, but telling that story
because it's happening today," he said.
"We need to be aware that these things
happen now. We need to kind of be
slapped in the face with the fact that,
as horrendous as this was a century
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"The Sins of the Fathers: Turkish Denialism
and the Armenian Genocide”

ago, in many parts of the world we
haven't gotten anywhere."

On November 14 the “Promise”
song was honored with the inaugural
“Promise” Award of the Los Angeles
Committee of Human Rights Watch.

Tigran Mansurian and Constantine Orbelian
Get Grammy Nominations

NEW YORK -- Armenian com-
poser Tigran Mansurian’s Requiem has
been nominated for Grammy Awards
in two categories — Best Choral Per-
formance and Best Contemporary Clas-
sical Composition.

Tigran Mansurian’s producer, the
founder of ECM Records Manfred
Eicher has been nominated for the
Grammy Award for Producer of the
Year, Classical.

Mansurian’s ‘Requiem’ is dedi-
cated to the memory of the Armenian
Genocide victims. Co-commissioned
by the Munich Chamber Orchestra and
the RIAS Choir Berlin, the composi-
tion is a combination of ancient Arme-
nian religious and secular music with
the Latin Requiem text.

Conductor Constantine Orbelian

has also been nominated for Grammy
in the “Best Classical Solo Vocal
Album” category for his role in the
late Russian opera singer Dmitri
Hvorostovsky’s latest album “Rus-
sia Cast Adrift.”

Orbelian conducted the St. Pe-
tersburg State Symphony Orchestra
and the Russian folk music ensemble
Style of Five for Dmitri Hvorostovsky’s
album.

“Russia Cast Adrift” is the world
premiere orchestral recording of neo-
romantic composer Georgy Sviridov’s
song cycle set to the vivid and moving
poetry of Sergei Yesenin.

The 60th annual Grammy
Awards will held at Madison Square
Garden in New York City on Jan.
28, 2018.

Armenian and Karabakh Presidents

Continued from page 1

current situation along the Armenian-
Azerbaijani “line of contact” around
Karabakh. It has been relatively calm
in recent weeks.

In a separate statement released
on Monday, the Karabakh Armenian
army said Sarkisian also visited a num-
ber of its unspecified facilities and
familiarized himself with “novelties
created with the aim of countering the
enemy in a more effective manner.” It
did not elaborate.

Sarkisian travelled to Karabakh
less than a week before planned fresh

talks between the Armenian and
Azerbaijani foreign ministers. They will
try to build on some progress that was
reportedly made at Sarkisian’s most
recent meeting with Azerbaijani Presi-
dent Ilham Aliyev held in Geneva on
October 16.

Rightafter that summit, Sarkisian
and Aliyev pledged to intensify the
Karabakh peace process and bolster
the ceasefire regime in the conflict
zone. The U.S., Russian and French
mediators announced in the Swiss city
that they will soon hold follow-up
“working sessions” with the two for-
eign ministers.

The Sins

THE SINS OF THE FATHERS:
Turkish Denialism and the
Armenian Genocide

Siobhan Nash-Marshall

Mary T. Clark Chair of Christian Philosophy,
Manhattanville College

Sunday, December 10, 2017, 4:00 p.m.
Ararat-Eskijian Museum-Sheen Chapel
15105 Mission Hills Road, Mission Hills, CA

by

MISSION HILLS -- The Ararat-
Eskijian-Museum and The National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) present
"The Sins of the Fathers: Turkish
Denialism and the Armenian Geno-
cide” by Siobhan Nash-Marshall Mary
T. Clark Chair of Christian Philoso-
phy, Manhattanville Collegeon Sunday
December 10, 2017 at 4PM, Ararat-
Eskijian Museum/ Sheen Chapel,
15105 Mission Hills Rd. Mission Hills
CA 91345.

In 1915 the government of the
Ottoman Empire began systematically
torip Western Armenians off the lands
where their ancestors had lived since
time immemorial. It ordered that Ar-
menian men be murdered, and the
Armenian women, children, and grand-
parents be deported into areas of Syria
declared unfit for human life. Most of
the Armenians who managed to sur-
vive the death march were slaughtered
there. In The Sins of the Fathers—the
first partin The Betrayal of Philosophy
trilogy—Dr. Siobhan Nash-Marshall
connects the total disregard of fact
and people, of lands and history that

informed the Armenian Genocide and
Turkish denial to what is today in-
forming our world and culture.

Siobhan Nash-Marshall holds the
Mary T. Clark Chair of Christian Phi-
losophy at Manhattanville College.
Author of many academic books and
articles on metaphysics and the prob-
lem of evil, she also has written books
and articles for the general public—
Joan of Arc: A Spiritual Biography and
What It Takes to be Free: Religion and
the Roots of Democracy.

In recent years, Nash-Marshall
has devoted a lot of attention to geno-
cide and genocide negationism. The
Sins of the Fathers is her first book-
length treatment of the topic. After the
breakout of the war in Syria, Nash-
Marshall and some friends founded the
Christians In Need Foundation (CINF),
through which they attempt to help the
ancient Christian cultures of the world
which are presently in peril.

For more information contact the
Ararat-Eskijian Museum at (747) 500-
7585 or eskijian@ararat-eskijian-
museum.com, or NAASR at (617) 489-
1610 or hg@naasr.org.

ODIHR Calls on Armenian Authorities

Continued frompage 1

selling of votes.

“While acknowledging stakehold-
ers’ willingness to engage in a mean-
ingful process to implement the elec-
toral recommendations, broad and in-
clusive consultation is needed for a
successful reform process,” said
Donald Bisson, Deputy Head of the
ODIHR election observation mission,
during the visit.

“ODIHR stands ready to offer its
support in implementing the recom-
mendations, including through a re-
view of amendments to electoral legis-
lation, advice on good practices and
matters of technical implementation,”
said Alexander Shlyk, Head of the
ODIHR Elections Department.

AllOSCE participating States have
committed themselves to promptly
follow up on ODIHR election assess-
ments and recommendations.

ACA Urges Passage of Senate Bill 1615

Continued frompage 1

hardship to a U.S. citizen spouse, par-
ent, or child.

After maintaining LPR status for
five years, an individual can apply to
become a U.S. citizen.

According to the Migration
Policy Institute, as many as 3.4 million
individuals would qualify under the
2017 version of the Dream Act, and
over 1.5 million would eventually ob-
tain a green card.

As children and grandchildren
of Armenian Americans, whose an-
cestors faced hardship due to being
immigrants during and after the Arme-
nian Genocide, ACA believes that
United States Congress should at the

very least pass the Dream Act and
uphold the American dream for those
immigrant youth who continue to up-
hold the ideals of freedom, equality,
and opportunity, traditionally held to
be available to every American, citizen
or not — who labor each day to make
this nation a more perfect union that
can live up to the liberties enshrined in
its founding documents.

The Armenian Council of
America is committed to promoting
the civic and civil rights interests of
the Armenian American community.
ACA aims to achieve these goals
through education, community or-
ganization, leadership development,
and coalition-building with diverse
communities.
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MEDICARE

Since 1975, we have proudly

DENTAL & VISION

served our community’s
insurance needs.

Call us today!

(818) 500 9585
(818) 269 0909
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The Sins
of the Fathers

AND

Present

THE ARARAT ESKIJIAN MUSEUM

THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR ARMENIAN STUDIES
AND RESEARCH (NAASR)

THE SINS OF THE FATHERS:

Turkish Denialism and the
Armenian Genocide

by

Siobhan Nash-Marshall

Mary T. Clark Chair of Christian Philosophy,
Manhattanville College

Sunday, December 10, 2017, 4:00 p.m.
Ararat-Eskijian Museum-Sheen Chapel
15105 Mission Hills Road, Mission Hills, CA

culture.

In 1915 the government of the Ottoman Empire began systematically to rip Western Armenians off
the lands where their ancestors had lived since time immemorial. It ordered that Armenian men be
murdered, and the Armenian women, children, and grandparents be deported into areas of Syria
declared unfit for human life. Most of the Armenians who managed to survive the death march were
slaughtered there. In The Sins of the Fathers—the first part in The Betrayal of Philosophy trilogy —Dr.
Siobhan Nash-Marshall connects the total disregard of fact and people, of lands and history that
informed the Armenian Genocide and Turkish denial to what is today informing our world and

Siobhan Nash-Marshall holds the Mary T. Clark Chair of Christian Philosophy at Manhattanville
College. Author of many academic books and articles on metaphysics and the problem of evil, she also
has written books and articles for the general public—Joan of Arc: A Spiritual Biography and What It
Takes to be Free: Religion and the Roots of Democracy. In recent years, Nash-Marshall has devoted a lot of
attention to genocide and genocide negationism. The Sins of the Fathers is her first book-length
treatment of the topic. After the breakout of the war in Syria, Nash-Marshall and some friends
founded the Christians In Need Foundation (CINF), through which they attempt to help the ancient
Christian cultures of the world which are presently in peril.

For information about the event please contact (747) 500-7585 or
Eskijian @ Ararat-eskijian-museum.com
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Garine Depoyan

626-755-4773
554 N. Chester Ave Pasadena, Ca. 91106
ghdepoyan@gmail.com
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