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DISABILITY

Bedros & Siamanto

805 EAST BROADWAY, GLENDALE, CA 91205

MARONIAN

SERVICES

INSURANCE

CA Insurance Lic. #0494056 / #0C99815
MARONIANINSURANCE.COM

Since 1975, we have proudly

served our com munit}f’s
insurance needs.

(818) 500 9585
(818) 269 0909

Call us today!
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Yerevan Reaffirms Plans To Scrap
Turkish-Armenian Accords

N, 10 Octobe

2009

Signing of Armenia-Turkey Protocols, Zurich October 2009

ATHENS (RFE/RL) -- Foreign
Minister Edward Nalbandian reaffirmed
Armenian government’s intention to
formally annul U.S.-brokered agree-
ments to normalize Armenia’s rela-
tions with Turkey, citing Ankara’s
“groundless preconditions” for their
implementation.

The two protocols signed in
Zurich in October 2009 committed
Turkey and Armenia to establishing
diplomatic relations and opening their
border. Shortly after the high-profile
signing ceremony, Ankara made clear,
however, that Turkey’s parliament will
ratify the deal only if there is decisive
progress towards a resolution of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflictacceptable

to Azerbaijan.

The Armenian government re-
jected this precondition, arguing that
the protocols make no reference to the
conflict. The United States, the Euro-
pean Union and Russia have also re-
peatedly called for their unconditional
implementation by both sides.

President Serzh Sarkisian again
denounced Turkey’s stance when he
addressed the UN General Assembly in
September. “Given the absence of any
progress towards their implementa-
tion, Armenia will declare the two
protocols null and void,” he said. “We
will enter the spring of 2018 without

Continued on page4

Israel Should Have 'long ago Recognized
Genocide', says opposition party leader

JERUSALEM -- The Israeli oppo-
sition party Yesh Atid is going to submit
to the Knesset a bill a bill proposing the
official recognition of the Armenian
Genocide.

In a recent interview with
Armenpress, the party’s leader, Yair
Lapid, addressed the urgency of the
measure which he said Israel should
have adopted long ago as a sign of
acknowledging the historical fact.

The full interview is below

Mr Lapid, you have recently
announced that your Yesh Atid party
is going to submit an Armenian Geno-
cide recognition bill to the Knesset.
At what stage are the preparation
works of the bill and when do you plan
to submit it to the parliament?

The bill is written and we are in the
process of gathering signatures to sup-
port it from across the Knesset. We
would like for the bill to have the support
of as many Knesset Members as pos-
sible and believe we will be able to move
forward with it very soon.

Why does the State of Israel,
whichitselfsurvived the Holocaust, avoid
recognizing the Armenian Genocide?

Many Israeli leaders have person-
ally expressed their recognition of the
Armenian Genocide, which is a histori-
cal fact and recently the Knesset Educa-
tion Committee announced its recogni-
tion of the genocide as well. Previous
Israeli governments have avoided offi-
cially recognizing the Armenian Geno-
cide as a result of misguided strategic
calculations. It is something we should
have done long ago because above all it is

Continued onpage3

EU Hails ‘Historic’ Deal With Armenia

A senior member of the European
Parliament on Wednesday stressed the
significance of Armenia’s new agree-
ment with the European Union, saying
that it will help to put the country in a
“real position of strength.”

Sajjad Karim, the co-chairman of
the EU-Armenia Parliamentary Coop-
eration Committee, described the Com-
prehensive and Enhanced Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) signed last month as
a“historic milestone” in Armenia’s rela-
tions with the EU. He said it laid the
groundwork for deepening those ties.

The CEPA also set Armenians ona
“really fantastic journey in developing
and moving forward with a vision of the
sort of country they wish to develop for
themselves,” Karim told a news confer-
ence in Yerevan. “And we will support
that,” he said after a regular session of
the committee comprising European and
Armenian lawmakers.

“What we are witnessing here with
the CEPA is that Armenia doing some-
thing completely new,” Karim said, ar-
guing that it is the first member of the
Russian-led Eurasian Economic Union
(EEU) to have negotiated such a deal
with the EU.

“Armenia is showing that it is able
to make its own decisions as a sovereign
state through a very clear recognition of
its future aspirations whilst also accom-
modating its own geography as well.
And this places Armeniain areal position
of strength,” added the British parlia-
mentarian affiliated with Britain’s ruling
Conservative Party.

Citing “common values” shared
by Armenia and the EU, the CEPA com-
mits the Armenian government to imple-
menting political reforms and “approxi-
mating” national economic laws and

Continued on page3

Glendale City Council Unanimously
Approves Central Park Framework
Featuring Armenian American Museum

GLENDALE-The Glendale City
Council unanimously approved the
design principles forareimagined Cen-
tral Park including the future down-
town Glendale site of the Armenian
American Museum, marking a major
milestone for the historic project.

The City of Glendale’s staff and
urban design firm, SWA, presented
their proposal for the Central Park
block at the Glendale City Council
meeting on Tuesday, December 5,
2017. SWA envisions anew prominent
gathering space in the heart of
Glendale’s Arts and Entertainment Dis-
trict with increased green and open
space, vibrant public amenities, and
diverse cultural programs. SWA’s pro-
posal calls for the creation of a new
Central Open Space that would con-
nect the Downtown Central Library,
Adult Recreation Center, and Arme-
nian American Museum as well as the
creation of a new Forest Park that
would feature a large forested park
space and children’s playground. New

and expanded paseos would provide
walking paths connecting the Central
Park block to Brand Boulevard and
The Americana at Brand.

Since May 2017, officials from
the City, SWA, and Museum have been
working collaboratively to develop a
unified vision for the downtown Glen-
dale site. Armenian American Museum
representatives expressed their sup-
port for the framework presented dur-
ing the Council meeting.

“Our City will benefit tremen-
dously from creating a space between
the Central Library, Armenian Ameri-
can Museum, and Adult Recreational
Center that will integrate its civic,
cultural, and senior facilities in the
Central Park block and create new
public spaces and recreational oppor-
tunities for our City and its residents,”
stated Museum Executive Committee
Chairman Berdj Karapetian.

“Just imagine what we are creat-

Continued on page4
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Armenia Opens Tax-Free Zone
on Iranian Border

December 23, 2017

Turkey and Azerbaijan
Top Jailers of Journalists in 2017

MEGHRI (RFE/RL) -- The Ar-
menian government inaugurated on Fri-
day a free economic zone on Armenia’s
border with Iran, saying that it will
attract more foreign investment in the
domestic economy and expand com-
mercial ties with the Islamic Republic.

Businesses operating in the zone
close to the southeastern Armenian
town of Meghri will be exempt from
virtually all types of taxes. They will be
allowed to engage in not only manu-
facturing but also trade, cargo trans-
port and even tourism.

Speaking at the opening ceremony,
Prime Minister Karen Karapetian indi-
cated that his government expects the
tax haven to attract Iranian companies
seeking to capitalize on Armenia’s tariff-
access to Russia’s market and privileged
trade regime with the European Union. It
will also allow other foreign investors to
do business with Iran, he said.

“I am sure that the free economic
zone has very good prospects,”
Karapetian told reporters. “But this is
just the beginning. We must now work
hard every day,” he added.

Minister for Economic Develop-
ment Suren Karayan, who also at-
tended the ceremony, said the govern-
ment anticipates that between 50 and
70 firms will set up shop in the tax
haven in the coming years. He said
their combined output should increase
Armenia’s exports by around $250
million annually.

Vahe Hakobian, the governor of
the Syunik province encompassing the
border area, estimated that this should

translate into 2,000 new jobs. “That
will definitely be an addition boost for
the socioeconomic development of our
region,” he said.

Hakobian also told journalists that
businesspeople from Georgia, Ukraine
and Belarus have already expressed
readiness to invest in the Meghri zone.
And a large delegation of Iranian gov-
ernment officials and entrepreneurs
will arrive in the provincial capital
Kapan on Wednesday, he added.

A separate statement released by
Karapetian’s press office said that the
business zone will be expanded by 70
hectares in the next few years.

The Armenian premier discussed
the upcoming launch of the zone with
Iranian officials during an official visit
to Tehran in October. He called on
Iranian firms to set up branches there.

Economic issues were also high
on the agenda of Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Mohammad Javad Zarif’s No-
vember 28 trip to Yerevan. Zarif ar-
rived with a large group of Iranian
businessmen who held a one-day con-
ference with fellow entrepreneurs from
Armenia.

“There are quite good opportuni-
ties for expanding economic relations
between the two countries,” Zarif said
after talks with his Armenian counter-
part Edward Nalbandian.

According to official Armenian
statistics, Armenian-Iranian trade stood
at a relatively modest $211 million in
the first ten months of this year. Iran
accounted for less than 5 percent of
Armenia’s overall foreign trade.

Student Leader Resumes Protests
Against New Law On Military Draft

YEREVAN -- An Armenian youth
activist went on hunger strike on Mon-
day in protest against the government’s
controversial decision to essentially
abolish temporary exemptions from
military service that have long been
enjoyed by many students of state-run
universities.

The activist, Davit Petrosian, was
one of the organizers of a series of
street demonstrations held by dis-
gruntled students this fall. The pro-
tests did not stop the Armenian parlia-
ment from passing a relevant govern-
ment bill.

Petrosian and several other pro-
testing students already went on hun-
ger strike on November 14. Although

the bill was passed in the second and
final reading the following day they
ended the protest and agreed to hold
talks with representatives of the gov-
ernment and the National Assembly.
The first such meeting took place
on November 22, with the protest
leaders submitting proposals relating
to an Armenian law on compulsory
military service. Government officials
insisted afterwards that the amended
law will not undergo more changes.
Announcing the fresh hunger
strike in a video message posted on the
Internet, Petrosian complained that the
government has refused to make any
major concessions. He dismissed gov-
ernment assurances that students

NEW YORK -- The Committee
to Protect Journalists (CPJ) says the
number of journalists imprisoned
worldwide has hit another new
record, which it says reflects a "dis-
mal failure by the international com-
munity to address a global crisis in
freedom of the press."

Inits annual survey of journalists
in jail published on December 13, the
New York-based media watchdog
found 262 journalists behind bars
around the world in relation to their
work, a new record after a historical
high of 259 last year.

The census accounts only for
journalists in government custody on
December 1, not those imprisoned and
released throughout the year or those
who have disappeared or are held cap-
tive by nonstate groups.

CPJ says that for the second
consecutive year more than half of
those jailed for their work are behind
bars in Turkey, China, and Egypt,
which are responsible forjailing 134 of
the total.

Despite releasing some journal-
ists in 2017, Turkey remains the
world’s worst jailer for the second
consecutive year, with 73 journalists
behind bars, compared with 81 last
year. Dozens more still face trial, and
fresh arrests take place regularly. In
several other cases in Turkey, CPJ
was unable to establish a link to jour-
nalism. Other press freedom groups
using a different methodology have
higher numbers. Every journalist CPJ
found jailed for their work in Turkey is
under investigation for, or charged
with, anti-state crimes, as was true of
last year’s census.

The crackdown on the Turkish
press that began in early 2016 and
accelerated after a failed coup attempt
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that July--which the government
blamed on an alleged terrorist organi-
zation led by exiled cleric Fethullah
Giilen--continued apace in 2017. Au-
thorities accused some journalists of
terrorist activity based solely on their
alleged use ofamessaging app, Bylock,
or bank accounts at allegedly Giilenist
institutions.

The top jailers of journalists also
include Azerbaijan, where 10 of them
were found behind bars.

There were five journalists in-
carcerated in both Iran and Russia,
four in Uzbekistan, and two in both
Kazakhstan and Pakistan.

The CPJ census shows that
Ukraine, Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan
each imprisoned one journalist.

CPJ says the United States and
other Western powers failed to pres-
sure these countries' leaderships into
improving the "bleak climate" for press
freedom.

"Far from isolating repressive
countries for their authoritarian be-
havior, the United States, in particular,
has cozied up to strongmen such as
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan and Chinese President Xi
Jinping," the group says.

At the same time, President
Donald Trump’s nationalistic rhetoric,
fixation on Islamic extremism, and
insistence on labeling critical media
“fake news” serves to reinforce the
framework of accusations and legal
charges that allow such leaders to
preside over the jailing of journalists.
Globally, nearly three-quarters of jour-
nalists are jailed on anti-state charges,
many under broad and vague terror
laws, while the number imprisoned on
a charge of “false news,” though mod-
est, rose to a record 21. The CPJ
report says.

boasting “remarkable achievements”
will be exempt from military service
on a case-by-case basis.

Draft-age male students having
government scholarships have until
now been allowed to perform the two-
year service after completing their
undergraduate or graduate studies.
Under the amended law, draft defer-
ments will be granted only to those
students who will agree to undergo
parallel military training and serve in
the Armenian army as officers for
three years after graduation.

Defense Minister Vigen Sargsian,
the key author of the controversial bill,

said during parliament debates in Oc-
tober that it would close a key loophole
for evading military service and re-
duce “corruption risks” among mili-
tary and university officials. He said
that less than one-fifth of recipients of
such deferments have eventually served
in the army.

Other officials argued that the
vast majority of male students have
already been drafted to the armed
forces in the past several years be-
cause of having to pay tuition fees.

The protesting students say the
new rules will prevent many students
from becoming scientists or scholars.
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Applications Now Open for Educational
Project “Zarmanazan”

Open to children and young adults from the
Armenian Diaspora, a variety of workshops
conducted in Armenian led by a team of
experienced facilitators, in the French Alps.

e Z,armmzan 20187

Innovative Western Armenian Summer Programme

Music | Theatre | Dance

Arts and crafts | Creative writing
Reading workshops | Games and sports
Debates | Field trips

In 2018 Zarmanazan, an innova-
tive Western Armenian summer
programme, will take place high up in
the mountains in the French-Swiss
Alps Region of France, from 15 July to
9 August. It will combine three inter-
connecting initiatives:

- A summer camp for children
ages 10-15.

- Anintensive university diploma
programme designed for Western Ar-
menian teachers in the Armenian
Diaspora, certified by the Institut Na-
tional des Langues et Civilisations
Orientales (INALCO), Paris.

- A summer creative programme
for young adults ages 16-24 which will
start on 12 July and run until 9 August.

Children and young adults will
participate in various activities adapted
to their age. These will include music,
theatre and dance workshops, arts
and crafts sessions, creative writing
and reading workshops, debates and
various games and sports. All activi-
ties will be conducted in Armenian,
and led by a team of talented expert
facilitators.

Zarmanazan is open to chil-
dren and young adults from the
Armenian Diaspora. The number of

spaces is limited: up to 40 partici-
pants ages 10-15, and up to 30
participants ages 16-24.

Please note that an intermediate
level of Armenian proficiency is re-
quired for the young adults group.

The intensive university diploma
programme is limited to 15 teachers
and it will combine expert direction
with practical training, interactive lec-
tures, the latest pedagogic approaches
and materials.

To apply and find out more infor-
mation visit: www.zarmanazan.com

Deadline for all applications: 22
January 2018, 23:00 GMT.

All applicants will be contacted
by 30 January 2018.

The Armenian Communities de-
partment of the Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation launched, in 2017, the edu-
cational project “Zarmanazan” as part
of'its Western Armenian revitalisation
programme. It is organised in partner-
ship with L’association Mille et un
Mondes (Lyon, France) and Institut
National des Langues et Civilisations
Orientales (INALCO)(Paris, France).
The Zarmanazan camp is certified by
the French Ministry of Youth and
Sports.

Israel Should Have Recognized Genocide

Continued from page 1

morally the right thing to do. With the
aggressive behavior of President Erdogan,
now there are no more excuses for any-
one to avoid doing the right thing.

After the Mavi Marmara crisis
the Turkish-Israeli relations again
entered a deadlock over the status of
Jerusalem. Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan voiced sharp-worded
statements addressed to Israel. What
is your evaluation of this kind of
statements by Ankara?

President Erdogan has decided to
use Israel to build up support in the

Islamic world, he is engaging in incite-
ment against Israel and is actively in-
volved in formenting trouble in the
region. He has played an active part in
cementing Iran’s position in Syria which
constitutes a direct threat to our secu-
rity. Israel needs to stand strong oppo-
site President Erdogan and make clear
that we are not intimidated by his rheto-
ric and threats. We will do what is right
for us and that includes recognizing the
historical fact of the Armenian Geno-
cide, increasing our support for the
rightful Kurdish campaign for indepen-
dence and cancelling the misguided idea
of a gas pipeline to Turkey.

EU Hails ‘Historic’ Deal With Armenia

Continued from page 1

regulations to those of the EU. Yerevan
will regularly report to Brussels on “the
progress made with regard to approxi-
mation” specified by several annexes to
the agreement. This “regulatory harmo-
nization” will cover business regulation,

agriculture, transport, environment, con-
sumer protection and even energy.

“Armenia willneed to demonstrate
that it has made progress in the areas
where we have jointly reached agree-
ments,” stressed Karim. That would
pave the way for more EU assistance to
Yerevan, he said.
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An Armenian Liturgical Connection
with Istanbul

BY FLORENCE AVAKIAN

NEW YORK -- What it means to
be a religious Armenian minority in
Turkey was the focus of Dr. Christo-
pher Sheklian’s eye-opening and fas-
cinating lecture on November 7, at the
Armenian Diocese (Eastern) before a
crowd of more than seventy.

The talk, sponsored by the Krikor
and Clara Zohrab Information Center
was introduced by its Director, the
Very Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan. The
evening’s speaker recently earned his
Ph.D in anthropology at the University
of Chicago and is currently a
Manoogian post-doctoral fellow at the
University of Michigan. He spent two
years in Istanbul from 2012 to 2104,
studying and reflecting on the “sense
of belonging that Armenians feel to-
ward Istanbul.”

Accompanying his talk with a
power point demonstration, Sheklian
who is also an ordained deacon of the
Armenian Church, recalled his days at
the St. Prgich hospital, where there is
a chapel on the grounds. “Every Sun-
day, I went to Badarak,” he said, call-
ing Armenian life in Turkey, “one of
the reminisces on the other side of the
Genocide.”

There are currently 60 to 70 thou-
sand Armenians in Turkey today, he
related, including those from Armenia,
as well as countless Islamized or “hid-
den” Armenians. And in Istanbul with
its population of 14 million, there are
five daily calls for Muslim prayer, a
recurring Islamic sound in the back-
ground of daily life. If you are Arme-
nian, “You can live there, but it’s not
your city,” Sheklian said.

Though Istanbul has been a home
to Armenians for centuries, they feel a
sense of exclusion. “They rarely speak
Armenian on the street, and many
churches are hidden behind high walls.
Still, most Armenians living there do
not feel segregated or discriminated
against. ‘Bolis’ is their home.”

SENSE OF BELONGING THROUGH
LITURGY

Sheklian suggested that the lit-
urgy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church, and the constant exposure to
Armenian hymns, “helps many Arme-
nians feel that they also belong. And
even though Armenians are a very

small minority, there are some Arme-
nian signs throughout the country.”
Outside of Istanbul, Armenian
life is encountered through its historic
ruins, the speaker indicated. “The
stones of Ani’s ruined churches and
monasteries have been incorporated
into people’s homes, and there is no
mention of Ani’s Armenian past on any
sign. Minorities don’t belong, or they
belong problematically. In the ghettos,
they exist in a state of paranoia. It was
a decade ago that noted journalist and
editor Hrant Dink was murdered.

DAY OF ARMENIANS SHAPED
BY LITURGY

“However, Armenian Istanbul is
not a ghetto,” the speaker declared.
“Armenians are everywhere. They go
to schools and hospitals. There are 36
Armenian churches in Istanbul. These
churches survived because there was
no mass deportation in Istanbul during
the Genocide due to international news
scrutiny. There is also a large Arme-
nian cemetery in the Shishli neighbor-
hood.

He revealed that Armenians en-
gage with the city through the peren-
nial cycles of the Armenian liturgy,
which also determines what the per-
son does depending on where one is.
Formany Armenians one’s day is shaped
by the liturgy.

The Armenian Church’s liturgy
changes its character and expression
based on ancientand predictable cycles
of musical tones that are analogous to,
but developed independently from the
more familiar western tones of
Gregorian chant. In this way, the young
scholar asserted, “Liturgical time is
pushed out of the church walls and
into the city. This creates a robust
liturgical life in Istanbul. And that is
how Armenians live their life,” he said
with emphasis. “This liturgical subject
has emerged as a minority mode of
belonging, so that not all of life is
paranoid. Thus, there are different
ways of being Armenian in Istanbul,”
the speaker declared to the awe-struck
crowd.

Following the lecture, a recep-
tion took place during which robust
conversations continued among the
attendees on this fresh and captivating
perspective of an ancient, unique and
precious Armenian community.
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Society for Armenian Studies Elects New
Executive Officers

FRESNO -- On Wednesday, De-
cember 6, 2017, the SAS Executive
Council held its first meeting. Ex-
ecutive Council officers were elected
with Bedross Der Matossian (Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln) as the
new SAS President. Also elected
were Vice-President Vartan
Matiossian (Armenian National Edu-
cation Committee, NY); Secretary
Khatchig Mouradian (Columbia Uni-
versity); Treasurer Vahe Sahakyan
(University of Michigan-Ann Arbor);
and advisors Alison Vacca (Univer-
sity of Tennessee-Knoxville), Barlow
Der Mugrdechian (California State
University, Fresno), and Arpi
Siyahian (NUtech Ventures-UNL).

On behalf of the SAS, Der
Matossian thanked the outgoing
President Barlow Der Mugrdechian
(California State University, Fresno)
and advisor Lilit Keshishyan (UCLA)
for their excellent work in advancing
the mission of SAS.

“After serving on the Executive
Council for more than a decade, it is
a great honor to have been elected as
the President for the Society for
Armenian Studies. I am looking for-
ward to work with a dynamic team
that brings new energy and spirit to
the organization” said Der Matossian.
“The SAS is one of the most impor-
tant international Armenian academic
organizations that foster the study
and the research of the field of Arme-
nian Studies. Since its foundation in
1974 by the pioneers of Armenian
Studies in the United States, the SAS
has dramatically advanced the field
of Armenian Studies. Today, the SAS
is very active in holding conferences,
symposia, and talks in the U.S. and
international academic institutions,
area studies annual conferences, as
well as in Armenian institutions. [
have great hope that we can advance
the field of the Armenian studies in
collaboration with all the relevant in-
stitutions and chairs.”

The Executive Council is em-

barking on a new year and the SAS
would like to engage more members
in activities. The SAS encourages
anyone who is interested in Arme-
nian Studies to contact the Execu-
tive Council with suggestions, con-
cerns, and feedback.

The Society for Armenian Stud-
ies (SAS), founded in 1974, is the
international professional association
representing scholars and teachers in
the field of Armenian Studies. The aim
of the SAS is to promote the study of
Armenian culture and society, includ-
ing history, language, literature, and
social, political, and economic ques-
tions.

The SAS publishes the peer-re-
viewed Journal of the Society for Ar-
menian Studies edited by Sergio La
Porta and publishes a semi-annual
Newsletter and organizes panels and
conferences on Armenian Studies.

The SAS Secretariat is headquar-
tered at the Armenian Studies Program
of California State University, Fresno
and its website can be found at http://
societyforarmenianstudies.com/. Read-
ers who wish to financially assist the
SAS can become supporting members.

For more information e-mail
Barlow Der Mugrdechian at
barlowd@csufresno.eduor SAS Presi-
dent Bedross Der Matossian
bdermatossian2@unl.edu.

Glendale City Council Unanimously Approves

Continued frompage 1

ing for the future of Glendale,” stated
Armenian American Museum Archi-
tect Aram Alajajian. “This is going to
be a wonderful project for all of us. It
is a legacy project to stay.”

Prior to voting on SWA’s pro-
posal, Glendale City Councilmembers
shared comments and expressed their
strong support for the project.

“I’'mdelighted that we havereached
this point,” stated Councilmember Paula
Devine. “The Armenian American Mu-
seum is going to be fantastic. I’'m so
happy that we are allotting 92,000 square
feet for park space.”

“The Armenian American Mu-
seum is going to be a very vibrant
addition to an exciting downtown that
we are going to have,” stated
Councilmember Ara Najarian. “It is
something that we are all going to be
very proud of.”

“We have come to a point where
there is a resolution that is great for

Glendale and the Museum,” stated
Councilmember Zareh Sinanyan. “The
end result is truly going to activate
the whole area including the entirety
of the park.”

“It can’t be any better... all three
sides including the City staff, SWA,
and Armenian American Museum are
in agreement,” stated Councilmember
Vrej Aghajanian. “Everybody is happy
with the design that has been provided
to us.”

“Thank you to SWA and City
staff for coming together on this im-
portant project,” stated Mayor Vartan
Gharpetian. “This is a landmark project
that is going to put Glendale on the
map. I support this project whole-
heartedly.”

Glendale City Council’s unani-
mous approval clears the way for com-
munity outreach efforts to begin in
January 2018 and officials anticipate
the signing of the ground lease agree-
ment and final approvals to be com-
pleted in April 2018.
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Stefan Ihrig and Abraham Terian Receive
Sona Aronian Armenian Studies Book Prizes

Germany
and the
Armenians

from Bismarck

BELMONT, MA -- The National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) is pleased to an-
nounce that Dr. Stefan Ihrig and Dr.
Abraham Terian have been awarded
the 2017 Dr. Sona Aronian Book Prizes
for Excellence in Armenian Studies.

NAASR’s Aronian Book Prizes
were established in 2014 by the late
Dr. Aronian and Dr. Geoffrey Gibbs,
to be awarded annually to an outstand-
ing scholarly works in the English
language in the field of Armenian Stud-
ies and translations from Armenian
into English. The 2017 awards are for
books published in the year 2016.

Ihrig was awarded the prize for a
monograph for his book Justifying
Genocide: Germany and the Arme-
nians from Bismarck to Hitler (Harvard
Univ. Press), while Terian won for a
translation of a literary work, The
Festal Works of St. Gregory of Narek:
Annotated Translation of the Odes,
Litanies, and Encomia (Pueblo Books).
Each book has been hailed by readers
and researchers, with, for example,
Yehuda Bauer praising Ihrig’s work as
“a major contribution to the study of
German attitudes to the Armenian
Genocide,” and James R. Russell stat-
ing that of Terian’s translation that “all
subsequent work on Narekats‘i will be
measured by its high standard.”

The announcement of the prizes
was made by NAASR Director of Aca-
demic Affairs Marc Mamigonian on
Thursday, December 14, 2017, at a
NAASR’s Belmont, MA, headquarters
during the NAASR Christmas Open
House. Thanking fellow members of
the selection committee for the awards

I HE EESTALWORKSIOE
ST. GREGORY OF NAREK

Annotated Translation of the
Odes, Litanies, and Encomia

Abraham Terian

Dr. Christina Maranci, Dr. Bedross
Der Matossian, and Dr. Vartan
Matiossian, Mamigonian noted the dif-
ficulty in choosing among a number of
outstanding works in both categories,
but that this was “a wonderful problem
to have since it means that good work
is being done by scholars and transla-
tors.”

By email, Abraham Terian ex-
pressed his “deep gratitude to NAASR
and, in particular, to Dr. Sona Aronian
for establishing this special prize for
excellence in Armenian Studies. ...
While we venerate our martyred saints
of a hundred years ago, let us not
forget our great Saint of a thousand
years ago, as Pope Francis reminded
us on the Genocide Centennial.”

Stefan Ihrig, also via email, wrote
that “I am very humbled to be awarded
the Sonia Aronian Prize and thank
NAASR and my wonderful colleagues
inthe field of Armenian Studies. [ have
so far only spent a few years of my life
working on the Armenian Genocide
and yet they have been among the most
meaningful of them all. I have seen
and better understood the meaning of
courage. Working on the Armenian
Genocide means not only working on
an immensely important and difficult
topic, it also means exposing oneself
to attacks and slander by those threat-
ened by our findings, interpretations,
and opinions. All too often we find
ourselves taking many of the hardest
steps alone. Meeting with colleagues
fromall over the world, including from
Turkey, over the years, I felt a little
less alone. And again, with this recog-
nition, I feel a little less alone.”

Yerevan Reaffirms Plans

Continued frompage 1

those, as our experience has demon-
strated, futile protocols.”
Nalbandian echoed that statement
during a visit to Greece. “Those docu-
ments have still not been ratified since
Turkey came up with groundless pre-
conditions that run counter to the letter
and spirit of the protocols,” he said.
“Those documents cannot be held
hostage forever, and that is why the
president of Armenia declared in Sep-
tember ... that Armenia will declare the
protocols null and void,” Nalbandian

said in a speech delivered at the Greek
Foreign Ministry.

In response to Nalbandian’s
statement, Turkey’s foreign ministry
said Ankara is committed to the pri-
mary clauses of the protocols.

In a statement posted on its offi-
cial website it added that these proto-
cols are still on the agenda of the
Turkish Grand National Assembly’s
Foreign Affairs Commission and for
their ratification, it is essential that a
favorable political atmosphere and
peace in the South Caucasus is se-
cured.
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Open to children and young adults from the
Armenian Diaspora, a variety of workshops
conducted in Armenian led by a team of
experienced facilitators, in the French Alps.

VL armanazan 2018 °

Innovative Western Armenian Summer Programme

Music | Theatre | Dance

Arts and crafts | Creative writing
Reading workshops | Games and sports
Debates | Field trips
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