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Bedros & Siamanto

805 EAST BROADWAY, GLENDALE, CA 91205

MARONIAN

SERVICES

INSURANCE

CA Insurance Lic. #0494056 / #0C99815
MARONIANINSURANCE.COM

Since 1975, we have proudly

served our community’s
insurance needs.

(818) 500 9585
(818) 269 0909

Call us today!
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Blue Minerals Consultancy

Buka Environmental

Wik Ynpghoslyp, ol

Clear Coast Consulting, Inc.

Trip includes
tree planting
in Ashtarak.

|| EurROPERN,

DISCOVER ARMENIA
DISCOVER YOURSELF

Trip to Armenia & Artsakh

July 6-19, 2018

Tour Conductor: Norayr Daduryan

4-star hotel accommodations:
Ant Plaza Hotel in Yerevan
Park Hotel in Stepanakert
Ilights on Qartar Airways
Cost per pesson (hased on double oceupancy)

$2499%

For more information and reservations call:

Christine: (818) 842 7500 (x105)

EUROPEAN TRAVEL
1810 W. BURBANK BLVD., SUITE 200, BURBANK, CA 91506
TEL: (818) 842-7500

£280 tax applicable per person
Single and triple occupancy rates
are available upon request.
Travel Insurance is available
upon request.
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Lavrov: Karabakh Conflict Can be Resolved
Only by Armenia and Azerbaijan

U.S., Armenia To Hold ‘Defense
Consultations’

MOSCOW --Russiabelieves that
Armenia and Azerbaijan themselves
must resolve the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict and will therefore not seek to
impose any peace deal on them, Rus-
sian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
said on Monday.

“Russia cannot have concrete
plans on resolving the Karabakh con-
flict because only the parties them-
selves can resolve the problem,”
Lavrov told a news conference in
Moscow. “Together with the United
States and France, as co-chairs of the
OSCE Minsk Group, Russia is doing
everything to create conditions for
such a settlement.”

“The parties know what the co-
chairs think but it’s up to them to
decide,” he said. “Of course we expect
some positive signals to come from
both countries. We are glad that there
were meetings of the [Armenian and
Azerbaijani] presidents and foreign
ministers last year. So the onus is on
the parties.”

Presidents Serzh Sarkisian and
Ilham Aliyev pledged to intensify the
Karabakh peace process and bolster
the ceasefire regime in the conflict
zone when they met in Geneva on
October 16. Their foreign ministers,

Edward Nalbandian and Elmar
Mammadyarov, held follow-up nego-
tiations in Vienna on December 7.
They both described the talks as “posi-
tive.” Nalbandian and Mammadyarov
are due to meet again this month.

In a joint statement issued in
Vienna on December 7, Lavrov and
U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson
hailed the high-level Armenian-
Azerbaijanitalks. They also urged both
sides to take specific measures to pre-
vent ceasefire violations and avoid “fur-
ther delays” in negotiating a compro-

Continued on page4

Armenia Recognizes Genocide

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s parlia-
ment unanimously passed on Tuesday
a resolution recognizing as genocide
the 2014 mass killings of Yazidis in
Irag which were committed by the
Islamic State (IS) extremist group.

The National Assembly also called
on the international community to track
down and prosecute those directly
responsible for the killings and “take
measures to ensure the security of the
Yazidipopulation.”

Thousands of Yazidis were seized
by IS when it overran Iraq's north-
western town of Sinjarin August 2014,
and most of them remain unaccounted
for. The town was regained from IS in
late 2015 and 30 mass graves of Yazidis

Against Iraq’s Yazidis

e

have since been found there. But an
unknown number of the ethnic minor-
ity, which practices a unique religion
that IS considers heretical, was moved
to neighboring Syria.

The U.S. government officially
declared in March 2016 that IS is “re-
sponsible for genocide” against Yazidis
as well as Christians and other religious
and ethnic minorities in Iraq and Syria. A
subsequent report released by United
Nations investigators similarly concluded
that the [slamist militants’ actions against
Yazidis meet a 1948 UN convention’s
definition of genocide.

In its resolution, the Armenian

Continued on page4

U.S. and Armenian
officials will meet later
this year to discuss ways
of continuing military co-
operation between their
countries, the Armenian
Defense Ministry said on
Tuesday.

A statement re-
leased by the ministry said
Defense Minister Vigen
Sargsian and the U.S.
ambassador to Armenia,
Richard Mills, reached an agreement
on the holding of “U.S.-Armenian de-
fense consultations in Yerevan in the
course of 2018.” It said the consulta-
tions will be aimed at working out a
“common vision for further coopera-
tion” between the U.S. and Armenian
militaries.

That cooperation has deepened
over the pastdecade despite Armenia’s
military alliance with Russia. Armenia
currently contributesmore than 120
troops to NATO-led missions in
Kosovo and Afghanistan and regularly
participates in multinational exercises
organized by U.S. forces in Europe.

U.S. instructors have trained hun-
dreds of Armenian soldiers mostly serv-
ing in a special peacekeeping brigade.
The United States also helped to reno-
vate the brigade’s training center near
Yerevan. It was inaugurated by

Sargsian and a U.S. army general in
October 2017.

Armenia plans to join more peace-
keeping missions abroad with special-
ized medical and demining units in the
near future. They will undergo U.S.
training before such deployment.

In October 2016, Sargsian and
Mills inaugurated a new paramedic
school of the Armenian armed forces.
U.S. instructors trained the first group
of Armenian teaching personnel for
the school in August 2015.

According to the Defense Minis-
try statement, Sargsian briefed Mills
on a seven-year plan to “modernize”
the Armenian army which is expected
to be adopted by his government later
this month. The minister said Yerevan
will seek to “develop cooperation with
the U.S.” as part of that plan.

The statement gave no other de-
tails of the meeting.

Freedom in the World 2018:
Armenia & Artsakh Ranked as ‘Partly Free’
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NEW YORK -- Armenia and
Nagorno Karabakh have been rated as
a “partly free” in a new reports pub-
lished by the Freedom House.

The reports titled “Freedom in
the World 2018: Democracy in Cri-
sis” indicates that democracy faced
its most serious crisis in decades in
2017 as its basic tenets—including
guarantees of free and fair elec-
tions, the rights of minorities, free-
dom of the press, and the rule of
law—came under attack around the
world.

Armenia’s neighbor Georgia is
also ranked as “partly free,” will

Azerbaijan, Turkey and Iran are all
labeled as “not free.”

European Economic Union mem-
bers Russia, Kazakhstan and Belarus
also have the “not free” status, while
Kyrgyzstan is “partly free.”

Freedom in the World is an an-
nual global report on political rights
and civil liberties, composed of nu-
merical ratings and descriptive texts
for each country and a select group of
territories.

The 2018 edition covers devel-
opments in 195 countries and 14 terri-
tories from January 1, 2017, through
December 31, 2017.
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California Governor’s 2018-2019 Budget
Maintains Annual Allotment for
Armenian-American Museum Project

SACRAMENTO, CA — The Ar-
menian-American Museum funding
approved in last year’s California bud-
get has been programed for expendi-
ture this year in Governor Brown’s
proposed budget announced on
Wednesday. This confirms that $3
million of the $4 million approved has
actually been programmed for expen-
diture. The museum project is located
for the City of Glendale and includes
Genocide education and multicultural
exhibits. Plans for its creation are un-
derway with broad support from within
the Armenian community, including
its ten largest organizations.

“l am very glad that the
Governor’s Budget proposal main-
tains the State’s commitment to keep

funding this important project. The
Armenian American Museum will
share the rich Armenian history and
culture in the state of California for
generations to appreciate. As the Dis-
trict 25 Senator, [ represent the larg-
est Armenian American community
in the country, [ am proud to support
the museum and happy that the state
is invested in its success,” com-
mented Portantino.

Last year, Portantino arranged
for the museum to present directly to
the State Senate for a three million
dollar budget request. The Senate ap-
proved the Portantino request and in-
cluded it in the final state budget. The
$1 million announced today is the prom-
ised annual allotment.

Estonia First to Ratify EU-Armenia Accord

EU2017.EE

YEREVAN -- Estonia has be-
come the first European Union mem-
ber state to ratify a landmark agree-
ment that was signed by the EU and
Armenia in November.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
told RFE/RL’s Armenian service
(Azatutyun.am) on Friday that offi-
cial Yerevan has received a relevant
notification from the Baltic nation’s
government.

The Comprehensive and En-
hanced Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) mustberatified by all 28 EU
member states as well as the Euro-
pean Parliament in order to come
into force. A senior Armenian law-
maker, Armen Ashotian, said earlier
this week that Yerevan hopes the
European side will complete the pro-

EU2017.EE

cess by July 2019.

Ashotian also said that the Arme-
nian parliament will likely ratify the
CEPA by the end of March.

The CEPA is a less ambitious
substitute for an Association Agree-
ment which was nearly finalized by
Armenia and the EU 2013. President
Serzh Sarkisian precluded the signing
of that agreement with his decision to
make Armenia part of a Russian-led
trade bloc of ex-Soviet republics.

The CEPA, which is more than
350 pages long, was signed by Ar-
menian Foreign Minister Edward
Nalbandian and the EU’s foreign
policy chief, Federica Mogherini, in
Brussels on November 24. Mogherini
said the agreement “will broaden the
scope of our relations.”

www.massispost.com
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World Bank Forecasts 3.8% Economic
Growth in Armenia in 2018

Global
Economic
Prospects

\C\uba\ ]
Economic
| Prospects

@ WORLD BANK GROUP

YEREVAN (Arka.am) -- The
World Bank has changed its economic
growth outlook for Armenia in a period
between 2017 and 2019 upward.

Intheir "Broad-Based Upturn, but
for How Long?" report, the WB ana-
lysts upgraded their outlook for Arme-
nia by 1 percentage point, compared
with their June outlook, to 3.7% in
2017, by 0.7% to 3.8% in 2018 and by
0.6% to 4% in 2019.

Inthe Armenian government bud-
gets for 2017 and 2018, GDP growth
is projected at 3.2% and 4.5% respec-
tively.

“Growth in the Europe and Cen-
tral Asiaregion is anticipated to ease to
2.9 percent in 2018 from an estimated
3.7 percent in 2017,” the World Bank
says in its report. “Recovery is ex-
pected to continue in the east of the
region, driven by commodity export-
ing economies, counterbalanced by a
gradual slowdown in the western part
as a result of moderating economic
activity in the Euro Area.”

Increased policy uncertainty and
arenewed decline in oil prices present
risks of lower-than-anticipated growth.

Russia is expected to expand by
1.7 percent in 2018, unchanged from
its estimated growth rate in 2017, and
Turkey is projected to moderate to 3.5
percent this year from 6.7 percent in
the year just ended.

Among post-Soviet countries,

Global Economy to Edge Up to 3.1 percent in 2018
but Future Potential Growth a Concern

~ \

www.worldbank.org/gep

Azerbaijan is expected to face 1.4%
economic decline in 2017 and 0.9%
growth in 2018, Kazakhstan may have
its economy grown 3.7 percent in
2017 and 2.6 percent in 2018, Belarus
may record 1.8% and 2.1% growth
respectively, Kyrgyzstan may enjoy
3.5% and 4.2%, Moldova 3.5% and
3.8%, Ukraine 2% and 3.5% and Geor-
gia 4.3% and 4.2%.

The World Bank forecasts global
economic growth to edge up to 3.1
percent in 2018 after a much stronger-
than-expected 2017, as the recovery in
investment, manufacturing, and trade
continues, and as commodity-export-
ing developing economies benefit from
firming commodity prices.

However, this is largely seen as a
short-term upswing. Over the longer
term, slowing potential growth—a
measure of how fast an economy can
expand when labor and capital are fully
employed—puts at risk gains in im-
proving living standards and reducing
poverty around the world.

Growth in advanced economies
is expected to moderate slightly to 2.2
percentin 2018, as central banks gradu-
ally remove their post-crisis accom-
modation and as an upturn in invest-
ment levels off. Growth in emerging
market and developing economies as a
whole is projected to strengthen to 4.5
percent in 2018, as activity in com-
modity exporters continues to recover.

Armenia on UN’s 2018 Honour Roll
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NEW YORK -- Armenia has
been included in the UN Honour
Roll for 2018 for having paid its
regular UN budget assessments in
full and on time, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs told Panorama.am.

In January 2018, the govern-
ment of Armenia has made a pay-
ment totaling to $145,843.00 as a
regular assessment of member

states to the UN budget for 2018.

The Honour Roll features all
those member states that have paid
their regular UN budget assess-
ments in full within the first 30
working days of the ongoing year.

As of 10 January 2018, only
7 out of 193 UN member states
have been included in the Honour
Roll.
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Historic Ordination of a Deaconess in the
Tehran Diocese of the Armenian Church
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By Hratch Tchilingirian

The Primate of the Diocese of
Tehran ordained a young woman as a
deaconess in Tehran’s St. Sarkis
Mother Church on September25,2017.
Even as the office of deaconess had
existed in Armenian Church convents
for centuries, this was a historic first.
It is the first time that a lay woman, not
anun, was ordained a “parish deacon.”

Twenty-four year old Ani-Kristi
Manvelian, an anesthesiologist by pro-
fession, was ordained — along with
Mayis Mateosian — by Archbishop
Sebouh Sarkissian, the Primate of the
Diocese of Tehran.

“What I have done is in confor-
mity with the Tradition of the Church
and nothing else,” said Archbishop
Sarkissian. This was his personal ini-
tiative as a diocesan primate in order,
as he explained, “to revitalize the par-
ticipation of women also in our
church’s liturgical life,” adding, “do
not be surprised, a woman could also
become a servant of the Holy Altar.”

Deaconess Ani-Kristi has been
involved in the life of the church in
Tehran since she was very young. She
used to perform the duties of an aco-
lyte (quyppr) during church services,
such as reading the psalms and carry-
ing the ceremonial candle.

In explaining the purpose of the
ordination, Archbishop Sarkissian said:
“Today, our Church is confronting the
imperative of self-examination and self-
critique. Itisimperative to rejuvenate the
participation of the people in the social,
educational and service spheres of the
Church. Itis our deep conviction that the
active participation of women in the life
of our Church would allow Armenian
women to be involved more enthusiasti-
cally and vigorously, and would allow
them to be connected and engaged.
They would provide dedicated and lov-
ing service [to the people]. The deacon-
ess, no doubt, would also be a spiritual
and church-dedicated mother, educa-
tor, and why not, amodel woman through
her example. It is with this deep convic-
tion that we are performing this ordina-
tion, with the hope that we are neither the
first nor the last to do it.”

According to the Primate, parish
priests in Tehran are watchful and
keen to recruit more women who fit
the profile of prospective deaconesses.

What is special and novel about
Deaconess Ani-Kristi Manvelian's or-
dination is that she is a "parish" deacon
-- that is, she is not a member of a
convent or a religious order, like the

Kalfayan Sisters in Istanbul or
Gayanyants Sisters at Birds Nest in
Jibel, Lebanon, who have a few sisters
among their ranks and are not ordained
deaconesses.

Like her male counterparts in the
Armenian Church, if and when Dea-
coness Ani-Kristi marries, she will
continue to serve as a deaconess.

Deaconesses have been part of
the Christian tradition from the early
years of the faith. There are numerous
references in the Epistles and early
Church writings.

In the Armenian Church tradition,
the development of the office of female
diaconate is divided into four historical
periods according to Fr. Abel Oghlukian,
the author of a study on the subject: (a)
4th-8th centuries in Greater Armenia;
(b) 9th-11th centuries in Eastern and
Cilician Armenia, where the term “dea-
coness” is included in the book of ordi-
nation (f'w mng); (c) 12th century and
on, where there are “literary refer-
ences and rites for the ordination of
deaconesses in liturgical texts in Cilicia
and eastern Armenia; and (d) 17th
century renewal of female diaconate.

The last ordained monastic dea-
coness in the Armenian Church was
Sister Hripsime Sasounian in Istanbul.
The late Patriarch Shnork Kalustian of
Constantinople ordained Sister Hripsime
of Kalfayan Sisters (established in
1866) as a deaconess in 1982, using the
canon of ordination used for male dea-
cons (gbn_ilulll,an[;liwb U'Luzmng).
Damascus-born Deaconess Hripsime
was 54 years old at the time. She passed
away in 2007.

In North America, Seta Simonian
Atamian was the first adult women
ordained as an acolyte (guyfipr), alower
rank, by Archbishop Vatche Hovsepian
of the Western Diocese in 1984 at St.
Andrew Armenian Church, in Cupertino,
California. However, when in 1986 she
moved to the East Coast of the United
States, she was not allowed by the local
diocese to serve on the altar in the
Armenian Church.

Even as this is a most welcome
step by Archbishop Sebouh Sarkissian
and the Diocese of Tehran (under the
jurisdiction of the Catholicosate of
Cilicia), the Armenian Apostolic
Church has yet to formally restore the
office of female diaconate.

Today the question is how to
revive the female diaconate for the
pastoral life of local parishes rather
than in monastic settings or convents,
which are virtually non-existent as vi-
able institutions.
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Chris Cornell's Family & Various Stars Team

LOS ANGELES -- Multi-
Grammy Award-winning Golden
Globe nominee Chris Cornell is fea-
tured in anew video released on Thurs-
day in conjunction with his Grammy-
nominated song "The Promise". In
the clip, Cornell's children, Toni, Lily
and Christopher vow to continue to
honor their late father's pledge to
raise awareness for human rights. A
number of stars have come together
to show their support and solidarity
for the cause as well, including Elton
John, Tom Hanks, Barbra Streisand,
George Clooney and many more.
Watch the video below.

As part of his long career as a
songwriter and performer, Cornell
wrote and recorded the title song for
"The Promise" (2017), the first feature
film to highlight the story of the Arme-
nian genocide. All proceeds from the
film have gone toward human rights
causes, including creation of the Prom-
ise Institute for Human Rights at UCLA
School of Law. Cornell donated all of
his proceeds from the song to the
International Rescue Committee. In
November, the song received a nomi-
nation for best rock performance at
the 2018 Grammy Awards.

Last month, a coalition led by
Vicky Cornell, the wife of the late
singer, created an endowed fund of
more than $1 million to support stu-
dent scholarships at UCLA School of
Law. The Chris Cornell Scholarship
honors Cornell's commitment to jus-
tice, human rights and advocacy for
those in need. Members of the coali-
tion include several friends and col-
leagues of Cornell as well as support-
ers of UCLA Law.

Cornell's career began in 1984,
when he founded the trailblazing Se-
attle-based band Soundgarden. A
chief architect of the 1990s grunge
movement and one of the most pow-
erful voices in rock, Cornell later had
a successful career as a solo artist
and founder of Audioslave. He re-
united with Soundgarden in 2010.
Selling more than 30 million records
worldwide, Cornell forged a unique
identity over three decades as a singer,
guitarist, composer and lyricist. Cornell
died in May 2017 at the age of 52, but
his artistic and humanitarian legacy
lives on.

Fans are encouraged to post their
"Promise" videos on social media us-
ing the hashtag #keepthepromise.

The Urartu-Era Silver Cup of Lori Fortress

YEREVAN --The Lori Berd, the
medieval fortress in Armenia’s Lori
province, is one of the most significant
monuments of the Bronze and Iron
Ages. It includes more than 1 and a
half millennia of consecutive periods,
starting from the early stages of the
middle Bronze Age up to the decline of
the Kingdom of Van.

The unique findings which were
discovered during excavations of the
site are important for studying not only
the history of Armenia and Southern
Caucasus, but also Middle East.

Senior researcher Julietta
Karapetyan from the Armenian His-
tory Museum told ARMENPRESS that

the silver cup stands out from the
valuable findings of Lori Berd.

The cup has a chariot displayed
on it, with two persons depicted on it,
she said. One of the depicted people is
probably the king.

Karapetyan says the scenario is
known from the sculpture art of an-
cient Eastern times — Urartu and
Assyrian times. The depicted people
wear uniforms and weapons typical to
the Urartians.

“The cup’s ornament is similar
to ancient Eastern types by its theme
and images, with the presence of
Urartian and Assyrian elements”, she
said.
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AAMS Scholarships Awarded During Annual
Mentorship Night

GLENDALE -- The Armenian
American Medical Society (AAMS)
held its Annual Mentorship Pro-
gram on December 27, 2017. The
Mentorship program is an AAMS
project that unites healthcare part-
ners with burgeoning medical pro-
fessionals who are looking towards
a future in the field of healthcare.

This exciting endeavor is geared
towards strengthening the healthcare
industry by developing and supporting
the best and brightest young medical
professionals. AAMS is the bridge that
unites healthcare professionals with the
medical professionals of the future.

“I'had an amazing time and got to
meet many incredible individuals each
representing our Armenian heritage in
the brightest light. Also got to reunite
and catch up with old friends from
UCLA, which was such a pleasant sur-
prise! The night really carried a special
aura by incorporating so many like-
minded individuals sharing parallel pas-
sions within the intricate field of medi-
cine, but most importantly all of whom
possess the same roots. Those Arme-
nian roots establish strength and provide
the exact reason why the relationships
formed between all the mentors and
mentees will last for many years to
come. Thank you again” said Christo-
pher Chamanadjian, Medical Student.

AAMS created the Mentorship
Program as a platform for our profes-
sionals in the healthcare field to meet,
foster, and develop the skills of medi-
cal and pre-medical professionals
headed toward various specialties. “I’m
on various committees and boards.
Why wouldn't I do the same for the
AAMS?” said AAMS member Arthur
Ohannessian MD, UCLA David Geffen
School of Medicine, Family Medicine
Clerkship Site Director. This program
helps the AAMS pave the road for much-
needed skillset building and career op-
portunities, while giving our members
the opportunity to meet and potentially
recruit young healthcare professionals
at a pivotal time in their careers.

President and Founder of the
AAMS mentorship program Raffi
Tachdjian, MD, MPH assistant pro-
fessor of Medicine and Pediatrics at
UCLA School of Medicine had this to
say: “we are very proud of the stu-
dents and trainees we are developing
and supporting with the hopes of cre-

ating top notch future colleagues in the
field of medicine and allied healthcare.”

AAMS Scholarship Program

Each year, the Armenian Ameri-
can Medical Society also awards schol-
arships to qualified Armenian students
enrolled in various healthcare educa-
tion programs in the fields of medi-
cine, dentistry, pharmacy, nursing and
allied health. The scholarships pro-
vided will support these deserving stu-
dents who not only strive to be excel-
lent healthcare professionals but also
active community members and hu-
manistic healthcare professionals.

2017 Scholarship recipients;

-Lina Acopians a third year medi-
cal student at Touro College of Osteo-
pathic Medicine in Middletown. Her
ultimate goal is to return to the Los
Angeles area and pursue a residency in
Internal Medicine. She received the
Dr. Norick Bogossian Memorial Schol-
arship.

- Lyolya Hovhannisyan a second
year medical student at the David
Geffen School of Medicine, UCLA.
Her goal is to complete a dual resi-
dence in Internal Medicine and Pedi-
atrics. She received the AAMS
Scolarship.

- Mary Kiledjian is a 2nd year
student at Rutgers School of Dental
Medicine. After graduating dental
school as a D.M.D. she plans on spe-
cializing in orthodontics. She received
the Dr. Vahan Ananian Memorial Schol-
arship.

- Aline Pogharian, is of Armenian
and Italian descent. She is planning to
have dual enrollment in Glendale Com-
munity College’s RN program while
working towards a BSN through a
collaborative program at Azusa Pacific
University. Shereceived the Haykoush
Ajdaharian Memorial Scholarship.

- Armen Zeitjian is currently a
first year medical student at Wayne
State University School of Medicine.
Armen received the Leon Nahabedian
Memorial Scholarship.

The AAMS is the largest Arme-
nian medical society in the Diaspora.
Our mission is to promote health ser-
vices, education and professional
growth. To learn more about AAMS
please visit

WWW.aamsc.org.
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Acclaimed Journalist to Present New Bio
of Kirk Kerkorian at NAASR

BELMONT, MA -- William C.
Rempel, a veteran investigative re-
porter who spent more than three
decades at the Los Angeles Times,
will present his new book The Gam-
bler: How Penniless Dropout Kirk
Kerkorian Became the Greatest
Dealmaker in Capitalist History, on
Thursday, February 1, 2018, at 7:30
p-m. at the National Association for
Armenian Studies and Research
(NAASR) Center, 395 Concord Ave.,
Belmont, MA 02478.

The program is open to the pub-
lic and copies of The Gambler will be
available for purchase and signing by
the author.

The Gambler is the rags-to-riches
story of one of America’s wealthiest
and least-known financial giants, self-
made billionaire Kirk Kerkorian—the
daring aviator, movie mogul, risk-taker,
and business tycoon who transformed
Las Vegas and Hollywood to become
one of the leading financiers in Ameri-
can business.

In this engrossing biography, in-
vestigative reporter William C. Rempel
digs deep into Kerkorian’s long-guarded
history to introduce a man of contra-
dictions—a poorly educated genius for
deal-making, an extraordinarily shy
man who made the boldest of business
ventures, a careful and calculating in-
vestor who was willing to bet every-
thing on a single roll of the dice.

Bill Rempel’s 36-year career at
the Los Angeles Times, both as a
writer and an editor, produced a col-
lection of high-profile projects. His
groundbreaking reports on Osama bin
Laden and al Qaeda were published

PWILLAAM C.
SBREMPEL

before the terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and his extensive
coverage of supertanker safety flaws
began years before the 1989 Exxon
Valdez disaster.

Rempel’s work has been recog-
nized with numerous journalistic hon-
ors, including an Overseas Press Club
award and the Gerald Loeb Award. He
was also a finalist for the Goldsmith
Prize for Investigative Reporting. And
in 2015 he toured the former Soviet
states of Ukraine and the Republic of
Georgia for the U.S. State Depart-
ment, meeting with professional and
studentjournalists to advocate the value
ofaggressive investigative reporting in
those young democracies.

For more information about this
program, contact NAASR at 617-489-
1610 or hq@naasr.org.

Karabakh Conflict Can be Resolved

Continued frompage 1

mise peace deal.

Lavrov stressed on Friday the
importance of strengthening the
ceasefire regime along the “line of
contact” around Karabakh and the Ar-
menian-Azerbaijani border. That will
make the search for a mutually accept-
able solution easier, he said.

“This problem cannot be resolved
once and for all with a single docu-
ment,” Lavrov went on. “There needs
to be a phased approach that will re-
flect an agreement on what is possible
now and will map out ways of working

on issues that require further discus-
sion in the interests of achieving a final
settlement, including [a deal on] the
status of Karabakh.”

Lavrov said in March 2017 that the
conflicting sides are still far apart on
“two or three” elements of a framework
peace accord that has been advanced by
the U.S., Russian and French mediators
for the past decade. Still, he said they
broadly agree on the peace formula en-
visaging Armenian withdrawal from “dis-
tricts around Karabakh” and a decision
on Karabakh’s status which would “take
into account the opinion of the people
living there.”

Armenia Recognizes Genocide Against Yazidis

Continued frompage 1

parliament said it “recognizes and
strongly condemns the genocide of the
Yazidi people perpetrated by terrorist
groups in 2014 in Iraqi territory con-
trolled by them.”

The main sponsor of the resolu-
tion is Rustam Makhmudian, the
parliament’s sole ethnic Yazidi mem-
ber representing the ruling Republican
Party of Armenia (HHK). Presenting
the document to fellow lawmakers on
Monday, Makhmudian drew parallels
between the 2014 atrocities against
Iraqi Yazidis and the 1915 Armenian
genocide in the Ottoman Empire.

The Ottoman Turks also killed
and displaced many Yazidis during the
First World War. Thousands of them
fled to what is now the Republic of
Armenia.

There are an estimated 50,000
Yazidis living in Armenia at present,
making them the country’s single larg-
est ethnic minority.

In April 2016, leaders of Armenia’s
Yazidi community inaugurated a memo-
rialin downtown Yerevan to Yazidis and
other people massacred by the IS ex-
tremists. Said Avdalian, the leader of a
Yazidiyouth group, hailed the Armenian
parliamentary resolution on Tuesday as
a “historic event.”
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