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We will shop you
with over 20 A-rated
companies to find
the best fit for your
needs and budget.

CALL US FOR A
PERSONALIZED QUOTE

(818) 500 9305
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Courtesy of the State Archives of Armenia

Celebration of 400 Years of Armenian-American Heritage, 1618 - 2018

The Ararat-Eskijian Museum (AEM), the National Association for Armenian Studies and Research (NAASR),
Project SAVE Armenian Photograph Archives, the Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute (AGMI) in Yere-
van, Armenia, and the California State University Northridge Armenian Studies Program are pleased to
announce an upcoming conference dedicated to the 400th anniversary of the arrival of the first Armenian
to America, ‘Martin the Armenian’ (Virginia, 1618). This conference will focus on the history and legacy of
the Armenian-American community and its significant accomplishments from very humble beginnings.

Friday, March 16, 2018

Master of Ceremonies: Marc A. Mamigonian

Opening Reception 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Featuring Chookasian Folk Ensemble

Program 7:00 PM to 10:00 PM
Joseph Ryland

Performance of his solo play “Sojourners”

Dr. Mary Papazian
Keynote Speaker
Dr. Hayk Demoyan

Unveiling and presentation of his new illustrated book on
Armenian-Americans, “Armenian Legacy in America: A 400-

Year Heritage”
Peter Musurlian

Screening of short documentary film on Armenian-Americans

in politics
Ludwig Manukian

Staging of Leon Surmelian’s play, “1 Ask You, Ladies and

Gentlemen”

Vatche Mankerian (discussion and piano) with

Garineh Avakian (vocals)

Musical presentation of the Art Songs of Alan Hovhaness

Saturday, March 17, 2018

Master of Ceremonies: Marc A. Mamigonian
Conference 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM

I: Early Armenian Life and Community Building
Efforts in America

eHayk Demoyan: Return or Stay? Armenian Emigration to
America and Repatriation in the Late 19th to Early 20th Centuries
*David Gutman: Armenian Migration to North America,
Stafe Power, and Local Politics in the Late Ottoman Empire
*Ben Alexander: The Armenian-American Comnutnity and
the Paradox of Partisanism

II: Identities of the New Community

*Harry 5. Cherken Jr,: Assimilation and Whiteness: A
Consideration of the United States v. Cartozian

oGregory Aftandilian: World War II as a Transformative
Period for the Armenian-American Community

eVartan Matiossian: The Early Times of the Armeni-
an-American Press

eSpecial Guest Speaker: Prof. Richard Hovannisian:
From Ambivalence to Assertion: An Armenian-American Passage

Special exhibition featuring Armenian-American
heirlooms and historical artifacts

Lunch Break 1:00 to 2:15 PM

III: Armenian-American Art, Film and Literature

Location:

Ararat Home of Los Angeles

George Deukmejian Community Center
15105 Mission Hills Road

Mission Hills, CA 91345

For information:
Ararat-Eskijian Museum (747) 500-7585

E-mail:Eskijian@ararat-eskijian-museum.com

Open to the public, free admission

Friday, complimentary parking / Saturday, parking $8.00

sHeghnar Zeitlian-Watenpaugh: Toros Roslin in America:
Medieval Armenian Gospels in U.S. Museums

e Zareh Arevshatian: Armenian-Americans in the Film Industry
esMark Arax: Old Land/New Land: Armenian-American
Writers and the Literary Journey Out of Genocide

IV: Moving Ahead: New Challenges, Strategies and
Perspectives for the Community (Panel Discussion)
eDaniel Fittante, Hayk Demoyan, Armen Hovannisian &
Sedda Antekelian

Event will be live streamed on www.ararat-eskijian-museum.com
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Armen Sarkissian Elected
Fourth President of Armenia

YEREVAN -- The Armenian Na-
tional Assembly on March 2 elected
Armen Sarkissian as the country’s
next president.

Ninety lawmakers voted in favor
of'the 64-year-old Sarkissian, a former
prime minister and currently the
country’s ambassador to the United
Kingdom; 10 voted against; and one
lawmaker abstained.

“I want to thank those who voted
for me and those who voted against
me,” he said. “I will invest my long
experience and knowledge and my en-
tire energy in properly performing the
duties of Armenia’s president and prop-
erly serving the Republic of Armenia,
its citizens and our people.”

“And I certainly expect your and
our citizens’ support for and participa-
tion in our future important victories,”

added the president-elect.

Sarkissian will assume his duties
at a special sitting of the National
Assembly on April 9.

Current president Serzh Sarkisian
nominated Armen Sarkisian as the rul-
ing Republican Party’s pick for presi-
dent on January 19.

Following a referendum in
December 2015, Armenia changed
its form of government from a
semipresidential to a parliamentary
republic.

Asaresult, presidential veto pow-
ers are being stripped from the post
and the presidency is being down-
graded to a figurehead position elected
by parliament every seven years rather
than a direct popular vote.

Continued onpage3

Dean Cain, Montel Williams Awarded
Armenia’s Order of Honor

President Serzh Sarkisian re-
ceived on Tuesday producers of the
Architects of Denial documentary Dean
Cain and Montel Williams and their
families.

The President shared his impres-
sions from the film that premiered at
Moscow Cinema in Yerevan, empha-
sizing its importance in the interna-
tional recognition and condemnation

of genocides, including the Armenian
Genocide.

President Sarkisian noted that al-
though there is much discussion on the
topic in scientific circles, there is lack
of documentaries, and the Architects
of Denial comes to fill the gap.

“The parallels between today’s

Continued on page 2

Armenia Scraps Turkish-Armenian Protocols

YEREVAN (RFE/RL)-- Armenia
hasnullified two 2009 protocols agree-
ments to normalize its relations with
neighboring Turkey, citing Ankara’s
continuing refusal to implement them
unconditionally.

President Serzh Sarkisian signed
a relevant decree immediately after
chairing a meeting of his National Se-
curity Council which discussed and
approved his long-anticipated move.

“I am asking the foreign minister
[Edward Nalbandian] to notify Turkey
about our decision, after which no
obligation stemming from those agree-
ments will be legally binding for us,”
he said at the meeting. He said he has
already sent letters to the presidents of
the United States, France, Russia and
Switzerland explaining reasons for the
decision.

The two protocols signed in
Zurich in October 2009 committed
Turkey and Armenia to establishing
diplomatic relations and opening their
border. Shortly after the high-profile
signing ceremony, Ankara made clear
that Turkey’s parliament will ratify the
deal only if there is decisive progress
towards a resolution of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict acceptable to
Azerbaijan.

The Armenian government has
rejected this precondition all along,

arguing that the protocols make no
reference to the conflict. The United
States, the European Union and Russia
have likewise repeatedly called for their
unconditional implementation by both
sides.

In February 2015, Sarkisian said
he had asked parliament speaker Galust
Sahakian to return the protocols to him
since "the Turkish government has no
political will, distorts the spirit and
letter of the protocols, and continues
its policy of setting preconditions."

In September 2017, Sarkisian
told the United Nations General As-
sembly that Armenia would declare
the “futile” protocols “null and void”
in the spring of 2018 if Ankara did not
show any progress toward their imple-
mentation.

"The leadership of Turkey are
mistaken if they think that those docu-
ments can be held hostage forever and
ratified only at the most opportune
occasion from their very point of view,"
Sarkisian said.

On February 21, Armenian For-
eign Minister Edward Nalbandian told
the European Parliament that Yerevan
was close to scrapping the protocols,
stating that Armenia spared no effort"
to see the deal succeed but that "Tur-
key has missed a historic chance of
reconciliation."

of the Armenian-Turkish relations.

Genocide and Artsakh.

SDHP Central Committee’s Statement
Regarding the Annulment of the
Armenian-Turkish Protocols

The Central Committee of the So-
cial Democrat Hunchakian Party ex-
presses its contentment with the decision
of the Republic of Armenia authorities to
annul the Protocols on the normalization

The Hunchakian Party was strongly
opposed to the ratification of the Proto-
cols from the beginning, considering the
negative attitude of Turkish state/politi-
cal circles on the issue of the Armenian

We are convinced that open borders and normalized relations with

neighbors are in the vital interests of the Republic of Armenia, but Ankara's
official denialist behavior and anti-Armenian activities once again prove the
obvious fact that the key to the normalization of relations with Turkey is the
radical change in the hateful attitude towards Armenia and Armenians by
Turkey’s political elite.

Attempts to neglect the Protocols or using the document to pressure
Armenia in the issue of Artsakh are vivid proof of this.

The Hunchakian Party is convinced that any document on the normal-
ization of Armenian-Turkish relations should include a broader consideration
of the approaches and positions of both Armenia and the Armenian Diaspora.

The Central Committee of the Social Democrat Hunchakian Party also
expresses its conviction that Armenia can have normalized relations with its
neighbor if and only if Turkey officially recognizes the Armenian Genocide,
comes to terms with its history, and stops unilaterally advocating for the
Azeris in the Artzakh issue.

The Hunchakian Party will continue to work with Turkey's progressive
circles giving credence to the Armenian Question, and to reintroduce the
Turkish public to its own history.

SDHP Central Committee:

02-March-2018

Yerevan
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Changes in Turkey's Political Climate Key to
Possible Normalization with Armenia

ANKARA --Nonormalization of
ties between Turkey and Armenia will
be possible without changes in
Turkey's political climate, Selina
Dogan, Istanbul-Armenian member of
Turkey's parliament said Monday, com-
menting on President Serzh Sarkisian's
recent decision to declare the Zurich
protocols null and void.

“The Zurich protocols signed
between Turkey and Armenia in 2009
were welcomed by the Armenians liv-
ing in Turkey and the entire demo-
cratic public opinion. The meeting of
the two countries’ Presidents had been
an opportunity to rebuild the bridges
for a “frozen” international relations.
However, this climate ended with
Turkey's attitude that imposed the
Nagorno-Karabakh problem as a con-
dition to solve for the continuation of
the relations. Unfortunately, there has
been no improvement in bilateral rela-
tions since then.

I do not think in the current
political conjunctureits possible deal-
ing with the elimination of the non-
contact between the two countries and
the establishment of diplomatic and
commercial relations,” she said in an
interview with Tert.am.

President Serzh Sarkisian on
Monday signed a decree to annul the
Protocols on the Establishment of
Diplomatic Relations, and the Devel-
opment of Relations between Arme-
nia and Turkey, committed to his

earlier promise (delivered at the UN
General Assembly) that Armenia
would welcome the spring without
those documents.

“Turkey is now undergoing an
extraordinary process. It's ruled by
the state of Emergency,” Ms Dogan
said. “We are experiencing a model of
a security state in which all democratic
institutions are rendered dysfunctional.
As regards the international area, Tur-
key began to build its relations with the
world on the basis of tensions. The
European Union process is kind of
“suspending”. 1 would love the two
countries to really start diplomatic and
commercial relations, and as a parlia-
mentarian, I am ready to do my best,
but I do not think that a relationship
can begin without changing this politi-
cal climate in Turkey”.

U.S. Citizen Fugitive Located in Armenia,
Extradited to United States

YEREVAN.-AU.S. citizen fugi-
tive, who was located in Armenia, has
been extradited to the United States.

The United States Embassy in
Yerevan and the General Prosecutor’s
Office of Armenia have cooperated to
extradite the fugitive, the embassy in-
formed Armenian News-NEWS.am.

U.S. and Armenian law enforce-
ment authorities and prosecutors co-
ordinated the capture and return of a
U.S. citizen fugitive located in Yerevan,
Armenia.

United States Ambassador to the
Republic of Armenia Richard Mills,
Jr., and General Prosecutor Artur
Davtyan of the General Prosecutor’s
Office of the Republic of Armenia
made the announcement.

The U.S. citizen was arrested by
Armenian law enforcement personnel
in Yerevan, Armenia, in December
2017 based on an Interpol Red Notice.
The individual was previously charged
in the United States for the alleged
sexual abuse of a minor. While under
supervised release pending trial, the
subject fled the United States, initiat-

ing an international fugitive investiga-
tion. U.S. Department of State Diplo-
matic Security Service agents assigned
to the Criminal Investigative Liaison
Branch in Washington, DC, and the
Assistant Regional Security Officer-
Investigator at the U.S. Embassy in
Yerevan coordinated with Armenian
law enforcement authorities who
promptly located and arrested the fugi-
tive. The General Prosecutor’s Office
of the Republic of Armenia, the U.S.
Department of Justice Office of Inter-
national Affairs, the U.S. Marshals
Service International Investigations
Branch, and the U.S. Embassy in
Yerevan coordinated closely on the
extradition process.

“International fugitives can
present serious risks to public safety,”
said Ambassador Mills. “We appreci-
ate the close cooperation of the Arme-
nian General Prosecutor’s Office and
Armenian law enforcement personnel
in helping to locate, arrest, and extra-
dite the individual so quickly.”

The fugitive will now face the
pending charges in a U.S. court.

Dean Cain, Montel Williams Awarded

Continued from page 1

reality and the events of 100 years ago
are very important,” Serzh Sarkisian
said. He pointed to the parallels be-
tween the Armenian Genocide and
today’s developments in Nagorno

Karabakh.

President Sarkisian awarded Dean
Cain and Montel Williams with Orders
of Honor for their contribution to the
international recognition of the Arme-
nian Genocide and prevention of geno-
cides and crimes against humanity.

March 10, 2018

Armenian Opposition Marks
2008 Unrest Anniversary

. MUSILLUUPSH 1-h
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YEREVAN -- Hundreds of people
rallied in Yerevan on Thursday to mark
the tenth anniversary of a deadly sup-
pression of anti-government street pro-
tests that followed a disputed Arme-
nian presidential held in February 2008.

The crowd led by top representa-
tives of the opposition Armenian Na-
tional Congress (HAK) marched to the
site of vicious clashes between secu-
rity forces and supporters of former
President Levon Ter-Petrosian, the
main opposition candidate in the ballot.
Eight protesters and two police ser-
vicemen died in the violence.

Thousands of people barricaded
themselves in downtown Yerevan on
March 1, 2008 hours after riot police
broke up nonstop demonstrations
staged by the Ter-Petrosian-led oppo-
sition in the city’s Liberty Square in
protest against alleged vote rigging.
The police and interior troops tried
unsuccessfully to disperse them be-
fore then President Robert Kocharian
called a state of emergency and or-
dered Armenian army units into the
capital. Scores of opposition members
and supporters were arrested in the
following weeks in a crackdown con-
demned by local and international hu-
man rights groups.

HAK leaders again charged that
Kocharian rigged the election to hand
over power to Serzh Sarkisian, his
preferred successor, when they ad-
dressed the demonstrators in Liberty
Square before the march.

Levon Zurabian, the deputy chair-
man of the opposition party headed by
Ter-Petrosian, described the authori-

Fhaia .

ties’ actions in March 2008 as a “vio-
lent act of usurpation of power.” He
claimed that the crackdown prevented
Armenia’s Constitutional Court from
invalidating the election results that
gave victory to Sarkisian.

Zurabian also condemned the
authorities for their failure to identify
and prosecute any of the individuals
personally responsible for the ten
deaths. “They won’t prosecute them-
selves and their murderers,” said Aram
Manukian, another senior HAK mem-
ber.

The crowd applauded as
Manukianread out the names of the ten
victims. Sargis Kloyan, whose son
Gor was among the protesters killed
ten years ago, also gave a speech,
alleging a government cover-up of the
killings.

The demonstrators were escorted
by riot police officers holding white
carnations as they walked towards an
unofficial memorial to the unrest vic-
tims. The officers joined the organiz-
ers and participants of the rally in
laying flowers there.

Ter-Petrosian did not take part in
the annual commemoration. The orga-
nizers gave no clear reasons for the
73-year-old ex-president’s absence.

The demonstrators also included
several other opposition figures not
affiliated with the HAK. One of them,
Nikol Pashinian, was a key speaker at
the opposition protest on March 1-2,
2008. Pashinian split from Ter-
Petrosian’s opposition movement af-
ter spending nearly two years in prison
on charges stemming from the unrest.

Radik Martirosyan Elected Vice President of
International Association of Science Academies

YEREVAN -- Radik Martirosyan,
president of Armenia’s National Acad-
emy of Sciences has been elected as
vice president of the International As-
sociation of Science Academies.

The association was established
in 1993 by renowned scientist Evgeny
Paton, president of Ukraine’s National
Academy of Sciences.

The association unites the sci-
ence academies of Russia, Belarus,
Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Armenia, Geor-
gia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Moldova, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan
and the science and technology
academy of Vietnam.

Since 2003 the association is an

official partner of UNESCO, and in2007
it was granted an observer status of the
CIS inter-parliamentary assembly.

The producers voiced hope that
the film would help change percep-

tions of the issue not only in the US,
but also worldwide.
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and Amy Ashvanian Appointed to the

California Judicial Bench

LOS ANGELES -- The Armenian
Bar Associationis pleased to announce
that two of its stalwart members—
Michael Amerianand Amy Ashvanian—
have been appointed as judges to the
California Superior Court in Los Ange-
les. Theirappointments were announced
on February 27, 2018, in a press release
issued from Governor Brown’s office,
which included Michael’s and Amy’s
biographies below:

Michael R. Amerian, 43, of Los
Angeles, served as a deputy city attor-
ney inthe Los Angeles City Attorney’s
Office since 2003. He served as a law
clerk for the Honorable Dickran M.
Tevrizian, Jr. atthe U.S. District Court,
Central District of California, from
1999 to 2000. Amerian earned a Juris
Doctor degree from the University of
Southern California School of Law
and a Bachelor of Science degree from
Georgetown University School of For-
eign Service. He fills the vacancy cre-
ated by the retirement of Judge R.
Carlton Seaver.

Armenui A. Ashvanian, 46, of
Glendale, has been appointed to a judge-
ship in the Los Angeles County Supe-
rior Court. Ashvanian has served as a
deputy district attorney at the Los
Angeles County District Attorney’s
Office since 2005 and has been an

adjunct assistant professor at the Glen-
dale University College of Law since
2014. She was an associate at
Yeghiayan and Associates from 2004
to 2005. Ashvanian earned a Juris
Doctor degree from the Glendale Uni-
versity College of Law and an Associ-
ate of Science degree from Glendale
Community College. She fills the va-
cancy created by the retirement of
Judge George Genesta.

In 2017, the Armenian Bar Asso-
ciation assembled a team of accom-
plished and highly-reputed trial attor-
neys from across California to serve
as members of the organization’s Judi-
cial Evaluation Committee (JEC).
Newly-appointed Amy Ashvanian was
the first applicant to matriculate
through the Armenian Bar’s JEC. The
committee’s mission is to evaluate
applicants and potential appointees to
the California judicial bench and to
make recommendations to the Gover-
nor and the Appointments Secretary
for those candidates who are deemed
to be well-qualified. The organizing
body recognized that to have an effec-
tive voice in the judicial appointment
process, it would be necessary that the
recommendations be made by those
with proven talent and relevant experi-
ence as trial attorneys.

Armen Sarkissian Elected Fourth President

Continued from page 1

The constitutional reforms com-
ing into effect also limit an Armenian
president to a single seven-year term.

Born in Yerevan on June 23,
1951, Armen Sarkissian graduated
from the Yerevan State University
(Department of Theoretical Physics
and Mathematics).

Dr Sarkissian is Vice Chairman
of East West Institute and holds hon-
orary and executive positions in nu-
merous international organisations, in-
cluding Member of Dean’s Advisory
Board, Kennedy School of Govern-
ment, Harvard University; Honorary
Senior Research Fellow at the School
of Mathematical Sciences, Queen Mary
& Westfield College, London Univer-
sity; the National Academy of Sci-
ences of Armenia, and others.

In 1997 His Holiness Pope John
Paul II bestowed the St. Gregory the
Great Award to Dr. Sarkissian. In
2008 he received the highest honour in
the Armenia Church, the St. Gregory
the Illuminator medal, from His Holi-

ness Karekin II.

From 1976 to 1984 he was a
professor of Physics at Yerevan State
University and subsequently Head of
the Department of Computer Model-
ling of Complex Systems at the
University’s Department of Theoreti-
cal Physics. In 1984 he became a
Visiting Research Fellow and later pro-
fessor at the University of Cambridge.

In October 1991, Dr. Sarkissian
established the first Armenian Em-
bassy in the West in London. He was
reappointed Ambassador to the United
Kingdom in 1998.

Dr. Sarkissian was the Prime
Minister of Armenia from 1996 to
1997.

In 2000 Dr. Sarkissian estab-
lished the Eurasia Centre at Cam-
bridge University’s Judge Business
School. Under his leadership, the
Programme implemented a series of
very successful projects, such as
the Eurasia Business Executive and
Leadership Programme for young
business professionals in the Eurasia
region.

March 10, 2018

An Armenian Family

Odyssey at Brand Library & Art Center

GLENDALE, CA - Continuity
and Rupture: An Armenian Family
Odyssey tells the story of an Armenian
family, the Dildilians, many of whose
members worked as photographers in
Ottoman Turkey. They lived, worked,
andraised their families in the Anatolian
cities of Sebastia (Sivas), Marsovan
(Merzifon), Samsun and the surround-
ing communities. The story begins in
the 1870s, tracing the lives of the
Dildilians through the last decades of
the declining Ottoman Empire. The
rupture created by the genocide and
their eventual exile from their home-
land in 1922 play a central role in the
story. While the surviving members of
the family rebuilt their lives in their
adopted countries of Greece, France,
and the United States, the Dildilians
never forgot the life they left behind.
The story is a painful one, encompass-
ing the violent eradication of Arme-
nians from their 3,000-year old home-
land. Yet the photographic narrative
also testifies to the cultural, educa-
tional, and commercial achievements
of this proud nation. Armenians were
among the first photographers in the
Middle East. Their talents soon gave
them a dominantrole in the profession.

Many of the photographs gath-
ered for this exhibition were taken
by Tsolag and Aram Dildilian over
the course of 34 years in the cities,
towns, and countryside of central
Anatolia and the Black Sea Coast.
Other members of the family worked
in the studio as it expanded across
the region. The next generation con-
tinued the family legacy of photog-
raphy in Greece and the United States
through the 1970s. The photographs
and glass negatives in the family
archive number in the thousands — a
truly unique treasure unmatched by
Armenian families who survived the
genocide. Additional photographs
from private collections and the
archive of Anatolia College have been
incorporated into the exhibition.

The texts of the exhibition were
written by Armen T. Marsoobian,
the grandson of Tsolag Dildilian.
They are based upon the written and
oral memoirs of two generations of
storytellers. Written accounts be-
ginning with Tsolag in the 1920s
were greatly expanded upon by his
brother Aram in the subsequent de-
cades. The women of the Dildilian

family also give written and oral
accounts including that of Tsolag
and Aram’s sister Haiganouch as
conveyed by her daughter Maritsa.

Between 2013 and 2016, exhibi-
tions were held in the Republic of Tur-
key based upon this photographic
archive and the extensive written and
recorded memoirs of the Dildilian fam-
ily. Under the farsighted leadership of
the civil society activist and philanthro-
pist, Osman Kavala, the Turkish NGO,
Anadolu Kiiltiir organized these
groundbreaking exhibitions across Tur-
key in the cities of Istanbul, Merzifon,
Diyarbakir, and Ankara. While contro-
versial — because of the official Turk-
ish state policy of genocide denial —
the exhibitions attempted to break the
silence surrounding Turkey’s troubled
and often violent past.

A full account of the family
story can be found in Marsoobian’s
recently published books, Fragments
of a Lost Homeland: Remembering
Armenia (I. B. Tauris, 2015) and
Reimagining a Lost Armenian Home:
The Dildilian Photography Collec-
tion (I. B. Tauris, 2017). Both books
will be available for sale at the Open-
ing Reception on Saturday, March
24, 6-9pm at Brand Library & Art
Center (1601 West Mountain St.
Glendale, CA91201). The exhibition
will be on view through April 27,
2018. All events held in conjunction
with the exhibition are free and open
to the public. The exhibition is
curated by Isin Onol and is dedicated
to Osman Kavala who currently is
imprisoned in Turkey for his human
rights work that has sought to foster
dialogue between Turks, Kurds,
Greeks, and Armenians.

Special events and program-
ming held in conjunction with this
exhibition will be announced.

This exhibition has been made
possible by the generous support of
the National Association for Arme-
nian Studies and Research, Antranik
Zorayan, Ararat-Eskijian Museum,
Harry Parsekian, Hamazkayin — Ar-
menian Cultural and Educational
Society, Armenian Museum of
America, Project SAVE Armenian
Photograph Archives, The Armenian
Center at Columbia University,
Southern Connecticut State Univer-
sity and Glendale Library Arts &
Culture Department.
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AGBU Western District Hosts an Evening
with Dr. Helen C. Evans

T
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HGHSCHOOL- PASADENA

PASADENA -- On February 22,
2018, AGBU Western District hosted
an evening with the curator of Byzan-
tine Art for the Metropolitan Museum
of Art (The MET) in New York, Dr.
Helen C. Evans, who provided details
onthe exhibition dedicated to the Arme-
nian culture. “Armenia” will be a his-
torical and cultural exhibit which will
focus on the development of Armenian
art from medieval Armenia and the
beginning of Christianity to the first
printed books in Armenian. Covering a
vast period of time from the 4th-17th
centuries, the exhibit will demonstrate
the spread of Armenians from their
homeland to the trade routes that would
extend across the globe. The exhibition
is scheduled to open on Armenia’s In-
dependence Day on September21,2018
and close on January 13, 2019.

Dr. Evans presented images of
many of the art pieces, both cultural
and religious, that are being curated

from around the world to be a part of
this very important and exclusive ex-
hibit. The crowd of attendees listened
in awe as Dr. Evans described the
riveting stories behind each art piece
she is curating.

“I hope what we can accomplish
with this exhibit is to communicate the
greatimportance of the Armenians and
the breathe of what you are and what
you connect to the art world...so the
world can appreciate it and connect it
to the world’s art,” said Dr. Evans,
when asked what she wants to achieve
with the “Armenia” exhibit.

This evening was one of many
that Dr. Evans will participate in over
the course of the next few months as
she continues to promote the impor-
tance of the exhibit.

For more information about
AGBU Western District and its pro-
grams and events, please visit
www.agbuwd.org.

Tribute Banquet Honoring

Sahan Arzruni and Kris Kalfayan

NEW YORK -- The Knights &
Daughters of Vartan will host a tribute
banquet to honor Sahan Arzruni and
Kris Kalfayan for their musical contri-
butions to the Armenian community
on Friday, May 18, 2018, under the
auspices of His Eminence Archbishop
Khajag Barsamian at the Haik & Alice
Kavookjian Auditorium in New York
City.

Organized by the Knights and
Daughters of Vartan Mamigonian
Lodge and the Anahid Otyag, the net
proceeds of the banquet will benefit
scholarship programs at the American
University of Armenia. Professor
Vartan Abdo, founding director of the

Armenian Radio Hour of New Jersey,
will serve as master of ceremonies.

Lifelong and active participants
in Armenian music in the New York
metro area and abroad, both Arzruni
and Kalfayan have been immersed in
the Armenian musical tradition since
childhood. Throughout their decades
of dedication, they have enriched the
Armenian culture through their deep
knowledge and generous contributions
of their time and efforts.

“We are honoring Sahan Arzruni
and Kris Kalfayan for their service to
our community,” said chairman Hirant
Gulian. “It’s important to recognize
and pay tribute to their commitment to
the Armenian Church and culture.”

March 10, 2018

Siobhan Nash-Marshall to Discuss Turkish
Denialism of the Armenian Genocide at
NAASR

BELMONT -- Dr. Siobhan Nash-
Marshall will present and discuss her
new book entitled “The Sins of the
Fathers: Turkish Denialism and the
Armenian Genocide” on Thursday,
March 22, at 7:30 p.m. at the National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) Center, 395 Con-
cord Ave., Belmont, MA 02478.

In 1915 the government of the
Ottoman Empire began systematically
torip Western Armenians off the lands
where their ancestors had lived since
time immemorial. It ordered that Ar-
menian men be murdered, and the
Armenian women, children, and grand-
parents be deported into areas of Syria
declared unfit for human life. Most of
the Armenians who managed to sur-
vive the death march were slaughtered
there. In The Sins of the Fathers—the
first partin The Betrayal of Philosophy
trilogy—Dr. Siobhan Nash-Marshall
connects the total disregard of fact
and people, of lands and history that
informed the Armenian Genocide and
Turkish denial to what is today in-
forming our world and culture.

Siobhan Nash-Marshall holds the
Mary T. Clark Chair of Christian Phi-
losophy at Manhattanville College.
Author of many academic books and
articles on metaphysics and the prob-
lem of evil, she also has written books

and articles for the general public—
Joan of Arc: A Spiritual Biography and
What It Takes to be Free: Religion and
the Roots of Democracy. In recent
years, Nash-Marshall has devoted a lot
of attention to genocide and genocide
negationism. The Sins of the Fathers is
her first book-length treatment of the
topic. After the breakout of the war in
Syria, Nash-Marshall and some friends
founded the Christians In Need Foun-
dation (CINF), through which they
attempt to help the ancient Christian
cultures of the world which are pres-
ently in peril.

For more information about this
program, contact NAASR at 617-489-
1610 or hg@naasr.org.

Pianist, recitalist and chamber
music artist, Arzruni has toured in
concert around the world and has been
featured in broadcasting specials. Mo-
tivated by ethnic awareness in the
United States, Arzruni has continu-
ously researched the musical roots of
his Armenian heritage, recording an-
thologies of Armenian piano music and
delivering academic papers for vener-
able universities. He has received the
Sts. Sahak & Mesrob Medal in 1996
from His Holiness Karekin II and in
2016 was awarded the Movses
Khorenatsi presidential medal for pro-
moting the cultural ties between Arme-
nia and the Diaspora. Arzruni, who
holds degrees from The Juilliard School
and has pursued doctoral studies at
New York University, was appointed
the full-fledged representative of
Armenia’s Ministry of Culture in the
Diaspora.

The Director of the Diocese’s
Gomidas Choir, Kalfayan was exposed
to the Armenian Church rituals and
music at an early age through his
parents. In his childhood years, he
sang in the Children’s Choruses of the
Metropolitan Opera and the New Y ork
City Opera. In the service of the Arme-
nian Church, he was the organist of
New York’s Holy Cross Church and

St. Vartan Cathedral, Director of St.
Vartan Cathedral Boys Choir and di-
rector of the St. Vartan Cathedral Choir.
Kalfayan, a graduate of New York’s
High School of Music & Art and
Fordham University, has been serving
as Musical Director of the Diocesan
Gomidas Choir since 1981. In 2008,
His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Pa-
triarch and Catholicos of all Arme-
nians, awarded Kalfayan with a Pon-
tifical Encyclical and the St. Nersess
the Graceful Medal, in recognition of
his decades of service to the Armenian
Church.

“The Knights of Vartan organiza-
tion has always been at the forefront of
advancing Armenian culture,” said
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian. “I am
so pleased that they have chosen as
this year’s honorees two true artists:
Sahan Arzruni and Kris Kalfayan, who
have both brought so much light into
our community, and have likewise
brought the treasures of Armenian
music out into the world.”

The tribute banquet will take place
on Friday, May 18, 2018 at 7:30 p.m.
at Haik and Alice Kavookjian Audito-
rium, 630 Second Avenue in New
York City. For tickets call Hirant (212)
764-8730 or Ruby (201) 313-1762.

-Taleen Babayan

Mark Your Clanedar

Join the Armenian Assembly of America for its Philadelphia
Celebration at the National Constitution Center
on Saturday, April 28, 2018, starting at 6:00 pm.

The Armenian Assembly will be honoring longtime members and Life
Trustees Peter and Irene Vosbikian. The evening's entertainment will
feature Kevork Artinian Entertainment and his Band.

To learn more about the Philadelphia Celebration, please visit
www.aimhye.com. Please RSVP by Monday, April 16.
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HARRY THE HANDYMAN SERVICES

Air Conditioning Repair
Plumbing & Roofing
Water & Gas Pipes » Fencing & Painting

Iron Work Repair « Electrical Job
Email: haroutig007@gmail.com

Dependable - Reliable - Fast Work
CALL HARRY

818:.219.3314
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