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ARMENIAN COUNCIL OF AMERICA

Presents a special screening of

™8 Tntent to Destroy

Death, Denial & Depiction

Sunday April 08 2018
at 3:00 pm

INTENT TO DESTROY, Pulling back the curtain ow Genocide
censorship in Hollywood due to- U.S. government pressure to-

appease o so-called strategic ally. Intent To- Desivoy embeds

with a hMistoric feature production as a springboard to-explove

Whoever controls
the narrative, controls
the history.

the violent history of the Armenian Genocide and legacy of

Turkish suppression and denial over the past century.

United Artist La Canada §

1919 Verdugo Blvd. La Canada Flintridge, CA
Limited Seating
To Reserve Tickets Call:

8318.660.5142

www.ArmenianCouncil.org
@ArmenianCouncil
pifacebook.com/ArmenianCouncil
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Artsakh President Bako Sahakian Meets with
Members of Congress at the US Capitol

WASHINGTON, DC -- Nagorno-
Karabakh Republic Bako Sahakian vis-
ited the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday
where he was welcomed by members
Congress.

Sahakian met with a group of
members of the House Foreign Affairs
Committee, discussed issues related to
the Nagorno-Karabakh-U.S. relations,
the settlement of the Azerbaijani-
Karabakh conflict and issues related to
regional processes. A reception de-
voted to the 30th anniversary of the
1988 Karabakh movement was orga-
nized at the Congress.““In his speech
Sahakian highlighted the importance
of the meetings organized by the su-
preme legislative body of the United
States, noting that they also “enhance
the degree of our responsibility in the
course of carrying out hard and pains-
taking work, further deepening and

developing bilateral relations.

“I am optimistic — it will be defi-
nitely so, for we consider the United
States to be a friendly country, a state
which has become a second homeland
for millions of Armenians. I am opti-
mistic because we have here devoted,
sincere and honest friends, who have
been standing by Karabakh for many
years, supporting our people, provid-
ing objective information about our
country worldwide. We highly assess
our friendly ties, considering them to
be a precious asset,” stressed the
Karabakh leader in his speech, as quoted
by his press office.

Sahakian added that Karabakh
“greatly acknowledges the support
rendered by the American people” and
emphasized “the special role that the

Continued on page4

Jirayr Sefilian Sentenced to
10.5 Years in Prison

YEREVAN -- Jirayr Sefilian, a
radical opposition figure, was sen-
tenced to 10.5 years in prison on Tues-
day nearly two years after being ar-
rested on charges of plotting an armed
revolt against the Armenian govern-
ment.

A court in Yerevan also handed
down prison sentences ranging from 2
to 5.5. years to six other defendants
who went on trial with Sefilian last
May.

The shortest jail term was given
to Hovannes Petrosian, the sole defen-
dant who has testified against Sefilian.
Petrosian has said that the latter had
told him to prepare for the seizure for
a television tower in Yerevan.

The prosecutors claim that
Sefilian formed an armed group to
attack this and several other “strate-
gic” facilities, including a military base
just outside the capital, with the aim of
forcing the Armenian authorities to
take “certain actions.” They also say
that he planned to organize “mass dis-
turbances” in Yerevan during the April

2015 commemorations of the cente-
nary of the Armenian genocide in Ot-
toman Turkey.

Sefilian and all other defendants
except Petrosian have strongly denied
these accusations as politically moti-
vated.

Speaking at the end of his trial,
Sefilian called the criminal case against
him and the other men a “fairy tale.”
The jailed leader of Founding Parlia-
ment, a radical opposition movement,
also accused the presiding judge,
Tatevik Grigorian, of resorting to “ille-
gal actions” throughout the trial.

Sefilian has frequently and bit-
terly argued with Grigorian during
court hearings in the high-profile case.
The Lebanese-born oppositionist has
beenrepeatedly banned from the court-
roomas aresult. The 30-year-old judge
has also sanctioned his and other de-
fendants’ lawyers for contempt of
court.

Continued on page4

Sarkisian Cites “Threats” to Armenia’s
National Security as Reason for His
Continued Rule

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian gave on Monday
the strongest indication yet that he will
become Armenia’s prime minister and
thus extend his decade-long rule after
serving out his final presidential term
on April 9.

In comments to the Tert.am news
service, Sarkisian downplayed his 2014
pledge not to hold on to power if
Armenia becomes a parliamentary re-
public as a result of his controversial
constitutional changes. He cited the
increased risk of renewed fighting in
Nagorno-Karabakh and other security
challenges facing the country.

Sarkisian had specifically prom-
ised that he would “not aspire” to the
post of prime minister under a parlia-
mentary system of government. But
he subsequently declined to reaffirm
that pledge.

In recent months, his political
allies have increasingly made a case
for his continued rule. This has led
Armenian opposition leaders to accuse
the outgoing president of not keeping
his word.

Sarkisian claimed on Monday that
his political opponents are taking his
2014 statement “out of context.” “I
still do not aspire to the post of prime
minister,” he said. “But I have never
regarded myself as someone who is

guided by prejudice or rigid thinking. I
cannot fail to reckon with the reality
and think that I bear no responsibility
for the future and our country’s smooth
course.”

Sarkisian said in that regard that
“threats” to Armenia’s security and
stability have increased since he initi-
ated the ongoing transition to a parlia-
mentary system of government. In
particular, he cited the April 2016 fight-
ing in Karabakh and the July 2016
attack on a police station in Yerevan
staged by radical opposition members.

Sarkisian went on to speak of
ongoing unofficial “discussions” within
his Republican Party of Armenia (HHK)

Continued on page 2

ACA Endorses Luz Rivas for California’s
39th State Assembly District

LOS ANGELES -- The Armenian
Council of America-PAC is pleased to
announce the endorsement of Luz
Rivas for California’s 39th State As-
sembly district.

With a Bachelor's degree in Elec-
trical Engineering from MIT and a
Master's degree in Education from
Harvard, Luz Rivas returned to the
district and in 2011 founded DIY (Do-
It- Yourself) Girls, a nonprofit based
in the Valley that encourages girls to
become interested in science and tech-
nology. Since 2012, the program has
served over 2000 girls from grades 4-
12, helping them develop skills as en-
gineers and designers.

Most recently, Luz served as a
City of Los Angeles Public Works
Commissioner where she continued
her gender equity work. In that capac-
ity she worked on events to help
women-owned businesses compete for
city contracts. She also led a recruit-
ment initiative for women engineers in
Public Works by reaching out to groups
like the Society of Women Engineers
to increase the number of women ap-
plicants.

The Armenian Council of America-
PAC believes Luz Rivas’ educational

background, experience in the public
and private sector, along with the non-
profit sector establishes her to be best
suited to represent the California’s 39th
State Assembly district.

California’s 39th State Assembly
district, with a growing Armenian
American community, encompasses
the northeastern San Fernando Valley,
running up against the San Gabriel
Mountains, covering the following
neighborhoods: Arleta, Lake View Ter-
race, Mission Hills, North Hollywood,
Pacoima, Sun Valley, Sunland-
Tujunga, Sylmar, and San Fernando.
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ACA Presents a Special Screening of
Intent to Destroy

GLENDALE -- The Armenian
Council of America presents a screening
of the Documentary “Intent to Destroy,
Death, Denial & Depiction” at United
Artists La Canada 8 theaterin La Canada,
CA on April 8, 2018 at 3pm.

By intertwining three separate
threads — the modern day production
of The Promise, the history of the
Genocide, and the century of interna-
tional repression — Intent To Destroy
coalesces to provide a comprehensive
view on the atrocities of 1915 to 1923
and their resounding aftermath right
up to the present day.

Pulling back the curtain on Geno-
cide censorship in Hollywood due to
U.S. government pressure to appease
a so called strategic ally, ‘Intent To
Destroy’ embeds with a historic fea-
ture production as a springboard to
explore the violent history of the Ar-
menian Genocide and legacy of Turk-
ish suppression and denial over the
past century.

Fon bt P Tnmihor o Pesodive L o “Felalisois Sani L o€ il
=2y (=) G () (momd (G M=
kS :w} gjm,.}{me Y o b o {;;cﬁ?
fon Bty i

Intent to Destroy

Dieath, Denial & Depletion

Whoewer acntrols
thne mrrative, contralo
ha friakary.

Intent to Destroy is directed by
Academy Award nominated director
Joe Berlinger, featuring Shohreh
Aghdashloo, Taner Ak¢am, and Hagop
Asadourian. For tickets please call 1-
818-660-5142.

Aliyev Insists On ‘Historic Azeri Lands’
In Armenia

BAKU -- Azerbaijan’s
President [lham Aliyev has
stood by his claims that [
much of modern-day Ar- | *
menia lies in “historic
Azerbaijanilands.”

“I'haverepeatedly said
and want to say once again
that the territory of con-
temporary Armenia is his-
toric Azerbaijani lands. |~
There are numerous books
and maps confirming that,”
Aliyev said on Monday at |

the start of official celebra-

tions of Nowruz, the ancient Persian
New Year marked as a public holiday
in Azerbaijan.

“Let those who don’t know this
know this,” he added, according to
Azerbaijani news agencies. “The
Azerbaijani youth must know this first
and foremost. Let it know that most of
modern-day Armenia is historic
Azerbaijani lands. We will never forget
this.”

Aliyev has repeatedly made such
statements in the last few years, most
recently on February 8. Speaking at a
pre-election congress of his Yeni
Azerbaycan party, he pledged to “re-
turn Azerbaijanis” to Yerevan,
Armenia’s southeastern Syunik prov-
ince and the area around Lake Sevan.

Armenia condemned that state-
ment, with President Serzh Sarkisian
saying it shows that Baku is not com-
mitted to a compromise solution to the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. [t was also

criticized by the Russian Foreign Min-
istry.

The U.S., Russian and French
mediators co-heading the OSCE Minsk
Group urged the parties to the Karabakh
conflict to avoid “inflammatory state-
ments” in a joint statement issued on
February 11. The statement failed to
satisfy Yerevan. Armenian officials
called for an explicit international con-
demnation of Aliyev’s claims.

“As expected, lack of proper in-
ternational reaction to [the Azerbaijani
president’s] territorial claims towards
Armenia inspired him to claim larger
territories,” Tigran Balayan, the Arme-
nian Foreign Ministry spokesman,
tweeted on Monday, reacting to
Aliyev’s latest declaration.

The Azerbaijani leader, who in-
herited power from his father Heydar
Aliyevin 2003, is seeking a fourth term
in office in a snap presidential election
slated for April 11.

Sarkisian Cites “Threats” to Armenia

Continued from page 1

and its junior coalition partner,
Dashnaktsutyun, on who should be
the country’s next, far more powerful
prime minister.

“I don’t know when we will fin-
ish those discussions,” he claimed.
“But if we decide after all that my
candidacy will be nominated then that

will be done with one supplement on
my part to the effect that parallel to
fully performing my constitutional
duties I will be spending more time
transferring our country’s entire vis-
ible and not visible experience of the
past years to young political leaders.
This is an issue which is extremely
important right now.”

Armenian opposition forces have
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Normalization Protocols, Says Turkey

BAKU (RFE/RL) -- It was “not
nice” of Yerevan to annul diplomatic
protocols that would normalize its re-
lations with Ankara, a senior Turkish
official said on a trip to Baku on Friday
as repor

In the first official public reac-
tion of Ankara to Yerevan’s move
Turkey’s Deputy Foreign Minister
Ahmet Yildiz again linked the imple-
mentation of the agreements, which
were never ratified by parliaments in
either country, to the resolution of the
protracted Armenian-Azerbaijani con-
flict over Nagorno-Karabakh.

The Turkish-Armenian accords en-
visaging the establishment of diplomatic
relations and opening of the border be-
tween the two countries was signed
through the mediation of Switzerland in
Zurich in late 2009. The United States
and Russia supported Yerevan and An-
kara in their endeavor to normalize his-
torically strained relations.

In negotiating the deal Armenia
insisted that its implementation should
not be conditioned on other issues.
After its signing, however, Turkey
repeatedly linked it with progress in
Armenia’s negotiations with its re-
gional ally, Azerbaijan, regarding the
settlement of the conflict over
Nagorno-Karabakh.

Citing Ankara’s continuing re-
fusal to implement the normalization

protocols unconditionally, Armenia
formally annulled the agreements on
March 1.

Although the Zurich protocols
between Turkey and Armenia had not
been enacted, it was not nice of the
Armenian side to take a decision to
annul them,” said Yildiz, who attended
an international forum hosted in Baku.

Azerbaijani news agency APA
quoted the Turkish diplomat as claim-
ing that Yerevan benefited more from
the protocols than Ankara. “It is their
decision. All the same they have dem-
onstrated their unwillingness to settle
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict over
all these years. This way they once
again demonstrate the same position.
What we do expect from them above
all is their withdrawal from the
Azerbaijani land. This was the key to
resolving this conflict. But they did not
want it,” Yildiz added.

During anews briefing in Yerevan
on Thursday Armenia’s Deputy For-
eign Minister Shavarsh Kocharian con-
firmed that the decision to annul the
protocols was properly communicated
to Turkey and reiterated that “the Ar-
menian side is ready to conduct nego-
tiations aimed at normalizing relations
without preconditions. "We have not
received any offer from the Turkish
side in that direction,” the senior Ar-
menian diplomat said.

President-Elect Armen Sarkissian Meets
IT Specialists in Silicon Valley

SILICON VALLEY -- Armenia’s
President-elect Armen Sarkissian met
with nearly 200 representatives of IT
companies of the Silicon Valley in
California, among whom majority were
Armenian specialists, Sarkissian’s Of-
fice reported.

During a 3-hour meeting the par-
ticipants exchanged views on the cur-
rent trends of high technologies, as
well as use of innovative solutions in
different sectors of the economy.

Armen Sarkissian presented Ar-
menian achievements in information
technologies industry, noting that com-
petitiveness is becoming increasingly
important.

According to him, Armenia has
a huge potential that may contribute
to the country's economic develop-

ment, strengthening international co-
operation and will promote invest-
ments.

Many of the participants ad-
dressed a lot of questions to the Presi-
dent-elect on Armenia’s future devel-
opment and current challenges. A wide
range of issues relating to the Nagorno
Karabakh conflict settlement process,
development of fundamental science,
transparency in governance field, repa-
triation of young specialists, gender
equality, relations with neighbor states
were discussed.

Armen Sarkissian also had a pri-
vate meeting with President of Synop-
sis, Inc. Chi-Foon Chan during which
issues relating to the company’s activ-
ity in Armenia and prospects were
discussed.

already condemned Sarkisian’s per-
ceived plans to prolong his rule. Some

of them have pledged to stage street
protests against such a development.
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Berge Setrakian Awarded with Artsakh
Republic "Mesrob Mashtots' Order

March 24, 2018

Screening of Armenian-Iranian Director
Anahit Abad’s ‘Yeva’ Banned in Istanbul

WASHINGTON, DC — On
March 15, the president of the Repub-
lic of Artsakh Bako Sahakyan and his
delegation met with heads of the Ar-
menian American community to dis-
cuss state-building issues related to
Artsakh and the role of the diaspora in
the life of the country. After express-
ing his gratitude to the attendees for
their involvement in numerous socio-
economic programs, he presented
AGBU President Berge Setrakian with
the Mesrob Mashtots Order, the high-
est honor conferred upon civilians, for
the longstanding leadership he pro-
vided in his support, commitment and
services rendered to the republic.

Throughout the development of
the Republic of Artsakh, AGBU has
demonstrated its unwavering support
inmultiple ways, from providing emer-
gency medical aid to victims and sol-
diers, advancing education through
extension courses, creative technolo-
gies, and specialized training to sup-
porting agricultural and cultural initia-
tives to help build a strong socio-
economic future.

In his acceptance remarks, Mr.
Setrakian expressed his hopes that “the
same kind of spirit that animated the
liberation movement 30 years ago can
be regenerated now to continue to
strengthen Artsakh and secure its self-
determination.” He noted that, “Al-
though much help was sent, it wasn’t
enough,” encouraging the community
to do more so that the economy of
Artsakh can be developed. He also
stated that strengthening the economy
of Artsakh is not difficult. It takes just
a little attention and effort. He cited as
an example the fact that about 20,000
tourists visited Arsakh last year and if
that number could be increased to
50,000, it would make a big difference
in the lives of the citizens of the repub-
lic. Mr. Setrakian concluded his re-
marks by stating that Artsakh is not
only a matter of territorial integrity and
independence, it is a matter of a “spirit”
animating the pride of our nation.

President Sahakyan also recog-
nized the important role of the U.S.
Armenian organizations in building in-
ternational recognition of Artsakh.

Aurora Humanitarian Initiative Announced
a Call for Volunteers

YEREVAN -- Aurora Humanitar-
ian Initiative announced a call for vol-
unteers to participate in the 2018 Au-
rora Prize special weekend of events
that will take place from June 8-10.

“We are looking for responsible
and energetic individuals, wishing to
contribute to the cause of humanity
and gain unforgettable experience,
as part of an important international
event in Armenia. Join us to help,
learn, and share the celebration of
the human spirit and wonderful work
of those people, who save others

risking their own life and making our
world a better place to live!”,
Aurora’s statement says.

All interested candidates are in-
vited to apply by filling out and submit-
ting the application form by April 8,
2018.

Shortlisted candidates will be in-
vited for an interview. The results of
the selection process will be announced
by May 8, 2018.

For additional information, con-
tact Maria Aloyan: +374 55 220147,
m.aloyan@auroraprize.com.

ISTANBUL — The planned
screening of Armenian-Iranian movie
titled ‘Yeva’ in Istanbul on Saturday
was banned by Turkey’s Ministry of
Interior on the request of Azerbaijan.

Melek Ozman from The Inter-
national FilmMor Women’s Festival
told Bianet that the Consulate of
Azerbaijan first sent an official letter
to French Cultural Center, the venue
of the Festival, and asked them to
cancel the screening. Later, they
applied to Turkish Authorities. Even-
tually the Festival received a written

order from the Turkish Ministry ban-
ning the screening.

Filmed by Armenian-Iranian di-
rector Anahit Abad, ‘Yeva’ tells the
story of a woman who escapes her
influential in-laws with her daughter
Nareh, after her husband’s death and
takes refuge in one of the villages of
Karabakh, where she has to live in
disguise.

The film was submitted this year
by the Armenian National Film Acad-
emy for best foreign-language film at
the Academy Awards.

Henrikh Mkhitaryan Visits with Wounded
Soldiers at Homeland Defender’s
Rehabilitation Center, Donates a Car

YEREVAN — Armenian national
football team captain, and Arsenal
midfielder Henrikh Mkhitaryan visited
the Homeland Defender’s Rehabilita-
tion Center adjacent to the Yerevan
Medical University on Monday, where
he met with students and teaching
staff. The main goal of the visit was to
meet with wounded and disabled sol-
diers at the Center.

Mkhitaryan arrived in Armenia to
prepare for friendly matches with the
national teams of Estonia and Lithuania
on March 24 and 27. Accompanied by
YSMU Rector Armen Muradyan,

Henrikh Mkhitaryan got acquainted
with the Rehabilitation Center, talked
to patients and students. The Armenia
captain donated the car he received as
Armenia’s Best Athlete to the center.

The Homeland Defender’s Re-
habilitation Centre opened this Janu-
ary at the Heratsi Hospital Complex.
The Centre was established as a re-
sult of cooperation between the
Yerevan State Medical University and
Armenia’s Ministry of Defense, with
the support of the country’s presi-
dent and funds donated by philan-
thropists and individuals.

SEROP'S CAFE
GREEK & LEBANESE FOOD

SERYING BATON ROUGE SINGE 1979
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AGBU Hosts Inaugural
Western District Conference

LAS VEGAS -- On March 10,
2018, the AGBU Western District
Committee hosted its inaugural West-
ern District Conference in Las Vegas,
NV at the Palms Casino Resort. The
Western District chose Las Vegas for
the conference location in light of the
continued growth of the Armenian
community and committed AGBU
chapter there, chaired by Vazrik
Makarian. Various groups from West-
ern District states were in attendance.
Among the attendees were district
board members, chapter chairs, com-
mittee members, and prospective
members from Las Vegas, Phoenix
and Los Angeles. Arda Haratunian,
AGBU central board member, was
also in attendance and served as the
keynote speaker.*

The theme of the all-day con-
ference was "Thinking Globally,
Working Locally." Setting the tone
for the entire day, Ms. Haratunian
presented on "A Global Perspective
with Local Impact" which gave an
overview of AGBU and its impact in
the Armenian communities across
the globe. Following her lead, the
Western District staff and board mem-
bers presented on the new direction of
communications, development and
outreach, event ideation and coordina-
tion for the Western District. Closing
the conference was an open discus-
sion on how the Western District can
work with various AGBU groups to

cater to community needs.

During his opening remarks,
while reflecting on his years with the
AGBU family and why he continues to
serve as the Las Vegas chapter chair,
Vazrik Makarian expressed, "AGBU is
the most integrity driven, the most
transparent and honest organization.
That is why I am a part of it."

Mr. Makarian's sentiments to-
wards AGBU were echoed by many
conference goers throughout the day.
The room was filled with passion,
energy and fresh ideas on how to
revitalize and engage more communi-
ties with AGBU programs, events, and
fundraising efforts for all Armenian
causes. By the end of the day, it was
clear that the conference was a great
success; and much needed to build a
bridge between AGBU groups in order
to create a Western District power-
house, focused on the local and global
AGBU agenda.

Established in 1906, AGBU
(www.agbu.org) is the world's largest
non-profit Armenian organization.
Headquartered in New York City,
AGBU preserves and promotes the
Armenian identity and heritage through
educational, cultural and humanitarian
programs, annually touching the lives
of some 500,000 Armenians around
the world.

For more information about
AGBU Western District, please visit
www.agbuwd.org.

Jirayr Sefilian Sentenced to 10.5 Years in Prison

Continued from page 1

The lawyers, backed by some
human rights activists, have decried
what they call serious violations of due
process. They have insisted that the
prosecution has failed to substantiate
its grave accusations. Grigorian
claimed the opposite in her ruling,
however.

Sefilian, 51, was arrested in June
2016 less than a month before three
dozen members and supporters of
Founding Parliament seized a police
compound in Yerevan’s Erebuni dis-
trict to demand his release and Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian’s resignation. The
gunmen laid down their weapons after
a two-week standoff with security
forces which left three police officers
dead. They are now standing three
separate trials.

Sefilian was the commander of

the Shushi special military battalion
during 1991-1994 Artsakh liberation
war and played a significant role dur-
ing the Battle of Shusi. Sefilian has
been a vocal critic of both the current
and previous Armenian governments.
In 2006, he was arrested shortly after
setting up an anti-government union of
fellow war veterans. The authorities
claimed that they planned to mount an
armed uprising against then President
Robert Kocharian.

Sefilian was cleared of the coup
charge during his subsequent trial. Still,
he spent 18 months in prison for alleg-
edly illegal arms possession.

Sefilian was again detained along
with his four associates in 2015,
ahead of a series of anti-government
rallies planned by them in Yerevan.
They were charged with plotting
street violence but were set free a
month later.
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An Evening of Reflection: “In the [Spring]
Time of Your Life”

BY MICHAEL RETTIG

In an increasingly
fast-paced world, in
which success is often
measured by one’s mon-
etary gains, it is important
to remember to live with
intention and awareness.
On Tuesday, March 6,
2018, Megan A. Jendian
delivered an apt reminder
of'this “intentional living”
in her multimedia presen-
tation, “In the [Spring]
Time of Your Life;” an
exploration of the concept
of “time” as expressed in
both William Saroyan’s literary writ-
ings and in unique features of the
Armenian liturgical tradition.

On behalf ofthe Armenian Cultural
Conservancy (ACC), Dr. Matthew Ari
Jendian, professor and*“department chair
of sociology and director of
Humanics@FresnoState, welcomed
nearly 100 guests to the enrichment pro-
gram at Woodward Park Regional Li-
brary, encouraged supporters to become
members of ACC, and introduced his
sister Megan as the evening’s presenter.

According to neuroscientific re-
search, the brain perceives time differ-
ently based on one’s awareness and
engagement with the present. Through
highlighting the significance of the
name, characters, and content of
Saroyan’s 1939 play, The Time of
Your Life, Jendian shared several ex-
amples of his sophisticated understand-
ing of time and art which is often
overlooked by his reviewers. Saroyan
believed that successful art alters one’s
awareness of time by intensifying one’s
experience in the moment, thus creat-
ing a sense of timelessness.

As noted by Jendian, and detailed
in David Calonne’s study of Saroyan’s
writings, My Real Work is Being, the
central philosophical concern in The
Time of Your Life was the struggle for
“true being” against the spiritual desert
of modernity. Saroyan clearly stated:
“My intention in creating art is to remind
people to focus their attention on the
splendid things: purity, innocence, natu-
ral humor, and the indistinctive capacity
for renewal in thespirit of man.” This
point is encapsulated by Joe, the main
character in The Time of Your Life: “I
want to live while I'm alive.

In the second part of her presen-
tation, Jendian shared four of many

features of the Armenian faith tradition
that exemplify their ancient “theology
of time”: the cross & architecture, the
alphabet (specifically the seventh let-
ter, “eh”), the liturgical calendar, and
the elaborate hymnography. Jendian
noted that numerous hymns include
the refrain “Today” and that the Arme-
nian musical heritage serves as a point
of connection that facilitates participa-
tion in a present moment that is both
historical, yet not fully past.

Connecting us to the presence of
the eternal, both Saroyan’s writings
and the Armenian faith tradition re-
mind us to awaken, open our eyes, and
pay attention so we may revel in life’s
moments of grace, truth, and life,”
Jendian encouraged during the dande-
lion tea reception.. “Let this reflection
be an invitation - in the springtime of
your life - to look more deeply, see
more clearly, and perhaps live your life
as magnificent art.

A native of Fresno, CA, Megan
A.Jendian is a Saroyan literary enthu-
siast, graduate of the University of
California, Irvine, and holds Master of
Arts degrees from St. Nersess and St.
Vladimir’s Orthodox Seminaries. She
currently contributes as an editor and
consultant for several publications.
Over the last decade, Jendian has co-
created and implemented Diocesan
curricula for retreat programs in New
York, New England, the South, and
the Midwest, provided 2017 Lenten
presentations within Armenian com-
munities of Racine, WI and Charlotte,
NC, and continues to facilitate adult
education seminars for parishes and
organizations upon invitation.*

For further information, call
(559)226-1984 or visit
armenianculturalconservancy.org

Artsakh President Bako Sahakian

Continued frompage 1

House of Representatives, the Senate,
our congressman and senator friends
have in this process.

The Karabakh leader also stressed
Washington’s “considerable contribu-
tion to maintaining peace and stability
in our region, to the peaceful and fair
settlement of the Azerbaijani-Karabakh
conflict.

“Cementing and deepening ties
with the United States have always
been and will remain among the funda-
mental directions of our foreign

policy,” Sahakian underscored.

During the reception, Sahakian
handed Nagorno-Karabakh state
awards to a group of U.S. congress-
men and senators for supporting
Karabakh and for their tangible contri-
bution to the development of Karabakh-
USA relations. The recipients included
Senator Jack Reed (D-RI), House For-
eign Affairs Committee Chairman Ed
Royce (R-CA) and Ranking Democrat
Eliot Engel (D-NY), and Representa-
tives David Cicilline, Jim Costa, Brad
Sherman, Adam Schiff, and David
Valadao.
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“Education is the road to
equality and citizenship”
- Martin Luther King Jr.
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Because We Believe Quality Public Schools
Make A Better California For All Of Us
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ASSOCIATION
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