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DISABILITY

CA Insurance Lic. #0494056 / #0C99815
MARONIANINSURANCE.COM

served our community’s
insurance needs.

Call us today!

(818) 500 9585
(818) 269 0909
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Join us for a free public presentation and discussion on...

Armenia’s Cultural Revolution

g Lilit Makunts, the new Minister of Culture for the Republic
of Armenia, will discuss cultural developments that led to

the recent "Velvet Revalution” in Armenia and her vision for
the future under the newly-established government of Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan. A question/answer session will follow.

FRIDAY

JUNE

29

by Alec Mout

Library, Arts & Culture &

Co-hosted by Glendale Library, Arts & Culture and Creative Armenia

Vice President of Productions & Programs for Creative Armenia

(:]5) Glandale
g lenda IEQQ C< DOWNTOWN CENTRAL

’-,,_ =

DOWNTOWN
CENTRAL

LIBRARY, ARTS & CULTURE

California

PUBLIC LIBRARY
AUDITORIUM

Visitors to the Downtown Cemtentral Library receive 3 hours FREE parking across
Harvard Street at the Markelplace parking structure with validation,
Handicapped parking s available an the east side of the buflding

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT info@glendaielac.org or 816-548-2030.

222 E. HARVARD STREET
GLENDALE
(Enter on side entrance
off of Louise Street]
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Deputy Minister of Economic Development and
Investments, RA - Ms. Mane Adamian

Deputy Minister of Transport, Communication and
Information Technologies, RA - Mr. Hakob Arshakyan

International Commerce Team Leader, Business
Armenia, Mr. Narek Aleksanyan

business
N

-
A
-

Consulate General of Armenia
in Los Angeles,
Armenian American Business Council
and
Business Armenia
Invite you to

Select Armenia

Special Guests from Armenia

Armenia’s Deputy Prime Minister

Honorable Tigran Avinyan
And

Saturday June 30, 2018
10:00AM to 4:30PM

Embassy Suites by Hilton

Los Angeles Glendale
800 N. Central Ave.,
Glendale, CA 91203

Please RSVP to
aabe.usinfo@gmail.com

ubpp Swbigfunedibp wpanf k-
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PM Pashinian:

Rule of Law and Human Rights Will be Strictly Respected
in Fight Against Corruption

HILEST GEEICE OF THE
COYER ET OF AlIETLL

YEREVAN -- Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinian held a consultation
with representatives of law enforce-
ment authorities to discuss the fight
against corruption.

“Today, the fight against corrup-
tion is the most discussed issue in
Armenia, and the law enforcement au-
thorities are taking serious measures in
this direction. It is natural because the

fight against corruption has been one
of my government’s priorities. We
must strictly adhere to lawfulness and
the respect for human rights to pre-
vent any misinterpretation of law en-
forcers’ activities. As we ushered in
the anti-corruption campaign, we si-
multaneously turned the page of politi-
cal persecutions and political prison-
ersin Armenia,” the Prime Ministersaid.

Armenia and the Post Velvet Revolution
Presented by Dr. Hampig Sarafian

FRESNO — The Armenian Cul-
tural Conservancy (ACC) and the Ar-
menian Council of America (ACA) or-
ganized an evening lecture by Dr.
Hampig Sarafian, Chairman of the So-
cial Democrat Hunchakian Party’s
Central Committee titled “Armenia and
the Post Velvet Revolution Movement”
at Fresno’s Woodward Park Regional
Library on June 18.

Addressing the large audience
was Deacon Allan Y. Jendian, Public-
ity Chair of ACC, who delivered the
opening remarks and gave a brief in-
troduction on the traditional Armenian
political parties and the cultural, edu-
cational and political action organiza-
tions that function under their aus-
pices.

Sevak Khatchadorian, Chairman
of ACA, discussed the mission of ACA,
that includes bridging the gap between
elected US officials and the Armenian
American communities in the United
States, strengthening U.S. — Armenia
and U.S. — Artsakh ties and promoting
good governance in Armenia. Mr.
Khatchadorian then introduced Dr.
Sarafian.

Dr. Sarafian delivered an intel-
lectual and thought provoking presen-
tation about Armenia by highlighting
the major events since the indepen-
dence in 1991 that resulted in subver-
sion of the rule of law and erosion of
checks and balances between the three

Continued onpage4

It is important to ensure that the
law enforcement agencies’ operations
do not give rise to misinterpretations.
It is crucial for us to agree upon a
common format of action. Firstly, we
need to make sure that the anticorrup-
tion fight will be continued, and that
the process will be more efficacious,
proceeding from the respect for hu-
man rights, legality and public inter-
est,” Nikol Pashinian emphasized.

The representatives of law en-
forcement agencies reported back the
ongoing activities and the steps to be
taken in the fight against corruption.
Reference was made to the need for
enhancing the effectiveness of coop-
eration between different law enforce-
ment agencies.

Rep. Schiff Attacked by
Erdogan Spokesman
After Calling Out
Turkey’s Descent into
Authoritarianism

WASHINGTON D.C. — Today,
after speaking out about the recent
Turkish elections, Rep. Adam Schiff
(D-Burbank) was attacked by Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s spokes-
man, Ibrahim Kalin. Schiff has consis-
tently called out President Erdogan
and the erosion of democratic checks
and balances in Turkey under his in-
creasingly autocratic rule.

On Monday, Schiff tweeted a
message directed at the Trump Ad-
ministration, which has a tendency to
disregard the advice of advisors by

Continued on page4

Garo Paylan and Markar Esayan
Re-Elected to Turkey’s Parliament

":_' '

ISTANBUL — Two Turkish-Ar-
menian MPs have been re-elected to
Turkey’s parliament in the June 24
general elections.

Garo Paylan from Diyarbakir
(HDP) and Markar Esayan from
Istanbul (AKP) have beenre-elected to
the 600-seat parliament of Turkey.
The number of seats has been in-
creased from 550 to 600 following the
constitutional referendum.

Garo Paylan is known for his
struggle for achieving the recognition
of the Armenian Genocide by Turkey
itself. He even introduced a motion in
the parliament to acknowledge the 1915
killings as genocide, but understand-
ably it was denied as the country’s
leadership is vehemently denying the
historical fact. Paylan is also known
for his active engagement in the affairs
of the local Armenian community of
Istanbul, mostnotably in the Armenian
Patriarchate matters.

He was even sanctioned for
speaking about the Armenian Geno-
cide from the parliament floor.

In addition, he is currently under
investigation under the infamous Ar-
ticle 301 — an article of the criminal

code seeking imprisonment for “in-
sulting Turkey”.

Butunlike Paylan, the other Turk-
ish-Armenian parliamentarian, Markar
Esayan, is a staunch supporter of the
country’s President, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, and of the AKP.

Two other ethnic Armenian can-
didates for parliament — Ludmila
Buyum from the HDP and Elmas
Giragos from the IYI party — have
failed to be elected according to pre-
liminary results.

According to preliminary results,
Turkey’s ruling party, the AKP, will
have 293 seats, CHP will have 146
seats, HDP will have 67 seats, the
Nationalist Movement Party MHP will
have 50 seats and the IYI party will
have 44 seats.

Incumbent President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan has been re-elected. Turkey’s
state-run Anadolu news agency reported
that Erdogan, leader of the AKP party,
has garnered 52,5% of votes.

Erdogan’s main rival Muharrem
Ince from CHP received 30,6%.

Selahattin Demirtas from HDP,
who ran for presidency from prison,
received 8,3%.
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Senate Appropriations Committee
Ensures Continued Aid to Armenia
and Humanitarian Assistance to Artsakh

WASHINGTON, D.C.- The US
Senate Appropriations Committee
adopted the Fiscal Year (FY) 2019
State, Foreign Operations, and Related
Programs (SFOPS) Appropriations Bill,
which ensures continued funding to
Armenia and supports humanitarian
programs in Artsakh (Nagorno
Karabakh), reported the Armenian As-
sembly of America.

According to the bill’s report
language, which Senator Chris Van
Hollen (D-MD) advanced: “The Com-
mittee remains concerned with the
protracted conflictbetween Azerbaijan
and Armenia, endorses the Organiza-
tion for Security and Cooperation in
Europe Minsk Process, and supports
humanitarian and health programs
funded by the act for victims of that
conflict, including for regional reha-
bilitation centers to care for infants,
children, and adults with physical and
cognitive disabilities.” The overall bill
also provides $3.4 billion for Migration
and Refugee Assistance.

The Committee included language
that puts Turkey on notice for pur-
chasing military systems from Russia.
The Russian-made military equipment
exposes the United States to potential
risk in the region. Spearheaded by
Senator Van Hollen and with the sup-
port of State and Foreign Operations
Appropriations Subcommittee Chair-
man Lindsey Graham (R-SC), the Com-
mittee adopted an amendment which
would expressly prohibit spending
funds from FY 2019 — as well as prior
fiscal years — to transfer, or facilitate
the transfer, of F-35 Joint Strike Fight-
ers to Turkey until the Secretary of
State certifies that Turkey is not pur-
chasing and will not accept deliveries
of the Russian S-400 missile defense
system.

Chairman Lindsey Graham stated
during the mark-up: “I find it very odd
that we live in a time where a NATO

ally is buying a missile defense sys-
tems from Russia. This is not exactly
what I had in mind for NATO...”

According to Senator Van
Hollen’s press release, “senior defense
officials have said that if Turkey oper-
ates both the F-35 and the S-400, it
could compromise the F-35’s secu-
rity, including the aircraft’s stealth
capabilities, and represent a strategic
threat to the United States. It would
also compromise the security of our
allies and stand in clear violation of the
Countering America’s Adversaries
through Sanctions Act.”

The bill restates the traditional
exceptions to Section 907 of the Free-
dom Support Act, while the report
language maintains military parity be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan, rec-
ommending $600,000 for International
Military Education and Training and $1
million for the Foreign Military Fi-
nancing Program for each country.
The Senate report language also rec-
ommends the same funding for Arme-
nia consistent with last year’s level:
$17.633 million through the Assis-
tance to Europe Eurasia and Central
Asia (AEECA) account and $1.5 mil-
lion for International Narcotics Con-
trols and Law Enforcement.

EU Backs New Armenian Government’s
Reform Agenda

BRUSSELS (RFE/RL) — The
European Union on Thursday voiced
“full support” for sweeping reforms
promised by Armenia’s new govern-
ment and praised anti-corruption mea-
sures that have already been taken by it.

The EU’s foreign policy chief,
Federica Mogherini, also said the 28-
nation bloc isready to help the govern-
ment implement the “very ambitious”
reform agenda and hold fresh parlia-
mentary elections sought by Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinian.

“We agreed on the importance of
combatting corruption ... and the con-
crete action that is already taken by the
government in this field,” Mogherini
said after holding what she called “ex-
tremely productive” talks with Arme-
nian Foreign Minister Zohrab
Mnatsakanian in Brussels.

“l was glad to hear about the
government’s determination and very
ambitious agenda, with a focus on
public administration and on the judi-
ciary, which is an agenda that has our

full support,” she told a joint news
conference. “I reassured the minister
on the EU intention and readiness to
accompany this process every single
step of the journey.”

“Upcoming visits of our Euro-
pean Union teams to Armenia will dis-
cuss now how the European Union can
support the reforms in the country,”
she added.

Mogherini and Mnatsakanian
spoke to reporters after chairing the
first session of the EU-Armenia Part-
nership Council, a body tasked with
overseeing the implementation of a
landmark agreement signed by the two
sides last November.

The Comprehensive and En-
hanced Partnership Agreement (CEPA)
offers the South Caucasus state the
prospect of a closer relationship with
the EU in return for major political and
economic reforms. It also commits
Yerevan to gradually “approximating”
Armenian economic laws and regula-
tions to the EU’s legal framework.

June 30, 2018

Azerbaijan Displays Turkish Cruise Missile
in Baku Military Parade

BAKU -- Azerbaijan has displayed
a Turkish-made cruise missile in a
military parade to mark the 100th anni-
versary of the establishment of the
Azeri Armed Forces, Hurriet Daily
News reports.

Turkey’s state-run Anadolu
Agency on June 26 described the event
as “a first in history” for the inclusion
of SOM-B1, Turkey’s first indigenous
long-range, autonomous, high-preci-
sion air-to-surface cruise missile de-
signed and produced by Roketsan.

Azeri President [lTham Aliyev sa-
luted the armed forces during the pa-
rade in Baku before focusing in his
speech on the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict.

“Karabakh is Azeri land. Azer-
baijan will never accept the occupa-
tion. Our army has been equipped
with the most modern arms and tech-
nologies. Only a fraction of our arms

are on display here. Armenia can never
compete with us,” Aliyev said in the
ceremony.

"We are for the peaceful resolu-
tion of the [Nagorno-Karabakh] con-
flict but [Armenia] has to understand
that there is no military or strategic
object that the Azerbaijani Army is
unable to destroy," Aliyev said.

"The war is not over. Only its
first phase has ended," he said.

Aliyev stressed that Baku will
continue to buy weapons abroad to
strengthen its armed forces, saying
that "the factor of military potential
currently dominates in the world af-
fairs."

"International law does not
work, because if it did, we [would
have] liberated our occupied territo-
ries long ago," he said. "The war is
not over. Only its first phase has
ended."

Millions Confiscated from Serzh Sarkisian’s
Top Bodyguard

YEREVAN --
Law-enforcement au-
thorities confiscated a
further $1 million
worth of cash from a
man who has long been
former President Serzh
Sarkisian’s chiefbody-
guard when they ar-
rested him on Monday.

Vachagan
Ghazarian was detained
by the National Secu-
rity Service (NSS) five
days after other law-enforcement bod-
iesraided his apartment in Yerevan and
found $1.1 million and 230,000 euros
($267,000) in cash there. The money
was at least deposited with the Central
Bank of Armenia pending investigation
into its origin.

Investigators said on Friday that
Ghazarian and his wife failed to dis-
close it in their income and asset decla-
rations submitted to an anti-corruption
state commission. Such declarations
are mandatory for Armenia’s high-rank-
ing state officials and their close rela-
tives. Ghazarian was among them until
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian dis-
missed him last month as first deputy
head of a security agency providing
bodyguards to the country’s leaders.

An NSS video released late on
Monday showed masked officers ar-
resting the formerly powerful general
outside acommercial bank in Yerevan.
He was then shown emptying his bag,

— &
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filled with stacks of banknotes, in an
interrogation room.

An NSS statement said the bag
contained $120,000 and 436 million
drams ($900,000) in cash he with-
drew from one of his bank accounts. It
said Ghazarian claimed that he was
going to give the money to its “real
owner” but refused to identify that
person.

The NSS said Ghazarian was also
planning to withdraw another 1.5 bil-
lion drams ($3.1 million) kept by him
and his wife at another Armenian bank.
According to it, he claimed that he
“forgot” to add these large sums to his
official income declarations.

Ghazarian is the first person in
Armenia who could be prosecuted on
charges of “illegal enrichment” and/or
false asset disclosure carrying up to
six years in prison. He headed
Sarkisian’s security detail for more
than two decades.
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Dr. Helen Evans Presents
Metropolitan Museum Exhibition
on Armenia at Zohrab Center

By Florence Avakian

Armenian art is not something
isolated. It is woven into a global
network, and needs to be understood
for what makes it specifically Arme-
nian,” declared Dr. Helen Evans, to an
enthusiastic crowd of close to a one
hundred on Thursday evening, June 7,
at the Armenian Diocesan Krikor and
Clara Zohrab Information Center.

“It is also part of the world’s art
of global significance.”

The ARMENIA exhibition will
open on September 22, the 27th anni-
versary of Armenia’s independence,
and run through January 13, 2019, at
the world famous Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Artin New York City. Ithas
been organized by Dr. Helen C. Evans,
the distinguished Mary and Michael
Jaharis Curator for Byzantine Art at
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and
acclaimed scholar of Armenian art.

Metropolitan Museum of Art, are 140
opulent gilded reliquaries, richly illu-
minated manuscripts, rare textiles, li-
turgical furnishings made of precious
materials, khachkars (cross stones),
church models, and printed books
which show Armenia’s distinctive im-
agery in their homeland, and from
other major Armenian locations from
the Kingdom of Cilicia on the Mediter-
ranean to New Julfa in Safavid Persia.

“The way we are presenting art
is showing how Armenians with their
conversion to Christianity, created a
visual identity that is incredibly com-
pelling and goes through a variety of
styles in the millennium we are cover-
ing. Atthe same time, italways has the
element that ties Armenians together.”

The time period includes opening
with the conversion of Armenia to
Christianity — the beginning of the 4th
century, and will conclude with the
end of the Middle Ages, when Arme-

The Very Rev. Fr. Daniel
Findikyan, newly elected Primate of
the Armenian Diocese (eastern), and
longtime Director of the Zohrab Infor-
mation Center, introduced Dr. Evans,
and pointed out that the scholar had
previously co-curated the Morgan Li-
brary and Museum’s 1994 exhibition,
Treasures in Heaven: Armenian [1lumi-
nated Manuscripts.  As the Nikit and
Eleanora Ordjanian Visiting Professor
of Armenian Studies, he said, Dr. Evans
has taught art courses at Columbia
University, and has published numer-
ous articles on Armenian subjects.

She has been especially instru-
mental in displaying major works of
Armenian artat the Metropolitan, includ-
ing treasures on permanent view in the
medieval galleries. She was also respon-
sible for bringing to the Metropolitan the
huge 1000 pound twelfth century
khachkar (cross stone) from the Lori
province for which she traveled to Ar-
menia with Metropolitan Museum Con-
servator Jack Soultanian, on one of her
many trips there. It remains on
renewed loan at the Metropolitan.

Using color slides to accompany
her remarks, she said that this must-see
exhibition at the Metropolitan is “an
opportunity to show Armenian art as an
identifier of a significant people, and an
important element of the world’s art.”

Included in this exhibition, the
first of this monumental scale at the

nian books become readily available in
the Middle East. “We wanted a
narrative,” she said.

The show will focus on four art-
ists, showing several works by each of
them “so people will think of them as we
think of Michelangelo in Italy.” They
include T’oros Roslin, Sargis Pidzak,
Toros Taronatsi, and Hakob of Julfa
working in the Armenian homeland, the
Kingdom of Cilicia, and New Julfa.

The locations show Armenians
as they moved around the globe on the
trade routes which happened before
the Christian era, and after the time
frame we will be showing, she re-
vealed. It starts in Greater Armenia
(the conversion site) which is the Re-
public of Armenia today, and out to the
West (kingdom of Cilicia), then to
Crimea and Italy, and back to Greater
Armenia in the Middle Ages where
Armenians were devastated in many
ways by different invaders.

“Armenians controlled vast
amounts of Mongol trade routes which
are seen in the reliquaries donated by
people with vast wealth,” Dr. Evans
related. “There were Armenian mer-
chants all over Europe. They con-
trolled the internal and external textile
trade of India. Most spectacular are the
sculpture reliquaries, and manuscripts,
protected in New Julfa in the 17th
century, with their elaborate bindings.”

Armenians were not converted
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New Minister of Culture Lilit Makunts
to Speak at Glendale Library

GLENDALE — In her first official
visit to Los Angeles, new Minister of
Culture for the Republic of Armenia,
Lilit Makunts will visit Glendale and
discuss Armenia’s Cultural Revolution
in a public talk to be held at the Down-
town Central Library Auditorium at 222
E. Harvard Street in Glendale on Friday,
June 29 at 7 pm. The presentation will
begin at 7pm and will focus on recent
cultural developments and her vision
for the future. This will be followed by
a public question and answer session,
facilitated by Alec Mouhibian, Vice
President of Productions & Programs
for Creative Armenia.

Lilit Makunts was appointed Min-
ister of Culture of the Republic of
Armenia on May 12, 2018, as part of
the newly-established government of
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian. Armenian President Armen
Sarkissian signed a decree to appoint
Lilit Makunts based on the request of
the Prime Minister.

“Glendale is honored to be host-
ing this event for Minister Makunts. |
am proud that she has chosen to an-
nounce her vision for Armenia to the

diasporain our City,” said Mayor Zareh
Sinanyan.

Previously, Makunts was a pro-
fessor at the Russian Armenian Uni-
versity in Yerevan, and the head of
Russian Armenian university depart-
ment of International Cooperation. She
holds a PhD in Philological Sciences.
She has also worked as a contract
specialist for the American Peace Corps
and, since her student days, has been
actively engaged in civic and political
initiatives to promote democratic
changes in Armenia.

to Christianity from the religions of the
classical world. “What made Arme-
nians respond to Christianity when it
was not yet a done deal, she asked.
For them, Christis Christ, the Virgin is
the Virgin. In the early church, apos-
tolic lines were incredibly important.
Armenians had their own direct con-
nection to an apostle. It was a com-
plex weaving together.”

The other early church to con-

answer period, animated discussion
with Dr. Evans, and between attend-
ees continued for a considerable
amount of time during the reception.

More than half of the works in
the ARMENIA exhibition to be dis-
played are on loan from Armenia, in-
cluding Etchmiadzin, the Matenadaran
Institute, and the History Museum.
Treasures have been sent from the See
of Cilicia, the Armenian Patriarchate
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vert was Ethiopia, she stated. “Arme-
nia controlled the trade routes coming
out of China and Central Asia which
came through Armenia to reach
Constantinople and the West.  Both
nations converted very early, before
the Roman Empire became officially
Christian.”

“I want at the end of the show for
non-Armenians to be very impressed
by Armenian art, and for Armenians to
be proud of the show,” Dr. Evan de-
clared with her usual enthusiasm and
passion.  “This has been an idea in
progress for me ever since I did my
PH.D. dissertation on the manuscripts
of Cilicia at New York University’s
Institute of Fine Arts”, she revealed
with an ear-to-ear smile.

Following a brief question and

of Jerusalem, and the Armenian
Mekhitarist Congregation in Venice.
Selected works from the Calouste
Gulbenkian Museum in Portugal, as
well as the Armenian Diocese (east-
ern), the Armenian Museum in Boston,
and the Alex and Marie Manoogian
Museum in Southfield, Michigan have
also been lent.

The exhibition has been made pos-
sible by The Hagop Kevorkian Fund,
with additional support provided by the
Armenian General Benevolent Union, The
Giorgi Family Foundation, the
Karagheusian Foundation, The Nazar
and Artemis Nazarian Family, the Rud-
dock Foundation for the Arts, The
Strauch Kulhanjian Family and The Paros
Foundation, Aso O. Tavitian, and the
National Endowment for the Arts.
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Nikol Pashinian Awarded “Peace of Art”
Gold Medal of Honor

By Heghine Gevorgyan

On June 12, 2018, RA Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinianreceived Daniel
Varoujan Hejinian, the founder presi-
dent ofthe “Peace of Art” organization
and the organization’s representative
in Armenia Heghine Gevorgyan.

The meeting was also attended
by the Minister of Culture Lilit Makunts
and the press secretary Arman
Yeghoyan. During the conversation
Hejinian mentioned, that the Prime
Minister enjoys the love and trust of all
Armenians, and this is an exceptional
phenomenon in the history, when the
Prime Minister was elected by the
people in the public square.

Atthe end of the meeting, Hejinian
delivered a speech.

“In 2014 within the framework
of the 5th Pan-Armenian Forum, I was
given an opportunity to meet with then
Deputy of the National Assembly Nikol
Pashinian. Having followed the politi-
cal life in Armenia and being familiar
with his activities, after getting ac-
quainted and exchanging business cards
I asked him, ‘Mr. Pashinian, where did
you get such a “dugh” inspiration?’

Ireceived the answer to my ques-
tion four years later. It has once again
been proved that revolutions through-
out history have been carried out by
people and leaders are assigned from

above.

His “Dugh” inspiration is condi-
tioned by the people’s love, solidarity,
mutual trust and unity, where there is
no American-Armenian, no Persian-
Armenian or Syrian-Armenian, but there
is one united Armenian nation, who
like one person performs the instruc-
tions of the leader, peacefully, demon-
strating non-violent way of struggle.

Foundedin 2003 in Boston, Mas-
sachusetts, Peace of Art, Inc. is a
non-profit organization, which uses
art as an educational tool to bring
awareness to the universal human
condition and promote peaceful solu-
tions to conflicts.

Peace of Art, Inc. is not associ-
ated with political or religious organi-
zations and it focuses on the global
human condition, international recog-
nition of the Armenian Genocide and
raising Armenia’s reputation abroad.

Peace of Art is dedicated to the
peace keepers and peace achievers
around the world, and those who
have devoted themselves to the bet-
terment of mankind.
www.peaceofart.org.

Therefore, the “Peace of Art”
organization awarded RA Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan with the gold
Medal of Honor for the peaceful “Vel-
vet Revolution” headed by him.

Rep. Schiff Attacked by Erdogan Spokesman

Continued from page 1

congratulating authoritarian leaders
upon their “reelection” and ignoring
their blatant attacks on democracy:

Erdogan “won” reelection in Tur-
key this weekend only by decimating
the opposition through arrests, vio-
lence and squashing freedom of the
press.

Turkey’s descent into autocracy
is another reminder that democracy is
under assault worldwide.

DONOT CONGRATULATE.

President Erdogan’s spokesman,
Ibrahim Kalin, tweeted in response:

President Erdogan certainly does
not need YOUR @RepAdamSchiff
congratulations. Turkish people have
spoken up. You need to shut up.

Inresponse to Mr. Kalin’s tweet,
Schiff said,”“A fitting response from
Erdogan’s spokesman to criticism that
the Turkish Leader is trying to silence
his critics. Thanks, Mr. Kalin, for
such swift proof of my point.”

Schiff has consistently spoken
out against the rise of authoritarianism
around the world and has specifically
condemned Turkey’s swift descent in
recent years, including before its most
recent election this year.

SEROP'S CAFE
GREEK & LEBANESE FOOD

SERVING BATON ROUGE SINCE 1979
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How an Ultra Runner Was Born

NORTHRIDGE, CA—How does
a demure little girl blossom into a
world class ultra-marathon runner and
competitor?

Telma Ghazarian Altoon moved
to the United States from Iran when
she was twelve years old and already
running and racing. Soon after, she
ran varsity track and cross country for
Glendale High School starting in her
first year there.

Telma’s aptitude for running
earned her a scholarship to the Univer-
sity of Southern California where she
continued to shine as one of the
school’s Division I athletes in track
and cross country.

All of that is still a far cry from
the elite, and fairly new, sport of ultra-
running. In 2007, Telma just leapt in
when she participated in a 50 kilometer
(31.25 mi) race in Simi Valley, never
even having run a marathon (26 mi/
41.2 km) before. She has not stopped
since then, participating in dozens of
ultraraces, some longer than 170 miles
(272km), worldwide. She has run in
the Alps of Europe, the mountains and
deserts of California, and even
Artzakh’s Janabarh Trail.

Telma’s favorite race was the
Grand-to-Grand Ultra. At 176 mi (275
km), this race extends from the Grand
Canyon to the Grand Staircase-

Escalante in Utah. Itis self-supported,
meaning runners must carry their food
and sleeping gear as they run through
all kinds of terrain surrounded by amaz-
ing scenery over the course of five or
six days.

But she found the 100km (62.5
mi) race in Joshua Tree National park
to be the most difficult, even though
she placed first among the women and
second overall. At one point during
this race, she was close to being pulled
out by the organizers because she
started to hallucinate in the desert’s
harsh heat. But she persisted and
completed the run.

Telmausually places at or near the
top of the field in these events. She
always displays the Armenian flag proudly
and is an excellent “ambassador” for the
nation in this rarified circle of ultra
competitors. She is even an Ambassa-
dor for three companies — XoSkin,
IRUN4ULTRA, and Health Warrior
Superfoods — which are involved in
supplying and supporting the sport.

Looking forward to the future
Telma says, “I hope to bring ultra
racing to the Armenian highlands and
participate in the Ultra Milano
Sanremo”. That’s a 175 mi race that
is run in only two days between those
Italian cities, with only 50 participants
accepted each year.

Armenia and the Post Velvet Revolution

Continued from page 1

branches of government, which in turn
led to institutionalized corruption that
pilfered the state coffers, regime spon-
sored monopolies, class of untouch-
ables who were above the law and the
establishment of perpetual fraudulent
elections that enabled the leading Re-
publican Party to further strengthen its
grip on all aspects of life in Armenia
getting very close to establishing a
single party rule, much like the com-
munist party in Soviet times.

Speaking about the major achieve-
ments of the “Velvet Revolution” thus
far, the speaker singled out the relent-
less war against corruption by Nikol
Pashinian’s government that has so far
ensnared prominent figures of the pre-
vious Republican Party-led regime with
more revelations to come, re-estab-
lishment of judicial independence and
a concerted effort toward more trans-
parent and just governance.

He later drew a contrast to neigh-
boring Georgia, which prior to the

Saakashvili-led “Rose Revolution,* was
considered to be one of the most cor-
rupt countries in the region and now
has become a thriving democracy. Dr.
Sarafian felt confident that the new
leadership under Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian will spearhead the same type
of change in Armenia. He ended his
speech by stating that he was optimis-
tic about the future because Armenia’s
youth, the driving force behind this
movement, is fully engaged in the pro-
cess, is fully aware of its rights; and in
the age of advanced technology and
the internet, they have a good grasp of
how a modern democracy is supposed
to function.

Thelecture was followed by alively
question and answer session where mem-
bers of the audience asked and received
answers to wide ranging and in-depth
questions about the topic at hand.

Ending the question and answer
session Midge Barrett, ACC Co-Chair
and Deacon Jendian presented Dr.
Sarafian and Mr. Khatchadorian with
gifts of appreciation.
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