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Congratulations to the Armenian people
on a successful election yesterday!
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By popular demand
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have been added of

The Liar

JANUARY 12-13, 2019

A.G.B.U. Vatche & Tamar Manoukian
Performing Arts Center

2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena, CA 91104
Saturday performance at 8:00 pm, Sunday at 6:00 pm
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Pashinian’s Bloc Sweeps Armenian Parliamentary Elections

YEREVAN -- Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinian and his allies looked
set to gain a two-thirds majority in
Armenia’s new parliament as they
cruised to victory in snap general elec-
tions held on Sunday.

Accordingto the preliminary elec-
tion results released by the Central
Election Commission (CEC) early on
Monday, Pashinian’s My Step alliance
won over 70 percent of the vote.

The strong performance high-
lighted Pashinian’s continuing popu-
larity more than seven months after
mass protests led by the 43-year-old
former journalist toppled the country’s
longtime leader, Serzh Sarkisian. The
protests were sparked by Sarkisian’s
attempt to extend his decade-long rule.

Businessman Gagik Tsarukian’s
Prosperous Armenia Party (BHK) fin-
ished a distant second with 8.4 percent
of the vote. It was followed by the pro-
Western Bright Armenia Party, which
got 6.4 percent.

Sarkisian’s Republican Party of
Armenia (HHK) and the ARF
(Dashnaktsutyun) apparently failed to
clear a 5 percent legal vote threshold
for being represented in the National
Assembly. They got 4.6 percent and
3.9 percent of the vote respectively,
according to the CEC.

The HHK, which won the last
parliamentary elections held as recently
as in April 2017, did not immediately
say whether it recognizes the percent-

age of votes attributed to it.

The six other contenders fared
even worse.

Pashinian declared his victory in
the elections shortly after midnight. “It
is obvious that we will have an abso-
lute majority in new parliament, which
will allow us to implement our reform
agenda,” he told a news conference
held at the My Step headquarters in
Yerevan. “There is no doubt that our
alliance ... enjoys the trust of the
Armenian people.”

Under Armenian law, no single
party or bloc can control more than
two-thirds of the parliament seats. Such
a comfortable majority will be more
than enough for Pashinian to retain his
post and push government bills through

-

PRESS OFFICE OF THE
GOVERNMENT OF ARMENIA
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the parliament.

Pashinian said his chief priority
will be to bring about an “economic
revolution” that would significantly
reduce poverty, create many jobs and
thus raise living standards in the coun-
try. He repeatedly made such pledges
during the election campaign, saying
that his government’s efforts to com-
bat corruption and improve the busi-
ness environment will improve the
socioeconomic situation.

The CEC put voter turnout at
48.6 percent, down from about 61
percent reported in the last parliamen-
tary elections held in April 2017.

The HHK seized upon this differ-

Continued on page 3

Over 1,000 Attend Armenian American Museum Inaugural Gala

S
Armenian Am
Museum and
One Million and 0o/100
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HOLLYWOOD - More than
1,000 donors, supporters, clergy, pub-
lic officials, and community leaders
attended the Armenian American Mu-
seum Inaugural Gala on December 9.
The Museum’s highly anticipated event
was held at the prestigious Ray Dolby
Ballroom in Hollywood.

The Inaugural Gala was dedi-
cated to honoring the Glendale City
Council for securing premier land for
the landmark project as well as Califor-
nia State Senator Anthony J. Portantino,
California State Senate President pro
Tempore Emeritus Kevinde Leon, Cali-
fornia State Assemblymember Adrin

pecembper &, 2018

$1,000,000

erican
Cultural Center

Nazarian, and California State Assem-
bly Speaker Anthony Rendon for se-
curing major funding from the State of
California. Los Angeles County Super-
visor Kathryn Barger also surprised the
audience with a $1 million check pre-
sentation for the cultural and educa-
tional center.

Following a reception in the
forecourt, the program began with the
flag ceremony conducted by the
Homenetmen scouts and marching
band followed by the national anthems
performed by the Glendale High School
Choir led by Director Grace Sheldon-
Williams.

The invocation was conducted
by Museum Board of Trustees Co-
Chairs Archbishop Hovnan Derderian
representing the Western Diocese of
the Armenian Church of North
America, Archbishop Moushegh
Mardirossian representing the Western
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church, Bishop Mikael Mouradian rep-
resenting the Armenian Catholic Eparchy,
and Reverand Berdj Djambazian repre-
senting the Armenian Evangelical Union
of North America.

Fox 11 Morning News Anchor/
Reporter Araksya Karapetyan served
as the Master of Ceremonies for the
evening and welcomed the capacity
crowd to the Inaugural Gala. During
her remarks, Karapetyan shared her
personal story of immigrating to South-
ern California from Gyumri, Armenia
and expressed her hope for what the
Museum can accomplish for the next
generation of children.

Museum Executive Chairman
Berdj Karapetian delivered the mes-
sage from the Museum following a
powerful video called “Nation of Build-
ers” featuring the schools, churches,
monuments, and community centers
built around the world by the Armenian

Continued onpage 4

Voting Rights of RA
Citizens Restored

The Social Democrat
Hunchakian Party’s Central Com-
mittee congratulates the citizens of
the Republic of Armenia on conduct-
ing fair, free and transparent snap
parliamentary elections.

Regardless of the results, this
election is a victory not only for
Armenian citizens, but for all Arme-
nians. For decades, through the use
of violence, fraud, and election rig-
ging, the right to vote was taken
away from the people. This right of
Armenian citizens have been restored
today as they had the opportunity to
not only vote for their favorite candi-
dates again, but also ensure that ev-
ery vote is meaningful. This is un-
doubtedly one of the greatest achieve-
ments of the velvet revolution.

We hope that this election will
be the beginning of a new political
culture in Armenia. One based on
democratic principles, where the
overriding struggle will not be based
on an individual or a group’s narrow
interest, but rather one of policy and
ideological outlook.

We also congratulate the victo-
rious parties and hope the newly
elected National Assembly and fu-
ture government will immediately
immerse themselves with overcom-
ing the many challenges facing the
country, for the sake of a demo-
cratic, socially just and prosperous
Armenia.

Social Democrat Hunchakian Party
Central Committee
December 10, 2018

Robert Kocharian
Arrested Again

YEREVAN (RFE/RL)— Former
President Robert Kocharian was again
taken into custody on Friday after an
Armenian court allowed his pre-trial
arrest on charges stemming from the
deadly break-up of 2008 post-election
protests in Yerevan. Earlier in the day,
appeals court in Armenia reinstated the
pretrial detention of Kocharian, who is
accused of overthrowing the country’s
constitutional system.

Kocharian reiterated his claims
that Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian is
waging a political “vendetta” against
him as he headed to a prison in the

Continued onpage 2
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Foreign Ministers of Armenia and

MILAN -- The foreign ministers
of Armenia and Azerbaijan have held
fresh negotiations on the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict which they both
described as “useful.”

Zohrab Mnatsakanian and Elmar
Mammadyarov met in Milan late on
Wednesday for a third time in five
months.

The meeting was preceded by
the meeting of the head of the Arme-
nian Foreign Ministry with the OSCE
Minsk Group Co-Chairs Stéphane
Visconti, Igor Popov, Andrew Schofer,
and the Personal Representative of the
OSCE Chairperson-in-Office Andrzej
Kasprzyk.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
said afterwards that the two men en-
gaged in a “useful exchange of views”
in the presence of the OSCE Minsk
Group Co-Chairs.

“I think that the negotiations,
which lasted for three hours, were
important and useful in terms of better
understanding the parties’ positions,”
Mammadyarov said, for his part.

The Trend news agency also
quoted Mammadyarov as saying that
he and Mnatsakanian will likely meet
again next month. The Armenian For-
eign Ministry likewise said the two
ministers agreed to “continue their

meetings soon” and thus “maintain the
current dynamic” of the negotiating
process.

Their latest talks came over two
months after Armenian Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinian and Azerbaijani Presi-
dent ITham Aliyev briefly spoke with
each other on sidelines of a summit of
ex-Soviet states held in Tajikistan’s
capital Dushanbe. Pashinian said they
agreed to stop ceasefire violations in
the conflict zone, including by launch-
ing direct communication links.

The Minsk Group co-chairs noted
a significant drop in such violations
after visiting Baku, Stepanakert and
Yerevan last month. In a joint state-
ment, they praised the conflicting par-
ties for “implementing constructive
measures in good faith” and voiced
support for Aliyev’s and Pashinian’s
“readiness to continue their dialogue.”

Visiting Yerevan in late October,
U.S. National Security Adviser John
Bolton said Washington hopes
Pashinian will take “decisive steps” to
help resolve the Karabakh conflict
after his likely victory in Armenia’s
December 9 parliamentary elections.
Bolton told RFE/RL’s Armenian ser-
vice that “there is no better time to try
and take decisive action than right
after that election.”

Fugitive Nephew of Former President
Sarkisian Detained in Prague

YEREVAN — Armenian police
say the fugitive nephew of former
President Serzh Sarkisian has been
detained in the Czech capital.

Armenian officials said on De-
cember 7 that Narek Sarkisian, who is
wanted in Armenia on various criminal
charges, had been located with the
assistance of Interpol and detained in
Prague the day before.

According to police, Narek
Sarkisian introduced himself by the
name of Franklin Gonzales and pro-
duced a fake Guatemalan passport. He
is now being processed for extradition
back to Armenia, the police added.

Armenian authorities said in July
that the National Security Service had
issued an arrest warrant for Sarkisian,
accusing him of alleged criminal ac-
tivities linked to kidnapping, and illegal
drug and weapon possession.

That same month police arrested
Narek Sarkisian’s brother, Haik, and
charged him with attempted murder in
a case that was closed in 2007. He was
later released on bail.

Narek and Haik are the sons of
Serzh Sarkisian’s younger brother,
Aleksandr, who was briefly detained
by police and security officers twice in
July amid an investigation into alleged
illegal weapon possession.

Another brother of the former
president, Levon Sarkisian, along with
his son and daughter, were charged with
‘illegal enrichment’ and tax evasion after
tax inspectors discovered in June that
they held millions of dollars in unde-
clared deposits at an Armenian bank.

December 15, 2018

Pashinian Calls on CSTO Member States to
Honor their Obligations

. ICE OF THE
e JVERNMENT OF ARMENIA

SAINTPETERSBURG (RFE/RL)
-- Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian hit
out at non-Russian members of the
Collective Security Treaty Organiza-
tion (CSTO) on Thursday, saying that
they do not seem to be acting like
Armenia’s allies.

“Armenia’s has proved, both be-
fore and now, the fact of its being a loyal
ally. Unfortunately, we cannot say the
same thing about all of our CSTO part-
ners,” Pashinian said after taking part in
a summit in Saint Petersburg of the
Eurasian Economic Union (EEU).

“Therefore, we are telling them:
let’s clarify our relationships. Are we
allies or not? If we are allies then we
must honor our [CSTO] obligations,”
he told members of the Armenian com-
munity in Russia’s second largest city.

“We do not understand actions
that run counter to those obligations,”
he said. “We need to know on whom
we can rely and on whom we can’t.”

“l am convinced that the CSTO
can prevent Azerbaijan from succumb-
ing to a temptation to resolve the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict with mili-
tary methods. So is the CSTO going to
use that instrument or not?” added
Pashinian.

The Armenian leader appeared to
primarily refer to Belarus, whose long-
serving President Alexander Lukashenko
has openly opposed the appointment of
another Armenian secretary general of
the CSTO. Kazakhstan’s President
Nursultan Nazarbayev sided with
Lukashenko at a CSTO summit held last
month.

Both Lukashenko and Nazarbayev
maintain warmrelations with Azerbaijani
President Ilham Aliyev. Belarus has
been a major supplier of weapons to
Azerbaijan.

Lukashenko made a point of pub-

licly reaffirming his position on the
issue of CSTO secretary general at a
November 12 meeting with a senior
diplomat from Azerbaijan. Pashinian
condemned the move, saying that he
will demand “explanations” from the
Belarusianas well as Kazakh leaders at
the next CSTO summit.

The summit was due to take place
in Saint Petersburg on Thursday. But it
was cancelled due to the CSTO mem-
ber states’ continuing failure to reach
consensus on the next head of the
organization.

Russian President Vladimir Putin
hosted instead a summit of the EEU,
which comprises five of the six ex-
Soviet republics making up the CSTO.

Pashinian did not mention the
CSTO controversy in his opening re-
marks atthe EEU gathering. He stressed
instead the trade bloc’s importance to
the Armenian economy. He touted a 15
percent rise in Armenia’s trade with
Russia and the other EEU member
states recorded in the first ten months
of this year.

“Armenia is interested in a fur-
ther deepening of integration processes
in the EEU,” added Pashinian.

Meanwhile, Lukashenko was re-
ported to claim in Saint Petersburg that
a representative of Belarus will be
named CSTO secretary general after
all. “We unexpectedly nearly held a
session of the CSTO and solved, in
principle, the problem of appointing
secretary general,” the BelTa news
agency quoted him as saying.

Pashinian’s press secretary,
Arman Yeghoyan, denied the claim.
“The issue has still not been solved,”
he told the Interfax news agency. “As
you know, there was no CSTO meet-
ing. Armenia’s position on the issue
hasn’t changed.”

A Yerevan court issued an arrest
warrant for Levon Sarkisian and his
son in July, but their whereabouts

have been unknown since then.
Levon Sarkisian’s daughter was
ordered not to leave Yerevan.

Robert Kocharian Arrested Again

Continued frompage 1

Armenian capital following the deci-
sion made by the Court of Appeals.
Kocharian’s lawyer, Haik Alumian,
told reporters in Yerevan that the court
issued the ruling for his client to be arrested
on December 7, two days before the coun-
try holds snap parliamentary elections.
Alumian said the ruling will be appealed.
Kocharian was initially arrested
in July on charges stemming from his

government’s deadly repression of
opposition protesters during the final
weeks of his 1998-2008 rule.

He is accused of illegally order-
ing soldiers to use force against oppo-
sition supporters who were protesting
against alleged fraud in the disputed
presidential election of February 2008.

Eight protesters and two police
were killed when security forces en-
gaged in clashes with the protesters on
March 1-2, 2008.
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The Gyumri I Know and Love
An Open Letter to Gyumri from Armen Sarkissian, President of Armenia

Dear Gyumri,

When youread these words, thou-
sands of people, near and far, familiar
andunfamiliar, will be paying tribute to
the memory of the victims of that great
tragedy that befell you, the earthquake
of December 7, 1988. I will be among
them, looking back intently on that
horrific day when time stood still at
exactly 11:41 am, changing your des-
tiny forever.

But here we are thirty years later
and one cannot look back without also
looking forward. There can be no other
way for you. You have too much to
offer your country and the world. Too
much old-world history to share with
future generations. Too much pride
and optimism with which to forge
ahead into the future—renewed, re-
stored and reinvigorated. I know this,
not through the stories of others, but
through my own experiences with you
over the course of my life.

I was just a child when, in 1960,
my father, a young but talented archi-
tect, introduced me to you. We ex-
plored the Akhurian River and the ruins
of the ancient Armenian capital city of
Ani just across your border. My father
marveled over your distinctive archi-
tecture, from the black and red tufa
stone arched buildings to yards,
churches, and decorative details from
both the good and bad Soviet times.

He wished me to know you,
Gyumri, because his ancestors are
connected to you. They originated in
the province of Erzerum, from the
town of Dsitogh. These are the same
people that resettled on your lands in
the 19th century, fleeing persecutions
of Ottoman rulers on historical Arme-
nian soil. He took me to your ethno-
graphic museum Dzitoghtsyan House
(Museum of Urban Life and National
Architecture) which chronicles the life
and times of a people from whom
many of your inhabitants descend.
They speak the language of our family’s
forebears—rooted in classic Western
Armenian. This surely accounts for
the disproportionate number of writ-
ers and poets that you have produced,
like Avetik Isahakyan and Hovannes
Shiraz. You are also home to the great
sculptor Sergey Merkurov and Georgi
Gurdjieff, the philosopher and com-
poser. Even your traditional dress and
folk dances can be traced to your
position along the road from Erzerum,
as a link connecting past to present.

My father also explained to me

that you are a city of masters, an
Ustaneri Kaghak he called you. To this
day, you boast the finest of master
craftsmen working metal, wood and
stone. These ustas (proud masters)
still use the traditional techniques and
methods that add an authentic quality
to your wares that cannot be found
anywhere else—in or outside of Arme-
nia.

How could I know then that, 28
years later, the Gyumri of my father
would be overcome by disaster. It was
a shock to the core that my father was
spared, having passed away only four
years after that first father-son bond-
ing excursion that opened my heart to
you.

Right after the earthquake, I,
along with many of my colleagues,
rushed to help you. We were not sure
the government could do enough be-
cause of the scale of the disaster.
There are no words to describe what we
saw. But beyond all the destruction and
tears, the beauty of Gyumri that I once
saw in the eyes of my father somehow
remained in my own mind’s eye.

Eight years later in 1996, I re-
turned to you, this time as your Prime
Minister. Still, the remnants of your
trauma were all around you. So I ex-
pected you to greet me with bitterness
because our government, with its own
setbacks due to war and the early pains
of independence, had clearly fallen
short of the attention you deserved.
Yet, much to my surprise, you wel-
comed me with warmth and gratitude.
Many of the survivors invited me to
their porta cabins with a graciousness
and hospitality I can never forget.
Their offers of cake and drink, the
songs they sang and poems they re-
cited—against such stark and meager
conditions-—spoke volumes about that
famous Gyumretsi generosity that will
be your ultimate redemption.

Today, I am the President of
Armenia, but Gyumri, I continue to
think about you—first and foremost as
an Armenian, as a person who knows
well what Gyumri is, who the
Gyumretsi is. Yes, I have had the
privilege of visiting many of the world’s
old and new cities, all of which have
their charms and attractions. But it is
your unique character and purity of
spirit that calls me back to you time
and again.

This is why I challenge any for-
eigner who visits you—as well as our
compatriots from Armenia, Artsakh

and the Diaspora—to try and not fall in
love with you.

I would like them to experience
your tastes and smells, your distinc-
tive customs and delicious cuisine,
and the wit and wisdom of your people.
I would suggest that they attend one of
your churches in the morning, as I
often do, followed by a visit to the
market. I often stop for a cup of coffee
in the café, discussing the good and
the bad in the world with friends.
When possible, 1 join them on the
shores of the Akhurian River, a place
that holds cherished memories of a
young son and his father connecting
with their ancestral past.

I also try to visit your old world
craftsmen: blacksmiths, woodwork-
ers, and potters. Then, of course, I am
off to the old inns, where the language
and conversation of Gyumri flourish,
speaking the unique dialect and ex-
pressing your traditions and pride in
the city.

Canyouwonder why it is a source
of pain and shame to me that less than
30,000 tourists visit you each year?
That number should be tenfold! I be-
lieve it is everyone’s duty here in Ar-
menia and in the Diaspora, to do all we
can to return you to your longstanding
glory.

Of course, some would ask how
you could accommodate as many as
300,000 tourists without first spend-
ing the money to create more restau-
rants, cafés and hotels. To that, I
respond by suggesting day trips as a
start. This alone will encourage inves-
tors to build, renovate and definitely
restore your historic district. You see,
it is your old-world authenticity that
puts you at an advantage over Yerevan
and other cities.

After all, the Yerevan of today
has lost a large part of its history and
heritage due to modernization. With
the old city in Yerevan all but vanished,

we must look to you, Gyumri, to fulfill
our yearning to understand and appre-
ciate our heritage. Many of your build-
ings are old, but they are historical-
cultural buildings, each one very valu-
able, possessing its own specific at-
tributes. I, for one, intend to take part
in any building’s reconstruction. I en-
courage others with the means and
opportunity to join me.

These days, anyone from Yerevan
can take a drive on the North-South
highway, reaching you in as little as 45
minutes. So I ask myself, why on earth
can we not take our children and fam-
ily on a day or weekend excursion to
Gyumri, when more than one million
tourists from Armenia visited the Re-
public of Georgia last year alone? Con-
sider too that a $500 USD vacation in
Georgia multiplied by one million people
generates $500 million in tourism rev-
enues. Such ample resources could
restore you, Gyumri, to greatness in
record time.

I believe that our fellow Arme-
nians will not only experience great
satisfaction exploring all your cultural
attractions but also enjoy the inner
gratification of having contributed to
your rebirth, brightening your color,
restoring your energy and changing
your mood.

Yet today, you still carry a heavy
burden—with 30 years’ worth of
wrinkles on your forehead to prove it.
But paradoxical as it may seem, de-
struction always makes room for
something new. Each time I return to
you, I see something new in the faces
of your young people, on your repaved
streets, your new shops and cafés,
restored landmark buildings, old the-
aters, and museums.

Your journey of recovery gets
shorter with every passing year. And I
intend to go the distance with you.

With Love,

Armen Sarkissian

Pashinian’s Bloc Sweeps Parliamentary Elections

Continued frompage 1

ence to downplay the scale of
Pashinian’s victory. The former ruling
party’s deputy chairman, Armen
Ashotian, claimed that it reflects
“popular apathy and disappointment”
with Pashinian’s government.

“This proves that the holding of
the pre-term parliamentary elections in
December was not a ‘popular demand’
but the result of Nikol Pashinian’s
personal political calculations and in-
terests,” Ashotian wrote on Facebook.

Pashinian appealed to Armenians
to turn out in larger numbers a few
hours after the opening of the polls. In
a live Facebook transmission, he also
said that the turnout is lower than in
2017 mostly because voters are no
longer bribed by the HHK.

At the late-night news confer-
ence, Pashinian also claimed that un-
der the former HHK-led government
the number of people participating in
elections was routinely inflated as a
result of fraud. Besides, he said, said
some of his supporters did not bother
to vote on Sunday because they were
confident about My Step’s landslide

victory.

Pashinian and the HHK traded
bitter recriminations during the two-
week election campaign. The premier
accused Sarkisian’s party of corrup-
tion and misrule and said the snap polls
must lead to its political demise.

For their part, HHK leaders ac-
cused Pashinian of endangering
Armenia’s national security and failing
to deliver on his promises of rule of
law and economic betterment.

By contrast, Tsarukian’s BHK
and Bright Armenia avoided strongly
criticizing the government on the cam-
paign trail.

Although the HHK continued to
accuse the authorities of intimidating
its activists and abusing administrative
resources, election contenders, ob-
servers and media reported far fewer
instances of serious fraud than they
had in the past. In particular, there
were virtually no reports of vote buy-
ing, which was widespread in the pre-
vious Armenian elections.

The Armenian police said they
recorded 144 reports of various ir-
regularities and will look into them.
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Recollections of the ‘88 Earthquake:
A Book Found in the Rubble Triggers
the Start of a New Journey
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AUA INSIDER -- Thirty years
ago a team of scientists and engineers,
including American-Armenian profes-
sors of earthquake engineering Dr.
Mihran Agbabian of the University of
Southern California and Dr. Armen
Der Kiureghian of the University of
California (UC), Berkeley, was com-
missioned by the US National Acad-
emy of Sciences to travel to Soviet
Armenia to assess the effects of the
disastrous earthquake that shook the
North of Armenia on December 7,
1988.

Now President of AUA, Dr. Der
Kiureghian, recalls: ““As earthquake en-
gineers, Mihran and I went into the
damaged buildings. We tried to under-
stand why there was so much damage.
Even the part of the Gyumri branch of
Polytechnic University that was under
construction had partially collapsed.
There were many personal items scat-
tered all around.”

It was then that Dr. Agbabian
noticed the Russian textbook “Strength
of Materials” by V. I. Feodosev in the
rubble of the Polytechnic University.
A textbook that had educated genera-
tions of Soviet engineers on the resis-
tance of materials now raised ques-
tions on the reasons why the earth-
quake of 1988 had caused so much
destruction. Had the engineers and
builders of those structures followed
the principles taught in that book, there
would not have been so much destruc-
tion and damage, they thought.

“Mihran and I were very much
affected by what we saw. We wanted
to help. Our first idea was to select a
group of young Armenian students
and give them scholarships to study
earthquake engineering in the United
States, so they could be of service to
their country upon their return,” said
Dr. Der Kiureghian.

About two months later, the So-
viet Union had organized an interna-
tional conference where representa-
tives of different countries came to-
gether to discuss the post-earthquake
reconstruction and relief efforts in the
North of Armenia. Dr. Der Kiureghian
was the delegate from the United States.
At a breakfast gathering with a group
of faculty from the Yerevan Polytech-
nic Institute, Dr. Yuri Sargsyan, then
the Rector of the Polytechnic, sug-
gested the idea of bringing American-
style education to Armenia. “I thought
that the idea was not entirely impos-
sible. I immediately pictured in my
mind the American University of Beirut.
With the improved relations between
the US and the Soviet Union, it oc-

curred to me that the political situation
was right for setting up an American
university here, in Armenia,” noted
Dr. Der Kiureghian.

In March of 1989, Dr. Der
Kiureghian together with Dr. Agbabian
developed a proposal to establish an
American-style university in Armenia
as the diaspora’s long-term assistance
to the homeland. Later on, Dr. Stepan
Karamardian, Dean of Business at UC
Riverside, joined the team. With the
generous financial support of Louise
Manoogian Simone, then Executive
Vice President of the Armenian Gen-
eral Benevolent Union (AGBU), to-
gether with academic and administra-
tive guidance provided by the UC, and
the support of the Armenian govern-
ment, the American University of Ar-
menia came to life and opened its
doors on September 21, 1991, the
same day that the Armenian Parliament
declared independence. During its first
year of operation, the University re-
ceived its first major grant from the
American Schools and Hospitals
Abroad (ASHA) program of the United
States Agency for International Devel-
opment (USAID), which allowed it to
improve its facilities and capacity.

Initially, AUA had two colleges ?
the College of Business Management
and the College of Engineering. The
latter included the departments of In-
dustrial Engineering and Earthquake
Engineering, with the latter aimed at
educating specialists who would work
to prevent disasters such as the 1988
earthquake. Unfortunately, with the
economic downturn in Armenia and
lack of construction throughout the
country, the number of applicants de-
clined and the program had to be sus-
pended. Dr. Der Kiureghian remarks:
“I feel very sorry that the resources
that were available then went to other
programs and that we have not been
able to restart the Earthquake Engi-
neering program. I think we should.
But that would require a significant
amount of funding ? an endowment of
five to ten million dollars ? to restart
the program in Earthquake Engineer-
ing. It is an absolute necessity for
Armenia.”

In the winter of 2017, almost
thirty years after finding the book,
Dr. Agbabian donated it to the AUA’s
AGBU Papazian Library. “When I
saw the book for the first time, it
immediately sparked my mind that
we should allocate a special display
for this valuable gift,” said AGBU
Papazian Library Director Satenik
Avakian.

SAS Award for Distinguished Dissertation
Conferred on Dr. Mehmet Polatel

FRESNO — The Society for
Armenian Studies (SAS) announced
that Dr. Mehmet Polatel has been cho-
sen to receive the SAS Distinguished
Dissertation Award for 2015-2017 for
his dissertation “Armenians and the
Land Question in the Ottoman Empire,
1870-1914.” The SAS Award is ac-
companied by a $1,000 prize.

Mehmet Polatel received a Ph.D.
in Modern Turkish History from
Bogazici University (Istanbul) in 2017.
He is a historian focusing on late Otto-
man history and the early Turkish
Republic. His research interests are in
the fields of power, state formation,
social change, nationalism, and geno-
cide. He has conducted research on
the fate of Armenian property in the
Ottoman Empire and the Republic of
Turkey. He is the co-author, with Ugur
Umit Ungér, of Confiscation and De-
struction: The Young Turk Seizure of
Armenian Property (London and New
York, 2011). Currently, he is a
Manoogian post-doctoral fellow at the
University of Michigan.

Dr. Polatel’s dissertation exam-
ines the emergence and transformation
of the land question in the Ottoman
Empire in the nineteenth century, fo-
cusing on the extent and characteristics
of'land disputes concerning Armenians.
The views on the land question, which
emerged as a distinct social problem in
the 1870s, varied among the central
government, local authorities, the Ar-
menian political elite, Armenian institu-
tions, Kurdish powerholders, and the
Kurdish political elite. Based on Arme-
nian, British, and Ottoman sources, this
study demonstrates that there were
significant changes in the extent and
characteristics of land disputes during
and after the massacres of 1894-1897.

These novelties include the escalation
of the problem, the participation of
ordinary people in the seizure of Arme-
nian properties, the dispossession of
Armenian large landowners, and the
development of a state policy directed
at changing the demographic profile of
the population in the region.

On the news of receiving the
award, Dr. Polatel stated: “I am
humbled and deeply honored to re-
ceive this award from the Society for
Armenian Studies which has been pro-
moting Armenian studies for decades.
It means a lot to me. I sincerely thank
the selection committee for consider-
ing my dissertation to be worthy of
this distinguished award.”

The SAS also chose Dr. Christo-
pher Sheklian’s dissertation, “Theol-
ogy and Community: The Armenian
Minority, Tradition, and Secularism in
Turkey” (University of Chicago, 2017),
for honorable mention. Dr. Sheklian is
director ofthe Krikor and Clara Zohrab
Information Center at the Armenian
Diocese in New York.

The Society for Armenian Stud-
ies, founded in 1974, is an interna-
tional professional association rep-
resenting scholars and teachers in
the field of Armenian Studies. The
aim of the SAS is to promote the
study of Armenian culture and soci-
ety, including history, language, lit-
erature, and social, political, and eco-
nomic questions.

The SAS is headquartered at the
Armenian Studies Program at Califor-
nia State University, Fresno. It pub-
lishes the peer-reviewed Journal of the
Society for Armenian Studies and a
semi-annual online Newsletter, and or-
ganizes panels and conferences on
Armenian Studies.

Over 1,000 Attend Inaugural Gala

Continued frompage 1

Diaspora leading up to the Armenian
American Museum project today.

California State Senate President
pro Tempore Toni G. Atkins con-
gratulated the honorees of the evening
and highlighted the special bond be-
tween the State of California and the
Armenian American community.

Following dinner served by
Wolfgang Puck, the capacity crowd
was entertained with a live musical
performance by singer Alene
Aroustamian with musical partner
Vahan Bznuni.

Congressman Adam Schiff ex-
pressed his support for the landmark
project in a video message, applauding
the cultural and educational center as a
milestone achievement for the entire
community and Armenians around the
world.

The capacity crowd roared in
applause and rose to their feet for a
standing ovation when Los Angeles
County Supervisor Kathryn Barger
surprised the audience with a $1 mil-
lion check presentation for the cultural
and educational center.

Master of Ceremonies Araksya
Karapetyan kicked off the awards
presentation following the major an-
nouncement.

California State Assemblymember
Adrin Nazarian and Assembly Speaker
Anthony Rendon were honored for their
leadership in securing an initial $1 mil-
lion in funding for the Museum from the
State of California, establishing signifi-
cant early funding and support with the
State as a key partner.

California State Senator Anthony
J. Portantino and President pro Tem-
pore Emeritus Kevin de Leon were
honored for their leadership in secur-
ing an additional $3 million in funding
for the Museum from the State of
California, bringing the State’s total
commitment for the landmark project
to $4 million.

Sinanyan and Councilmembers
Ara Najarian, Paula Devine, Vartan
Gharpetian, and Vrej Agajanian were
honored for dedicating premier land in
the City of Glendale for the historic
project, officially marking Glendale
Central Park as the future home of the
Museum.

The Armenian American Museum
will be the first world class cultural
and educational center of its kind in
America. The Museum program will
feature a Permanent Armenian Exhibi-
tion, Traveling Multicultural Exhibi-
tions, Performing Arts Theater, Learn-
ing Center, Demonstration Kitchen,
Museum Archives, and more.
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