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The Sins

of the Fathers

ABRILEOCESTORE £24 m 8 y '_Ir numm:nnc.mluf
present
A special book event

The Sins of the Fathers

the Armenian Genocide
- 3 . ..?I

THURSDAY, JANUARY 31,2019 AT 7:30 PM

Abril Bookstore
415 E. Broadway, Glendale, CA 91205

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2019 AT 7:30 PM
Armenian Cilicia Evangelical Church
339 S, Santa Anita Ave., Pasadena, CA 91107
For mare info, contact §18-303-5566
FREE ADMISSION ¢ REFRESHMENTS TO IFOLLOW

Turkish Denialism
and the
Armenian Genocide

with atthor

Siobhan Nash-Marshall
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INSURANCE SERVICES

Since 1975, we have proudly
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Rotary International
District 5300
Garbis Peace Inatitute
29" ANMNUAL
PEACE CONFERENCE

“Peacebuilding: One Person at a Time”

Saturday, February 23, 2018 / 8:00 am - 1:00 pm
Ann & Steve Morgan Auditorium / University of La Verne
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WELCOME HOME & AUTO INSURANCE

Along with all of our other Trusted Insurance Services

ki £ L 3

We will shop you
with over 20 A-rated
companies to find
the best fit for your
needs and budget.

CALL US FOR A
PERSONALIZED QUOTE

(818) 500 9305
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Pashinyan and Aliyev Hold “Informal” Meeting in Davos

DAVOS (RFE/RL)— Armenia’s
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan and
Azerbaijan’s President Ilham Aliyev
met in Davos, Switzerland on Tuesday
for what they described as “informal”
talks on the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict.

A short statement by Pashinyan’s
office said they “exchanged views” on
the current state of the Karabakh nego-
tiation process and “further discus-
sions.”

In a separate Facebook post, the
Armenian leader said the meeting held
on the sidelines of the World Eco-
nomic Forum lasted for about 90 min-
utes.

Aliyev’s press service issued a
virtually identical statement cited by
the Trend news agency.

Aliyev and Pashinyan spoke to
each other for the first time on the
sidelines of a summit of former Soviet
republics held in Tajikistan in Septem-
ber. There has been a significant de-
crease in ceasefire violations around
Karabakh and along the Armenian-
Azerbaijani border since then.

The two leaders talked again dur-
ing another ex-Soviet summit that took
place in Russia in early December.
Aliyev said afterwards that the year
2019 will see a “new impetus” to the
Karabakh peace process.
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The Russian RIA Novosti news
agency quoted Aliyev as saying in
Davos earlier on Tuesday that his pre-
vious conversations with Pashinyan
were “useful.”

For their part, the Armenian
and Azerbaijani foreign ministers have
met for four times in the last six
months. The U.S., Russian and
French mediators seemed particu-
larly encouraged by the most recent
of those meetings which took place
in Paris on January 16.

In a joint statement, the three
co-chairs of the OSCE Minsk

Group said Foreign Ministers
Zohrab Mnatsakanian and Elmar
Mammadyarov “agreed upon the
necessity of taking concrete mea-
sures to prepare the populations
for peace.” They said another
Aliyev-Pashinyan encounter could
“give a strong impulse to the dy-
namic of negotiations.”

With virtually no details of the
Armenian-Azerbaijani negotiations
made public so far, it remains unclear
whether the two sides have narrowed
their differences on how to end the
protracted conflict.

Armenian President
Appoints
Several Cabinet

Ministers

YEREVAN — President Armen
Sarkissian has signed relevant decrees
on Saturday appointing a number of
Cabinet ministers for the new Arme-
nian government lead by PM Nikol
Pashinyan.

The ministers of defense, finance
and foreign affairs as well as eight
other members of the cabinet have
been formally reappointed to their posts.

In another decree, Sarkissian
appointed Zaruhi Batoyan as minister
of labor and social affairs. She has
served as a deputy minister in the same
agency until now.

Batoyan, 39, is the first new min-
ister in Pashinyan’s post-election cabi-
net. She is also its sole female member
so far.

The cabinet members who have
kept their jobs also include senior My
Step figures such as Education Minis-
ter Arayik Harutiunian and Local Gov-
ernment Minister Suren Papikian as
well as Justice Minister Artak
Zeynalian. The latter is a leading mem-
ber of a pro-Western bloc that chal-
lenged My Step in the December 9

Continued onpage 4

Turkish Parliament Rejects Garo Paylan’s
Demand to Investigate Dink’s Murder

ANKARA — Armenian lawmaker
of the Turkish Parliament Garo Paylan
urged the Parliament to deal with the
investigation of the murder case of
Istanbul-Armenian intellectual Hrant
Dink, gazeteduvar reported.

“After being murdered Hrant
Dinkbecame a symbol of seeking equal-
ity, pluralism, democracy and justice
in Turkey. 12 years have passed since
his murder, but this case is still not
disclosed”, Paylan said in the Parlia-
ment.

Presenting the details of Dink’s
murder, the lawmaker said the state
has also its share of guilt.

“Hrank Dink has been targeted

Gara Paylan'in 17 Ocak'taki Genel Kurul
konugmas: {2078)

Garo Pay
v |

by nationalists after publishing an ar-
ticle in 2004 about Ataturk’s daughter
and first female fighter pilot Sabiha
Gokchen which revealed that Gokchen
had an Armenian origin. That time the
Turkish General Staff issued a state-
ment on this article, Dink also received
warning from the Istanbul Governor’s
Office”, Paylan said.

He noted that the Turkish offi-
cials and media also contributed to the
intensification of nationalist moods
against Dink.

The Turkish parliament, how-
ever, rejected Paylan’s demand and
proposal to investigate and contribute
to disclosing the case.

Armenian Government Reports Major Rise
In Tax Revenue

YEREVAN --
Armenia’s State
Revenue Committee
(SRC) has reported
a more than 14 per-
cent increase in the
amount of taxes and
customs duties col-
lected by itin2018.

The SRC
chief, Davit Anan-
ian, said on Wed-|
nesday the total tax |
revenues worth 1.3

trillion drams ($2.7 billion) also
exceeded the Armenian govern-
ment’s 2018 target by 3.5 percent.
He attributed the major increase to
SRC efforts to improve tax collec-
tion and administration.

Prime Minister Nikol Pa-
shinian’s government pledged to
crack down on widespread tax
evasion when it took office in
May. Ananian promised at the time
that its tax revenues “will be sub-
stantially higher than planned”
this year.

According to Pashinian, over
the next two months alone the SRC
recovered more than 20 billion drams
($42 million) of unpaid taxes from
73 companies.

The 2019 state budget commits
the government to increasing its bud-

getary revenues by another 15 per-
cent this year. This would enable the
government to further cut the bud-
get deficit while boosting public
spending by around 12 percent.

Armenian tax revenue rose by
more than 7 percent in 2017. The
improvement was particularly vis-
ible in the national customs service
long regarded as one of the country’s
most corrupt government agencies.

Ananian, who served as a
deputy finance minister before tak-
ing over the SRC, acknowledged in
May that his predecessor, Vartan
Harutiunian, tackled the informal
sector of the Armenian economy
“quite effectively.” But he said the
fight against tax fraud will be tougher
and “even more effective” during his
tenure.
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Former Environment Minister
Wanted for Corruption

YEREVAN -- The Special Inves-
tigative Service (SIS) has asked a
Yerevan court to issue an arrest war-
rant for Armenia’s former Environ-
ment Minister Aram Harutiunian after
formally accusing him of receiving
$14 million in bribes.

The Special Investigative Ser-
vice (SIS) reiterated prosecutors’ re-
centallegations that an Armenian busi-
nesswoman, Silva Hambardzumian,
paid the money in 2008 in return for
obtaining a dozen mining licenses from
Harutiunian’s ministry.

Hambardzumian claimed to have
bribed Harutiunian through several in-
termediaries close to him when she
spoke to RFE/RL’s Armenian service
(Azatutyun.am) in late October. She
said that the mining licenses were sub-
sequently revoked and that she never
got her money back.

Hambardzumian allegedly paid the
first installments of the bribes, worth
$6 million, in cash.

According to an SIS statement,
she wired the rest of the money to
bank accounts inthe United Arab Emir-
ates. Harutiunian subsequently trans-
ferred the sum to the Swiss bank
account of an “international company”
linked to him, said the statement.

Harutiunian denied through a law-
yer the corruption accusations brought
against him by SIS. The lawyer, Karen
Hakobian, said that Harutiunian has
not fled Armenia but refused to shed
more light on his whereabouts after a
Yerevan court issued an arrest warrant
for him. Nor did Hakobian say whether
his client will surrender to the Investi-
gative Service following the court’s
decision.

Hakobian dismissed the charges

as “nonsensical.” “Those licenses were
never of any use to anyone,” he said,
adding that nobody would have paid
millions of dollars for the right to
search for, rather than mine, metals in
several potential deposits in Armenia.

“I'think that the investigation will
continue and these accusations will be
refuted,” the lawyer told journalists.

Hakobian alsosaid that the former
minister was not allowed to travel
abroad recently, before being indicted
by the SIS. “Mr. Harutiunian wanted
to leave the country for the purpose of
his wife’s medical treatment but his
departure was illegally blocked at the
border checkpoint [of Yerevan’s
Zvartnots airport,]” he said.

Harutiunian served as environment
minister from2007-2014 and was elected
to the Armenian parliament in 2017 on
then President Serzh Sarkisian’s Repub-
lican Party’s ticket. The prosecutors at-
tempted to arrest him in early December.
The outgoing parliament, in which the
Republicans had the largest group,
declined to lift Harutiunian’s immunity
from prosecution.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan Invites
Swiss Businessmen to Invest in Armenia

ZURICH (Combined Sources) —
On a working visit to Switzerland,
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan today
met with a group of business
represenatives in Zurich to discuss
ways and prospects for implementing
investment programs in Armenia.

Meeting with the president of the
Swiss-Armenian Chamber of Com-
merce Mike Baronian, Nikol Pashinyan
discussed investment programs in
pharmaceutical industry. Mike Baronian
advised that their Yerevan-based com-
pany is currently engaged in the pro-
cessing of raw materials in a bid to
produce and export medicines in Ar-
menia.

About $10 million will be in-
vested over the next five years to result
inseveral high-paid jobs. Mike Baronian
spoke about other investment projects
related to the production of energy
through the use of advanced technolo-
gies and copper recycling.

Swiss businessman Hans Sch-
weigard came up with a major in-
vestment project for solar energy
production. Welcoming the business-
man’s initiative, Nikol Pashinyan
outlined his government’s strategy
in the energy sector and the pros-
pects for developing this sphere. The
head of the Armenian government sug-

gested discussing all relevant issues
with the Ministry of Energy Infra-
structures and Natural Resources to
implement it efficiently.

Nikol Pashinyan next met with a
group of business people from Franck
Muller Group, led by Swiss-Armenian
businessman and philanthropist Vartan
Sirmakes. Issues related to the imple-
mentation of a number of investment
projects in the fields of agriculture,
food industry, construction, banking,
jewelry, watch-making and vocational
education were discussed during the
meeting.

The Prime Minister assured of
his government’s willingness to sup-
port the proposed investment programs
within the framework of existing in-
struments. Nikol Pashinyan said the
steps aimed at improving the business
environment will be continued as Gov-
ernment of Armenia is eager to attract
new job-extensive investments into the
country.

Nikol Pashinyan took the oppor-
tunity to discuss the implementation of
Old Yerevan project Vartan Sirmakes.
The Head of Government stressed the
need for safeguarding historical and
cultural monuments and caring for
such buildings.

PM Pashinyan gave a speech to
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Human Rights Watch Praises
New Armenian Leadership

NEW YORK (RFE/RL) — Hu-
man Rights Watch (HRW) on Thurs-
day commended Armenia’s new au-
thorities for holding general elections
widely recognized as democratic and
“reviving” a criminal investigation into
the 2008 post-election violence in
Yerevan.

“International observers found
that the December parliamentary vote
was conducted with ‘broad public
trust,” and was free from abuses that
marred past elections, including vote
buying and pressure on voters,” the
New York-based watchdog said in a
statement attached to its annual report
on human rights practices in more than
100 countries.

“Ensuring a free and fair vote is
an important first step for Armenia’s
new leadership,” the statement quoted
Giorgi Gogia, HRW’s associate Eu-
rope and Central Asia director, as say-
ing.

“But it’s only a beginning. The
authorities need to use this mandate to
push through reforms to address the
human rights problems that brought
people to the streets,” Gogia added in
reference to last spring’s “velvet revo-
lution” that brought Nikol Pashinyan
to power.

HRW’s World Report 2019 says
that Pashinyan “inherited a country
plagued with corruption and myriad
human rights problems,” including
police brutality, domestic violence and
discrimination against LGBT people.

“In a commendable move, the
new authorities made progress in ex-
isting investigations into abuses that
had been stalled for years,” it says,
referring, among other things, to the

renewed investigation into the deadly
breakup of 2008 post-election protests
in Yerevan.

The HRW report cites criminal
charges brought in July against former
President Robert Kocharyan and two
retired generals accused of illegally
using Armenian army units against
opposition supporters protesting
against alleged fraud in the February
2008 presidential election. “The previ-
ous investigation was one-sided, with
52 protesters sent to prison,” it says.

“As the authorities deal with past
grievances, they should fully respect
due process rights for all detainees and
ensure independence of the judiciary,”
said HRW.

The watchdog also urged the
authorities in Yerevan to tackle do-
mestic violence and discrimination
against LGBT people and ensure “qual-
ity education” for children with dis-
abilities.

“The [former] authorities ap-
proved an action plan in February to
carry out the 2017 domestic violence
law, but the [current] government
needs to increase the number of shel-
ter spaces for domestic violence sur-
vivors, establish state-run shelters, and
conduct public awareness campaigns
about the issue,” said the HRW state-
ment.

“The authorities also need to ad-
dress widespread harassment, discrimi-
nation, and violence against lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender people,”
it added. “Political parties and some
politicians tried to exploit widespread
homophobia and made hateful and de-
rogatory comments during the pre-
election period.”

the representatives of the Swiss-Ar-
menian Chamber of Commerce and
Swiss businessmen attended by
Former President of the Swiss Na-
tional Council Dominique de Buman.

Addressing the meeting, Nikol
Pashinyan said Armenia has several
questions to answer: Where are we?
Where do we want to be? What can the
Armenian people offer to reach the
place it wants to be?

“Now Armenia stands at the
crossroads between economic pros-
perity and stagnation. Historic trans-
formations have recently happened in
Armenia. Non-violent velvet revolu-
tion held last spring led to the victory
of democracy in our country,” PM
Pashinyan told the attendees.

He added that the snap parliamen-
tarian elections held last December fur-
ther strengthened democratic achieve-
ments. “These fundamental changes
are irreversible — they are based on the
will of our people and the overwhelm-
ing consensus in our society.”

According to the Prime Minister,
“today we have to complete another
revolution — the economic revolution —
in order to justify the trust and expec-
tations of our people.”

“GDP growth over the past years
has been promising with 7.5% regis-
tered in 2017 and persisted during
2018 with estimates exceeding 5%,
the foreign exchange rate of the Arme-
nian Currency and the inflation have
remained stable thus showcasing the

resilience of our economy to both
external and internal shocks. The ex-
port to GDP relation has topped 37% in
2017 and has continued with record
breaking figures in 2018. Those prom-
ising trends, however, cannot be
enough if we want to ensure Armenia’s
rightful place in the global economy,”
Pashinyan stated.

Speaking about where Armenia
wants to be, Nikol Pashinyan said “the
cornerstone of our future growth will
be an investment policy framework
that drives productive job creation and
export competitiveness.”

He said the 2 things that Arme-
nian people want and expect the most
are: more jobs and less corruption.

“Armenian citizens do not want
more redistribution of income: they
have seen enough of that. What we, as
Armenians want, is the ability and op-
portunity to earn and contribute to eco-
nomic growth and prosperity of our
homeland,” The Prime Minister noted.

Thus, the next question to be
asked is what can the Armenian people
offer to reach the place it wants to be?

Speaking about what the Arme-
nian people can offer to reach the place
it wants to be, the Prime Minister said
“Armenia has a small internal market
with a lot of value-creation potential.”

Nikol Pashinyan reminded that
Armenians are responsible for a num-
ber of innovations, such as the MRI
machine, the oxygen mask, the auto-
matic gear-box, to name a few.
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Shaping the Future of Democracy in Armenia: “We Have No Right to Fail”

Note: This article is published on the website of the World Economic Forum.

By Nikol Pashinyan
Prime Minister of the Republic of
Armenia

The changes that took place in
Armenia last year are indeed historic in
nature and magnitude. The Velvet
Revolution led to the triumph of de-
mocracy in our country. The popular
movement was based on a wide con-
sensus embraced not only by all layers
of our society but also by the six-
million-strong Armenian Diaspora. It
was an absolutely non-violent trans-
formation without a single victim.
Love, fraternity, and tolerance were
the slogans of the Armenian popular
movement.

The snap parliamentary elections
held last December confirmed and re-
inforced the democratic aspirations of
our society. They demonstrated that
the political forces representing the
new Armenia do indeed enjoy wide
public support.

These democratic changes did
not trigger any tectonic shifts in our
foreign policy. Armenia remains com-
mitted to its international obligations
and foreign policy partners. More-
over, I believe that the democratic
Armenia can be a more valuable con-
tributor to the political-military and
economic unions which it is participat-
ing in.

Where did this demand for change
in Armenia come from?

First, historically, the core val-
ues of our society have been deeply

rooted in the ideas of freedom and
justice. In 1988, Armenia was one of
the first countries to shake the very
foundations of the communist regime
through a nationwide popular move-
ment. Democratic aspirations have
remained strong in Armenia since that
time.

Second, Armenia is a landlocked
country with limited natural resources
facing heavy security challenges,
which emanate from the uneasy geo-
political situation in the region. As a
result, Armenian people could not af-
ford the luxury of having extractive
institutions causing economic ineffi-
ciency and impeding the development
of country. Like many other nations,
Armenia needs to develop its eco-
nomic and political institutions in order
to create conditions conducive to eco-
nomic, political, and social progress.
Yet the former regime drove our coun-
try to a standstill. The modernization
of national institutions, therefore, be-
came an imperative, while democracy
was the only viable solution which
could help us reach this fundamental
goal. We didn’t see any alternative to
democracy.

Achieving coherent democracy
is a difficult process — it requires
substantial time, unconditional com-
mitment, and even a change in mental-
ity. We have only taken the first steps
in this everlasting path.

With the unprecedented level of
public confidence and legitimacy, the
Government of Armenia adopted an

Moscow, Baku Spar Over Azeri Travel Ban
For Armenians

MOSCOW -- A
diplomatic spat be-
tween Russia and
Azerbaijan intensified
over the weekend, with
Baku continuing to
refuse to allow Rus-
sian citizens of Arme-
nian descent to visit
the South Caucasus
country.

The Azerbaijani
government has long maintained a
travel ban for not only Armenia’s citi-
zens but also ethnic Armenians from
other countries because of the unre-
solved Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. It
considers any Armenian presence on
Azerbaijani soil a security risk.

On January 11, Russia renewed
its demands for the lifting of the ban
for its ethnic Armenian citizens. The
Russian Foreign Ministry spokes-
woman, Maria Zakharova, said the
“blatant violation” of their rights is
“incompatible with friendly ties be-
tween the two countries.”

Azerbaijan’s Foreign Ministry
rejected Zakharova’s remarks as “pro-
vocative” and “anti-Azerbaijani.” The
ministry defended the travel ban, blam-
ing it on Armenia’s “policy of aggres-
sion against Azerbaijan.”

The Azerbaijani ambassador in
Moscow, Polad Bulbuloglu, claimed,
for his part, that ethnic Armenians are
not allowed into his country for the
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sake of their own security.

The Russian Foreign Ministry
condemned the Azerbaijani statements
as “going beyond the bounds of diplo-
matic propriety.” “Depending on a
meaningful reaction of the Azerbaijani
side, we will decide our further steps,”
it warned in a statement issued on
Friday.

Baku remained defiant, saying
that the Russian statement amounts to
an ultimatum and contradicts “the ba-
sis of strategic relations between
Azerbaijan and Russia.”

According to Zakharova, there
were at least 16 cases of Russian
nationals denied entry to Azerbaijan
“on ethnic grounds” in 2018. The most
recent of them was reported late last
month. Kristina Gevorkyan, an ethnic
Armenian holder of a Russian pass-
port, said that she was held in deten-
tion at Baku’s Heydar Aliyev interna-
tional airport for 13 hours before being
deported to Russia.

ambitious reform agenda. The robust
fight against corruption, eradication of
monopolies, the establishment of a
level playing field for all economic and
political actors, the elimination of pov-
erty, and an independent judiciary sys-
tem are among the priorities of our
Cabinet.

Therefore, having finalized the
political transformation, currently our
government is concentrated on the
economic transition. We have opened
an entirely new page: now there is a
true competitive environment for do-
ing business in Armenia. We are im-
proving the regulatory framework,
eliminating barriers to trade, modern-
izing infrastructure, increasing the
competitiveness of the Armenian prod-
ucts, and attracting foreign direct in-
vestment. Along with such traditional
fields as mining, agriculture, diamond
processing, textiles, mineral water,
wine and liquors, we are boosting
industry-based economy, focusing on
sectors with the greatest growth po-
tential, including communication tech-
nologies, education, water recourses,
health, tourism, and renewable en-
ergy.

Armenia, as a member of the
Eurasian Economic Union (E.E.U.),
plays a good bridging role between the

E.E.U. and the European Union, creat-
ing multiple opportunities for western
companies to do business within the
E.E.U., utilizing the knowledge and
skill of Armenians, thoroughly familiar
with this market and its rules. As a
member of WTO, Armenia benefits
from Most Favored Nation status with
all other WTO member countries. We
signed the “Comprehensive and En-
larged Partnership Agreement” with
the European Union, which is con-
necting Armenia to the E.U. both eco-
nomically and politically. Thus, there
all the opportunities for foreign inves-
tors to start their business in Armenia.

We are on the path to building a
truly technological and industrial
economy that would meet 21st-cen-
tury standards with ever wider oppor-
tunities and prospects to position Ar-
menia as a country producing high-
value and knowledge-intensive goods
and services with creative human capi-
tal at its core.

We are determined to move for-
ward on this path in order to reach our
final goal — a stable, democratic, and
economically developing Armenia
based on the rule of law and account-
able governance. We have no right to
fail. We ought to justify the trust of our
people and protect democracy.

Serena Williams: I Feel Like I’m an
Honorary Armenian”

LOS ANGELES (TennisWorld )
— Serena Williams believes that moth-
erhood was good for her in some
ways. The former world No. 1 said
that she feels new energy since when
she gave birth to her daughter Olympia
in September 2017. ‘It’s very hard to
say’, Serena said speaking of her come-
back. ‘But I feel like a part of that is
absolutely true.

Kind of the time off gave me a
new fire, a new purpose, a new mean-
ing. Again, it is kind of hard to say.’
Serena also spoke about her Armenian
influence in life: ‘I’m learning a little

bit every day. Well, not every day,
that’s not true.

I’'m learning a little bit as time
goes on. Yesterday Alexis was talking
about how Armenians are, the culture,
lots of self-made, a lot of business
people. They have this aspect. It’s
fun. It’s interesting. As I said, I feel
like I’'m an honorary Armenian be-
cause of my husband and daughter.

Everyone that I see that is Arme-
nian is super proud of me. It’s like,
Wow, this is kind of cool. t’s really
always good to learn new and different
cultures.’
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Armenian American Museum Announces
Telethon on February 17

GLENDALE - The Armenian
American Museum will be hosting its
inaugural Telethon on Sunday, Febru-
ary 17, 2019 to raise awareness and
raise funds for the historic project.
The highly anticipated television event
will be live broadcasted and streamed
to a wide audience across the United
States and around the world.

The Telethon will air on Sunday,
February 17, 2019 from 2:00PM to
8:00PM Pacific Standard Time (PST)
and will be broadcasted from ARTN
studios in Glendale, California.

The six-hour television event will
feature exciting interviews with com-
munity leaders and special guests, in-
formative video segments on the world
class cultural and educational center,
and unique performances by musi-
cians and artists. TV channels, pro-
gram lineup, and special guests will be
announced soon.

“The Telethon is going to be the
must-see television event of the year
for our community and it will be an
excellent opportunity to learn about the
Armenian American Museum,” stated
Museum Executive Chairman Berdj
Karapetian. “We invite the community
to donate to the project now and watch
the Telethon on February 17.”

Proceeds from the Telethon will
benefit the Armenian American Mu-
seum Groundbreaking Campaign. The
Museum will need to raise an estimated
$12 million by early 2020 to begin
construction for the historic commu-

ARMENIAN
AMERICAN
MUSEUM

TELETHON

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17

nity project. Museum officials have
organized a year-long series of events,
fundraisers, and activities in 2019 to
raise the necessary funds including its
inaugural Telethon on February 17.

The Armenian American Museum
will be the first world class cultural
and educational center of its kind in
America. The Museum program will
feature a Permanent Armenian Exhibi-
tion, Traveling Multicultural Exhibi-
tions, Performing Arts Theater, Learn-
ing Center, and more.

The community is invited to do-
nate now and watch the Telethon on
February 17.

To donate by phone, call the
Museum office toll-free at 1-800-655-
9554.

To donate by mail, submit a check
donation payable to “Armenian Ameri-
can Museum” to 111 East Broadway,
Suite 207, Glendale, CA 91205.

To donate online, visit
www.GiveAAM.org to submit a se-
cure online credit card donation.

29th Annual Rotary International
Peace Conference to Feature
Secretary LaHood and Dr. Der-Yeghiayan

LA VERNE, CA -- The 29th An-
nual District 5300 Rotary Peace Con-
ference will be held in the Ann & Steve
Morgan Auditorium at the University
of La Verne Saturday, Feb. 23 from 8
a.m. to 1 p.m.

The Honorable Ray LaHood, U.S.
Secretary of Transportation from 2009
- 2013 and an Illinois congressman
from 1995 - 2009, will be the keynote
speaker.

LaHood served as United States
Secretary of the Transportation from
2009 to 2013. Mr. LaHood represented
Illinois's 18th Congressional District in
the U.S. House of Representatives from
1995 to 2009. In 2015, his book, "Seek-
ing Bipartisanship: My Life in Politics,"
was published by Cambria Press.

Mr. LaHood is the recipient of
numerous honors, including the Lau-
reate of the Lincoln Academy of Illi-
nois, Order of Lincoln (the State's
highest honor). The Ray LaHood High-
way over the [llinois River and the new
terminal, with full U.S. Customs, TSA,
and Port of Entry services at the Gen-
eral Wayne A. Downing Peoria Inter-
national Airport, are named for him.

LaHood is a member of the Peo-
ria Rotary Club. He and his wife Kathy
live in Peoria, Illinois and have four
children - Darin, Amy, Sam and Sara.
Their oldest son, Darin LaHood, is a
current congressman, representing
Illinois's 18th District.

Dr. Garbis Der-Yeghiayan, Chair

Ratary International
District 5300
Garbis Peace Inatitute
29" ANNUAL
PEACE CONFERENCE

Rotary

“Peacebuilding: One Person at a Time”

Saturday, February 23, 2018 / 8:00 am - 1:00 pm
Ann & Steve Morgan Auditorium / University of La Verne
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of the worldwide Rotarian Action
Group For Peace, Past District Gover-
nor, Founder of the District’s Peace
Conferences and President of Mashdots
College, will serve as Chair and Mod-
erator of the Conference. He has chaired
all 29 conferences of the District.

Other distinguished speakers in-
clude:

Yvonne Dutra- St. John of Chal-
lenge Day’s Youth Program; Dr. Tom
Le, Professor of Politics at Pomona
College; Ellen Chilemba, Founder and
Director of Tiwale Y outh Organization
in South Africa and Thomas Allison,
Esq., attorney, Professor and debate
coach.

For more information call Dr.
Der-Yeghiayan at (818) 523-3353.
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Dr. Tara Andrews Receives Sona Aronian
Armenian Studies Book Prize From NAASR

Matt'¢éos Urhayec'i
and His Chronicle

History as Apocalypse
in a Crossroads of Cultures
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BELMONT, MA -- The National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) is pleased to an-
nounce that Dr. Tara Andrews of the
University of Vienna has been awarded
the 2018 Dr. Sona Aronian Book Prizes
for Excellence in Armenian Studies.

NAASR’s Aronian Book Prizes
were established in 2014 by the late
Dr. Aronian and Dr. Geoffrey Gibbs,
to be awarded annually to an outstand-
ing scholarly works in the English
language in the field of Armenian Stud-
ies and translations from Armenian
into English. The 2018 award was for
a book published in 2017.

Dr. Andrews was given the prize
for her monograph Matt'eos Urhayec'i
and His Chronicle: History as Apoca-
lypse in a Crossroads of Cultures,
published by Brill as part of their “The
Medieval Mediterranean” series. The
book is the first ever in-depth study of
the history written by Matteos, also
known as Matthew of Edessa (also
called Urfa or Urha), around the turn
of the twelfth century and an eyewit-
ness to the First Crusade and the es-
tablishment of the Latin East.

In announcing the Aronian
Award, NAASR Director of Academic
Affairs Marc A. Mamigonian remarked
that “we are very glad to bring greater
attention to Dr. Andrews’ important
contribution,” and that “it is especially
meaningful for NAASR as we have
long been aware of the great value of
Matthew’s Chronicle to scholars.”
NAASR was the co-publisher (with
University Press of America) of the
first English-language translation, by
Dr. Ara Dostourian, of the Chronicle,
published in 1993 as Armenia and the
Crusades: The Chronicle of Matthew
of Edessa and republished by NAASR

with revisions in 2014. “It is exciting
to see this important historical source
being explored in such a rewarding
manner,” noted Mamigonian.

Dr. Andrews, via email, com-
mented that “it is gratifying, not only
to have the recognition of the signifi-
cance of Matthew’s Chronicle, but
also to have the attention drawn to
his time and place. I hope, through
this book and through ongoing work,
to bring to light the sometimes un-
derrated influence that the Arme-
nians had (and continue to have!) on
the world around them, even while
maintaining their distinct culture and
identity through a time of tumultu-
ous change.”

Dr. Tara Andrews became Uni-
versity Professor of Digital Humani-
ties at the Institute for History at the
University of Vienna in 2016. With a
Bachelor of Science in Humanities and
Engineering from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (1999), and
the degrees of Master (2005) and Doc-
tor (2009) of Philosophy in Byzantine
and Armenian studies from the Univer-
sity of Oxford, her dual scientific train-
ing as well as her professional experi-
ence in the software industry has pro-
vided valuable and rare perspectives
on the use of digital and computational
methods in humanities domains.
Andrews’ fields of expertise include
the history and historiography of the
Christian Near East in the tenth to
twelfth centuries, the application of
computational and statistical methods
for reconstruction of the copying his-
tory of ancient and medieval manu-
scripts (stemmatology), and reflection
on the implications of employing digi-
tal media and computational methods
in humanities contexts.

Armenian President Appoints Cabinet Ministers

Continued frompage 1

elections.

The reappointed Defense Minis-
ter Davit Tonoyan, Finance Minister
Atom Janjughazian and Foreign Minis-
ter Zohrab Mnatsakanian are techno-
crats not affiliated with any party or
bloc.

Two of Armenia’s three deputy
prime minister, Tigran Avinian and
Mbher Grigorian, were reappointed last
Wednesday.

Pashinyan indicated on Thurs-
day he has still not made a final deci-

sion on the structure of his govern-
ment. He said he will therefore name
only two-thirds of his ministers for the
time being.

Inalive Facebook address aired
the following day, the premier reaf-
firmed his intention to reduce the
number of government ministries,
saying that will make the executive
branch more efficient and less sus-
ceptible to corruption. He specifically
defended the widely anticipated clo-
sure of the Diaspora Ministry and the
Culture Ministry’s merger with the
Education Ministry.
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Curiosity is always on the itinerary.

Delve Deeper With an Armenian Teacher

Unforgettable Expeditions Reveal Even More With a Teacher as Your Guide.

S~ T

Tatev,

For reservation & information, contact Christine at European Travel 818-842-7500 ext. 105 or N. Daduryan at norayrdaduryan@gmail.com

iy {?‘*ﬁ% HISTORY & CULTURE (and EXQUISITE CUISINE)
*. . Vardavar Day in Armenia

- Itinerary: 14 days
Departs: July 15,2019
. Travelers: 48

Join award-winning Armenian language and literature teacher
Morayr Daduryan for a trip to Armenia to celebrate Vardavar, the
ancient water festival dedicated to the goddess Astghik. On this
once-in-a-lifetime journey, you will travel on the lush highlands
of Armenia and Artsakh, immersing
yourself deep into history along the
way. Some of the highlights include
Gami temple, Etchmiadzin cathedral,
Geghard  and
Amberd  castle,  the
] charming resort town of Dilijan, Lake
Sevan, and Van Ardi winery. You will

monasteres,

also tour the picturesque town of Goris,
plant trees, and practice your weaving skills wath the traditional

Armenian carpets! All tours available in Armenian and English.

Noravank
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