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Donation: $60

For tickets please call
Karine (818) 324-0574

Organized by the Homenmen Ladies Auxiliary

I Nethers Dy

Saturday, May 4, 2019
At 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

\ ) BABYLON MEDITERRANEAN RESTAURANT
* 162 N. Sierra Madre Blvd., Pasadena
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Armenia Calls on International Community to Strongly Condemn
Erdogan for Insulting the Memory of Genocide Victims
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YEREVAN -- Armenian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs has issued a statement
urging the international community to
strongly condemn Turkish President
Erdogan for the insulting the memory
and dignity of the victims of Genocide
and their survivors. Following is the text
of the statement:

"OnApril 24 Armenians all over the
world together with the friends of the
Armenian people and humanity com-
memorated the 104th anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide. Many nations, com-
munities and societies joined this com-
memoration all over the world. We are
grateful to all of them, to world leaders,
parliamentarians, philanthropists, schol-
ars, journalists and human rights activ-
ists for standing by the Armenian people
in commemoration of the 1.5 million
victims of the Armenian Genocide.

However, Turkey continues to hold
to odious policies of denialism, offence
to the dignity and memory of the victims

of the Genocide and incapacity to face its
past, manifested once again in the ad-
dress by the President of Turkey on 24
April this year. The reference to the
victims of the Genocide as “Armenian
gangs and their supporters” is most in-
sulting and deplorable. The justification
of the Armenian Genocide, planned and
perpetrated by the Ottoman government
as “relocation” and further qualifying it
as “the most reasonable act” is particu-
larly shocking, yet attesting to the intent
to destroy in whole or in part the Arme-
nian population of the Ottoman Turkey,
a national, ethnical and religious group as
defined by the Convention on the Pre-
vention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide.

Furthermore, Turkey has been con-
sistently trying to introduce a religious
dimension toits denialistnarrative, which
is beyond contempt. No religion in the
world can harbour genocide perpetra-
tors and their supporters. The history of

the Armenian Genocide with many res-
cuers from Muslim communities, in-
cluding religious leaders, as well as its
wide international recognition and con-
demnation is a case in point.

As in 1915, more than a century
later, the leadership of Turkey continues
to blatantly defy the international public
opinion and historical reality. Turkey’s
policies and actions of denial and justifi-
cation manifest flagrant subversion of
the fight against impunity for atrocity
crimes, promoting accountability, rec-
onciliation and prevention of genocide.
They undermine the important efforts of
the international community to prevent
situations in which the crime of genocide
could be committed.

These actions and policies are con-
spicuous acts of incitement to hatred and
perpetration of atrocity crimes, they dem-
onstrate the incapacity and failure of
responsibility of the government of Tur-
key to protect populations from geno-
cide and constitute a threat to interna-
tional and regional peace, security and
stability.

Armenia urges the international
community to strongly condemn the
insult and injury to the memory and
dignity of the victims of Genocide and
their survivors, and to take further reso-
lute actions in order to reinforce the
responsibility of States to comply with
their obligations to protect populations
from genocide, to fight impunity and to
prevent such a crime, including the in-
citement to it. Commemoration and re-
spect of dignity of the victims of geno-
cide are amongst the most important
actions in prevention of genocide."

Portugal’s Parliament Recognizes the
Armenian Genocide

LISBON — The Parliament of Por-
tugal has voted for the recognition of the
Armenian Genocide perpetrated by the
Ottoman Empire, Bedo Demirdjian, Ad-
viser of Artsakh Republic’s Permanent
Representation to the Middle East, saidin
a Facebook post.

The Assembly of the Republic to-
day voted to express sorrow for the
victims of the Armenian genocide of
1915, thus preserving memory as an
essential element for reconciliation be-
tween peoples and for the defense of the
fundamental values ??of humanity, ac-
cording to Diario de Noticias.

According to the text of the reso-
lution, it is on 24 April that “the out-
break of massacres against the Arme-
nian population is marked annually,
since it was at that time in 1915 that the
Ottoman authorities arrested and ex-
ecuted 250 Armenian intellectuals and
community leaders in Constantinople
under orders of the government of the
‘Young Turks® “

“Inthe years during and after World

Warlitisestimated thatbetween 800,000
and 1,5 million people were killed as a
result of the genocide,” the vote said,
adding that “the systematic extermina-
tion by the Ottoman authorities directed
at the Armenian minority in its territory is
considered by the international commu-
nity of historians as the first genocide of
the twentieth century. ”

According to the text of the vote,
the main organizers of the genocide were
sentenced to death or imprisonment for
their crimes in Ottoman military courts
(1919-2020), “yet the sentences of these
tribunals have never been enforced.”

“This evocation is a lesson for our
time, because, given the current level of
nationalism, xenophobia and intolerance
worldwide, it is essential to remember
the abyss of the past. It is also through
the culture of memory that the Assembly
is commitment to upholding human rights
and underlining the importance of
strengthening dialogue among peoples,
religions, cultures and civilizations, “the
authors write.

Fake Website Claims
Saudi Ambassador
Has Promised Financial

Assistance to
Cong. Adam Schiff for

Genocide Recognition

WASHINGTON, DC — “A fake
webpage impersonating Rep. Schiff’s
campaign website was recently created,
and a press release was posted describ-
ing a meeting between Rep. Adam Schiff
and the Saudi Ambassador. The website
is fake, and the meeting described is
completely false. There was no such
meeting and Rep. Schiff has never dis-
cussed these issues with the Saudi gov-
ernment. Rep. Schiff will take appropri-
ate steps to report this effort to spread
disinformation.” Said Emilie Simons Com-
munications Director of Congressman
Adam B. Schiff in an official statement.

According tothe fake website Saudi
ambassador to the U.S., Princess Reema
bint Bandar Al Saud has met with Con-
gressman Adad Schiff and agreed to
financially sponsor the resolution calling
for official US recognition of the Arme-
nian Genocide.

According to the same site Princess
Bandar said that “Saudi Arabia was also
under severe oppression during the Otto-
man Empire, and no pleasant recollection
has been left in our history during the
Ottoman era. Turkey is the main accused
of the Armenian Genocide and cannot
claim concern about human and civil rights
protection until the truth comes out.”

Interestingly Saudi Arabia is one of
few Arab and Muslim countries that does
not have diplomatic relation with the
republic of Armenia.

Pashinyan Hails Armenia’s Growing Trade
With Eurasian Union

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan cited
Armenia’s growing trade with Russia and
other members of the Eurasian Economic
Union (EEU) on Tuesday as he hosted a
meeting of fellow heads of government
from the Russian-led trade bloc.

Speaking at the meeting held in
Yerevan, Pashinyan also renewed his
calls for the creation of a common EEU
market for natural gas and oil mostly
extracted in Russia.

“I am happy to note that there is a
growth in commercial turnover with
between Armenia and the union’s [other]
member states,” he said. “EEU coun-
tries’ share in Armenia’s exports reached
28.5 percent in 2018.”

“[Armenian] exports to the union’s
member states rose by 20 percent while
overall trade by 11 percent,” he added.

Accordingto official Armenian sta-
tistics, Russia accounted for almost 97
percentofthat trade, which totaled around
$2 billion last year. Armenia’s exports to
Russia soared by almost 20 percent, to
$666.5 million. By comparison, Armenia’s

trade with the European Union stood at
$1.83 billionin 2018.

Pashinyan said that further eco-
nomic integration of Armenia, Belarus,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Russia re-
quires “the creation of common oil, gas
and other hydrocarbon markets.” He
said the EU member states should step up
their efforts to put their energy coopera-
tion on a “non-discriminatory footing.”

Pashinyan made a similar point
when he visited the EEU’s Moscow
headquarters in January. He was under-
stood to imply that Russian gas should be
as cheap in Russia as it is in Armenia and
other EEU members importing it.

Belarus, which is also heavily de-
pendent on Russian gas and oil, has long
been advocating this idea.

Belarusian Prime Minister Sergei
Rumas complained on Tuesday about
hurdles to greater commerce among the
EEU member states, saying that they
have become more serious of late. He
seemed to allude to his country’s latest
energy dispute with Russia.
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Pashinyan Condemns Erdogan for
“Hate Speech and New High in Denialism”

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan has strongly
condemned Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s latest public denial of
the 1915 Armenian genocide in the Otto-
man Empire, saying that it amounts to
“extreme hate speech.”

Erdogan again lambasted France
and other nations recognizing the geno-
cide on Wednesday when he spoke at a
conference in Ankara apparently timed
to coincide with the annual remembrance
of some 1.5 million Ottoman Armenians
who lost their lives during the First
World War.

Erdogan claimed that Armenians
themselves massacred Muslim civilians
and that their mass deportations to the
Syrian desert was “the most reasonable
action that could be taken” by the Otto-
man government. “Relocation is one
thing, massacre is another thing,” he
said.

Pashinyan reacted angrily to
Erdogan’s remarks on his Twitter page.
“Calling victims of the Armenian Geno-
cide, the Ottoman Empire’s entire Arme-
nian population, which was sent to death
marches, ‘Armenian gangs & their sup-
porters’ ... is not just a new high in
denialism but justification of nation mur-
der,” he wrote.

“Aboveall, doing this on April 24 is
an ultimate insult to the Armenian people
and to humanity,” the prime minister
added, urging the international commu-
nity to condemn Erdogan’s “extreme

hate speech.”

Throughout his long rule, Erdogan
has stuck to successive Turkish govern-
ments’ strong denial of a premeditated
effort by the Ottoman regime of “the
Young Turks” to exterminate the
empire’s Armenian population. In April
2015, he likewise said that “the reloca-
tionofthe Armenian populationin Anatolia
to southern lands” was a legitimate re-
sponse to violence by “Armenian gangs
provoked by various powers.”

The Turkish leader referred to
the Syrian desert where hundreds of
thousands of Armenians — mostly
women, children and elderly people —
were killed or starved to death. Scores
of others died on their way to the Deir
ez-Zor camps.

In his latest speech, Erdogan lashed
out at France, which officially recog-
nized the genocide in 2001 and held its
first “national day of commemoration of
the Armenian genocide” on Wednesday.
French Prime Minister Edouard Philippe
led the commemorations in Paris on
Wednesday, laying flowers at a monu-
ment to the genocide victims erected in
2003.

“France intends to contribute to
the recognition of the Armenian geno-
cide as a crime against humanity, against
civilization,” Philippe said, according to
the AFP news agency. “It will not be
impressed by any lies, by any pressure,
what we are looking for is historical
accuracy and reconciliation.”

Congressman Frank Pallone Slams Erdogan’s
April 24 Speech as ‘Disgusting Denial’

WASHINGTON,DC—U.S. Con-
gressman Frank Pallone has slammed
the April 24 remarks of Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan as “a dis-
gusting denial of historical facts.”

“This hate-filled speech Erdogan
gave yesterday on the day to commemo-
rate the Armenian Genocide was a dis-
gusting denial of historical facts,” Rep.
Pallone tweeted.

“l stand with [Armenian Prime
Minister] Nikol Pashinyan and Arme-
nians everywhere in condemning a new
low from this brutal authoritarian,” he
added.

Earlier Pashinyan urged the inter-
national community to respond to the

Turkish leader who called the population
of the Ottoman Empire “Armenian gangs
and their supporters” in his speech on 24
April, adding their deportation was “the
most reasonable action that could be
taken in such a period.”

Yerevan Reports More Agreements With
Russian Arms Exporter

Armenia will continue to acquire
Russian weapons “very vigorously,” De-
fense Minister Davit Tonoyan said on
Wednesday after holding fresh talks with
the head of Russia’s state-owned arms
exporter, Rosoboronexport.

Tonoyan and Rosoboronexport’s
Alexander Mikheyev met on Tuesday on
the sidelines of an international security
conference held in Moscow.

“The parties reached a number of
new agreements on expanding the scope
of cooperation and ensuring its continu-
ity,” the Armenian Defense Ministry said
in a short statement on the meeting. It did
not elaborate.

Tonoyan, who was appointed as
defense minister in May 2018, and

Mikheyev met on at least two occasions
last year. Their latest talks came two
months after Russian and Armenian of-
ficials signed fresh defense contracts in
Moscow. Their details have still not been
made public.

Earlier in February, Yerevan con-
firmed the signing of a Russian-Arme-
nian contract for the purchase of four
Sukhoi Su-30SM fighter jets to the Ar-
menian Air Force. The total cost of the
deal remains unknown.

Speaking to Russian journalists,
Tonoyan reiterated that the multirole jets
will be delivered to Armenia by the begin-
ning of 2020. The Armenian side has
already made first payments for them, he
said, according to the TASS news agency.
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Time Will Judge Armenia’s ‘Velvet
Revolution,’ Says President Sarkissian

YEREVAN -- President Armen
Sarkissianhas described as “memorable”
the unprecedented mass protests that
brought down Armenia’s former gov-
ernment one year ago.

In a weekend interview with RFE/
RL’s Armenian service, Sarkissian again
hailed the peaceful character of the dra-
matic regime change. But he cautioned
that more time is needed to assess the
“the velvet revolution” and its signifi-
cance.

“In retrospect, it was a time of
great changes in my, your and many
Armenians’ lives one year ago, and |
think that each of those days was memo-
rable,” he said. “Many recalled and prob-
ably also tried to analyze, evaluate every
day [of those protests,] but any person,
any event is judged by time or, if you like,
God. And Go [will do so] through the
words and thoughts of our compatriots,
our future generations.”

Armenia marked the first anniver-
sary of the revolution on Saturday with a
new public holiday, called Citizen’s Day,
designated by its currentleadership. Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan, the protest
leader who swept to power in May 2018,
personally participated in festivities held
in the streets of Yerevan.

Asked about how he is marking
Citizen’s Day, Sarkissian said: “If youask
me some time later I will remember the
following: today my staff was happy to
admit a new employee, a very bright
young man who is one of the heroes of the
April [2016] war [in Nagorno-Karabakh, |
and was not just wounded but also lost a
part of his leg during the war.”

A former diplomat who lived in
London for nearly three decades,
Sarkissian was elected president of the
republic in March 2018 by the former
Armenian parliament controlled by out-

going President Serzh Sarkisian’s Re-
publican Party (HHK). He was sworn in
on April 9, 2018, just days before the
start of the Pashinian-led protests against
Serzh Sarkisian’s plans to extend his
decade-long rule by serving as prime
minister under a new, parliamentary sys-
tem of government.

The protests rapidly gained mo-
mentum, threatening to paralyze the
country. On April 21, the president vis-
ited Yerevan’s Republic Square, the fo-
cal point of the protests, to talk to
Pashinian and propose that the latter hold
crisis talks with Serzh Sarkisian. The
talks held in front of reporters the follow-
ing day ended in failure. Serzh Sarkisian
resigned as prime minister on April 23.

Explaining his surprise appearance
on Republic Square, Armen Sarkissian
said his main objective was to broker a
dialogue between the government and
the Pashinyan-led opposition and thus
prevent street violence.

“We and others called it a velvet
revolution,” he went on. “I often call it a
revolution in the Armenian way ... We
are Armenians and we are different from
many others in that we manage to carry
out dramatic changes, including revolu-
tions, in a very humane manner, without
clashes, without tragedies, which of
course hugely impressed the world.”

Citing his constitutional role as a
largely ceremonial head of state, the 65-
year-old president was careful not to
pass judgment on the current
government’s policies and, in particular,
its stated efforts to bring about an “eco-
nomic revolution” in the country.

“It’s not the president’s role,” he
said. “The president may have his per-
sonal views and readily share them with
the prime minister or members of the
government but not with journalists.”

Indictment Report against Robert Kocharyan
and Other Officials Released to Public

YEREVAN -- A brief report on
indictment against Robert Kocharyan,
former president of Armenia, and other
high-ranking officials over the March 1,
2008 bloody events is already released to
public, azatutyun.am reports.

In particular, Robert Kocharyan is
accused of overthrowing constitutional
order in collusion with other persons and
receiving bribe in particularly large
amounts - $3 million (AMD 927 million).

Seyran Ohanyan, who was the
head of the Armenian armed forces’
general staff in 2008, is indicted on the
same count of toppling constitutional
order in collusion with other officials.

Yuri Khachaturov, the then
deputy defense minister and head of
the Yerevan Garrison, is charged with
the same crime.

Armen Gevorgyan, former head of
the president’s staff and former deputy
prime minister, is accused of assisting
Kocharyan inoverthrowing constitutional
order.

Gevorgyan is also charged with
involvement in bribery and money laun-
dering.

On April 22, the Special Investiga-
tive Committee submitted the March 1

Continued onpage 4
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Turning Tears of Sadness and Anger into
Resolution and Action: A Tribute to
Genocide Victims and Survivors

“For many years, | thought of
my “neighbour” as anyone who was in
need, who was persecuted, who needed
help: It was not a matter of my tribe or
theirs, my religion or theirs. But it was
only in 1985, when I attended a con-
ference in Boston on the Armenian
Genocide and its lessons, that I met
Armenian survivors, their children and
their grandchildren, all of whom shared
their stories with me, bearing witness
to a proud and tragic history. And it
was there, that first evening of the
conference, that [ sat at a banquet table
with a group of Armenians who began
to sing in Armenian, a language I had
never heard before, songs of home and
long ago, songs sad yet sweet, coming
from the heart, and accompanied with
tears. Little did I know that, on 24
April 1990, I would stand before the
Martyrs Memorial in Yerevan, Arme-
nia, and that I too would weep. But, in
the end, tears of sadness and anger are
not enough; they must also become
tears of resolution and action.” — Prof.
Roger W. Smith

Since this day in front of the
Martyrs in 1990, Prof. Roger W. Smith
has dedicated his life to the academic
work of the recognition of the Arme-
nian Genocide.

Roger W. Smith, Chairperson of
the Zoryan Institute, is Professor
Emeritus of Government at the College
of Williamand Mary in Virginia, where
he has taught political theory and the
comparative study of genocide. Prof.
Smith has written extensively on the
nature, language, history and denial of
genocide. He is also one of four co-
founders and a former President of the
International Association of Genocide
Scholars and has spoken extensively
on the topic of genocide in the United
States, Canada, France and Armenia.

In 2000, Prof. Smith gave tes-
timony before the U.S. Congress
relating to the Armenian Genocide
Resolution (H. Res. 596). Dr. Smith
has been honoured by the Armenian
Students Association with the Arthur
Dadian Award for the preservation
and presentation of Armenian his-
tory. In 2008 he was awarded the
Movses Khorenatsi Medal by the
president of Armenia “for his con-
siderable contribution to the interna-
tional recognition of the Armenian
Genocide.” The Khorenatsi medal is
the Republic of Armenia’s highest
award presented by the president to
people who have significantly con-
tributed to the advancement of Ar-
menian culture.

Since 2003, Prof. Smith has
been the Program Director and fac-
ulty member of the International In-
stitute for Genocide and Human
Rights Studies’ (A Division of the

Zoryan Institute) Genocide and Hu-
man Rights University Program
(GHRUP), and since 2004, he has
served as Zoryan Institute’s Chair-
man of the Academic Board of Di-
rectors. He is also an editor of the
Institute’s peer-reviewed academic
journal, Genocide Studies Interna-
tional, published in partnership with
the University of Toronto Press.

Perhaps one of the most influ-
ential achievements to date has been
commissioning Wolfgang Gusts’,
The Armenian Genocide: Evidence
from the German Foreign Office
Archives, 1915-1916. The German
edition of this book played a major
role in the German Parliament’s an-
nouncement on the Armenian Geno-
cide on June 2, 2016. In fact, the
Co-Chair of the Green Alliance Party
of Germany, Cem Ozdemir, stated in
a recent visit to the Zoryan Institute:

“Wolfgang Gust’s work and
that the Zoryan Institute was very
crucial, because it was the first time
that we saw the documents of the
German Foreign Ministry, and these
Documents are probably the best
save archive in the world on the
Armenian Genocide.”

With his expertise in the sub-
ject of genocide, especially geno-
cide denial, Prof. Smith played a
crucial role in raising the awareness
that no single step will change the
world. His view is that one of the
most effective means to end the
slaughter of so many millions is for
states to expand their concept of
national interest to include the pre-
vention of genocide. These costs are
far greater than the cost of early
intervention.

Prof. Smith’s dedication to the
recognition of the Armenian Geno-
cide has been immeasurable. Today,
on the occasion of the Armenian
Genocide Day of Commemoration,
let us all follow in the footsteps of
Prof. Smith and turn our tears of
sadness and anger into tears of reso-
lution and action.

Armenians Start Process to Elect New
Patriarch of Constantinople

On April 29 the Religious Assem-
bly of the Armenian Patriarchate of
Constantinople decided to apply to the
Istanbul Governor’s Office to hold
new elections of the Patriarch.

Through a secret voting the As-

sembly decided that acting Patriarch
Archbishop Aram Atesyan will coordi-
nate the electoral process.
The Patriarchate will apply to the
Governor’s Office without delay.
The Armenian Patriarch of
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HDP: We Share the Sorrow and Mourning of
104 Years...

Turkey’s Pro-Kurdish People’s
Democratic Party has issued a statement
commemorating the Armenian Geno-
cide. Following is the text of the state-
ment:

104 years have passed since the
Great Catastrophe (Metz Yeghern), a
planned genocide of an ethnicity and
faith, which began on 24 April 1915.
More than two hundred Armenian intel-
lectuals were taken from their homes and
sent to death; the process continued with
the exile of hundreds of thousands of
Armenians, and many of them were
systematically slaughtered.

To wipe out differences to create a
homogeneous society; to impose a single
race, a single religion and a single lan-
guage; to efface the memory of different
peoples and faiths that have lived on
these lands — this mentality continues to
this day.

No ethnic identity, language, cul-
ture or belief is superior to another on
these lands in which different peoples
andbeliefs live together -but this simple
fact has still not been accepted. And
as a result, a confrontation with the
crimes and shame that have made our
land poorer has always been post-
poned.

Lamenting crimes against human-
ity and facing historical facts; apologiz-

HALKLARIN
DEMOKRATIK
PARTISI

ing to victims and communities and re-
sorting to restorative justice; understand-
ing each other and healing the wounds
with a sincere approach are essential
steps for a common future. Developing
feelings of conscience and justice, and
sharing this great pain is also the path to
build a democratic, peaceful and equal
future together.

As the grandchildren of the ancient
peoples of Anatolia and Mesopotamia,
we share the sorrow and pain of 104
years, and commemorate with grief and
respect all those who have fallen.

Peoples’ Democratic Party

Central Executive Board

24 April 2019

AAF Shipped $4.5 Million of Aid to Armenia
and Artsakh January — April 2019

GLENDALE -- The Armenia
Artsakh Fund (AAF) delivered $4.5
million of humanitarian assistance to
Armenia and Artsakh from January —
April 2019.

The AAF itself collected the $4.1
million of medicines and other supplies
donated by Americares ($3.7 million)
and Direct Relief ($445,000).

Other organizations which con-
tributed valuable goods during this
period were: Project Agape ($163,000);
Howard Karagheusian Commemora-
tive Corp. ($77,000); Armenian
EyecareProject ($67,000); Dr. Albert
Phillips ($12,300) and Dr. Stephen
Kashian ($9,000).

The medicines and medical sup-
plies donated during this period were
sent to the Health Ministry of Armenia,
Artsakh Health Ministry, AGBU Claudia
Nazarian Medical Center for Syrian Ar-
menian Refugees in Yerevan, Arabkir
United Children’s Foundation, Arme-
nian Missionary Associationof America,
Fund for Armenian Relief, Institute of
Perinatology, Obstetrics and Gynecol-
ogy Center, Metsn Nerses Charitable
Organization, Muratsan Children’s En-
docrinology Center, St. Grigor Lusavorich
Medical Center and The Howard
Karagheusian Commemorative Corp.

In the first four months of 2019

ith
akh

AAF shipped to Armenia and Artsakh
$4.5 million of medicines, medical sup-
plies and other relief products. In the
past 30 years, including the shipments
under its predecessor, the United Ar-
menian Fund, the AAF has delivered to
Armenia and Artsakh a grand total of
$824 million worth of relief supplies
on board 158 airlifts and 2,435 sea
containers.

“The Armenia Artsakh Fund is
regularly offered free of charge mil-
lions of dollars worth of life-saving
medicines and medical supplies. All we
have to do is pay for the shipping
expenses. We would welcome your
generous donations to be able to con-
tinue delivering this valuable assis-
tance to all medical centers in Armenia
and Artsakh,” stated Harut Sassounian,
the President of AAF.

For more information, call the
AAF office: (818) 241-8900; Email:
sassoun@pacbell.net.

Constantinople, Archbishop Mesrob
Mutafyan passed away on March 8. He
was the 84th patriarch of Turkey's
Armenian community and succeeded
Karekin II in 1998.

Mutafyan, officially known as
Mesrob 1I, began suffering from de-
mentia in 2008 and had been in a
vegetative state since then. However,

he still officially remained patriarch
and archbishop.

Archbishop Aram Atesyan was
appointed to serve as Patriarchal Vicar,
as Mesrob II had to withdraw from his
duties due to his illness. A new patri-
arch could not be elected as Turkish
laws prohibit any elections while a
standing patriarch is alive.
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Ararat Home Banquet to Celebrate
70 Years of Service to the Community

MISSION HILLS — This year
marks Ararat Home’s 70th anniversary,
which will be celebrated with a banquet
on Saturday, May 11, featuring a tribute
program and wonderful entertainment.

Established in 1949 by a group of
visionaries, Ararat Home was created to
serve our community by caring for our
elderly. For 70 years, it has been home to
thousands of Armenians — men and
women, parents and grandparents, gen-
erations of our compatriots, who have
received comfort, compassion, and lov-
ing care there. With tremendous com-
munity support since its founding, Ararat
Home has grown from its humble begin-
nings and has succeeded in carrying on
its mission of care for seven decades.

As the tribute video prepared for
the occasion shows (available at
ararathome.org), Ararat Home’s jour-
ney began in Los Angeles’ Historic West
Adams District with seven residents mov-
ing into film star Mary Pickford’s man-
sion, which was purchased for $12,000.
From its early days, when securing
funding for mortgage payments and daily
needs was a struggle, through its periods
of growth, the Home has today become
amillion dollar operation, employing over
400 staft and caring for 400 residents in
three facilities on two campuses.

Ararat Home Board of Trustees
Chair Michael Surmeian credits commu-
nity support for this growth and suc-
cess. “Thanks to the generosity and
dedication of countless supporters —
members of the community, philanthro-
pists, and organizations — who have
sustained the Home’s mission for de-
cades, Ararat Home has become the
pride of the Southern California Arme-
nian community. And, in return for this
investment of support, the Home has
continually endeavored to serve the com-
munity well.”

“We consider it our duty and privi-
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lege to serve our community in this
capacity,” says Chief Operating Officer
Derik Ghookasian. “At Ararat Home, we
strive to provide each of our residents
withindividualized, comprehensive, qual-
ity care. In the uniquely Armenian, fam-
ily environment of the Home, residents
find companionship, life enrichment and
dignity, and their families find support,
understanding and peace of mind. These
are qualities that set Ararat Home apart in
the industry of long-term, elder care.
And, our community deserves nothing
less than our very best effort.”

In order to meet the ever-increas-
ing needs of the community and the
demand for its services, Ararat Home
has achieved several milestones during
its 70 year history. In 1980, it purchased
Ararat Convalescent Hospital in Eagle
Rock. And, in 1981, it purchased 10.5
acres of agricultural land in Mission Hills,
which it developed and opened as its new
campus in 1992. After several phases of
expansion through 2018, the campus is
now home to Ararat Assisted Living
Facility, Ararat Nursing Facility, Ararat-
Eskijian Museum, Deukmejian Commu-
nity Center, and Sheen Memorial Chapel.

With its most recent acquisition of
13 acres of virtually undeveloped land
adjacent to its Mission Hills campus,
Ararat Home is planning to create a true
Continuing Care Retirement Community
withindependent living units, recreational
areas, additional assisted livingand skilled
nursing capacity, and memory care units.

A70th Anniversary Banquetis planned
for Saturday, May 11th, at 6:30 p.m. in
Deukmejian Grand Ballroom on the Ararat
Home campus in Mission Hills. Entertain-
ment will be provided by ALLEN G. OR-
CHESTRA, and television personality and
author Jill Simonian Panossian
(TheFABMom.com) will serve as the Mis-
tress of Ceremonies. Tickets are $175, and
sponsorship opportunities are available.
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AMAA Child and Orphan Care Luncheon
Raises Fund for Children
in Armenia and Artsakh

LOS ANGELES — The Crystal
Ballroomofthe Beverly Hills Hotel was
the beautiful setting of the Armenia
Missionary Association of America’s
(AMAA) Child and Orphan Care Lun-
cheon and Children’s Fashion Show

on March 23. The theme of “Wish
Upon A Star...” signified the important
work that is being done by the AMAA to
help dreams come true in Armenia and
Karabagh. The Luncheon Co-Chairs,
Diane Cabraloff, Gina Felikianand Sandra
Kalemkiarian worked tirelessly to make
every aspect of the Luncheon enjoyable
for over 450 guests and supporters who
attended. They warmly welcomed the
guests and introduced the dynamic em-
cee for the day, Jacqueline Sarkissian,
who is the morning news reporter for
Good Day Austin on Fox 7. Before
lunch, Sara Kalemkiarian Cipolla deliv-
ered an inspiring devotional and prayer
about gratitude.

The Ballroom was stunning—the
beautiful flowers were generously do-
nated by Zareh David Ghoukasian of
David Z Design, who continues to
support the event every year. This
year’s Silent Auction was spectacular
as there were more than 100 items to
bid on. Nicole Nishanian and Leslie
Shahinian, Silent Auction Co-Chairs,
procured many amazing items, includ-
ing several designer bags, beautiful
jewelry, and much, much more. There
were many opportunities to help the
children by sponsoring a child, provid-
ing meals at the day care centers, or by
purchasing a Bible for them to read.
This effort was coordinated by Maro
Najarian Yacoubian and Tina Segel
who organized the Child Sponsorship
table and encouraged everyone to make
a difference in the life of a child in
Armenia. Many children were spon-
sored at the luncheon.

Joyce Stein, National Co-Chair
of the Orphan and Child Care Commit-
tee, and her daughter Tina Segel intro-
duced a video which showed the con-
tinuing need in Armenia and how
AMAA’s important ministry has helped
dreams come true for thousands of

Armenian children and their families.

This year, the Committee was
thrilled and honored that the talented
Armenian designers of Closh traveled
all the way from Istanbul, Turkey to
provide the fashions for our first run-
way show. The Closh designers, Serli
Kegodluand Selvin Parunakyan Ozgiil,
have deep connections with the Arme-
nian Church and surrounding commu-
nity in Turkey and have always been
dedicated to the Armenian cause. They
hand made all of the dresses for the
show and donated their time, energy
and talent to create a memorable expe-
rience for all.

As in previous years, there was a
wonderful Children’s Fashion Show
which was introduced and coordinated
by Aleen Oruncakciel. The Fashion
Show was sponsored and produced by
Bloomingdale’s Sherman Oaks. The
Bloomingdale’s Sherman Oaks team,
along with the Committee, worked
together to make the Fashion Show a
complete success

Sandra Kalemkiarian, who coor-
dinates finances and reservations,
works tirelessly every year to effi-
ciently close out the Auction. “We are
grateful for the very generous dona-
tions we receive each year,” said
Sandra, “and especially for all the chil-
dren who were sponsored.”

The guests left the event with a
bag full of goodies, including amazing
nail care products donated by Jessica
Vartoughian of Jessica Cosmetics,
dried fruit from LindaKay Abdulian,
cookies from Leslie Kevorkian, devo-
tional books from Sandra Kalemkiarian
and bookmarks from Arpi Krikorian.
The children each received a gift bag
donated by Ani Zakari. The beautiful
bags for the goodies are donated each
year by Arsine Seraydarian.

In closing, Lori Muncherian and
Arsine Phillips, West Coast Child and
Orphan Care Committee Co-Chairs,
thanked the Chairs, the entire Commit-
tee and all the donors for their contin-
ued support of this event for the chil-
dren in Armenia

Indictment Report against Robert Kocharyan

Continued frompage 2

case with indictments to the prosecutor
general.

The case dates back to late February
and early March 2008 following the dis-
puted presidential election, whenthen prime

minister Serzh Sargsyan was declared the
winner, angering the opposition, led by the
first Armenian president Levon Ter-
Petrosyan and setting off 10 days of
nonstop protests that led to a crackdown
onMarch 1, inwhich 10 people were killed
and more than 200 injured.
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We will continue to stand by your side and

secure your family and business with our

full range of insurance policies.

MARONIAN

INSURANCE SERVICES

Since 1975, we have proudly served
your health and life insurnace needs.
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CALL US FOR A
PERSONALIZED QUOTE

(818) 500 9585

805 E. Broadway, Glendale, CA 91205
sbmaronian@gmail.com

CA INSURAMCE LICENSE # DC99815

MaronianInsurance.com
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St Gregory Armenian Church
Celebrating

CINCO de MAYO

Join Us as We Celebrate the Culture

From South of the Border &

Friday, May 3, 2019 At 7:30 pm o
2215 E. Colorado Blvd. Pasadena CA 91107

With

Live Mariachi Band and DJ

Meet us at Our Build Your Own
TACO and BURRITTO BAR
/ﬁnd A Variety of Mexican Menu Items

For Tickets Please Call
Alice B18-606-6606 Khris 626-201-2T04
Vera (Church office) 626-449-1523

Donation $30 / Kids $20
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