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PM Pashinyan: The Goal of our Foreign
Policy is to Ensure the Sovereignty and
Security of the Republic of Armenia
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YEREVAN — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan claimed on Tuesday
that Armenia’s foreign policy has un-
dergone significant changes during his
more than yearlong rule.

“I repeatedly stated during and
after the 2018 revolution that there
will be no U-turns in Armenia’s for-
eign policy and there have indeed
been no U-turns ... But this doesn’t
mean that nothing has changed in
Armenia’s foreign policy. In fact, a

lot has changed in Armenia’s foreign
policy,” Pashinyan told Armenian
ambassadors abroad and other senior
diplomats holding an annual meeting
in Yerevan.

“The most significant of those
changes is that our traditional policy of
balancing has been replaced with a
policy of having our own clear position
and consistently defending that posi-

Continued onpage 4

Voluntary National Review of Republic of
Artsakh Disseminated at the UN
as Official Document

NEW YORK — The Voluntary
National Review of the Republic of
Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh Repub-
lic) on the implementation of the Sus-
tainable Developments Goals (SDG)
set out in the 2030 UN Agenda for
Sustainable Development was dis-
seminated in the United Nations Orga-
nization (UN) as an official document.

The report is a comprehensive
document on the policies pursued by
the Artsakh authorities to build a demo-
cratic state and ensure economic, SO-
cial and cultural development based on
the right of the people of Artsakh to
self-determination, the NKR Foreign
Ministry said in a statement.

The report provides information
on progress made in achieving specific
goals in the areas of sustainable devel-
opment in spite of serious security

challenges by Azerbaijan and threats to
the physical existence of the Artsakh
population.

The national review was pre-
pared on the initiative of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Artsakh and approved by the Artsakh
National Council for Sustainable De-
velopment. The text of the document
published on the official UN website is
available at https://undocs.org/en/A/
74/282.

Official Baku has sent a note of
protest to the UN Secretary General
regarding the dissemination of the
document on Nagorno Karabakh.

The Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Leyla Abdullayeva stated
that Yerevan has “abused its right of
membership and circulated papers on
the illegal secessionist regime.”

Armenian PM Pashinyan to Attend
UN General Assembly Session

YEREVAN -- Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan will partici-
pate in the upcoming session of the UN
General Assembly in New York, For-
eign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanyan
told reporters today.

Hesaid the date andthe agenda of the
visit will be announced in advance. The
74th session of the UN General Assembly
will open on September 17, 2019.

Asked whether Pashinyan may
have meetings with US President Donald
Trump and Secretary of State Michael
Pompeo during his visit to New York,
Mnatsakanyan said the Armenian-
American relations were at a high
level, regardless of direct contacts
between the leaders of the two coun-
tries.

“We still have not had meetings
with Trump and Pompeo, but our dia-
logue with the United States has not
diminished; it has become even more
active if you look at the high level. We
must take into account that the United
States has a unique political system
with its own structure. The meeting
with Trump and Pompeo remains on
the agenda, and will take place when
the opportunity comes,” he said.

The Minister denied media re-
ports that the meeting was postponed
due to the unwillingness of the US
leadership to meet with Pashinyan and
representatives of his government/ He
stressed that the Armenian Foreign
Ministry is doing everything possible
to make the meeting take place in the
near future.

PM Pashinyan will visit Los An-
geles on September 22, where he plans
to meet with the Armenian community
during a public gathering at Grand
Park in Downtown LA.

Paylan and Giinay Suspend
South American Tour

U"j'_‘

Members of the Turkish National
Assembly, Garo Paylan and Ebru
Giinay, representing the opposition
People’s Democratic Party (HDP) have
abruptly suspended their South America
tour due events that are currently tran-
spiring in Turkey.

On Monday, August 19, Turkish
authorities expelled Mayors of the three
main cities in the predominantly Kurdish
southeast, provoking protests and po-
litical condemnation. Their expulsion
comes as Turkish forces are poised to
launch a military operation against
Syrian Kurdish militants.

The pro-Kurdish HDP Mayors in
Van, Mardin, and Diyarbakir, were
replaced by state-appointed executors.
Protests erupted in all three cities as
news spread about their expulsion.
Security forces using tear gas and
water cannons quickly quelled the un-

rest. Anger over their dismissals also
led to demonstrations in other towns
and cities.

In the past three years, 88 HDP
Mayors have been removed from of-
fice and dozens of members of parlia-
ment jailed, including the HDP’s
former leader, Selahattin Demirtas.

In a statement announcing the
abrupt cancellation of the tour, the
Armenian Center in Argentina, stated it
is very striking that this new authori-
tarian outrage of Erdogan coincides
with the South America tour in which
deputies Paylan and Giinay were pre-
cisely denouncing the dark period of
increased oppression of minorities
within Turkey.

As a result, the planned visits to
Chile and Brazil have been cancelled,
and the legislators will be heading back
to Turkey.
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Press Freedom Groups Object to Armenian
Government Bill

YEREVAN — Armenian media
freedom groups expressed concern on
Thursday about a government bill that
would make it a crime to publicly call
for or justify violence in the country.

Under the bill involving amend-
ments to the Armenian Criminal Code
drafted by the Justice Ministry, such
statements would be punishable by
fines and up to three years in prison.
The ministry called for a public debate
on the proposed amendments when it
publicized them last week.

In their written objections sub-
mitted to the ministry, civic groups
dealing with mass media said the bill is
too vague and could place unjustified
restrictions on the freedom of expres-
sion.

Shushan Doydoyan, who leads
one of those organizations, the Center
for Freedom of Information, said the
Justice Ministry should have specifi-
cally defined and criminalized instead
“hate speech” targeting ethnic, reli-
gious and sexual minorities and other
categories of the population.

“Criminal liability is a very ex-
ceptional restriction of the right to
freely express oneselfand it must there-

Khachaturyan Sisters — Killers or Victims of
Their Abusive Father

fore be applied only in exceptional
circumstances,” Doydoyan told RFE/
RL’s Armenian service. “In our view,
the exceptional circumstances are only
hate speech against which the state
can take action. But that intervention
must have clearly defined grounds.”

Yeghishe Kirakosyan, a senior
legal aide to Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan, insisted earlier that the bill
is aimed at doing just that. “This bill is
aimed at preventing hate speech and
any propaganda of violence,” he said.

The bill appears to stem from
angry remarks made by Pashinyan at a
June 6 cabinet meeting in Yerevan.
The prime minister ordered law-en-
forcement authorities to clamp down
on groups which he said are advocat-
ing political violence as part of a “hy-
brid war” waged against his govern-
ment.

Ryanair Confirms Plans to Enter
Armenian Aviation Market

YEREVAN — A senior executive
of Ryanair on Wednesday reportedly
confirmed the Irish budget airline’s
plans to launch regular flights between
Europe and Armenia.

Ryanair’s chief commercial of-
ficer, David O’Brien, and director of
route development, Kate Sherry, dis-
cussed the matter with Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan during a visit to
Yerevan.

An Armenian government state-
ment cited O’Brienas telling Pashinyan
that Ryanair “intends to enter the Ar-
menian aviation market soon” and is
now negotiating with Armenia’s civil
aviation authority and main airport
operator for that purpose. He pre-
sented concrete flights planned by the
airline and its “tariff policy” for them,
said the statement.

Pashinyan welcomed those plans,
saying that Ryanair flights to and from
Armenia would benefit the country’s
tourism industry. He expressed hope
that the two sides will work out a
“concrete variant of mutually benefi-
cial cooperation.”

O’Brien and Sherry held a sepa-
rate dinner meeting on Tuesday with
Deputy Prime Minister Tigran Avinyan
and Tatevik Revazyan, the head of the
Armenian government’s Civil Aviation
Committee. Revazyan negotiated with
Ryanairrepresentatives in Dublin early
this year before announcing in March
that the Irish carrier is planning to fly
to Armenia.

Revaziyn, who was also present
at Pashinyan’s meeting the visiting
Ryanair executives, announced in July
that Ryanair as well as another West-
ern low-cost airline, Wizz Air, are
ready to launch flight services next
year if they are granted financial con-
cessions.

She said the Civil Aviation Com-

mittee is already drafting a bill that
would exempt them from a fixed
$21 tax levied from every air ticket
sold in the country. The govern-
ment agency also hopes to convince
an Argentine company managing
Yerevan’s Zvartnots airport to offer
them discounts for airport ground
services, she added.

The cost of air travel to and from
Armenia has already decreased since
the liberalization in 2013 of the domes-
tic civil aviation sector. This has con-
tributed to a steady growth of the
country’s international air traffic. The
total number of passengers processed
by the international airports in Y erevan
and Gyumri rose by around 10 percent
in the first half of this year.

Ryanair 1is an Irish low-cost
airline founded in 1984, headquar-
tered in Swords, Dublin, Ireland,
with its primary operational bases at
Dublin and London Stansted airports.
In 2016, Ryanair was the largest
European budget airline by sched-
uled passengers flown, and carried
more international passengers than
any other airline.

Ryanair operates more than 400
Boeing 737-800 aircraft, with a single
737-700 used primarily as a charter
aircraft, but also as a backup and for
pilot training. Ryanair’s route net-
work serves 38 countries in Europe,
North Africa (Morocco), and the
Middle East (Israel, Lebanon and Jor-
dan).

In July 2018, three sisters killed,
confessed and were charged with the
murder of their abusive father. A year
later, supporters see a more likely road
to their release.

MOSCOW — Newly published
documents have caused a revitalized
outpouring of support for Krestina,
Angelina, and Maria Khachaturyan
who, after suffering years of abuse by
their father, killed him in their Moscow
apartment.

A recently concluded investiga-
tion by Russian state officials estab-
lished at least seven separate instances
of abuse against the sisters dating back
to 2014, which supports their claims
of physical, psychological, and sexual
abuse by their father.

The Russian criminal code al-
lows arguments of self-defense in situ-
ations of immediate aggression, but
also during times of “continuous
crime.” The sisters’ lawyers argue
their clients were victims of “continu-
ous crime” and therefore acted in self-
defense.

The investigation not only re-
news debate in Russia regarding the
sisters’ fate, but also about the recent
decriminalization of domestic abuse.

Before 2017, domestic violence
against children was punishable by
two years in prison, provided no bones
were broken. However, in January of
2017, Russian President Vladimir Putin
reduced the punishment to 15 days in
police custody or a 30,000 ruble fine
(approximately $450).

The Khachaturyan sisters were
released from police custody for the
remainder of the trial but live with
considerable restrictions, among which
is the inability to communicate with
journalists, or each other.

If they are convicted, Krestina
and Angelina could serve 20 years in
prison, and Maria, who was a minor at
the time of the crime, could receive a
maximum sentence of 10 years.

Experts say around 80% of
women sentenced for murder in Rus-
sian prisons were convicted of mur-
dering an abuser.

Former Armenian Tax Chief Arrested In
Corruption Probe

YEREVAN --Gagik Khachatrian,
a controversial former finance minis-
ter, was arrested on Tuesday as part of
a corruption investigation conducted
by Armenia’s National Security Ser-
vice (NSS).

Another law-enforcement agency
charged Khachatrian, who had also
run the national tax and customs ser-
vices under former President Serzh
Sarkisian, with wasting large amounts
of public funds while in office.

The Special Investigative Ser-
vice (SIS) gave very few details of the
case, which is understood to be sepa-
rate from the NSS investigation. A
spokeswoman said that SIS investiga-
tors have already recovered 800 mil-
lion drams ($1.7 million) in “damage
inflicted on the state” by Khachatrian.

The SIS indictment was announced
hours after NSS officers raided
Khachatrian’s and his relatives’ expen-
sive properties in and outside Yerevan.
The NSS director, Artur Vanetsian, per-
sonally reported the searches.

“Searches are being conducted at
Gagik Khachatrian’s apartment, man-
sion and other properties as well as the
properties of individuals connected to
Gagik Khachatrian,” Vanetsian told re-

porters. “The searches are still going on
and after they are finished Mr.
Khachatrian will be taken to the National
Security Service for questioning.”

Vanetsian said Khachatrian is
suspected of abusing his powers and
misusing “tens of millions of dollars”
worth of taxpayers’ money. He did not
elaborate.

The NSS announced the once
powerful official’s arrest in a state-
ment issued later in the day. It did not
formally charge him yet.

Also arrested was Khachatrian’s
nephew Karen, who used to run an
internal security division of the State
Revenue Committee (SRC) comprising
Armenia’s tax and customs services.



Anticipatory Situation

By Harut Der-Tavitian

In the history of nations, one
year is an instant. But for the genera-
tions living through that year, it may
seem even longer than a year, espe-
cially when it immediately follows a
revolution in the country. Infected by
the revolutionary obsession, people
become impatient and expect immedi-
ate results. We noticed such an exu-
berant feeling when we visited Arme-
nia in July of last year. However, when
we visited Armenia again in July of this
year, that exuberant feeling was re-
placed by an anticipatory and watchful
feeling. That is quite natural to expect.
However, the problem lies in the dura-
tion of this “wait and see” anticipatory
situation. How long it can last and
where it may take us will depend on the
performance of the people who car-
ried out the revolution, on their ability
to convey and communicate it to a
wide range of people and to convince
them.

While the revolutionaries are en-
gaged in their work, those negatively
affected by the revolution will do their
utmost to hinder and disrupt their ac-
tivities. This fact was clearly visible

during our stay. It is worth mentioning
some of the major points of their criti-
cisms. Representatives of the old re-
gime were criticizing the youth and
inexperience of the new regime, the
alleged role of foreign powers in bring-
ing them to power and hence their
dependence on them, their lack of
national orientation, etc.

So, the onus of proof falls on the
new ones. That is not an easy task,
when they have declared that their
activities will all be conducted within
the framework of the judicial system,
which unfortunately is a very slow
process. The general population has
witnessed throughout the past 20 years,
how Robert Kocharian and Serzh
Sargsyan, with their accessories and
close friends, illegally amassed tre-
mendous wealth, robbing the country.
This privileged class gained the hatred
of the masses. Therefore, the masses
expect that hatred must be ruthlessly
reciprocated and that which the privi-
leged class has taken from the people
must be taken away from them and
returned to the people. Immediate and
dreadful judgment must be brought on
them, similar to the fate suffered by
Ceausescu of Romania and Saddam
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Hussein of Iraq. But this solution, how-
ever acceptable to the masses, can
have unpleasant and dangerous conse-
quences. When establishing the rule of
law within the country is of paramount
importance, every effort must be made
to stay within the legal framework.
Unfortunately, knowing this well,
Kocharian and friends are doing their
utmost to exploit the labyrinth of the
judicial system.

In our humble opinion, the pro-
longation of this anticipatory situation
will not be beneficial to the party that
carried out the revolution. In the worst
case, it can prepare the ground for the
emergence of an opportunist dictator
with dire consequences. Thus, for the
revolution to achieve its goal, the
present authorities will have to pursue
radical solutions, accelerate the pace
of change, and adopt drastic mea-
sures. When it has become evident that
the former authorities are doing their
best to obstruct the pace of rapid
change, the current authorities must
find the means to immediately neutral-
ize those efforts and consolidate the
rule of law. The National Assembly
should bear this responsibility, and at
this juncture, the most convenient way
of finding solutions will be to utilize the
services of individual experts and by-
pass the cumbersome process of work-
ing through committees.

The current global developments
make it clear that individual initiatives
are faster and more productive than
the group workflow. Therefore, in
order to achieve rapid results and to
generate significant profits, authori-
ties should prioritize the development
of individual talent rather than organi-
zations whose workloads are heavy.
They also need to adopt transparent
activities to win the trust of citizens
and to ensure their mass participation
in the advancement of the country and
the strengthening of the state. In time,
state institutions will be formed that
will take on that responsibility.
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The communication between the
authorities and the general population
is very important. The government
can take very good steps, but unless
they can be convincingly explained to
the people, those steps cannot be ef-
fective. This is all the more challenging
given that most of the media is in the
hands of the former authorities and
they are making every effort to dis-
credit the new authorities. At the
present moment, the burden of this
responsibility falls on the shoulders of
Prime Minister Pashinyan. It is not
enough to make 100 points and similar
statements. The people need to be
closely informed of the issues and
their participation should be sought for
the solutions.

The first president, Levon Ter-
Petrosyan, in his article titled “The
Moment of Seriousness: War or Peace”
raised many bold questions, but failed
to ensure the people’s participation in
the discussion. Consequently, his ini-
tiative failed. Had he succeeded in
creating constructive discussion, both
his and Armenia’s fate would have
been positively different. One must
learn from this example and move on.
There is the need of bold steps.

To summarize our reflections,
we can state without a doubt that the
Velvet Revolution brought a new and
vibrant spirit to Armenia and the Arme-
nians worldwide. So that this spirit and
zeal will not dissipate, the revolution
must find quick resolutions for the
issues that are constraining our devel-
opment, always staying within the
bounds of the law. Of course, mis-
takes will be made, but when the sin-
cere tendency of the authorities to
build a just and democratic state is
clearly demonstrated, the people will
be apprehensive. This anticipatory state
of affairs following the revolution
should not be prolonged, lest it give
rise to a new revolution, which cer-
tainly will not be velvety.

Renowned Historian Hilmar Kaiser to Present AMAA Sponspored Lecture

BY FLORENCE AVAKIAN

PARAMUS, NJ — Dr. Hilmar
Kaiser, the eminent German historian,
will present a fascinating lecture on his
extensive research into the Humanitar-
ian Resistance to the Armenian Geno-
cide.

The special event sponsored by
the Armenian Missionary Association
of America (AMAA), will take place at
the Armenian Presbyterian Church,
located at 140 Forest Avenue, Paramus,
NJ, on September 6, starting at 7:30
P.M. A reception will follow the lec-
ture.

Archive Digger

Hilmar Kaiser was one of the first
German historians to delve intimately
into the historical facts of the Arme-
nian Genocide. He also was one of the
few who did critical research in the
Ottoman archives between 1991 and
1995.

In 1996, for political reasons, he
was banned from the archives by the
Turkish government for ten years. His
important research into this material
had uncovered crucial details on key

points of the Genocide.

This most likely led to him re-
ceiving a lifetime ban by the Turkish
authorities. It also resulted in interna-
tional scholars, politicians and Arme-
nians around the globe demanding his
readmission to the archives.

The ban against Dr. Kaiser was
eventually lifted, and the archives have
officially been reopened. However,
some collections of the Turkish Prime
Minister’s Ottoman archives still re-
main closed.

on the Humanitarian Resistance to the Genocide

Hilmar Kaiser has referred to him-
self as an “archive digger.”

A noted scholar at Yerevan State
University for Armenian Studies, he
completed his Ph.D. at the European
University Institute in Florence, Italy,
with his focus on Ottoman Social and
Economic History, and Ottoman-Ger-
man relations.

Regarded as a scholar on the
Armenian Genocide, he has conducted
research in more than 60 archives
which include the Turkish-Ottoman
Archives in Istanbul.

Closeness To Armenians

Born in Germany, his family who
was Protestant, owned a bakery where
an elderly woman who had before
worked in hospitals in the Middle East,
“was a part of the wider household. In
other words, Lepsius and Armenians
were known to me way before my
10th birthday,” he said in a short inter-
view.

Living across from a multi-apart-
ment house where most of the apart-
ments were occupied with migrants
from Greece and Turkey, he grew up
with Middle Eastern food, and often

wandered “...into the kitchens of the
friendly neighbors. It also meant that
my familiarity with Muslims and to
some extent Turkish, became a given,”
he recalled.

“Since 1982, I visit Turkey and
my neighbors there in their home-
towns. I saw Van and other formerly
Armenian places, including villages with
pillaged graveyards, destroyed or con-
verted churches, Armenian irrigation
systems, and the like. By that time, I
had studied history, and slowly changed
to Turkish history.”

September 6 Focus

During his lecture on September
6 at the Armenian Presbyterian Church
in Paramus, NJ, Dr. Kaiser will high-
light aspects of the relief work and its
importance that go beyond the work in
Aleppo, Syria. “Once again, 1 will
emphasize its Armenian character
which has been lost in discussions of
missionary work and the Near East
Relief.” In addition, his talk will deal
with the Ottoman context.

“In a certain sense, it is setting

Continued onpage 4
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Haigazian Board of Trustees & Alumni
Association Annual Banquet Dinner Dance

LOS ANGELES -- The Haigazian
University Alumni Association and
Board of Trustees, with special guest
University President, Rev. Dr. Paul A.
Haidostian, will recognize four mem-
bers of the University’s Board of Trust-
ees, who are retiring after lifelong
years of devotion and dedication to the
University:

Dr. Hrair Steven Aharonian, Louis
Kurkjian, Herair Mouradian, & Dr.
Vahe Nalbandian.

Being aware of the importance of
such an institution of higher learning in
the Middle East, these four gentlemen
have generously given their time, tal-
ents, and resources over countless
years. Haigazian has valiantly endured
through wars, regional conflicts, and
unimaginable setbacks, to remain the
respected hallmark of education it is
today.

Haigazian University was founded
under the auspice of the Armenian

Missionary Association of America
(AMAA)in 1955 and is the only Arme-
nian institution of higher learning out-
side of Armenia. It has been a beacon
of education for Armenians in the Ar-
menian diaspora—lately becoming an
oasis for displaced Syrian-Armenian
students—further straining the finan-
cial resources of the school. Alumni
Event Co-Chairs, Katia Kermoyan and
Raffi Kendirjian announce all proceeds
fromthis event will go to the Haigazian
University Scholarship fund.

This fund-raising event will be at
the lovely La Cafiada Flintridge Coun-
try Club 5500 Godbey Drive in La
Cafada, 91011 on Sunday, November
3,2019. Cocktails at 5p.m. and dinner
at 6p.m. Tickets are $150. Sponsor-
ships are encouraged.

For additional information on this
Alumni event, please call Katia
Kermoyan at (818) 281-0352 or email
@ hualumniusa@gmail.com

Society for Armenian Studies Establishes the
Nina G. Garsoian Graduate Research Grant

FRESNO — The Society for Ar-
menian Studies is pleased to announce
the establishment of “The Nina G.
Garsoian Graduate Research Grant for
Ancient and Early Mediaeval Armenian
History.” The grant of $500.00 will be
awarded on an annual basis to a gradu-
ate student in the field of Ancient and
Medieval Armenian History. The grant
is funded by Dr. Levon Avdoyan, who
recently retired as the Area Specialist
for Armenia and Georgia at the African
and Middle Eastern Division of the
Library of Congress. Dr. Avdoyan re-
ceived his Ph.D. from Columbia Uni-
versity in New York in ancient and
Armenian history under the supervi-
sion of Prof. Garsoian.

Dr. Avdoyan commented on the
importance of the grant saying: “Nina
Garsoian’s passion for the Ancient
and Early Mediaeval periods of Arme-
nian history and culture led not only to
many brilliant publications but also to
the preparation of an entire generation
of young Armenists. With her retire-
ment from the Chair at Columbia, the
study of the Armenian pre-Christian
past went into eclipse in the United
States, yielding to more modern stud-
ies. I intend, with this modest grant, to
support the research activities of those
young scholars who have rediscov-
ered or are in the process of rediscov-
ering the allure and intrigue of that past
to restore the balance that Garsoian’s
generation worked hard to establish.”

The Grant will constitute part of
the Society for Armenian Studies (SAS)
Graduate Research and Conference
Grant for M.A. and Ph.D. students
awarded on semi-annual basis.

“The Society for Armenian Stud-
ies highly appreciates Dr. Avdoyan’s

initiative of establishing the Nina G.
Garsoian Graduate Research Grant. |
hope other scholars and individuals
will follow in Dr. Avdoyan’s footsteps
and establish named grants to support
graduate and post-graduate members
of the Society. Students who pursue
graduate studies in the field of Arme-
nian Studies usually have limited ac-
cess to grants. One of the major objec-
tives of the Society for the coming
years is to the increase the size of
grants so it can help a larger pool of
applicants,” stated SAS President Prof.
Bedross Der Matossian

Nina G. Garsoian is a world re-
nowned Byzantanist and Armenologist
and author of multiple groundbreaking
books and articles. She was the dean
of the Princeton University Graduate
School and the first holder of the
Gevork M. Avedissian Chair in Arme-
nian History and Civilizationat Colum-
bia University. She retired in 1993 and
is currently Professor Emerita of Ar-
menian History and Civilization.
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AGBU Western District to Celebrate
150th Anniversary of Komitas
with Gurdjieff Ensemble Concert

GURDJIEFF ENSEMBLE

PASADENA 9/29
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PASADENA— OnSaturday, Sep-
tember 29, 2019, the AGBU Western
District will host a special concert
event featuring the Gurdjieff Ensemble
dedicated to the 150th anniversary of
Komitas. The Gurdjieff Ensemble’s
US Debut Tour with AGBU Perform-
ing Arts will commence in Chicago
followed by a show in New York. The
final show will be held in Los Angeles
at the AGBU Vatche and Tamar
Manoukian Performing Arts Center
(PAC) in Pasadena, CA.

The internationally acclaimed
Gurdjieff Ensemble was founded by
Levon Eskenian to play ethnographi-
cally authentic arrangements of the
G.I. Gurdjieff/Thomas de Hartmann
piano music. The Ensemble consists
of Armenia’s leading musicians play-
ing traditional instruments. Their de-
but album on the famous ECM records,
“Music of Georges.l. Gurdjieff”, was
widely acclaimed, and won prestigious
awards including the Edison Award in
the Netherlands. The Ensemble has
been touring the world with sold out
concerts at major festivals and con-
cert halls in Europe, Australia, the
Middle East, Russia and South America.
The Ensemble has performed in such
prestigious festivals and venues as the

Elbphilharmonie in Hamburg, the
Boulez Hall in Berlin, the Bozar Center
in Brussels, the Holland Festival, the
Morgenland Festival in Germany, the
Albert Hall in Canberra, the Imago Dei
Festival in Austria, the Gulbenkian Hall
in Lisbon and many others.

“We are thrilled to be hosting
such a unique concert in honor of
Komitas® 150th anniversary. The
Gurdjieff Ensemble has a very authen-
tic sound and brings traditional Arme-
nian music to a whole new level, which
we are excited to share with our com-
munity,” expressed AGBU Western
District Chair, Talin Yacoubian.

The concert, which is expected to
sell out, is the second show the AGBU
Western District has organized in 2019.
The first sold-out concert was hosted
back in January in honor of Arno
Babajanyan, which was a huge success.
The AGBU Western District has entered
a new era with its new state-of-the-art
Performing Arts Center making it pos-
sible to host and produce beautiful con-
certs and theatrical performances for
the community at large.

For concert tickets and more
information visit www.showclix.com/
event/agbuge or call the AGBU West-
ern District office at 626-794-7942.

PM Pashinyan

Continued frompage 1

tion,” he said in a speech. “Of course
this does not mean that our govern-
ment has renounced balancingand flex-
ibility. That is impossible and not pru-
dent.”

“But balancing without having a
clear position that corresponds to our
country’s national interests means put-
ting Armenia in a position of a sliver
that has fallen into a deluge,” he added.

“The goal of our foreign policy,
therefore, is to ensure the sovereignty
and security of the Republic of Arme-
nia, to consistently raise the level of
sovereignty and security, and to create
a more favorable external environment
for the security and prosperity of our
country and its citizens.” Pashinyan
said.

OPashinyan did not specify that
“position” or concrete forms which
his foreign policy changes have taken.

Pashinyan strongly criticized
some of Yerevan’s foreign policy

choices when he was in opposition to
the former Armenian government. In
particular, he denounced its decision
to join the Eurasian Economic Union
(EEU) and accused Russia of under-
mining Armenia’s national security.

However, Pashinyan ruled out
Armenia’s withdrawal from the EEU
and another Russian-led bloc, the Col-
lective Security Treaty Organization
(CSTO), as he swept to power during
the “Velvet Revolution” of April-May
2018. Meeting with Russian President
Vladimir Putin in June 2018, he said
that Russian-Armenian relations will
become even “more special” during
his rule.

Speaking at Tuesday’s meeting,
Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian
stressed that the Armenian revolution
was “free from geopolitical orienta-
tions.” “Armenia did not take foreign
policy steps changing the balance of
global forces and it set about basing its
relations with all [foreign] actors on
the principle of sovereignty,” he said.

Renowned Historian Hilmar Kaiser

Continued frompage 3

the record straight, and re-appropriat-
ing a piece of Armenian history during
the Genocide that has been lost,” he
revealed.

Dr. Kaiser pointed out that the
AMAA “is the most suitable host for
the September 6 talk, as it stands in the
tradition of the 1915-1918 humanitar-
ian resistance, and carries on the work
in our days which is most needed.”
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Vahe Atchabahian
2004 E. Washington Blvd. «+ Pasadena, CA 91104
Tel: 626-793-6220 - Cell: 626-354-5924

vamedia@yahoo.com * www.vaprintmedia.com
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AGBU PASADENA-GLENDALE PRESENTS

5th Annual
Armenian Fest

Youth Games & Parent Chill | 6:00 PM
Basketball Games | 6:00 PM

Food, Beer & Cocktails available at Bardez

Youth Games & Movie Night | 10:00 AM

Basketball & Volleyball Games
Taco Truck - Coffee - Shopping

Closing Ceremony & Comedy Night | 1:00 PM

Basketball Games - Closing Ceremony | 4:00 PM
Kebab Comedy Show Including
Maz Jobrani, Ara Basil & Michael Passion
For Comedy Show Tickets: www.showclix.com/event/kebabkomedy

All Athletes, Scouts, and Community Welcome
Events will be held Indoors & Outdoors | Dress Accordingly

A, G i @
ACBU @

AGBU Vatche & Tamar Manoukian Center
2495 E. Mountain St., Pasadena, CA 91104
Call 626-794-7942 for more info!

AGBU

HERAL BEMEVCUENT UNIDN
PlS.ﬁI}ENA GLENDALE

rebab fomedy

>

Michael Passion Ara Basil

I

Maz Jobrani

Tickets: showclix.com/event/kebabkomedy

Cost: $40, $50, 560.@
Sunday, September 8, 2019

Cocktail Hour 6:30 pm | Showtime 7:30 pm
AGBU Vatche & Tamar Manoukian Performing Arts Center
2495 E. Mountain St., Pasadena, CA 91104
PLEASE NOTE: This is an 18+ event




