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THE WESTERN DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH g
OF NORTH AMERICA 7/

“Yvartnots” Cultural Committee —
Under the auspices of 1lis Eminence Archbishop llovnan Derdetian, Primate

Invites you to

A CONCERT
Soprano Isabel Bayrakdarian & Friends: A
Musical Celebration of Gomidas @150
Dedicated to the 10th Anniversary of St. Leon Armenian Cathedral

Featuring works by Armenian composer, ethnomusicologist, researcher,
and conductor Gomidas Vartabed

ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2019 AT 6 PM

AT ST. LEON ARMENIAN CATHEDRAL
3325 N. GLENOAKS BLvVD., BURBANK, CA 91504

Featuring Grammy-nominated,
world-renowned soprano

ISABEL BAYRAKDARIAN with
guest musicians from UC Santa Barbara,

conducting the Fresno Coro Vox Aeterna

TickeTs: $35, $50, $100

¥
office al (818) 558-7474
Lena Simonian al (818) 383-132:
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Armenia Slams Erdogan and Aliyev for Their
Statements On Karabakh and Zangezur

[t 5

o

YEREVAN — Armenia on
Wednesday condemned Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s latest
pro-Azerbaijani statement on the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and
scoffed at his claims that the Turkish
state has never massacred civilians.

Speaking at a summit of Turkic
nations in Baku earlier this week,
Erdogan again decried Armenian “oc-
cupation” of Karabakh and other “an-
cient lands” of Azerbaijan. “We will
do our best to ensure the territorial
integrity of Azerbaijan,” he was re-
ported to say.

For his part, Azerbaijan’s Presi-
dent ITham Aliyev described Armenia’s
southeastern Syunik province, also
known as Zangezur, as “historically
Azerbaijani” territory. Aliyev claimed
at the summit that its “transfer to
Armenia had led to a geographic sepa-
ration of the Turkic world.”

The Armenian Foreign Ministry

condemned Aliyev’s “pan-Turkist” state-
ment as a further manifestation of
Azerbaijani territorial claims to Armenia.

“Azerbaijan’s and Turkey’s dis-
torted perceptions of and approaches
to regional security based on racism
and discrimination hinder peaceful reso-
lution of conflicts and contribute to
instability in and outside the region,”
the ministry spokeswoman, Anna
Naghdalyan, said in written comments.

“All this underlines the impor-
tance of our priority to ensure the
security of the Armenian people in the
region,” she added.

Turkey has lent full and uncondi-
tional support to Azerbaijan through-
out the Karabakh conflict. Successive
Turkish governments have made the
normalization of Turkey’s relations
with Armenia conditional ona Karabakh
settlement acceptable to Baku. Yerevan

Continued onpage 3

French-Armenian Nouvelles d’Arménie
Magazine Offices Vandalized

PARIS —Unidentified intruders
broke into the editorial office of the
French-Armenian magazine Nouvelles
d’Arménie an Sunday and took away
three computers and one camera.

“Computers, which in themselves
are not of particular material value,
contained materials for the next issue
of the magazine, as well as some sen-
sitive information (addresses, data,
interviews, etc.). The door to the edi-
torial office was also broken, ”said a
statement distributed by Nouvelles

-

d’ Arménie.

The Armenian Embassy in
France condemned the incident, as-
sessing it as a “violation of freedom
of speech.”

The French-language Nouvelles
d’Arménie actively covers issues re-
lated to the international recognition of
the Armenian Genocide, the settlement
of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, and
more recently, topics related to the
military operations of Turkey against
the Kurds in northern Syria.

Trump’s Advisers Gave Him Option
to Recognize Armenian Genocide
as Tactic to Pressure Turkey

WASHINGTON, DC — Donald
Trump’s advisers offered him several
options aimed at fulfilling his desire to
pull back U.S. troops in Syria without
allowing Turkey to commence its in-
cursion.

One tactic on the table was
“threatening” Turkey to recognize the
Armenian Genocide, a National Secu-
rity Council official told Newsweek
magazine.

As Newsweek reported
Wednesday, the president was pre-
sented by his top officials with a

number of plans to realize his desired
exit from war-torn Syria, where a
U.S.-led coalition largely defeated
the Islamic State militant group (ISIS)
with the help of the Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces, a Kurdish-led militia
that included separatist groups seen
as terrorists by NATO ally Turkey.
These tactics included economic and
political pressure moves, but Trump
opted instead for a hasty departure to
avoid an upcoming clash between
two forces the U.S. considered
friendly.

Bolton Hall Museum Welcomes
William Saroyan Square at Armenian Festival

TUJUNGA, CA — As a celebra-
tion of diversity and appreciation for
the growing Armenian American com-
munity of the Los Angeles suburb of
Sunland-Tujunga, the intersection ad-
jacent to the Bolton Hall Museum was
declared “William Saroyan Square,”
during the unveiling ceremony at the
annual Armenian Arts and Culture Fes-
tival on October 19th.

The motion for the square, spear-
headed by LA City District 7 Council-
woman Monica Rodriguez, was passed
unanimously by the city council with
an overwhelming support from the
community.

Councilwoman Rodriguez em-
phasized the importance of recogniz-
ing and honoring the vastly diverse and
vibrant district, stating that she is proud
to represent the hard working and
resilient Armenian American commu-
nity of Sunland-Tujunga.

“Today, I am proud to designate
the corner of Valmont and Commerce
Avenue for the rest of the world to
know as William Saroyan Square,”
said Councilwoman Rodriguez. “Let
us continue to celebrate the beauty and
diversity of our community.”

Present at the event were repre-
sentatives from the offices of Con-
gressman Adam Schiff, State Senator

WILLIAM SAROYAN |}
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Anthony Portantino and LA County
Supervisor Kathryn Barger. Several
community leaders and activists also
participated in the historic occasion
featuring traditional Armenian music,
food, dance and poetry performances.

“William Saroyan made count-
less contributions to American society
through his award winning novels and
plays which highlighted the trials and
tribulations of minorities living in the
United States,” said Sevak
Khatchadorian, Chairman of the Ar-

Continued on page 3
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WhatsApp Tax “Set Fire” to Lebanon

YEREVAN (24News) -- For sev-
eral days, civil clashes have been tak-
ing place in Lebanon, mainly due to the
country’s difficult economic situation.
According to media reports, two people
were killed as a result of the clashes.
24News was able to inquire about the
state of affairs in Lebanon and the
Armenian community by speaking with
Social Democratic Hunchakian Party
Central Committee member and Leba-
nese citizen Mr. Aleksan Keushkerian.

— Mr. Keushkerian, what is
the reason for the mass riots in
Lebanon?

All this is a consequence of long
accumulated problems. The Lebanese
government debt exceeds $110 billion,
the country’s budget for many years
has not been balanced, as a result of
which the country is in an economic
downfall. To overcome the crisis, the
country’s cabinet of ministers intro-
duced new and increased taxes. Most
interestingly, the tax on every first
message of WhatsApp messages of 20
cent. By law, the government has no
right to such an initiative, and the 20
cent tax sparked a wave of demonstra-
tions. In fact, this was the primary
motive, and over time the protests
became widespread because of the
distrust between Lebanese citizens and
the state. As a result, three days ago,
large-scale protests began, ensuing in
clashes and resulting in casualties. The
demonstrations are all over Lebanon.
They are mainly concentrated in Beirut
and in the central parts of the capital,
but there are also protests in all the
highways linking the country. Icansay
in my personal opinion that about half a
million people participated in one day.

— Who is leading this move-
ment?

The movement is mostly sponta-
neous. It is not the parties or political
forces that organize these demonstra-
tions. That is why in some places there
are clashes with law enforcement.
However, looking at Lebanon’s overall
current political picture, it can be said

that in a veiled way, the movement is
supported by the Lebanese Forces, the
Lebanese Socialists, the Lebanese So-
cialist Progressive Party and their al-
lies. However, to be fair, it must be
emphasized that the movement is spon-
taneous, and all ethnic and religious
communities are participating in it.

— What is the situation in the
Armenian-populated regions of
Lebanon?

The situation in the Armenian
regions is more restrained, but this
does not mean that Armenians are not
affected by the political situation in the
country. Yesterday, a protest demon-
stration took place on Armenia Av-
enue, which runs through the neigh-
borhoods of Nor Hadjin and Khalil
Badawi where Armenian youth blocked
the roads and expressed their solidar-
ity. In the other Armenian-populated
region, Burj Hammoud was more
peaceful, though the entrances and
exits were closed. There are no clashes
in our regions, clashes are limited and
are mainly centered at government
buildings in Beirut. I repeat, the main
issue is an economic one, associated
with an increase in taxes. The de-
mands of people are domestic and
social in nature; the protesters are not
interested in foreign policy issues. Yet,
the protests have caused life in Leba-
non to be paralyzed.

Armenian Law-Enforcement Authorities
Declare Appointment of Hrayr Tovmasyan
Constitutional Court Chairman Illegal

YEREVAN (RFE/RL)— Law-en-
forcement authorities challenged on
Tuesday the legality of Hrayr
Tovmasyan’s appointment in March
2018 as chairman of Armenia’s Consti-
tutional Courtafter bringing coup charges
against a former senior official.

The Special Investigative Ser-
vice (SIS) said that the former Arme-
nian parliament elected Tovmasyan
court chairman as a result of a “usur-
pation of power” by a “group of offi-
cials.” It claimed that they broke laws
to install him just before the entry into
force in April 2018 of sweeping con-
stitutional amendments.

The amendments introduced a
six-year term in office for the head of
Armenia’s highest court. Tovmasyan
was picked to run the court under the
previous constitution which allows him
to hold the post until the age of 70. He
was elected shortly after the resigna-
tion of the court’s previous, long-
serving chairman, Gagik Harutiunyan.

In a statement, the SIS claimed
that the then deputy chief of the parlia-
ment staff, Arsen Babayan, illegally back-
dated Harutiunyan’s letter of resignation
in order to make sure that all legal dead-
lines for Tovmasyan’s swift election are
met. It said that Babayan, who was
arrested on Monday, has been charged
with forgery and seizure of power. The
former official strongly denies the accu-
sations, according to his lawyers.

The statement also said that the
SIS investigators suspect former parlia-
ment speaker Ara Babloyan of involve-
ment in the alleged coup. Babloyan was
interrogated by them earlier in the day.

The SIS stopped short of indict-
ing Tovmasyan, who has been under
growing government pressure to step
down. It launched the coup probe on
October 17 two days after seven of the
eight other members of the Constitu-
tional Court rejected the government-
controlled parliament’s demands to
replace their chairman.

Human Rights Council
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NEW YORK -- Armenia was
elected to the UN Human Rights Coun-
cil for the term of 2020-2022, during
an election held on Thursday October
17 at the General Assembly.

Armenia was among three coun-
tries who presented their candidacies
for the two vacant seats allocated to
the Group of Eastern European Coun-
tries (along with Poland and Moldova).

Following the secret ballot Ar-
menia was elected in the first round of
voting by receiving 144 votes (Poland
- 124 votes, Moldova - 103 votes). The
required majority for being elected was
97 votes.

Armenia’s election to the Human
Rights Council, by a significant majority
of votes, is a strong testimony to the
recognition by the international commu-
nity of its democratic transformation
and substantial progress in terms of
protection and promotion of human rights

HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 2020-2022
Elections on 17 October 2019

ARMENIA
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and fundamental freedoms.

Armenia was elected to the Hu-
man Rights Council for the first time.
In course of its membership Armenia
will focus on delivering its pledges and
commitments, in particular by address-
ing the issues of prevention of geno-
cide and mass atrocities, countering
hate crimes targeting ethnic and reli-
gious groups, protecting the rights of
women and youth, building peaceful
and inclusive societies.

The UN Human Rights Council
was established in 2016 as an inter-
governmental subsidiary body of the
General Assembly, made up of 47 UN
member states. It is responsible for
strengthening the promotion and pro-
tection of human rights around the
world, addressing human rights viola-
tions and making recommendations on
them. Its headquarters is located in
Geneva.

Turkey Bans Scientific Conference
on Kayseri and the Region

Qwyubphp

ISTANBUL — The conference
on “Social, Cultural and Economic
History of Kayseri and the Region”,
to take place at the Hrant Dink
Foundation’s Havak Hall on October
18-19, has been banned!

As has been closely followed
by the public, the conference had
been initially planned to take place in
Kayseri, yet was banned due to the
interference of the Kayseri Gover-
norship. Upon this development, the
Board of the Directors of our Foun-
dation decided to hold the confer-
ence in Istanbul.

At a time when all the prepara-
tions have been made, all speakers
from Turkey and all around the world

have already arrived in Istanbul for
the conference to take place tomor-
row; today on October 17th, Thurs-
day at 17:08, an official notice of
ban was given by the Sisli District
Governorship to the Foundation,
which does not mention any justifi-
cation for the ban decision.

We regret to announce that
the conference on “Social, Cul-
tural and Economic History of
Kayseri and the Region”, which
was supposed to take place in light
of the valuable scientific contribu-
tions by numerous scholars from
Turkey and abroad, has been
banned.

Hrant Dink Foundation
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CBS Airs Azeri Propaganda

Massis Post has learned of an
episode of ‘SEAL Team’ airing tonight
on CBS centered around the conflict
between Armenian forces in the
Nagorno-Karabakh region and the dic-
tatorship of Azerbaijan. We are cur-
rently seeking a response from CBS and
their communication team on how such
blatant propaganda from Azerbaijan can
be shared across a wide audience.

The episode description reads as
such, “Bravo Team is on a mission in
Azerbaijan to help retake a power plant
in order to avoid political instability in
the area, on SEAL TEAM, Wednes-
day, Oct. 16 (9:00-10:00 PM, ET/PT)
on the CBS Television Network.”

Azerbaijan was responsible for a
four-day war back in April of 2016
leading to the death of over 100 Arme-
nian forces.

CBS’s portrayal of the Azeri re-
gime as a democratic U.S. ally is not
only factually incorrect, it sets a nega-
tive precedent and creates a path for
other dictatorships to spew their pro-
paganda through the American media.

In addition to creating a false
narrative of the Azeri dictatorship as
“the only US ally,” the episode por-
trays Armenia, a democratic, peaceful
ally of the U.S. as the “enemy” when in
fact, Azerbaijan’s dictatorship is guilty
of committing ethnic cleansing against

minorities, including Armenians.

Although the show is based on
fictitious characters and a fictitious
story line, it creates a dangerous stage
for an already hostile situation be-
tween the two nations which have
been at war for over two decades,
endangering the lives of innocent Ar-
menian civilians living in Artsakh
(Nagorno Karabakh), an area where
Azerbaijan has repeatedly violated
ceasefire agreements and refuses to
engage in peace negotiations with Ar-
menia and Artsakh.

Armenia is a long-time ally and
partner with the U.S. government. In
the entire history of the Republic, there
has never been a time where the two
governments had been adversaries, as
it is being falsely depicted in the epi-
sode.

MassisPost vehemently con-
demns the writer’s of the show for
crafting a storyline fueled with false
Azeripropaganda and the executives at
CBS for allowing this episode, advanc-
ing Azerbaijan’s reckless agenda, to be
broadcast tonight.

The Armenian Council of America
(ACA) expressed it’s opposition to
CBS airing the episode on Twitter un-
derscoring the countless atrocities
commited against Armenians by
Aliyev’s dictatorial regime.

Armenia Slams Erdogan and Aliyev

Continued frompage 1

rejects these preconditions.

Naghdalyan also shrugged off
Erdogan’s separate claims that “Tur-
key has never committed any civilian
massacre in its history.” “After
Turkey’s president tried to justify in
his statement on April 24 the [1915]
genocide of the Armenian people per-
petrated in their historical homeland,
any further statements by him on this
subject do not deserve a response,”
she said.

Erdogan was responding to
growing international criticism of
Turkey’s military incursion into north-
ern Syria and resulting human rights
abuses reported by international me-
dia. “If you’re looking for civilian
massacres, look at Afghanistan,
Myanmar, Nagorno-Karabakh and
Bosnia,” he said earlier on Wednesday.

The Armenian government has
strongly condemned the Turkish inva-
sion and expressed serious concern
over the safety of Syrian Armenians
and other civilians affected by it.

Bolton Hall Museum Welcomes
William Saroyan Square

Continued frompage 1

menian Council of America. “Honor-
ing this prolific writer is especially
important given the dire circumstances
that immigrants are now facing in our
current political climate. Saroyan is a
source of hope and he exemplifies
heroism and courage in the face of
bigotry and intolerance,” he added.
Los Angeles Police Department
Chief Michael Moore congratulated
the community and expressed his soli-

darity while Armenian Assembly West-
ern Region Chair Mihran Toumajan
spoke about the adversities Saroyan
faced as the son of Armenian immi-
grants and how he overcame those
obstacles to become a Pulitzer-win-
ning author.

The plaques read: “William
Saroyan Square. Award-winning Ar-
menian-American novelist whose writ-
ings celebrate the richness of the im-
migrant experience and speak to the
heart and soul of the human story.”
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Yazidi Activist Mirza Dinnayi

YEREVAN — The fourth annual
Aurora Prize for Awakening Human-
ity was awarded today to Mirza
Dinnayi, Co-Founder and Director of
Luftbriicke Irak (Air Bridge Iraq).
Driven by his passion to save lives,
the Yazidi activist has found a way to
overcome numerous bureaucratic and
logistic obstacles to help the most
vulnerable members of the Yazidi com-
munity during numerous conflicts in
Syria and Iraq. He was named the
2019 Aurora Laureate at the Ceremony
in Yerevan that was held during the
Aurora Forum. The Aurora Prize is
granted by the Aurora Humanitarian
Initiative on behalf of the survivors of
the Armenian Genocide and in grati-
tude to their saviors.

Tom Catena, Aurora Humanitar-
ian Initiative Chair and 2017 Aurora
Prize Laureate, praised the 2019 Au-
rora Prize Laureate Mirza Dinnayi by
saying: “What makes Mirza Dinnayi
an outstanding human being is the
fact he couldn’t live in good con-
science knowing that good people are
left behind, that the innocent are suf-
fering. Trying to help others while
facing an unspeakable evil can be
challenging and frustrating, but he
never wavered. [ am delighted to con-
gratulate Mirza Dinnayi with being
awarded with the Prize and welcome
him to the Aurora family.”

As the 2019 Aurora Prize Laure-
ate, Mirza Dinnayi will receive a
$1,000,000 grant, through which he is
given the opportunity to continue the
cycle of giving by supporting organi-
zations that have inspired his work. He
has chosen to donate the funds to three
organizations that provide medical care
and rehabilitation to victims of ISIS
terror:

Air Bridge Iraq;

SEED Foundation;

Shai Fund.

Vartan Gregorian, Co-Founder
of the Aurora Prize and Member of the
Selection Committee, added: “The
Aurora Humanitarian Initiative empow-
ers those who risk everything for the
sake of others and show extraordinary
courage and conviction in situations of
adversity, and Mirza Dinnayi is a per-
fect example of that. He embodies the
power of compassion, of personal
commitment, of a burning desire to
save lives. As one of the Aurora Co-
Founders and a member of the Selec-
tion Committee, I am very proud that
our shared vision has helped showcase

the work of Mirza Dinnayi, who now,
without doubt, will be able to achieve
even more.”

Working on behalf of the Yazidi
community, Mirza Dinnayi has dedi-
cated his whole life to saving the vic-
tims of the Iraq war, evacuating women
and children from territories controlled
by ISIS and providing those tortured
and violated with rehabilitation and
support. It was Dinnayi who brought
to Germany the future Sakharov Prize
Laureate Lamya Haji Bashar. Today,
she is a renowned human rights activ-
ist and has one of Aurora’s scholar-
ships named after her.

Leading international humanitar-
ian figures and Aurora Prize Selection
Committee members, including Nobel
Laureates Shirin Ebadi and Leymah
Gbowee; former president of Ireland
Mary Robinson; former foreign minis-
ter of Australia and President Emeritus
of'the International Crisis Group Gareth
Evans; former president of Mexico
Ernesto Zedillo and Director of the
Institute of Global Health Innovation at
Imperial College London and Chair of
the Aurora Prize Selection Committee
Lord Ara Darzi gathered in Armenia to
attend the inaugural Aurora Forum and
celebrate the 2019 Aurora Prize Laure-
ate.

Previous Aurora Prize Laureates
include several noted international hu-
manitarians — Burundian activist Mar-
guerite Barankitse (2016), American
physician and missionary Dr. Tom
Catena (2017) and Rohingya lawyer
and human rights campaigner Kyaw
Hla Aung (2018).

The Aurora Humanitarian Initia-
tive also honored the contributions of
the other two 2019 Aurora Humani-
tarians who received a $50,000 grant
each: Zannah Bukar Mustapha, Direc-
tor and Founder of Future Prowess
Islamic Foundation in Nigeria, and
Huda Al-Sarari, Yemeni lawyer and
activist.

The 2019 Aurora Prize Cer-
emony was part of the Aurora Fo-
rum, held in Armenia on October 14—
21,2019 and convening thought lead-
ers and change-makers from across
the world to share knowledge, per-
spective and ideas, which together
can deliver practical action and
change. The Forum far-reaching
agenda is driven by partner institu-
tions with a shared commitment to
address global challenges and local
development.
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LA Native to Represent Armenia at
International Fencing Tournament

LOS ANGELES -- As the only
athlete representing Armenia, 29 year
old Alex Azizian will face 75 fencers
representing over 20 nations at the
Golden Foil in Zagreb, Croatia on Oc-
tober 19.

“] want to inspire others and be
an example, especially as a Diaspora
Armenian,” said Azizian. “Even though
[as Diasporans] we grew up in other
nations, we can still represent our true
homeland. [ will fence for Armenia and
express humility and strength through-
out competitions,” he added.

Azizian has been fencing for nine
years and has had victories in Armenia,
Georgia and the U.S. The grant pro-
vided by Birthright Armenia, the orga-
nization which Azizian volunteered for
when he first moved to Armenia in
2012, is sponsoring the U.S. born
athlete originally from Los Angeles.

“Thanks to Birthright Armenia, I
was able to visit Armenia, volunteer

for an organization, learn the Arme-
nian language and live with a host
family. Now I want to give back to my
country and represent Armenia on the
world stage of fencing. I can confi-
dently say I am an ambassador to the
program and the Armenian people,”
Azizian added.

Ani Hovannisian’s New Documentary
The Hidden Map Slated for
2019 Arpa and Pomegranate Film Festivals

LOS ANGELES — Arpa (Los
Angeles) and Pomegranate (Toronto)
Film Festivals have slated Ani
Hovannisian’s new documentary The
Hidden Map for their 2019 festivals in
November. Prior to any public screen-
ings, The Hidden Map has been recog-
nized with an ImpactDOCS award in
an esteemed international documen-
tary film competition.

A broadcast journalist by educa-
tion and training, Hovannisian directed
and produced numerous true human-
interest stories for television and other
international audiences before setting
out to make her first film. The Hidden
Map was conceived when Ani, travel-
ing through historic Western Armenia
with her father historian Richard G.
Hovannisian and a small group led by
Armen Aroyan, had a chance encoun-
ter with an enigmatic Scottish ex-
plorer, Steven Sim. Camera always in
hand, Ani began following the steps of
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Steven Sim and Ani Hovannisian
inside Khoulavank

the solitary explorer and learned that
he had been documenting the relics of
the lost Armenian past for 30 years.
Though he had always traveled alone,
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ANI HOVANNISIAN

almost invisibly, Sim agreed to set out
together.

The Armenian and Scotsman trek
through the layered landscape, digging
beneath the surface of modern-day
Turkey to uncover the crumbled rem-
nants and buried stories of the forbid-
den past. He is consumed with finding
and giving voice to the ruins before
they disappear entirely. She is deter-
mined to come face to face with the
ominous past, lifting long-silenced sto-
ries out of oblivion and people out of
shadows as she reaches for home.
Together, they reveal The Hidden Map.

Active in the American-Arme-
nian community since her youth, Ani
Hovannisian Kevorkian was an anchor
and reporter at TeleNayiri and Horizon
Armenian Television in Los Angeles
for more than a decade. She has trav-
eled to present-day Armenia since child-
hood, and seven years ago, rooted in the
stories of her genocide-survivor grand-
parents and their entire generation, and
shaped by the lifelong dedication of her
own parents, Ani embarked on the first
of several journeys into the historic Ar-
menian homeland, where she continues
to document living history through the
stories of the land and the people.
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NAASR Will Host Grand Opening of New
World Headquarters

BELMONT, MA -- On Friday,
November 1, 2019, the National Asso-
ciation for Armenian Studies and Re-
search will host the Grand Opening and
Ribbon Cutting of its spectacular, new,
state-of-the-art global headquarters,
named after Vartan Gregorian, President
of the philanthropic foundation Carnegie
Corporation of New York. The new
building’s official name will be the
NAASR Vartan Gregorian Building, ful-
filling the request of the building’s prin-
cipal benefactors, Edward and Pamela
Avedisian of Lexington, MA.

The public is invited to attend the
ceremony from 4 to 7 pm, at 395
Concord Avenue, Belmont, MA. This
historic event is the result of a national
campaign to build a prosperous future
for Armenian Studies and will cel-
ebrate NAASR’s 65 years of achieve-
ment and mark a new era as NAASR
looks toward the future and welcomes
the next generation.

Featured at the Grand Opening
will be the unveiling of a site-specific
sculpture that was donated by world-
renowned Armenian-American artist,
Michael Aram. His sculpture is an
interpretation of a traditional Armenian
symbol of eternity, or “Arevakhatch.”

Vartan Gregorian will be present
along with the Avedisians, and David
Ignatius, Washington Post columnist
and novelist, who will be the master of
ceremonies for the NAASR Gala the
following evening on November 2,
which is already sold out.

Also featured at the Grand Open-
ing will be Ara Krafian, CEO of
Symmes, Maini & McKee Associates
of Cambridge, the architectural, de-
sign and engineering firm for the
project; as well as Janet Ceddia, Presi-
dent of Altair Construction of Newton,
the general contractor.

“We invite everyone to attend
our Grand Opening,” said NAASR
Chairman of the Board Yervant
Chekijian, who will serve as master of
ceremonies at the opening, which will

also include a blessing of the building
from local clergy. Many other local
and national people of note will be in
attendance, and Governor Baker has
been invited to speak.

“We are sincerely grateful to all
of the extremely generous and talented
people who made our vision a reality.
This building is NAASR’s gift to fu-
ture generations,” said Chekijian.

The ribbon cutting will be fol-
lowed by tours of the building through
many of its public spaces, as well as
NAASR’srare book Mardigian Library,
one of the top five Armenian libraries
open to the public in the diaspora, with
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rare periodicals dating to the 1800s, as
well as the unique personal archives of
prominent scholars, early Armenian-
Americans, and religious leaders.
The Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts has given full support with a
capital grant from the Massachusetts
Cultural Council’s Cultural Facilities
Fund and MassDevelopment of
$225,000 awarded in 2017, for instal-
lation of an elevator, other accessibil-
ity features, and fire suppression.
Founded in 1955, NAASR is a
world leader advancing Armenian
Studies, connecting scholars of Arme-
nian Studies with the public, and build-
ing community worldwide. To date,
NAASR has financial commitments
for $6.2 million of the $7 million project.
To learn more about NAASR, contact
Sarah Ignatius, Executive Director, at
hq@naasr.org or call 617-489-1610.

The Hidden Map will be featured
at the Arpa Film Festival at the historic
American Legion theater in Hollywood
on Saturday, November 9, 2019 at
3:15 p.m.

Hovannisian’s film will be shown
at the Pomegranate Film Festival in
Toronto on Sunday, November 17,
2019 at 1:00 p.m. followed by a dis-
cussion with the filmmaker.
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Date: November 8 - 10, 2019

G wib hG:
Diocese-h (AACCWD):
Van Nuys, CA 91406:

www.aaccwd.com Juwjpp:

SAVETHE DATE

AACCWD Sacred Music Convention & Assembly
Workshops, classes, and more!
Please visit www.aaccwd.com for tickets & full details!

Location: Saint Peter Armenian Apostolic Church
17231 Sherman Way Van Nuys, CA 91406
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