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PM Nikol Pashinyan: President of Azerbaijan Cannot Speak to Us in

the Language of Threat

We have advised the President
of Azerbaijan not to speak to us in the
language of threat, this will lead no-
where, Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan said in an interview with
Russian RBC.

He believes this will lead no-
where. However, Pashinyan stated
that, Azerbaijani President Ilham
Aliyev has always adhered to the po-
sition that “Azerbaijan has a powerful
army and is able to solve the Nagorno
Karabakh conflict within 24 hours if
necessary.”

“They have been building this
myth over the past 15 years. And they

are nervous about the recent develop-
ments, because this myth was de-
stroyed. This happened because the
Armed Forces of Armenia gave a re-
buff that no one would expect. Many
did not expect that, even inside Arme-
nia,” the Prime Minister said.

“The reforms of the past two
years implemented in Armenia, in gen-
eral, and in the Armed Forces, in par-
ticular, turned very effective,”
Pashinyan added.

The Prime Minister added that the
possibility of large-scale war could not
be ruled out, as there were countries
inciting tension. “This is first of all

Amendment in Support of Demining in
Artsakh Passes the House

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Today,
the Armenian Council of America
(ACA) welcomed the inclusion of the
Speier-Cox-Krishnamoorthi amend-
ment regarding demining assistance
to Nagorno Karabakh (Artsakh) as
part of H.R.7608 — Department of
State, Foreign Operations, and Re-
lated Programs Appropriations Act,
2021 in the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives.

The bipartisan amendment, co-
sponsored by Representatives Gus
Bilirakis (R-FL), Devin Nunes (R-
CA), Brad Sherman (D-CA), Susie
Lee (D-NV), Gil Cisneros (D-CA),
John Garamendi (D-CA), Linda
Sanchez (D-CA), Andy Levin (D-MI),
Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC), Jim
Langevin (D-RI), Tony Cardenas (D-
CA), Anna Eshoo (D-CA), Adam Schiff
(D-CA), Brad Schneider (D-IL),
Grace Napolitano (D-CA), Judy Chu
(D-CA), Carolyn Maloney (D-NY),
Zoe Lofgren (D-CA), Jim Costa (D-
CA), Jan Schakowsky (D-IL), Dave
Cicilline (D-RI), Rashida Tlaib (D-
MI), Ruben Gallego (D-AZ), Josh
Gottheimer (D-NJ), Ilhan Omar (D-
MN), Harley Rouda (D-CA), Juan
Vargas (D-CA), Paul Tonko (D-NY),
Max Rose (D-NY), Ted Deutch (D-
FL), Jimmy Gomez (D-CA), Danny

j&'; '. ' ! L i,

K. Davis (D-IL), and Dina Titus (D-
NV), shifts $1.4 million to the USAID
demining program in Nagorno
Karabakh. It passed the House as part
of an en bloc package of amendments
by a vote of 223-194.

“We applaud Reps. Speier, Cox,
Krishnamoorthi, Bilirakis and all the
cosponsors of this important, biparti-
san amendment that helps strengthen
America’s role as a force for good in
the world. We will continue working
with our friends in Congress to ensure
thatthis vital, life-saving aid for Nagorno
Karabakh is included in the final report
this year and so that it serves as a
precedent for the future until all of the
old mine fields are cleared.” stated
ACA Washington D.C. Representative
Taniel Koushakjian.

Turkey, which is inflaming the con-
flict. It has both current interests and
historical reasons for this.”

“Turkey has not refused from
the policy of the genocide of Arme-
nians. Turkey’s President not only
refuses to acknowledge the fact of the
1915 Armenian Genocide in the Otto-
man Empire, but also justifies it. There
is another factor. Just like the early
20th century, Turkey has a dream to
control the South Caucasus. For the
past 30 years, after the collapse of the
USSR, they have been working con-
sistently to fulfill this dream,” Nikol
Pashinyan stated.

Pashinyan praised Russia’s “ab-
solutely constructive” role in interna-
tional efforts to resolve the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict. In that context, he
implicitly urged Moscow to counter
Turkey’s efforts to fan Armenian-
Azerbaijani tensions and eventually
“take control of the Caucasus.”

“If that becomes a reality, I think
it is first and foremost clear to the
Russians what geopolitical conse-
quences that would have,” he said.

“Russia cannot stay away from
these events [in the conflict zone]
because at stake are vital interests of
not only Armenia but also the Russian
Federation,” added the Armenian
leader.

The Prime Minister noted that
the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs
played animportant stabilizing role. He
added that the actions taken by the
Kremlin, the involvement of the Rus-
sian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
the General Staff of the Armed Forces
played a key role in ensuring relative
peace.

Putin, Erdogan
Discuss
Armenian-Azeri

Tensions

MOSCOW — Russian President
Vladimir Putin warned against attempts
to further heighten tensions in the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict zone when
he spoke with his Turkish counterpart
Recep Tayyip Erdogan by telephone
on Monday.

The two men discussed the re-
cent deadly clashes on the border be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan during
the phone conversation which the
Kremlin said took place “at the initia-
tive of the Turkish side.”

“Vladimir Putin stressed the im-
portance of preventing any steps that
could cause an escalation in tensions,”
the Kremlin reported in a statement.

“Both presidents spoke in favor
ofresolving the conflict through peace-
ful means, through talks.They ex-
pressed their readiness to coordinate
efforts to stabilize the region,” it said.

Erdogan’s office also said the two
leaders talked about the “Armenia-
Azerbaijan tension” but gave no details.

Turkey has blamed Armenia for
the hostilities on the Armenian-
Azerbaijani border which broke out on
July 12. It has pledged to continue to
strongly support Azerbaijan in the
Karabakh conflict, including with mili-
tary assistance. In response, Armenia
has branded Turkey a “security threat
to Armenia and the region.”

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov urged Ankara to exercise re-
straint in its reaction to the Armenian-
Azerbaijani skirmishes in a July 23
phone call with his Turkish counter-
part Mevlut Cavusoglu.

Armenian Military to Closely Monitor
Turkish-Azeri Drills

YEREVAN— The Armenian mili-
tary said on Tuesday that it will closely
watch joint Turkish-Azerbaijani war
games that will start on Wednesday
two weeks after deadly fighting on
Armenia’s border with Azerbaijan.

“Armenia’s Defense Ministry and
Armed Forces will be very attentively

monitoring the course of and trends in
joint Azerbaijani-Turkish military ex-
ercises scheduled for July 29 to Au-
gust 10,” the ministry spokeswoman,
Shushan Stepanyan, told RFE/RL’s
Armenian service.

Continued onpage 4
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Armenian, Russian Troops Train
for Drone Warfare

Serbia Confirms Suppling Weapons
to Armenia

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Arme-
nian and Russian troops are practicing
how to deal with enemy military drones
during a joint air-defense exercise that
began in Armenia on Thursday.

According to the Armenian De-
fense Ministry, the command-and-
staff exercise involves the command-
ers of a Russian-Armenian air-de-
fense system and the Armenian
army’s separate anti-aircraft units as
well as air force officers from the
two states.

“During the exercise they will
develop new ways of fighting against
UAVs (unmanned aerial vehicles)
for the purpose of improving the
counter-drone system,” the minis-
try said in a statement. They are
simulating various “scenarios” of
drone warfare, it said.

The joint air-defense system was
set up in the late 1990s and upgraded
by a Russian-Armenian treaty signed
in 2015. It includes elements of a
Russian military base stationed in Ar-
menia.

The Defense Ministry statement
also said that participants of the drill
are looking into last week’s deadly

clashes on Armenia’s border with
Azerbaijan during which both sides
used reconnaissance and attack drones.
“The Armenian side is analyzing the
enemy’s tactics and actions of its air-
defense detachments,” it added.

The Armenian military claims to
have shot down or intercepted 13
Azerbaijani drones during the hostili-
ties that broke out at a border section
on July 12 and left at least 17 soldiers
from both sides dead. It demonstrated
on Tuesday what it described as frag-
ments of some of those Israeli-made
UAVs.

A military spokesman, Artsrun
Hovannisian, publicized on Friday a
photograph of two Armenian officers
standing next to a SkyStriker “suicide”
drone manufactured by the Israeli com-
pany Elbit Systems. Hovannisian said
earlier that the largely intact drone was
brought down by an Armenian elec-
tronic warfare system.

The Armenian military also says
that it used for the first time domesti-
cally manufactured attack drones dur-
ing last week’s hostilities. It claims
that they destroyed at least one
Azerbaijani tank.

Armenian Soldier Killed by an Azerbaijani
Sniper Near Tavush Region

YEREVAN — After a lull that
lasted for several days on the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani border, an Armenian
soldier, Ashot Gevorkovich Mikaelyan
was killed by an Azerbaijani sniper last
night .

The Armenian Ministry of De-
fense reports that the incident was
registered at the combat position of one
of the military units deployed in the
northeastern direction, which, in fact,
is the Tavush direction, which became
the center of hostilities two weeks ago.

Fierce fighting at the volatile bor-
der section broke out on July 12, after
Azerbaijani infiltration attempt trying
to seize Armenian front line positions
in the mountainous area. At least 12
Azerbaijani soldiers, including a gen-

eral, and four Armenian servicemen
died before the clashes involving artil-
lery fire and drone attacks largely
stopped on July 16.

25 Arrested After Armenian-Azeri
Violence In Moscow

MOSCOW -- Police in Moscow
made at least 25 arrests on Friday
following overnight violent attacks
involving local Armenians and
Azerbaijanis as a result of last week’s
deadly fighting on the Armenian-
Azerbaijani border.

The violence erupted late on
Thursday, with various groups of men
reportedly attacking other people and
businesses on ethnic grounds.

An amateur video posted on the
Internet showed a group of Azerbaijanis
allegedly vandalize a car with Arme-

BELEGRAD -- Serbia’s govern-
ment on Wednesday acknowledged
that Serbian defense companies have
supplied weapons to Armenia. Deputy
prime minister Rasim Ljajic said the
weapons were sent to Armenia earlier
this year.

"] can't say the name of the
company. Two shipments of guns and
rifles were made in May and June. Its
value is less than a million euros [$1.1
million]." said Ljajic.

"National companies were not
included in the submission," he said.

Ljajic pointed out that there are
no sanctions imposed on Armenia by
international institutions. "It is ex-
tremely difficult to reject the request
unless there is an official sanction," he
said.

A government-linked Azerbaijani
news website, Haqqin.az, claimed on
July 19 that Serbian-made mortars as
well as ammunition for them were
delivered to Armenia via Georgia.

Serbia’s ambassador in Baku,
Danica Veinovic, was summoned to
the Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry in

connection with the report. Deputy
Foreign Minister Khalaf Khalafov was
reported to tell her that the alleged
arms supplies called into question
Azerbaijan’s “friendly relations” with
the Balkan state.

In a statement by the Azerbaijani
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Deputy
Foreign Minister Halef Halefov said
Azerbaijan had reliable and verified
information that a large amount of
ammunition consisting of mortar and
various caliber shells was sent from
Serbia to Armenia and Azerbaijan ex-
pected an explanation from Serbia.

Meanwhile, Georgia’s Foreign
Ministry denied the alleged transit of
Armenia-bound weapons through
Georgian territory. It denounced the
Haqqin.az claim as “disinformation”
aimed at undermining “Georgian-
Azerbaijani strategic partnership.”

Azerbaijan itself has purchased
billions of dollars worth of heavy weap-
ons from Russia, Israel, Turkey and
other countries over the past decade in
a bid to gain a military superiority over
Armenia.

Official Car of the Armenian Embassy
in Germany Set on Fire

BERLIN -- An official car of the
Embassy of the Republic of Armenia
in Germany was set on fire shortly
after midnight on July 23, the Em-
bassy said in a statement.

“The German Federal Foreign

Office, the Berlin Police and respective
police agencies have been officially
notified about the incident. At the mo-
ment the police and experts conduct
investigation, observing the possibility
of arson”, the statement said.

nianlicense plates and beating its driver.
In another video, a group of people
beat up an allegedly elderly Armenian
man.

A Russian-Armenian activist,
David Tonoyan, reported at least five

attacks on Armenians which he said
mostly occurred in Moscow’s south-
ern suburbs. One Armenian was
stabbed and hospitalized as a result, he
said, adding that the Russian police
beefed up security in those areas.
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Lebanese MPs Propose April 24
be Designated a National Day to
Commemorate Genocides

BEIRUT — Today, a number of
members of the Lebanese Parliament
from various parties signed a joint
resolution authored by Samy Gemayel,
Member of Parliament and President
ofthe Kataeb Party, calling for legisla-
tion that declares April 24 a national
day commemorating the arrests, at-
tempted extermination, and forced
deportations by the Ottoman Empire
of Armenians, Syriacs, Assyrians and
other minorities during and after the
first world war.

The resolution also stipulates that
all schools, institutions, and universi-
ties devote the first session of the 23rd
of April to the historical events that
took place in 1915 to educate students
about the dangers of racism, discrimi-
nation of all kinds and the importance
of safeguarding human rights.

In addition, the resolution states
that the Armenians, Syriacs, Assyrians
and other minorities affected by the
Ottoman Empire’s genocidal policy,
who fled to Lebanon for refuge, con-
stitute an essential component of the
Lebanese people and are an integral
section of Lebanese society. The events
of 1915 coincided with the great fam-
ine that struck Mount Lebanon be-
tween the years of 1915-1918, in which
one-third of the country’s population
at that time (between 120,000 and
200,000 people) perished.

The legislation, coordinated with
the S.D. Hunchakian Party, was initi-
ated by Araz Bedros, a Lebanese-Ar-
menian political activist and op-ed col-
umnist, who worked closely with

Gemayel and the Kataeb Party in draft-
ing the proposed law.

“With persistence and determi-
nation, we can reach our goals,” said
Bedros. “As a descendent of the Arme-
nian Genocide, I feel like all Genocides
are mine to commemorate. After all,
keeping silence is a crime and an en-
couragement for new massacres. It is
time for future generation to be edu-
cated about the dark Ottoman era. We
shouldn’t have to explain what a geno-
cide is and the way Armenians were
tortured and deported. These crimes
should be taught in schools, to culti-
vate a future generation against all
genocides and humanity who would
never tolerate another massacre. I am
hopeful that the Lebanese parliament
and Armenian MP’s continue what we
started and rush the bill to a vote,” she
added.

The Lebanese Parliament recog-
nized the Armenian Genocide in May
2000.

Three Timely Grants of the Society for
Armenian Studies Are Underway

Despite the impact of the ongo-
ing pandemic, the Society for Arme-
nian Studies (SAS) has worked hard to
expand its efforts to foster Armenian
Studies through different initiatives.
Three existing and new competitive
grants have been announced, with
deadlines scheduled for September.
The first two are open to students who
are current members of the SAS.

The Fall 2020 edition of the SAS
Graduate Research and Conference
Grants for M.A. and Ph.D. students is
underway. The amount of grants will
be up to $1,000 per applicant and the
deadline is September 15, 2020.

Due to the current restrictions on
travel, applicants should also specify
analternative planifthey request fund-
ing for travel. Funding will also be
available for research-related expenses
(archival and library materials, et
cetera).

These grants have been made
possible by the institutional support of
twelve Armenian Studies chairs, pro-
grams, centers, and libraries in the
United States and abroad.

The Nina G. Garsoian Graduate
Research Grant for Ancient and Early
Medieval Armenian History for M. A.
and Ph.D. students has been recently
launched. This grant of up to $1,000
will be awarded on an annual basis to
a graduate student in the field. The
deadline for this year grant is also on

September 15, 2020.

Nina G. Garsoian is a world re-
nowned Byzantinist and Armenologist
who was the dean of the Princeton
University Graduate School and the
first holder of the Gevork M.
Avedissian Chair in Armenian History
and Civilization at Columbia Univer-
sity. The grant is funded by Dr. Levon
Avdoyan, who recently retired as the
Area Specialist for Armenia and Geor-
gia at the African and Middle Eastern
Division of the Library of Congress.
Dr. Avdoyan received his Ph.D. from
Columbia University in New York in
ancient and Armenian history under
the supervision of Prof. Garsoian.

The third grant addresses gradu-
ate students and post-graduate schol-
ars, both SAS and non-SAS members.
It is designed to support scholarship in
the field of Armenian Studies that fo-
cuses on racial matters with the inten-
tion to encourage filling the gap of
research on race. Two grants of up to
$500 per applicant will be awarded.
The deadline is September 30, 2020.

The SAS welcomes proposals
for any research project that grapples
with the role race has played in Arme-
nian history across time and space,
and particularly examines the impact
of racial policies and racism on Arme-
nian communities in the United States
and/or explores the relations and en-
tanglements between Armenians and
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Uruguay’s Political Parties Condemn
Azerbaijan’s Attacks on Armenia

MONTEVIDEO — The National
Party, which leads the ruling coalition
in Uruguay, issued a statement on July
22 regarding Azerbaijan’s attacks on
Armenia since July 12.

The traditional National Party,
also known as the White Party, called
on both sides to respect international
agreements and establish peace in the
region based on the right of peoples to
free self-determination.

In turn, the executive committee
ofanother Uruguayan traditional party,
Colorado, which is part of the ruling
coalition, issued a statement condemn-
ing Azerbaijan’s attacks on Armenia
and calling for an end to militaristic
rhetoric and peace through negotia-
tions. The Colorado Party, which ruled
in Uruguay for over a century, has
expressed its support for the Armenian
people, who have the right to exercise
their sovereignty in freedom and peace.

Days ago, the Broad Front of
Uruguay also issued a statement in
which it expressed its “total disap-
proval of the warlike actions carried
out by the Azerbaijani Armed Forces
against the Republic of Armenia,” the
“rejection of the expressions of the
Turkish government that they support
the actions of Azerbaijan,” and its soli-
darity with Armenia.

The opposition left-wing People’s
Union party noted in a statement that
these Azerbaijani attacks pose the dan-
ger of starting a large-scale war in a
region of constant instability. “The
Armenian people have the right to self-
determination, and one should not for-
get that all mankind owes a debt to the
Armenian people, against whom geno-
cide was committed at the beginning
ofthe last century,” the People’s Union
party notes.

Esther Mkrtumyan Armenian
Ambassador to Uruguay, in an inter-
view with MassisPost affilaite in Uru-
guay, Radio Arax, thanked the Uru-
guayan government and people for
continued support of the Armenian
nation and people. The Ambassador
informed the radio audience that Ar-
menia suffered a blatant attack from
Azerbaijan on July 12, which was re-
peated on July 13, 16 and 20. “For us

[Armenian Government] this attack
was not expected, because it is the
first time the truce has been violated to
this extent against the sovereign Arme-
nian territory. These artillery attacks
and infantry raids have been carried
out in a flagrant violation of the truce
that has governed the region for 25
years.”

In an interview with Massispost,
the Chairman of the Social Democrat
Hunchakian Party Uruguay Executive
Committee, Daniel Manuelian, reported
that various organizations of the Ar-
menian community issued a statement
rejecting the attacks by Azerbaijan,
which has generated significant reper-
cussions since the political forces have
shown solidarity with Armenia and its
people, demonstrating Uruguay’s sup-
port for peace and defending the rights
of'the Armenian people to live freely on
their land. Manuelian reported that this
new expression of firmness from Uru-
guay will surely generate a strong dip-
lomatic reaction from Azerbaijan and
Turkey.

The situation on the Tavush sec-
tion of the Armenian-Azerbaijani state
border escalated sharply after midday
on July 12, when, according to the
Armenian Defense Ministry, the
Azerbaijani Armed Forces tried to cross
the Armenian state border in the direc-
tion of Tavush in a UAZ vehicle. Over
the past week, as a result of hostilities,
during which the sides used artillery,
drones and other military equipment,
according to official data, 11 military
men were killed from the Azerbaijani
side, including a general, a colonel and
other officers, and one civilian, four
from the Armenian side: military per-
sonnel — two officers and two con-
scripts.

Since the end of last week, the
border has remained relatively calm.
However, late in the evening on July
21, the Armenian Defense Ministry
announced that the Armenian Armed
Forces were repelling another attack
of the enemy special forces in the
direction of the Armenian post “Fear-
less” (“Anvakh”) on the Tavush sec-
tion of the Armenian-Azerbaijani bor-

der.

Black communities in the United States.
Researchers are highly encouraged to
engage with the work of Black, indig-
enous, and other scholars of color and
with critical race theory.
Applications canbe made : https:/
/societyforarmenianstudies.com/2020/

07/28/society-for-armenian-studies-
grant-on-race/.

For further information write to
Bedross Der Matossian, at
bdermatossian2@unl.edu or visit the
SAS website at http://
societyforarmenianstudies.com/.
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Armenian Educational Benevolent Union
Ships Hospital Beds to Armenia

GLENDALE -- In collaboration
between the Armenian Educational Be-
nevolent Union (AEBU) and Adventist
Health Glendale, 36 hospital beds, do-
nated by the Glendale Adventist Hospi-
talinlate December 2019, were shipped
to Yerevan, Armenia with AEBU se-
curing the logistics and the transporta-
tion expenditures.

These specially-designed beds
were delivered to the Ministry of
Health of Armenia and will be distrib-
uted to hospitals in Armenia in order
to facilitate much-needed upgrades to
the health services provided by the
hospitals in the regions, especially at
a time when every hospital bed counts
in the fight against COVID-19 pan-

demic.

"Wethank Adventist Health Glen-
dale for this donation and are grateful
to them for their continued support of
the health care system in Armenia
through numerous assistance programs
implemented over the course of many
years. We are also pleased to have
AEBU spearhead this initiative." said
Tateos Koroghlian a member of the
AEBUboard.

On this occasion we would like
to thank Dr. Krikor Krikorian for his
generous donation and Armenia
Artsakh Fund for making the shipping
arrangements.

For more information visit
aebu.org

Armenian Military to Closely Monitor

Continued frompage 1

Defense Minister Davit Tonoyan
told the Russian ambassador in
Yerevan, Sergei Kopyrkin, later in the
day that Armenian army units as well
as a Russian-Armenian military con-
tingent are “continuing to constantly
monitor and analyze” Turkish-
Azerbaijanimilitary activities “with all
reconnaissance means” at their dis-
posal. They remain “prepared for any
development of the situation,” Tonoyan
said, according to his press office.

The exercises will reportedly in-
volve heavy artillery, warplanes and
helicopter gunships and take place in
various parts of Azerbaijan. The
Azerbaijani and Turkishmilitaries have
not specified the number of participat-
ing troops.

The Azerbaijani Defense Minis-
try said on Monday that ground forces
of the two states will simulate joint
operations in Baku and Azerbaijan’s
Nakhichevan exclave from August 1-

5. It said separate drills involving the
Turkish and Azerbaijani air forces will
be held in these and three other loca-
tions from July 29 through August 10.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
expressed concern over the drills. A
ministry spokeswoman said they are
part of Baku’s “provocative actions”
aimed at obstructing international me-
diators’ efforts to de-escalate the situ-
ation at the Armenian-Azerbaijani bor-
der and kick-start talks on resolving
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

Hours after the announcement of
the Turkish-Azerbaijani exercises,
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan telephoned his Russian coun-
terpart Vladimir Putin to discuss the
Armenian-Azerbaijani border clashes.
According to the Kremlin, Putin
“stressed the importance of prevent-
ing any steps that could cause an
escalation in tensions” in the Karabakh
conflict zone.

Arkady Dubnov, an independent
Russian political analyst, said on Tues-

Over $800,000 Raised During Armenia Fund’s
“Covid-19: United Against the Pandemic”
Fundraising Campaign

—

YEREVAN — On March 18th
2020, the Hayastan All-Armenian Fund
launched the “COVID-19 Armenia:
United Against the Pandemic” global
Armenian fundraising campaign with
all proceeds directed to providing ur-
gently required high quality medical
supplies to the Armenia’s Healthcare
Sector.

The campaign was implemented
in close cooperation with the President
of the Republic of Armenia, the Presi-
dent of the Republic of Artsakh, the
Office of the High Commissioner for
Diaspora Affairs, the RA Ministry of
Health and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

At the close of the campaign, on
July 22nd, $800,030 was raised, of
which $695,244 was used to purchase

large-scale medical supplies and equip-
ment, provide monthly food packages
for vulnerable elderly citizens and re-
turn stranded compatriots to Armenia.

Significant in-kind contributions
of medical supplies and equipment were
also received from the Fund’s local
affiliates in various countries which
were transferred to the Ministry of
Health.

The remaining funds will be di-
rected to supporting the Healthcare
Sector.

The Fund extends its sincere grati-
tude to the more than 1,000 individual
donors from 18 countries around the
world, global Armenian communities,
organizations, the entire network of
the Fund and all partners for their
continued trust and support.

Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation
Announces “Be Heard” Prize Winners

LISBON — The Armenian Com-
munities Department of the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation launched the
Be Heard prize in April 2020. This
unique initiative — the first of its kind —
gave Armenian speakers around the
world the chance to think and express
themselves on a range of critical issues
facing humanity. Speakers of the Ar-
menian language were invited to sub-
mit contemporary and innovative au-
diovisual and literary productions of
various kinds that brought forth much-
needed discussions tackling contem-
porary global issues.

We received 165 applications in
total, from 18 countries and in vari-
ous media, from song to animation,
from caricature to poetry, and from
essay to mixed-media productions...
The youngest applicant was 8 years
old and the oldest 83. An internal jury
of 7 people evaluated all the submis-
sions with great interest and 60 prizes
were awarded. Due to the high num-
ber of excellent submissions, the num-
ber of awards was increased from the
50 that were initially announced, to
60! There were 25 winners from Ar-

i
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menia and 35 winners from the
Diaspora. These numbers are in pro-
portion with the number of applica-
tions received.

One of the main purposes of this
prize was to get people of all ages and
backgrounds to think in the Armenian
language and to use it as a mode of
expression — and especially to use it
creatively and differently. This, com-
bined with the potential of the works
submitted, and the contemporariness
of the ideas expressed, were the jury’s
main selection criteria.

We are especially pleased to see
that many young people applied to the
BeHeard prize with their creative work,
in which Armenian was the main me-
dium of expression.

day that Russia continues to regard the
region as its geopolitical backyard and
would therefore not tolerate Turkish
military intervention in the long-run-
ning conflict.

“Erdogan certainly realizes that
this would be simply unacceptable to
Moscow,” Dubnov told RFE/RL’s
Armenian service.

Dubnov suggested that Erdogan

assured Putin on Monday that the up-
coming exercises are not a prelude to
Turkish military presencein Azerbaijan
and will not degenerate into a Turkish-
Azerbaijani offensive against Armenia.
The war games are first and foremost
a publicity stunt designed to cement
Erdogan’s self-image as “the supreme
Islamic leader of the world,” specu-
lated the pundit.
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