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Lavrov: There Will Always be a Land Link
Between Nagorno-Karabakh and Armenia

www.mid.rt

www.mid.ru

MINESTY OF TORTIGH AITAIRS
OF THE RUSSUAN FEQERATION

=y

MOSCOW -- The status of
Nagorno-Karabakhremains unresolved
and it must be a subject of future
Armenian-Azerbaijani negotiations,
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
said on Monday during his annual press
conference to sum up the results of his
ministry’s work in 2020.

In the meantime, he stressed,
Karabakh will be protected by Russian
peacekeeping forces deployed there
after a Moscow-brokered agreement
that stopped the Armenian-Azerbaijani
war on November 9.

“Precisely because the problem
of the status is so thorny it was de-
cided by the three leaders [of Armenia,
Azerbaijan and Russia] to circumvent
and leave it to the future,” Lavrov
stated. “The [Russian, U.S. and
French] co-chairs of the OSCE Minsk
Group must deal with this as well.
They have resumed their contacts with
the parties and are going to visit the
region again.”
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He suggested that the return to
normality and confidence-building mea-
sures in the conflict zone will eventu-
ally facilitate an agreement on the main
sticking point.

Lavrovsaidthat "Inall the agree-
ments, first of all, in the November 9
statement, the parties agreed that there
will be a link between Armenia and
Nagorno-Karabakh along the Lachin
corridor, which will be under the con-
trol of Russian peacekeepers.”

“No one has ever denied
Armenia's connection with Nagorno-
Karabakh. During the decades of
negotiations, the issue of cutting off
Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh
from each other was never dis-
cussed. And that is why the Lachin
Corridor, as a concept, was not re-
jected by anyone. And this is still the
agreement between the parties, in
particular, it is subject to the con-

Continued onpage 3

Syunik Is the Backbone of Our Statehood

Prime Minister Pashinyan

PRESS OFFICE OF THE
GOVERNMENT OF ARMENIA:

YEREVAN — A meeting chaired
today by Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan looked into the situation in
the southern province of Syunik, which
borders Azerbaijan and the measures
taken to ensure its and its residents’
security, the government press office
reported.

“Due to the well-known events,

ST

the border situation in Syunik has un-
dergone significant changes. Today
we must discuss the measures taken to
ensure the security of the Republic of
Armenia in Syunik, we must discuss
the work done so far, how to continue
that work and in what direction. Of

Continued onpage 3

Artsakh FM Raises the Issue of Release of
POWs with UN, OSCE and CoE Structures

STEPANAKERT — Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Artsakh David Babayan has sent letters
to specialized bodies within United
Nations and Council of Europe as well
as to the Co-Chairs of the OSCE Minsk
Group and Personal Representative of
the Chairperson in Office in connec-
tion with the situation with the Arme-
nian prisoners of war and civilians
illegally heldin detentionby Azerbaijan.

The letters in particular state,
that in violation of the trilateral state-
ment on complete ceasefire and cessa-
tion of all hostilities, signed by the
leaders of Armenia, the Russian Fed-
eration and Azerbaijan on November 9,
2020 in December of the same year
Azerbaijan launched an attack and oc-
cupied the villages of Khtsaberd and
Hin Tagher in the Hadrut Region of the
Republic of Artsakh. As a result of
these offensive actions, 64 service-
men of the Defense army of the Re-
public of Artsakh were captured by the
Azerbaijani forces. Later, the
Azerbaijani authorities have announced
their intention to prosecute them, which
is a violation of international humani-
tarian law.

It is underscored, that interna-
tional humanitarian law, and Geneva

Conventions, in particular, continue to
apply after the signing of the State-
ment on secession of hostilities, hence
the captured servicemen are Prisoners
of War according to the Article 4 of the
Geneva Convention III Relative to the
Treatment of Prisoners of War and
shall be repatriated after the secession
of hostilities. Prosecution of the Pris-
oners of War by Azerbaijan for the
mere fact that they participated in hos-
tilities is a grave breach to the Third
Geneva Convention.

It is emphasized that Azerbaijan

Continued onpage 4

Biden Nominates Samantha Power to Run
U.S. Agency for International Development

WASHINGTON, DC (NPR) —
President-elect Joe Biden has nomi-
nated former U.N. Ambassador
Samantha Power to lead the U.S.
Agency for International Development.

Biden also said he was elevating
that role — USAID administrator — to
be a member of the White House Na-
tional Security Council.

“Samantha Power is a world-
renowned voice of conscience and
moral clarity — challenging and rally-
ing the international community to stand
up for the dignity and humanity of all
people,” Biden said in a statement on
Wednesday.

“l know firsthand the unparal-
leled knowledge and tireless commit-
ment to principled American engage-
ment she brings to the table, and her
expertise and perspective will be es-
sential as our country reasserts its role
as a leader on the world stage,” he said.
“As USAID Administrator, Ambassa-
dor Power will be a powerful force for
lifting up the vulnerable, ushering in a
new era of human progress and devel-
opment, and advancing American in-
terests globally.”

Power, 50, served in the Obama
administration as U.S. ambassador to
the United Nations from 2013 to 2017.
From 2009 to 2013, she served on the
National Security Council staff as spe-
cial assistant to the president and as

from Bosnia, East Timor, Kosovo,
Rwanda, Sudan and Zimbabwe. She
was the founding executive director of
the Carr Center for Human Rights
Policy at the Harvard Kennedy School,
and is currently a professor at Harvard.
She was born in Dublin in 1970 and
immigrated to the U.S. from Ireland
with her family at the age of 9.

Power won a Pulitzer Prize in
2003 for her book A Problem From
Hell: America and the Age of Geno-
cide.

Samantha Power has been an
strong advocate for the recognition of
the Armenian Genocide.

During her visit to the

Continued onpage 4
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Jeff Marootian and Ike Hajinazarian
Named to Biden Administration Staff

Washington, DC — Days ahead
of his inauguration as the 46th Presi-
dent of the United States, Joe Biden
has hired Jeff Marootian to join his
climate team and lke Hajinazarian to
serve as a regional communications
director.

Marootian has served as Director
of the DC District Department of
Transportation (DDOT) since 2017,
where during his tenure, has worked
to improve street safety measures by
expanding services aimed at decreas-
ing traffic congestion and increasing
access to public transportation and the
city’s micro-mobility program. Before
joining DDOT, Marootian was a mem-
ber of the US Department of Trans-
portation leadership team as a Chief
Sustainability Officer, where he di-
rected the implementation of President
Obama’s Executive Order on Federal
Sustainability.

The New Jersey native is analum-
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nus of the Trachtenberg School of
Public Policy and Administration where
he is currently an adjunct faculty mem-
ber. He is the former Director of the
Democratic National Committee’s Eth-
nic Outreach Committee and LGBTQ+
Outreach Committee.

Prior to being appointed to his
current position, lke Hajinazarian
served on the Biden campaign as the
Western Pennsylvania Regional Press
Secretary. He has worked as a Press
Assistant to Senator Joe Donnelly of
Indiana and later worked as Deputy
Press Secretary on the House Home-
land Security Committee’s Majority
Staff.

Hajinazarian, a first generation
Armenian- American was born in Ohio
to immigrant parents. He earned his
degree in Journalism from Indiana
University and a Political Management
graduate degree from George Wash-
ington University.

Armenia’s Priorities: Karabakh’s Right to
Self-determination, De-occupation of
Territories and Return of Refugees

YEREVAN (Arka) — Armenia is
ready to re-engage in negotiations on
the Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) settle-
ment, Foreign Minister Ara Aivazian
said on Thursday during a meeting
with MPs.

The meeting with MPs was con-
vened to discuss the results of the tripar-
tite statement, signed by the leaders of
Armenia, Azerbaijanand Russia on Janu-
ary 11 in Moscow and the main priorities
and steps for returning Armenian pris-
oners of war held in Baku and promoting
parliamentary diplomacy.

MPs from the opposition Pros-
perous Armenia and Bright Armenia
parties did not attend the meeting.

“Armenia, as a party to the trilat-
eral statement of January 11, 2021,
clearly indicated its readiness to take
steps to mutually beneficial use of the
economic and infrastructural potential
of the region. However, we need mutual
trust to achieve success,” Aivazian said.

He noted that the situation in the
region is a consequence of the use of
force, but so far not a single conflict
has been resolved by the use of force.
He said that “the use of force can form
a new stage in politics, but cannot
resolve the conflict.”

According to him, only negotia-
tions and a political settlement, which
will respect the rights of all parties,
can open the way for eliminating the
causes and consequences of the con-
flict, lead to a long-term peace in the

South Caucasus region.

“The settlement of the Karabakh
conflict is based on the right of the
people of Artsakh to self-determina-
tion. Armenia will continue to support
its people’s right to self-determination
and act as a guarantor of their secu-
rity,” Ayvazyan said.

The minister stressed that Arme-
nia is ready to continue the process of
peaceful settlement of the conflict with
the co-chairs ofthe OSCE Minsk Group
and under the auspices of the co-
chairing countries on the basis of the
basic principles and elements that were
not indicated in the statement of No-
vember 9, 2020.

“Among the priorities of the Ar-
menian parties are also the de-occupa-
tion of the territories of Artsakh that
went under Baku’s control and the
creation of appropriate conditions for
the safe return of the Armenians dis-
placed from these territories,”
Ayvazyan said.

Asked about the return of prison-
ers. Ara Ayvazyan reiterated that the
issue of prisoners of war is a priority
for the Armenian side at the moment
and that the Foreign Ministry is doing
everything to make this issue in the
center of everyone’s attention.

The minister said that the issue of
prisoners of war could not be solved
overnight, but at the same time ex-
pressed the hope that it would be
resolved.
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Armenian Government to Hire New Judges
for Arrests and Trial of Corruption Cases

YEREVAN — The Armenian gov-
ernment formally approved on Thurs-
day a proposal to hire new judges who
would deal only with corruption cases
or pre-trial arrests of criminal sus-
pects sought by law-enforcement au-
thorities.

A relevant bill drafted by the
Ministry of Justice calls for the selec-
tion of up to 21 such judges for Arme-
nian courts of first instance. Three
other new judges specializing in ar-
rests or corruption-related offenses
would be appointed to the Court of
Appeals.

“The increase in the number of
judges would shorten criminal and ju-
dicial proceedings,” Justice Minister
Rustam Badasyan said during a cabinet
meeting chairedby Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan.

Badasyan said it would also re-
sult in “more objective” court rulings
on arrest warrants demanded by in-
vestigators.

In recent months Armenian

judges, all relics from previous cor-
rupt regime, have refused to allow
law-enforcement bodies to arrest
dozens of opposition leaders and
members as well as other anti-gov-
ernment protesters who attacked and
ransacked government building and
lawmakers. Virtually all of those in-
dividuals are prosecuted in connec-
tion with angry protests sparked by
the Pashinyan administration’s han-
dling of the autumn war in Nagorno-
Karabakh.

Pashinyan charged last month
that Armenia’s judicial system has be-
come part of a “pseudo-elite” which is
trying to topple him after the disas-
trous war. Badasyan likewise accused
judges of routinely acting in a “non-
objective” manner.

Thebill is part of the government’s
stated efforts to make the judiciary
more independent and effective. The
new judges would undergo thorough
“integrity checks” during the selection
and appointment process.

Armenian Government Has Done a Good Job
Dealing with Coronavirus Pandemic

PRESS OFFICE OF THE
GOVERNMENT OF ARMENTA

YEREVAN -- Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan stated on Tuesday
that the Armenian government has done
a good job dealing with the coronavirus
pandemic as he explained his decision
to replace Health Minister Arsen
Torosyan.

Torosyan, who is a senior mem-
ber of the ruling Civil Contract party,
was replaced by his first deputy, Anahit
Avanesyan, and appointed as chief of
Pashinyan’s staff on Monday.

Introducing Torosyan to the staff,
Pashinyan said the Armenian state ap-
paratus needs a major “restart” after
the recent war in Nagorno-Karabakh
that plunged the country into a serious
political crisis.

“That restart must definitely start
from the prime minister’s staff,” he
said. “That restart is the main objective
set for Mr. Torosyan.”

The prime minister praised
Torosyan’s track record when he in-
troduced Avanesyan to senior officials
from the Armenian Ministry of Health
in a separate meeting. He said that the
ministry has been “one of our most
efficient agencies” despite being fre-
quently criticized by the Armenian
opposition and media. This is why, he
said, the new health minister is a mem-
ber of the same “team” that has run the

ministry since May 2018.

Pashinyan specifically defended
its handling of the coronavirus crisis.
He argued that Armenia has stopped
being one of the countries worst hit by
the pandemic.

“There was a time (in the sum-
mer of 2020) when in the context of
the fight against the coronavirus they
showed us the example of other coun-
tries, saying: ‘Look at how you should
be fighting against the coronavirus,
you don’t know how to fight against
the coronavirus.’

“But we were confident that we
are following the balanced path. Now
that our statements have been borne
out by the reality they no longer show
us [the example of] those countries.”

Armenia has been hit hard by the
pandemic, with nearly 165,000
coronavirus cases. The Ministry of
Health said on Tuesday that 9 more
people have died from COVID-19 in
the past 24 hours, bringing the official
death toll to 3,007. The figure does not
include the deaths of 734 other Arme-
nians infected with the virus. Accord-
ing to the ministry, they were primarily
caused by other diseases. Daily new
cases have fallen sharply from thou-
sands to a few hundreds in recent
months.
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Statement by Foreign Ministry of Armenia
on the 31st Anniversary of Anti-Armenian
Massacres in Baku

YEREVAN — 31 years ago, the
international community witnessed
another crime against the Armenian
population of Azerbaijan: the Armenian
population which was an essential part
of then Baku’s multicultural identity
was subjected to the massacres and
mass deportation carried out with par-
ticular cruelty. There were hundreds
murdered, maimed, missing, tens of
thousands of refugees. The anti-Ar-
menian massacres in Baku of January,
1990, completed the ethnic cleansing
of the Armenian population of
Azerbaijan.

The anti-Armenian policy of the
authorities of Azerbaijan targeted not
only the Armenian population living
and prospering in Baku for centuries,
but also the Armenian historical-cul-
tural heritage of the city.

So far, the masterminds and per-
petrators of the anti-Armenian massa-
cres in Baku have not been held ac-
countable, and they continue to be
glorified as heroes.

Moreover, to date, Azerbaijan
continues the very policy of ethnic
cleansing and annihilating Armenians
in Artsakh. A vivid evidence of that is
the wiping out of the entire Armenian
population from the territories that fell
under the Azerbaijani control, which
was carried out through massive war
crimes and ethnic cleansing.

Today by paying tribute to the
innocent victims of the anti-Armenian
massacres in Baku, we once again
emphasize the joint commitment of the
Republic of Armenia, Republic of
Artsakh and the Armenians all over the
world to ensure the right of all Arme-
nians to free, secure and dignified life
in their homeland.

The Baku pogrom was directed
against the ethnic Armenian inhabit-
ants of Baku, Azerbaijan SSR. From
January 12, 1990, a seven-day po-
grom broke out against the Armenian
civilian population in Baku during which
Armenians were beaten, murdered, and
expelled from the city. There were
also many raids on apartments, rob-
beries and arsons. Hundreds were
killed and all Armenians of Baku were
expelled from Azerbaijan. According
to the Human Rights Watch reporter
Robert Kushen, “the action was not
entirely (or perhaps not at all) sponta-
neous, as the attackers had lists of
Armenians and their addresses”. The
pogrom of Armenians in Baku was one
of the acts of ethnic violence in the
context of the First Nagorno-Karabakh
War, directed against the demands of
the Nagorno-Karabakh Armenians to
secede from Azerbaijan and unify with
Armenia.

World Chess Champion Garry
Kasparov, whose mother was Arme-
nian, and his family was among the
evacuees. As an eyewitness he later
testified:

No one would halt the Armenian
pogroms in Baku, although there were
11 thousand soldiers of internal troops in
the city. No one would intervene until the
ethnic cleansing was carried out. The
pogroms were happening not in a ran-
dom place but in the huge capital city
with blocks of flats. In such a megapolis
as Baku the crowd simply cannot carry
out targeted operations like that. When
the pogrom-makers go purposefully from
one district to another, from one apart-
ment to another this means that they had
been given the addresses and that they
had a coordinator.

Syunik Is the Backbone of Our Statehood

Continued frompage 1

course, socio-economic and commu-
nication issues are very important,
environmental issues are also very
important, we have a wide range of
issues to discuss,” the Prime Minister
said at the opening of the meeting.

“I have repeatedly said that I
consider Syunik the backbone of our
statehood, we must take all measures
to ensure the security of the Republic
of Armenia in Syunik, not only in

Syunik, but in the whole territory of
the republic, but Syunik is of special
importance in this regard. We also
need to discuss what social and eco-
nomic programs we will implement in
the communities that have received a
new border status, in fact, have found
themselves in the status of border
settlements. And today we will make
decisions, we will reach agreements,
we will agree on the process of their
further implementation,” Pashinyan

added.
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Komitas Historical Drama “Songs of
Solomon” to Be Released in 2021 Worldwide

Cloudburst Entertainment has
announced its acquisition of the rights
to the film, Songs of Solomon, slated
to be released this year. Songs of
Solomon depicts the life and music of
Archbishop Solomon (Komitas), in-
tertwined with a childhood friendship
torn apart during the Hamidian massa-
cres of 1881-1915.

According to Deadline Holly-
wood, Cloudburst CEO and Executive
Producer Steve Fedyski stated that
although the film explores a dark chap-
ter of Armenian history, it is ultimately
a “beautiful reminder that the power of
friendship translates beyond cultural
boundaries,” adding that the Arizona-
based distribution company is “thrilled
to bring this impactful story to screens
everywhere.”

The film was officially entered
by Armenia for this year’s Interna-
tional Feature Film Oscar competition
in December of last year. The Acad-
emy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sci-
ences will release its shortlist of nomi-
nated films on February 9 for consid-

eration of an Academy Award for the
Best International Film category on
April 25.

Oscar-winning “Green Book”
producer, Arman Nshanian makes his
directorial debut in the Komitas biopic,
while producer credits are shared by
KaroKavoukjian, Nick Vallelonga, Asko
Akopyan, Ken Rather, Jeff Wallner,
David Polemeni, Edgar Karapetyan and
Ani Vorskanyan. The screenplay, writ-
ten by Audrey Gevorkian, is based on
Sirvart Kavoukjian’s “The Past Un-
sung.” Armenian National Film Acad-
emy 2019 Best Composer nominee,
Andranik Berberyan is responsible for
the film’s score.

Vallelonga stated to Deadline that
he and Akopyan are honored to partner
with Cloudburst on Nshanian’s “stun-
ning and important film,” adding that
like Green Book, “the film explores the
power of music in a culture, as well as
promoting the hope that we must all
work together to overcome, respect
and accept our differences with love
and peace.”

Lavrov: There Will Always be a Land Link
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sent of our Azerbaijani neighbors,”
he said.

According to Lavrov, there
should be a link between the Arme-
nians of Nagorno-Karabakh and the
Armenians of Armenia. “I see no rea-
son to prevent contacts at this level.
Armenian officials are involved in the
process of providing humanitarian as-
sistance to Nagorno-Karabakh, which
does not cause any negative reaction in
Baku, and it would be strange if it were
otherwise. The fact that these Arme-
nian officials make rather politicized
statements in Nagorno Karabakh, per-
haps, causes tension, and it would be
better to avoid it,” he said.

On the issue of prisoners of war,
Lavrov stated that it is part of the
November 9 statement on ending the
Karabakh war. He reminded that the
issue of exchanging prisoners of war
was also discussed during the recent
Pashinyan-Putin-Aliyev trilateral meet-
ing in Moscow on January 11.

"At the trilateral meeting held in
Moscow on January 11, this issue was
discussed for quite a long time. Ini-
tially, the following task was set in this
issue, that the Armenian and Azerbaijani
sides would draw up lists of missing
persons whom they want to bring out
of captivity. Azerbaijan submitted such
a list, the number was insignificant. All

of them were returned. After that,
the Azerbaijani side did not submit
lists of missing persons, prisoners of
war or other persons,” Lavrov said,
adding that the Armenian side sub-
mitted these lists ""not all at once and
not in full.”

According to Lavrov, an ex-
change of POWs during the war has
already taken place, which was envis-
aged by the November 9 joint state-
ment.

"We are already discussing the
problem that arose in the Hadrut region
in early December, when a large group
of Armenian soldiers, which was sent
there, was captured. The Azerbaijani
side states that these people were sent
there after the announcement of the
truce, their issue should be considered
separately, and not within the frame-
work regulated by the November 9
statement,” he said.

The Russian Foreign Minister
noted that this issue is still being raised,
and it needs to be resolved, guided by
the principle of “everyone in exchange
for everyone.” “I spoke with the Ar-
menian foreign minister to be informed
about the number of these people. It
turned out that their number is more
than 62. Now our military is dealing
with this issue, cooperating with the
military of Armenia and Azerbaijan to
clarify the names of the missing per-
sons,” Lavrov said.
























