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Secretary of State-Designate Reiterates
Biden Pledge on The Armenian Genocide

WASHINGTON, D.C. — In re-
sponse to questions posed by Senate
Foreign Relations Committee Chair-
man Bob Menendez (D-NJ) and Sena-
tor Ed Markey (D-MA), U.S. Secre-
tary of State-designate Antony
Blinken reiterated the Biden-Harris’s
campaign pledge to “recognize the
Armenian Genocide,” and also ex-
pressed the importance of the
Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh) peace
process, among addressing other is-
sues, reported the Armenian Assem-
bly of America.

Responding to Senator Markey’s
question on the Armenian Genocide,
Secretary of State-designate Blinken
reiterated Biden’s pledge to recognize
the Armenian Genocide: “As a presi-
dential candidate, President Biden
pledged inhis Remembrance Day state-
ment to support a resolution recogniz-
ing the Armenian genocide. Our Ad-
ministration will be committed to pri-
oritizing human rights and ensuring
such a tragedy is not repeated. The
Administration will determine the word-
ing for the White House statement to
mark Remembrance Day once in of-

fice and will consult with Congress on
this important issue.”

In addition to the Armenian Geno-
cide, Blinken stated that the Adminis-
tration will “reinvigorate U.S. engage-
ment to find a permanent settlement to
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict that
protects the security of Nagorno-
Karabakh.” The Assembly fully sup-
ports this position. The safety and

Continued onpage 3

European Parliament Condemns
Turkey’s Role in Karabakh War

]

BRUSSELS — The European
Parliament has strongly condemned
Turkey’s destabilizing role in the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, accused
Ankara of sending terrorist fighters to
the conflict zone and called for an end
to Turkish military aid to Azerbaijan.

In two resolutions adopted last
week, the European Union’s legislative
body also welcomed the Russian-
brokered ceasefire that stopped the
Armenian-Azerbaijani war on Novem-
ber 10. But it cautioned that the con-
flict remains unresolved.

One of the resolutions calls for a
Karabakh settlement based on the Ba-
sic Principles, a framework peace ac-
cord that has long been jointly ad-
vanced by the three co-chairs of the
OSCE Minsk Group: the United States,
Russia and France. It stresses the
“urgent need” to ensure “the security

of the Armenian population and its
cultural heritage in Nagorno-
Karabakh.”

Turkey provided full diplomatic
and military support to Azerbaijan dur-
ing the six-week war. Turkish combat
drones heavily used by the Azerbaijani
army are believed to have been a key
factor behind Baku’s military victory.
Ankara also recruited thousands of
jihadist fighters from the Middle East
to fight on Azerbaijan’s side.

The European Parliament resolu-
tion “strongly condemns the destabi-
lizing role of Turkey which further
undermines the fragile stability in the
whole of the South Caucasus region.”
It says the Turks should “refrain from
any interference in the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict, including offering

Continued on page 2

Biden on his inauguration.

greater American communities.

Sincerely,
Armenian Council of America

ACA Congratulates President Biden
on his Inauguration

The Armenian Council of America (ACA) congratulates President Joe

On foreign policy, we are hopeful that this administration will reengage
in the OSCE Minsk group and lead the efforts toward a lasting peaceful
solution to the Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh) conflict based on the right to
self-determination. We are optimistic on the Biden administration’s stance
toward Turkey and Azerbaijan and will continue to advocate for economic
sanctions against the Erdogan and Aliyev regimes. Both countries have
systematically violated international laws, committed war-crimes, and sup-
ported domestic extremism/suppressing democratic efforts.

ACA looks forward to contributing its part in the Biden administration’s
pledge to unite America. We will continue to advocate on behalf of Armenian-
Americans and engage with elected officials on the issues important to our

We wish President Biden and his administration success.
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Armenian Trucks Attacked in Georgia

Armenian heavy trucks were
pelted with stones and damaged early
on Monday as they drove through a
region in Georgia mostly populated by
ethnic Azerbaijanis, according to the
Armenian Embassy in Tbilisi.

A statement released by the em-
bassy said the incident took place near
the village of Qvemo Ponichala just
outside Tbilisi. It said unknown per-
sons threw stones at the trucks and
smashed some of their windshields
before fleeing the scene.

“The trucks were then escorted
by [Georgian] road police to the Geor-
gian-Armenian border and crossed it,”
read the statement.

The embassy added that Geor-
gian law-enforcement authorities have
launched a criminal investigation and

Cfical publiertcn

that it is “actively working” with them
to ensure that the attackers are brought
to justice and to “prevent a repeat of
such incidents.”

The Georgian Interior Ministry
issued no statements on the reported
attack.

The Yerevan.today news service
reported that more than 30 Armenian
trucks were damaged in the incident.
“Cargo shipments through Georgia are
becoming very dangerous,” it quoted
one of their drivers as saying.

The online publicationalso posted
a mobile phone video that showed a
truck cab littered with broken glass.

Qvemo Ponichala is located along
a highway connecting Tbilisi to the

Continued on page 2
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Armenian Nuclear Power Plant's License
to Be Extended Until 2026

YEREVAN (Arka) -- Armenia's
State Nuclear Safety Regulatory Com-
mittee will extend the license for the
operation of the Armenian NPP until
2026 after the successful implementa-
tion of all activities planned for this
year, NPP CEO Eduard Martirosyan
said last Friday during a discussion
that involved Armenian Territorial Ad-
ministration and Infrastructure Minis-
ter Suren Papikyan, Russian Ambas-
sador to Armenia Sergey Kopyrkin and
Yevgeny Salkov, the CEO of Russian
Rosatom Service JSC, which is con-
tracted by the government of Armenia
to modernize the NPP.

According to the Rosatom Ser-
vice, this year the scheduled halt of the
plant will last longer than usual - 141
days. Such a long shutdown means
that the remaining work for the mod-
ernization of the plant, including the
annealing of the reactor vessel is to be
completed.

According to Eduard Mar-
tirosyan, the 250-ton cranes of the
reactor hall, which are necessary for
the installation of the annealing unit,
have to be modernized before the plant
is brought to a halt along with unload-
ing fuel and heavy equipment from the
reactor.

"After the annealing procedure at
the nuclear power plant is over, the
physical and mechanical properties of
the reactor vessel will be restored, and
the plant can be operated after 2026,"
Martirosyan said.

In turn, Salkov noted that last year
was not easy due to the coronavirus
pandemic, but a large amount of work

was done by joint efforts with Armenian
atomic scientists.

"The overhaul of the turbine gen-
erator has been completed, an instru-
mental examination of the drives of the
reactor control and protection sys-
tems has been carried out, and instru-
ments for non-destructive testing of
metal have been checked," Salkov said.

He added that the plant is pre-
pared for the modernization of the
emergency cooling system of the re-
actor core and the recovery annealing
of the reactor pressure vessel, the
annealing unit has been delivered and
its assembly has already been com-
pleted.

“Nuclear energy today secures
for Armenia a proper level of energy
independence and security. I appreci-
ate the importance of the upcoming
joint work with our Russian partners
in the development of the sector. De-
velopment of our friendly relations is
extremely important, since a wide field
of joint activities opens up, both in the
near future and more distant future,”
Minister Papikyan emphasized.

The Armenian Nuclear Power
Plant is located some 30 kilometers
west of Yerevan. It was built in the
1970s but was closed following a dev-
astating earthquake in 1988. One of its
two VVER 440-V230 light-water reac-
tors was reactivated in 1995.

In March 2014, Armenian gov-
ernment decided to extend the plant’s
service life up to 2026. The service life
extension has become possible thanks
to a $270 million Russian loan and a
$30 million grant.

European Parliament Condemns

Continued frompage 1

military support to Azerbaijan.”

The resolution also deplores “the
transfer of foreign terrorist fighters by
Turkey from Syria and elsewhere to
Nagorno-Karabakh, as confirmed by
international actors, includingthe OSCE
Minsk Group Co-Chair countries.”

Armenia Welcomes

EU Parliament Resolution

Armenia hailed the European Par-
liament resolutions on Friday. “The
European Parliament not only con-
demns war crimes against Armenians,
but also stresses that these crimes
should not go unpunished”, Spokes-
person for the Armenian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs Anna Naghdalyan says.

“There are a number of impor-

tant provisions enshrined in the report-
resolutions adopted by the European
Parliament, which are related to the
Azerbaijani aggressionagainst Artsakh
and Turkey’s involvement in it, the
committed war crimes, as well as the
steps to be undertaken to eliminate the
consequences of the aggression, espe-
cially to address humanitarian issues,”
Naghdalyan said in comments to
Armenpress.

She particularly emphasized that
the European Parliament not only con-
demned the war crimes, including the
targeting of civilian population and in-
frastructure, places of worship, but
also stressed that these crimes should
not remain unpunished.

“We agree with the European
Parliament’s call for Turkey to refrain
from any intervention in the Nagorno-
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Armenian Authorities to Start First Phase of
COVID-19 Vaccination Beginning of March

YEREVAN -- Health authorities
have announced plans to start vacci-
nating by the beginning of March an
estimated 3 percent of Armenia’s popu-
lation against COVID-19.

Gayane Sahakyan, the deputy di-
rector of the Armenian National Center
for Disease Control and Prevention,
said on Friday that the first batch of a
relatively cheap vaccine developed by
the British company AstraZeneca and
Oxford University will be delivered to
the country soon.

Sahakyan said that the choice of
the vaccine was made by the supplier,
the COVAX Facility global partnership
supported by the World Health Organi-
zation. COVAX signed a supply con-
tract with the Armenian government
late last year.

In Sahakyan’s words, the “first
phase” of vaccination will cover medi-
cal workers, care home personnel,
people aged 65 and older as well as
younger Armenians suffering from
chronic diseases. This was recom-
mended earlier this week by a govern-
ment commission of health experts.

The commission said that mili-
tary and law-enforcement personnel,
rescue and public transport workers,

AstraZeneca 2

civil servants, schoolteachers and uni-
versity lecturers should be the next to
get vaccine shots free of charge. It is
not clear when that could happen.

Sahakyan told the press earlier
this month that the authorities are plan-
ning to vaccinate only 10 percent of
Armenia’s population.

She said on Friday that they are
now negotiating with Russian officials
on the possible acquisition of a “large
quantity” of the Russian vaccine Sput-
nik V. She did not go into details.

Nor did Sahakyan say if COVID-
19 vaccines could be made available to a
larger percentage of the population later
this year. She stressed only that the
vaccination process will be voluntary.

Armenian and Russian Defense Ministers
Discussed Karabakh, Cooperation Issues

YEREVAN - Armenian Defense
Minister Vagharshak Harutyunyan held
a telephone conversation with Russian
Defense Minister Sergey Shoigu, the
press service of the Armenian Defense
Ministry reported.

It said the defense ministers dis-
cussed urgent issues of bilateral coop-
eration in the field of defense, the
operational situation in the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict zone, the return of
Armenian prisoners of war and hos-
tages, held in Azerbaijan as well as a

number of issues related to the search
for the missing soldiers.

Harutyunyan thanked his col-
league for the effective activities of the
peacekeeping contingent in Nagorno-
Karabakh, as well as for substantial
assistance in resolving security issues
by deploying Russian border guards in
the Syunik region of Armenia.

The defense ministers of the two
countries also exchanged views on the
latest military-political events in the
region.

Karabakh conflict, including offering
military support to Azerbaijan, and to
desist from its destabilizing actions. In
this context, it is especially important that
the European Parliament has also con-
demned the fact that Turkey transferred
foreign terrorist fighters from Syria and
elsewhere to the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict zone,” the Spokesperson added.
She emphasized the position of the
European Parliament on humanitarian

issues, particularly regarding the imme-
diate repatriation of prisoners of war.
“It should be noted that the is-
sues of security of the people of
Artsakh, protection of historical-cul-
tural and religious heritage were prop-
erly highlighted in the resolution. It is
crucial that the European Parliament
expressed its position of providing
unhindered humanitarian assistance to
Artsakh,” Naghdalyan noted.

www.massispost.com
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Armenian American Museum Announces
Historic Groundbreaking in Summer 2021

GLENDALE - The Board of
Trustees of the Armenian American
Museum and Cultural Center of Cali-
fornia have announced the historic
groundbreaking of the highly antici-
pated landmark center in Summer 2021
— a major milestone for the community
that has been years in the making.

The Glendale City Council offi-
cially kicked off the groundbreaking
year with the approval of the refined
museum building design and the waiv-
ing of city permit and plan check fees
valued at $671,000.

The Armenian American Museum
will rise to a two-level 50,820 square
foot museum complex built on a one-
level semi-subterranean parking ga-
rage. The first level will feature the
grand lobby, auditorium, learning cen-
ter, demonstration kitchen, gift shop,
and administrative offices. The sec-
ond level will be dedicated to the per-
manent and temporary exhibition gal-
leries as well as the collections ar-
chives.

The cultural and educational
center’s programming plans include
producing and hosting powerful,
immersive, and thought-provoking per-
manent and temporary exhibitions, lead-
ing meaningful dialogues and discus-
sions through engaging public pro-
grams, providing educational programs
for adults, youth, kids, and families,
preserving Armenian heritage through
the museum’s collections and archives,
and serving as an iconic venue for
memorable experiences, gatherings,
and celebrations.

“The  highly anticipated
groundbreaking of the Armenian
American Museum represents a his-
toric accomplishment for our commu-
nity, and we believe it will be a symbol
of hope and spirited resiliency for
America, Armenia, and Artsakh during
these challenging and unprecedented
times,” stated Executive Chairman
Berdj Karapetian. “The Board of Trust-
ees and museum leadership wishes to
express its sincere gratitude for the
steadfast commitment and generous
support of our donors, stakeholders,
committees, volunteers, and govern-
ment partners for this collective
achievement.”

The Armenian American Museum
was born in 2014 when the Armenian
Genocide Centennial Committee West-
ern USA officially adopted the mu-
seum as its landmark project to honor
the memory of the 1.5 million martyrs
who perished in the Armenian Geno-
cide and to help build and define the
next centennial of the community as a

message of strength, perseverance,
and hope for future generations.

In 2015, the museum’s Board of
Trustees was established, entrusting
the governance of the project to ten
united Armenian American cultural,
philanthropic, and religious non-profit
organizations. The Board of Trustees
includes the Armenian Catholic
Eparchy, Armenian Cultural Founda-
tion, Armenian Evangelical Union of
North America, Armenian General Be-
nevolent Union Western District, Ar-
menian Missionary Association of
America, Armenian Relief Society
Western USA, Nor Or Charitable Foun-
dation, Nor Serount Cultural Associa-
tion, Western Diocese of the Armenian
Church of North America, and West-
ern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church.

In 2018, the Glendale City Council
approved the museum’s $1-per-year
Ground Lease Agreement, officially
marking Central Park as the future site of
cultural and educational center. The ini-
tial term of the Ground Lease Agreement
will be 55 years with options to extend
the lease term for four 10-year periods
totaling 95 years. The museumwill neigh-
bor the Downtown Central Library,
Museum of Neon Art (MONA), and The
Americana at Brand.

In 2019, the Glendale City Coun-
cil approved an $18.5 million makeover
and expansion of Central Park. The
proposal includes the creation of a
new central lawn connecting the mu-
seum and library, an outdoor amphi-
theater for live performances, a
children’s park with playgrounds and
splash pads, and outdoor recreational
amenities for the community. The city
and museum plan to collaborate on the
programming of outdoor events in the
downtown park.

The Armenian American Museum
has assembled a team of experienced
museum and industry professionals to
provide guidance and expertise in con-
struction, design, programming, and
development for the landmark center.
The museum’s design team led by
Alajajian Marcoosi Architects will be
formally submitting the project’s con-
struction documents to the City of
Glendale to initiate the plan check pro-
cess.

The museum’s Groundbreaking
Campaign has raised more than $14
million in contributions, pledges, and
grants. The State of California has
invested an unprecedented $8 million
in support of the center through the

Continued onpage 4
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Society for Armenian Studies and Armenian
Genocide Museum-Institute Foundation Sign
An Agreement on Cooperation

As part of its new policy to
strengthen ties with academic institu-
tions in Armenia, the Society for Ar-
menian Studies (SAS) signed an Agree-
ment on Cooperation on January 13,
2021, with The Armenian Genocide
Museum-Institute Foundation (AGMI).
The Agreement aims at cooperating on
different academic projects that would
be beneficial to both parties and ad-
vance the field of Armenian Genocide
studies. The scope of the cooperation
includes, but is not limited to, ex-
change of mutual information on aca-
demic activities carried out by both
parties; exchange and loans of books
relevant to both parties; exchange of
knowledge and expertise with respect
to Armenian Genocide; sharing of ad-
vice, educational consultation, and re-
search about the Armenian Genocide
study and research; cooperation
through local and international confer-
ences and symposia to advance the
field of genocide studies in general and
Armenian Genocide studies in particu-
lar; mutual cooperation to educate the
general public about the Armenian
Genocide; and close cooperation and
coordination between the Journal of
the Society for Armenian Studies
(JSAS) published by the prestigious
Brill publishing house and the Interna-
tional Journal of Armenia Genocide
Studies (IJAGS), Ts’eghaspanagitakan
Handes, both published by the AGMI.

Professor Barlow Der
Mugrdechian, Director of Armenian
Studies Program at California State
University, Fresno, will serve as the
liaison on behalf of the SAS while Dr.
Edita Gzoyan, Deputy Scientific Di-
rector of The Armenian Genocide
Museum-Institute Foundation and the
editor of IJAGS will serve on behalf of
the AGML.

Commenting on the Agreement,
SAS President Bedross Der Matossian
said, “We are looking forward to co-
operate with The Armenian Genocide
Museum-Institute Foundation (AGMI)
on academic issues pertaining to geno-
cide studies in general and the Arme-
nian Genocide in particular. This is
part of our new policy to strengthen
ties with different academic institu-
tions in Armenia. This cooperation will
be mutually beneficial to all of us. The
Society for Armenian Studies (SAS)
has members whose research deals
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with the Armenian Genocide. Through
harnessing the existing potential of
scholars from both bodies, the field of
the Armenian Genocide Studies will
advance in the right direction.”

Prof. Harutyun Marutyan, Di-
rector of The Armenian Genocide
Museum-Institute Foundation (AGMI),
welcomed the Cooperation Agreement
stating, “The challenges facing re-
searchers in the field of Armenian
Studies in the 21st century require
new, modern approaches and the con-
solidation of Armenian potential. The
shaping of the Armenian factor in the
field of humanities, taking world expe-
rience into account, is one of the pri-
orities of our time. The study and
popularization of Armenian history,
culture and the issues of the Armenian
Genocide are among the imperatives
for both the AGMI and SAS. We are
sure that the goals and intentions men-
tioned in the Cooperation Agreement,
signed between the two institutions,
will be realized and will contribute to
the expansion of ties between research-
ers on both sides and the development
of Armenian Studies in general.”

The SAS, founded in 1974, is the
international professional association
representing scholars and teachers in
the field of Armenian Studies. The aim
of the SAS is to promote the study of
Armenian culture and society, includ-
ing history, language, literature, and
social, political, and economic ques-
tions.

If you are interested in contribut-
ing to the activities of SAS please
contact Prof. Bedross Der Matossian
at bdermatossian2@unl.edu.

Information about the SAS can
be found on its website at
societyforarmenianstudies.com or by
following the SAS on its Facebook
page, @societyforarmenianstudies.

Secretary of State-Designate Reiterates

Continued frompage 1

security of the people of Artsakh are
critically important, as is the immedi-
ate release of prisoners of war still
being held by Azerbaijan, despite an
agreement to release all POWs.
Given the six-week war launched
by Azerbaijan against the Armenian
people, Blinken indicated that the Ad-
ministration “will review” U.S. secu-
rity assistance to Azerbaijan. The As-
sembly strongly supports and urges
the Biden-Harris Administration to fully
enforce Section 907 of the Freedom
Support Act, which was enacted in
1992 indirect response to Azerbaijan’s

hostile actions against Armenia and
Artsakh.

Blinken also committed to work
to ensure that the humanitarian needs
of the Armenian people — due to the
war — are met, and underscored his
strong support for “U.S. funding for
demining efforts in Nagorno-
Karabakh,” which was phased out
under the previous Administration.
Additionally, Blinken indicatedhis sup-
port for the “provision to Armenia of
security assistance and aid to strengthen
democratic governance and promote
economic growth, both of which will
help to strengthen Armenia’s security
and resilience.”
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Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation
Donates 700 Tablets and Laptops to
Armenian Schools in Lebanon

CALOUSTE GULBENKIAN
FOUNDATION
ARMENIAN COMMUNITIES

LISBON -- The Armenian Com-
munities Department of the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation, in line with its
strategy to support Armenian educa-
tional institutions in Lebanon, donated
650 tablets and 50 laptops to the 17
Armenian schools in the country.

The multiple lockdowns due to
Covid-19 have made online learning a
crucial component of educational prac-
tice worldwide. And yet, thousands of
students in Lebanon could not ad-
equately follow online classes due to
the lack of equipment. The severe
economic crisis and instability, coupled
with the devastation caused by the

August 2020 Beirut Port explosion that
led to substantial damage and financial
loss within the Armenian community,
meant that many families and schools
lacked the means to provide the neces-
sary equipment to students to follow
their courses.

The Calouste Gulbenkian Foun-
dation continues to work with Arme-
nian educational institutions in Leba-
non. The current donation of IT equip-
ment is one component of its support
to the Armenian educational sector.
The Foundation also supports various
other initiatives to ensure the vitality of
the Western Armenian language.

Armenian Academy Students
Selected to Join the Pasadena Unified
“Student Think Tank and Leadership Team”
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PASADENA — The Armenian
Academy at Blair High School in Pasa-
dena is proud to announce that 10th
graders, Lucine Ekizian and Daron
Yacoubian were selected to join the
Pasadena Unified School District’s
“Student Think Tank and Leadership
Team”.

Nineteen students from across
the school district were chosen to
participate. Lucine and Daron will work
with the leadership team “to outline
urgent issues to be discussed on cam-

puses and to be included in English and
History courses.

”We are proud that two of our
Armenian Academy students will have
the platform to express their views to
the entire school district.

Families interested in attending the
Armenian Academy at Blair (Interna-
tional Baccalaureate) for the 2021-2022
school year can submit a short applica-
tion at www.ArmenianAcademy.org.
Any student (6th -12th) from any city is
welcome.

St. Toros Armenian Church in Turkey
Destroyed

St. Toros Armenian Church in
the western Turkish province of
Kutahya has been destroyed, hu-
man rights activist Arlet Natali
Avazyan alarms, Ermenihaber.am
reports.

There is now a flat land in the
place of the historical church.

“Don’t you have respect for his-
tory? By destroying the history of
Armenians, will you ignore the exist-

ence of Armenians in this land?” she
said in a Twitter post.

It is estimated that the Surp Toros
church was built under the rule of
Sultan Murad. Although the church
was burned down during the Celali
rebellions in 1603, it was rebuilt in a
short time.

The church was used as a movie
theater for a while and as a wedding
hall until recently.

www.massisweekly.com
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25th Family in Gyumri Receives a New Home
Through the Paros Foundation

GYUMRI — The Paros Founda-
tion launched its “Purchase a Home”
project in 2012 to address the dire need
to move more than 4,000 families who
were living in horrible conditions.
These families lived in “domiks”: con-
demned buildings, wagons or old ship-
ping containers. Nine years later, more
than 2,000 families are still living in
these deplorable conditions.

Despite the global pandemic and
the devastating war in Artsakh, on
December 4, 2020, The Paros Foun-
dation reached a major milestone with
the move of its 25th family from a
“domik” into a permanent home of
their own.

“With the help of our generous
supporters, we are proud to announce
that we have moved our 25th family
into a modern, clean and safe apart-
ment,” said Peter Abajian, Executive
Director of The Paros Foundation.
“Between this project and our Debi
Arach Children’s Center, we have
helped eliminate generational poverty
in Gyumri — a priority.”

We are proud to introduce the
recipient of this new home, Zaruhi
Minasyan and her two sons, who have
lived in a domik for the last 15 years.
Zaruhi’s husband left for Russia three
years ago and never returned, leaving
her to raise their sons alone. With the
support from her family and social
welfare payments, she makes ends
meet. Our friends at the Shirak Center
NGO in Gyumri worked with us to

identify the family. Once the Minasyan
family was selected, our team found
them a suitable apartment and pur-
chased it. As part of this project’s
agreement with the family, this apart-
ment cannot be sold or rented, and the
family must live there for at least ten
years. In addition, once the family has
been moved into their new place, their
old domik will be disassembled. To
prevent others from occupying this
domik, Shirak Center NGO, with sup-
port from The Paros Foundation, tore
down the domik and used the scrap
materials to support other families liv-
ing in poverty in Gyumri.

This 25th “Purchase a Home”
was made possible with the support
and sponsorship of the Employees of
Western Drug and the Youredjian
Family. To view a video of this move,
please visit
www.parosfoundation.org and
search for Purchase a Home 25.

The Paros Foundation was
launched in 2006 and has implemented
more than $9 million worth of projects
in Armenia through its unique model of
philanthropy and community partner-
ship. These projects are located
throughout the country-with the ma-
jority of work focused in Gyumri and
in the Tavush Region, along the border
with Azerbaijan. Thanks to the gener-
ous support of Paros Founder and
Chairman, Roger Strauch, all adminis-
trative expenses are underwritten by
him and his family.

Armenian Trucks Attacked in Georgia

Continued frompage 1

main Georgian-Armenian border
crossing. It also passes through other
Azerbaijani-populated towns and vil-
lages.

The Sadakhlo-Bagratashen cross-
ing was effectively shut down on Sep-
tember 28 the day after the outbreak of
the war in Nagorno-Karabakh. Citing
security reasons, Armenian and Geor-
gian authorities told commercial trucks
with Armenian license plates to use
another, more remote and smaller bor-

der checkpoint leading to Georgia’s
Javakheti region mostly populated by
ethnic Armenians.

The Sadakhlo-Bagratashen cross-
ing was reopened for cargo traffic on
December 1, three weeks after a Rus-
sian-brokered ceasefire that stopped
the war.

Georgia serves as the main tran-
sit route for Armenia’s trade with the
outside world. Armenian trucks mainly
use Georgian territory for cargo ship-
ments to and from Russia as well as
European countries.

Armenian American Museum

Continued frompage 3

efforts of Governor Gavin Newsom,
Senator Anthony J. Portantino, and
Assemblymember AdrinNazarian. Los
Angeles County has contributed $1
million to the center through a gener-

ous grant by Supervisor Kathryn
Barger. The Board of Trustees plan to
announce naming opportunities for the
legacy project later this year.

The museum will be announcing
its plans for the Groundbreaking Cer-
emony in Spring 2021.
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