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The European Union to Allocate
More Than 1.5 Billion Euros to Armenia
For Five Major Projects

BRUSSELS — The European
Union to allocate more than 1.5 billion
euros to Armenia in the next 5 years
for five key programs, including the
development of Syunik region. The
document was presented today in Brus-
sels, highlighting the initiatives that the
European Commission intends to imple-
ment by 2025 in the member states of
the “Eastern Partnership”.

The European Commission has
put forward a 2.3 billion-euro ($2.72
billion) economic and investment plan
for Eastern Partnership countries, with
the potential to mobilize up to 17 billion
euros ($20.1 billion) in public and pri-
vate investments.

In a statement released on July 2,
the commission said the plan was part
of a proposed agenda “focusing on
recovery, resilience and reform” that
sets specific targets for 2025 with the
aim of “increasing trade, growth and
jobs, investing in connectivity,
strengthening democratic institutions
and the rule of law, supporting the
green and digital transitions, and pro-
moting fair, gender-equal and inclu-
sive societies.”

The proposed long-term policy
objectives are to be discussed at an
Eastern Partnership summit planned
for December 2021.

The Eastern Partnership was
launched in 2009 with the aim of

strengthening and deepening the politi-
cal and economic relations between
the EU, its member states, and six
countries in the bloc’s so-called “East-
ern Neighborhood” — Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova,
and Ukraine.

As for Armenia, the European
Commission plans to:

Support 30,000 small and me-
dium-sized businesses for a sustain-
able, innovative, competitive economy;

Promote socio-economic devel-
opment and communication by sup-
porting the North-South highway cor-
ridor;

Investments in information tech-
nology, science and technology,

Strengthen the resilience of the
southern regions of Armenia.

Investing in green Yerevan for
energy efficiency and the launch of
more environmentally friendly buses.

The first pilot project will pro-
vide € 500 million in assistance to
30,000 small and medium-sized busi-
nesses. “Recovery of the economy
after the epidemic is a top priority for
Armenia,” the European Commission
said, noting that by helping Armenian
businessmen, the European Union will
help create new jobs, develop and
modernize businesses, and sustain

Continued onpage 3

Armenia Criticizes CSTO Secretary General
for Calling Azerbaijani Aggression
as Border Standoff

YEREVAN — Senior Armenian
officials have criticized the secretary
general of the Collective Security
Treaty Organization (CSTO) for say-
ing that the Russian-led defense alli-
ance must not intervene in a continu-
ing military standoff on Armenia’s
border with Azerbaijan.

Armenia appealed to the CSTO
for help after Azerbaijani troops crossed
several sections of the border and
advanced a few kilometers into Arme-
nian territory on May 12-14. It asked
the alliance of six ex-Soviet states to
invoke Article 2 of its founding treaty
which requires the CSTO to discuss a
collective response to grave security
threats facing its member states.

The foreign ministers of Arme-
nia, Russia, and four other CSTO mem-
ber states discussed the border dispute
when they met in Tajikistan later in
May. They expressed concern over
the tensions but did not issue joint
statements in support of Armenia.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
chided the bloc afterwards for not
publicly siding with his country. He
warned that the Armenian government
could turn to the UN Security Council

“if it turns out that the instruments of
the CSTO or the treaty on the joint
Russian-Armenian military contingent
are not enough to resolve this prob-
lem.”

Yerevan has not taken such ac-
tion despite Baku’s continuing refusal
to withdraw Azerbaijani troops from
the contested border sections.

CSTO Secretary General
Stanislav Zas said on Saturday that
the border standoff is not serious
enough to require the CSTO’s mili-
tary intervention.

“One has to understand that the
CSTO’s potential is used only in the
event of foreign aggression [against
member states,]” Zas told journalists.
“In this case we are dealing with a
border incident. Thank God, there are
no casualties, no gunshots. This is a
border incident ... and we are in favor
of resolving it peacefully.”

Ruben Rubinyan, the chairman
of the outgoing Armenian parliament’s
committee on foreign relations, de-
scribed Zas’s remarks as “weird.”

Rubinyan insisted that the

Continued onpage 4

Common Values Underlie Armenian-
American Relations: Pashinyan Congratulates
Joe Biden on U.S. Independence Day

YEREVAN — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan has sent a congratula-
tory message to US President Joe Biden
on the occasion of Independence Day.

“Dear Mr. President,

I warmly congratulate you and
the friendly people of America on In-
dependence Day.

With the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, the Founding Fathers be-
queathed the people of the United States

and all mankind the noble ideas of state
building, democracy and fundamental
freedoms.

We are pleased that your admin-
istration has reaffirmed its commit-
ment to reinstating the role of the
United States as an international leader
in promoting democracy, strengthen-
ing the rule of law, protecting human
rights and fundamental freedoms
worldwide. Shared by the Armenian

U.S.-Turkey Trade Summit
Featuring California Officials Cancelled
Over Armenian Genocide Deniers

SACRAMENTO -- A trade dis-
cussion between California business
leaders, the state’s Lieutenant Gover-
nor, and Turkish business leaders is
off following reports that two partici-
pants were vehement deniers of the
1915 Armenian Genocide. Alex Tavlian
reports in The Sun.

The event, organized by the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce as part of its
U.S.-Turkish Business Council, was
set to feature a keynote address from
Lt. Governor Eleni Kounalakis and a
presentation from the state’s economic
development department before a panel
discussion.

Also on the agenda were Turkish
Chamber official Ayhan Zeytinoglu and
Turkisk Orange County businessman
Ergun Kirlikovali.

Zeytinogluand Kirlikovali had is-
sued multiple statements denying the
1915 slaughter of 1.5 million ethnic
Armenians by the Ottoman Empire as
a genocide.

Kounalakis’ attendance was
striking, as she — along with Gov.
Gavin Newsom and most members of
California’s State Legislature — have
strongly backed recognition efforts
for the Armenian Genocide.

In a statement on Friday,
Kounalakis’ spokeswoman said that the
state’s second-in-command, along with
California GO-Biz officials, and all other
California business leaders participating
on the panel had withdrawn from the
event, forcing a cancellation.

California Lt. Governor
Eleni Kounalakis

In a statement issued to The Sun,
Kounalakis said participation ran
counter to the state’s values relative to
human rights issues.

“I was deeply disturbed to hear
that the upcoming U.S.-Turkish Busi-
ness Council meeting would feature
panelists who are Armenian Genocide
deniers,” Kounalakis said. “Now and
always, California stands strong on
the side of truth and justice for this
still-unpunished crime.”

Inlate April, Kirlikovali shared a
website filled with content denying the
Genocide.

Meanwhile, Zeytinoglu issued a
plainand stern condemnation of Biden’s
declaration on April 24, saying Turks
rejected the term.
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Armenian Soliders Wounded on the Border
with Azerbaijan

YEREVAN — The Armenian mili-
tary said on Tuesday that two of its
soldiers were wounded on Armenia’s
border with Azerbaijan in a shootout
with Azerbaijani forces.

A military spokesman, Samvel
Asatryan, told the Armenpress news
agency that the skirmish was pro-
voked by the Azerbaijani side.

“The Azerbaijani troops have pro-
voked the shootout. One soldier from
the Armenian side has sustained a light
injury. According to our information,
the Azerbaijani side has two wounded
servicemen”, he said.

According to Asatryan, the incident
occurred a near a border village in
Armenia’s eastern Gegharkunik province.

Opposition Groups Ask Constitutional Court
to Overturn Election Results

YEREVAN -- Four opposition
groups that participated in Armenia’s
recent parliamentary elections appealed
to the Constitutional Court on Friday
to overturn the results of last month's
elections, which they lost to acting
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian's Civil
Contract party.

The separate appeals were lodged
by the alliances led by former Presi-
dents Robert Kocharian and Serzh
Sarkisian and two smaller groups that
failed to win any seats in the Armenian
parliament. They claimed to have sub-
mitted evidence of irregularities which
seriously affected the outcome of the
June 20 elections.

A spokesman for Kocharian’s
Hayastan bloc, Aram Vardevanyan,
again accused Pashinyan of abusing
his government levers, bullying oppo-
sition activists and resorting to “hate
speech” during the election campaign

and forcing military and security per-
sonnel to vote for the ruling Civil Con-
tract party.

Vardevanyan said Hayastan’s ap-
peal to the court includes video material
and documentary evidence of fraud in
official results from 109 precincts where
88,000 Armenians cast ballots on elec-
tion day. He said the bloc also found
discrepancies in documents used during
voting in three dozen other precincts.

The CEC rejected on June 27
Hayastan’s and Pativ Unem’s demands
to annul the vote results, saying that
the opposition blocs failed to present
evidence of widespread fraud.

International observers from the
Organization for Security and Coop-
eration in Europe (OSCE) said the
elections were competitive and gener-
ally well-managed.

The Constitutional Court is
schedualed to hear the case on July 9.

Armenia, Iran Hold Fresh Talks On
Transport Links

TEHRAN -- Armenian and Ira-
nian government officials have held
further talks in Tehran on Iran’s pos-
sible involvement in the planned re-
construction of Armenian highways
leading to the Islamic Republic.

Iranian Minister of Roads and
Urban Development Mohammad
Eslami discussed the matter with Ar-
menian officials when he visited
Yerevan in May. He reportedly told
them that Iranian companies would
like to participate in the Armenian
government’s plans to rebuild or re-
pair the strategic highways passing
through Armenia’s Syunik province.

Armenian Minister of Territorial
Administration and Infrastructures
Suren Papikyan said afterwards that
the two sides agreed to set up a joint
working group that will explore such a
possibility as well as ways of expand-

ing broader economic ties between the
two neighboring states.

The Armenian Ministry of
Economy reported at the weekend that
the working group held its first meet-
ing in Tehran earlier last week. It said
the meeting was co-chaired by one of
Eslami’s deputies, Dariush Amani, and
Armenia’s Deputy Economy Minister
Varos Simonyan.

Amani also heads Iran’s Road
Maintenance and Transportation Or-
ganization.

A ministry statement gave few
details of the meeting. It said the two
sides reaffirmed their commitment to
closer commercial ties and agreed to
hold the next session of the task force
in Yerevan on August 15.

Syunik borders not only Iran but
also Azerbaijan and its Nakhichevan
exclave.
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15 POWs Returned to Armenia

YEREVAN -- The Armenian gov-
ernment has informed that 15 more
POWs have returned from Azerbaijan
today with the mediation of the Rus-
sian side.

"As a goodwill gesture, the Ar-
menian side provided Azerbaijan with
maps of minefields in the Fizuli and
Zangelan regions," the Armenian gov-
ernment said, citing the names of 15
Armenian captives who had returned
home. They are all from Shirak region.

The Armenian government
thanked Russia for its mediation
role.

Earlier, the Azerbaijani Foreign
Ministry confirmed the news, saying

that it was returning 15 Armenians
who had been sentenced to prison by a
court decision, whose sentences had
expired.

It should be reminded that after the
November 9 trilateral statement , 12 of
the 14 prisoners of war from Shirak
captured from Khtsaberd were sentenced
to 6 months in Baku yesterday , and 2 -
Hrach Avagyan, Gegham Serobyan - to
4 years in prison. The investigation of
one of the criminal cases has ended in the
Baku War Crimes Court.

103 prisoners have returned to
Armenia from Azerbaijan after the
war, and Lebanese-Armenian Maral
Najaryan returned to Beirut.

Consul General Armen Baibourtian Visited
Pasadena City College

PASADENA - OnlJuly 1, Consul
General of Armenia in Los Angeles
Ambassador Armen Baibourtian vis-
ited Pasadena City College (PCC) and
had a meeting with its Superintendent-
President Erika Endrijonas. The dis-
cussion focused on establishing coop-
eration programs between Pasadena
City College and Yerevan State Univer-
sity as well as other colleges and uni-
versities in Armenia. The Consul Gen-
eral highlighted the feasibility of devel-
oping cooperation through the ex-
change of students. In the framework
of the study abroad program, PCC
students can have the opportunity to
study for an academic semester at a
partner institution in Armenia.

Dr. Endrijonas expressed her in-
terest in establishing bonds of partner-
ship with Yerevan State University. In
regard to the study abroad program,
she proposed for the beginning to or-
ganize a PCC academic semester at
Yerevan State University taught by

PCC faculty for its students in Yerevan.
Many PCC students would be inter-
ested to study for a semester in Arme-
nia. The proposed setting would en-
able to address university accredita-
tion issues in the U.S. in terms of
eligibility of credits transfer through
study abroad. Dr. Endrijonas men-
tioned that PCC has similar successful
practice applied at other foreign uni-
versities.

Ambassador Baibourtian invited
Superintendent-President Erika
Endrijonas and her team to visit Arme-
nia in the fall in order to get acquainted
with educational cooperation opportu-
nities on the spot and the perspective
of launching the study abroad in
Yerevan.

Founded in 1924, Pasadena City
College has established itself as one of
the nation’s leading two-year colleges.
Each semester PCC serves 29,200+
students, including international stu-
dents from 76 different countries.
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UAE Firm to Build Large Solar Power
Plant In Armenia

YEREVAN — An Abu Dhabi-
based company will invest $174 mil-
lion to build Armenia’s first massive
solar power plant, it was announced
on Tuesday.

The Armenian National Interests
Fund (ANIF) said the Abu Dhabi Fu-
ture Energy Company, also known as
Masdar, has won an international ten-
der for the construction of the 200-
megawatt facility.

The plant will be located near
Talin, a smalltown 67 kilometers north-
west of Yerevan, and cover 500 hect-
ares of land, the ANIF said in a state-
ment. It will be 85 percent owned by
Masdar, added the state agency tasked
with attracting foreign investment in
Armenia.

The statement quoted the head of
the ANIF, David Papazyan, as saying
that the project will mark the “largest
single foreign investment in green en-
ergy in the region.” “From chairman
down, we have worked very hard to
finalize this deal,” he said.

“Thisis a vital stage in Armenia’s
clean energy journey: low-cost solar
energy will help power new industries,
generate jobs and set the country on
the path to a prosperous and truly
sustainable future,” Masdar’s chief
executive, Mohamed Jameel Al Ramahi,
said for his part.

The Armenian government called
the tender after the ANIF and Masdar
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Joint Agreement for the Development of Renewable Energy Projects in the Republic of Armenia

Masdar @

signeda “joint development agreement”
in Abu Dhabi in November 2019. The
ANIF said in December 2020 that the
Emirati firm will compete with Russia’s
Gazprom and China’s Hydro Power
for the right to build the plant by end of
the 2023.

Masdar claims to have already
invested at least $8.5 billion in renew-
able energy projects in the United Arab
Emirates and abroad.

The company expressed readi-
ness in 2019 to build two large solar
plants in Armenia with a combined
capacity of 400 megawatts. They
would nearly match the design capac-
ity of the Metsamor nuclear plant gen-
erating more than one-third of the
South Caucasus country’s electricity.

The ANIF said on Tuesday that
“further discussions are underway”
on the construction of the second
plant proposed by Masdar.

The first Armenian solar power
plant with a capacity of just 0.5 mega-
watts went on stream in September
2017. Six other small facilities were
connected to the national power grid
by November 2018. Armenian private
firms began building several more so-
lar plants in the following months.

A much larger, 55-megawatt facil-
ity is due to be built by a Spanish renew-
able energy firm. The $50 million project
is mostly financed from a World Bank
grant allocated to Armenia in 2015.

The European Union to Allocate

Continued frompage 1

Armenia’s long-term socio-economic
recovery.

In this regard, according to the
document, priority will be given to
entrepreneurs who work with nature-
saving technologies, especially in the
regions, as well as businesses run by
women.

The second project envisages
supporting the socio-economic devel-
opment of Armenia, emphasizing that
one of the priorities of Armenia’s na-
tional agenda is the operation of the
North-South corridor, which will pro-
vide access to international trade routes
and markets.

“Improving transport infrastruc-
ture will allow closer ties between the
regions, as well as Armenia’s connec-
tion with neighboring countries and
the European Union,” the European
Commission said. “EU investment in
this area will focus on the as-yet unde-
veloped sections of the North-South

highway, including the Sisian-Kajaran
road.” It is planned to allocate 600
million euros for the implementation of
this project, which will be allocated for
the construction of a new Sisian-
Kajaran tunnel in the south.

The third landmark program pro-
vides support for innovative technolo-
gies and science. “Armenia has a strong
information potential, the sector has
grown by about 20% in recent years,
but additional support is needed to
reveal its full potential. The EU used to
support e-government, but now new
investments are needed to expand those
services to regional and local levels. In
total, up to 300 million euros are
planned for this purpose. ”

The fourth direction envisages
supporting the strengthening of devel-
opment in the southern regions of
Armenia. “The Syunik region in par-
ticular needs support,” the report said,
noting that the region has already had
problems due to underdeveloped infra-
structure, and has recently been hit by
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Prosecutors Seek First Seizures of
Illegal Assets of Former Officials

YEREVAN -- Armenian prosecu-
tors are poised to ask courts to allow
the confiscation of expensive proper-
ties and other assets of three former
officials suspected of illegal enrich-
ment.

A confiscation law enacted by
the Armenian government last year
allows prosecutors to seek asset for-
feiture in case of having “sufficient
grounds to suspect” that the market
value of an individual’s properties ex-
ceeds their “legal income” by at least
50 million drams ($100,000).

Courts can allow the confisca-
tion of such assets even if their owners
are not found guilty of corruption or
other criminal offenses. The latter will
have to prove the legality of their hold-
ings.

The process is handled by a
special division formed within
Armenia’s Office of the Prosecutor-
General last September.

A spokesman for the law-en-
forcement agency, Gor Abrahamyan,
told RFE/RL’s Armenian Service on
Thursday that the division has investi-
gated more than 200 individuals and
believes that at least four of them had
illegally enriched themselves and their
families.

Abrahamyan said the prosecu-
tors have secured court decisions to
freeze their assets worth a combined 6
billion drams ($12 million). Those in-
clude 20 properties and cash, he said.

The suspects are Vladimir
Gasparyan, a former chief of the Ar-
menian police, fugitive former Envi-
ronment Minister Aram Harutiunyan

as well as a retired National Security
Service officer and his son.

Abrahamyan said Gasparyan has
already visited the prosecutors’ head-
quarters in Yerevan to familiarize him-
self with details of investigators’ claims
about the legality of properties owned
by him, his wife, two children and
mother-in-law.

A lawyer for Gasparyan declined
to say whether the once influential
police general will plead guilty to the
corruption accusations.

The law in question allows an
out-of-court settlement of such cases
which would require suspects to hand
over 25 percent of their assets to the
state.

In Abrahamyan’s words, the
prosecutors’ will take court action if
the suspects refuse such a settlement
in the coming weeks.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
has repeatedly portrayed the law on
asset forfeiture as a major anti-corrup-
tion measure that will help his admin-
istration recover wealth stolen from
the people. Pashinyan has indicated his
intention to use it against Armenia’s
former leaders and their cronies.

One former official, who used to
run the Armenian customs service,
decided to “donate” a luxury hotel
belonging to his family to the govern-
ment in late 2018 to avoid prosecution
on charges of illegal entrepreneurship
and money laundering. The govern-
ment has repeatedly failed to auction
off the property which was valued at
$15.8 million before the coronavirus
pandemic.

the war and displaced people need
education.

“Following progress achieved in
the northern regions of Armenia, the
European Union will invest in strength-
ening the sustainable socio-economic
development of Syunik. Priority areas
may include housing, infrastructure,
tourism, agriculture, education,
healthcare, renewable energy, and sup-
port for local small and medium-sized
businesses. ” For this purpose, it is
planned to provide 80 million euros.

The last, fifth direction refers to
the capital, particularly the green
Yerevan. “Improving the quality of
human life and improving air quality in
Yerevan requires addressing waste
management and energy efficiency,”
the European Commission said in the
statement, adding that the European
Union was ready to invest in a “smart
city” package. In this context, it is

planned to support the “import of green
buses”, which will do less damage to the
environment of the capital, will improve
and modernize public transport.

The agenda also includes improv-
ing the quality of life, including a num-
ber of programs aimed at waste man-
agement and waste treatment in
Yerevan. In total, up to 120 million
euros will be allocated for the imple-
mentation of these goals.

“We want to set an agenda that
responds to today’s unprecedented
challenges and opportunities, while at
the same time being viable in the fu-
ture,” said EU High Representative for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
Josep Borrell. “All our initiatives will
continue to be supported by democ-
racy, good governance, the rule of
law, which are so important to achieve
positive, concrete results in our coop-
eration.”
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Legendary Duduk Master Jivan Gasparyan
Has Died Aged 92

YEREVAN — Jivan Gasparyan,
one of Armenia’s most celebrated
musicians and composers, has passed
away at the age of 92.

Writing on social media, his
grandson said: “The world suffered an
unimaginable loss this night. It is with
deep sorrow I inform you about this
huge loss. Rest in peace and may the
Lord keep your soul in lights.”

Born in the village of Solak, Ar-
menia to parents from Mush, now in
Turkey, Gasparyan started to play
duduk when he was six. In 1948, he
became a soloist of the Armenian Song
and Dance Popular Ensemble and the
Yerevan Philharmonic Orchestra.

He has won four medals at
UNESCO worldwide competitions
(1959, 1962, 1973, and 1980). In 1973
Gasparyan was awarded the honorary
title People’s Artist of Armenia. In
2002, hereceivedthe WOMEX (World
Music Expo) Lifetime Achievement
Award. He is a Honorary citizen of
Yerevan.

A professor at the Yerevan State
Musical Conservatory, he instructed and
nurtured many performers to profes-
sional levels of performance in duduk.

In 1998 he released an album
with a unique duduk quartet he formed.
Creating arrangements for four musi-
cians with “new duduk tones, alto and
bass, was an extremely difficult task”
and challenge, but the quartet did be-
come a reality performing and “there is
no other like it in the world”, he wit-
nessed in the lines notes of Nazeli.

He has toured the world several
times with a small ensemble playing
Armenian folk music. His music has
been chosen on the soundtrack of
several international films.

He has collaborated with many
artists, such as Sting, Peter Gabriel,
Hossein Alizade, Michael Brook, Lionel
Richi, Hans Zimmer and many others.

He also recorded with the Kronos
Quartet and the Los Angeles Philhar-
monic.

Gasparyan played as part of the
Armenian entry “Apricot Stone” by
Eva Rivas at the 2010 Eurovision Song
Contest in Oslo and became the oldest
ever person to feature in a Eurovision
Song Contest performance, but was
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not officially listed as a guest artist.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan,
and President Armen Sarkissian have
offered condolences over the passing
of world famous duduk player Jivan
Gasparyan.

“] was deeply grieved to learn
about the demise of world famous
duduk player Jivan Gasparyan.
Throughout his career, the renowned
Master spread the glory of the Arme-
nian duduk across the globe, perform-
ing on many reputable stages, present-
ing the sounds of Armenian music in
films, cooperating with popular com-
posers and internationally acclaimed
musicians,” Nikol Pashinyan said in a
message.

“Our nation and the world mu-
sic community considered Jivan
Gasparyan an exceptional Arme-
nian intellectual and ranked him
among the Greats of the world art;
we were proud and inspired by
him,” Pashinyan added.

“His art, the emotional melodies
that flow from the depths of the soul,
have long since crossed all the bound-
aries of reality and crossed the line of
eternity,” President Armen Sarkissian
said of Jivan Gasparyan.

“With his unique mastery of the
magic flute, Jivan Gasparyan took our
folk music to the international stage,
world stages, world cinema, making
our national culture accessible and
understandable to foreign audiences,”
the President added.

Armenia Criticizes CSTO Secretary General

Continued frompage 1

Azerbaijani troop movements violated
Armenia’s territorial integrity. He also
argued that one Armenian soldier was
killed and six others captured by
Azerbaijani troops in late May.

“The CSTO is obliged to react to
not only a direct aggression or hostili-
ties but also to threats to a CSTO
member state’s territorial integrity,
sovereignty and security,” Rubinyan
told RFE/RL’s Armenian Service on
Sunday. “I believe nobody can dispute
the fact that the existing situation on
our borders fully corresponds to Ar-
ticle 2.”

“We will continue to work with
our CSTO partners in this direction
and I think that representatives of our
relevant agency will be in touch with

our partners in the coming days,” he
said.

Armen Grigoryan, the secretary
of Armenia’s Security Council, spoke
with Zas by phone on Monday.
Grigoryan was cited by his office as
expressing concern over the Belarusian
official’s comments and saying that
the border standoff is not a mere “in-
cident” because Azerbaijan is occupy-
ing Armenian territory in an attempt to
annex it.

Taking into account that the ac-
tions of the Azerbaijani side are an
obvious attempt to occupy a part of
the sovereign territory of the Republic
of Armenia, Armen Grigoryan once
again stressed that it is necessary to
show restraint in the negotiations at
the level of the CSTO Secretariat in
order not to jeopardize constructive
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Rev. Dr. John J. Markarian
Founding President of Haigazian University
Passes Away at 104

PARAMUS,NJ —Rev. Dr. John
J. Markarian, the Founding Presi-
dent of Haigazian University of
Beirut, has passed away, he was
104 years old.

“Although Dr. Markarian has
physically imparted from this earth, he
remains a shining star in the field of
higher education and the history of the
Armenian Missionary Association of
America. As thousands of Haigazian
University students mourn his loss, we
praise God for generations of Haigazian
graduates who have illuminated the
skies of humanity and brilliantly served
their respective communities around
the globe.” Zaven Khanjian, AMAA
Executive Director/CEO

The Rev. Dr. John J. Markarian,
of West Pittston, died June 29, 2021.
He celebrated his 104th birthday on
June 7.

He was born in Windham, N.Y .,
a son of the late Jacob and Dora (Euth)
Markarian. He was a graduate of
Lafayette College and Princeton Divin-
ity School. He later served on the
faculty at Lafayette College. He was an
ordained Presbyterian minister and
earned a Doctor of Philosophy Degree
in Theology from Drew University.
The Rev. Dr. Markarian was the found-
ing president of Haigazian University
in Beirut, Lebanon. An account of his
years there is relayed in his memoir,
“The Thirsty Enemy.” He and his wife,
Inge, later moved to California and
eventually to West Pittston where they

resided for the last 34 years.

He leaves his wife, Inge, of 47
years; his daughter, Joanne Kubler, of
Los Angeles; his grandson, Michael
Kubler and his wife Kathryn, and his
great-grandchildren, Gabriel and Ari,
of Sydney, Australia.

A celebration of Rev. Dr.
Markarian’s life will be held at a later
date.

Memorial donations can be made
online via the following link: Memorial
Donations—Rev. Dr. JohnJ. Markarian
or sent to the Armenian Missionary
Association of America (AMAA) 31
W. Century Rd., Paramus, NJ 07652.
(Please include a memo on check: Rev.
Dr. John Markarian Memorial.)

Donations will benefit the Rev.
Dr. John J. Markarian Scholarship
Fund designated to Haigazian Univer-
sity in Beirut, Lebanon.

Armenian American Museum
Groundbreaking Ceremony on July 11

GLENDALE — The Armenian
American Museum has announced that
the highly anticipated Groundbreaking
Ceremony of the landmark center will
now be open for in-person attendees to
join the celebration following the State
of California’s updated public health
guidelines for outdoor gatherings.

The historic Groundbreaking
Ceremony of the Armenian American
Museum will be held on Sunday, July
11, 2021 from 5:00PM to 7:00PM
PST. The event is open to the public.
All are invited to join the event by
attending in-person or watching the
live international broadcast via televi-
sion, social media, and streaming chan-
nels.

“We are thrilled to have the op-
portunity to invite the public to join us
by attending in-person or watching the
live broadcast,” stated Executive Chair-
man Berdj Karapetian. “We look for-
ward to celebrating this major mile-
stone with friends and supporters
across the country and around the
world.”

The Groundbreaking Ceremony
will be held outdoors at the future site
of the museum in Central Park at 151
E. Colorado St., Glendale, CA 91205.
Limited seating and refreshments will
be provided for in-person attendees.

ARMEMIARN
AMERICAN
MUSELN

GROUNDEBREAKING
CEREMONY

Ly 2021

SUNDAY, JULY 11, 2021

5:00PM TO 7:00PM PST

JOIN IN-PERSON
CENTRAL PARK 151 EAST COLORADO STREET, GLENDALE, CA 91205

WATCH
LIVE AST BEGINS OPM FST

GEE & YouTube (=]

To register and reserve seating,
www.ArmenianAmericanMuseum.org
or call the museum office at (818)
351-3554.

Public parking will beavailable at
the Marketplace Parking Structure at
120 S. Artsakh Ave., Glendale, CA
91205. The first 90 minutes are free of
charge with no validation. The parking
structure is within walking distance of
the ceremony site.

The Groundbreaking Ceremony
will be broadcasted live from Central
Park to a worldwide audience. The live
broadcast will be available on Facebook
Live, YouTube Live, Horizon TV, and
GTV6. The Live Show begins at
4:30PM PST.

efforts to resolve the situation.
Grigoryan also told Zas that the
CSTO Secretariat in Moscow should

send a fact-finding mission to Armenia
that would look into the situation on
the ground.
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