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EU’s Charles Michel Reaffirms Continued
Support for Armenia in Achieving Prosperity,

Stability

and Security
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YEREVAN — European Council
President Charles Michel reaffirmed
on Saturday the European Union’s
pledge to provide Armenia with up to
2.6 billion euros ($3.1 billion) in eco-
nomic assistance and investments over

the next five years.

Visiting Yerevan, Michel said the
“unprecedented financial package” is
designed to help the Armenian govern-
ment continue “democratic reforms”
and improve the socioeconomic situa-
tion in the country.

The hefty sum is part of an “eco-
nomic and investment plan” drafted by
the European Commission for six ex-
Soviet republics covered by the EU’s

Eastern Partnership program.

The EU’s executive body said
earlier this month that it has asked the
bloc’s 27 member states to approve
the plan, potentially worth 17 billion
euros in “public and private invest-
ments,” at an Eastern Partnership sum-
mit slated for December.

The commission is specifically
seeking 1.6 billion euros ($1.9 billion)
in EU grants, loans and loan guaran-
tees for five “flagshipinitiatives” drawn
up by it for Armenia. That includes up
to 500 million euros in funding for
some 30,000 small and medium-sized

Continued onpage 4

U.S. Reaffirms Support for ‘Lasting’
Karabakh Settlement

WASHINGTON, DC — The
United States has pledged to continue
to seek a peaceful resolution of the
Nagorno-Karabakh together with Rus-
sia and France, the two other co-
chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group.

In written comments to VOA’s
Armenian Service, the State Depart-
ment reaffirmed U.S. support for “the
Minsk Group Co-Chairs process.” It
said Washington remains committed
to helping Armenia and Azerbaijan
achieve a “lasting settlement to the
conflict” based on the principles of
territorial integrity of states, people’s
right to self-determination, and non-
use of force.

The three principles have been at
the heart of peace proposals jointly
made by the U.S., Russian and French
mediators since 2007.

The Karabakh conflict was on
the agenda of U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken’s talks with French
Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian
held in Washington on Tuesday. Le
Drian said they discussed “our joint
action as co-chairs of the Minsk Group
to help achieve lasting peace between
Armenia and Azerbaijan.”

Blinken also discussed the con-

flict with Armenian Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan in a phone call on
Tuesday.

“The Secretary highlighted U.S.
support for the Minsk Group Co-
Chairs process aimed at a lasting po-
litical settlement to the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict,” said a State De-
partment spokesman. “He encouraged
Armenia to engage constructively at
the OSCE.”

Azerbaijani President Ilham
Aliyev again insisted on Wednesday
that Baku “unilaterally” resolved the
Karabakh dispute with its victory in
the six-week war stopped by a Rus-
sian-brokered ceasefire last Novem-
ber. He said claims to the contrary are
“wrong and risky.”

Pashinyan dismissed Aliyev’s
claims on Thursday, pointing to a joint
statement issued in April by the U.S.,
Russianand French diplomats co-head-
ing the Minsk Group.

The statement urged Baku and
Yerevan to resume high-level negotia-
tions on a “comprehensive and sus-
tainable” settlement. It said the media-
tors “reiterate their proposal to orga-
nize direct bilateral consultations un-
der their auspices.”

Constitutional Court Upholds
CEC Decision on Election Results

YEREVAN --The Constitutional
Court of Armenia ruled to leave un-
changed the decision of the Central
Election Commission of June 27 on
summing up the election results.

The decision was announced
Saturday evening at a public hearing
by the President of the Court Arman
Dilanyan. The decision is final and
comes into force upon publication.

The full text of the decision will
be published on the website of the
Constitutional Court within three days
as defined by law and will be delivered
to the parties.

According to the final results of
the CEC, the Civil Contract party of
the acting Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan received 53.91% of the vote
in the early elections, the Hayastan
bloc of ex-President Robert Kocharian
- 21.09%, and the one associated with
ex-President Serzh Sargsyan I have

the honor block - 5.22%. All three
forces will have factions in parliament.
"Hayastan" and "I Have the
Honor" Blocks, as well as "Zartonk"
and "Hayots Hayrenik" parties con-
tested the election results in the Con-
stitutional Court. The COP consoli-
dated all four applications for consid-
eration under one process, which be-
gan on 9 July and lasted six days.
The Central Election Commis-
sion participated in the trial as a defen-
dant, while the prosecutor's office,
police and the Commission on Televi-
sion and Radio were co-defendants.
The Civil Contract party, on its
own application, was involved as a
third party.
Citing a complex legal formula, the
CEC has given 71 parliament seats to
Civil Contract, compared with 29 and 7
seats to be held by "Hayastan" and "I
Have the Honor" Blocks respectively.

ACA Encourages Thorough Examination
of Jeff Flake’s Nomination to Serve as
US Ambassador to Turkey

The Armenian Council of America
encourages the US Senate’s Commit-
tee on Foreign Relations to thoroughly
examine former U.S. Senator Jeff
Flake’s nomination as US Ambassador
to Turkey.

On July 14, US President Joe
Biden nominated Republican former
US Senator Jeff Flake as Ambassador
to Turkey. During his tenure, he was a
persistent ally of Ankara’s campaign
of Armenian Genocide denial. Flake
consistently opposed bipartisan Con-
gressional efforts to recognize the Ar-
menian Genocide. In 2005, 2007 and
2010, as a member of the US House of
Representatives, Flake voted against
measures on the Armenian Genocide
pending before the House International
Relations Committee. In 2014, Flake
was one of only five US Senators to
oppose an Armenian Genocide resolu-
tion advanced in the US Senate’s Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations by its
Chairman, Robert Menendez (D-NJ).

“We are deeply dismayed by the
recent nomination of Senator Flake,

who has arecord of appeasing Ankara’s
propaganda machine of genocide de-
nial,” Armenian Council of America
Chair Sevak Khatchadorian said. “At
this juncture, as the US Administration
has officially re-affirmed the history
of the Armenian Genocide, it is perti-
nent the next United States Ambassa-
dor to Turkey have a record of moral
integrity, espousing frankness and
honesty amid US-Turkey relations.”
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Pashinyan Accuses Azerbaijan of Provoking
Renewed Clashes in Karabakh

YEREVAN -- Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan accused Azerbaijan
on Saturday of avoiding peace talks
with Armenia and planning instead to
provoke renewed fighting in the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict zone.

"The use of force and massive
crimes cannot resolve the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict, as its settlement is
possible only through negotiations
within the only format - the interna-
tionally mandated co-chairmanship of
the OSCE Minsk Group," Pashinyan
said on Saturday in Yerevan at a joint
press conference with European Coun-
cil President Charles Michel.

“Armenia is prepared for the re-
sumption of negotiations but there has
been no reaction from Azerbaijan,”
Pashinyan said after talks with visiting
European Council President Charles
Michel.

“And according to information
obtained from unofficial sources,
Azerbaijan is intent on provoking new
military clashes in Karabakh and along
the Armenian-Azerbaijani border. We
are now seeing manifestations of that
at a Nakhichevan section of the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani border,” he tolda joint
news conference with Michel.

Pashinyanreferred torecent days’
shootouts between Armenian and

Azerbaijani forces deployed near an
Armenian village bordering Azerbaijan’s
Nakhichevan exclave. One Armenian
soldier was killed there on Wednesday.

The Armenian military said
Azerbaijani troops again opened fire on
Friday at its border posts in the area
about 70 kilometers south of Yerevan.

Pashinyan also called for imme-
diate return without preconditions of
the Armenian prisoners of war, hos-
tages and other persons held in
Azerbaijan as required by international
humanitarian law, as well as the tripar-
tite statement of November 9, 2020.

"I want to emphasize that
Azerbaijan's failure to return prisoners
of war, hostages and other detainees is
not the only case of its violation of the
trilateral statement of November 9,"
Pashinyan stressed.

In turn, Michel declared the EU's
readiness to assist the OSCE Minsk
Group and called for avoiding aggres-
sive rhetoric.

"As for the prisoners of war
held by Azerbaijan, in recent weeks
the European Union discussed this
issue and the question of minefields
with other partners. We hope that it
will be possible to move responsibly
and positively on this issue," Michel
said.

ANIF and Air Arabia to Launch Armenia’s
New National Airline

AirArabia

AirArabia

YEREVAN (Arka) -- The Arme-
nian National Interests Fund (ANIF)
and Air Arabia, the Middle East and
North Africa’s first and largest low-
cost carrier (LCC) operator, today
announced the signing of an agree-
ment to launch Armenia’s new na-
tional airline.

The agreement will see the estab-
lishment of an independent joint ven-
ture company that will operate as a
low-cost passenger airline with
Yerevan’s Zvartnots International Air-
port (EVN) as its base.

The announcement was made fol-
lowing a signing ceremony and a press
conference held Wednesday at
Yerevan’s Zvartnots International Air-
port and attended by Tigran Avinyan,
Deputy Prime Minister of Armenia and
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Mohammed Al
Thani, Chairman of Air Arabia.

The new national airline will serve
the strategic vision of Armenia’s fast-
growing travel and tourism sector as
well as contribute to the country’s
economic growth, while providing Ar-
menians with a reliable and value for

money air travel.

David Papazian, Chief Executive
Officer of ANIF, said: “We are excited
to launch a new national low-cost
carrier for Armenia that will contribute
significant value to the economy and
energise our travel and tourism sector.
This builds on our commitment to
partner with top global entities on trans-
formational projects that catalyse our
crucial economic sectors. Air Arabia
has a well- established track-record in
launching and operating successful
LCCs, and its knowhow will be a
differentiating strength of the new air-
line.”

Adel Al Ali, Group CEO of Air
Arabia, said: “We are delighted at Air
Arabia Group to partner with ANIF on
this joint venture to launch Armenia’s
new national low-cost carrier. We see
tremendous potential for Armenia in
building its airline sector, which will
add sustained value to the economy
through job creation and the develop-
ment of travel and tourism sector. We

Continued onpage 4

Intense Gunfire Reported on Armenia’s
Border with Nakhichevan

YEREVAN— The Armenian mili-
tary accused Azerbaijani forces of again
opening fire on Monday evening at its
positions along a section of Armenia’s
border with Azerbaijan where deadly
fighting was reported last week.

The Defense Ministryin Yerevan
said its troops deployed outside the
village of Yeraskh bordering
Azerbaijan’s Nakhichevan exclave
came under heavy gunfire after two
days ofrelative calm. It said no Arme-
nian soldiers were killed or wounded
in the resulting “intensive shootout.”

A ministry statement warned that
continued Azerbaijani truce violations
would meet with a “tough reaction”
fromthe Armenian side. “Azerbaijan’s
military-political leadership bears full
responsibility for the escalation of the
situation,” it said.

Both sides reported last week
fighting in the area about 70 kilometers
south of Yerevan. One Armenian sol-
dier was killed there on Wednesday as
a result of an Azerbaijani attempt to
move closer to an Armenian border
post.

Varuzhan Nersesyan Appointed Armenia’s
Ambassador to UK

YEREVAN — President of Ar-
menia Armen Sarkissian signed a de-
cree on appointing Varuzhan Nersesyan
Ambassador of Armenia to the United
Kingdom and Northern Ireland, the
Presidential Office reports.

Varuzhan Nersesyan has been
appointed Ambassador to UK for a
three-year term (residence in London).

According to the President’s an-
other decree, Varuzhan Nersesyan has
been relieved from the position of
Armenia’s Ambassador to the United
States.

Varuzhan Nersesyan was Ap-
pointed Ambassador of Armenia to the
United States of America as Ambassa-
dor Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
in 2018. Previously, he served as As-
sistant to the Prime-Minister of the
Republic of Armenia, as well as Deputy
Chief of Mission at the Embassy of the
Republic of Armenia in Washington
DC. Before that, he was the Head of
the External Relations Department at
the National Assembly of the Republic
of Armenia, Head of the OSCE Divi-
sion at the European Department at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Re-

public of Armenia, Head of the Con-
ventional Arms Control Division at the
Arms Control and International Secu-
rity Department at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Armenia, alongside other prestigious
postings.

He received the Medal of “Mkhitar
Gosh” by the Decree of the President
of the Republic of Armenia.

He is a graduate of the Fletcher
School of Law and Diplomacy, and
holds a Masters in Public Administra-
tion from the The Public Administration
Academy of the Republic of Armenia.

New Website Presents Azerbaijan’s War Crimes

YEREVAN (Armradio) — New
website presents Azerbaijan’s war
crimes during and after 2020 Artsakh
War — Public Radio of Armenia

The Public Relations and Infor-
mation Center of the Office of the
Prime Minister of the Republic of Ar-
menia has launched a new website
called “War Crimes of Azerbaijan.”

The website presents factual data
on war crimes committed by
Azerbaijan, the destruction of Arme-
nian cultural monuments in Artsakh
during the aggression against Artsakh

unleashed in fall 2021 and after the end
of hostilities.

The website in three languages
(Armenian, Russian and English) con-
sists of the following main sections:

War crimes - Prisoners of war -
Cultural genocide - Hate speech - Mer-
cenaries (involvement of Syrian ter-
rorists in the war and Turkey’s role) -
Reports (international and local)

The information presented on the
website is disseminated in English and
Russian on Twitter, Facebook and
Telegram.
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The Armenian Consulate General
in Los Angeles Established Bonds of
Cooperation With the State Of Utah
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SALT LAKE CITY - The first
official visit of Ambassador Armen
Baibourtian, Consul General of Arme-
nia in Los Angeles to the State of Utah
started with a meeting with the Arme-
nian community in Arbat hall on July
12. The Consul General spoke about
practical mechanisms and programs
to build institutional relationships be-
tween the Utah Armenian community
numbering two thousand and the Con-
sulate General of Armenia in Los An-
geles, thus bridging the community
with Armenia. Ambassador Baibourtian
expressed his gratitude to the commu-
nity representatives for their humani-
tarian support efforts to Artsakh and
Armenia during the last year’s 44-day
war. On behalf of the Consulate Gen-
eral of Armenia, he presented a Certifi-
cate of Appreciation to Ohannes Hovig
Megerdichian, Parish Council Chair of
the Armenian Apostolic Church of Salt
Lake City, for his contribution to the
organization of the Armenian leg of the
visit and his leadership within the com-
munity.

On June 13, the Consul General
visited Weber State University in
Ogden, Utah. Ambassador Baibourtian
had meetings with President of Weber
State University Brad Mortensen, Pro-
vost and Vice President of Academic
Affairs Ravi Krovi, Dean and Senior
International Officer Yimin Wang, Dean
of the College of Health Professions
Yasmen Simonian, and the initiative
group of the prospective Department
of Peace and Development. Several
important items in the agenda of estab-
lishing partnership with the universi-
ties in Armenia were discussed and
agreed upon, particularly about launch-
ing of Study Abroad program for We-
ber State students in Armenia, orga-
nizing a partnership promotion event
in Los Angeles, etc. The meeting with
Dean Simonian and all the Department
Chairs of the Dumke College of Health
Professions focused on establishing
partnership with Yerevan State Medi-
cal University.

The Utah Chair of the Armenian
Assembly of Armenia Narine Sarkissian
hosted a dinner in honor of Ambassa-
dor Baibourtian with numerous invitees
from the Armenian community.

On July 14, Ambassador
Baibourtian was received by Hon.
Deidre Henderson, Lt. Governor of
the State of Utah in the Gold Room of
the State Capitol. The interlocutors

discussed prospects for multifaceted
cooperation between Armenia and
Utah. The Consul General requested
the support of the Lt. Governor in
addressing certain needs of the local
Armenian community.

Ambassador Baibourtian visited
Brigham Young University (BYU) in
Provo and had a working lunch with
the leadership of the Kennedy Center
for International Studies and profes-
sors of Political Science and Interna-
tional Relations.

They had an in-depth discussion
on the state of affairs in the South
Caucasus. He also visited Utah Valley
University and was hosted by the Chief
International Officer Baldomero Lago.
They discussed the international diplo-
matic conference being organized by
the latter.

OnJuly 15, a business roundtable
titled “Utah - Armenia: Trade and In-
vestment Opportunities” took place. It
was organized by the World Trade
Center Utah, Governor’s Office of
Economic Development, and the Salt
Lake Chamber. Prior to the business
roundtable, Ambassador Baibourtian
had a meeting with Miles Hansen, Presi-
dent & CEO ofthe World Trade Center
Utah. They discussed avenues of fur-
ther cooperation and systematic fol-
low-up aimed at generating business
interactions between Armenia and
Utah. Ryan Starks, Managing Direc-
tor of Business Services of the Utah
Governor’s Office of Economic Op-
portunity and David Carlebach, Vice
President for International Investment
of the World Trade Center Utah wel-
comed the participants. Franz Kolb,
Director for International Trade, Di-
plomacy and Protocol of the Utah
Governor’s Office of Economic Op-
portunity presented the State of Utah
from business perspective. Subse-
quently, Ambassador Armen Baibourtian
delivered a presentation on Armenia
highlighting the comparative advantages
of doing business in Armenia and the
potential of Armenian high-tech com-
panies to access the Utah market. He
also answered the questions of partici-
pants. Utah State Senator Kirk
Cullimore, the Majority Assistant Whip
in the Senate, attended this event.

The Consul General also visited
the Humanitarian Center in Salt Lake
City and was hosted for an official
dinner in his honor by the leaders of the
LDS Church.

2021 Aurora Humanitarians Announced

YEREVAN -- The Aurora Hu-
manitarian Initiative has revealed the
names of five 2021 Aurora Humanitar-
ians, chosen by the Aurora Prize Se-
lection Committee for their courage,
commitment and impact. The an-
nouncement was made today at the
Matenadaran, the national repository
of ancient manuscripts located in
Yerevan, Armenia. During this special
event, the attendees also paid tribute to
the great scholar and philanthropist
Vartan Gregorian, Co-Founder of the
Aurora Humanitarian Initiative and
member of the Aurora Prize Selection
Committee, who passed away a few
days ago. In accordance with the tra-
dition, the names of the 2021 Aurora
Humanitarians have been inscribed in
the Chronicles of Aurora, a unique
21st century manuscript containing
the depictions of the Aurora Humani-
tarian Initiative activities.

One of the Humanitarians will
become the 2021 Aurora Prize Laure-
ate and will receive an opportunity to
continue the cycle of giving by sharing
a $1,000,000 award with the organiza-
tions that help people in need. The
2021 Aurora Humanitarians are:

Grégoire Ahongbonon (Cote
d'Ivoire), founder of the St Camille
Association, which helps people in
West Africa suffering from mental
illness and seeks to end the inhumane
local practice of keeping themin chains.
Mr. Ahongbonon has nominated three
organizations that promote international
solidarity and support people with in-
tellectual disabilities and mental ill-
nesses: CREDIL (Lanaudiére’s Re-
gional Committee on Education for
International Development), L'Arche
Canada Foundation, and St Camille
Association.

Ruby Alba Castafio (Colom-
bia), a human rights activist and
founder of ASOCATDAME (Meta
Association for Peasants, Rural Work-
ers and Defenders of the Environ-
ment) who works to protect the rights
of thousands of Colombian peasants
that are subjected to persecution, forced
disappearances and displacement. Ms.
Castafio has nominated three organiza-
tions that advocate for the rights of the
peasant and impoverished communi-
ties in Colombia: ASOCATDAME,
Claretian Corporation Norman Pérez
Bello (CCNPB), and National Federa-
tion of Agricultural Unions
(FENSUAGRO).

Paul Farmer (USA), a medical
anthropologist, professor at Harvard
Medical School, co-founder and chief
strategist of Partners In Health (PIH),
an international non-profit organization
that brings the benefits of modern medi-
cal science to those who need it the
most. Dr. Farmer has nominated two
organizations that deliver healthcare to
the world’s poorest communities and
build a global movement of social medi-
cine educators and practitioners: Part-

ners In Health and Equal Health.

Julienne Lusenge (Democratic
Republic of the Congo), a human
rights defender, co-founder of
Women's Solidarity for Inclusive Peace
and Development (SOFEPADI) and
Fund for Congolese Women (FFC),
who has been helping the victims of
wartime sexual violence for years. Ms.
Lusenge has nominated three organi-
zations that support grassroots
women’s organizations, empower sur-
vivors of gender-based violence and
reintegrate internally displaced persons:
Fund for Congolese Women, League
for Congolese Solidarity and Associa-
tion of Mothers for Development and
Peace.

Ashwaq Moharram (Yemen),
a physician who provides life-saving
support to the starving population of
Hodeida, facing a humanitarian crisis
in the aftermath of conflict and block-
ade. Dr. Moharram has nominated two
organizations that protect the future of
children and provide free healthcare
services to the people affected by the
ongoing conflict in Yemen: Save the
Children and Doctors Without Bor-
ders.

“It is a great honor to have the
opportunity to recognize these distin-
guished men and women from all over
the world. The 2021 Aurora Humani-
tarians are individuals who truly be-
lieve in the basic human rights and
have dedicated their lives to helping
people in areas of adversity. They are
also recognized for the huge impact
that even one individual can have by
helping thousands and, most impor-
tantly, inspiring millions at the same
time,” said Lord Ara Darzi, Chair of
the Aurora Prize Selection Committee.

“The outstanding accomplish-
ments of the 2021 Aurora Humanitar-
ians show their unyielding willingness
to act in response to the needs of
people around them. Aurora believes
deeply in the power of humanity to
improve and save lives and has come
up with the concept of “Gratitude in
Action” that describes the human spirit
that can motivate humanitarian activ-
ism. The heroes we are honoring today
are the role models the world needs
now more than ever before,” noted
Marguerite Barankitse, founder of
Maison Shalom and REMA Hospital
and the inaugural Aurora Prize Laure-
ate.

At the event, the Aurora Humani-
tarian Initiative also officially an-
nounced the opening of the nomination
period for the 2022 Aurora Prize and
encouraged everyone to put forward
inspiring modern-day heroes. Earlier
that day, Aurora representatives had
commemorated the Armenian Geno-
cide by attending a flower-laying cer-
emony at the Tsitsernakaberd memo-
rial in Yerevan, Armenia, dedicated to
the victims of the first genocide of the
20th century.
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Schiff Secures $950,000 for
Armenian-American Museum in Upcoming
Government Funding Legislation

GLENDALE—Today, Rep. Adam
Schiff (D-Burbank), the Vice Chair of
the House Armenian Caucus, an-
nounced that the fiscal year 2022 fed-
eral government funding legislation will
include $950,000 in funding to support
construction and development of the
Armenian American Museum and Cul-
tural Center of California in downtown
Glendale.

“Armenian-Americans are an es-
sential part of the very fabric of our
nation — enriching our customs, tra-
ditions, and communities. Their story
is an American story, one of hope in
the face of hardship, of perseverance,
and of new beginnings. The Armenian
American Museum and Cultural Cen-
ter of California will ensure that story
gets told for generations come.” said
Schiff. “It’s an honor to work along-
side my Armenian-American constitu-
ents for recognition and justice. I am
thrilled that investment in this impor-
tant cultural center will be included in
the government funding package, and

ARMENIAN
AMERICAN
MUSEUM

I will continue to press forward to help
ensure its passage.”

Schiff spoke at the museum’s
groundbreaking ceremony.

The FY2022 appropriations bills
include more than $7.7 million in fund-
ing for ten local community projects
Schiff requested as Community
Projects. More information on those
projects can be found here.

Awardees of the Short Term Research Grants
for the Study of Nagorno-Karabakh

The Armenian Communities De-
partment launched a new scholarship
category in January 2021, the “Short
Term Research Grants for the Study
of Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh).” Part
of the broader Short Term Grants for
Armenian Studies, the goal of this new
category is to encourage researchers
to study topics related to contempo-
rary Karabakh, with particular empha-
sis on the post-1994 period and the
current crisis.

During the first application pe-
riod, from 1 March to 20 April, eigh-
teen applications from four countries
werereceived (Armenia, France, Leba-
non and USA). Due to the very high
quality of the proposals and the rel-
evance of the research topics, eight
candidates were selected in this round
to be awarded a grant. The diverse set
of research topics include: foreign
policy and security, international law,
cultural identity, gender inclusivity,

peace building, food security, and en-
vironmental issues entailing climate
security.

A total of € 30,000 was granted
to the following awardees:

Adrineh Gregorian (USA)

Dr. Albert Hayrapetyan (Armenia)

Armen Asryan (Armenia)

Dr. Carol Mann (France)

Gharib Harutyunyan (Armenia)

Dr. Igor Dorfmann-Lazarev
(France)

Dr. Ruben Elamiryan (Armenia)

Dr. Taline Papazian (France)

We congratulate all the awardees
and look forward to reading their work.

The second application period
for the “Short Term Research Grants
for the Study of Nagorno-Karabakh
(Artsakh)” will start on 1 July and run
until 31 August 2021.

For more information about the
requirements and conditions of the
programme visit the application page.
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Five Families Now Resettled Through the
Armenian Resettlement Coalition

TAVUSH -- Family, friends, and
fellow villagers joined the Armenian
Resettlement Coalition (ARC) partner
organizations as they cut the ribbon on
the fourth and fifth family’s new homes
in Nerkin Karmir Aghbyur. Local offi-
cials from both the village and the Berd
Consolidated Community welcomed
the Avetisyan and Ayvazyan families.
“We are so happy to have this inflow
of new students and young people into
our community,” said Nara Papyan,
Principal of the school in Nerkin Karmir
Aghbyur. “Our students and teachers
are very excited to welcome these new
students into our school and allow
them to benefit from the wonderful
resources available at our school.”

In the next month, two additional
families will be resettled into the village
and integrated into the village’s com-
munity and economic life through the
resettlement efforts of ARC. Follow-
ing this, ARC will beginresettling fami-
lies into the Geghargunik Region vil-
lage of Mets Masrik. By addressing the
critical issue of resettlement in a com-
plete and comprehensive manner,
ARC’s beneficiary families will have
the greatest chance for success in
their new communities. The budget
for one family resettlement is $37,500,
and ARC partners have committed a
total of $300,000 to resettle the first
eight families.

Focus on Children Now (FCN),
Sahman NGO, Teach For Armenia and
The Paros Foundation formed the Ar-
menian Resettlement Coalition (ARC)

to address the thousands of Armenian
families displaced from the Artsakh
war that wish to remain in Armenia
permanently. Each of ARC’s partner
organizations addresses and supports
an essential aspect of this complete
restart for these families in Armenia.

ARC Partner Organization
Responsibilities

The Paros Foundation is finan-
cially responsible for purchasing
homes, home renovations, and staff to
identify and screen families for re-
settlement. Sahman NGO will finance,
design and implement a significant
economic support effort to enable each
family to generate enough income to
care for their family successfully.
Focus on Children Now (FCN) will
completely furnish the family home,
including major appliances, and supple-
ment each family’s children with three-
month nutrition. In addition, FCN will
underwrite the tuition of any kinder-
garten-aged children to attend school
and secure the benefit of early educa-
tion. Teach For Armenia will provide
each school-aged child a computer
tablet and internet connection. In addi-
tion, Teach For Armenia’s Emergency
Education Program will work directly
with school leadership to provide addi-
tional educational and psychological
support for these children as part of
their community transition and inte-
gration. Coalition partners will offer
final approvals for each aspect of the
package for each family.

EU’s Charles Michel Reaffirms Continued Support

Continued frompage 1

enterprises and 600 million euros worth
of capital investments in the country’s
transport infrastructure.

EU Commissioner for Neighbor-
hood and Enlargement Oliver Varhelyi
announced in Yerevan on July 9 that
the EU will also raise an additional 1
billion euros for Armenia “together
with our international partners.”

Michel, who heads the EU’s top
decision-makingbody, said the projects
to be financed by the grants and loans
reflect the Armenian government’s so-
cioeconomic priorities.

“I do not underestimate the huge
work that will be needed in order to
implement and ... make this huge fi-
nancial package very concrete and
very visible for the [small and me-

dium-sized enterprises] and for the
people,” he told reporters after holding
talks with Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan.

Pashinyan again hailed the prom-
ised EU funding, saying that it will give
a “very serious impetus to Armenia’s
economic development.”

“Contacts between Armenia and
the EU have never been as intense as
they are now, which undoubtedly tes-
tifies to the mutual intention to develop
relations. [ would like to emphasize the
importance of ensuring the necessary
conditions for the implementation of
joint programs,” Pashinyan said dur-
ing joint press conference.

“The implementation of these
programs can become truly funda-
mental for the development of our
country’s infrastructures and eco-

ANIF and Air Arabia to Launch

Continued frompage 2

thank ANIF and the Department of
Civil Aviation for their trust and we
look forward to working hand in hand
to develop the new airline, which will
serve as a value-for-money air travel
option for Armenians and visitors to
the country”.

Based in Yerevan the new com-
pany will adopt the low-cost business
model operated by Air Arabia. Work
on securing the Air Operating Certifi-

cate (AOC) — which allows the airline
to start operating — will commence
shortly. More details about the launch
date, fleet, and destination network
will be announced in due course.
Over the course of past decade,
Armenia has recorded some impres-
sive gains as its tourism industry be-
gins to recognize its full potential. The
Armenian travel and tourism sector
contributed to nearly 11.8% of the
country’s GDP in 2019 and accounted
for 12.5% of the total employment.

nomic growth,” Pashinyan stated.
Michel arrivedin Yerevan on Fri-
day evening on the first leg of his tour
of Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia.
He said he is visiting the three ex-
Soviet states to underscore “the EU’s
commitment to this region.”

Charles Michel visited the
Tsitsernakaberd Memorial today to
pay tribute to the memory of the
Armenian Genocide victims. He was
accompanied by Acting Deputy
Prime Minister of Armenia Mher
Grigoryan.
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