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Armenia Marks 30th Anniversary
of Independence

YEREVAN -- Armenia marked
on Tuesday the 30th anniversary of its
declaration of independence from the
Soviet Union with official ceremonies
and an open-air concert.

The ceremonies began in the
morning at the Yerablur Military Pan-
theon in Yerevan where President
Armen Sarkissian, Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan and other senior officials
laid wreaths at a Karabakh war memo-
rial.

The main event featured classi-

cal, folk and modern music played in
front of the country’s political leader-
ship and other dignitaries. It also at-
tracted thousands of ordinary people
to the sprawling square.

Addressing the crowd before the
live performances, Pashinyan paid trib-
ute to the fallen soldiers. He said they
must be regarded as “symbols of life,
notdeath.” He also urged Armenians to
“transform our defeat into victory”

Continued on page4

Armenia Files Lawsuit Against Azerbaijan
At International Court Of Justice

YEREVAN— Armenia has filed
a lawsuit against Azerbaijan in the In-
ternational Court of Justice in The
Hague for violating the International
Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination, the
UN General Assembly said on Thurs-
day.

According to a statement from
The Hague tribunal, the plaintiff al-
leges that “Azerbaijan has racially dis-
criminated against Armenians for de-
cades,” that “as a result of this state-
sponsored anti-Armenian policy, Ar-
menians have been systematically dis-
criminated against, massacred, tor-
tured and otherwise humiliated.”

According to Armenia, these vio-
lations are directed at individuals of
Armenian ethnic or national origin re-

INTERN

ATIONAL COURT OFJUSTICE

gardless of their actual nationality.
Armenia claims that “these practices
once again came to the fore in Septem-
ber 2020, after Azerbaijan’s aggres-
sion against the Republic of Artsakh
and Armenia” and that “during that
armed conflict, Azerbaijan committed
grave violations of the CERD”.
Official Yerevan emphasizes in
this lawsuit that even after the end of
hostilities following a ceasefire which
entered into effect on 10 November
2020, “Azerbaijan has continued to
engage in the murder, torture and other
abuse of Armenian prisoners of war,
hostages and other detained persons™..
The plaintiff accuses Azerbaijan, in
particular, of violating Articles 2, 3, 4,

Continued on page 3

Erdogan Claims Pashinyan Requested a
Meeting — Through the Georgian
Prime Minister

2 '”"‘""_Tl.-.'- -
ISsTANBUL

ISTANBUL -- Turkey’s Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan has an-
nounced that Armenia’s Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan has requested a
meeting, via a message transmitted
by the Georgian prime minister,
Civilnet.am reports.

According to Anadolu, the state
news agency, Erdogan, En route to
the United Nations General Assembly
in New York, responded to a question
by a journalist about an earlier state-
ment by the Armenian prime minister
that he will not allow a transit corridor
between Azerbaijan and Nakhichevan,
its exclave to the west of Armenia.

“Opening or not opening such a
transit corridor is a political issue.
One wonders — on the one hand he
[Armenia’s prime minister] makes
such a statement. On the other hand
he wants to meet with me. If he wants
to meet with Erdogan, then he must

take certain steps. We’re not opposed
to diplomacy. In fact, he has commu-
nicated through the Georgian prime
minister his desire to meet me,” said
Erdogan, adding that for that to hap-
pen, Armenia must demonstrate a posi-
tive approach.

“If the Georgian prime minister
conveys such a request and under-
takes steps towards a new process, |
will demonstrate my sincerity and be-
gin negotiations. When there is diplo-
macy, of course, one must give and
take. I hope that in this matter, the
positive approaches outweigh the nega-
tive. Thus, I am hopeful that the prob-
lem of transit corridors between Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan will be over-
come,” Erdogan reportedly said.

Armeniaresponded to Erdogan’s
remarks through PM Pashinyan's

Continued on page4

Washington Must Sanction Turkey

WASHINGTON, DC — Today,
the United States imposed sanctions
against five Al-Qaeda supporters oper-
ating in Turkey who provided financial
and logistical support to the group.
These designations are implemented
pursuant to Presidential Executive Or-
der 13224.

This marks the seventh time in
the last three years that the United
States government has designated
Turkish jihadists, individuals and busi-
nesses for supporting terrorism.

“Americans who read this shock-
ing news about a NATO ‘ally’ are
asking themselves, ‘How many more
Turkish nationals does the U.S. need
to designate as terrorists for support-
ing Al-Qaeda, ISIS, and other terrorist
regimes in order for our government to
realize that Turkey is no longera friend
or partner of the United States?’” in-
quired Armenian Council of America’s
Washington DC representative Taniel
Koushakjian.

Turkey has been utilizing Syrian
terrorists as an integral part of its
foreign policy ambitions and seeks to

ARMENIAN
COUNCIL OF
AMERICA

maintain the status quo of instability
along its borders. Most recently, Tur-
key bolstered Azerbaijani forces with
terrorist mercenaries and its own mili-
tary command in last year’s heinous
war of ethnic cleansing against Arme-
nia and Artsakh.

“We urge Congress to put U.S.
Foreign policy back on the right track
by placing sanctions on Turkey and
deepening our partnership with real
democracies in the region” stated Mr.
Koushakjian.
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Pashinyan and Raisi Discuss Closer Ties
Between Armenia and Iran

A
R MW E A AN

DUSHANBE — Iran’s President
Ebrahim Raisi and Armenia’s Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan discussed on
Friday ways of deepening bilateral
commercial ties complicated by an
Azerbaijani checkpoint set up on the
main highway connecting the two
neighboring states.

Raisi and Pashinyan met on the
sidelines of a Collective Security Treaty
Organization summit in Tajikistan as
Azerbaijani officers stopped and de-
manded hefty payments from Iranian
trucks transporting goods to and from
Armenia for the sixth consecutive day.

More than a hundred such trucks
were reportedly stranded on Thursday
at a 21-kilometer section of the high-
way joining Goris to Kapan. Azerbaijani
authorities set up the checkpoint there
on Sunday after again accusing Iranian
trucks of illegally shipping cargos to
Nagorno-Karabakh.

The Armenian government’s
press office said Pashinyan and Raisi
discussed, among other things, ways
of “organizing unfettered cargo ship-
ments between the two countries” as
well as “processes taking place in the
region.” It gave no details.

The official Iranian readout of
the talks made no mention of the new
obstacle to Armenian-Iranian trade and
wider transport links. It said Raisi

“stressed the need to increase the cur-
rent level of economic relations be-
tween Iran and Armenia.”

Inthatregard, the recently elected
Iranian president was reported to say
that an Armenian-Iranian intergovern-
mental commission on economic co-
operation should become “more ac-
tive.” He proposed that Yerevan and
Tehran set up joint “specialized work-
ing groups” that would deal with “ob-
stacles” to the implementation of their
joint economic projects.

According to the statement
posted on the Iranian Foreign Ministry’s
website, Pashinyan pledged to “in-
struct relevant ministers” to remove
those obstacles.

It was Pashinyan’s second meet-
ing with Raisi in less than two months.
The two men held their first face-to-
face talks in early August when the
Armenian premier visited Tehran to
attend Raisi’s swearing-in ceremony
held in the Iranian parliament.

During those talks Pashinyan re-
affirmed his government’s readiness
to have Iranian companies participate
inits plans to refurbish Armenian high-
ways leading to the Islamic Republic.
The two governments set up in May a
working group tasked with looking
into practical aspects of such partici-
pation.

Armenia Assumes CSTO Chairmanship

Next Session of the Council Will Be Held in Yerevan

DUSHANBE — Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan attended a
meeting of the CSTO Collective Secu-
rity Council in Dushanbe, Tajikistan
on Thursday that discussed the CSTO
priorities, as well as issues related to
security in the CSTO zone of respon-
sibility, further development of the
CSTO, and the situation in Afghani-

stan. Russian President Vladimir Putin
participated in the meeting remotely
due to Covid restriction.

Atthe conclusion of the meeting,
Armenia assumed the chairmanship of
the Collective Security Treaty Organi-
zation. Accordingly the next meeting
will be held in Yerevan in the fourth
quarter of 2022.

September 25, 2021

Russia’s Deputy Prime Minister:
No Transport Corridors Discussed in
Armenian-Azeri Talks

YEREVAN — Armenia and
Azerbaijan have notdiscussed possible
transport corridors in Russian-medi-
ated talks on restoring economic links
between them after last year’s war,
Russia’s Deputy Prime Minister Alexei
Overchuk said on Monday.

The Russian, Armenian and
Azerbaijani governments set up in Janu-
ary a trilateral working group to try to
work out practical modalities of open-
ing the Armenian-Azerbaijani border
for commercial traffic. The task force
co-headed by Overchuk and his Arme-
nian and Azerbaijani counterparts has
met regularly in Moscow since then.

Azerbaijani President Ilham
Aliyev has repeatedly claimed that the
deal envisages a permanent land “cor-
ridor” that will connect Nakhichevan
to the rest of Azerbaijan via Armenia’s
Syunik province. He has threatened to
forcibly open sucha corridorif Yerevan
continues to oppose its creation.

Armenian leaders have denounced
Aliyev’s threats as territorial claims,
saying that the truce accord only calls
for transport links between the two
South Caucasus states.

“We don’t have corridors [on the
working group’s agenda,]|” Overchuk
told journalists while attending a Rus-
sian-Armenian business forum in
Yerevan. He said that no such issue is
being discussed by the trilateral group.

“We discuss the issue of eco-
nomic unblocking. The parties have
been exchanging views,” added
Overchuk.

“All parties are determined to
unblock economic and transport links
in the region. Of course, we are dis-
cussing how to do this, but it is unam-
biguously clear to everyone that the

unblocking and restoration of the trans-
port route will create significant new
opportunities for expanding and in-
creasing trade, including between Rus-
sia and Armenia. Actually, that’s what

ER]

we are working for,” the Russian
Deputy PM stated.

Speaking about the expected im-
pact of the unblocking on the volume
of turnover, Armenian Deputy Prime
Minister Mher Grigoryan said there are
two factors that need to be studied.

Grigoryan, said Armenian,
Azerbaijani and Russian officials have
been exploring “possible infrastruc-
ture solutions” and a legal framework
for customs and other border con-
trols. He did not give any details.

“We are very interested in the
opening of transport links because we
see that as an opportunity to overcome
the blockade in which Armenia has
been more than 25 years,” Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinian told Overchuk
later in the day. He said he hopes that
the ongoing talks will yield “concrete
decisions.”

Addressing the summit, Arme-
nian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
said the Armenian side would like part-
ners to focus on consistent joint work
aimed at the dynamic development of
the organization and increase of the
effectiveness of its mechanisms.

“In our opinion, it is necessary to
continue working on deepening for-
eign policy coordination and mutual
assistance to develop coordinated ap-
proaches to international and regional
issues affecting the interests of the
CSTO member states. To this end, we
attach great importance to the holding
of regular multi-level consultations,
including in the “high-level group,” of
which the Deputy Foreign and De-
fense Ministers are members. In our
opinion, the practice of adopting joint
statements has justified itself, and it
must continue,” PM Pashinyan stated.

“The logic of development of the
situation in different regions of collec-
tive security has clearly shown the
need to modernize crisis response
mechanisms. The need for crisis moni-
toring, forecasting and prevention
mechanisms is obvious. In practice,
all this will take place, including through
the full operation of the Crisis Re-
sponse Center,” he added.

The Prime Minister noted that
Armenia intends to work closely with
the CSTO member states to increase

the level of combat effectiveness, com-
batreadiness, harmony and mobility of
the CSTO forces. “There is no doubt
that the potential of the CSTO Collec-
tive Forces needs to be modernized,
developed, supplemented with modern
technologies, including drone, equipped
with modern means,” Pashinyan said,
attaching importance to improving the
management of all this.

“It will be of great importance
for our organization to further im-
prove the measures and mechanisms
for combating terrorism, extremism,
ensuring information security, fight-
ing against drugs, illegal migration,
and human trafficking,” Pashinyan
continued.

He added that the Armenian side
proposes to take steps to strengthen
CSTO’s authority in the international
arena, including through expansion of
cooperation with other interested in-
ternational organizations. In this re-
gard he attached importance to making
maximum use of and developing the
experience of joint work with the US,
OSCE and other organizations.

During the Armenian presidency,
we intend to resume the practice of
holding security conferences in
Yerevan, taking into account the al-
ready established dialogue with the
CSTO, OSCE and UN bodies,” Nikol
Pashinyan said.
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Christine Shahinian Appointed Armenia
Project Director for the Armenian Council

YEREVAN - The Armenian
Council is pleased to welcome Chris-
tine Shahinian as its new Project Di-
rector in Armenia.

“I’m honored to join the Arme-
nian Council’s professional team, par-
ticularly during this critical time for
the Armenian people,” said Shahinian.
“Through the Armenian Council’s mis-
sion and initiatives, we will continue to
further strengthen the ties between the
various chapters ofthe Armenian Coun-
cil and our ancestral homeland.”

Shahinian, who repatriated to
Armenia in 2020, will oversee the Ar-
menian Council’s projects in Armenia
and Artsakh.

“With Christine’s superb experi-
ence, dedication, and community ac-
tivism, we are confident that she will
further elevate the effectiveness of the
Armenian Council family worldwide,”
stated Armenian Council of America’s
Chairman Sevak Khatchadorian. “We
are fortunate to have the benefit of
such a talented individual and are ex-
cited to have her on board given her
commitment to the Armenian Cause,”
Khatchadorian added.

Shahinian has professional expe-
rience working for various non-gov-
ernmental organizations in Armenia and
the Middle East. Prior to joining the
Armenian Council, Shahinian worked
as the Project Director for Human
Rights House Yerevan. She is cur-
rently completing her Masters in Po-
litical Science and International Af-
fairs at the American University of
Armenia. Shahinian earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Political Science
from Haigazian University.

Sasun Khachatryan Appointed Head Of
Armenia’s Anti-Corruption Body

YEREVAN — The Armenian
government on Thursday appointed
Sasun Khachatryan, a long-serving
senior law-enforcement official, as
head of a newly established agency
tasked with investigating corruption
cases.

The Anti-Corruption Commit-
tee (ACC) will inherit most of its
powers from divisions of four Ar-
menian law-enforcement bodies that
have long prosecuted corruption-re-
lated crimes. One of them, the Spe-
cial Investigative Service (SIS), will
be dissolved after the ACC starts
operating in full next year.

Speaking during a cabinet meet-
ingin Yerevan immediately after his
appointment, Khachatryan expressed
confidence that the new agency will
increase the efficiency of the
government’s fight against corrup-
tion. He said the ACC will start oper-
ating by the end of October and will
finally take shape “in the course of
next year.”

Khachatryan, 44, worked as a
senior prosecutor under Armenia’s
former governments and was ap-

pointed as SIS chief shortly after
Nikol Pashinyan came to power in
2018. Pashinyan has succeeded in
eliminating systemic corruption in
Armenia since then.

The SIS and other law-enforce-
ment agencies have launched dozens
of high-profile corruption investiga-
tions mainly targeting former senior
state officials, including ex-Presi-
dents Robert Kocharian and Serzh
Sarkisian.

Armenia Files Lawsuit Against Azerbaijan

Continued from page 1

5, 6 and 7 of the above-mentioned
Convention.

“Armenia further contends that
“all good-faith efforts by Armenia to
putanend to Azerbaijan’s violations of
the CERD through other means [have]
failed,” The Hague-based tribunal said.

Armenia therefore requests the
Court “to hold Azerbaijan responsible
for its violations of the CERD, to
prevent future harm, and to redress
the harm that has already been caused”.

As a basis for the Court’s juris-
diction, the Applicant invokes Article
36, paragraph 1, of the Statute of the
Court and Article 22 of the CERD, to
which both States are Parties.

Armenia has called on the tribu-
nal to take provisional measures “as a
matter of extreme urgency” in order to
“protect and preserve Armenia’s rights
and the rights of Armenians from fur-
ther harm, and to prevent the aggrava-
tion or extension of this dispute” until
the court determines the merits of the
allegations.

September 25, 2021

House Members Introduce Amendments to
Exclude U.S. Military Aid to Azerbaijan in
2022 NDAA

WASHINGTON, DC - Senior
members of the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives have introduced amend-
ments to the fiscal year 2022 National
Defense Authorization Act — NDAA
(H.R.4350) excluding U.S. military aid
to Azerbaijan.

Amendment #52 to H.R. 4350,
sponsored by Rep. Brad Sherman (D-
CA), stipulates that “no Federal funds
may be obligated or expended to pro-
vide any United States military or se-
curity assistance or cooperation to the
defense or security forces of the Gov-
ernment of Azerbaijan.”

Amendment #90 to H.R. 4350,
sponsored by Rep. Jackie Speier (D-
CA), stipulates that “None of the
amounts authorized to be appropriated
by this Act or otherwise made avail-
able to the Department of Defense may
be made available to provide any United
States military or security assistance
or cooperation to the defense or secu-
rity forces of the Government of
Azerbaijan.”

Amendment #122 to H.R. 4350,
sponsored by Rep. Frank Pallone, Jr.
(D-NJ), stipulates that “None of the
funds authorized to be appropriated by
this Act or otherwise made available
for the Department of Defense for
fiscal year 2022 to carry out the au-
thority of section 333 oftitle 10, United
States Code, be made available for
assistance for Azerbaijan.”

Amendment #123 to H.R. 4350,
sponsored by Rep. Frank Pallone, Jr.
(D-NJ), “requires a report from the
Secretary of Defense, in collaboration
with the Secretary of State, address-
ing allegations that some units of for-
eign countries that have participated in
security cooperation programs under
section 333 of title 10, U.S.C. may
have also committed gross violations
of internationally recognized human
rights before or while receiving U.S.
security assistance.” This report would
also include recommendations to im-
prove human rights training and addi-
tional measures that can be adopted to
prevent these types of violations.”

Amendment #560 to H.R. 4350
sponsored by Rep. Adam Schiff (D-
CA) and Rep. Tony Cardenas (D-CA),
expresses the “Sense of Congress on
Azerbaijan’sillegal detention of Arme-
nian prisoners of war.” It also states
that the government of Azerbaijan
should immediately return all Arme-
nian prisoners of war and captured
civilians and urges the Administration
to engage with Azerbaijani authorities,
including through the OSCE Minsk
Group, to make clear the importance
of adhering to their obligations under
the November 9 statement and interna-
tional law to immediately release all pris-
oners of war and captured civilians.

Amendment #579 to H.R. 4350

sponsored by Rep. Dina Titus (D-
NV), requires a report by the Secre-
tary of State on the activities of the
Grey Wolves organization (AKA
Bozkurtlar & Ulkii Ocaklari) under-
taken against U.S. interests, allies, and
international partners, including a re-
view of the criteria met for designation
as a foreign terrorist organization.

Amendment #586 to H.R. 4350
sponsored by Rep. Tony Cardenas (D-
CA) and Rep. Adam Schif (D-CA),
creates areport on Azerbaijan’s activi-
ties in Nagorno Karabakh in 2020 to be
submitted to the relevant congressional
committees by the Secretary of De-
fense in consultation with the Secre-
tary of State.

Amendment #696 to H.R. 4350
sponsored by Rep. Brad Sherman (D-
CA), requires the Secretary of De-
fense, in consultation with the Secre-
tary of State, to submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a report on
Azerbaijan.

Given last year’s 44-day war
launched by Azerbaijan, which resulted
in war-crimes towards the peaceful
civilian population of Artsakh (some
brutally beheaded according to Human
Rights Watch) and a death toll of over
4,000 Armenian soldiers, and over
100,000 Armenians forcibly displaced
from their homes, the destruction of
vital infrastructure including schools
and hospitals, the deliberate destruc-
tion of Armenian cultural and religious
heritage sites, and the continued un-
lawful imprisonment of Armenian
POWs by Azerbaijan, the Armenian
Council of America wholeheartedly
supports the above mentioned amend-
ments to not only hold Azerbaijan ac-
countable, but to further investigate
Azerbaijan’s gross violations of inter-
nationally recognized human rights.

The House Rules Committee is
likely to meet the week of September
20 to decide which amendments will
be considered “in order,” paving the
way for full U.S. House consideration
later that week.

The following are the Rules Com-
mittee Members who will consider the
amendments:

Majority Members

Chairman Jim McGovern (D-MA)

Rep. Norma J. Torres (D-CA)

Rep. Ed Perlmutter (D-CO)

Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-MD)

Rep. Mary Gay Scanlon (D-PA)

Rep. Joe Morelle (D-NY)

Rep. Mark DeSaulnier (D-CA)

Rep. Deborah K. Ross (D-NC)

Rep. Joe Neguse (D-CO)

Minority Members

Ranking Member Tom Cole (R-
OK)

Rep. Michael Burgess (R-TX)

Rep. Guy Reschenthaler (R-PA)

Rep. Michelle Fischbach (R-MN)
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The 2021 International Hrant Dink Award
Goes to Canan Arin from Turkey and Maria
Ressa from Philippines

13th International Hrant Dink
Award was presented on Wednesday,
September 15th at an online ceremony
streamed on the Hrant Dink Founda-
tion accounts. This year’s awards were
granted to investigative journalist Maria
Ressa who defends press freedom in
the Philippines under difficult political
conditions and high personal risks and
women’s rights activist and lawyer
Canan Arin who persistently continues
defending gender equality and her
struggle against gender based violence
in Turkey.

The award ceremony was nar-
rated by Defne Kayalar in Turkish, and
by Esra Dermancioglu in English lan-
guages. We thank to Mahir Giinsiray
and Eric Nazarian for taking part at the
ceremony with their great voice overs.
The ceremony was held at 23.5 Hrant
Dink Site of Memory. Hrant Dink’s
wife and the President of the Hrant
Dink Foundation Rakel Dink welcomed
the guests on behalf of the Foundation
and stated that “At Hrant Dink Founda-
tion, we stand for solidarity, good-
ness, equality, justice, including the
right to life for the environment, na-
ture, and human beings.” Agnes
Callamard, the Secretary General of
Amnesty International gave the open-
ing speech which reflected on the
struggle for human rights over the past
year. Callamard ended her speech with
the following words “We consider this
our foremost duty: to speak up to-
gether when many may be prevented
from doing so, to speak truth to power,
no matter the size of power.”

Moreover, during the ceremony,
people and institutions from Turkey
and all around the world, who shed
light to humanity with their struggles
are acknowledged as the ‘Inspirations’
of 2021. Among the Inspirations of
this year, there are human, environ-

mental, refugee and women’s rights
defenders from Turkey to Russia,
Myanmar to the United States, Belarus
to Kenya, as well as inspirational indi-
viduals and initiatives with their de-
mands for peace, equal citizenship,
democracy and justice.

Alongside the acceptance
speeches of the laureates, unique mu-
sical performances were also present
at the ceremony. Ezhel’s new song
Mayrig [Mother], has met with the
audience for the first time, Pervin
Chakar, Ertan Tekin and Ayta Sozeri
gave unique performances with origi-
nal melodies. With Songiil Oden’s nar-
ration Iraz Ak¢cam, Ayca Bildik, Banu
Fotocan, Giil¢in Kiiltiir Sahin, Zeynep
Sengoz, Nesrin Ugarlar brought to life
a song by Nazan Oncel giving voice to
the injustices women face. The
ceremony’s music supervisor Arto
Tungboyaciyan brought together mu-
sicians of all ages from Armenia;
Vahagn  Hayrapetyan, Gohar
Hovhannisyan, Kamarama, Tmbata,
Tsakhruk Ethno Music Group of Spe-
cialized Children’s Home of Kharberd,
Yerevan Saxophone Quartet and Wood
Winds Project have enriched the cer-
emony with their folkloric tunes and
rich melodies.

Laureate Canan Arin from Tur-
key marked in her speech the impor-
tance of women'’s rights struggle with
the following words “Amid all the
atrocities, amid this horrible picture,
women’s resistance and solidarity re-
mains our only source of hope and
courage.”

Laureate Maria Ressa with her
message from the Phillipines stated
that “To journalists & activists who
continue to fight, “We have to stay the
course. Sometimes, people say you’re
naive or foolish. People say that about
us. We’re not.”

Armenia Marks 30th Anniversary

Continued from page 1

and “defeat desperation, destiny and
death.”

Pashinyan announced that a Park
of Life will be established in Yerevan's
Botanical Garden in memory of those
killed in the Artsakh wars. Trees sym-
bolizing their life and presence will be
planted, and the culmination of the
park will be the Tree of Life, symbol-

izing the lives of all our martyrs and
their homeland.

“It will not be a memorial, it will
be a park of life, where children will
run, make noise, play, young people
will have fun, adults will walk and talk,
and that park will stand as a reminded
that they died for all these people to
live, for Armenia and Artsakh to live,”
the Prime Minister said.

“The endurance of Armenia and

September 25, 2021

New Book Presentation:
The Committee of Union and Progress

FRESNO — The Armenian Stud-
ies Program announced the publica-
tion of its latest book, The Committee
of Union and Progress: Founders, Ide-
ology, and Structure, Volume 13 in the
Armenian Series of The Press at Cali-
fornia State University, Fresno.

The book will be presented and
discussed at a special virtual event to
be held at 10AM (Pacific time)/1PM
(New York time) on Saturday, Sep-
tember 25. The Zoom registration link
for the event is: http://bit.ly/
armenianstudiescupbook. Participating
in the presentation will be the editors
of the book: Dr. Umit Kurt, Ara
Sarafian, and Prof. Barlow Der
Mugrdechian as well as book con-
tributors Dr. Hans-Lukas Kieser and
Dr. Dikran Kaligian. The Society for
Armenian Studies is a co-sponsor of
the presentation.

The volume includes a collection
of articles that reflect on Ottoman
Armenians and the Turkish nationalist
movement of the Committee of Union
and Progress before WWI. The ar-
ticles provide new, critical insights on
the Armenian Genocide of 1915 and
the establishment of the Turkish Re-
public in 1923.

The chapters included in this
work were first presented as papers at
a conference entitled “The Committee
of Union and Progress: Founders, Ide-
ology, and Structure” organized by
Prof. Barlow Der Mugrdechian and
Dr. Umit Kurt, and sponsored by the
Armenian Studies Program of Califor-
nia State University, Fresno, between
October 12—-13,2018. The papers have
since been edited and appear here in a
single volume with a new historical
introduction and illustrations.

The contents of the book include
an “Introduction,” by Umit Kurt and
articles: “The Unionist Regime: Ideol-
ogy in Command,” by Raymond H.
Kévorkian; “Ziya Gokalp, Duumvir,”
by Hans-Lukas Kieser; “When Revolu-
tionaries Must Govern: The Vicissi-
tudes of ARF-CUP Relations,” by
Dikran Kaligian; “The Post-Revolu-
tionary Period in Aintab and the Curi-
ous Case of Necmeddin Bey,” by Umit

THE COMMITTEE OF
UNION AND PROGRESS

i Edited by
Barlow Der Mugrdechian, Umit Kurt, and Ara Sarafian
/

Kurt; and “Homeland and Nation Re-
visited: A Discourse Analysis of the
Memoirs of Young Turks,” by Duygu
Coskuntuna.

“The Committee of Union and
Progress present a new approach to
the study of this important period when
the CUP came to power,” said Prof.
Barlow Der Mugrdechian, general edi-
tor of the Armenian Series. “The book
will provide scholars with new in-
sights into the political party which
ruled the Ottoman Empire from 1908
through the end of World War I. The
inner workings of the party are key to
understanding the decision which ulti-
mately led to the Armenian Genocide.”

Copies of The Committee of Union
and Progress are available for pur-
chase from: Abril Bookstore, http:///
abrilbooks.com or the National Asso-
ciation for Armenian Studies & Re-
search (NAASR) Bookstore, https://
naasr.org/collections/naasr-bookstore.

For bulk orders please contact
the Armenian Studies Program, at
559.278.2669 or by email at
barlowd@csufresno.edu.

The Committee of Union and
Progress: Founders, Ideology, and
Structure; (9 inches x 6 inches, 176pp.,
$20.00, paper, ISBN: 978-0-912201-
73-3). Volume 13 in the Armenian
Series of The Press at California State
University, Fresno. In English.

Erdogan Claims Pashinyan Requested

Continued frompage 1

spokeswoman, Mane Gevorgyan, on
Monday.

“As of now, there have been no
contacts between Armenian and Turk-
ish officials, even though the Arme-
nian government is prepared for such
contacts,” Gevorgyan told the
Armenpress news agency. “In the
event of such productive work, Ar-
menia will also be ready for meetings
at a high and the highest level.”

Gevorgyan also criticized
Erdogan’s calls for the “Nakhichevan
corridor,” saying that such state-
ments run counter to efforts to es-
tablish “peace and stability and over-
come the atmosphere of enmity in
the region.” She said that Armenia
stands for the opening of all regional

transport links.

Armeniaand Turkey have no dip-
lomatic relations and the shared border
has been closed since the 1990s.

Earlier this month, Prime Minis-
ter Pashinyan said Yerevan was pre-
pared to hold discussions on repairing
relations with Ankara.

Addressing a government meet-
ing on September 8, Pashinyan said
“deepening or normalization of rela-
tions with neighboring countries is an
important foreign policy priority.”

At the same time, Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan has declared on many
occasions that “Armenia has never dis-
cussed and will not discuss anything
under the logic of a corridor.” He has
empathized that neither the November 9,
nor the January 11th statement make
any mention of a “corridor.”

Artsakh, the peaceful and developing
Armenian statehood must become the

victory they created.,” Pashinyan
added.
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RESIDENT INSURANCE PRODUCER
Accident and Health Agent,
Casualty Broker-Agent, Life-Only

Agent, Property Broker-Agent

209 E. Alameda Ave., Suite 204
Burbank, CA 91502
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KARAPET S. DEMIRCHYAN CALICENSE: 0C74479
demkarsinc@sbcglobal.net

(818) 913-2414
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