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Mirzoyan and Lavrov Discuss
Regional Developments

YEREVAN— Armenian and Rus-
sian Foreign Ministers Ararat Mirzoyan
and Sergey Lavrov have discussed the
implementation of the agreements of
the leaders of Armenia, Azerbaijan and
Russia dated November 9, 2020 and
January 11, 2021.

Ahead of the anniversary of the
trilateral document on complete ces-
sation of all hostilities in the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict zone, the parties
paid special attention to advancing the
solution of the urgent humanitarian
issues, primarily the return of detain-
ees, the transfer of maps of minefields
and the preservation of cultural and
religious heritage.

Reference was made to issues of

easing tensions on the Armenian-
Azerbaijani border, unblocking all
transport and economic ties in the
South Caucasus, creating a favorable
atmosphere for regional cooperation.
The importance of continuing the
efforts aimed at the political-diplo-
matic settlement of the border inci-
dents between Armenia and Azerbaijan
was emphasized. The sides touched
upon the current aspects of the Arme-
nian-Russian cooperation, taking into
account the forthcoming bilateral con-
tacts at different levels. The Foreign
Ministers of the two countries noted the
progressive development of the allied
cooperation. They also discussed vari-
ous international and regional issues.

Bipartisan Letter Urges Biden
to Refuse Sale of F-16 Jets to Turkey

WASHINGTON, DC -- Demo-
cratic and Republican U.S. lawmakers
urged President Joe Biden’s adminis-
tration not to sell F-16 fighter jets to
Turkey and said they were confident
Congress would block any such ex-
ports.

In a letter to Biden and U.S.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken, 11
members of the House of Representa-
tives cited “a profound sense of con-
cern” about recent reports that Turkey
may purchase 40 new Lockheed Mar-
tin (LMT.N) F-16s and 80 F-16 mod-
ernization kits.

The letter dated Oct. 25 stated

“Following President (Tayyip)
Erdogan’s September announcement
that Turkey will purchase an addi-
tional tranche of Russian S-400 mis-
sile defense systems, we cannot af-
ford to compromise our national se-
curity by sending U.S.-manufactured
aircraft to a treaty ally which contin-
ues to behave like an adversary.”
Earlier this month Turkey had
made a request to the United States to
buy 40 Lockheed Martin-made F-16
fighter jets and nearly 80 moderniza-
tion kits for its existing warplanes.

Continued on page4

President Armen Sarkissian Attends
COP26 Conference in Glasgow
Meets With World Leaders

©)

United Nations
Climate Change
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GLASGOW -- President Armen
Sarkissian has attended the 26th Con-
ference of the Parties to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change (COP26) in Glasgow.

President Sarkissian was wel-
comed by and had a brief conversation
with UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson
and UN Secretary general Antonio
Guterres

The United Kingdom and Italy
co-chair the Glasgow Conference.

Heads of states, climate change
experts, business and civil society lead-
ers participated in the discussions.

The conference aims to develop

an agreed action plan for combating
climate change. The agenda topics
target to help communities prepare for
the worst effects of climate change, to
protect and restore natural habitats
and ecosystems for the planet’s
biodiversity, to accelerate the transi-
tion to clean energy by promoting the
use and storage of low-cost renewable
sources, to clean the air by accelerat-
ing zero emissions transport use around
the world, encourage and identify the
developing of financial systems and
create green jobs.

Continued on page3

Ambassador Lilit Makunts Briefs
US Lawmakers on Challenges

WASHINGTON, DC -- Lilit
Makunts, Ambassador of the Republic
of Armenia to the United States, held a
discussion-meeting with more than a
dozen members of the Congressional
Caucus on Armenian Issues, in the
Capitol Hill.

Ambassador Makunts expressed
her gratitude to the Members of Con-
gress for their constant support to
Armenia, the issues of concern to
Armenian people, and for the adoption
of pro-Armenian resolutions in Con-
gress, in particular, the adoption of

Following 44-day War

N

resolutions on the recognition of the
Armenian Genocide and condemna-
tion of the aggression unleashed by
Azerbaijan against the people of
Artsakh.

Ambassador Makunts briefed
Members of Congress on the demo-
cratic reform program implemented
by the Armenian Government, agenda
of the Armenian-American relations
and current regional security issues.
In that context, she emphasized the

Continued on page3
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Extra-Parliamentary Forces
to Be Represented in The Commission
Studying Circumstances Of 44-Day War

—

YEREVAN (Armradio) — Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan held a meet-
ing with representatives of extra-par-
liamentary forces.

Attending the meeting were leader
of the Republic Party Aram Sargsyan,
leader of the Liberal Party Samvel
Babayan, representative of the Alliance
Progressive Centrist Party Tigran
Arzakantsyan, leader of the Fair Arme-
nia Party Norayr Norikyan, leader of
the Sovereign Armenia Party David
Sanasaryan, leader of the European
Party of Armenia Tigran Khzmalyan,
leader of the Christian-Democratic
Party of Armenia Levon Shirinyan,
leader of the United Homeland Party
Mher Terteryan, leader of the Con-
servative Party Mikael Hayrapetyan,
Chairman of Social Democrat
Hunchakian Party Setrak Ajemian.

“This is our fourth meeting of
this scale, I think at the moment we
can say that we are using it as a

platform for conversation. And the
fact that we are here today is a proof of
that, our next task should be to make
this platform more effective, to crown
its activities with concrete results. How
successful it will be, depends on us.
Of course, there are no guarantees,
but that is our goal,” PM Pashinyan
said in his opening remarks.

“At the moment, we have a
very specific decision that three rep-
resentatives of this format should be
involved in the commission investi-
gating the circumstances of the 44-
day war,” said Prime Minister
Pashinyan, emphasizing that solu-
tions are currently being sought to
organize the issue de jure. Nikol
Pashinyan added that the work of
the commission will start only after
the preparatory work.

Then the participants of the sit-
ting proceeded to the discussion of the
issues on the agenda.

Armenia is Ready to Start the Process of
Delimitation and Demarcation of Borders

YEREVAN -- There are no ob-
stacles for Armenia to start the pro-
cess of delimitation and demarca-
tion of the border with Azerbaijan,
Secretary of the Security Council
Armen Grigoryan told journalists on
Thursday.

"We announced that we are ready
to start the process of delimitation
and demarcation. We are waiting for
a positive impulse from Azerbaijan,"
he said.

“We are also ready to start dis-
cussing concrete issues considered
within the framework of the trilateral
working group co-chaired by the
Deputy Pime Ministers of Armenia,
Russia and Azerbaijan,” he stated.

“One of the approaches is that
the armed forces of both Armenia and
Azerbaijan withdraw from the line of
contact and allow troops of the two
countries to be re-deployed in the area
before we can start the delimitation
and demarcation process,” the Secre-
tary said.

When asked whether the demand
that Azerbaijan withdraw its troops
from Armenia could be a precondition
for the start of the process, Grigoryan
said he could not say why Azerbaijan
did not yet begin the process of demar-
cation and delimitation.

NMENT

DE ARMENIA

Russian President Vladimir Putin
said last week that his country can play
a key role in helping Armenia and
Azerbaijan to solve the problem of
their borders. Speaking at a meeting of
the Valdai discussion club in Sochi
Putin said the problem could be solved
only by Armenia, Azerbaijan with par-
ticipation of Russia. He also said that
Russia has the maps kept at the Gen-
eral Staff of the Russian army, which
show how the borders between former
Soviet Union republics ran.

Speaking on normalizing relations
with Turkey, Grigoryan said Armenia
is discussing with Russia on ways to
move forward with this process.
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Apostolic Nunciature of the Holy See
Inaugurated in Armenia

YEREVAN (Armradio) — The
Holy See’s Apostolic Nunciature of-
fice opened in Armenia today. Arme-
nian Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan
and Substitute for General Affairs of
the Secretariat of the Holy See Arch-
bishop Edgar Pefia Parra participated
in the ceremony.

As the two countries mark the
30th anniversary of diplomatic rela-
tions, the Holy See sees it as a further
opportunity to look “at building a pros-
perous relationship for the benefit of
all Armenians.”

The relations between the Church
of Rome and Armenia go back to
ancient times, almost to the very ori-
gins of Christianity, when faith in Jesus
spread from Jerusalem to the “known
world,” where meetings and commer-
cial and cultural exchanges between
peoples became an occasion for de-
bates that touched the “meaning” of
life and existence.

Over the centuries, this ancient
and prolific relationship between Ar-
menia and the Holy See has grown in
strength. Official diplomatic relations
in modern times can be traced back to
May 23, 1992, after Armenia gained
independence following the collapse
of the Soviet Union.

Since then, the Holy See has
continually maintained diplomatic rep-
resentations to foster relations, along
with other initiatives and channels of
various Catholic institutions. The first
apostolic nuncio appointed to Armenia
was Monsignor Jean-Paul Aimé Gobel
(1993-1997). The current Holy See’s
representative since 2018 is Archbishop
José A. Bettencourt.

Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan
and Substitute for General Affairs of
the Secretariat of the Holy See Arch-
bishop Edgar Pefa Parra delivered re-
marks on the occasion of the opening
of the Apostolic Nunciature.

Linguist Sevan Nisanyan Declared
Persona Non Grata in Greece

ATHENS — The government of
Greece on Monday declared Turkish-
Armenian author and intellectual Sevan
Nisanyan “persona non grata.”
Nisanyan was on a trip to Albania
where he learnt about the decision of
Greek authorities and then was banned
from entry to the country, Nisanyan
has told Ermenihaber news outlet. In
his words, the authorities have not
disclosed the reason for the measure,
citing state secret.

“I assume my weekly publica-
tions are not welcomed by some circles
in the Republic of Turkey and their
concern have been conveyed to the
Greek side,” Nisanyan has commented.

Another reason behind the deci-
sion of Greece, per Nisanyan, could be
his recent publication where he re-
ferred to Turkish toponyms of some
of the historical sites in the territory of
Greece.

“I made researches on the ety-
mological roots of settlements in Tur-
key for a decade. Then I included the
neighboring countries in my research,”
he said in his YouTube program.

“Most of the settlement names in
northern Greece is either Turkish or
Bulgarian. There are almost no Greek
names,” he added.

Nisanyan has been living in Greece
after fleeing a Turkish prison four years
ago, he had served three out of a 17-year
sentence for violations of a construction
code. The Turkish authorities then is-
sued a warrant for his arrest and listed
him as a fugitive from the law. The
government of Greece granted him a
temporary residency permit.

For the last two years, he has
been broadcasting a program on
YouTube on Sundays.

In his last social media post he
uploaded in Belgrade, he puta photo of
himself walking, saying, “Nisanyan. It
is time to cruise once again.”

“We have repeatedly stated that
we are ready to start discussing ...
the normalization of relations with
Turkey,” Grigoryan told reporters.

“We are also discussing this with our
Russian partners, [talking] about how
we can move forward in this pro-
cess.”
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Reception in Honor of State Minister Of
Artsakh Artak Beglaryan at the Consulate
General of Armenia in Los Angeles

GLENDALE - On October 27, a
reception was held at the Consulate
General of Armenia in Los Angeles in
honor of the State Minister of the
Republic of Artsakh Artak Beglaryan.
The reception was attended by leaders
of ecclesiastical, political, cultural,
business, and benevolent organizations
of the Armenian community of Cali-
fornia as well as community members.
Elected U.S. officials also came to
meet with the Artsakh State Minister.
Among them were California State
Senators Anthony Portantino and Maria
Elena Durazo, California State
Assemblymembers Adrin Nazarian and
Laura Friedman, Los Angeles City
Councilmember Paul Krekorian, and
representatives of the Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors. Consul
General of Armenia in Los Angeles
Ambassador Armen Baibourtian invited
H.E. Archbishop Pargev Martirosyan
for a prayer to begin the reception with
an invocation and deliver remarks.

Welcoming the guests, Ambas-
sador Baibourtian stressed the impor-
tance of the visit of Artsakh State
Minister Artak Beglaryan and noted
that it is a good opportunity to get
acquainted with the current situation
in Artsakh, its future programs, and to
outline the important role of the Arme-
nian community of California in these
programs. The State Minister presented
to the Armenian-American community

the five main pillars to build the future
of Artsakh: stable security, improved
demography, sustainable economic de-
velopment, high-quality education, and
effective governance. State Minister
Beglaryan spoke about the plans in the
framework of those five pillars and the
role of the Armenian Diaspora in it.

Speeches were also delivered by
the Executive Director/CEO of the
Armenian Missionary Association of
America(AMAA) Zaven Khanjian, who
was also the co-host of the reception
along with the Consul General. Further
speeches were delivered by Senior
Advisor to the State Minister David
Akopyan as well as elected state and
local officials present at the event.
They presented certificates of recog-
nition to the State Minister of the Re-
public of Artsakh and assured their
continued support and commitment to
stand by the people of Artsakh.

At the end of the reception, Am-
bassador Baibourtian presented a Cer-
tificate of Appreciation to Executive
Director of the Armenian National
Committee of America -Western Re-
gion (ANCA-WR) Armen Sahakyan
for his many years of dedicated ser-
vice, professionalism, and effective
cooperation with the Consulate Gen-
eral of Armenia as well as on the
occasion of completing his mission in
California and decision to move to
Armenia.

Ambassador Lilit Makunts Briefs

Continued from page 1

peaceful settlement of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict under the auspices
of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chair-
manship.

Ambassador Makunts presented
the challenges followed by the 44-day
war and the humanitarian crisis, em-
phasizing the need for the uncondi-
tional repatriation of Armenian prison-
ers of war and captured civilians held
in Azerbaijan.

During the meeting Ambassador
Makunts answered the questions raised
by the Members of Congress.

Ambassador Makunts also met
with met with Assistant to the Speaker
of the House Representatives, Con-
gresswoman Katherine Clark (D -
Massachusetts). Katherine Clark is a
member of the House Appropriations

Committee, one of the most important
committees.

Ambassador thanked Congress-
woman for her continuous support to
the issues concerning Armenia and
Artsakh. In her turn, Congressman
Clark highly assessed the role of Ar-
menian-Americans in strengthening
bilateral relations.

Ambassador presented the situa-
tion in Armenia due to COVID-19 and
briefed about the preventive steps
implemented by the Government of
Armenia.

During the meeting interlocutors
discussed issues aimed at further deep-
ening of Armenian-American inter-par-
liamentary cooperation. In this regard
Congresswoman Clark expressed
readiness to make efforts towards pro-
moting the cooperation between the
legislative bodies.
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The Launching of the 41st Volume of
Haigazian Armenological Review

BEIRUT — On October 22, the
41st volume of the Haigazian
Armenological Review was launched
in the auditotrium of the university, in
the presence of Haigazian University
President Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian,
Rev. Megerditch Karageozian, Head
of the Union of the Armenian Evan-
gelical Churches in the Middle East,
the Second Secretary of the Arme-
nian Embassy in Lebanon Mr. David
Alaverdyan, Father Mesrob Tolapian,
Dr. Zaven Messerlian, the editorial
board of the Review, and a number of
book loving Lebanese Armenian indi-
viduals.

Dr. Armen Urneshlian, welcomed
the public and noted that due to socio-
economic and Covid-19 crises the three
previous volumes (39th, and 40th and
the Jubilee volume) were not launched
in public. Dr. Urneshlian noted that
alongside the bibliography of the 40
volumes, the jubilee volume included
research papers on the histories of the
Armenian Studies Department of
Haigazian University, the Haigazian
Armenological Review, the Derian
Armenological Library, the HU Press,
the Armenian Diaspora Research Cen-
ter, and the series of exhibitions which
were inaugurated in the Matossian Arts
Center.

In his turn, Dr. Dakessian em-
phasized that one third of the research
papers in the 41st volume covered
post-1995 issues. He stressed that the
Review emanated positive and encour-
aging messages to all those who were
interested in Armenian affairs and con-
cluded that the editorials of the Review
reflect the agenda discourse of Arme-
nian Studies in the last quarter of a
century.

Duetotechnical reasons, the guest
speaker, Dr. Grigor Arshakian, director
of the National Archives of Armenia,
could not attend the event. In his words,
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which Mr. Alaverdyan read, Dr.
Arshakian underlined the significance
ofthe Haigazian Armenological Review
and stressed the importance of Arme-
nian Studies in the era of globalization
and defined its role and functions vis-a-
vis Turkish-Azeri falsifications.

In his closing words, Rev. Dr.
Haidostian pinpointed that currently the
humanities majors are not on the list of
the top 25 majors that students aspire,
and that cybersecurity, software engi-
neering and the like have replaced the
conventional majors. Dr. Haidostian
called on the Armenian Studies to fur-
ther evolve towards multidisciplinary
and interdisciplinary modes to benefit
from the various scientific advance-
ments and thanked and congratulated
all those who contributed to the birth of
the 41st volume.

Dr. Haidostian concluded that
that, like its precedents, the launching
of the current volume, is a festive
event for the Haigazian community.

The event can be watched on you
tube at https://youtu.be/
VIHCEWUBHc4

President Armen Sarkissian Attends

Continued from page 1

On the sidelines of the Confer-
ence, President Sarkissian talked to
US President Joe Biden, French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron, German
Chancellor Angela Merkel, Prince
Albert II of Monaco, Emir of Qatar
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani,
President of Egypt Abdel Fattah al-
Sisi, Serbian President Aleksandar
Vucic, Cyprus President Nicos
Anastasiades, Argentine President
Alberto Fernandez, Montenegro Presi-
dent Milo Pukanovic, President of

Kyrgyzstan Sadyr Zhaparov, India’s
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Ital-
ian Prime Minister Mario Draghi, Ca-
nadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau,
Australian Prime Minister Scott
Morrison, Lebanon’s Prime Minister
Najib Mikati, Luxembourg’s Prime
Minister Xavier Bettel, Swedish Prime
Minister Stefan Lofven, Austrian
Chancellor Alexander Schallenberg,
President of the European Council
Charles Michel.

The President of Armenia deliv-
ered a speech at the World Leaders
Summit on Tuesday
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Abp. Vicken Aykazian Honored
for Half a Century of Service

The 50th ordination anniversary
ofadistinguished clergyman and long-
time leader of the Armenian Church
was marked with a special tribute in
October.

Archbishop Vicken Aykazian, the
Diocesan Legate and Ecumenical Di-
rector of the Eastern Diocese of the
Armenian Church of America, was
honored on the “golden anniversary”
of his ordination, in a heartfelt cer-
emony and banquet organized by Holy
Trinity Church of Cheltenham, PA.

More than 160 people arrived at
the church hall for the event on Sun-
day, October 17, 2021, which went
forward in compliance with local pan-
demic regulations.

The day began in the church
sanctuary with the Divine Liturgy, cel-
ebrated by Archbishop Aykazian him-
self, with parish pastor Fr. Hakob
Gevorgyan assisting, along with dea-
cons, altar servers, and choir mem-
bers of the parish.

A banquet followed, with the lun-
cheon graciously hosted by Dr. and
Mrs. Garo Garibian. In addition to
faithful from the Philadelphia area,
guests included Bryan Ardouny of the
Armenian Assembly, with whom Arch-
bishop Aykazian frequently collabo-
rates; and Dr. Rachel Goshgarian (of
Lafayette College) and Taleen Babayan
(of the Armenian Assembly)—both
former colleagues of the honoree at
the Eastern Diocese.

Representing Diocesan Primate
Bishop Daniel Findikyan were Dioc-
esan Vicar Fr. Simeon Odabashian and
the Diocese’s Director of Ministries
Fr. Mesrob Parsamyan. Both honored
Archbishop Vicken with words of
praise for his work as Ecumenical
Director of the Eastern Diocese.

Bishop Daniel’s letter of con-
gratulations to his Brother in Christ
was read to the crowd by Fr.
Odabashian. “Through his intelligence,
diligence, spirituality and warm per-
sonality, Vicken Srpazan has been a
servant of incalculable value to our
Diocese, our church, and the Arme-
nian people in general,” wrote the Pri-
mate. “A true soldier of our Lord, he
provides an edifying example of lead-
ership for us all.”

He went on: “As the Diocesan
Legate and Ecumenical Director,
Vicken Srpazan has worked for de-
cades among the world’s major inter-
faith and Christian ecumenical
groups.... On countless occasions, his
influence has been the major force
behind worldwide expressions of ecu-
menical support for Armenian causes,

including Genocide recognition, the
preservation of Armenian monuments
and, most urgently, the statements of
solidarity with Armenia and Artsakh
that emerged during last year’s bitter
war period.”

Cheltenham pastor Fr.
Gevorgyan offered his reflections on
the humble nature of the honoree,
relating how Archbishop Aykazian had
chosen to serve as a deacon during a
recent badarak at St. Mary Church in
Washington, D.C., to commemorate
in a very personal way the 50th year
since his ordination.

He added: “Our Eastern Diocese
is fortunate to have someone of his
stature represent the Armenian Church
in the global faith community for the
past generation.”

As a special way to honor the
milestone, the Cheltenham parish pre-
sented Archbishop Aykazian with a
beautiful oil painting of his own por-
trait.

Archbishop Vicken Aykazian is
the Diocesan Legate and Ecumenical
Director of the Diocese of the Arme-
nian Church of America (Eastern), in
which capacity he has served since
January of 2000.

Born in Siirt, Turkey, in 1951, he
moved to Jerusalem as a young man to
study at the city’s Armenian Patri-
archate. There he was ordained a dea-
con in 1968 and a celibate priest in
1971.1In 1992, His Holiness Vasken I,
the late Catholicos of All Armenians,
ordained him a bishop at Holy
Etchmiadzin, the Mother See of the
worldwide Armenian Church.

In a ministry that has taken him
around the world, he has served the
Armenian Church in diverse roles in-
cluding tenures as primate of the Dio-
cese of Switzerland (1992-96), and as
director of the Fund for Armenian
Relief’s office in the Republic of Ar-
menia (1997-99).

In 2007, he was elected as presi-
dent of the National Council of
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and
served his term from 2008 through
2009. He was the first Oriental Ortho-
dox clergyman to serve as president of
America’s leading ecumenical organi-
zation. He currently sits on the execu-
tive board of the NCC as well as on the
board of the World Council of
Churches, where his involvement has
been extensive and continuous since
1985.

Today, Archbishop Aykazian is
recognized around the globe as among
the distinguished and influential fig-
ures in the ecumenical field.
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AGBU GenNext Launches
Enhanced Mentorship Program

Now in its 24th year, the highly
successful Generation Next (GenNext)
Mentorships, a program of the Arme-
nian General Benevolent Union
(AGBU), is progressing with changing
times to serve the youth of the local
Armenian community of Greater Los
Angeles and the Glendale Unified Dis-
trict. It recently announced an en-
hanced hybrid model of its original
program and is actively inviting pro-
spective mentees and volunteer men-
tors to apply for this free and ever-
growing program without delay.

For at least one year, students
commit eight hours per month to the
program and benefit from weekly one-
on-one mentorship meetings and the
new benefit of monthly group activi-
ties.

The new and improved offering
adds a robust Group Activities compo-
nent as a supplement to the meaningful
mentor-mentee relationships between
teenagers and caring volunteers. These
one-on-one connections allow youth
in their most formative years to re-
ceive the individualized support of a
positive role model who functions as
an outside source of support and a
friend—all with the consent of the
parent(s) and the oversight of the
AGBU Western District Committee and
an outside independent organization
specializing in mentorships. Through
the experience, students find that they
gain confidence and improve academi-
cally and socially. Mentors enjoy the
satisfaction of sharing their experi-
ences, practical know-how, and sen-
sitivity to the struggles of teens while
also learning about the issues and in-
terests of a new generation.

The Group Activities overlay will
offer soft and hard skill development
sessions to help students learn about
teamwork, negotiation, leadership, re-
sume writing, public speaking, among
other important tools for success. In
addition, topic- specific seminars fo-
cused on career, mental health, civic
engagement, financial literacy, violence
prevention, substance abuse are also
addressed. Participants will also be
introduced to industries and profes-
sions they may want to explore in the
process of finding their own life path,
presented by members of the local
community with a track record of

success in a given field.

Educational Programs Manager
Nare Avagyan came on board just as
the Covid- 19 pandemic hit the state of
California hard, forcing the decision to
shut down in person learning in favor
of virtual classes. She noted how the
switchover to remote interaction helped
inform the nextiteration of the GenNext
concept.

“Not only did the pandemic im-
pact the lives of all teenage students
already navigating these critical years,
butalso for those enrolled in mentorship
programs like GenNext. So the transi-
tion to virtual was at first questionable.
Fortunately, we worked out the kinks
and found that the value of a
mentorship, for which interpersonal
communication is key, was not really
diminished at a distance. It

actually revealed some built in
advantages, especially when it came to
sparing parents from driving their chil-
dren to the GenNext center or to meet
up with their mentor. It also saved time
for volunteer mentors who are obvi-
ously very busy with their own careers
and families. This gives both mentor,
mentee, and parent the flexibility to
benefit from the GenNext offering
without compromising other priori-
ties.”

The new Chair of the program
Tzoler Oukayan summed it up best:
“As California reopens its schools and
more youth over age 12 receive their
vaccinations, we look forward to of-
fering our GenNext community the
best of both worlds: the magic of in-
person engagement, the convenience
of virtual connections, and the flexibil-
ity of choosing the method of interac-
tion that works best for you .”

To get started and find answers
to any questions, please visit the up-
dated AGBU GenNext website where
mentees and mentors alike will be in-
structed as to how to register and
apply. Staff of the Glendale Unified
School District are also invited to refer
students in middle and high school
grades to participate in GenNext at no
charge by completing the form on the
website.

Go to agbugennext.org or contact
Nare Avagyan, Educational Programs
Manager, at navagyan@agbu.org or at
(626) 794-7942.

Bipartisan Letter Urges Biden

Continued frompage 1

The letter was led by Republican
Representative Nicole Malliotakis and
Democratic Representative Carolyn
Maloney, and co-signed by Represen-
tatives Bilirakis, Pappas, Cicilline,
Costa, Valadao, Sarbanes, Titus,
Fitzpatrick, and Speier.

“While we are confident that
Congress will stand together to block
any such exports should these plans
progress, the United States cannot
afford to transfer any advanced mili-
tary equipment to the government
of Turkey at this time,” the letter
said.

The Trump Administration offi-
cially removed Turkey from its F-35

Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) program
after President Erdogan executed
Turkey’s first purchase of Russian S-
400 systems, a decision which pre-
vented Turkey from compromising the
F-35 system.

"As long as President Erdogan
advances his expansionist project in
the Eastern Mediterranean, Turkey will
continue to threaten our national secu-
rity and the security of our closest
allies in the region—Greece, Israel and
Cyprus. We urge you to act in our
national interest and for the sake of
stability in the Eastern Mediterranean
by refusing to reinforce Turkey’s ag-
ing arsenal of fighter jets, and we look
forward to receiving your response."
The letter concludes
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RESIDENT INSURANCE PRODUCER

Accident and Health Agent,
Casualty Broker-Agent, Life-Only
Agent, Property Broker-Agent

209 E. Alameda Ave., Suite 204
Burbank, CA 91502

WE InNsure Your FuTure,
SO YOU CAN FOCUS ON THE PRESENT

KARAPET S. DEMIRCHYAN CALICENSE: 0C74479
demkarsinc @sbcglobal.net

(818) 913-2414
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OF AANSI DOCUMENTARY BY AWA]!D—W 1

"GREAT KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

ORGANIZED BY s 2 . il

— AANSI

- THE AMERICAN ARMENIAN NATIONAL SECURITY INSTITUTE

The American Armenian National Security Institute (AANSI)
requests the honor of your presence at the

AANSI BANQUET

FOR SUPPORT OF ARMENIA & ARTSAKH REPUBLIC’S
SOVEREIGNTY, INDEPENDENCE AND DEFENSE

Nov. 11, 2021 @ 6:00 PM

at The Award-Winning Taglyan Complex
1201 North Vine Street, Los Angeles, California 90038

World Premiere of AANSI Documentary

Keynote Speakers

Honorable Rudik Hyusnunts
Republic of Artsakh Presidential Chief Advisor and Ambassador With Special Assignments

U.S. Army Major General (Ret.) Mark MacCarley

Chairman, American Armenian National Security Institute (AANSI)

PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT:
1) Military Hospital in Stepanakert, Artsakh Republic
2) AANSI Educational Efforts in Support of Armenia and Artsakh Sovereignty.
3) American Armenian Humanitarian Brigades for Armenia and Artsakh

R.S.V.P. via email: info@aansi.org
The favor of your reply is requested by November 3, 2021
For tickets/donations and further information call 818.241.5800 ask for Aleen Pogharian




