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Pashinyan: Azerbaijan Clearly Demonstrates
Territorial Claims Towards Armenia

e
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YEREVAN — In a livestream
Facebook press conference on Tues-
day, Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan explained why the meeting
with Russian and Azerbaijani Presi-
dents Vladimir Putin and Ilham Aliyeyv,
scheduled for November 9, did not
take place.

Pashinyan said that he had been
willing to meet with Aliyev and Putin
on November 9, but only if major
issues, including the fate of Armenian
prisoners of war held in Azerbaijan,
were to be discussed.

When it became clear that such
topics were not on the table, the meet-
ing was postponed, Pashinyan ex-
plained.

“I sincerely said that November
9 is a difficult and bitter day for us, but
if it turns out that, for example, we can
solve the issue of prisoners, [ am ready
to participate in this online forum,”
Pashinyan said at the press conference
that lasted over two hours.

Pashinyan said that with its ag-

Continued on page 2

Armenian FM Says Turkey Sets
New Conditions For Normalization

YEREVAN — Turkey sets new
conditions for normalizing its relations
with Armenia, Foreign Minister Ararat
Mirozyan said in a recent interview
with the French Le Figaro daily that
was published this week.

Talking to the newspaper during
his recent visit to Paris on November
11, Mirzoyan stressed that Armenia
has always supported normalization of
relations with Turkey without precon-
ditions and is ready for that now de-
spite the “huge Turkish support” for
Azerbaijaninthe 2020 war in Nagorno-
Karabakh.

“We have received positive sig-
nals from Turkey to reopen the dia-
logue, but it remains complicated.
Ankara sets new conditions. Among
them is a “corridor” connecting

Azerbaijan and Nakhichevan,” the top
Armenian diplomat said in the inter-
view the transcript of which the Arme-
nian Foreign Ministry released on No-
vember 20.

Unblocking all transport links in
the region is part of a Russia-brokered
ceasefire that stopped the 44-day fight-
ing in Nagorno-Karabakh last year.
This includes Azerbaijan’s access to
its Nakhichevan exclave via Armenian
territory.

In the post-war talks Baku ap-
pearsto have insisted on the exterritorial
status of the future road that Azerbaijani
President Ilham Aliyev calls the
“Zangezur corridor”.

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol

Continued on page 4

Armenian and Azerbaijani Leaders
to Meet in Brussels Next Month

BRUSSELS — President Charles
Michel of the European Council held
phone calls on 19 November with
President [lham Aliyev of Azerbaijan
and Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan of
Armenia, in follow up to discussions
earlier this week on the situation in the
region and in the context of prepara-
tions of the Eastern Partnership Sum-
mit, to be held in Brussels on 15 De-
cember.

President Charles Michel pro-
posed to host President Ilham Aliyev
and Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
for a meeting in Brussels in the mar-
gins of the EaP Summit.

Leaders have agreed to meet in
Brussels to discuss the regional situa-
tion and ways of overcoming tensions
for a prosperous and stable South
Caucasus, which the EU supports.

During the phone calls, the Ar-
menian and Azerbaijani leaders have
also agreed to establish a direct com-
munication line, at the level of respec-
tive Ministers of Defense, to serve as
an incident prevention mechanism.

A senior EU official, speaking on

condition of anonymity, has provided
some details about the upcoming meet-
ing scheduled for December 15.

“The goal is to bring Pashinian
and Aliyev to the same table for confi-
dence-building measures,” said the EU
official.

“It is not clear yet how their
Brussels meetings will look like, who
of the EU leaders will sit, whether the
defense ministers or foreign ministers
of Armenia and Azerbaijan will be
present,” the EU official told RFE/RL.

“The aim of the forthcoming talks
is to establish some sort of trust be-
tween the two leaders via confidence
building measures, especially in the
field of connectivity,” the EU official
said.

“We are talking here about trans-
port corridors in Nagorno-Karabakh,
transport projects involving both Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan,” the source
added.

Prior to the Brussels meeting, a
trilateral meeting between Putin,
Pashinyanand Aliyev will take placein
Sochi on November 26

France and Armenia Regard
Azerbaijan's Aggressive Actions as
Encroachment on Democracy

PARIS (Arka) -- Gérard Larcher,
Speaker ofthe French Senate, recieved
on Tuesday an Armenian delegation
headed by National Assembly Speaker
Alen Simonyan, who is on a working
visit to participate in a conference
titled “Armenia after a year” hosted by
the French Senate leader.

During the meeting, both sides
spoke about the shelling on the Arme-
nian military outposts by Azerbaijani
troops deployed near Norabak village
in Gegharkunik region several hours
prior to the meeting, resulting in the
death of an Armenian soldier. The
sides described Azerbaijan's aggres-
sive actions as an encroachment on
democracy.

The President of the French Sen-
ate noted that they are closely monitor-

ing the situation in Armenia and are
well aware of the post-war develop-
ments. The Armenian side in its turn
highly assessed the resolutions adopted
by both chambers of the French Par-
liament condemning the Azeri-Turkish
aggression against Artsakh (Nagorno-
Karabakh). It also appreciated the hu-
manitarian assistance provided by the
French state and different organiza-
tions to Nagorno-Karabakh.
Simonyan, presenting the details
of the post-war situation at the request
of the President of French Senate,
stressed Armenia's call to all interna-
tional partners to respond clearly to
Azerbaijani actions that seriously
threaten regional peace and security

Continued on page4
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Armenia Confirms Six Soldiers Killed
During November 16 Clashes

YEREVAN --The Armenian De-
fense ministry has confirmed the death
of six servicemen during renewed bor-
der clashes with Azerbaijan earlier this
week.

The servicemen have been iden-
tified as Senior Lieutenant Taron
Sahakyan (born in 1990), contract
servicemen Junior Sergeant Meruzhan
Harutyunyan (born in 1991), Gurgen
Sargsyan (born in 1991) Junior Ser-
geant Artur Martirosyan (born in 1988)
and David Amiryan (born in 1980).
The identity of another killed soldier is
still being found out.

The ministry earlier reported the
death of one soldier and said that com-
munication with 24 other servicemen
had been lost, while 13 others were
taken prisoner by Azerbaijani forces.

On November 18 late evening
the Azerbaijani side handed over the
bodies of three Armenian servicemen
to the Nagorno-Karabakh State Emer-
gency Service.

The handover that took place in
the town of Shushi was mediated by
the Russian peacekeepers, deployed in

the Nagorno-Karabakh after last year’s
44-day war.

According to preliminary data,
the bodies were evacuated from the
administrative district of the Ishkhanasar
village of Syunik region.

“Intensive work with the media-
tion and participation of the Russian
side is under way to repatriate soldiers
who were taken prisoner or went miss-
ing as a result of the fighting,” the
ministry said on November 19, adding
that the situation along the Armenian-
Azerbaijani border remained “relatively
stable” through the morning.

Azerbaijan has said seven of its
soldiers were killed and 10 others
wounded in the November 16 fighting.

On Monday, Armenia’s Defense
Ministry said that at about 6:10 pm
Azerbaijan’s armed forces opened fire
from firearms of different calibers at
the Armenian positions near the village
of Norabak in the eastern Gegharkunik
province.

It said that 19-year-old Private
Suren Safaryan (born in 2002) was
fatally wounded by the fire.

Dutch Parliament Adopts Motions on
Azerbaijani Provocations, Armenian POWs

The Dutch Parliament has adopted
two motions on Azerbaijan’s provoca-
tions against Armenia and the lack of
democracy in the country, the Arme-
nian Embassy in the Netherlands in-
forms.

In one of the motions, the parlia-
ment calls on the government to work
with the EU to conduct an independent
investigation into the facts of the Ar-
menian-Azerbaijani conflict and to re-
port the results to the parliament as
soon as possible.

The second resolution mentions
the serious problems of human rights,

free speech and freedom of the press
in Azerbaijan, which are deepening.
The resolution also addresses the issue
of Armenian prisoners of war held in
Azerbaijan.

Taking into account the partici-
pation of Azerbaijan, a country far
from European values, in the Eastern
Partnership summit to be held on
December 15,2021, the Dutch parlia-
ment calls on the government to draw
conclusions from the above-men-
tioned situations during the EU-
Azerbaijan negotiations within the EaP
Summit.

November 27, 2021

Former President Serzh Sargsyan
Charged in New Bribery Case

YEREVAN — Former Armenian
President Serzh Sargsyan is being pros-
ecuted in a new corruption case, offi-
cials and his lawyer say.

Marina Ohanjanyan, a spokes-
person for the Anti-Corruption Com-
mittee, confirmed on November 22
Sargsyan’s status as an accused party
in the criminal case. She did not pro-
vide details.

The Anti-Corruption Committee
was set up earlier this year to pros-
ecute corruption-related crimes.

Earlier on Tuesday, Sargsyan’s
lawyer announced that his client had
been summoned by the committee to
be interrogated in a new criminal case.

Lawyer Amram Makinyan wrote on
Facebook that the case is linked to testi-
mony made against Sargsyan, who was
president between 2008 and 2018, by a
woman whom he identified only as Silva.

Makinyan was apparently re-
ferring to businesswoman Silva
Hambardzumyan, whose name has
been associated with a high-profile
corruption case against another
former Armenian president, Robert
Kocharyan.

“The irony is that, after 3 1/2
years, they have decided that Silva
would testify that she gave a bribe to
Serzh Sargsyan too,” the lawyer said.

“As part of the same case, Serzh
Sargsyan was questioned as a witness
two years ago, and no new circum-
stances have emerged legally since then,”
he wrote, suggesting that the case had
been initiated for political reasons.

Sargsyan went on trial in Yerevan
a year ago to face corruption charges
he has alsorejected as being politically
motivated.

The ex-president is accused of
organizing the embezzlement of about
$1 million in relation to the alleged
misappropriation of fuel.

Sargsyan is also suspected of
abuse of power in a criminal case
launched last month over the alleged
misappropriation of state money.

The case was opened after a
leading Armenian investigation website,
the Fact Investigation Platform, re-
ported that during Sargsyan’s tenure
as president, the presidential plane made
more than a dozen flights to the Ger-
man resort of Baden-Baden at the ex-
pense of the budget.

Sargsyan and members of his
political team also reject these allega-
tions as politically motivated.

Azerbaijan Clearly Demonstrates Territorial Claims

Continued frompage 1

gressive policies Azerbaijan not only
invades Armenian sovereign territory,
but also assails Armenia’s “statehood,
sovereignty, independence and democ-
racy.” He pledged that Yerevan will
continue to raise this issue in the inter-
national arena.

“Azerbaijan clearly demonstrates
that it has territorial claims against
Armenia. What does the ‘Zangezur
corridor’ or ‘Western Zangezur’ ex-
pressions mean?” he said. “We have
stated before, and now we also declare
that we have not discussed the issue in
corridor logic, we are not discussing it
and will not be discussing it, which
does not mean that we are abandoning
the agenda of opening regional links.”

Pashinyan said that after having
been in a blockade for three decades
Armenia, in fact, may need regional
unblocking more than Azerbaijan. He
claimed that Azerbaijan’s insistence
on corridor logic may be aimed at
thwarting Armenia’s efforts to achieve
this unblocking.

A pledge to unblock “all eco-
nomic and transport connections in
the region” was included in last year’s
ceasefire agreement. Azerbaijan, in co-
ordination with its close ally Turkey,
has imposed a devastating economic
blockade on Armenia forover 25 years.

Ifestablished, the connection will
remain under Armenian sovereignty,
Pashinyan said, adding that the
ceasefire agreement says that all inter-

national roads will remain under the
control of the countries in whose ter-
ritories they lie.

At his press conference,
Pashinyan said that he expects to sign
a document in the near future with
Azerbaijan establishing a joint com-
mission to demarcate and delimit the
two countries’ shared border.

“A potential document that will
be signed will be traced to the fact that
Armenia and Azerbaijan are forming a
commission that begins to deal with
the delimitation and demarcation of
borders,” he said.

Answering a question about rela-
tions with Turkey, Pashinyan expressed
readiness to establish relations with
Turkey. “We want to normalize rela-
tions with Turkey. But we also want to
ask a question to Azerbaijan and Tur-
key. Do they want to destroy Arme-
nia? Do they want to continue and
complete the genocide of the Arme-
nian people? If not, it’s a different
question. If yes, which should be our
choice?” the Prime Minister said.

“I'want Turkey and Azerbaijan to
answer very clearly — not in words,
but in deeds — whether they want to
annihilate the Armenian people, whether
they want to destroy the Armenian
statehood, whether they want to con-
tinue the policy of genocide. If yes,
what choice do we have, except for
resistance? If not, then they are right —
there is a historic opportunity to stablish
peace and stability in this region,” the
Prime Minister said.
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Hayastan All Armenian Fund Implements
New Development Projects in Syunik

YEREVAN —Initiated by Presi-
dent Armen Sarkissian, the Hayastan
All Armenian Fund launches projects
in Syunik to address community, edu-
cation, and social issues in the re-
gion.

During his visit to Syunik in
April, Chairman of the Board of Trust-
ees President Armen Sarkissian met
with the heads of the communities to
better understand their immediate
needs. The President affirmed his
support to resolve their issues with
all possible efforts made to alleviate
the concerns of our compatriots and
their communities

Based on the informationreceived
from the heads of the communities and
following further discussions, an ini-
tiative was launched with the goal of
resolving community, social and edu-
cational issues. This initiative will be
implemented in stages through the joint
efforts of the Office of the President
and the Hayastan All Armenian Fund.

In Phase 1, solar water heaters
are currently being installed in various
communities thanks to the support of
the Fund’s worldwide partners.

Following the war, the border
village of Shurnukh has faced a signifi-
cant economic downturn. The com-
munity has no access to gas and the
cost of using electricity to heat water
is too expensive for most to afford.
Thanks to solar water heaters the vil-
lagers will not be forced to burn wood
to heat water. All families in the village
will be provided with solar water heat-
ers. This type of energy saving will

lighten the daily load of the residents.

From now on, the community of
Khoznavar will benefit from the natu-
ral power of the sun. 33 houses in the
village already have solar heaters with
the rest underway. Solar photovoltaic
panels will also be installed on commu-
nity buildings.

13 houses in Aravus village al-
ready have solar water heaters. 150
residents will no longer have to pay for
hot water. This support is not mon-
etary but will help the residents save
money. Their gas payments will be
reduced by about 70% as the sun will
provide them with hot water all year
round.

109 solar heaters will also be
installed in the community of Davit
Bek. To keep the sun’s heat within the
walls of the school, the doors and
windows have been replaced and the
roof fixed. The same will be done in
the community of Chakaten.

All efforts will be made to allevi-
ate the concerns of our compatriots
and their communities.

Armenia Elected Member of UNESCO
Executive Board

Within the framework of the 41st
session of the General Conference of
UNESCO, Armenia was elected mem-
ber of the organization’s Executive
Board, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
informs.

“For the first time since its ac-
cession to UNESCO in 1992, Armenia
has been elected to UNESCO Execu-
tive Board for 2021-2025,” the minis-
try said in a Twitter post.

“Candidates from four countries
— Armenia, Lithuania, Ukraine and
Azerbaijan — were nominated for the
three vacancies in the Executive Coun-
cil elections to the regional group of
Eastern European countries. Armenia

received an impressive 146 votes at
UNESCO General Conference,which
is a strong testimony of trust expressed
by the international community to our
candidacy,” the Ministry said.

The Executive Board of UNESCO
is made up of 58 member states and is
the second most important body of the
organization after the General Confer-
ence. The meetings of the Executive
Council are convened twice a year; the
main function of the latter is to ensure
the proper implementation of the deci-
sions adopted by the General Assem-
bly.

Armenia joined UNESCO on 9
June 1992.

Armenian Bar Turns Another Page
at Its 32" Annual Meeting in New York

NEW YORK -- New York City
seldom disappoints and often dazzles,
just as it did when it played generous
hostto the Armenian Bar Association’s
32nd Annual Meeting from November
5-6, 2021. The weekend was marked
by a deep sense of camaraderie, com-
mitment and collegiality among the
many lawyers, law students and judges
in attendance who assembled in-per-
son for the first time in two years
because of the worldwide pandemic.
Picking up right up where it had left
off, the Annual Meeting Weekend be-
gan with a marvelous welcome recep-
tion, followed by captivating panel dis-
cussions, meaningful reports on the
Association’s activities, and the elec-
tion of new board members and ex-
ecutive officers.

The Friday evening program fea-
tured a moving video tribute and per-
sonal reflections in honor of recently-
passed, former Chairman Edvin
Minassian. New York-based Claire
Kedeshian was pitch-perfect as she
ushered in the most fitting mood for
Edvin’s memorial presentation during
which Armenian Bar Chairwoman Lucy
Varpetian, Dr. Antranig Kasparian
(Edvin’s former colleague in commu-
nity-building efforts), and Bita Adham
(Edvin’s former law partner) offered
compassionate and thoughtful words
of reflection. The evening’s musical
interlude, provided by Joel A. Martin,
aka Jazzical Komitas, was simply spec-
tacular, moving many to tears, with
several breathtaking renditions of
the sacred music of Komitas Vartabed.

The next day, Midtown Manhat-
tan—and more precisely the intersec-
tion of Madison Avenue and 43
Street—was transformed into Arme-
nian Bar headquarters for the panel
discussions, the business and board
meetings, and the election of officers.

The first program, entitled Ac-
countability and Recourse under
United Nations Treaty Bodies, was
moderated by Levon Golendukhin of
Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP and
galvanized by Alexander Bedrosyan of
Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP and
Astghik Hairapetian, Law Clerk at the
U.S. District Court for the Southern
District of Texas. Their discussion
offered a primer on the sophisticated
and timely topics of international hu-
man rights law and international hu-
manitarian law, which sound similar
but carry distinct characteristics. The
panelists also highlighted the rights of
individuals under various human rights
treaties, including the Convention on

the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination (CERD), which is the
bedrock of the Armenia vs. Azerbaijan
state-to-state action currently pending
before the International Court of Jus-
tice. CERD is also the legal framework
of an Armenian Bar-supported petition
to the responsible United Nations Com-
mittee on behalf of individual victims
of Azerbaijan’s illicit war of aggres-
sion against Artsakh.

The second continuing legal edu-
cation presentation, entitled Free
Speech on the Roberts Court and the
Trump Court, proved to be fully satis-
fying for practitioners and students in
the field of First Amendment law, and
equally gratifying for newcomers to
the area. In the tradition of the best of
professors who teach with uncompli-
cated, understandable, and relatable
methods, Professor Gregory Magarian
explained how the United States Su-
preme Court influences the quality of
our public discussion insofar as it has
the ability to define the scope and
power of the First Amendment. Inter-
estingly, Professor Magarian, who
teaches Constitutional Law at Wash-
ington University School of Law in St.
Louis, explained how First Amend-
ment legal doctrine is fundamentally
formed not so much by the judicial
branch which draws its brought out-
lines, but rather in political/social con-
texts as we experience them. Profes-
sor Magarian is just one of a few
Armenian-Americans who have served
as judicial clerks to the United States
Supreme Court, having worked as a
judicial clerk for Justice John Paul
Stevens. The presentation was mod-
erated by Taline Sahakian of
Constantine Cannon LLP.

During the ensuing business meet-
ing which several dozen members at-
tended both in-person and virtually,
Chairwoman Lucy Varpetian presented
a comprehensive report on the
Association’s plentiful activities dur-
ing the last year. The overview homed
in on the current status and future
plans for the Association’s pro bono
clinics, domestic violence initiatives,
mentorship and student outreach pro-
grams, and, in particular, on the mobi-
lization of a great many Armenian Bar
members during and following the 44-
Day War in an effort to mount legal
challenges to the wide spectrum of
unlawful trespasses experienced by
the Armenian nation.

The business meeting concluded
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Bishop Daniel Findikyan Lectures on the “Healing Mystery of Penance”
at Fordham University’s Orthodox Christian Studies Center

“How often have we asked the
ageless questions: ‘Whathave we done
to deserve this? What do we have to do
to make amends, to make ourselves
right with God?’”

Bishop Daniel Findikyan posed
those questions in a lecture on Novem-
ber 16, 2021. The Primate of the East-
ern Diocese of the Armenian Church
of America raised them in the context
of the ongoing pandemic crisis, and
the disruption it has brought to every
human life.

The occasion was the Economos
Orthodoxy in America Lecture: the
prestigious annual event sponsored by
Fordham University’s Orthodox Chris-
tian Studies Center. Bishop Daniel
joined a roster of distinguished schol-
ars and churchmen who have been
featured in that forum, when he deliv-
ered the 2021 lecture under the title,
“Returning to Normalcy and the Sac-
rament of Penance.”

Speaking before a live audience
at University Church on Fordham’s
Rose Hill Campus, Bishop Daniel’s
wide-ranging talk wove together
strands from Scripture and liturgical
practice, from contemporary social
observation and the writings of Arme-
nian Church fathers, in order to re-
cover an ancient view of the sacra-
ment of penance that could address the
anxieties of the present day.

“The time is right for a critical
reassessment of the healing mystery,
the healing power of penance in its
fullest sense,” Bishop Findikyan said,
addressing the audience. The sacra-
ment of penance is more than a peri-
odic attempt to “make ourselves right
before God,” he said.

“The Armenian Church’s explicit
understanding of penance as a return
from sorrow resonates with a sort of

hopeful expectation that is in very
short supply in these COVID times.”

The annual Economos lecture
series has featured a variety of speak-
ers, including archbishops, reverends,
and professors. Last year, Fordham
welcomed His Eminence Archbishop
Elpidophoros of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America to the Rose
Hill campus. Bishop Findikyan is the
first Armenian lecturer in the series.

In his speech Bishop Findikyan
analyzed the three key parts of this
title—normalcy, sacraments, and pen-
ance—through the lens of the COVID-
19 pandemic.

Over the past 21 months, people
across the world have yearned for
normalcy, said the bishop. But the
pandemic has also given us the oppor-
tunity to reconsider what normalcy
means.

“No one denies the pain, grief,
death, and economic uncertainty, po-
litical polarization, and other afflic-
tions that COVID has wrought. Yet ...
We would do well to question the
instinctive assumption that pre-

Armenian Bar Turns Another Page

Continued from page 3

with elections for open positions on
the Board of Governors. Every year,
5-6 members are elected for three-
year terms to serve on the 18-member
board. Re-elected as governors are
Karnig Kerkonian of Illinois, Mesrop
Khoudagoulian of California, and Scott
Ohnegian of New Jersey. Elected for
the first time to the board are Taline
Sahakian of New York and Tigran
Palyan of California who replace the
expiring terms of Armenian Bar lead-
ers and stalwarts Saro Kerkonian and
Tina Odjaghian of California. Reflec-
tive of her enduring humility, board

member Christine Engustian of Rhode
Island offered her unexpired board
seat to allow for the next generation of
leaders to rise into the ranks of the
Armenian Bar’s leadership. Los Ange-
les Superior Court Judge Amy
Ashvanian, a catalyst of several im-
portant Armenian Bar initiatives, has
assumed that board seat.

The newly assembled Board of
Governors then re-elected Lucy
Varpetian of California as Chairper-
son, Taline Sahakian of New York and
RaffiSarrafian ofIllinois as Vice Chair-
persons, Grant Petrosyan of New Y ork
as Secretary, and Gerard Kassabian of
California as Treasurer.

France and Armenia Regard

Continued from page 1

and to take effective steps to make
Azerbaijan withdraw its armed forces
from the Armenian territory.

The sides attached importance to
the peaceful settlement of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict in the framework of
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairman-
ship and mandate. During the meeting
the sides also touched upon the urgent

resolution of post-war humanitarian
issues, including the return of all Ar-
menian prisoners of war and civilian
hostages held in Azerbaijan.

At the end of the meeting an
agreement was signed between the
National Assembly of Armenia and the
Senate of France, which envisages
multi-polar cooperation between the leg-
islative bodies for the sake of friendship
and solidarity between two countries.

COVID, everything was jolly and that
the challenge of our age is to return to
that previous condition,” said Bishop
Findikyan.

A large problem with our pre-
pandemic lifestyle is “lust for content-
ment sought apart from God,” said the
bishop. He compared this with the
biblical story of Adam and Eve, who
surrendered to their desire to eat fruit
from a forbidden tree. They gained
great knowledge, but lost their inno-
cence.

“The normalcy that many of us
desire nowadays is actually the illusion
of good food, of delight to the eyes, of
desire, and of wisdom. Consciously or
unconsciously, I fear that many of us
are looking for personal fulfillment
apart from God ... The pursuit of such
anormal is sinful in the fullest, proper
sense of the word, and that path is
naked,” said Bishop Findikyan. “The
only true path toward those blessed
ideals is to be found in Jesus Christ, by
means of the mystery of penance.”

We are taught that penance is one
of the seven sacraments, said the
bishop, but the sacraments are more
than a finite number of ceremonies.

“Our incorporation as the body
of Christ occurs in every sacramental
encounter, in every liturgical celebra-
tion,” said Bishop Findikyan. “And so
with every one of those celebrations,
those sacraments, when we dedicate
ourselves to the Church’s liturgical
life, we gradually come to an evermore
intimate knowledge of God.”

The role of sacramental penance
in the pandemic is important, said the
bishop—and it should be much more
than a “periodic” spiritual encounter.

“Repentance, penance, is that life-
giving reconciling action by which we
sinners regularly and continuously turn
away from grief and come back to
God,” said Bishop Findikyan. “Pen-
ance should not be an exceptional,
occasional intervention, but a continu-
ous journey of realigning one’s
thoughts, actions, and commitment to
Jesus Christ ... It should be as regular
and intrinsic to our spiritual lives as
breathing is to one’s physical life.”

Bishop Findikyan described true
penance as the “living, throbbing heart
of Christian faith and life”—something
that is lacking in many parts of Ameri-
can Christianity today.

“The sacrament of penance itself
is the norm and the normal to which
we aspire,” said Bishop Findikyan,
“and to which we really should return,
breath by breath, moment by moment.”

The Economos Orthodoxy in
America Lecture series has explored
how the Orthodox tradition intersects
with the American religious experi-
ence since its first lecture in 2004.
Funding for the lecture is made pos-
sible by a landmark endowment from
Christ and Anastasia Economos and a
generous grant from the Nicholas J.
and Anna K. Bouras Foundation, Inc.
The lecture series is hosted by
Fordham’s Orthodox Christian Stud-
ies Center.

Armenian FM Says Turkey Sets

Continued frompage 1

Pashinyan has rejected the “corridor
logic” for unblocking transport routes
in the region.

Foreign Minister Mirzoyan also
told the French daily that the demand
for what Azerbaijan seeks as an
exterritorial corridor cannot be a sub-
ject of discussion.

“States must allow transit while
maintaining sovereignty over their ter-
ritory. All transport links in the region
must be reopened,” Mirzoyan added.

Turkey has long been a key re-
gional ally of Azerbaijan and has kept
its border with Armenia closed for
nearly three decades, due to what it
said was Armenia’s occupation of
Nagorno-Karabakh and surrounding
districts.

The Armenian foreign minister
also said that the situation in Nagorno-
Karabakh remained tense.

“Over the past year Azerbaijan has
committed about 30 serious violations of
the ceasefire, as a result of which there
have been casualties on the Armenian
side. Civilians have also been killed.
Nevertheless, Armenia is making every
effort to establish lasting peace in the

region. However, in order for this pro-
cess to be effective, these efforts must
be bilateral,” Mirzoyan said.

Mirzoyan stressed that Armenia
is ready to hand over to Azerbaijan all
the maps of minefields in the region
that it has its disposal. However, he
said, Azerbaijan, “despite having an
obligation, does not release Armenian
prisoners of war.”

“While we talk about peace,
Azerbaijan multiplies xenophobic state-
ments. This is evidenced by the
speeches of the president of Azerbaijan,
the “Trophy Park” that was opened in
Baku last spring, where Armenians are
presented in a humiliated and ridiculed
way,” the Armenian foreign minister
said.

Mirzoyan also stressed the need
for resuming talks under the auspices of
the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs. “Cer-
tainly, the issue of the final settlement of
the conflict remains on the agenda. But
at this stage we have agreed to go
forward by taking small steps, such as to
secure the release of prisoners of war
and access of international organiza-
tions, including UNESCO, to Nagorno-
Karabakh for humanitarian purposes,”
Mirzoyan said.
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