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Armenian Parliament Elects
Vahagn Khachatryan as President

YEREVAN—The Armenian par-
liament elected on Thursday Minister
of High-Technology Industry Vahagn
Khachatryan as the new president of
the republic.

Khachatryan, who was nomi-
nated for the post by the ruling Civil
Contract party, will have largely cer-
emonial powers, just like his predeces-
sor Armen Sarkissian. The latter unex-
pectedly resigned in late January, say-
ing that during his nearly four-year
presidency he has lacked “necessary
tools to influence” political and socio-
economic developments in Armenia.

Khachatryan, 62, is an econo-
mist who had served as mayor of
Yerevan from 1992-1996 during
former President Levon Ter-
Petrosian’s rule. He joined Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan’s government
last August.

The parliament controlled by Civil
Contract needed two rounds of voting
to elect Khachatryan for a seven-year
term. His candidacy was backed by 71
members of the 107-seat National As-
sembly in the second round.

The opposition Hayastan (Ar-
menia) and Pativ Unem (I Have
Honor) alliances refused to take part
in the elections. In the first round
Khachatryan had to garner 81 votes

to be elected. In the second round, 64
votes were enough for the candidate to
be elected.

Addressing the National Assem-
bly before the votes, Khachatryan made
clear that he will be helping the Arme-
nian government implement its do-
mestic and foreign policies.

Khachatrian stated at the same
time that he will strive to represent not
only Pashinyan’s political team and
ordinary supporters but also other strata
of the Armenian society. “I’'m sure
that you don’t want me to be only your

Continued onpage3

Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan
to Attend Antalya Forum in Turkey

YEREVAN — Foreign Minister
Ararat Mirzoyan has accepted his Turk-
ish counterpart’s invitation to take part
in an international conference that will
be held in Turkey this week.

The Antalya Diplomacy Forum
organized by the Turkish government
and slated for March 11-13 will bring
together politicians, diplomats and ex-
perts from around the world for three-
day discussions on international secu-
rity.

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu announced in January that
Mirzoyan is among foreign dignitaries
invited to the forum. He revealed the
invitation just days after special en-
voys of Armenia and Turkey held the
first round of negotiations on normal-
izing relations between the two neigh-
boring states. They described the talks
held in Moscow as “positive and con-
structive.”

The envoys met again in Vienna
on February 24. Mirzoyan seemed sat-
isfied with their second meeting when
he spoke in the Armenian parliament
last week.

“We inform that Foreign Minis-
ter Ararat Mirzoyan of Armenia will
participate in the Antalya Diplomacy
Forum,” Vahan Hunanyan, the spokes-
man for the Armenian Foreign Minis-

try, said in a short statement issued on
Monday.

Hunanyan did not say whether
Mirzoyan will meet with Cavusoglu on
the sidelines of the forum.

It was confirmed, meanwhile,
that Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov will also fly to the Turkish
resort city for the gathering. Russia
has welcomed the Turkish-Armenian
dialogue as have the United States and
the European Union.

Lavrov and Mirzoyan spoke by
phone on Friday. The Russian Foreign
Ministry said they discussed “coordi-
nation of Russia’s and Armenia’s ap-
proaches in the international arena.”

Russians Flock to Armenia
Amid Ukraine War, Western Sanctions

YEREVAN —
Thousands of Rus- §
sians, many of them
tech professionals,
have migrated to Ar-
menia since the start of
Russia’s invasion of |y
Ukraine and the ensu- 4

Moscow.

The unprec-
edented influx is par-
ticularly visible in the center of Yerevan
where mostly young Russians can now
be seen not only walking the streets
and dining at restaurants but also queu-
ing up in local banks or outside ATMs.

Virtually all migrants randomly
interviewed by RFE/RL’s Armenian
Service were information technology
(IT) or finance specialists. Most of
them gave economic reasons for their
decision to leave Russia. Some said
they decided to get out in protest against
the Russian military assault ordered by
President Vladimir Putin.

“I have come here to avoid prob-
lems with work and to make sure I'm
in a calm state of mind,” said Ilya
Kornienko, an ethnic Ukrainian from
Moscow who arrived in Yerevan on
Monday morning.

Kornienko, who is currently stay-

inginalocal hotel, will be joined by his
girlfriend later this month. He is al-
ready looking for an apartment.

Andranik Harutiunyan, a real
estate agent, estimated that apart-
ment rents in Yerevan have risen by
20 to 30 percent over the past week.
“Demand [for housing] is very
strong,” he said.

As 33 countries — including all
27 European Union member states —
closed their airspace to Russian carri-
ers late last month, Armenia became
one of the few destinations still acces-
sible for Russians keen to travel abroad.
The South Caucasus state is Russia’s
main regional ally and the majority of
its citizens speak Russian.

On Monday alone, there were

Continued on page4

Brothers of War Dead to Be Exempt
From Military Service

YEREVAN — The National As-
sembly approved on Friday a bill that
will exempt the brothers and sons of
Armenian soldiers killed in action from
compulsory military service.

The exemption will primarily ap-
ply to close relatives of victims of the
2020 war in Nagorno-Karabakh. At
least 3,800 Armenian soldiers and vol-
unteers died during the six-week hos-
tilities stopped by a Russian-brokered
ceasefire.

“We have younger brothers of
servicemen killed during the 44-day
Armenian-Azerbaijani war who are
subject to military draft because they
are not the sole male siblings of their

families,” said Hayk Sargsyan, aruling
party lawmaker and the author of the
bill. “Many of their parents are in a
severe psychological and socioeco-
nomic state and don’t want to send
their younger sons to compulsory mili-
tary service.”

According to Sargsyan’s esti-
mates, only 52 young men will likely
qualify for the exemption over the next
two years. Sixteen other brothers of
fallen soldiers were drafted in the past
year. They will be demobilized after
the bill is signed into law and comes
into effect.

Continued on page4
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Iran to Deepen Trade Ties with Armenia
Via Joint Ventures

YEREVAN — RA Minister of
Territorial Administration and Infra-
structures Gnel Sanosyan received
Thursday the delegation led by the
Minister of Industry, Mines and Trade
of the Islamic Republic of Iran Seyed
Reza Fatemi Amin, which also in-
cluded the Ambassador of Iran to Ar-
menia Abbas Badakhshan Zohuri.

The Minister praised the
friendly relations with Iran, em-
phasizing that the two countries
have a great potential, a small part
of whichisrealized. There is a need
to deepen the existing cooperation
in a number of spheres.

Fatemi-Amin stated that his visit
to Armeniais aimed at expanding bilat-
eral trade ties between the two neigh-
boring countries via joint investment
projects.

“This visit is focused on deepen-
ing ties between Iran and Armenia via
joint ventures,” said Fatemi-Amin upon
his arrival in the Armenian capital of
Yerevan. The Iranian minister stated
the construction of north-south high-
way, will be a stimulus for the devel-
opment of trade relations between the
two countries.

The Iranian minister is heading a
high-ranking delegation, including trade
officials and CEOs of private compa-

nies. This is the first visit to Armenia
by high-ranking Iranian officials since
President Ebrahim Raeisi took office
back in August 2021.

Expanding trade diplomacy with
regional states tops the agenda of the
new Iranian administration. Fatemi-
Amin has already made several trips to
the Persian Gulf states of the United
Arab Emirates, Qatar and Oman to
boost bilateral trade relations.

The Iranian minister also de-
scribed Armenia as an important trade
partner whose economy complements
that of Iran’s.

“Armenia as a member state of
the Eurasian Economic Union and a
neighboring country of Iran is of
great significance. The economies
of Iran and Armenia are complemen-
tary. We can export technology in
many industrial sectors to Armenia
and import our required industrial
know-how from Armenia,” said the
Iranian minister.

Trade relations between Iran and
Armenia have dramatically expanded
after Iran signed a Free Trade Agree-
ment with the Eurasian Economic
Union (EAEU) in October 2019.

Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, and Russia are the mem-
ber states of EAEU.

Armenian Embassy in Ukraine
Moved Out of Kyiv

KYTV — Armeniaannounced the
evacuation of its embassy in Kyiv on
Friday as Russian forces continued to
approach Ukraine’s capital on the ninth
day of their invasion.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
said that the embassy staff was relo-
cated to the western Ukrainian cities of
Lviv and Uzhgorod for safety reasons.
It said the diplomats “will continue to
work and serve Armenian citizens”
from there.

“Let us emphasize that the Em-
bassy of the Republic of Armenia in
Ukraine is one of the few embassies
that have worked with all their staff
and served compatriots during all this
time, and it will continue to do so from
the new locations,” the ministry
spokesman, Vahan Hunanyan, wrote
on Facebook.

Hunanyan said nothing about the
Armenian consulate in the Black Sea
city of Odessa which military observ-
ers believe could be captured by Rus-
sian troops in the coming days. He
again posted emergency phone num-

—
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bers for Armenian nationals who want
to leave or have already left Ukraine
and need assistance.

Estimates of the number of eth-
nic Armenians who lived in Ukraine
before the war vary from 100,000 to
400,000. Many of them are said to hold
Armenian passports. The European
Union has allowed them to enter
Ukraine’s EU members without
Schengen visas.

March 12, 2022

GAO Report Finds That State Department
Failed to Comply with Reporting
Requirements of Section 907

Government
Accountability

Office (GAO)

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Senator
Robert Menendez (D-NJ), Chairman
of the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, released on Wednesday a re-
port by the Government Accounting
Office (GAO) which found that, ac-
cording to Chairman Menendez, “the
State Department failed to comply with
reporting requirements for reviewing
U.S. assistance to the Government of
Azerbaijan”.

Further, according to Chairman
Menendez, the GAO report “found
that over several years, the Depart-
ment of State and Department of De-
fense failed to meet statutory report-
ing requirements to Congress on the
impact of U.S. assistance on the mili-
tary balance between Armenia and
Azerbaijan.”

Per Senator Menendez's press
release, the following are key findings
from the GAO report:

- State’s reporting to Congress

from FY2014-FY2021 did not address
required elements, including the im-
pact on proposed assistance on the
military balance between Armenia and
Azerbaijan.

- State’s Memorandums of Jus-
tification contained limited or no
details regarding quantity of assis-
tance, status of the military balance
between Armenia and Azerbaijan,
the impact of U.S. assistance on
the military balance, or the impact
of the assistance on peace negotia-
tions.

- State’s 2021 guidance did not
provide detailed instructions to agen-
cies about reporting requirements to
Congress.

- State and DoD did not docu-
ment their consideration of waiver re-
quirements from FY2014-FY2020, in-
cluding how they determined assis-
tance would not be used for offensive
purposes against Armenia.

Armenia Abstains from UN Resolution
Calling for Russia’s Withdrawal from Ukraine

Voting Started
Item 5 - Draft resolution A/ES-11/L.1
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Armenia has abstained from vot-
ing on a UN General Assembly resolu-
tion that deplores “in the strongest
terms” Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

The resolution, approved late on
Wednesday by 141 members of the
193-member body, demands that Rus-
siaimmediately stop its war in Ukraine
and withdraw all of its troops from
Ukrainian territory.

Russia was joined by Belarus,
which has served as a launch pad for
Russian invasion forces, Eritrea, North
Korea and Syria in voting against the
non-binding resolution.

Thirty-five UN members ab-
stained. They included China, India,
Iran as well as Armenia and three other
members of the Russian-led Collective
Security Treaty Organization. Eleven
other nations, including Azerbaijan,
did not vote at all.

Armenia had repeatedly voted
against UN General Assembly resolu-
tions condemning Russia’s annexation
of Crimea and upholding Ukrainian
sovereignty over the Black Sea penin-
sula.

Last week, it also voted against
the effective suspension of Russia’s
membership in the Council of Eu-
rope. The decision was backed by
42 members of the Strasbourg-based
organization. Armenia was the only
member state that joined Russia in
opposing it.

In what was the first official
Armenian reaction to the Russian as-
sault, Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
said on Wednesday that Yerevan is
“deeply saddened” by the war in
Ukraine. He expressed hope that fresh
Russian-Ukrainian negotiations “will
produce results.”
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Artsakh FM, Rep. Pallone Discuss Ways to
Overcome Consequences of the War

Ml bR RURPULSULL

Upgw uh Cwbpuwwbunugsut
LS Linufuiupiuap

STEPANAKERT — On March
4, Foreign Minister of the Republic of
Artsakh David Babayan had a virtual
meeting with Co-Chairman of the U.S.
Congressional Caucus on Armenian
Issues Frank Pallone.

A wide range of issues related
to the settlement of the Azerbaijani-
Karabagh conflict, the current situa-
tion in Artsakh, the activitiecs aimed
at overcoming the consequences of
the war, the recent geopolitical de-
velopments were discussed during
the meeting.

David Babayan stressed that the
aggressive and expansionist policy of
Azerbaijan and Turkey, as well as their
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close relations with international ter-
rorist organizations pose a serious
threat to regional and global security,
and the lack of corresponding timely
response would generate tragic conse-
quences.

The Foreign Minister expressed
gratitude to Congressman Pallone for
constantly supporting Artsakh, strug-
gling for the recognition of the Arme-
nian Genocide and against its denial,
persistently contributing to the resolu-
tion of various pan-Armenian issues.

Permanent Representative of the
Republic of Artsakh to the USA and
Canada Robert Avetisian and other of-
ficials also participated in the meeting.

Turkish Citizen Suspected of Involvement
in Assassination of Hrant Dink Arrested
in Kyrgyzstan

BISHKEK — Kyrgyz authori-
ties have arrested a Turkish citizen
suspected of involvement in the as-
sassination of of Istanbul-Armenian
journalist Hrant Dink.

Dink, founder and editor of
Agos newspaper, was killed at the
entrance of his office on January 19,
2007 by Ogun Samast.

Samast, a minor at the time,
was sentenced to 21 years and 10
months in prison. At least 19 people
were named in the case.

During the operation against
illegal migration, the Kyrgyz Minis-
try of Internal Affairs received in-
formation about the use of false
documents by a Turkish citizen.
Thus, on February 26, 2022, as a
result of special operations, a Turk-
ish citizen born in 1984, was de-
tained in the capital with a fake pass-
port and a driver’s license.

During the investigation, it was
found out that the detained foreign
citizen is wanted by the law enforce-
ment agencies of the Republic of
Turkey. He is wanted in Istanbul on
charges of involvement in the assas-

sination of journalist Hrant Dink, as
well as a number of other serious
crimes, including involvement in or-
ganized crime.

A criminal case has been initi-
ated on the fact under articles 378
(Illegal crossing of the state border)
and 379 (Forgery of documents) of
the Criminal Code of the Kyrgyz
Republic.

On February 28, by the deci-
sion of the Pervomaisky District
Court of Bishkek the man was taken
into custody for two months.

Armenian Parliament Elects

Continued from page 1

president,” he told pro-government
lawmakers.

The prime minister was quick to
congratulate Khachatryan on becom-
ing president. He mnoted that
Khachatryan is taking office at a time
when Armenia is going through a “dif-

ficult period of regional and interna-
tional challenges.”

He reminded that according to
the Constitution of the Republic of
Armenia, the President of the Republic
carries out supra-partisan activities;
when exercising his powers, he is
guided exclusively by national inter-
ests.

March 12, 2022

Henrikh Mkhitaryan Announces Retirement
From Armenian National Team

ROME -- AS Roma star Henrikh
Mkhitaryan has announced that he will
no longer play with the Armenian na-
tional team.

Mkhitaryan earned 95 caps and
scored 32 goals during an impressive
15-year national team career. He
captained his nation since 2015, but
has decided to call it a day having last
played for them in a 4-1 defeat to
Germany back in November.

In an emotional Instagram
post, Mkhitaryan explained his
decesion:

"Dear Friends, I remember when
I first put on my National Team jersey,
this was in a friendly against Panama,
and my first goal for my nation, in a
World Cup qualifier against Estonia.

"l wanted to win every step of
my career, no matter how difficult that
would be.

"It was an honour to play for my
nation for the past 15 years and even
more so of an honour to captain it for
the last 6 years.

"After 95 international caps, hard
work, passion and unprecedented ups
and downs along the journey repre-
senting my country on the field, I have
taken the decision to retire from my
international career with the Armenian
National Team.

"I came to this decision after my
last game against Germany in Novem-
ber. I think it is the right time. I’ve
given everything I can possibly give to
my National Team.

"For the coming years [ will there-
fore be fully focused on my club ca-
reer.

"My soccer nest was woven in
Armenia, my homeland, and T will
forever be grateful to every single
person who supported me, who
coached me, who I played with and
who contributed to my growth as a
footballer and as a person.

"Good luck to my National Team!

“Forever yours

“Heno.”

16 Arrested as Armenian National Security
Service Neutralizes Another Spying Network

YEREVAN (Armradio) — The
Armenian National Security Service
has revealed and neutralized another
network of agents created by foreign
special services in the Republic of
Armenia and Artsakh Republic. Per-
sons serving in different subdivisions
of the Armed Forces, former service-
men and employees of state bodies of
the Republic of Artsakh were involved
in the network.

To recruit the above-mentioned
persons, to carry out the activities
more easily, to reduce the risks of
disclosure, the organizers posted false
advertisements on social networks,
offering high-paying jobs in foreign
countries, and requiring to fill in appli-
cations that would include personal
and biographical information.

Later, the foreign special ser-
vices offered to cooperate with them
for money and provide information
on strategically important facilities
located in Armenia and the Republic
of Artsakh, military equipment, mili-
tary units, armaments, ammunition,
servicemen, their number, locations,
combat positions, official secret docu-
ments, etc.

For the complete, successful
implementation of the set tasks, the
foreign special services provided the
recruits with the necessary technical
equipment, including computers
equipped with special software and
technical means.

A total of 16 people were ar-
rested on suspicion of high treason,
some confessed to the crime.

“Yourrich biography and experi-
ence, high personal qualities inspire
confidence that you will be just like
that while exercising the powers of the
President and thus will contribute to
the increase of effectiveness and bal-

ance of the legislative, executive, judi-
cial branches,” PM Pashinyan said.

The president of Armenia is
elected for a term of seven years by the
parliament. Presidents are limited to
one term of office.
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Zoryan Institute Celebrates International Women’s Day

Shifting the Focus from Grandiose Gestures
to Demanding Equal Rights for Women
in Armenia

“We need to engage in a civil
rights framework. Civil rights framing
shifts the lens from personal to public,
and engages society as an injured party,
not just individuals, so that we’re all
invested in prevention. It promotes
advocacy by state officials, eliminates
hierarchical thinking, and supports
gender equality as normative.”- Judy
Norsigian, Founding Member and Chair
of Our Bodies, Ourselves

March 8, 2022: In a recent con-
ference hosted by the Zoryan Institute
in partnership with the UCLA Promise
Armenian Institute, titled Gender and
Intersectionality in Post-Soviet Arme-
nia Conference, experts analyzed the
many gender-related challenges in the
present-day Republic of Armenia, and
offered recommendations to address
them. In the quote above, Judy
Norsigian provided suggestions on how
Armenia can move away from struc-
tured inequality in society, which has
the potential to breed violence against
the underclass and gender-based vio-
lence, to promote gender equality and
equal justice.

Today we mark International
Women’s Day (IWD), a day to cel-
ebrate women’s immense contribu-
tions to all aspects of society and to
reflect on progress made in advancing
the rights of women and girls. This
day is also an opportunity to reflect of
the societal shift in mindset towards
these advancements, and to inspire
action to achieve gender equality on a
global scale.

In Armenia, March 8th is recog-
nized as an official national holiday. On
this day, public events celebrating
women are held across the country.
Women are often showered with flow-
ers and gifts, and family members
often take on the unpaid domestic
responsibilities that predominantly fall
on women. This day also marks the
beginning of a month dedication to
honoring women, which ends on April
7th, a day known nationally as the Day
of Motherhood and Beauty. Critics of
these celebrations often highlight how
the grandiose gestures of this day may
take away from a day of recognition
thatisrooted in demanding equal rights
for women, and overshadow ongoing
gender-related issues in the country.

A number of key issues were
raised in the Zoryan Institute confer-

ence that highlight the need for greater
collaboration across multiple sectors
of society. As Maro Matosian, Founder
and Executive Director ofthe Women’s
Support Center in Armenia stated in
her presentation:

“To deal with societal issues at
large, whether it’s the labour market,
gender equality, or domestic violence,
there has to be collaboration and coor-
dination between justice, health, and
education.”

Irina Ghaplanyan, Political Sci-
entist, and former Deputy Minister of
Environment of the Republic of Arme-
nia, had this to say about the gendered
experiences of policy production:

“To break sexist political culture,
shift non-acknowledgment of
women’s decision-making power, and
disrupt default “masculinity” of lead-
ership positions, we must begin by
“demanding a handshake” — we must
begin by creating gendered spaces in
greetings.”

The theme of this year’s Interna-
tional Women’s Day is #BreaktheBias.
The 12 speakers of the conference
offered invaluable recommendations
on actions we can take both individu-
ally and collectively to challenge bias,
stereotypes, and discrimination and
promote diversity and inclusivity, with
the goal of ultimately achieving gender
equality in the Republic of Armenia
and elsewhere. As Karena Avedissian,
PhD in Political Science and Fellow of
the Royal Society of Arts stated in her
presentation on challenging those who
dismiss the voices of those with
marginalized identities and speak for
others:

“We can withdraw consent to
others’ definitions of us. We need to
speak out and push back to say that we
do not consent to these versions of us.”

On this day, it is important for
the Institute and its constituency to
reflect on the recommendations re-
ceived from this conference, espe-
cially from the speakers with lived
experience in Armenia. It is our hope
that the recommendations made by
Armenian women in their presenta-
tions raise awareness and promote
positive change in Armenian society.
Achieving gender equality will contrib-
ute to the formation of more produc-
tive, healthy, and peaceful societies
worldwide.

Russians Flock to Armenia

Continued from page 1

over two dozen commercial flights to
Yerevan from Moscow and other Rus-
sian cities.

Armenian Economy Minister
Vahan Kerobyan claimed on March 1
that Russian tech companies are al-
ready moving operations to Armenia to
evade the Western sanctions. But he
did not disclose their names or give
other details.

The Armenian government ap-
pears to welcome the arrival of IT
engineers and other skilled workers

from Russia. The Ministry of Economy
set up last week a working group
tasked with helping them settle in the
country.

Armenia has a vibrant IT indus-
try that has grown rapidly for nearly
two decades. According to expert es-
timates, there were at least 2,000 va-
cancies in the sector before the
coronavirus pandemic.

Not all of the arriving Russian
nationals plan to stay in Armenia. As
one of them put it, “Most likely I will
stay here for a couple of months. After
that I’ll get a job in Europe.”

March 12, 2022

Edward Avedisian’s Extraordinary
Contributions to Advancing AUA

YEREVAN — A torchbearer of
support for the American University of
Armenia (AUA), philanthropist Edward
Avedisian has been an unwavering
champion, an influencer of new devel-
opments in the process of institutional
advancement since the early years of
the University. His name is etched in
many educational establishments and
higher education initiatives in Arme-
nia, and in the United States. The most
recent among those innovative under-
takings is the establishment of the first
two Endowed Named Professorships
at AUA, which will promote attracting
top quality scholars and educators from
across the world.

Edward Avedisian, was born in
1937 in Pawtucket, Rhode Island, to
Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian,
both from Kharperd. His father had
emigrated to the United States in 1909
and settled in Rhode Island working as
a weaver. His mother, a Genocide
survivor, emigrated in 1927, marrying
his father that same year, then teach-
ing at a local Armenian school. To-
gether, they raised Edward and his
three siblings, Paramaz, Zvart, and
Paul, placing utmost importance on
their education.

Avedisian earned bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in music from Bos-
ton University, on scholarship. Though
his family did not possess much, they
had ample love and support for their
children. His mother, a talented singer,
was a source of encouragement, con-
stantly reassuring him every time he
picked up his brother’s clarinet and
beganto play. That is how his early years
of developing musical skills began.

Those early attempts with the
family instrument led him to a deco-
rated professional career in music as a
clarinetist with the Boston Pops for 30
years and with the Boston Ballet Or-
chestra for43 seasons. Avedisian guest
performed with the Armenian State
Philharmonic Orchestra, the Arme-
nian Radio and TV Orchestra, and the
National Chamber Orchestra of Arme-
nia. Aside from those rich experiences,
he also served as instructor, lecturer,
and arts administrator, later finding

new success as a private investor.

Seasoned philanthropists, Ed-
ward Avedisian and his wife Pamela
have planted a bounty of seeds at AUA
that have sprouted in support of the
University’s ambitious initiatives. Af-
ter the fall of the Soviet Union and the
founding of AUA in the same year that
Armenia gained independence in 1991,
Avedisian found a niche to advance
education in the homeland, getting di-
rectly involved with AUA shortly after
its founding, and later joining the Board
of Trustees in 1999.

In 1992, Avedisian sponsored the
establishment of the Paul Avedisian
Center for Business Research and De-
velopment (CBRD), named after one
of his brothers, created to foster the
economic development of Armenia in
the pivotal process of transitioning to
amarket economy. The Center contin-
ues to engage students, faculty, and
experts in researching various topics,
and also serves as an information and
consulting services hub.

In 1995, Avedisian funded the
inception of the Zvart Avedisian
Onanian Center for Health Services
Research and Development (CHSR),
named after his sister, as an applied
research center within the AUA
Turpanjian College of Health Sciences
(CHS). The Center was established to
specifically address the evident need
forresearch and development in public
health policy and practice. To this
date, the Center partners with major
global health organizations and promi-
nent academic institutions in public
health research.

Avedisian was also amajor bene-
factor in the construction of the AUA
Paramaz Avedisian Building (PAB)
completed in 2008 and named after his
second brother. As the principal donor
of the 100,000 square foot, state-of-
the-art facility, he served as the Chair
of the Construction Committee from
2005-2009. Today, the building ac-
commodates multiple offices, class-
rooms, research centers, conference
halls, student union, an amphitheater,
and ancillary space for teaching and
learning.

Brothers of War Dead to Be Exempt

Continued frompage 1

“Given that there are tens of thou-
sands of servicemen in our armed forces
... exempting ten to twenty people dur-
ing every [semiannual] call-up won’t
cause any problem,” argued Sargsian.

The bill endorsed by the Arme-
nian Defense Ministry was passed in
the first reading. It was backed by 69
members of the 107-seat parliament.

All members of the opposition
Hayastan or Pativ Unem blocs, ab-
stained from voting.
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DETERMINED & COMPASSIONATE

CRIMINAL DEFENSE

o JUVENILE DEFENSE o DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

o DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE (DUI)
o VEHICULAR OFFENSES/HIT AND RUN
o IMMIGRATION - MOTION TO VACATE A PLEA

o ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY WEAPON

o CRIMES INVOLVING POLICE OFFICERS
o CRIMINAL THREATS o WEAPON CHARGES
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