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PM Pashinyan: Peaceful Regional
Coexistence Is the Only Reliable Security

Guarantee of Artsakh and Armenia

YEREVAN -- In a message is-
sued on the occasion of the 77th anni-
versary of the victory in the World
War Il Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan said the date symbolizes the
beginning of a new era in human his-
tory.

‘With the victory in the war,
civilized humanity said no to one of the
greatest evils, fascism. The role of the
Armenian people in that is invaluable,
of which more than half a million
representatives made a significant con-
tribution to saving humanity from fas-
cism as soldiers of the Soviet Army

and allied armies,’ the message says.

‘Many Armenians sacrificed their
lives for the sake of civilization in that
struggle, showing heroism, unwaver-
ing devotion.

We had more than 300,000 casu-
alties in World War II. 107 Armenians
were awarded the title of Hero of the
Soviet Union, many of our compatri-
ots fought in the armies of the allied
countries, participated in the anti-fas-
cist struggle of a number of countries
and were crowned with glory. Today

Continued onpage3

U. S. Justice Department Moves to Seize $63-
million L.A. Mansion Linked to Armenian's

Former Finance Minister Gagik Khachatryan

LOS ANGELES -- The U. S.
Department of Justice wants to seize a
Los Angeles mega-mansion allegedly
purchased with bribes paid by an Ar-
menian businessman to the family of
Gagik Khachatryan, a former Finance
Minister of Armenia.

A complaint filed Monday in fed-
eral court seeks the forfeiture of the
33,652-square-foot (3,126-square-
meter) mansion in Holmby Hills.

According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice complaint, the home
was purchased for $14.4 million in
2011 by a trust on behalf of Gagik
Khachatryan and his two sons, who

are all facing criminal charges in Ar-
menia.

It wasn't immediately clear
whether they had attorneys in the United
States who could speak on their behalf
about the forfeiture request. No attor-
neys for them were listed in the com-
plaint.

Khachatryan, 66, his two sons
and the businessman are all facing
criminal charges in Armenia; the busi-
nessman is accused of providing more
than $20 million in bribes. An attorney
representing WRH Inc., the company

Continued on page4

U.S. Calls on Armenian Opposition Protesters
to Respect Democracy

WASHINGTON, DC — The
United States has called on Armenian
opposition supporters to avoid vio-
lence and respect Armenia’s democ-
racy in their continuing protests against
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

“We fully support the fundamen-
tal freedoms of expression and peace-
ful assembly,” Ned Price, the U.S.
State Department spokesman, told a
daily press briefing in Washington on
Monday. “We urge people to express
their opinions in a peaceful manner.”

‘In terms of protests in Armenia
—and as you know, we had a Strategic
Dialogue with the Armenians last week,
I suppose it was — and it was in that
forum that we reaffirmed our mutual
commitment to Armenia’s democratic
development and the United States

support for lasting peace in the South
Caucasus,” Ned Price said

“We urge authorities to exercise
restraint and encourage those protest-
ing to refrain from violence and to
respect the rule of law and Armenia’s
democracy,” he said amid nonstop
demonstrations organized by the Ar-
menian opposition.

The head ofthe EU Delegation in
Armenia, Andrea Wiktorin, signaled
concerns about some of the police
actions on Tuesday, saying security
forces should “follow rules” and not
beallowed to “operate with impunity.”

But Wiktorin also said: “There
can be different perceptions of what
peaceful gatherings are, and if there
are provocations I would personally
ask myself where does it end.”

Ambassador Lilit Makunts Assaulted by
Two Individuals on Capitol Hill

WASHINGTON, DC —
Armenia’s Ambassador to the US, Lilit
Makunts, was featured as one of the
speakers during the Armenian Geno-
cide commemoration event at the US
Capitol. On her way out of the pre-
mises, the Ambassador was confronted
by two young individuals who appar-
ently are members of ARF. The two
individuals threw some type of liquid at
her during the confrontation. The youth
were apprehended, questioned and re-
leased by the law enforcement authori-
ties and are facing criminal charges.

The following is a statement from

the Embassy of the Republic of Arme-
nia to the United States:

“Information is circulating in the
press that supposedly the Ambassador
of the Republic of Armenia to the
United States demanded that the US
police arrest American-Armenian
youth. The 29th article of the Vienna
Convention on Diplomatic Relations of
1961 stipulates the immunity of the
person of the diplomat and the obliga-
tion of the state of residency to prevent
any encroachment on his/her person,

Continued on page4
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FM Ararat Mirzoyan Discussed Karabakh
Settlement and Normalization of Relations

Between Armenia and Turkey with Senators
Bob Menendez and Mitch McConnell

WASHINGTON, DC — within
the framework of his working visit to
the U.S., Armenian Foreign Minister
Ararat Mirzoyan had a meeting with
the Chairman ofthe US Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, Senator Bob
Menendez. Senator Jim Rich, a mem-
ber of the committee, also participated
at the meeting, the Armenian Foreign
Ministry said today.

It said the interlocutors touched
upon the agenda of the Armenian-U.S.
relations, the security situation un-
folded around Armenia and Artsakh,
as well as a number of issues on the
regional situation.

The sides commended the achieve-
ments during the thirty-year-old Arme-
nian-U.S. diplomaticrelations. The For-
eign Minister of Armenia stressed the
importance of the U.S. support for the
reforms being implemented in Armenia,
the strengthening of democracy, the
development of the economic sphere, as
well as the importance of the agreements

tained civilians held in Azerbaijan was
underscored

The Foreign Minister of Armenia
also presented the recent developments
aimed at the normalization of relations
between Armenia and Turkey.

Ararat Mirzoyan presented Bob
Menendez with the Order of Friend-
ship, by which he was awarded on the
occasion of the 30th anniversary of
the establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions between Armenia and the United
States for his significant contribution
to the strengthening and development
of Armenian-U.S. friendly relations.

Foreign Minister Mirzoyan also
held a meeting with U.S. Senate’s
Republican Leader Mitch McConnell.

The interlocutors discussed the
prospects of deepening and expanding
cooperation based on common Arme-
nian-American values. Minister
Mirzoyan highly appreciated the US
continued support to the reform agenda
in Armenia.

reached during the visit.

During the meeting, Ararat
Mirzoyan highly appreciated the con-
tribution of Bob Menendez to the adop-
tion of the Senate resolution on the
recognition of the Armenian Geno-
cide, which is significant from the
viewpoint of justice, ensuring the su-
premacy of humanitarian values and
preventing further genocides.

The Foreign Minister of Armenia
also presented the current humanitar-
ian situation in Nagorno-Karabakh and
Armenia’s position on the peaceful
settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict. In this context, the inadmis-
sibility of provoking tensions by
Azerbaijan was emphasized.

The need for the repatriation of
Armenian prisoners of war and de-

Issues of regional security and
stability were touched upon during the
meeting.

Ararat Mirzoyan presented to his
interlocutor the situation in Nagorno-
Karabakh. The importance of US me-
diation efforts for the peaceful settle-
ment of the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict as an OSCE Minsk Group co-
chair country was underscored.

During the meeting, Minister
Mirzoyan presented the details of the
process of normalization of relations
between Armenia and Turkey.

Ararat Mirzoyan conveyed the
Mkhitar Gosh Medal to Mitch
McConnell, with which he was awarded
for his significant contribution to the
strengthening and development of Ar-
menian-American friendly relations.
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Schiff, Armenian Caucus Request
Critical Funding for Armenia and Artsakh
in Foreign Affairs Spending Bill

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gressman Adam Schiff (D-Calif.), Vice-
Chair of the Congressional Caucus on
Armenian Issues joined Caucus Co-
Chairs Reps. Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-
N.J.), Gus M. Bilirakis (R-Fla.), and
Jackie Speier (D-Calif.) and 60 Mem-
bers of Congress in requesting robust
humanitarian and economic assistance
for Armenia and Nagorno Karabakh —
also known as Artsakh — through the
FY2023 State and Foreign Relations
funding legislation.

“Beginning on September 27,
2020, and over the course of 44 days,
Azerbaijani forces targeted and killed
thousands of innocent Armenians in
Artsakh and Armenia. Thousands more
were forced to flee their ancestral
homelands, and others have been ille-
gally detained and subject to torture —
while those who remain live in fear of
another attack and invasion. As de-
fenders of democracy and peace
around the world, the United States
must offer more than just words of
solidarity with our Armenian brothers
and sisters abroad. Our actions must
be just as powerful,” said Schiff.
“These investments will deliver much-
needed humanitarianreliefto the people
of Artsakh, and support a number of
priorities including economic develop-
ment in Armenia.”

Specifically, the letter calls for:

-A full prohibition of U.S. secu-
rity assistance to Azerbaijan, and re-
stricting the State Department’s ability
to waive Section 907.

-No less than $50 million in hu-
manitarian assistance for Nagorno-
Karabakh, also known as Artsakh, in-
cluding for demining and UXO clear-
ance and for rebuilding and resettle-
ment support for Armenians who still
reside in Artsakh or were displaced.

-No less than $100 million in
democratic, economic, and diplomatic
assistance for Armenia, to support its
democratic reforms, sustain its eco-
nomic development, and aid its ongo-
ing response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

-The Secretary of State to en-
gage at all levels with Azerbaijan, in-
cluding through the OSCE Minsk
Group, to call for the immediate re-
lease of all Armenian prisoners of war
and captured civilians. This provision
is based on Schiff’s resolution intro-
duced last March.

Trilateral Consultations Between Armenia,
Greece and Cyprus Held in Yerevan

YEREVAN -- Armenia-Greece-
Cyprus trilateral cooperation planning
consultations were held at the Ministry
of Defense today.

The consultations were attended
by the delegations led by Levon
Ayvazyan, Head of the Defense Coop-
eration and International Cooperation
Department, Head of the Military Co-
operation Planning and Implementa-
tion Department of the General Staff
ofthe Hellenic National Defense, Colo-
nel Socrates Serves, Head of the Strat-
egy and Policy Department of the
Cyprus National Guard, Colonel Lucas
Hajikonstantinos.

During the meeting, the works
carried out in the framework of the
trilateral military cooperation of the

previous years were discussed, the
prospects of development of coopera-
tion were touched upon.

The interlocutors also discussed
issues related to regional security and
international developments. The head
of the Department of Defense Coop-
eration and International Cooperation
of the Armenian Ministry of Defense
presented the situation on the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani border and in Artsakh,
stressed the need for efforts for stabil-
ity and peace in the region.

Based on the agreements reached
during the consultations, the 2022 Ar-
menia-Greece Bilateral Military Coop-
eration Program and the Armenia-
Greece-Cyprus Trilateral Military Co-
operation Action Plan were signed .
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Fr. Mesrop Parsamyan Elected
New Primate of Eastern Diocese of the
Armenian Church of America

NEW YORK -- In the inaugural
session of the 120th Assembly of the
Eastern Diocese of the Armenian
Church of America, clergy and del-
egates elected a new Primate, in the
person of the Very Rev. Fr. Mesrop
Parsamyan. Pending approval by the
His Holiness Karekin I1, the Catholicos
of All Armenians, Fr. Mesrop will
become the 13th Primate of the East-
ern Diocese.

The Diocesan Assembly con-
vened on Friday, May 6, in a “hybrid”
format incorporating both in-person
and online participation. Current Dioc-
esan Primate Bishop Daniel Findikyan
presided. The in-person gathering took
place at the St. Vartan Cathedral Com-
plex in New York City, with some 56
voting delegates and a number of ob-
servers in attendance.

Anadditional 125 voting delegates
attending the Assembly online, over the
Zoom platform, interacting and fully
participate in the meeting. For all partici-
pants, voting was conducted using a
secure online balloting platform.

In all, 181 delegates and clergy,
representing the parishes of the East-
ern Diocese, took part on the proceed-
ings. A second general session will go
forward under the same format on
Saturday, May 7. Several online
“breakout sessions” are scheduled
weekly through the month, with a final
online general session wrapping up
proceedings on May 31.

Following the announcement of
his election, Fr. Parsamyan gave a gra-
cious acceptance speech, thanking the
people of the Diocese “for the privilege
to walk with this Armenian family of
faith, on this road to salvation.”

“Let us renew our trust in the
Lord Jesus Christ, and again pledge to
serve him by serving one another,” he
added.

In warmhearted remarks, the
present Primate Bishop Daniel said,
“On my part, I want to congratulate
Hayr Mesrop Vartabed for being elected
the next Primate of this Diocese. He is
a man, I know from personal experi-
ence, of enormous gifts, powerful faith
deep within, and passionate concern
for the building up of our church.”

Immediately prior to his election
as the 13th Primate of the Eastern
Diocese of the Armenian Church of
America, Fr. Mesrop Parsamyan
served the Diocese as its Director of
Ministries.

A native of Yerevan, Fr. Mesrop
attended Gevorgian Theological Semi-

nary of Holy Etchmiadzin, where he
received his Bachelor’s degree in The-
ology in 2003. He was ordained into
the holy priesthood that same year,
and thereafter served until 2004 as the
staff-bearer for His Holiness Karekin
I1, the Catholicos of All Armenians.

Heearned hold a Master’s degree
in Theology and Religious Sciences
from the University of Strasbourg,
France, and studied in Dublin, Ireland,
at the International Study Centre. In
2011 he received his Archimandrite
(Vardapet) rank: the Doctoral degree
of the Armenian Church.

As a professor at Gevorgian
Theological Seminary from 2007 to
2011, Fr. Mesrop taught Christian Eth-
ics, and simultaneously served as
deputy-chancellor of the Mother See
of Holy Etchmiadzin. During this pe-
riod, he had two pastoral stays in
Brussels, Belgium, and in Nice, France.

He went on to serve the Arme-
nian Church Diocese in Geneva, Swit-
zerland, as its Locum Tenens Primate.
He was Vicar General of the Armenian
Diocese in Marseille, France, from
2012 to 2013, and the following year
served in Paris as Locum Tenens Pri-
mate of the Armenian Diocese of
France.

Throughout his ministry in Eu-
rope (2007-2014), Fr. Mesrop was
member of the Church and Society
Commission of the Conference of Eu-
ropean Churches.

Fr. Mesrop Parsamyan came to
the United States in 2015, and took up
the pastorship of Holy Shoghagat
Churchin Belleville, IL, for a period of
two years. In 2017 he took up a posi-
tion at the Diocesan Center in New
York City as its director of Ministries.
He was appointed as Vicar of St. Vartan
Armenian Cathedral in 2018.

PM Pashinyan: Peaceful Regional Coexistence

Continued from page 1

we bow to the deeds and memory of
our heroes, our martyrs, we are proud
of the heroism of our ancestors.

It was the heroic spirit of our
grandfathers and fathers in the Great
Patriotic War, World War II, that
merged with the spirit of volunteerism
in the early 1990s, becoming the guar-
antor of the victory in Artsakh struggle
for survival, the First Artsakh War, the
liberation of Shushi.

Today, after the 44-day cata-
strophic war, we note with sorrow
and bitterness that not only we failed to
transform the victory in the first
Artsakh war into a diplomatic, politi-
cal, economic victory, but many fruits
of that victory are lost, Artsakh and
Armeniaare facing serious challenges.

Ourresponse to this situation, how-
ever, should not be apocalypticism, but
a sober, cold, professional analysis of
the reasons underlying the current mili-
tary-political and regional situation, and

MAY 14, 2022

Yerevan Exhibition on Hrant Dink’s
Life and Struggle

YEREVAN -- An exhibition on
Hrant Dink’s life, struggle and legacy
opened in Yerevan on May 6, at the
Armenian Center for Contemporary
Experimental Art.

The exhibition, Hrant Dink: Here
and Now, is organized by the Hrant
Dink Foundation and will be on display
until July 30. Dink, editor-in-chief of
Agos, was assassinated in Istanbul in
front of his newspaper’s office on
January 19, 2007.

“It was a very eye-opening and
captivating exhibit where attendees had
the opportunity to learn more about
Hrant Dink, his legacy and his perse-
verance for truth and justice in spite of
all the obstacles that he faced in Tur-
key,” said Armenian Council’s Arme-
nia Director Christine Shahinian. “It’s
important to honor his memory and his
plight for justice and this exhibit aims
to do just that. Every Armenian needs
to partake in this exhibit and uphold the
virtues which Hrant Dink held so close
to his heart and ultimately paid the
price for with his life.”

The former office of the Agos
newspaper, where thousands gather
every year on the day of his assassina-
tion to commemorate and demand jus-
tice, opened its doors to visitors on

April 23-24, 2019 as the 23.5 Hrant
Dink Site of Memory.

23.5 promotes the universal val-
ues embraced by Hrant Dink, such as
democracy, co-existence, equality,
truth, peace and justice. With its ex-
hibits, archives and public programs,
23.5 acts as a space for remembrance,
reflection, dialogue, learning and mu-
tual understanding.

The site of memory takes its
name from Hrant Dink’s article “23.5
April,” which was published in Agos
on April 23, 1996.

“The Hrant Dink: Here and Now
exhibition is an extension of 23.5,”
said Talin Suzme, Turkey-Armenia
Program Coordinator at the Hrant Dink
Foundation.

The exhibit is narrated by Hrant
Dink as he serves as the guide telling
his own story and his path of righ-
teousness. Separate corners of the
exhibition will be a focus on themes
such as memory, justice and minority
rights in Turkey.

Hrant Dink Foundation project
coordinator Armenuhi Nikoghosyan
said the exhibition will make Dink’s
voice heard in different parts of the
world and present his path of
struggle.

the pragmatic planning of the future.

The blood of our martyrs who
gave their lives to the Motherland should
not be forgotten; the greatest
acknowledgement of their work should
be the strengthening Armenian state-
hood, full realization of the rights of
the Armenians of Artsakh, peaceful
development of our generations and
peaceful regional coexistence, which
is the only reliable security guarantee
of Artsakh and Armenia.

The political majority that re-
ceived the people's vote is leading Ar-
menia in this direction, realizing all the
difficulties that will emerge. We are
ready to face these difficulties because
we are guided by the conviction that
yes, we are moving in a difficult but
the right way.

We are not the begetter of the
disasters on our country, we have
deserved a cruel fate and a sacred
mission: to lead our Homeland through
the inevitable disasters that have accu-
mulated for many years, to lead it to a
peaceful, prosperous, happy future.

We have not always been able to
turn victories on the battlefield into
victories in life. We must be able to

turn our failures on the battlefield into
victories in the fields of education,
science, industry, economy, foreign
policy, the ultimate outcome of which
must be lasting and stable peace, a
comprehensive settlement of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

Today we bow to our grandfa-
thers, our fathers, our brothers and
our children who fought for the Moth-
erland and sacrificed their lives. Their
victories in wars, our failures in wars
must become the victory of life. Eter-
nal glory to our heroes.’

PM Pashinyan, President Vahagn
Khachaturyan, Speaker of the National
Assembly Alen Simonyan, other offi-
cials visited the Yerablur military pan-
theon and Victory Park to pay tribute
to the memory of the Armenians who
sacrificed their lives for the Indepen-
dence of the Homeland.

The top leadership of the Repub-
lic of Armenia laid flowers at the graves
of Commander Vazgen Sargsyan,
Andranik Ozanyan, monument to the
Unknown Soldier and paid tribute to
the memory of the heroes killed in the
Great Patriotic War and the battle for
the liberation of Shushi.
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International Conference on Human Rights
and Accountability: The Aftermath of War

-YEREVAN - The Center for
Truth and Justice ("CFTJ") announces
its first annual international confer-
ence Human Rights and Accountabil-
ity: The Aftermath of War, which will
take place from June 1, 2022 to June 3,
2022 in Yerevan, Armenia. The con-
ference brings together legal scholars
as well as leading experts in interna-
tional law from across the globe to
address accessibility to international
justice by the victims of the 44-Day
War in Nagorno-Karabakh (known to
Armenians as Artsakh). Among the
featured speakers are professors of
international law from top universities
in the US, Canada, Australia, France,
Germany, Philippines, Belgium, etc.
Also, keynoting will be Professor David
Phillips, Director of the Program on
Peacebuilding and Rights at Columbia
University’s Institute for the Study of
Human Rights, as well as Geoffrey
Robertson, one of Australia’s most
acclaimed international jurists and hu-
man rights advocates.

The 2020’s 44-Day War in
Artsakh is just a recent escalation of
the cycle of violence going back to the
early 20th century. Problematically,
the discourse about this conflict mainly
concerns itself with the politico-terri-
torial issues. All the while, the plight of
the indigenous people living there re-
mains underappreciated, with war, dis-
placement and injustice compounding
trauma and devastation for genera-
tions upon generations. For these rea-
sons, the key objective of this confer-
ence is to re-focus the spotlight of
international legal scrutiny upon the
human rights and humanitarian viola-
tions impacting the people of Artsakh.

The conference is organized by
the CFTJ inpartnership with the Ameri-

CENTER FOR
l:."lTRUTH &
JUSTICFE

|

Featuring
international law
scholars from top

universities in the US,
Canada, Australia,
France, Belgium &

Human Rights and more.
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Accountability:
The Aftermath of War

Geoffrey Robertson

International Jurist and
Human Rights Advocate

David Phillips

Director ogram
on Peacebuilding and
Rights at Columbia
University's Institute
for the Study of Human
Rights

can University of Armenia (“AUA”)
and the Russian-Armenian University.
It will take place at the AUA campus in
Yerevan as well as remotely. The con-
ference is open to anyone interested in
anobjective legal analysis of the issues
stemming from the 44-Day War. Reg-
istration is available at https://
cftjustice.org/conference. Registration
is required whether you attend virtu-
ally or in person.

CFTJ is a US-based non-profit
organization formed in November 2020
immediately following the 44-Day War
in Artsakh. CFTJ is not affiliated with
any political or governmental organiza-
tion and is entirely independent. CFTJ’s
team of attorneys built a fact-finding
infrastructure in Armenia and Artsakh,
to gather testimonial evidence from vic-
tims of war-related human rights and
humanitarian abuses. CFTJ has collected
more than 250 testimonies from wit-
nesses including returned POWs, dis-
placed individuals, and victims of pro-
hibited methods of warfare. CFTJ's mis-
sion is to create a living memorial to
crimes against humanity, for purposes
of education and legal action.
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Antonio Feijo is the New President of the
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation

LISBON — Professor Antdnio
Feijo assumed the mandate of Presi-
dent of the Calouste Gulbenkian Foun-
dation on 3 May 2022 during an official
public ceremony. He was elected to
the post by the Board of Trustees on
15 December 2021.

Anténio Feijé has been a non-
executive member of the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation Board since
2018. He is the first President with a
Humanities background and holds a
PhD in English and North American
Literature from Brown University
(USA, 1985), and a MA in English
and North American Literature from
the State University of New York at
Albany (1979). He is a Full Profes-
sor at Lisbon University (Depart-
ment of English Studies and the
Programme of Theory of Litera-
ture). He was the Director of the
University’s School of Arts and Hu-
manities, and has held other senior
administrative positions. He is the
author of several books and essays
related to English, American and
Portuguese literature, and has trans-
lated William Shakespeare and Os-
car Wilde into Portuguese, among
other literary works.

In his inaugural speech as Presi-

 FUNDAGAO
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dent, Antonio Feijo highlighted that the
Foundation is “a philanthropic institu-
tion which embodies the legacy left
behind by a rare larger-than-life indi-
vidual of his times and of his century:
Calouste Sarkis Gulbenkian.” He added,
“any person who leads the Foundation
at any given moment has the duty to
protect the perpetual nature of that
legacy.”

The former President, Isabel
Mota, was honoured with a standing
ovation for her 26 years of service to
the Foundation, the last five of which
were as President.

Ambassador Lilit Makunts Assaulted

Continued from page 1

freedom or honor. On April 27 of this
year in the US House of Representa-
tives an act of hooliganism was com-
mitted against the Ambassador of the
Republic of Armenia to which the rel-
evant law enforcement agencies im-

Any encroachment upon the free
movement of diplomats or their person
is considered a violation of the
abovementioned international conven-
tion. The rapid response of American
law enforcement agencies on this April
27, as well as in the case of prior
incidents was caused by the afore-

U. S. Justice Department Moves

Continued from page 1

that owns the home, did not respond to
a message seeking comment.

The Holmby Hills property went
on the market April 7, with real estate
agency Hilton & Hyland heralding its
“immaculate architecture, manicured
landscaping, and your chance to com-
pletely customize the interiors.”

The saga of the residence begins
in 2008, when Khachatryan took over
leadership of the State Revenue Com-
mittee, the government agency that
assesses and collects taxes in Arme-
nia. Following that post, he served two
years as the country’s finance minis-
ter but continued to oversee taxation
duties, earning him a reputation as a
“superminister,” prosecutors said.

To secure favorable tax treat-
ment, the businessman, Sedrak
Arustamyan, allegedly entered into
two sham loan agreements with
Khachatryan’s adult sons — the first
loan in 2009 for $7 million and an-
other in 2011 for $13.4 million. Both
loans bore agreements specifying
when payment was due and the terms
of interest, but according to court
filings, Arustamyan never received
any interest or principal payment on
either “supposed loan.”

To make use of these purported
loans, Khachatryan and his sons formed
multiple entities “to receive, disguise
and conceal illegal bribe payments” as
well as their purchase of the Holmby
Hills property. More than $13 million
was wired by Arustamyan directly to
West Coast Escrow’s Comerica Bank
account, but days before the sale
closed, he affirmed he would not hold
title and relinquished any claim to the
money, according to court filings.

Soon after buying the home —
previously owned by Lions Gate En-
tertainment executive Jon Feltheimer
— the family razed the property and
hired Richard Landry, a mega-man-
sion architect who has built trophy
estates for celebrities including Mark
Wahlberg, Tom Brady and Wayne
Gretzky.

In 2016, when Khachatryan left
office, the alleged bribery scheme
came to light and authorities discov-
ered millions of dollars in unpaid taxes
owed by Arsutamyan’s companies,
according to prosecutors. In 2019,
Khachatryan was charged with abuse
of power and embezzlement. His sons
and Arusatamyan were charged in
2020. The sons, Gurgen and Artyon,
have since fled Armenia, according to
court filings.

mediately responded. mentioned circumstance.”
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St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church Men’s Forum
(Ladies & Families Always Welcome)
Thursday, May 26,2022 - 6:30 P.M.
Guest Speaker: His Excellency Ambassador Armen Baibourtian, PhD
Twice Consul General of Armenia in Los Angeles
A Must Hear Presentation From One Of The Most
Respected Armenian Dignitaries Globally
TOPICS OF DISCUSSIONWITHQ & A
| * Ashort 14 minute film of the Ambassador’s

Diplomatic work titled “The Armenian Diplomat:
A Story of Service to the Nation”

* “The Role of the Armenian Diaspora in Advancement

of the Armenian Nation and the Armenian-Americans”

* What does Armenia need to do to Survive, Prosper &
Thrive into the Future? Current Geopolitical Conditions

* The Great Survival Bond of the Armenian People: the
Armenian Church and Armenian Schools. What can be
done to strengthen this tie which Keeps Our Identity?

* Amb. Baibourtian holds two PhDs - in International Studies and Modern World History.
Served twice as Consul General of Armenia in LA. Has served twice as Armenian Deputy
Foreign Minister. Served as Chief Negotiator to the European Union as well as
Representative Duties at the United Nations. Plus much more...!

At St. Gregory the llluminator Church “Geragos Hall” 2215 E. Colorado BIvd., Pasadena

RSVP’S Are A Must As Dinner Will Be Served Church Donation $25

Hilda Gourdikian: 626-695-9899, Ardash Gourdikian: 626-399-1914, Church Off. : 626-449-1523

Sponsor A Dinner in Memory of a Loved One, a Birthday, an Anniversary, in Recognition of a Friend

or Family Member, a Graduation & for any Other Event. Please Contact Hilda Gourdikian above.
+ &
L =l
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JUVENILE DEFENSE
ASSAULT & BATTERY CHARGES

ROBBERY AND THEFT OFFENSES

DRUG OFFENSES o SEX CRIMES
THEFT CRIMES o GANG CRIMES

© 0 0O 0o 00O 0O 0 00O

DETERMINED & COMPASSIONATE

CRIMINAL DEFENSE

o DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE (DUI)
VEHICULAR OFFENSES/HIT AND RUN
IMMIGRATION - MOTION TO VACATE A PLEA

ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY WEAPON
CRIMES INVOLVING POLICE OFFICERS
CRIMINAL THREATS o WEAPON CHARGES

At the law office of ALICE TAVOUKJIAN, we provide zealous
representation to achieve the best possible outcome on your behalf.

LAW OFFICES OF

() ALICE TAVOUKJIAN, PC

www.TAVOUKJIANLAW.com
135 E. Valley BI, #B, Alhambra, CA 91801

626.386.8606

ALICE TAVOUKJIAN
Attorney At Law

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
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TEKEYAN CULTURAL
ASSOCIATION

Lnp Swnwunubp
New Talents

feEpktbwl Uzwynipwjhb Uhnopbwl
dwuwwnhlw YEuwnk) Uwulbwthn
TCA Pasadena Glendale Chapter

Guest Star from Artzakh

Arthur Khatchents

Qbnwpnibunwlywl Epbyn) Jwulwlgnipbwdp
Ephunwuwpn nwnwunubpn:

3hip wnnibunwgbwn Upgwhukl

Upphip uwgbug

Sknh U'ncubUw) Yhpwlh, Uwjhu 15,2022 hu GpGhynjGwl
dwdp 6:00 hu, MEpykopnLpbwl YeEnpnuhl Jke, Ujrwwnhlw:

An evening of musical and cultural performances by young
talents on Sunday, May 15, 2022 at -6:00 PM at the TCA
Beshgeturian Center, 1901 N Allen Avenue, Altadena CA
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