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102-pn SU.NGYUNAD UNGERE
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U. 9phgnp Lntuunnphy <wyg. Gnwmpbjuljui Glitintkgh
2215 E. Colorado Blvd. Pasadena, CA. 91107
<NA6<ULANEUL MUGSOL dUUL 11:00
w<.L.L.U.-h << Mntiwmbwmb >> upwh
2495 E. Mountain St. Pasadena, CA. 91104
<NQEEUS L ShSUNNFCLh OLLLAFPFL FUUL 1:00

THE COMPATRIOTIC UNION OF HADJIN
INVITES ALL HADJINTZIS ON THE OCCASION OF THE

102-nd ANNIVERSARY
OF THE MARTYRS OF HADJIN

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2022
St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church

2215 E. Colorado Blvd. Pasadena, CA. 91107
REQUIEM SERVICE AT 11:00 A.M.
AND A.G.B.U. << BOYADJIAN >> HALL
2495 E. Mountain St. Pasadena, CA. 91104
MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR OUR MARTYRS, MADAGH AT 1:00 P.M.

For reservation and sponsorship opportunities, please call (626) 798-2540 or (626) 390-2810
Visit us at www.hadjinusa.org - Tax deductible donation are accepted

The Compatriotic Union of Hadjin is a non-profit organization. Corporate 1.D. # 2662210
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BINGO NIGHT
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INCLUDES A SANDWICH, DRINK AND CHIPS
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STARTING AT 7:30 P.M.
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US Demands Azerbaijan Withdraw its Forces
from Armenia’s Sovereign Territory

YEREVAN -- Chairman of the
House Democracy Partnership Repre-
sentative David Price, who is leading a
Congressional Delegation to Armenia
said on Tuesday that the United States
opposes the Azerbaijani invasion of
Armenia’s sovereign territory and de-
mands Azerbaijan to pull back its forces
to initial positions.

Price was speaking at a joint
press conference in Yerevan with chair
of the Standing Committee on Foreign
Affairs of the Armenian National As-
sembly Eduard Aghajanyan.

"We are against the invasion of
Armenia's sovereign territory and are
demanding that Azerbaijan return to its
initial positions," Representative David
Price said after talks with Armenian
lawmakers.

The North Carolina Democrat
referred to the September 13-14 fight-
ing on the Armenian-Azerbaijani bor-
der that left at least 290 soldiers from
both sides dead. Azerbaijani troops
attacked and seized Armenian army
positions at several sections of the
long frontier.

The US State Department pub-
licly urged Azerbaijan on September
26 to "return troops to their initial
positions." Baku denies occupying any
Armenian territory.

Price also condemned the inhu-
mane treatment and actions of
Azerbaijani armed forces against Ar-
menian servicemen. He also highlighted
ensuring the return of prisoners of war

Continued on page4

Advance Team of EU Monitors
Arrive in Armenia

YEREVAN — An
advance team of Euro-
pean Union monitors ar-
rived in Armenia on Fri-
day to prepare for a two-
month mission aimed at
easing tensions along the
country’s border with =
Azerbaijan.

The EU’s foreign
and security policy chief,
Josep Borrell, discussed
details of the civilian mis-
sion in a phone call with
Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan.
Borrell briefed him on “the ongoing
technical preparations for the deploy-
ment” and reaffirmed “the EU’s full
commitment to contributing to de-
escalation between both countries,”
according to an EU readout of the
call.

One of Mirzoyan’s deputies,
Paruyr Hovannisyan, said that over the
next few days the advance team of
about a dozen experts will tour various
Armenian border areas to determine
the locations where the EU monitors
will be stationed.

A diplomatic source in Brussels
told RFE/RL’s Armenian Service ear-

lier that the monitoring mission will
number up to 50 members.

“The 27 Member States have
acted rapidly to respond to Armenia’s
request,” tweeted Toivo Klaar, the EU’s
special envoy to the South Caucasus.
“The aim of the EU deployment will be
to monitor the situation and support
Armenia-Azerbaijan stabilization on the
ground.”

An agreement on the deployment
was reached on October 6 by Arme-
nian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan,
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev,
French President Emmanuel Macron

Continued on page4

Azerbaijan Has Intentions to Occupy
More Territories of Armenia,
PM Pashinyan Says at CIS Summit

ASTANA — Speaking at a CIS
summit today in Kazakhstan’s capital
Astana, Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan brought up the legal frame-
work for determining borders between
Armenia and Azerbaijan, Pashinyan’s
s press service reported.

Pashinyan said that a meeting
with Azerbaijani President in Prague
on October 6 this year, mediated by
French President and the President of
the European Council, an agreement
was reached that in the border delimi-
tation process Armenia and Azerbaijan
will be guided by the fundamental docu-
ments of the CIS, which say that
former administrative borders of So-
viet republics became state borders
between independent states (which
emerged after the disintegration fo the
Soviet Union).

He pointed out that this is an
important factor from the viewpoint of
today’s agenda, “because we are also
discussing a CIS application seeking
observer status with the CSTO.”

“Before making a decision, I think
it is important to decide on the follow-

ing issues. Does the CSTO recognize
the state borders of the CIS countries
established in 1991 by its fundamental
documents? This is an important ques-
tion, as we are talking about the CSTO
zone of responsibility and, let me say,
the functionality of the organization
itself. If we rely on interpretations
according to which there are no bor-
ders between the CIS countries, be-
cause those borders are not delimited,
this means that the CSTO zone of
responsibility is not determined, that
is, it does not exist. This blurs the
CSTO functions,” he said.

Pashinyan said also that it is very
important to have a clear answer to
another question: whether CIS mem-
ber states respect each others’ bor-
ders recognized by the 1991 CIS fun-
damental documents.

“An unambiguous and affirma-
tive answer to this question is very
important for stability and security in
the CIS region. Without a clear clarifi-
cation of these issues I consider the
decision on CIS application to become
observer with CSTO premature,” he
said.

Execution of Armenian POWs by Azerbaijani
Forces a War Crime — Human Rights Watch

S

MetsTshkbangsar |
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BERLIN — The execution of
Armenian prisoners of war (POWs),
apparently by Azerbaijani forces dur-
ing fighting between the countries in
September 2022 is a war crime for
which there needs to be accountabil-
ity, Human Rights Watch said today.

Human Rights Watch analyzed a
video posted on social media in early
October showing the extrajudicial ex-
ecution of at least seven Armenian
POWs, apparently by Azerbaijani
forces.

Azerbaijani authorities should
ensure that the investigation opened by
their prosecutor’s office is effective
and leads to accountability for the
soldiers and commanders responsible.

Lake Sev

“Killing soldiers who have sur-
rendered is a heinous war crime,” said
Hugh Williamson, Europe and Central
Asia director at Human Rights Watch.
“Azerbaijani authorities have opened
an investigation that, in addition to
leading to accountability, needs to be a
key element in ensuring that such out-
rages never happen again.”

The killings took place during
fighting between Armenian and
Azerbaijani forces that broke out in
mid-September, when Azerbaijan made
incursions into Armenia and along the
border. The fighting was one of sev-
eral breakdowns of the Russia-brokered
2020 truce that ended hostilities over

Continued on page3
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Mirzoyan Meeting with Bayramov and Lavrov:
Azerbaijani Troops Must Withdraw
from Armenia

ASTANA —The Foreign Minis-
ters of Armenia, Russia and Azerbaijan
Ararat Mirzoyan, Sergey Lavrov and
Jeyhun Bayramov was held in Astana
today.

The sides discussed the imple-
mentation process of the agreements
reached by the trilateral statements of
November 9, 2020, January 11 and
November 26, 2021, touched upon the
work within the framework of the
commissions on border delimitation
and border security, as well as in the
direction of unblocking economic com-
munications and transport infrastruc-
tures in the region.

During the meeting, they ex-
changed views on the development of
the Armenia-Azerbaijan peace treaty
and the settlement of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict.

Ararat Mirzoyan emphasized the
need for the withdrawal of Azerbaijani
troops from the sovereign territory of
the Republic of Armenia, the immedi-
aterelease ofall Armenian prisoners of
war and the unconditional observance
of the ceasefire regime. The introduc-
tion of international mechanisms for
monitoring and controlling the border
situation was highlighted in terms of
preventing new aggressions.

“Time is running fast, events are
developing rapidly,” Lavrov said at the
start of the trilateral meeting held on
the sidelines of CIS Heads of State
summit. “In this regard, I think that
today is a convenient occasion to talk
about this topic and see what we can
report to our leaders regarding the
implementation of the agreements they
signed.”

According to Alen Simonyan
430 Azerbaijani Soldiers were Killed in
September 13-14 Attack on Armenia

YEREVAN — Some 430
Azerbaijani soldiers were killed in
clashes with Armenian troops provoked
by Azerbaijan on September 13, when it
attacked several towns and villages in-
side the Armenian territory, Armenian
National Assembly Speaker Alen
Simonyan told reporters on Friday.

“The maximum program of
Azerbaijan was to seize as much terri-
torial advantage as possible. The mini-
mum program was to test the fighting
capabilities of the Armenian army. The
fact that Azerbaijan reported 70 dead
on the first day indicates that the losses
were much higher,” Simonyan said.

On September 13, Azerbaijan
launched an unprovoked and unjusti-

fied military aggression against Arme-
nia. Using heavy artillery, multiple
rocket launchers and combat UAVs,
the Azerbaijani armed forces shelled
36 residential areas and communities,
including towns of Goris, Jermuk,
Vardenis, Kapan, Geghamasar deep
within the sovereign territory of Arme-
nia.

The Azerbaijani attack deliber-
ately targeted civilian population and
vital civilian infrastructures. Accord-
ing to official information, 207 Arme-
nian citizens, both military personnel
and civilians were killed and went miss-
ing, 293 servicemen were wounded, 3
civilians and 20 servicemen were taken
captives.

Armenia to Offer Citizenship to
Foreigners Investing at Least $150,000

YEREVAN -- The Armenian po-
lice have drafted a bill that would allow
foreigners investing at least $150,000
in Armenia to become its citizens.

Under an existing Armenian law,
citizenship can be granted only to eth-
nic Armenian foreign nationals and
other foreigners who have lived in the
country for at least three years or have
provided “exceptional service” to it.

The police bill sets a wide range

of criteria for that service. They in-
clude the purchase by a single indi-
vidual of real estate, government bonds
and business assets worth at least
$150,000, the opening of an informa-
tion technology company, benevo-
lence, and significant contributions to
Armenian culture, science or medi-
cine.

The bill needs to be discussed
and approved by Prime Minister Nikol
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Foreign Minister Babayan
Nagorno-Karabakh Ready to Negotiate
with Azerbaijan on Equal Footing

STEPANAKERT — The interna-
tional community should react to [lham
Aliyev’s statements that residents of
Nagorno-Karabakh are citizens of
Azerbaijan, Artsakh Foreign Minister
David Babayan said in an interview.

“What is that? A call for deporta-
tion of Armenians or an omen? I re-
peat, we are ready to negotiate with
Azerbaijan as equals, of course we
understand that the situation is diffi-
cult now and Azerbaijan is trying to
seize the opportunity, but that does not
mean that we should allow it. We
should defend our rights and dignity
with our teeth, because if there is no
Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh), there
will be no Armenia,” Babayan told the
news.am.

He recalled that official
Stepanakert has said for years that
it is ready to negotiate with Baku,
but the question is the format.

“And this format is accepted at
the international level,  mean the OSCE
Minsk Group, within its framework
Artsakh was recognized as both a ne-
gotiating party and a party to the con-
flict. Therefore, we have never been
against negotiations with Baku, but

they should be held in an internation-
ally recognized format,” Babayan
stressed.

Babayan also touched on Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani relations. “Artsakh
cannot be against improvement of Ar-
menian-Azerbaijani relations, but as a
result Artsakh cannot be recognized as
part of Azerbaijan,” he said.

He stressed that any status of
Artsakh as part of Azerbaijan is unac-
ceptable. “Artsakh does not see itselfas
part of Azerbaijan. This is our red line,
we have to be principled, especially in
this difficult situation,” Babayan said.

Raisi Warning Aliyev: Any Attempt to Change
Iran’s Border with Armenia is Rejected

ASTANA — Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisireportedly again warned
against attempts to change Iran’s “his-
torical” border with Armenia when he
met with his Azerbaijani counterpart
Ilham Aliyev on Thursday.

According to a senior aide to
Raisi, he also spoke out against “any
European military presence” in the re-
gion.

The two presidents met in
Kazakhstan’s capital Astana on the
sidelines of a regional summit. A
statement on the talks released by
Aliyev’s office cited them as praising
Azerbaijani-Iranian relations and
pledging to deepen them.

“President Raisi made clear to
president Aliyev of Azerbaijan that any
change in historical borders, regional
geopolitics and Iran-Armenia transit
routes is not tolerable,” tweeted
Mohammad Jamshidi, a deputy chief

of the Iranian president’s staff.

“Also, any European military pres-
ence under any guise is rejected,” he
said. “The West can’t distract us stra-
tegically.”

It was not clear if Jamshidi re-
sponded to the European Union’s plans
to deploy later this month civilian moni-
tors to Armenia’s border with
Azerbaijan where heavy fighting left at
least 280 soldiers dead last month.

Iran’s top army general,
Mohammad Hossein Bagheri, said
on September 22 that Tehran “will
not tolerate” attempts to redraw
neighboring Armenia’s borders.

Bagheri echoed warnings repeat-
edly issued by Iranian leaders both be-
fore and after the outbreak on Septem-
ber 13 of large-scale fighting at various
the Armenian-Azerbaijani border. One
of those sections is in Syunik, the sole
Armenian province bordering Iran.

Pashinyan’s government because it
can be sent to the National Assembly.
Government officials have not yet com-
mented on it in public.

Armenia’s National Security Ser-

vice (NSS) would continue to scruti-
nize all citizenship applications.

The number of citizenship appli-
cations has surged since Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine. According to police
data, 9,917 foreigners applied for Ar-
menian citizenship in the first half of
this year, up from 3,448 such requests
received in the year-earlier period.

The bulk of the applicants are
ethnic Armenian citizens of Russia.
They are now seeking Armenian pass-
ports because of Western travel re-
strictions and other sanctions imposed
on Moscow.

Armenian law makes these and
other Diaspora Armenians eligible for
fast-truck dual citizenship and sets no
residency requirements for them.
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Jamila Afghani Awarded
the 2022 Aurora Prize
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VENICE -- The seventh annual
Aurora Prize for Awakening Humanity
was awarded to Jamila Afghani, an
educator, human rights defender, and
founder of the Noor Educational and
Capacity Development Organization
(NECDO). Jamila has dedicated over
25 years of her life to giving the women
of Afghanistan access to education.
She was commemorated during a se-
ries of high-level philanthropy-focused
events hosted by the Aurora Humani-
tarian Initiative in Venice, Italy on
October 14-16.

Before August2021, NECDO had
more than 100,000 women enrolled in
literacy programs, thanks to the estab-
lishment of small centers in many com-
munities led by local women. The or-
ganization also provides legal aid and
psychosocial support to more than
10,000 women victims of abuse from
a family member or a partner. Forced
to flee Afghanistan, Jamila is continu-
ing to help others at distance.

After the Taliban took over her
country, Jamila Afghani had to leave
her homeland, but she has not given up
on its people. NEDCO is still support-
ing women of Afghanistan and vulner-
able families, shedding light on lack of
access to education, domestic vio-
lence, and other contemporary issues
faced by women today, while provid-
ing financial aid to the human rights
defenders, journalists, and advocates.

“Our mission at Aurora is to rec-
ognize, celebrate and spread the work
of humanitarians like Jamila Afghani
around the world. Today’s modern-
day heroes inspire and guide us and
show us how to persevere in the face
of seemingly overwhelming chal-
lenges. They remind us of our com-
mon humanity and encourage us to
show the same commitment to serving
the poor and marginalized. They re-
mind us, too, of our duty to give
everyone an equal chance,” said Lord
Ara Darzi, Chair of the Aurora Prize
Selection Committee and Co-Director

of the Institute of Global Health Inno-
vation at Imperial College London.

Every year, the Aurora Prize is
granted by the Aurora Humanitarian
Initiative on behalf of the survivors of
the Armenian Genocide and in grati-
tude to their saviors. The Laureate
receives a $1,000,000 grant and a
chance to continue the cycle of giving
by supporting organizations that help
people in need. As 2022 Aurora Prize
Laureate, Jamila Afghani has chosen
to support Women International League
for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) and
Noor Educational and Capacity Devel-
opment Organization (NECDO).
WILPF is a membership-led interna-
tional organization that seeks to pro-
mote world peace by advocating for
disarmament, abolition of violence,
women’s human rights, and gender
equality,and NECDO is anon-govern-
mental organization that provides hu-
manitarian and development assistance
to women, youth, and children in Af-
ghanistan.

“From my professional experi-
ence, I know that the human rights
issue is a struggle. We go through
these periods, and this is one of them,
when it’s not very clear how we are
going to see the way forward on so
many issues, when we are running out
of time. People like Jamila Afghani
shine a light of hope on the future and
show us all a way out of the darkness,”
noted Aurora Prize Selection Commit-
tee member Mary Robinson, former
President of Ireland and former UN
High Commissioner for Human Rights.

Since its launch, the Aurora Prize
has changed the lives of over 1,000,000
people affected by war, conflict, per-
secution, and other humanitarian is-
sues, with a special focus on helping
children, displaced people, and women
and girls. This action-based philan-
thropy, focused on tangible results, is
possible thanks to the supporters whose
contribution allows the Prize to con-
tinue empowering modern-day heroes.

Freedom House Ranks Armenia
as a Free Country

WASHINGTON, DC -- The Free-
dom House has ranked Armenia as a
“free” country in its annual Freedom
on the Net 2022 report, despite the fact
that global internet freedom has now
declined for 12 straight years.

Armenia’s neighbor Georgia is
also a “free” country, Azerbaijan and
Turkey are ranked as “not free.”
Armenia’s southern neighbor Iran is
“partly free.”

Freedom House gave Armenia an
overall score of 74 out of 100 points
this year, classifying the country as
having a “free” internet and marking
an improvement of three points since
last year. It is the fifth year in a row
that Armenia has had a “free” internet,
according to Freedom House.

“Internet freedom in Armenia im-
proved during the coverage period
(June 2021-May 2022), largely due to

OCTOBER 22, 2022

Execution of Armenian POWs by Azerbaijani

Continued from page 1

the unresolved conflict over Nagorno-
Karabakh.

On October 2, Azerbaijan’s Pros-
ecutor General’s Office stated that the
military prosecutor’s office had started
a “comprehensive investigation” into
the video of the executions to deter-
mine whether it was authentic, and if
so “to identify the servicemen shown
onthem.... Asaresultofthe investiga-
tion, legal measures will be taken.”

Human Rights Watch verified the
40-second video through a variety of
techniques, including by consulting
with weapons and medical experts,
analyzing the language heard in the
video, and using reverse search image
engines to establish if the video had
been posted online before mid-Sep-
tember.

The earliest appearance online of
the video was on Telegram, posted just
before midnight CET on October 1. It
shows at least 15 soldiers, who appear
to be Azerbaijani, rounding up a group
of eight unarmed men wearing Arme-
nian military uniforms. The camou-
flage pattern on the soldiers’ uniforms
is consistent with the Azerbaijani army,
but no insignia are recognizable. One
soldier in an apparent Azerbaijani uni-
form is also wearing what appears to
be a backpack with a radio in it, which
further corroborates findings that they
are Azerbaijani forces.

Nineteen seconds into the video,
one soldier starts to fire with a
Kalashnikov-type assault rifle into the
group of unarmed men seated on the
ground. A shout of “don’t shoot,”
(vurma in Azeri) is heard just after the
shooting starts. At least two other
soldiers join in the shooting. The shoot-
ing is at close range and lasts for an
initial 12 seconds. Sporadic rifle fire
continues thereafter until the end of
the video.

The shooting appears to kill at
least seven of the men. Rohini Haar, an
emergency physician with expertise in
health and human rights, who is an
adjunct professor at the University of
California-Berkeley School of Public
Health, told Human Rights Watch that
the likelihood of survival from sus-
tained close-range automatic and semi-
automatic rifle fire in this manner is
low.

On October 2, a Twitter account
reported that the location of the execu-
tions was between Mount Mets
Ishkhanasar and Small Ishkhanasar
Mountain, close to Lake Sev, on
Armenia’s southeastern border with
Azerbaijan. Human Rights Watch con-
tacted the account owner to request
information. The account owner re-
plied to ask why Human Rights Watch
was reaching out but did not reply to
any questions. An investigation con-
ducted by the French newspaper
Libération, published on October 5,
found that the video had been filmed
along the same ridge identified by the

Twitter account.

Human Rights Watch analyzed
satellite imagery taken on September
13 and 14 from this location and ap-
plied a variety of techniques, including
3D modeling, geolocation, and photo-
grammetry, which involves taking
measurements using photography to
establish exactly where the video was
recorded. Human Rights Watch was
unable to independently verify the ex-
act location of the executions.

Satellite imagery captured at9:19
a.m. CET on September 13 shows
smoke plumes and burn scars on the
area of mounts Mets Ishkhanasar and
Small Ishkhanasar. 24 hours before,
on September 12, no signs of active
fires or burn scars were visible on
satellite imagery. The deputy mayor of
Goris, a town in southern Armenia
about 15 kilometers from Mount Mets
Ishkhanasar, reported fighting in the
area on the afternoon of September 13.

The Armenian Ombudswoman’s
office told Human Rights Watch that
the incident took place on September
13 between 6 and 7 a.m. local time.
The low position of the sun in the video
indicates it was filmed at dawn or
sunset. The lack of snow on the moun-
tains is also consistent with late sum-
mer for the region.

Human Rights Watch also ana-
lyzed several photographs posted to
Telegram on September 13 at 10:30
a.m. CET, showing the bodies of nine
apparently dead men in Armenian mili-
tary uniforms. Human Rights Watch
confirmed that at least two of the
bodies are of men who appear in the
video. The terrain in all the photo-
graphs is highly consistent with the
terrain in the video.

“International humanitarian law,
or the laws of war, requires parties to
an international armed conflict to treat
POWSs humanely in all circumstances.
The Third Geneva Convention gov-
erns the treatment of prisoners of war,
effective from the moment of capture.
It protects POWs “particularly against
acts of violence or intimidation, and
against insults and public curiosity.” It
is a war crime to willfully kill, mistreat,
or torture POWs, or to willfully cause
great suffering or serious injury to
body or health,” Human Rights Watch
said.

It reminded that “in addition to
being bound by customary interna-
tional law on human rights and hu-
manitarian law, Azerbaijan is a party to
the Geneva Conventions, the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR), and the European
Convention on Human Rights (ECHR),
the last two of which strictly forbid
extrajudicial killings.”

“These soldiers had been cap-
tured and laid down their arms,”
Williamson said. “Their captors had an
obligation to treat them humanely, and
instead itappears that Azerbaijani forces
shot them in cold blood. Now they
need to be held accountable.”

the lifting of restrictions on the free
flow of information that the govern-
ment implemented” during the 2020
Karabakh war, this year’s report said.

“Additionally, (Armenian) media
outlets faced less significant

cyberattacks than they did in the pre-
vious coverage period,” it continued,
adding that the Armenian government
has also scrapped proposed amend-
ments to the criminal code that would
have criminalized “grave insults.”
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"Armenians Hiking'" Celebrated
Seven of its Members Who Reached
the Top of Mount Ararat

GLENDALE -- At a celebratory
event held on Sunday, October 9th,
Los Angeles Armenians Hiking Plus
More (AH+More) organization hon-
ored seven of its members who re-
cently climbed Mount Ararat, reaching
the top of the national symbol of the
Armenian nation.

The brunch reception was held at
committee members, Mr. and Mrs.
Roupen and Anahid Harmandayan's
beautiful residence in Glendale.

Organization members, Dr.
Haroutyoun Armenian, past president
of the American University of Arme-
nia, and his wife Sona, who had made
the same pilgrimage several years ago,
shared their experience and memories
of climbing the Mountain, which has
special and historic meaning for Arme-
nians everywhere. Dr. Armenian con-
gratulated the hikers and gifted each
one of them a copy of his book of
reflections about his own journey. Mrs.
Armenian, who was the mentor and
trainer of this group, praised the climb-
ers for their determination and encour-
aged other members to undertake this
once-in-a-lifetime expedition.

Afterward, members of this AH+
most recent hiking group spoke about
their trip planning, challenges at the
different stages of the hike, and the
difficulties they faced on their way up
to the peak. Their anxieties at the
foothills were overcome by the excite-
ment of the calls they seemed to hear
from Ararat. At the top of the 5165-
meter-high Mountain, they all burst
into tears of overwhelming emotions
unique to Armenians. Some were dis-
appointed though that they were not
able to see the Armenian capital
Yerevan from where they were stand-
ing. On the way back, they felt sad-
ness for having to leave Ararad behind.

Mount Ararat hikers, Ani
Gueukdjian Gottwald, Karmen and Edik
Edgarian, Hasmik Shakaryan, Nargiz
Terzian, Lilit Saakian, and Tamar
Tashdjian received special certificates
of achievement, presented by commit-
tee members Rita Filikyan and Jorik
Khajadourian.

It is worth mentioning that over
the years, several other AH+More mem-
bers climbed Mount Ararat and re-
turned with similar sentiments.

US Demands Azerbaijan Withdraw its Forces

Continued from page 1

who are still being held in Azerbaijan.

According to an Armenian gov-
ernment statement, PM Pashinyan dis-
cussed with the delegation led by Price
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and
"processes taking in the region."

Nikol Pashinyan noted that Ar-
menian citizens have unequivocally
chosen the path of democracy and the
Armenian government will steadfastly
continue to implement the rich agenda
of democratic reforms.

According to the Prime Minister,
the recent intensive Armenian-Ameri-
can contacts and high-level mutual
visits significantly contribute to the

continuous development of the strate-
gic dialogue.

Pashinyan stressed the impor-
tance of ensuring the security and
rights of our compatriots in Nagorno
Karabakh, also highly appreciated the
recognition of the Armenian Genocide
by the US.

Eduard Aghajanian, the chairman
ofthe Armenian parliament committee
on foreign relations, said security chal-
lenges facing Armenia were also high
on the agenda of the US lawmakers'
talks with their Armenian colleagues.

"We had a quite substantive and
important conversation with our col-
leagues," Aghajanian told reporters.
He did not go into details.
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Dr. Hrag Papazian to Speak on
"The Migrants from Armenia"
in Contemporary Turkey on November 1

FRESNO -- Dr. Hrag Papazian,
Kazan Visiting Professor in Armenian
Studies, will speak on “The Migrants
from Armenia” at 7:00PM on Tuesday,
November 1, 2022, in the University
Business Center, Alice Peters Audito-
rium, on the Fresno State campus. The
presentation is the final presentation in
Dr. Papazian’s three-part series on
“Armenians and ‘Other Armenians’ in
Contemporary Turkey.”

The third lecture is devoted to the
migrant Armenians arriving in Turkey
from Armenia since the 1990s. After
discussing their migration history and
their general conditions in Istanbul, the
talk will examine their encounters and
relations with the local Armenian com-
munity, characterized by both coop-
eration/solidarity and boundary-making.
To explain the emergence of intra-Ar-
menian boundaries this time between the
migrant and local Armenians, the lecture
will provide a brief analysis of the new-
comers’ understanding/expectations of
“Armenianness,” of which the Arme-
nian state/homeland, an “Armenian tra-
ditional morality,” and a rigid symbolic
boundary towards Turkishness, appear
as central tenets.

Dr. Hrag Papazian is the Kazan

Visiting Professor of Armenian Stud-
ies at Fresno State. He earned his
doctoral degree in anthropology from
the University of Oxford (2020) where
his dissertation about Armenians in
contemporary Turkey was awarded
the David Parkin Prize. His thesis also
received an honorary mention in the
Society for Armenian Studies Distin-
guished Dissertation Award competi-
tion (2017-2020).

The lecture is free and open to the
public. Parking is available in Fresno
State Lots P6 and PS5, near the University
Business Center, Fresno State. A free
parking code can be obtained by con-
tacting the Armenian Studies Program.

TUMO’s First Swiss Location
Launches in Zurich

ZURICH -- Last week TUMO
Zurich opened its doors to teens, join-
ing the growing network of interna-
tional centers. The center is available,
free of charge to all teens between the
ages of 12 and 18. Zurich teens now
have access to 8 of TUMO’s skill
areas, including: Robotics, Animation,
Game Development, Programming,
Music, Filmmaking, 3D Modeling and
Graphic Design.

TUMO’s local partner is, “Cre-
ative Technologies Lab" a collective of
Swiss innovators in the fields of IT,
digital education, technology and me-
dia.

The program is delivered in Ger-
man with other Swiss languages planned
for the near future. TUMO Zurich will
initially have 700 students, but the
Swiss partners plan to expand the
center in Zurich and to additional Swiss
cities. Switzerland, like Armenia, has
many small villages and towns,
TUMO’s partners are already planning
the first TUMO boxes to serve rural
communities.

TUMO'’s international network
includes Berlin, Paris and Lyon, Mos-
cow, Tirana and Kyiv with new cen-
ters planned for Los Angeles, Frank-
furt and Coimbra in the coming year.

Advance Team of EU Monitors

Continued frompage 1

and the EU’s top official, Charles
Michel, at a meeting in Prague.

“The mission will start in Octo-
ber for a maximum of two months,”
read an EU statement issued on Octo-

ber 7. Itsaid that Azerbaijan “agreed to
cooperate with this mission as far as it
is concerned.”

Aliyev said on Friday that he
rejected at Prague a proposal to deploy
EU observers on the Azerbaijani side
of the frontier as well.
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ANNIVERSARY
i of Pasadena

an Chu

75" Anniversary
Of the Founding of
St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church of Pasadena
Under the Auspices
Of the Primate of the Western Diocese of the Armenian Church
His Eminence Abp. Hovnan Derderian
On Saturday, October 22, 2022 at Geragos Hall
7:00 p.m. Dinner & Program
Mortgage Burning Ceremorny
Bestowing of St. Nerses Medal to Marguerite Hougasian

Special Program and Much More
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Lisa Meymarian (626)622-5462 / Yn. Talin Petoyan (626)616-1535
Church office (626)449-1523

Donation S75
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