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EU Plans Another Monitoring Mission
to Armenia-Azerbaijan Border

YEREVAN — The European
Union will likely send next month a
new and larger monitoring team to
Armenia’s border with Azerbaijan in
an effort to ease lingering tensions
there, sources told RFE/RL’s Arme-
nian Service on Tuesday.

The EU already deployed 40 ci-
vilian monitors to Armenian border
areas in late October on a two-month
mission agreed during an Armenian-
Azerbaijani summitorganized in Prague
by EU head Charles Michel and French
President Emmanuel Macron. The
agreement followed the September
border clashes between Armenian and
Azerbaijani forces which left more
than 300 soldiers dead.

The EU’s foreign policy chief,
Josep Borrell, did not rule outa “longer
term EU mission in Armenia” in the
near future when the monitors com-
pleted their mandate on December 19.
EU representatives afterwards visited
Yerevan to discuss such a possibility

with Armenian officials.

The sources said that a crisis
management committee of the EU’s top
decision-making body, the European
Council, on Monday formally recom-
mended the dispatch of another, 200-
strong team of monitors to Armenia,
saying that their presence would lower
the risk of fresh armed incidents on the
Armenian-Azerbaijani border. They said
that the foreign ministers of EU mem-
ber states are expected to discuss the
proposal in Brussels on January 23.

The new mission, if confirmed,
will be launched on February 20 and
last for at least two years, the sources
told RFE/RL’s Armenian Service.

European Council's Committee
on Politics and Security said in a state-
ment that their priority will be to help
reduce incidents in the border zones of
Armenia and conflict-affected areas,
reduce the danger for those living in

Continued on page4

ECtHR Notifies CoE Committee of
Ministers of Interim Measure

Against Azerbaijan

On January 16, the European
Court of Human Rights sent an urgent
notice to the Committee of Ministers
of the Council of Europe to monitor
Azerbaijan’s implementation of its
December 21, 2022 decision to un-
block the Lachin Corridor, the repre-
sentative of Armenia on International
Legal Matters reported.

At the same time, Azerbaijan de-
manded to apply interim measures
against Armenia.

On December 21 the European
Court of Human Rights decided to
indicate an interim measure in the case
Armeniav. Azerbaijan.

The request concerned the block-
ing of the Lachin Corridor, via which
Armenians in Nagoro-Karbakh access
vital services, in particular medical
care.

The request is part of the inter-
State case Armenia v. Azerbaijan, which
is concerned with allegations of mul-

tiple serious violations of the Conven-
tion in the armed dispute around
Nagorno-Karabakh.

Measures under Rule 39 of the
Rules of Court are decided in connec-
tion with proceedings before the Court,
without prejudging any subsequent
decisions on the admissibility or merits
of the case. The Court grants such
requests only on an exceptional basis,
when the applicants would otherwise
face a real risk of irreversible harm.

Ruben Vardanyan
We Will Never Relinquish Our Right to Live
a Free and Dignified Life in Our Homeland

STEPANAKERT — Azerbaijan
must understand that peace does not
come at the cost of Armenian lives,
Artsakh’s minister of State Ruben
Vardanyan said in a Twitter post.

“We’re ready to have a construc-
tive dialogue on what peace means to
both Armenians and Azerbaijanis. But
we’ll never give up on the right to live
a life with dignity, respect and freedom
in our homeland Artsakh,” he said.

Vardanyan also denied reports
that he is going to resign, especially
during the ongoing crisis.

“The possible resignation of the
President or the dissolvement of the
Parliament are also unacceptable,”
Vardanyan said in a Twitter post.

“We must convene all our efforts
to overcome this horrible situation.
We must preserve Artsakh and we
have that chance today,” he added.

Senators Menendez, Reed Urge Biden
Administration to Hold Baku Accountable

WASHINGTON, DC - U.S.
Senators Bob Menendez (D-N.J.),
Chairman of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, and Jack Reed (D-
R.I.), Chairman of the Senate Armed
Services Committee, are demanding
thatthe Biden administration strengthen
efforts to end Azerbaijan’s month-
long blockade of the Lachin corridor.
Imposing devastation on communities
still reeling from the aftershocks of
Azerbaijan’s 2020 attack on Nagorno-
Karabakh, the blockade has danger-
ously accelerated the region’s already
worsening humanitarian crisis.

“According to the Armenian gov-
ernment, Baku is denying 120,000
Nagorno-Karabakh residents freedom
of movement, effectively holding them
hostage in an effort to advance its own
objectives .... Many more lives are at
risk due to an increasing shortage of
food and medicine,” the senators wrote
in a new letter to Secretary of State

Antony Blinken. “We must support
organizations working to provide re-
lief, and work with our like-minded
partners across Europe who have also
expressed concern over Baku’s ac-
tions to pressure the Aliyev regime to
stop this unacceptable blockade.”

“The United States cannot stand
aside while the Aliyev regime callously
threatens the lives of Nagorno-
Karabakh’s citizens, and must hold
Azerbaijan to account for blocking a
civilian population’s access to food
and basic necessities,” the senators
added.

Find a copy of the senators’ let-
ter below.

Dear Secretary Blinken,

We write to express our deep
concern with the month-long
Azerbaijani blockade on Nagorno-

Continued on page4
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Armenia Calls for Concrete International

Pressure on Azerbaijan to End
the Siege of Artsakh

YEREVAN — Armenia has again
called on the international community
to send a fact-finding mission to
Nagorno-Karabakh and the Lachin
Corridor blocked by Azerbaijan for the
past month.

Speaking ata virtual international
conference organized by India, For-
eign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan said
world powers should pressure Baku to
end the inhuman blockade that has led
to severe shortages of basic goods in
Karabakh and brought the economic
life there to a standstill.

“Azerbaijan’s continued provo-
cations and aggressive actions show
that the lack of adequate accountability
mechanisms only encourages Azerbaijan
to question the determination and will-
ingness of the international community
to take action,” he said.

“As a landlocked developing
country, Armenia is a long-standing
advocate of promoting inclusive and
equitable regional and cross-border
connectivity in our region and beyond,
which would unlock the trade and
transit potential of the South
Caucasus”, Mirzoyan said.

“Efficient cooperation between
the landlocked and transit countries
and unblocking of all regional trans-
port communications is key to remov-
ing political barriers to the free move-
ment of people, goods and services,
particularly, in times of global reces-
sion and in terms of realization of the
economic and social rights of all
peoples,” Minister Mirzoyan said.

“In this regard, we are interested
in advancing cooperation within the
framework of North-South connec-
tivity, as well as the Persian Gulf — the
Black Sea international transport cor-
ridor. Armenia considers India’s po-
tential and prospective role for these
projects as quite significant,” he added.

“As we speak about connectivity
and free movement of people, for more
than a month already the entire world
has witnessed a flagrant violation of
these principles: under made-up eco-
logical concerns, a group of Azerbaijani
government agents has been blocking
the Lachin corridor — the only lifeline
connecting Nagorno-Karabakh to Ar-
menia and to the rest of the world. By
discrediting the global environmental

agenda and violating the right to free
movement, Azerbaijan keeps hostage
120,000 Armenians of Nagorno-
Karabakh, including 30,000 kids and
several thousands of disabled persons.
Because of the Azerbaijani unlawful
blockade, the people of Nagorno-
Karabakh today face a humanitarian
catastrophe. There is an acute short-
age of essential goods, food and medi-
cine. The danger of malnutrition, espe-
cially child malnutrition is tangible.
Hundreds of families left on different
sides of the Azerbaijani blockade re-
main separated,” Ararat Mirzoyan
stated.

He appreciated the unequivocal
calls by the international community
and particularly by the majority of the
UN Security Council members during
the urgent meeting of the UN SC held
on December 20, 2022, to end the
blockade and ensure access to
Nagorno-Karabakh for international
organizations.

“Currently, concrete pressure on
Azerbaijan from our international part-
ners, including G-20 members, is
needed with the aim of ending the
inhumane siege of the people of
Nagorno-Karabakh and returning to
the negotiation table,” the Foreign Min-
ister said.

“We also consider it necessary to
deploy an international fact-finding
mission to Nagorno-Karabakh and the
Lachin Corridor to assess the humani-
tarian situation on the ground, as well
as to ensure unhindered humanitarian
access to Nagorno-Karabakh for rel-
evant UN bodies,” he concluded.

France Calls for Immediate and
Unconditional Restoration of Freedom of
Movement, Security in Lachin Corridor

VIENNA -- During the Special
Meeting of the OSCE Permanent Coun-
cil initiated by Armenia, France has reit-
erated its calls for immediately and un-
conditionally restoring the freedom of
movement and security in Lachin Corri-
dor and respecting the rights of the local
population, the French Permanent Rep-
resentation to the OSCE said.

“France reaffirmed its commit-
ment to support in searching for
progress in talks between Armenia and
Azerbaijan with the purpose of estab-
lishing sustainable peace in the region,
and readiness to contribute to the imple-

mentation of this goal by cooperating
with all partners and stakeholder par-
ties,” the French Permanent Repre-
sentation to the OSCE added in a state-
ment on Twitter.

Whiles visiting Yerevan last week,
French parliament speaker Yael Braun-
Pivet expressed serious concern over
Azerbaijan’s continuing blockade of
the Lachin Corridor and reaffirmed
France’s support for Armenia’s terri-
torial integrity during an official visit to
Yerevan on Friday.

“We are concerned because the
blockade is creating a worsening hu-
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US Calls on Azerbaijan and Russia to Restore
Unhindered Transit Through Lachin Corridor

VIENNA — The United States is
gravely concerned that the Lachin cor-
ridor has now been obstructed for
more than 30 days, creating critical
shortages of food, medicine, and other
supplies in Nagorno-Karabakh, US
Ambassador to OSCE Michael Car-
penter said at the OSCE Permanent
Council meeting initiated by Armenia.

“These facts are indisputable. We
call on Azerbaijan and Russia to re-
store unhindered transit immediately
in keeping with prior commitments,
which clearly include guarantees for
the “security of persons, vehicles and
cargo moving along the Lachin Corri-
dor in both directions.” The ongoing
disrupted passage of private and com-
mercial traffic on the Lachinroad could
have severe humanitarian conse-
quences for the people living in
Nagorno-Karabakh,” the Ambassador
said.

He thanked the ICRC for provid-
ing critical aid, and called on Azerbaijan
to ensure the individual rights, safety,
and well-being of the population living
in this area are respected. “All OSCE
participating States have an obligation
to protect the safety of persons on
their territory without regard to
ethnicity,” Mr. Carpenter added.

“I also look forward to a sub-
stantive discussion on the recommen-
dations of the Polish Chair’s Needs
Assessment Team under the steward-
ship of North Macedonia. The OSCE
and its various institutions are well
placed to assist Armenia and Azerbaijan
based on our comprehensive approach
to security and anchored in our values,
principles, and commitments. We have

an extensive toolkit that could be uti-
lized in this conflict and we should
discuss how we can do so,” he said.

“The United States calls on
Azerbaijan and Armeniato reengage in
meaningful negotiations to resolve their

disputes. A comprehensive peace
agreement is the only true path to long-
lasting peace based on normalization
of relations and mutual recognition.
We also call on Azerbaijan and Arme-
niato investigate alleged atrocities and
to hold perpetrators accountable,” the
Ambassador continued.

“The United States looks for-
ward to working with North Macedonia
and the OSCE to improve security for
all people in this region. We will con-
tinue to work with Azerbaijan and
Armenia bilaterally, multilaterally
through partners such as the European
Union, and through international orga-
nizations like the OSCE to reach a
comprehensive and sustainable settle-
ment for this conflict,” he concluded.

Russia Tells Azerbaijan to Lift
Karabakh Road Blockade

MOSCOW — Russia urged
Azerbaijan on Tuesday to end its more
than month-long blockade of the sole
road connecting Nagorno-Karabakh to
Armenia.

Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
raised the issue with his Azerbaijani
counterpart Jeyhun Bayramov in a
phone call reported by the Russian
Foreign Ministry.

“The Russian side stressed the
need for the swift and full unblocking
of traffic along the Lachin Corridor in
accordance with the parameters set
out in the tripartite High-Level State-
ment of November 9, 2020,” the min-
istry said in a statement.

The statement referred to the
Russian-brokered ceasefire that
stopped the 2020 Armenian-Azerbaijani
war. The truce accord placed the cor-
ridor under the control of Russian
peacekeeping forces and committed
Azerbaijan to guaranteeing safe pas-
sage through it.

Armenian Foreign Minister Ararat
Mirzoyan again accused Azerbaijan of
violating it when he addressed the
OSCE Permanent Council in Vienna

earlier in the day. He called for stron-
ger international pressure on Baku.
“The blockade of Nagorno-
Karabakh is notanisolated episode but
must be seen as part of Azerbaijan’s
systematic policy aimed at the ethnic
cleansing of the people of Nagorno-

Karabakh,” charged Mirzoyan.
“Through creating unbearable living
conditions, Azerbaijan aims to coerce
the people of Nagorno-Karabakh to
leave their native land.”

manitarian situation [in Nagorno-
Karabakh,]” Braun-Pivetsaid after talks
held with her Armenian counterpart
Alen Simonyan.

“It is very important that free
traffic between Armenia and Karabakh
and electricity and internet connec-
tions be restored,” she said.
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Rosa Linn Calls on the International
Community to Stand Up in Support of
Armenians in Artsakh

LOS ANGELES — Rosa Linn,
Armenia’s representative at Eurovision
Song Contest 2022, is asking her so-
cial media followers to stand up in
support of Armenians in Artsakh.

On Saturday Rosa Linnjoined an
iconic lineup of some of the biggest
names in Alternative Rock as they
gathered for anight of music at the Kia
Forum in Los Angeles. She took the
opportunity to take her stance against
the ongoing blockade of Armenians in
Nagorno-Karabakh by donning a jacket
that read “Stop The Blockade” and
holding the Armenian flag high up as
she belted her final notes.

“If you’re wondering what is
written on my jacket... I was honored
toperform lastnightatiHeart’s ALTer
Ego foralt987fm alongside Muse, Red
Hot Chilli Peppers, Jack White, Fall
OutBoy and more,” Rosa Linn said on
Instagram, posting photos from the
event where she was wearing a jacket
saying “Stop the Blockade”, “Artsakh”.

“It felt like a dream. As the show
went on and as I write this message, |
think of those who are living a very
different life to me as they are cut off
from the rest of the world in Artsakh.
On December 12th, citizens of
Azerbaijan claiming to be “eco-activ-

ists” launched a blockade of the Lachin
corridor which is the ONLY route
connecting Artsakh with Armeniaand
the rest of the world. Yet ANOTHER
attempt from Azerbaijan to attack Ar-
menians. The people of Artsakh are
suffering, the corridor is usually used
to transport around 400 TONS of food
and medicine to Artsakh from Armenia
EVERY DAY.Because of this, Artsakh
is experiencing shortages of their ba-
sic needs and 120,000 Armenians of
Artsakh are unable to cross the border
to Armenia, separated from their fami-
lies. They are completely isolated and
defenseless. 1 am asking YOU, the
international community, to please
stand with me in support of Armenians
in Artsakh, we must
#STOPTHEBLOCKADE and prevent
Azerbaijan from continuing its horrific
policy of ethnic cleansing of Arme-
nians in Artsakh. How can you help?
Something as simple as clicking the
link in my bio, which will auto generate
atweet to Kamala Harris asking her to
break her silence on this issue, STOP
US military aid to Azerbaijan and
START US humanitarian aid to
Artsakh... could change the lives of so
many. Please help. And please share
this message. Thank you.”

Forbes Lists Armenia Among
50 Best Places to Visit in 2023

YEREVAN— Armeniaisabeau-
tiful country with a rich history and
culture, according to Forbes’ list of
top 50 travel destinations for 2023.

‘It’s home to stunning land-
scapes, including the Caucasus Moun-
tains and Lake Sevan, as well as many
ancient architectural wonders, such as
the Temple of Garni and the Monas-

tery of Haghpat—some of which are
recognized by UNESCO,’ Forbes says.

‘And if you’re big into the out-
doors, you can enjoy nearly as much
hiking as your heart desires on the
861 kilometers (535 miles) of the
Transcaucasian Trail that runs
through Armenia.

The country is also known for its
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Armenian Museum Reopens
in Jerusalem’s Old City
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JERUSALEM (AP)— A hundred
years after taking in scores of children
whose parents were killed in the Arme-
nian genocide, a 19th-century orphan-
age in Jerusalem’s Armenian Quarter
has reopened its doors as a museum
documenting the community’s rich, if
pained, history.

The Mardigian Museum show-
cases Armenian culture and tells of the
community’s centuries-long connec-
tion to the holy city. At the same time,
it is a memorial to around 1.5 million
Armenians killed by the Ottoman Turks
around World War I, in what many
scholars consider the 20th century’s
first genocide.

holy city stretches back centuries, from
monks and pilgrims during the late
Roman Empire to Armenian queens of
Crusader Jerusalem.

The museum’s centerpiece, fill-
ing the sunlit courtyard, is an exquisite
5th or 6th century mosaic adorned
with exotic birds and vines discovered
in 1894 on the grounds of an ancient
Armenian monastery complex. It bears
aninscriptionin Armenian dedicated to
“the memorial and salvation of all Ar-
menians whose names the Lord
knows.”

Fordecades, the mosaic remained
in a small museum near the Old City’s
Damascus Gate. In 2019, the Israeli

i
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Director Tzoghig Karakashian said
the museum is meant to serve as “a
passport for people to know about the
Armenians” and to understand their
part of Jerusalem’s history.

The museum reopened in late
2022 after a more than five-year
renovation project. Before that, the
building — originally a pilgrim
guesthouse built in the 1850s —
served as a monastery, an orphanage
for children who survived the geno-
cide, a seminary and ultimately a
small museum and library.

Jerusalem is home to a commu-
nity of around 6,000 Armenians, many
of them descendants of people who
fled the genocide. Many inhabit one of
the historic Old City’s main quarters, a
mostly enclosed compound abutting
the 12th-century Armenian cathedral
of St. James.

But the Armenians’ link to the

Antiquities Authority and the Arme-
nian Patriarchate undertook the labori-
ous task of removing the mosaic floor
and transporting it across town to the
newly refurbished museum.

From elaborately carved stone
crosses known as “khachkars” to
iconic painted tiles and priestly vest-
ments, the museum showcases Arme-
nian material art, while also excelling in
telling the Armenian story of survival.
While Jerusalem changed hands as
empires rose and fell, the Armenians
remained.

“Surviving means to not be seen,”
said Arek Kahkedjian, a museum tour
guide. “We survived without people
knowing what or who we are, and
today we feel ready to show you and
teach about the history and heritage,
about the culture, and to show you
how we advance and modernize with
the times.”

delicious cuisine, which features a
variety of fresh herbs and spices. If
you’re into food, don’t miss the Arme-
nian specialties of khash (a rich bone-

broth), dolma (stuffed grape leaves),
manti (baked dumplings) and, of
course, homemade pickles with every
meal.’
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“Artsakh: The Photographer’s Eye!”
by Hrair Hawk Khatcherian

FRESNO — Internationally-re-
nowned photographer Hrair Hawk
Khatcherian will speak on his new
book “Artsakh: The Photographer’s
Eye!” at7:00PM on Friday, February 3,
2023, in the University Business Cen-
ter, Alice Peters Auditorium, on the
Fresno State campus. The event is
organized by the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram at Fresno State and co-sponsored
by the Armenian General Benevolent
Union, Greater Fresno Chapter.

Since 1992, Hrair Hawk
Khatcherian has been capturing the
eternal images of Artsakh (Mountain-
ous Karabakh) which he shares with
his readers in his book, Artsakh: The
Photographer’s Eye! His travels started
in 1988, with his involvement and
participation in various Armenian
diaspora activities related to the
Karabakh Movement. Inspired by cu-
riosity, he travelled to Artsakh regu-
larly from 1992 until and including the
year when the first conflict started, till
2020.

His travels to his ancestral lands
allowed him to study its history, fo-
cusing on its culture, its people, its
nature, and the sacred mountains of
the region.

This book is a recap of stunning
photographs, in black and white, as
well as, in color. They say and repre-
sent everything that needs to be said.
An approach to keep the Artsakh re-
gion with us for eternity.

Hrair Hawk Khatcherian was born
in Lebanonin 1961.1In 1982, he earned
his wings as a commercial pilot in
Hayward, California. He moved to
Canadain 1984, working as a freelance
photojournalist in Toronto. He moved
in 1985 to Montreal where he works
for the Paris, France, Gamma press
agency. In 1988, he actively partici-
pated in various activities of the Arme-
nian Diasporarelated to the Movement

of Artsakh (Karabakh).

Hawk’s first trip to Armenia was
in 1992. In 1993 he was told that he
had terminal cancer, but survived
mainly due to his personal character.
Dynamic, hyperactive, combative, de-
termined, optimistic and constantly
enthusiastic.

Eversince that crucial year, Hawk
lives for and by Armenia, Artsakh and
all the fundamental references, values
and fundamental benchmarks of the
Armenian world.

For almost three decades now,
Hawk has been presenting exhibitions,
conferences, photographic lectures all
around the globe, making Artsakh,
Armenia and Western Armenia an ac-
cessiblereality for all. His photographs
have appeared in numerous magazines,
newspapers, books and publications.
He has reached the top of the biblical
mountain Ararat, the sacred symbol of
Armenians, and in that mythical place
he has solemnly renewed his commit-
ment and his oath, to pursue his work
relentlessly.

A selection of Hrair’s books will
be on sale at the lecture including,
Artsakh: The Photographer’s Eye!,
Armenia: Heaven on Earth, and 100
(1915-2015).

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Parkingisavailable in Fresno
State Lots P6 and P5, near the Univer-
sity Business Center, Fresno State. A
parking pass is not required for the
Friday evening presentation.

The presentation will also be live-
streamed on YouTube at: https://bit.ly/
armenianstudiesyoutube.

For information about upcoming
Armenian Studies Program presenta-
tions, please follow us on our Facebook
page, @ArmenianStudiesFresnoState
or at the Program website, https://
cah.fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies/
index.html.

EU Plans Another Monitoring Mission

Continued from page 1

those areas and thus create favorable
conditions for the normalization of
relations between Armenia and
Azerbaijan,

It proposed that the EU Ministry
of Foreign Affairs develop a special
action planin the coming days that will
specify how the security of the mis-
sion will be ensured, how risks will be

assessed, what means of protection
will be provided and, if necessary,
how the evacuation of observers will
be organized.

Brussels, in particular, expects
Yerevan to take responsibility for man-
aging contacts or incidents with Rus-
sian military units, deployed in Arme-
nia as well as to provide the necessary
immunities and privileges to the ob-
servers.
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NAASR to Hold “Expanding Horizons—
West Coast” Event to Welcome
Dr. Taner Ak¢am to Los Angeles

LOS ANGELES — The National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) will host a special
event, “Expanding Horizons—West
Coast,” on Sunday, January 29, 2023,
to welcome Dr. Taner Ak¢am to the
Los Angeles area and to connect with
members and supporters. This evening
get together will be held in downtown
Los Angeles at the historic Jonathan
Club, 545 South Figueroa Street. There
will be a cocktail reception at 5:00 p.m.
followed by dinner at 6:00 p.m.

In addition to celebrating the ap-
pointment of Dr. Ak¢am as the inaugu-
ral director of the Armenian Genocide
Research Program at the UCLA Prom-
ise Armenian Institute, this festive
occasion will mark the 60th anniver-
sary of NAASR and UCLA’s partner-
ship in Armenian Studies, the first fruit
of which was the establishment of the
Narekatsi Chair in Armenian Studies,
the oldest endowed chair at UCLA.
This relationship continues to flourish
today through collaborative programs
involving NAASR, the Narekatsi Chair,
the Richard Hovannisian Chair in Mod-
ern Armenian History, and the Promise
Armenian Institute.

NAASR members and friends on
the West Coast will also welcome the
recently appointed NAASR Executive
Director, Silva Sedrakian, who will
discuss the organization’s programs

and vision. NAASR Director of Aca-
demic Affairs Marc Mamigonian will
serve as emcee for the event.

The evening will also include a
special memorial musical tribute to
NAASR Board Member and Benefac-
tor Edward Avedisian (1937-2022),
performed by Boris Allakhverdyan
(Principal Clarinet, LA Philharmonic)
and Alin Allakhverdyan (piano).

Space for this eventis limited and
those interested in attending should
contact NAASR as soon as possible.
Tickets can be purchased online at
https://naasr.org/pages/expanding-ho-
rizons-west-coast or calling NAASR
at 617-489-1610. Inquiries can also
be made by email at hq@naasr.org.

Senators Menendez, Reed Urge Biden

Continued frompage 1

Karabakh and the rapidly-worsening
humanitarian crisis that has been cre-
ated for the region’s ethnically Arme-
nian population. Despite claims that
the blockade has been formed by “eco-
protestors”, it appears that the Aliyev
regime in Azerbaijan bears ultimate
responsibility. Furthermore, Russian
forces entrusted with keeping the peace
have clearly failed in their duties.
This blockade is imposing devas-
tation on an already vulnerable region,
which is still reeling from the after-
shocks of Azerbaijan’s 2020 attack on
the population of Nagorno-Karabakh.
According to the Armenian govern-
ment, Baku is denying 120,000
Nagorno-Karabakh residents freedom
of movement, effectively holding them
hostage in an effort to advance its own
objectives. The Armenian
Ombudsperson has already reported
the death of a Nagorno-Karabakh resi-
dent who was prevented from access-
ing medical care in Armenia. Many
more lives are at risk due to an increas-
ing shortage of food and medicine.
Two weeks ago, local officials in
Nagorno-Karabakh reported that the
region’s supply of fruits, vegetables,
grains, and sugar were about to run

out, with shortages of eggs, oil, flour,
and rice also causing alarm. Today the
situation is certainly more dire.

The United States cannot stand
aside while the Aliyev regime callously
threatens the lives of Nagorno-
Karabakh’s citizens, and must hold
Azerbaijan to account for blocking a
civilian population’s access to food
and basic necessities.

We were pleased to see the De-
partment of State Spokesperson re-
cently “call on the Government of
Azerbaijan to restore free movement”
in Nagorno-Karabakh. While we wel-
come the recognition that Azerbaijanis
responsible for the blockade that is
causing the ongoing humanitarian cri-
sis, the United States must also take
action to resume the free flow of
humanitarian and basic goods to this
besieged population. We must support
organizations working to provide re-
lief, and work with our like-minded
partners across Europe who have also
expressed concern over Baku’s ac-
tions to pressure the Aliyev regime to
stop this unacceptable blockade.

Thank you for your attention to
this matter. We look forward to your
prompt response and to working with
you to help end the blockade in
Nagorno-Karabakh.
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BINGO NIGHT PARTY

Ticket donation: $30

Includes Plate of Falafel or Chicken Shawarma,
Soft Drink and ONE Round of BINGO.
FRIDAY, February 10, 2023
Starting at 7:30 P.M.

AEBU CENTER

Location: 1060 N Allen Ave. Pasadena, CA 91104
For more information, contact Karine (818) 324-0574

COME JOIN US FOR A FUN AND

EXCITING NIGHT
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o ASSAULT & BATTERY CHARGES

DETERMINED & COMPASSIONATE

CRIMINAL DEFENSE

o JUVENILE DEFENSE o DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

o DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE (DUI)

Up b Quppunwify Sul b of pu-
l[l.ub' «JF=17 Thundery l[npb‘u:ilﬁtﬂ,
[1212 Ly l[u.ut[uu‘gl.u& 4‘ Eil[il u11u[1[1‘illi[1
2upncinuly:

«Qfiiw byt « PL-15
BVRAAM»—IH{ zl[lilnl_lué' 1.74‘4 i -
bwly « JF-17 Block 3» hnp&uwifisik-
re o qpeipoptt wfunf gopugubl
Uinpuyl (Buwify ognedp e, Surcmbim-
puip, wifrnfr gl Qo s gl
wnuwhynd [FEULY, np hplualn g
« '?[l"i'l[b[’ » -illipE: zlimbl_wgmp,
Gpbowhp hptig CLUL)'Lu&Lu!Dﬁl offr-
9bis firg-np gy, lp 2k oy
bunntip gk bynd, np vy hGpiag
[y Sugply duninugbintibpne fog-
S5 wpg bl fulp wnlpug snpu « ppuiti-
l[[ip»-illipnl_ l[lumwplillu:}npb'nl_lyﬂ,
npuybugh winbp npny sutfin oginu-
hup quniml UmpohSwifi Shin
Skp [Fuwlpts Shupmenp yunnkpugd f
st rossepuas gl

ziu}[ﬂl Bupmupuwybinhibpp
hpliwl pupbhnfuly oquwinuep, np-
Lli;‘llq[l Lll!il l[lupliiuu! l[plil « Astra
/73 ilnﬂ.lﬁul[ « BrabMos», [1712 L
Shwpumenpne [Fficls yyfunf g -
guumwlfil Swpnwm&ibp Swnglibpne
UsnpuybBubifs funpphpp qunlineng
[P hpufuiibpnci: G prch wpg bl wipg -
frulpuitingnegud § pp ponp S pgofi
«Unc=25% « ppnl$nc[d» qpnSwfii
oquichibpp, npatip, fi [Fhou wy

[P, g qup phtit « SOM > b=
41."[1 [Jln.m:.np 4[1[5‘[111_:

« i,lfl.uil LliLquyLlIZIl.uLﬂanllla'"L—
[5‘[1L7.IE luﬁ.uup Oqilbl zw!wuuuuil[ﬂl
uiwquiwillil ’féJ#E ' wulLuynLglilnll,
d « (?lluill[lip »-[l ul[LZFiuul[luil &[in.#-
FlianLfE l[uul[uluuup I{Lumilnl_lf 24'[1 '
Zilnl14[n_ Lll!il lnlwaﬁ <ilul[1LuLl1[1[1L—
ﬂlnjlillipnl_il, I1[1l12[# l[piuu! ur =
lflultplil ziu}[lluuml.uila», l[’[ﬂ.llnu—
spulh jorprimd iy Shqpimlyp:

1201 S. Marengo Ave., Pasadena
' W7 e 'Jl

e FREE TUITION i

e 6th-12th
Grades

International
Baccalaureate |
Program ‘

T
e ANY student jr
from ANY CITY ||
can attend.

* Top Sports

¢ Both dialects - B
and aif levals 2023-2024 School Year

welcomed.

of=30

For Information/Tours
Sign up at
www.ArmenianAcademy.org
or contact Maro Yacoubian
at 626-275-1330

o VEHICULAR OFFENSES/HIT AND RUN

o IMMIGRATION - MOTION TO VACATE A PLEA
o ROBBERY AND THEFT OFFENSES

o ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY WEAPON

o CRIMES INVOLVING POLICE OFFICERS

o CRIMINAL THREATS o WEAPON CHARGES
o DRUG OFFENSES o SEX CRIMES

o THEFT CRIMES o GANG CRIMES

ALICE TAVOUKJIAN
Attorney At Law

At the law office of ALICE TAVOUKJIAN, we provide zealous
representation to achieve the best possible outcome on your behalf.

“ f" LAW OFFICES OF
("’ ALICE TAVOUKJIAN, PC

www. TAVOUKJIANLAW.com CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

135 E. Valley BI, #B, Alhambra, CA 91801 626-386-8606

i
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