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URGENT

APPEAL
FOR ALEPPO

Once again, our communities are hit hard following the
recent devastating earthquake that hit Turkey and Syria.
Our fellow Armenians lost loved ones. Residential structures,
community centers, businesses and, above all,

educational institutions suffered significant damages.

Our brothers and sisters in Aleppo &

the Guiligian School need your urgent help...

The Armenian Educational Benevolent Union - AEBU, with all
its chapters, is appealing to all of you to give and to give
generously to help rebuild this very important beacon of education

for Armenians in Aleppo for many decades and secure a safe learning

environment for our children.

In collaboration with GUILIGIAN BENEVOLENT FOUNDATION - USA

@ Please donate

now af:

=

You may also send your donations by check to: AEBU 1060 N. Allen Avenue Pasadena CA 91104

AEBU.ORG/ALEPPO
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Artsakh President.
Azerbaijan Has Threatened to Resort to
Tougher and More Drastic Steps

STEPANAKERT — On March
6, President of the Artsakh Republic
Arayik Harutyunyan convened an ex-
tended meeting of the Security Council
with the participation of the political
forces of the National Assembly and
heads of regional administrations.

Before starting the meeting, the
attendees observed a moment of si-
lence to honor the memory of the
policemen of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs of the Artsakh Republic who
died as aresult of the Azerbaijani sabo-
tage on March 5, after which President
Harutyunyan made a statement.

According to the Head of the

State, the Artsakh side met with the
Azerbaijani side on February 24 with
the mediation and presence of the com-
mand staff of the Russian peacekeep-
ing contingent deployed in Artsakh in
order to discuss the humanitarian and
infrastructural issues arising from the
situation. An agreement was reached
regarding the second meeting, which
took place on March 1 under the lead-
ership of Security Council Secretary
Samvel Shahramanyan. Four issues
were on the agenda of the meetings:
unblocking of the Lachin Corridor,

Continued on page4

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz
Emphasizes the Right of the People of
Nagorno-Karabakh to Self-determination

BERLIN -- Germany is con-
cerned about the unstable situation on
the border of Armenia and Azerbaijan,
the worsening humanitarian situation
in Nagorno-Karabakh and is in favor of
eliminating differences between
Yerevan and Baku. Chancellor of Ger-
many Olaf Scholz announced at a joint
press conference after his meeting
with Prime Minister of Armenia Nikol
Pashinyan.

“Itis important that Armenia and
Azerbaijanresolve their long-standing
conflict. The Prime Minister told me
about the current situation. We remain
concerned about the unstable situation
on the border between Armenia and

Azerbaijan and, above all, the increas-
ingly critical humanitarian situation in
Nagorno-Karabakh,” the Chancellor said.

According to him, the current
situation “should be quickly reduced
to an acceptable solution for the ben-
efit of local residents.”

“From our point of view, it is
now important to reach a peaceful
solution based on the principles of
territorial integrity and sovereignty of
Armenia and Azerbaijan, the right of
the people of Nagorno-Karabakh to
self-determination. All these aspects
are equally important,” Scholz said.

Continued on page3

Microchip Technology to Open
Branch in Armenia

YEREVAN -- Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan received on Tuesday
the delegation led by Bruce Weyer,
Vice-President of the American Mi-
crochip Technology Company.

The Prime Minister welcomed the
entry of the microelectronics manufac-
turer Microchip Technology into Arme-
nia and the cooperation with the Arme-
nian Instigate Semiconductor company,
within the framework of which Micro-
chip Technology will open a branch in
Armenia.Nikol Pashinyan noted that the
development of the IT sector is one of
the priorities of the Armenian govern-
ment, and a steady growth is recorded in

this strategic sector.

“We value the involvement of
reputable IT companies in the Arme-
nian market and are ready to support
the investment process, which will
stimulate the growth of innovations in
our economy,” said the Prime Minister
and mentioned the activities of the
“Enterprise Armenia” investment sup-
port center, stressing that the struc-
ture carries out targeted work with
investors.

Bruce Weyer noted that Micro-
chip Technology is interested in the

Continued onpage3

Three Karabakh Police Officer Killed
In Azerbaijani Ambush Attack

STEPANAKERT -- Three
Nagorno-Karabakh police officers
were killed and another wounded on
Sunday near Stepanakert in an
Azerbaijani ambush attack.

A statement released by the
Karabakh police said the officers were
ambushed by an Azerbaijani sabotage
squad as they rode in a car outside
Stepanakert in an area called Khapalu.
Itreleased a photograph of the vehicle
riddled with bullets.

The officers were identified as
Lieutenant Armen Babayan, Major
David Danielyan and Lieutenant Ararat

Gasparyan members of Passport and
Visa Department staff of the republic.

Lieutenant David Hovsepyan, re-
ceived a gunshot wound in the chest
and was taken to the Republican Medi-
cal Center in serious condition.

NKR Interior Ministry dismissed
claims by the Azerbaijani side alleging
that “weapons were being transported
from Armenia to Karabakh.” Accord-
ing to the press release, the police
officers were simply en route from
Stepanakert to their assigned location.

Continued on page3
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Armenia, India Discuss Expansion of
Defense Cooperation

NEW DELHI — India’s and
Armenia’s top generals discussed
growing military ties between their
countries during talks held in New
Delhi over the weekend.

Major-General Eduard Asryan,
the chief of the Armenian army’s Gen-
eral Staff, met with General Anil
Chauhan, the chief of the Indian De-
fense Staff, as he and other senior
Armenian officials visited India to at-
tend an annual conference on global
security.

In a Twitter post, the Indian mili-
tary headquarters said Asryan and
Chauhan discussed “identifying areas
to augment defense cooperation, in-
cluding opportunities to leverage in-
digenous defense manufacturing in-
dustry.”

The Armenian Defense Ministry
said, for its part, that they looked at the

“possibilities of expanding defense
cooperation between India and Arme-
nia.”

The two nations have stepped up
that cooperation since the 2020 Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani war in Nagorno-
Karabakh during which India’s arch-
foe Pakistan strongly supported
Azerbaijan. Last September, the Ar-
menian military reportedly signed con-
tracts for the purchase of $245 million
worth of Indian multiple-launch rocket
systems, anti-tank rockets and ammu-
nition.

Armenian Defense Minister
Suren Papikyan explored more such
deals during a subsequent visit to
India. Indian media reported during
Papikyan’s trip that Yerevan is inter-
ested in acquiring air-defense sys-
tems and combat drones manufac-
tured by Indian companies.

Away Fans Banned From
Armenia-Turkey Football Games

NATIONAL TEAM

w
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Citing security concerns, Euro-
pean football’s governing body, UEFA,
has banned Turkish fans from attend-
ing an upcoming match in Yerevan
between Armenia’s and Turkey’s na-
tional soccer teams.

The two neighboring nations as
well as Croatia, Wales and Latvia were
drawn into Group D of the qualifying
tournament for the 2024 European
Championship that will take place in
Germany.

Turkey and Armenia will start
their qualifying campaigns at Yerevan’s
Vazgen Sargsian Republican Stadium
on March 25.

The Football Federation of Ar-
menia (FFA) confirmed on Tuesday
that UEFA ordered it not to sell tickets
to travelling Turkish fans in order to
avoid “unnecessary tension” during
the game.

For the same reason, Armenian
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fans will be barred from the second
Euro 2024 qualifier between the two
teams which will be played in Turkey
in September.

An FFA spokesman told RFE/
RL’s Armenian Service that UEFA
imposed the bans at its own initiative.
Neither the Armenian nor the Turkish
football federation had requested such
a measure, he said.

Armenia and Turkey played each
other for the first time in Yerevan in
2008. That match was attended by
then Turkish President Abdullah Gul
and a small number of Turkish fans.

Gul’s landmark trip to the Arme-
nian capital marked the beginning of a
rapprochement between the two nations
that nearly led to the normalization of
their historically strained relations. Then
Armenian President Serzh Sarkisian flew
to Turkey a year later to watch a second
game between the two teams.
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Ararat Mirzoyan and Sergei Lavrov
Meet in New Delhi

NEW DELHI -- Russia’s Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov called for a
quicker implementation of Armenian-
Azerbaijani agreements brokered by
Moscow during talks with his Arme-
nian counterpart Ararat Mirzoyan held
in India on Friday.

The two ministers met in New
Delhi on the sidelines of a conference
on international security attended by
many foreign leaders.

The Russian Foreign Ministry said
they discussed Russian-Armenian re-
lations as well as “regional issues” and
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict in par-
ticular. It said Lavrov stressed the
importance of “intensifying efforts on
all tracks of the Armenian-Azerbaijani
normalization in accordance with the
agreements between the leaders of
Russia, Armenia and Azerbaijan.”

The Russian Foreign Ministry said
that Lavrov’s latest meeting with
Mirzoyan took place “in a friendly and
trusting atmosphere.”

The Foreign Ministers exchanged
views on issues of regional security
and stability, according to a read-out
issued by the Armenian foreign minis-
try.

"The Foreign Ministers of Arme-
nia and Russia discussed the situation
in Nagorno-Karabakh resulting from
the blockade of the Lachin corridor
and disruption of electricity supply by
Azerbaijan. The need for the imple-
mentation of reached agreements and
unblocking of the Lachin corridor in
strong adherence to the commitments
undertaken under the 9 November 2020
Trilateral Statement was stressed. The
interlocutors touched upon issues of
the normalization process of Armenia-
Azerbaijan relations, delimitation and
border security, unblocking of all eco-
nomic and transport ties as well as the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. During the
meeting the Foreign Ministers also
touched upon other topics of mutual
interest," the foreign ministry said.

Justice Minister Minasyan: Armenia to Retain
parliamentary System of Government

YEREVAN — Armenia will re-
tain the parliamentary system of gov-
ernment, Justice Minister Grigor
Minasyan told reporters after a gov-
ernment meeting on Thursday.

Armenia switched to the parlia-
mentary form of government follow-
ing a string of fundamental constitu-
tional changes enacted through a 2015
referendum, which came into force in
2018.

According to the new constitu-
tion, the president’s powers are sub-
stantially curtailed. He is elected for a
term of seven years by the parliament.
One and the same person can be elected
president only once. The real power is
in the hands of the parliamentary ma-
jority and the government it forms.

“Constitutional changes are mov-
ing forward at a fairly normal pace.
Extensive public discussions have
taken place. At the moment, certain
conceptual points have already been
defined — they concern the supremacy
of the presidency, the preservation of
the current form of governance,”
Minasyan said.

He noted that a new commission
is being formed now to deal with con-

stitutional changes, as the previous
one has fulfilled its mandate in time.
Minasyan said that the results of public
discussions may be presented soon.

As for the prime minister’s pow-
ers, he said consideration of relating
changes is scheduled for the end of
March.

On November 30, 2022,
Armenia’s Constitutional Reform
Council voted to preserve and im-
prove the parliamentary form of
government.

www.massispost.com
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Monument Commemorating Victims of
March 1, 2008 Inaugurated in Yerevan

YEREVAN (Armenpress) — A
monument commemorating the vic-
tims of the 2008 post-election unrest,
colloquially known as the March 1
events, was inaugurated today near
City Hall in downtown Yerevan.

President Vahagn Khachaturyan,
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan,
Speaker of Parliament Alen Simonyan,
Yerevan Mayor Hrachya Sargsyan,
other government officials, members
of the public and family members of
the victims attended the inauguration.

“I want to underscore that March
1 is not a day of mourning,” PM
Pashinyan said in his speech. “Be-
cause, of course, we mourn and com-
memorate the victims, but March 1
has a wider context, and the meaning
of the life and struggle of our killed
brothers is about something completely
different. After the 2021 parliamen-
tary election I had various occasions
to say that for the first time in the
history of Armenia, elections became
not the cause of a domestic crisis but
the way to overcome the domestic
crisis. This is also my personal con-
clusion from the 1 March 2008 events
because as you know I was personally
significantly involved in those events
and the conclusion is that March 1 was
actually about the lack of democracy,
it was about breaking the people’s free
expression, deforming it, depriving the
people of expression and making deci-
sions. And this is how we must per-
ceive the meaning of March 1. And at
least from this perspective the struggle
and sacrifice of March 1 reached its
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goal, because vote rigging is a closed
chapter in Armenia and there won’t be
a return to it.”

He described the Armenian
people as the “guarantors” for never
allowing a return to vote rigging and
said that the vision of the people is to
live a free, happy and fruitful life in a
strong, independent and sovereign
country.

Deputy Mayor of Yerevan Tigran
Avinyan noted that the monument is
being opened 15 years since the events.
“The meaning of March 1 teaches us a
lesson that there should never be a divid-
ing line between the government and the
people. And whenever the government
and people have these lines it leads to
crimes like March 1,” Avinyan said.

The sculptor of the monument,
Albert Vardanyan, said his creation
“came from his heart” because “ev-
eryone shared the pain” of those days.
“This is an ode to the people and
government, so that we never again
see such days.”

Eight protesters and two police
officers were killed in the violent sup-
pression of anti-government street pro-
tests that followed a disputed presi-
dential election held in February 2008
which saw Serzh Sargsyan take of-
fice. Former President Levon Ter-
Petrosyan, the main opposition candi-
date in the ballot, rallied his supporters
to protest against alleged vote rigging.

Ter-Petrosyan’s supporters held
nonstop rallies in Liberty Square until
they were forcibly dispersed by riot
police early on March 1, 2008.

Three Karabakh Police Officer Killed

Continued frompage 1

“An Azerbaijani sabotage group
ambushed in a forest along the road
and attacked a police car,” the state-
mentsaid. “The incidentresulted in the
deaths and injuries of both Armenian
and Azerbaijani personnel.”

Artsakh’s Foreign Ministry called
the attack a “flagrant violation” of the
November 2020 ceasefire statement
and accused Azerbaijan of seeking to
escalate tensions.

Karabakh State Minister (Premier)
Gurgen Nersisyan linked the deadly
incident to Azerbaijani ceasefire viola-
tions on Thursday and Friday. Russian
peacekeepers likewise reported on Sat-
urday that the ceasefire regime was

violated in two Karabakh districts.

Armenia also condemned the
deadly shootings as an act of “terror-
ism” which it said was “preplanned
and ordered by Azerbaijan’s supreme
leadership.”

“These actions by Azerbaijan are
apractical refutation of Baku’s sincer-
ity regarding the establishment of peace
and stability in the region,” the Arme-
nian Foreign Ministry said in a state-
ment.

The ministry renewed Yerevan’s
calls for the international community
to send a fact-finding mission to the
Lachin corridor and Karabakh.

The Azerbaijani Defense Minis-
try also reported casualties without
disclosing the number.
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A Twin of the Red Planet:
Armenia to Host Austrian Space Forum’s
Next Mars Analog Simulation

YEREVAN (Armradio) -- The
Austrian Space Forum (OeWF) has
chosen Armenia as the host country
for its next Mars analog simulation
AMADEE24 in March 2024.

“It is now our 14th simulation,”
said OeWF Director Gernot Gromer at
a press conference in Vienna on
Wednesday, Futurezone reports.

The missions help test materials,
analyze the defects in the system and
seek solutions.

Every bug discovered in the pro-
cess means one less vulnerability in
space, where it can be life-threatening.
The training in Armenia will take place
on a rocky high plateau, as is also the
case on Mars. “It’s sort of a geological
twin of the Red Planet,” Gromer said.

The crew for the mission has
already been determined: two women
and four men from Austria, Germany,
Israel, Italy and Great Britain will par-
ticipate in the simulation. Anika Mehlis
from Germany will be the first woman
to lead the mission.

“For a month, Armenia will be
the hub of Mars research,” said
Gromer. He expects more than 250
international researchers to provide

scientific support for the mission. “As
far as [ know, it will be the largest and
most complex Mars simulation of the
year,” said the 48-year-old.

Simulating Mars human-robotic
surface activities in terrestrial analogs
has evolved into an efficient tool for
developing exploration mission archi-
tectures. They facilitate to understand
the advantages and limitations of fu-
ture Human planetary missions, be-
coming an added value for the devel-
opment of remote science operations,
helping to understand the constraints
and opportunities of the technology
and workflows.

The test sites are being selected
for their geological and topographic
similarity to Mars. Several factors must
be considered to determine whether an
area is suitable for Mars analog mis-
sions on Earth. First and foremost, the
physical and geological characteris-
tics of the terrain must be studied.

Therefore, soil and sediment
samples from Armenia, collected dur-
ing the preliminary exploration of pos-
sible AMADEE -24 Mars simulation
areas, were investigated sediment-geo-
logically.

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz

Continued frompage 1

The Chancellor also supported
the work of the EU civil mission
(EUMA) in Armenia. According to him,
this is Europe’s “important contribu-
tion” to peace in the region.

Scholz said that during the meet-
ing with the Armenian Prime Minister,
they exchanged ideas regarding the
deepening of bilateral relations. He men-

tioned the fact that Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan has started a
process of comprehensive reforms in
Armenia. Germany wants to continue
assisting Armenia on this way, within
the scope of its capabilities. Scholz
considered it important that last year
Germany started cooperation with Ar-
menia in the field of development.
Scholz and Pashinyan also talked
about the countries' economic relations.

Microchip Technology to Open

Continued frompage 1

implementation of programs in the
Armenian technological market and
plans to carry out activities in the fileds
of software, microchip production,
sector education, and contribute to the
development of the Armenian techno-
logical ecosystem. It was noted that
Instigate Semiconductor has offices in
Yerevan, Gyumri, Vanadzor, I[jevan
and plans to expand its activities.

At the meeting, views were ex-
changed on interaction in the field of

high and information technologies.
The Prime Minister referred to
the economic reform agenda of the
Government, presented the programs
of the technological sector and noted
that the priority given to the sector is
evidenced by the creation of the ap-
propriate institute by the Government
— the Ministry of High-Tech Industry.
Bruce Weyer, for his part, noted that
the Microchip Technology company is
interested in long-term cooperation and
considers the partnership in the field of
space research to be promising.
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Ararat Home Purchase of Senior Living
Community in Glendale Complete

ar

MISSION HILLS, CA — Ararat
Home of Los Angeles announces the
successful purchase of its new cam-
pus in Glendale, CA.

Ararat Home took ownership of
the senior living community previously
known as Windsor on March Ist and
began operating it as Ararat Gardens
and Post Acute. The campus occupies
almost a full city block near Glendale’s
Adams Square. Itis a life plan commu-
nity offering 90 independent living units,
50 assisted living units, and 28 skilled
nursing beds.

Ararat Home Chief Operating
Officer Derik Ghookasian explained
that the leadership of HumanGood, the
previous owner of the community,
approached the Home over a year ago
with an offer to sell it. He said,
“HumanGood has an excellent indus-
try reputation and had operated Windsor
as a highly rated life plan community.
We are very proud that they recog-
nized Ararat Home’s commitment to
excellence and entrusted us to con-
tinue delivering quality care and ser-
vices at what is now Ararat Gardens
and Post Acute.”

The community’s new Execu-
tive Director Varsenik Keshishyan said,
“We are thrilled to offer the Ararat
Home Experience in Glendale and hon-
ored to serve as a resource for our

larger Armenian community here.
Ararat Gardens will continue engaging
residents to thrive and live rich, re-
warding lives. And, Ararat Post Acute
will continue delivering quality reha-
bilitative and post-acute care on a short-
term basis for residents in the Glendale
and surrounding areas.”

“This acquisition is a significant
milestone for Ararat Home’s growth in
service of the Armenian community,”
said Sinan Sinanian, Chair of the
Home’s Board of Trustees. “Ararat
Home was founded in 1949 to serve
the community, and in turn, the com-
munity has blessed the Home with its
support for over 70 years. I thank all
those involved at HumanGood for a
smooth acquisition process over the
past few months and all those in-
volved at Ararat Home for their dedi-
cation to our mission, particularly
COO Ghookasian, Board Treasurer
Michael Surmeian, and George
Phillips, Jr. of Phillips Law Partners.
Most especially, we are grateful for
our community’s past and continued
support, without which sustaining and
growing our mission of care would
not be possible.”

Ararat Gardens and Post Acute is
locatedat 1230 E. Windsor Road, Glen-
dale, CA 91205. More information is
available at ararathome.org.

NAASR to Celebrate Marc Mamigonian’s
25 Years with Organization

BELMONT, MA 00 The National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) will host an in-
person and online program celebrating
its Academic Director Marc A.
Mamigonian’s 25 years at NAASR on
Thursday, March 16, at 7:00 pm.
Mamigonian will engage in a dynamic
conversation with Khatchig Mouradian
on a quarter century of developments
at NAASR and in Armenian Studies
generally, and a multitude of other
topics, followed by an open discussion
with the audience.

This will be an in-person event
and also presented online live via Zoom
(Registration: bit.ly/CelebrateMAM25)
and YouTube (www.youtube.com/c/
ArmenianStudies). For those attend-
ing in person, NAASR recommends
the wearing of masks to prevent the
spread of the Covid-19 virus. A recep-
tion will follow the program.

Marc A. Mamigonian is the Di-
rector of Academic Affairs of the

National Association for Armenian
Studies and Research (NAASR),
where he has worked since 1998. He
is the co-author of the volume Anno-
tations to James Joyce’s Ulysses (Ox-
ford University Press, 2022; with John
N. Turner and Sam Slote) and is the
co-author of annotated editions of
James Joyce’s A Portrait of the Artist
asa Young Man (Alma Classics, 2014;
with John N. Turner) and Ulysses
(Alma Classics, 2015, with John N.
Turner and Sam Slote). He has served
as the editor of the Journal of Arme-
nian Studies and the volume The Ar-
menians of New England (Armenian
Heritage Press, 2004), and has pub-
lished articles in Genocide Studies
International, James Joyce Quarterly,
Armenian Review, Journal of the So-
ciety for Armenian Studies, and else-
where.

Dr. Khatchig Mouradian is the
Armenian and Georgian Specialist at
the Library of Congress.
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30th Anniversary of Mashdots College

The 30th anniversary of Mashdots
College will be celebrated on Saturday,
March 25, 2023, starting at 6:00 p.m.,
in the great hall of the Armenian Soci-
ety of Los Angeles, located at 117 S.
Louise Street in Glendale.

The legacy of the founder of
Mashdots College, Dr. Garbis Der
Yeghiayan, continues. As of Decem-
ber 2022, a prominent Southern Cali-
fornia educator and administrator,
Hagop Hovhannesian, took the helm of
the College and to best serve the needs
ofthe Armenian Community in South-
ern California, formed a Board of Di-
rectors composed of highly professinal
educators and financial administrators.
They are Ms. Louise Gill, Dr. Minas
Kojayan, Mr. Minas Fournouzian and
Mr. Kevork Keushkerian.

Hagop was born in Syria and at
the age of 14, immigrated with his
family to Armenia. He studied English
language and literature at the Brusov
State Pedagogical Institute of the Rus-
sian and Foreign Languages. He immi-
grated to the United States with his
family in March of 1991 and settled in
Glendale, California.

Hagop Hovhannesian’s profes-
sional resume includes 4 years at Nor
Or Newspaper as Chief Financial Of-
ficer, 11 years at the Armenian Consu-
late in Los Angeles as Head of the
Passport Division and later as the As-
sistant to the Consul General and 12
years as Head of the Production Unit
of a multimillion dollar company.

Mr. Hovhannesian believes that
after a lull of two years, due to the

Corona virus, the College will be able
to resume its mission and grant certifi-
cates in the following specialty fields.

- Early Child Development

- English as a Second Language

- Computer training

- Translating / English, Arme-
nian, Russian, Spanish and Arabic

- Billing

Addressing the many challenges
he faces, Mr. Hovhannesian mentioned
that first and foremost he will look into
securing grants from the Los Angeles
County and the State of California.
Also, he added, its important to find
sponsors from the private sector, be it
individuals or corporations, to be able
to continue the role of the college in
this vibrant Armenian community.

Mr. Hovhannesian’s ultimate goal
is to provide the above mentioned spe-
cialties, where upon completion their
course of studies, students will be
granted official certificates to persue
their dreams in the fields they have
chosen as careers. Armenian language
and culture, he noted, will also be an
integral part of their course of studies.

Mr. Hovhannesian plans to meet
with the Presidents of various col-
leges, to learn from their experiences
and more importantly, to work with
them in the common goal of educating
youngsters to serve the educatinal needs
of their prospective communities.

We wish Mr. Hovhannesian good
luck and much success in his endeav-
ors to revitalize the important role of
Mashdots College in the field of educa-
tion.

Azerbaijan Has Threatened to Resort

Continued frompage 1

restoration of electricity supply from
the Republic of Armenia to Artsakh,
uninterrupted supply of natural gas,
and re-exploitation of the Kashen mine.

“During the second meeting,
the representative of Azerbaijan at-
tempted to discuss political topics
using the word “integration”, but
Mr. Shahramanyan prevented that,
saying that if they should discuss
political issues, it should be the topic
of recognition of the independence
of Artsakh by Azerbaijan. He added
that they are not authorized to dis-
cuss political issues and cannot dis-
cuss such issues at this meeting,” A.
Harutyunyan noted.

According to the Head of the
State, after that, the Azerbaijani side
conveyed through its channels that
either we accept the integration policy,
or there will be no solution to the
existing problems, on the contrary,
there will be tougher and sharper steps.

“We did not accept, we do not
accept and today I want to state again
that it is not only a decision of the
Security Council, but the overwhelm-
ing majority of our people accept that
we will not deviate from our right to
independence and self-determination.
And that means that in the near future
we will have various developments,
situations that we have to face. We
choose to either continue the struggle
that we have embarked on, or if there
are such moods in the public that we
should accept the proposal presented

by Azerbaijan, then they have the op-
portunity to speak up within the scope
of their civil rights and say that the
path we have chosen is wrong, try to
shape those moods, and form a new
government in the country. But since
we have chosen the path of struggle,
please first of all respect our decision
and do not react to any such phenom-
ena and do not attach any internal
political implications,” said the Presi-
dent.

Touching upon the tragic case of
the killing of police officers of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs of the
Artsakh Republic as a result of an
Azerbaijani sabotage on March 5, the
President of the Republic noted that,
unfortunately, such provocations are
not excluded in the near future.

“We must realize the fact that we
have to struggle for a long time and
within the framework of that struggle
there will be such situations, and we
should take preventive measures. |
have discussed our problems with the
State Minister and today I want to
instruct the Government by the deci-
sion of the Security Council to develop
a program in the directions of food
security and energy security, as we
have to calculate all scenarios,” said
Arayik Harutyunyan.

At the meeting of the Security
Council, Defense Minister Kamo
Vardanyan delivered a report on the
operational situation. Subsequently,
there was an exchange of ideas, and a
number of decisions were made as per
the agenda.
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