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Macron: No Longer Time for Diplomacy,
France Must Sustain Pressure for
Humanitarian Access

PARIS — French President
Emmanuel Macron has stated that
France is exerting maximum efforts to
restore humanitarian access to
Nagorno-Karabakh. In an interview
with Le Point newspaper, Macron
emphasized that France is diligently
working to facilitate an agreement be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan, aiming
for a sustainable peace.

Regarding the nearly nine-month
blockade of Artsakh, Macron high-
lighted in the interview that diplomacy
alone is insufficient at this juncture. He
underscored France’s commitment to
upholding pressure for humanitarian
access, elaborating that the country is
actively pursuing initiatives to deliver
essential goods and medicines while
ensuring unobstructed entry to

Karabakh. However, the specifics of
these initiatives or the resolution itself
were not elaborated upon by the French
President, who is a permanent mem-
ber of the UN Security Council.

“We have consistently advocated
for the sovereignty of peoples. The
Nagorno-Karabakh issue is intricate,
particularly concerning the equitable
treatment of peoples. [ am not inclined
to align with hardline stances on this
matter. Presently, our primary focus
is on establishing enduring peace be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan, while
safeguarding the interests of various
peoples and cultures. This peace ac-
cord is imperative, but it must con-
form to international law,” President

Continued on page4

Standard & Poor’s Upgrades Armenia’s
Ranking to ‘BB-¢ From ‘B+’

NEW YORK — Standard &
Poor’s credit rating agency has up-
graded Armenia’s ranking from ‘BB-*
From ‘B+’ ¢ and affirmed its short-
term foreign and local currency sover-
eign credit ratings at ‘B’. The outlook
is stable.

The stable outlook balances
Armenia’s strong economic growth
prospects and improved fiscal balance
sheet against its moderately weak ex-
ternal position and elevated geopoliti-
cal risks.

According to the agency, the
upgrade reflects the improvements in
Armenia’s GDP per capita and fiscal
performance. The country’s close geo-
graphic, economic, and cultural ties
with Russia have positioned it as one
of the preferred destinations for Rus-
sian individuals and businesses seek-
ing refuge from their home country’s
economic and political stresses. As a
result, migrant and capital inflows have
propelled economic growth, with real
GDP in Armenia increasing by 12.6%
in 2022, and have narrowed Armenia’s

persistent fiscal and current account
deficits,” S&P says.

According to the agency, last
year, spillovers from the Russia-
Ukraine conflict helped Armenia’s
economy to expand significantly by
12.6%. This surge is primarily attrib-
uted to inward migration from Russia,
which boosted the economy through
various channels.

A substantial portion of migrants
from Russia are skilled and young IT

Continued on page4

Azerbaijan Kidnaps 3 Artsakh Students
at Illegal Lachin Checkpoint

STEPANAKERT — Three stu-
dents from Artsakh were detained by
Azerbaijani security forces on Monday
while traveling to Armenia through the
Lachin corridor.

Karabakh officials said that the
young men, identified as Alen Sargsyan,
Vahe Hovsepyan and Levon Grigoryan,
were kidnapped at the Azerbaijani
checkpoint blocking the corridor as
they were escorted by Russian peace-
keepers along with other Karabakh
civilians.

One of the officials, Artak
Beglaryan, told RFE/RL’s Armenian
Service that the peacekeepers are ne-
gotiating with the Azerbaijani side to
try have them freed. NKR President
Arayik Harutyunyan held an emergency
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session of his security council later in
the day.

“Azerbaijan is continuing its geno-
cidal policy towards the people of
Artsakh, once again violating interna-
tional humanitarian law,” read a
Karabakh statement issued shortly af-
ter the detentions.

The Azerbaijani authorities did
not immediately comment on the ar-
rests. But media outlets linked to them
reported that the three Karabakh Ar-
menians are suspected of being mem-
bers of a Karabakh football team that
had “disrespected” the Azerbaijani na-
tional flag in a 2021 video posted on
social media.

Continued on page4

Armenian Educational Benevolent Union
Scholarship Fund Celebrates 5" Anniversary and
Presents the 2023-2024 Scholarship Awards

PASADENA -- On Sunday, Au-
gust 27, 2023, the Armenian Educa-
tional Benevolent Union (AEBU)
Scholarship Fund Committee cel-
ebrated its Sth Anniversary and an-
nounced the 2023-2024 award re-
cipients during a festive gala at the
De Luxe Banquet Hall in Burbank,
California.

The AEBU Scholarship Fund
was established to encourage youth

of Armenian descent to pursue
higher education, be engaged in the
Armenian community, and to give
back through community service.
This year, 14 recipients, seven (7)
in the United States, four (4) in
Armenia, and three (3) in Lebanon,
were selected from a large pool of
highly qualified candidates who had

Continued on page3
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Sharp Increase in Russian-Armenian
Trade Turnover

TSAGHKADZOR — Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan hailed on Thurs-
day a continuing sharp increase in
Armenia’s trade with Russia which
results in large measure from Western
economic sanctions against Moscow.

Meeting with his visiting Russian
counterpart Mikhail Mishustin,
Pashinyan said it shows that Russian-
Armenianrelations remain “very strong”’
despite “problematic issues” causing
friction between the two nations.

Russian-Armenian trade doubled
last year and in the first half of this year
as the South Caucasus country took
advantage of the barrage of sanctions
imposed on its main trading partner
following the Russian invasion of
Ukraine. This, coupled with other cash
inflows from Russia, is the main rea-
son why the Armenian economy grew
by over 12 percent in 2022.

According to the Armenian Na-
tional Statistical Committee, the trade
turnover between Armenia and Russia
in the first half of 2023 amounted to
about $3.1 billion, surging by 87.3%
year-on-year. Armenian exports to
Russia amounted to about $1.7 billion,
increasing 3-fold, while imports
amounted to $1.4 billion with a 28.6%
growth.

“It must be said that our com-
mercial exchange reached $5 billion in
2022 and this growth is continuing.
This year we have already passed the
$3 billion mark and hope that this year
we will surpass last year’s volume,”
Pashinyan told Mishustin in his open-
ing remarks.

“We have a very strong and du-

rable relationship,” he added during
talks held in the Armenian resort town
of Tsaghkadzor on the sidelines of a
meeting of the prime ministers of Eur-
asian Economic Union member states.

“Despite the difficult foreign eco-
nomic situation, Russia’s trade and
economic ties with Armenia are grow-
ing stronger ... and this makes us
happy,” Mishustin said for his part.

“We continue cooperation in en-
ergy, peaceful nuclear industry, min-
ing and transportation logistics. There
are a number of high-tech projects. I
think that our business missions, which
regularly arrive in Armenia, have a
very good impact on the overall eco-
nomic development. We propose to
intensify the work in all directions with
the focus on innovation projects,”
Mishustin said.

In line with Russia’s broader ef-
forts to reduce its dependence on the
U.S. dollar, Mishustin called for greater
use of the Russian and Armenian cur-
rencies in bilateral trade. He also pro-
posed that Moscow and Yerevan “ac-
celerate work™ on joint investment
projects in Armenia.

The soaring trade is primarily
driven by Armenian exports to Russia
that tripled in 2022 and January-June
2023. Goods manufactured in third
countries and re-exported by Arme-
nian firms are thought to have ac-
counted for most of that gain. They
include consumer electronics as well
as other hi-tech goods and compo-
nents which Western powers say could
be used by the Russian defense indus-

try.

French Foreign Minister Slams Illegal and
Immoral Azerbaijani Blockade of Artsakh

PARIS — France stepped up
on Tuesday criticism of
Azerbaijan’s blockade of Nagorno-
Karabakh’s only land link with the
outside world, with Foreign Min-
ister 0 saying that it is aimed at
forcing the Karabakh Armenians
to leave their homeland.

“The strategy of stifling, which
aims to provoke a mass exodus of
Armenians from Nagorno-Karabakh,
is illegal, as was established by the
[International Court of Justice,] and it
is also immoral,” Colonna declared
during an annual conference of French
ambassadors held in Paris.

She also noted that France will
mobilize forces to establish a just and
lasting peace between Armenia and

Azerbaijan. Colonna noted that this
will make it possible to delimit the

September 2, 2023

UK Church Leaders Appeal to the Prime
Minister to Intervene In the Humanitarian
Crisis in Nagorno Karabakh

LONDON — Tens of thousands
of Armenians face starvation as a di-
rect result of the current Azerbaijan
blockade of Nagorno Karabakh, ac-
cording to UK Christian leaders includ-
ing Armenian, Apostolic, Anglican,
Catholic, Orthodox Church leaders.

In their letter the group, includ-
ing former Archbishop of Canterbury,
Lord Williams, and Bishop Hovakim,
Primate of the Armenian Church of the
UK and Ireland, call on the Prime
Minister to take decisive action to pre-
vent the unfolding genocide in Nagorno
Karabkh. The leaders highlight the
plight of 120,000 Armenians, includ-
ing 30,000 children, as a result of the
blockade since 12 December last year:

Food, medicine, gas, and other
vital supplies have been prevented from
reaching the territory;

Hospitals are severely affected
and cannot carry out planned proce-
dures;

Miscarriages and stillbirths have
risen by 30 per cent;

Malnutrition is widespread and
cases of death by starvation have been
reported;

Evacuations of the critically ill
have been suspended;

Dialysis machines stand idle for
want of necessary blood products.

The leaders argue that mass star-
vation is likely in the coming months.
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“Our fears are also increasing for
the lives of the 30,000 children and
pregnant women affected by this un-
justifiable and intolerable situation,”
they write.

Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, the
Primate of the Armenian Church of the
United Kingdom said: “As Christians
and religious leaders we have the duty
to speak out against the worsening
humanitarian crisis. Our Lord com-
manded us that “Whatever you do for
one of the least of these brothers and
sisters of mine, you do for me’”.

Signatories include the former
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan
Williams, Archbishop Nikitas, the Pri-
mate of the Greek Orthodox Church
and President of the Conference of
European Churches, Archbishop
Angaelos of the Coptic Orthodox
Church and Papal Legate to the United
Kingdom; Bishop Mark Royal, General
Secretary of Churches Together in
England and the C of E Bishops of
Southwark and Manchester.

Indian and Armenian Security Council
Secretaries Discuss Implementation of
Joint Programs in Space Industry

NEW DELHI — Secretary of the
Security Council of Armenia Armen
Grigoryan met in New Delhi with In-
dian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
National Security Advisor Ajit Doval.

In a statement on social media,
Grigoryan said he congratulated Ajit
Doval on the successful landing of
Chandrayaan-3 lunar probe.

“I offered congratulations on the
successful landing of the Chandrayaan-
3 lunar probe. In this context we dis-
cussed the implementation of possible
joint projects in space industry. We
also discussed issues related to re-

gional security developments, as part
of which I briefed on the humanitarian
crisis in Nagorno-Karabakh and at-
tached importance to the involvement
of the international community for
overcoming it,” Grigoryan said.
Grigoryan and Doval also dis-
cussed prospects for the development
of relations in a number of other areas
and issues related to regional security.
Grigoryan also spoke about the
humanitarian crisis in Nagorno-
Karabakh and emphasized the impor-
tance of the international community’s
participation in overcoming it.

borders of the two countries.
According to the French Foreign

Minister, a just and stable peace be-

tween Armenia and Azerbaijan will

also allow the people of Nagorno-
Karabakh to live in their homeland and
their rights, culture and history will be
respected.
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Tumanyan International Storytelling
Festival Launches Second Edition in
the Mountains of Lori

LORI — The Tumanyan Inter-
national Storytelling Festival, which
launched in September 2022, is back
for a second year, it was announced
by festival co-founders Anoush Rima
Tatevossian, Nyree Abrahamian and
Tina Yesayan. The festival, which
honors the legacy of noted 19th cen-
tury poet, author, and public intel-
lectual Hovhannes Tumanyan, will
take place on Friday August 25th
through Sunday August 27, and will
bring visitors to the town of
Tumanyan, to celebrate all forms of
storytelling— including traditional
Armenian folk tales, contemporary
first person narratives, poetry, film,
visual arts, theater, music, and audio
storytelling. The theme of this year’s
festival is “place,” in recognition of
the breathtaking nature of Lori Prov-
ince, and its significance in inspiring
Tumanyan’s body of work.

“When we launched the festival
last year, it was our intention to
create an immersive, inspiring week-
end to reconnect contemporary au-
diences with the rich heritage and
tradition of storytelling. With this
edition, we have laid the ground-
work to make this an annual event
that will continue to grow, and cel-
ebrate Armenian storytelling in con-
versation with storytelling traditions
from around the world.” said Co-
Founder Anoush Rima Tatevossian.
The festival will feature three days
of performances, workshops, hikes
and activities for adults and chil-
dren, held in the town’s unique ven-
ues, including old factory buildings and
a Soviet-era house of culture. A hike on
the Giqor Trail will be accompanied by a
telling of Tumanyan’s story “Giqor,” an
intimate evening story-salon will feature
folk tales in the Hamshen Armenian dia-
lect by Mahir Ozkan of Istanbul, and an
evening of musical performances by
Shushiki Band from Yerevan and Alin
Demirdjian of Buenos Aires will take
place under the stars.

Featured international artists in-
clude Kenyan-Scottish storyteller
Mara Menzies, Lebanese performer
& percussionist Raffi Feghali, and
Raphael Rodan of the Mezrab
Storytelling School of Amsterdam.

“Last year, we were blown
away by the sense of community
that developed during the festival
and this year, we want to build on
that,” said Co-Founder Nyree
Abrahamian. “I hope that the diverse
range of stories shared at this year’s
festival will awaken people’s imagi-
nations and their compassion. I want
them to leave with a heightened sense
of curiosity about the world around
them, and a deeper appreciation for
the power of their own stories.”

Another highlight of the week-
end is a tour of the Abastan Artist
Community, a converted former tex-
tile factory that serves as a creative
residency space for a community of

Tumanyan
International
Storytelling
Festival

stories of place

international artists from Armenia,
Russia, Iran, and other countries.

The weekend’s performers and
workshop leaders include:

Mara Menzies, award-winning
Scottish-Kenyan storyteller & per-
former

Raphael Rodan, storytelling
coach & co-artistic director of the
Amsterdam Storytelling Festival

Torfeh Ekhlasi, Iranian visual
artist

Sevana Tchakerian, French-Ar-
menian multi-instrumentalist

Melisa Ferayan, [stanbul-based
storyteller & educator

Mabhir Ozkan, published author
of Hamshen folktales

Scout Tufankjian, acclaimed
Armenian-American photojournalist

Shushiki Band, high-energy tra-
ditional Armenian folk band

Kourken Papazian, Beirut &
Berlin-based documentary filmmaker

Dr. Hrach Martirosyan, Arme-
nian linguist & scholar

Aram Pachyan, contemporary
Armenian writer

Alin Demirdjian, Argentinian-
Armenian singer-songwriter

For the full weekend program,
visit.tumanyanstoryfest.com/program

The Tumanyan International
Storytelling Festival is a project of
the Tumanyan Development Foun-
dation, aregistered charitable foun-
dation in Armenia founded in August
2020 with the purpose of creating
opportunities to revitalize the town
of Tumanyan through tourism and
economic development projects. The
concept was incubated by Artbox, a
creative incubator developed by Cre-
ative Armenia and supported by the
European Union and German Minis-
try for Economic Cooperation and
Development (BMZ).

2023 Festival headline spon-
sors include the H. Hovnanian Fam-
ily Foundation and the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation. Partners and
supporters include Children of Ar-
menia Fund (COAF), the Hrant Dink
Foundation, The British Council,
Muziekgebouw Production House,
Abastan Artist Community, and
HikeArmenia.
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Armenian Educational Benevolent Union

Continued from page 1

applied nationwide and from over-
seas.

The Armenian-American se-
lected recipients were awarded their
scholarships in the presence of the
AEBU Scholarship Fund donors,
friends, and family members during
the event.

Mr. Stepan Hovagimian, Mas-
ter of Ceremony, started the event
with welcoming remarks.

The formal program began af-
ter dinner with a musical perfor-
mance by the talented Mrs. Nektarine
Chilyan, who delighted the audience
playing the qanun and singing a col-
lection of popular Armenian and in-
ternational songs.

The keynote address was given
by Dr. Houri Berberian, who holds
the position of Professor of His-
tory and the Meghrouni Family
Presidential Chair in Armenian
Studies, as well as serving as the
Director of Armenian Studies at
the University of California, Irvine.
In her presentation titled “Educa-
tion, Scholarship, and Armenian
Women at the Forefront,” Dr.
Berberian established a connection
between the AEBU mission and his-
torical instances of Armenian
women’s groups, their advocacy,
and their active involvement in pro-
moting education and supporting
students.

Afterwards, Mr. Hovagimian
invited committee members Tatios
Koroghlian, Lousine Boyamian and
Karine Kojababian to present the
2023 Scholarship Awards to Sara
Aprahamian, Sofia Gevorgian, Ani
Hekimian, and Kathryn Sarkissian
who attended the ceremony.

Aren Avetisian, Ani Mkrtchyan,
and Joseph Tertzakian-Harris ac-
cepted their awards via video mes-
sages.

Award recipients in Armenia
and Lebanon received their awards
from the AEBU local chapters in
Armenia and Lebanon.

The AEBU 2023-2024 Scholar-
ship Fund award recipients are:

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Sara Aprahamian, Santa Clarita,
California

Ms. Aprahamian is enrolled in
the ArtCenter College of Design in
Pasadena, and will be majoring in
Entertainment Design: Concept Art.
This is a domain where she has
observed a noticeable lack of Arme-
nian representation among concept
artists. Ms. Aprahamian is a gradu-
ate of Saugus High School (GPA
3.91).

Sofia Gevorgian, Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia

Ms. Gevorgian will be attend-
ing University of California, Los
Angeles (UCLA) and majoring in
Political Science, with a Minor in
Middle Eastern Studies. Her long-
term goal is to study law and pursue
a career in the realm of international
affairs. Ms. Gevorkian is a graduate
of AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian

School, Canoga Park (GPA 3.95).

Ani Hekimian, Pasadena, Califor-
nia

Ms. Hekimian is attending Pasa-
dena City College and majoring in
Biochemistry. She has demonstrated
exemplary engagement in commus-
nity service by devoting her time in
Armenian and non-Armenian volun-
teer activities. Ms. Hekimian is a
graduate of Marshall Fundamental
High School, Pasadena (GPA 3.83).

Kathryn Sarkissian, Whittier, Cali-
fornia

Ms. Sarkissian is enrolled in
the University of California, Los
Angeles (UCLA) and will be major-
ing in Biology and minoring in Jour-
nalism. She will wield her love of
writing and reporting to bringing
attention to Armenian causes. Ms.
Sarkissianis a graduate of the Arme-
nian Mesrobian School in Pico Rivera
(GPA 4.42).

Ani Mkrtchyan, Chevy Chase,
Maryland

Ms. Mkrtchyan is enrolled in
the University of Maryland, major-
ing in International Business and
Marketing. She moved to the United
States four years ago due to her
father’s military diplomatic term in
Washington D.C. Ms. Mkrtchyan is
a graduate of Bethesda-Chevy Chase
High School in Maryland (GPA
3.88).

Aren Avetisyan, Chevy Chase,
Maryland

Mr. Avetisyan will be studying
Liberal Arts at St. John’s College in
Annapolis, Maryland. Aren was born
in Stepanakert, Artsakh. He moved
to the United States at the age of
three, when his father was appointed
to serve as Permanent Representa-
tive of Artsakh to the United States.
Mr. Avetisyan is a graduate of
Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School
in Maryland (GPA 3.60).

Joseph Tertzakian-Harris, Alberta,
Canada

Mr. Tertzakian-Harris is head-
ing to the University of California,
Berkeley, to study Middle Eastern
Languages and Cultures with a
double major in Ancient Greek and
Roman Studies. He plans to devote
his life to Armenian Studies and
educating the public about Arme-
nia through teaching and social
media.

Mr. Tertzakian-Harris is a
graduate of J.H. Picard High School
in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada (GPA
4.0).

ARMENIA

Hagop George, Yerevan, Armenia
Newart Izmirlian, Yerevan

Anna Gharibyan, Lechashen
Nane Petrosyan, Lechashen

LEBANON
Dsovak Keuchkarian, Jal EI Dib

Dalida Sharbarashian, Beirut
Noushig Zadigian, Bourj Hammoud.
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Gerard Libaridian to Present New Book
“Precarious Armenia” at NAASR

The Third Republic, the Karabakh
Conflict, and Genocide Politics

G. ). Libaridian

BELMONT, MA — The National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) will present a hy-
brid (in-person and online) talk by Dr.
Gerard J. Libaridian on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 12, 2023, at 7:30 p.m. (East-
ern) / 4:30 pm (Pacific), in which he
will discuss his new book “A Precari-
ous Armenia: The Third Republic, the
Karabakh Conflict, and Genocide Poli-
tics.”

This program is presented as part
of the NAASR / Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation Lecture Series on Con-
temporary Armenian Issues and will
be held atthe NAASR Vartan Gregorian
Building, 395 Concord Ave., Belmont,
MA. It is free and open to the public.
Copies of A Precarious Armenia will
be available for purchase and signing
by the author.

The webinar will be accessible
live on Zoom (registration required)
and on NAASR’s YouTube Channel.
Toregister go to https://bit.ly/NAASR-
Libaridian.

In his newest publication of se-
lected essays and interviews, A Pre-
carious Armenia (Gomidas Institute,
2023), Gerard J. Libaridian explores a
number of fundamental issues regard-
ing Armenia’s foreign and security

| —

policies and scrutinizes the political
culture as the framework within which
positions have been defined and solu-
tions have been sought.

The previously published and
unpublished material analyzes the po-
litical thinking that characterized the
response to challenges the Third Re-
public faced and failed to address from
the standpoint of statehood versus a
vague but powerful nationalism.
Libaridian considers themes such as
Armenia and Armenians as agents of
their own history as opposed to the
dominant sense of victimhood,
maximalism confused with patriotism,
the role of mediators and other states
as saviors, and the comfort zone of
illusions and legends as opposed to
hard realism and pragmatism.

Dr. Gerard J. Libaridian served
as senior adviser to the former Presi-
dent of Armenia, Levon Ter-Petrosyan
and was the Director of Armenian
Studies Program and held the Alex
Manoogian Chairin Modern Armenian
History at the University of Michigan.
He is the author of numerous books
including The Challenge of Statehood:
Armenian Political Thinking since In-
dependence (1999) and Modern Ar-
menia: People, Nation, State (2007).

Macron: No Longer Time for Diplomacy,

Continued from page 1

Macron asserted.

When questioned about interna-
tional experts characterizing the ac-
tions of Azerbaijan as genocide, Ma-
cron exercised caution in swiftly adopt-
ing such terminology. He acknowl-
edged the intolerable humanitarian cri-
sis, notably in the vicinity of the Lachin
Corridor. Macron reiterated France’s

responsibility to uphold pressure for
humanitarian access and assured that
the country is fully committed to this
endeavor. He specified that France
continues to introduce initiatives to
facilitate the transportation of food
and medications to Nagorno-Karabakh
and to maintain unrestricted access.
Furthermore, he pointed out that the
state borders of Armenia are presently
under threat.

Azerbaijan Kidnaps 3 Artsakh Students

Continued from page 1

Beglaryan said he “cannot con-
firm” that Sargsian, Hovsepian and
Grigorian played for that youth team
based in the Karabakh town of Martuni.
“All three of them are students of
Armenian universities,” he said.

In any case, added Beglaryan,
the Azerbaijani allegations are “absurd”
and aimed at intimidating Karabakh’s
ethnic Armenian population opposed
to the restoration of Azerbaijani con-

trol over their region.

Hours following the kidnapping,
Azerbaijan’s Office of the Prosecutor
General reported in a statement that
“the criminal proceedings against the
Armenian football players arrested at
the Lachin border point has been
halted.”

Prosecutors have ordered a ten
day administrative detention for the
three young men, after which, accord-
ing to the statement, the detained indi-
viduals will be expelled from Azerbaijan.
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“Forbidden Homeland: Story of a
Diasporan” With Katia Tavitian Karaguezian

Forbidden
Homeland

-

} Story of a Diasporan

»0.0.0.000.00

Katia Tavitian Karageuzian

FRESNO— Author Katia Tavitian
Karaguezian will speak on her new
book “Forbidden Homeland: Story ofa
Diasporan” at 7:00PM on Friday, Sep-
tember 8, 2023, in the University Busi-
ness Center, Alice Peters Auditorium,
on the Fresno State campus. The event
is part of the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram Fall 2023 Lecture Series.

In 1988, a single innocent com-
ment made at her college in southern
California leads Katia, a new immi-
grant, to the discovery of long-lost
relatives she knew nothing about. These
were descendants of her grandmother’s
siblings from whom she was sepa-
rated because of the Genocide. As
Katia decides to find answers to ques-
tions she had struggled with all her life,
she uncovers stunning family secrets
that ultimately lead to a decades-long
search for something even bigger than
her own identity.

“Forbidden Homeland immerses
you in centuries of world-shaping his-
tory as its written pages become the
rich landscape of a deeply personal
journey...making you feel a part of it
and reaching into your core. ... In her
riveting odyssey to find the missing
pieces of her own identity, Karageuzian
takes the reader with her to uncover
hidden truths and connect past with
present. She masterfully weaves her
life’s unexpected twists and turns,
layered within stories of Armenian
Genocide, Lebanese Civil War, immi-
gration, and current world events, and
paints a vivid, living mosaic of the

unique and shared experiences of exile
and resilience, loss and rebirth, dis-
covering finally that even when for-
bidden our homeland, if we search, we
will find home.” — Ani Hovannisian
Kevorkian, Filmmaker, The Hidden
Map.

Katia Tavitian Karageuzian
(Pharm.D.) was born in Beirut, Leba-
non. In 1984, she immigrated to Cali-
fornia with her family. In 1992, she
received her doctorate in Pharmacy
from the University of Southern Cali-
fornia. She currently practices as a
pediatric specialty pharmacist. Parallel
to her career in pharmacy, when not
spending time with family, Karageuzian
paints, reads about history and poli-
tics, or volunteers with several non-
profit organizations. Karageuzian at-
tributes her love of writing and reading
to her childhood years growing up in
war-torn Lebanon, where she often
found refuge in books.

The reception and lecture are
free and open to the public. Parking is
available in Fresno State Lot P6, near
the University Business Center, Fresno
State. A parking pass is not required
for the Friday evening presentation.

The presentation will also be live-
streamed on YouTube at: https://bit.ly/
armenianstudiesyoutube.

For information about upcoming
Armenian Studies Program presenta-
tions, please follow us on our Facebook
page, @ArmenianStudiesFresnoState
or at the Program website, https://
fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies.

Standard & Poor’s Upgrades

Continued from page 1

professionals. As such, the influx of
skilled labor, coupled with the establish-
ment of over 1,000 foreign-owned com-
panies, has contributed significantly to
the growth of sectors such as IT, which
expanded by 51% in 2022 (the country’s
most productive sector).

‘Significant financial inflows,
particularly through money transfers
from Russia, have also benefited
Armenia’s economy. Gross inflows of
money transfers from Russia equated
to 18.4% of Armenia’s GDP in 2022,
up from 6.2% in 2021. However, these
transfers have begun to stabilize in
recent months, which we expect to
continue given that immigration flows
have dissipated.

Migration from Russia has also
boosted Armenia’s catering, real es-
tate, and transportation sectors. In
2022, Armenia received 1.67 million
tourists, though this is still 14% below
2019 levels. That said, tourism re-
mains strong, with a 79% increase in
arrivals in the first quarter of 2023,
compared with the same period last
year. Despite the recent appreciation
of the Armenian dram against the U.S.
dollar reducing tourists’ purchasing
power, we expect tourism levels to
remain robust.’

Financial inflows also resulted in
a 22% appreciation of the Armenian
dram against the U.S. dollar in 2022.
This substantial currency appreciation
has helped to shrink the government
debt stock in U.S. dollar terms.
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2023
| STARTING AT 11:00AM |
VERDUGO PARK / GLENDALE

1621 CANADA BLVD, GLENDALE, CA 91205

ORGANIZED BY

NOR SEROUNT CULTURAL ASSOCIATION
GENERAL SPONSOR

SPONSORS

LILIT BAKERY
=~ CAFE-

ARMENIAN FREE
FOOD matiidbrilel)

UnhSepe ART

u2us EXHIBITION

To reserve your vendor booth, please call Nor Serount Cultural Association
Qbtp Ypwwybbpp wwwhnygbint hwdwn, hGnwdw)bbgtp Lnp UGpntan Uhniphth

(818) 391-7938




