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U.S., Armenian Troops Start
Joint Military Exercises

whiwnwpnuegnil

2 Muwzunuwlingejwil

YEREVAN — The U.S. and Ar-
menian militaries began on Monday a
jointmilitary exercise in Armenia. The
Eagle Partner 2023 exercise, sched-
uled for September 11-20, involves 85
U.S. and 175 Armenian soldiers.

“Exercise Eagle Partner’s open-
ing ceremony has kicked off,” a
spokesperson for U.S. Army Europe
and Africa told the AFP news agency.

The opening ceremony of the
joint military exercise was attended by
The Chief of the General Staff of the
RA Armed Forces- First Deputy Min-
ister of Defense, Lieutenant General
Edward Asryan.

The stabilization security opera-
tions between the conflicting parties

will be worked out within the training
days by performing peacekeeping
tasks.

The purpose of the exercise is to
increase the level of interoperability of
the unit participating in international
peacekeeping missions within the
framework of peacekeeping opera-
tions, to exchange best practices in
control and tactical communication,
as well as to increase the readiness of
the Armenian unit for the planned
NATO/P{P “Operational Capabilities
Concept” evaluation.

The Russian Foreign Ministry
expressed concern about the U.S.-

Continued on page4

Prof. Umit Kurt to Present Talk on
“The Hunchakian Revolutionary Party in
Aintab: Founders, Ideology and Structure”

PASADENA — Massis Publish-
ing will host a public discussion titled
“The Hunchakian Revolutionary Party
in Aintab: Founders, Ideology and
Structure” presented by Prof. Umit
Kurt on Wednesday September 20,
2023 starting 8pm at the AEBU Center,
1060 N Allen Ave., Pasadena with a
Q&A to follow.

Umit Kurt is a historian of the
modern Middle East. His research is on
the social, cultural, and economic his-
tory of late Ottoman Empire and early
Turkish Republic in the 19th and 20th
centuries with a special focus on the
Armenian genocide and dispossession
of Ottoman Armenians at large, impe-
rial interest, ethnic politics, forced
migration, and infrastructural trans-
formations. He completed his disser-
tation in the Department of History at
Clark University in 2016. He has then
held several postdoctoral positions at
the Center for Middle Eastern Studies
at Harvard University, and the Polonsky
Academy in the Van Leer Jerusalem
Institute and worked as a Visiting As-
sistant Professor in Armenian Studies
Program at California State University
(CSU) Fresno. Currently, He is an

Assistant Professor in the School of
Humanities, Creative Ind. and Social
Sciences (History) in the University of
Newcastle, Australia. He has also served
as a Vice Executive Secretary for the
International Network of Genocide
Scholars (INoGS) from March 2020
to March 2023. His recent book, The
Armenians of Aintab, has been the
recipient of the Dr. Sona Aronian Book
Prize for Excellence in Armenian Stud-

Continued on page3

Artsakh National Assembly Elects
Samvel Shahramanyan as New President

STEPANAKERT—The National
Assembly of Artsakh elected Samvel
Shahramanyan, the Minister of State,
as the new President on Saturday,
September 9. Twenty-two MPs voted
in favor of the only candidate, one
voted against, and no ballots were
declared invalid.

Samvel Shahramanyan was the
sole candidate nominated for the posi-
tion of Artsakh president.
Shahramanyan received support from
former President Arayik Harutyunyan's
"Free Fatherland"party and three op-
position groups. The 44-year-old has
held various positions in the local se-
curity apparatus for over two decades.
He did not make any public statements
immediately after his election.

The "United Fatherland" party,
representing the fifth party in
Karabakh's 32-seat parliament, boy-
cotted the vote after its leader, Samvel
Babayan, was deemed ineligible to run
for president due to not having lived in
Karabakh for the past ten years.

Arayik Harutyunyan announced
his resignation on August 31, and on
September 1, he submitted his resigna-

tion to the National Assembly. Before
his resignation, Arayk Harutyunyan
relieved Gurgen Nersisyan of the posi-
tion of Minister of State of Artsakh and
appointed Samvel Shahramanian as
Secretary of the Security Council to
that position.

The Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry
quickly condemned Shahramanyan's
election as a "blatant violation" of in-
ternational law and Azerbaijan's sover-

Continued on page4

Democracies Must Act to Protect Human
Rights and Prevent Ethnic Cleansing in
Nagorno Karabakh — Freedom House

In response to increasing mili-
tary tensions between Armenia and
Azerbaijan and worsening conditions
in Nagorno-Karabakh, Freedom House
president Michael J. Abramowitz is-
sued the following statement:

“We are deeply concerned by
reports that the Azerbaijani military
is massing equipment along the Ar-
menian border. We condemn any
plans to attack the sovereign terri-
tory of Armenia and urge mediating
parties to work toward preventing
any further violation of Armenia’s
borders.

“Azerbaijan’s blockade of the
Lachin corridor risks ethnic cleansing
of the region’s Armenian population
and is exacerbating the ongoing hu-

manitarian crisis in Nagorno-Karabakh.
Weurge the Azerbaijani government to
engage sincerely in peace talks, refrain
from weaponizing the security of
Nagorno-Karabakh Armenians, and
unconditionally open the blockade to
guarantee unimpeded two-way move-
ment of people, vehicles, and cargo
along the Lachin corridor. We also
urge the United Nations Human Rights
Council to appoint a special rapporteur
to assess the human rights situation in
Nagorno-Karabakh.”

Armenia is rated Partly Free in
Freedom inthe World 2023 and Free in
Freedom on the Net 2022. Azerbaijan
is rated Not Free in Freedom in the
World 2023 and Not Free in Freedom
on the Net 2022.
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Pashinyan, Erdogan Discuss Armenia-Turkey Antony Blinken:
Relations, Karabakh Conflict

YEREVAN — Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan dis-
cussed rising tensions in the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict zone in a phone call
on Monday.

In virtually identical readouts of
the call, the press offices of the two
leaders said they agreed that lasting
peace and stability “will contribute to
the development and prosperity of all
countries of the region.” They pledged
to “continue diplomatic efforts in this
direction,” added the statements. No
other details were reported.

Erdogan criticized “Armenia’s
actions in Karabakh” on Sunday when
he announced his intention to talk to
Pashinyan. He pointed to the weekend
election of a new Karabakh president
strongly condemned by Turkey and
Azerbaijan.

Erdogan spoke with Azerbaijani
President Ilham Aliyev by phone on
Saturday. His conversations with the
two leaders came amid the increased
risk of another upsurge in violence in
the conflict zone.

Yerevan said last week that
Azerbaijani troops have been massing

along the Karabakh “line of contact”
and the Armenian-Azerbaijani border
in possible preparation for another
military offensive. For its part, Baku
alleged growing Armenian “military
provocations.” Erdogan likewise de-
nounced Yerevan’s “provocative”
moves earlier this month.

Azerbaijan’s top army general,
Kerim Valiyev, arrived in Turkey ear-
lier on Sunday for fresh talks with top
Turkish military officials. Turkey pro-
vided decisive military support to
Azerbaijan during the 2020 war in
Karabakh.

Pashinyan offered to hold “ur-
gent” talks with Aliyev during week-
end phone calls with U.S. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken and the leaders
of Germany, France and Iran. It is not
clear whether he also tried to phone
Russian President Vladimir Putin.

Russian-Armenianrelations have
deteriorated further this month due to
what Moscow sees as “a series of
unfriendly steps” taken by Yerevan.
The Russian Foreign Ministry sum-
moned the Armenian ambassador on
Friday to hand him an extraordinary
note of protest.

PM Pashinyan Holds Phone Conversations
with Macron, Scholz, Raisi and Blinken

YEREVAN — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan had phone conversa-
tions with French President Emmanuel
Macron, German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi,
and US Secretary of State Anthony
Blinken on Saturday, September 9.

The Prime Minister’s Office re-
ports that Pashinyan discussed with
the interlocutors the issues related to
the deepening of the humanitarian cri-
sis in Nagorno-Karabakh, the accu-
mulation of Azerbaijani troops around
Nagorno-Karabakh, and the increas-
ing tension on the Armenia-Azerbaijan
state border.

“Prime Minister Pashinyan ex-
pressed readiness to hold urgent dis-
cussions with the President of
Azerbaijan aimed at reducing the ten-
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sions,” read a government statement
on his call with Macron, which report-
edly took place late on Friday.
Pashinyan’s office released vir-
tually identical readouts of his separate
conversations with Scholz and Raisi.
It said the French and German leaders
pledged continued support for “efforts
to establish peace and stability in the
region.” It was not clear whether he
will try to organize a fresh contact
with Aliyev, as sought by Pashinyan.

www.massispost.com
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Any Peace Agreement Between Armenia and
Azerbaijan Must Protect the Rights and
Security of Nagorno-Karabakh Residents

WASHINGTON, DC — The
United States is deeply concerned about
the rapidly deteriorating humanitarian
situation in Nagorno-Karabakh, US
Secretary of State Antony Blinken said
in a statement.

“We note that humanitarian sup-
plies are positioned near both the Lachin
and Aghdam routes, and we repeat our
call for the immediate and simulta-
neous opening of both corridors to
allow passage of desperately needed
humanitarian supplies to the men,
women, and children in Nagorno-
Karabakh. We also urge leaders against
taking any actions that raise tensions
or distract from this goal. The use of
force to resolve disputes is unaccept-
able,” the Secretary said.

“Inlight of the recent increase in
tensions in the South Caucasus, the
United States will continue to strongly
support efforts by Armenia and
Azerbaijan to resolve outstanding is-
sues through direct dialogue, with the
aim of achieving a dignified and en-
during peace. We reiterate that any
peace agreement between Armenia
and Azerbaijan must protect the rights
and security of the residents of
Nagorno-Karabakh. We also encour-
age dialogue between Baku and resi-
dents of Nagorno-Karabakh,” Blinken
stated.

“The United States further reaf-

firms the only way forward is peace,
dialogue, and the normalization of rela-
tions between Armenia and Azerbaijan
on the basis of mutual respect for each
other’s sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity,” Secretary Blinken concluded.

United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID) Ad-
ministrator Samantha Power also
warned that the humanitarian situation
in Nagorno-Karabakh is rapidly dete-
riorating.

“The humanitarian situation in
Nagorno-Karabakh is rapidly deterio-
rating. It's essential that the Lachin
and Aghdam routes be reopened im-
mediately so lifesaving assistance can
reach the people of NK,” Power posted
on X.

Single Truck Russian Humanitarian Aid

STEPANAKERT — A single
truckload of Russian humanitarian aid
reached Nagorno-Karabakh on Tues-
day in what Moscow described as a
“first step” towards the restoration of
relief supplies to the region blocked by
Azerbaijan.

The truck carrying 15 tons of
food and other essential items pro-
vided by the Russian Red Cross en-
tered Karabakh from the Azerbaijani
town of Aghdam, a supply route which
Baku has been promoting as an alterna-
tive to the Lachin corridor connecting
Karabakh to Armenia.

The authorities in Stepanakert
have opposed that route until now,
saying thatit would legitimize the nine-
month Azerbaijan blockade of the
Lachin corridor. They indicated at the

Arrived in Stepanakert

i a g

weekend that they agreed to accept the
Russian aid through the Aghdam road
in return for an Azerbaijani pledge to
allow Russian peacekeepers and the
International Committee of the Red
Cross (IRCR) to resume humanitarian
supplies through the corridor.

The Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry
said on Tuesday that Baku is ready to do
that “parallel” to the opening of the second,
Azerbaijani-controlled supply line.

The Russian Foreign Ministry
reported later in the day an agreement
on the “parallel unblocking of the
Lachin and Aghdam routes.” The min-
istry spokeswoman, Maria Zakharova,
said Moscow expects that “humani-
tarian aid will flow to the region unhin-
dered in both directions on a regular
basis.”
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First Armenian Indigenous Satellite Will Be
Sent into Orbit on Board Space X Falcon 9

YEREVAN — Bazoomgq, the
space research lab based in Yerevan,
Armenia, that is currently developing
the country’s first indigenous satellite,
has been officially licensed as a space
operator.

Minister of High-Tech Industry
Robert Khachatryan personally awarded
the license to carry out space activities
to the Bazoomq staff on Friday.

“This is a significant event for us
because you are the first private com-
pany [in Armenia] to receive the li-
cense to carry out space activities,”
Khachatryan said, adding that the Ar-
menian government attaches impor-
tance to the development of the sector.

The first Armenian indigenous
CubeSat satellite will be sent into orbit

in November.

The CubeSat, named Hayasat-1,
isbeing developed by Bazoomq, anon-
profit space research lab based in
Yerevan, Armenia.

Bazoomq Space Research Lab’s
mission is to establish and continu-
ously develop capabilities and skills for
cutting-edge space research, educa-
tion and startups in and for Armenia.

Bazoomq Co-founder, board
member & CTO Hayk Martirosyan
told ARMENPRESS tech correspon-
dent Karine Terteryan earlier on Sep-
tember 7 that Hayasat-1’s testing will
be completed in September and the
satellite will be launched into space on
board the Space X Falcon 9 in late
November.

EU Monitoring Mission Increases Patrolling
Activity on Armenian-Azerbaijani Border
Opens New Operating Base in Ijevan

YT |

YEREVAN — The EU monitor-
ing mission in Armenia (EUMA) an-
nounced Thursday thatit has increased
its patrolling activity on the border
with Azerbaijan in the Gegharkunik
and Syunik Provinces to observe any
military developments.

“EUMA increased its patrolling
activity —among others — in Armenia-
Azerbaijan border areas of Gegharkunik
& Syunik Provinces to observe any
military developments. Through our
presence on the ground, we aim to
contribute to calming tensions & EU
impartial reporting on the situation,”
EUMA said in a post on X.

“Through our presence on the
ground, we aim to contribute to the
reduction of tensions and impartial
coverage ofthe situation,” EUMA said.

Earlier, the EU mission reported

to Brussels on the rising tension on the
Armenian-Azerbaijani border.

The EU Mission in Armenia has
opened a new operating base in [jevan.

Head of Mission Markus Ritter,
Head of the EU Delegation to Armenia,
Ambassador Vassilis Maragos, Armenia’s
Deputy Defense Minister Karen
Sargsyan, and Governor of Tavush Prov-
ince Hayk Ghalumyan cut the ribbon to
the new EUMA offices in Tavush.

EUMA is a non-armed, civilian
and non-executive mission with the
aim to observe and report to the EU on
the security situation on the ground.
The mission is deployed on the Arme-
nian side of the border between Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan, with Headquarters
in Yeghegnadzor, planned six Forward
Operating Bases (FOBs) and a Support
and Liaison office in Yerevan.
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Kim Kardashian Issues Plea to President
Biden to Prevent Another Armenian Genocide
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Kim Kardashian: My Plea to Joe Biden to
Stop Another Armenian Genocide

Kim Kardashian and Dr. Erie Esrailian write about how it's time for America
(and the world) to take action to protect Armenians from Azerbaijan

BY KIM KARDASHIAN, DR, ERIC ESRAILIAN

SEFTEMBER 8, 2023

LOS ANGELES — Entrepreneur
and activists Kim Kardashian and Dr.
Eric Esrailian have sent a message to
President Joe Biden in the hopes of
preventing another Armenian Geno-
cide.

“WE ARE ARMENIAN. We are
the descendants of Armenian Geno-
cide survivors, and we do not want to
be talking about the recognition or
commemoration of yet another geno-
cide in the future,” they wrote in a
piece published by the Rolling Stone.

They reminded that since De-
cember of last year, Azerbaijan has
blockaded the only lifeline between the
indigenous Christian Armenians of
Artsakh (also known as Nagorno-
Karabakh) and the rest of the world,
adding that the war in Ukraine has
meant some countries have had to rely
on Azerbaijan for oil —resulting inusing
“starvation as a weapon against the
Armenian population in the region.”

“There is no more time for
thoughts, prayers, or concern,”
Kardashian and Esrailian emphasize.

They look back at the war after
Azerbaijan’s attack on Armenians in
2020, amove they describe as baseless
and unjustified, and say it has “never
ended in the minds of Armenians around
the world.”

“Despite a ceasefire agreement,
the attacks on Armenian soldiers have
been constant and without repercus-
sions,” the essay continued.

They also point out that indica-
tions of a forthcoming genocide are
present as human rights groups like
the International Committee of the Red

Cross have been blocked, along with
“hateful rhetoric accompanying the
blockade.”

Stating that “the collective si-
lence or inaction” by people and gov-
ernment entities “has perpetuated the
crisis,” the authors call on Biden, and
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken
“to take a stand immediately.” “They
must pressure Azerbaijan to open the
corridor without preconditions,” they
stress.

“We are just two people. We
have been working behind the scenes
to support our Armenian brothers and
sisters, but this diplomatic approach
has not yielded meaningful results,”
write Kardashian and Esrailian, add-
ing, “This crisis will clearly not be
remedied by individuals, but we will
continue to do what we can to use
whatever influence we have.”

“The people in Artsakh want to
live in peace. Now is the time for true
leadership. We need for those who
have a meaningful role in these affairs
toimmediately demand that the Lachin
Corridor is opened to stop another
genocide. We want to draw more at-
tention to the crisis and appeal to those
in our own government who truly care
about humanity to intervene. The
United States has the ability to mobilize
a response. Leaders who are effective
and help our people will be remem-
bered for their heroism. Even if well-
meaning, the ones who are inert and
ineffective will be remembered for
allowing a genocide to take place under
their watch. The choice is theirs,” they
conclude.

Prof. Umit Kurt to Present Talk

Continued frompage 1

ies, Honorable Mention Book Prize
by Ottoman and Turkish Studies As-
sociation (OTSA), and PROSE
Award Finalist in the World History
category, the Association of Ameri-
can Publishersin 2022. He is also the
author of Antep 1915: Genocide and
Perpetrators (Yletipim, 2018) and
the co-author of The Spirit of the
Laws: The Plunder of Wealth in the
Armenian Genocide (Berghahn,
2015).

This presentation is second in a
series organized by Massis Publishing
which will focus on Armenian history
over the last 150 years. Massis Pub-
lishing is anon-profit organization that
operates Massis Weekly
and MassisPost.com while managing
a substantial catalog of Armenian mu-
sic. Massis Publishing plans to repub-
lish historically significant materials
and establish an archive of its own
collection. For more information, please
contact Massis Publishing at
Info@MassisPost.com.
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NAASR to Host Webinar With
Bedross Der Matossian On Denial of
Genocides in the 21st Century

BELMONT, MA -- The NAASR
/ Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation
Series on Contemporary Armenian
Issues will host an online presenta-
tion by Dr. Bedross Der Matossian
on Wednesday, September 20,2023,
at 7:30 pm Eastern/4:30 pm Pacific,
discussing the new publication De-
nial of Genocides in the Twenty-
First Century, in conversation with
Marc A. Mamigonian. This program
is co-sponsored by the Society for
Armenian Studies (SAS).

The webinar will be acces-
sible live on Zoom (registration re-
quired) and on NAASR’s YouTube
Channel.

Denial of Genocides in the
Twenty-First Century (Univ. of Ne-
braska Press, 2023), edited by
Bedross Der Matossian, brings to-
gether leading scholars from across
disciplines to add to the body of
genocide scholarship that is chal-
lenged by denialist literature and pro-
vides insights into how genocide
denial is becoming a fact of daily life
in the twenty-first century.

Throughout the twenty-first
century, genocide denial has
evolved and adapted with new strat-
egies to augment and complement
established modes of denial. In ad-
dition to outright negation, denial
of genocide encompasses a range
of techniques, including disputes
over numbers, contestation of le-
gal definitions, blaming the victim,
and various modes of intimidation,
such as threats of legal action.
Arguably the most effective strat-
egy has been denial through the
purposeful creation of misinfor-
mation.

In this program, there will be
an overview of the volume, which
encompasses cases ranging from the

genocide of Indigenous People in the
United States to the genocidal vio-
lence in Syria in the past decade,
including three chapters on denial of
the Armenian Genocide; and the con-
versation will also consider the key
role of denial in the current crisis in
Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabagh), which
isincreasingly being recognized as a
genocide in progress.

Dr. Bedross Der Matossian is
Professor of Modern Middle East
History and the Hymen Rosenberg
Professor in Judaic Studies at the
University of Nebraska—Lincoln. He
is the author of The Horrors of Adana:
Revolution and Violence in the Early
Twentieth Century and Shattered
Dreams of Revolution: From Liberty
to Violence in the Late Ottoman
Empire.

Marc A. Mamigonian is the Di-
rector of Academic Affairsat NAASR
and the author of “Weaponizing the
First Amendment: Denial of the Ar-
menian Genocide and the U.S.
Courts” in Denial of Genocides in
the Twenty-First Century.

For more information contact
NAASR at hq@naasr.org.

U.S., Armenian Troops Start

Continued from page 1

Armenian joint drills calling it an
“unfriendly” action by Yerevan.

“I'don’t think [the exercise] is
good for anyone, including Arme-
nia,” Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov said at the weekend.
“Wherever the Americans showed
up — you know, they have hun-
dreds of bases around the world —
it didn’t lead to anything good.”

The Armenian government did
not respond to the criticism. Only
one pro-government lawmaker,
Gagik Melkonyan, agreed on Mon-
day to comment, saying that Lavrov
“always wants to destroy our coun-
try.” Melkonyan also claimed that
Russian-Armenian relations have
deteriorated because Yerevan is
no longer willing to let Moscow
“make decisions for us.”

The United States has de-
scribed its joint military exercise
with Armenia as ‘a routine exer-
cise that is in no way tied to any
other events.’

“No, not at all. We routinely
train and operate alongside our
partners to maintain readiness, and
we continually — continuously im-
prove on the interoperability be-
tween our armed forces,” U.S.
State Department spokesperson
Matthew Miller said at a press
briefing when asked whether the
exercise is designed forestall a po-
tential Azerbaijani attack. “Arme-
nia is a longstanding partner to the
United States and has an enduring
relationship since 2003 with the
Kansas National Guard as part of
the Department of Defense’s State
Partnership Program. So no, thisis
a routine exercise that is in no way
tied to any other events,” Miller
added.

Miller also addressed Russia’s
concerns over the exercises.

I think that given Russia has
invaded two of its neighbors in
recent years, it should refrain from
lecturing countries in the region
about security arrangements,” he
said.
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AIWA Los Angeles Affiliate Pays Tribute to
Beloved Founding Members at Heartfelt
Luncheon Event

LOS ANGELES — The Arme-
nian International Women’s Associa-
tion (AIWA) Los Angeles Affiliate
hosted a memorable luncheon on Au-
gust 25, 2023, to honor and celebrate
the lives of three esteemed members
who recently passed away. The event,
held at the elegant California Club,
brought together 200 guests to re-
member and pay tribute to Lily Ring
Balian, Flora Dunaians, and Savey
Tufenkian.

Flora Dunaians and Savey
Tufenkian, both founding members of
the AIWA Los Angeles Affiliate Chap-
ter were instrumental in shaping the
organization’s growth and mission.
Lily Ring Balian was an early member
and past president of the organization.
Their dedicationto AIWA’s values and
their tireless efforts to support Arme-
nian women and communities left a
profound impact that continues to in-
spire.

The event was a reflection of the
grace and strength that these remark-
able women embodied throughout their
lives. Beautiful floral arrangements
adorned the venue, setting a lovely and
uplifting atmosphere. The See’s Candy
favors, a love that all three honorees
shared, reflected the sweet memories
they created together.

The program included heartfelt
speeches and tributes by prominent
individuals who knew and admired the
honorees. Emmy Award winning Fox

11 news anchor, Araksya Karapetyan,
and AIWA-LA past president, Cindy
Norian, shared moving stories about
the life and legacy of Lily Ring Balian.
Talar Bilemjian, Flora Dunaians’ grand-
daughter, spoke with admiration about
her grandmother and the importance
of keepingArmenian traditions alive,
while AIWA — LA co-founder, Hermine
Janoyan eloquently conveyed the pro-
found impact of work with dear friend
Flora on so many projects. Savey’s
granddaughter, Sarah Cipolla, and
AIWA, LA co-founder Elizabeth
Agbabian paid a meaningful tribute to
Savey whose dedication to AIWA and
many other causes will forever be
remembered. Beautiful music was
provided by Greg Hosharian on piano
and Angela Amirian on violin who per-
formed interludes featuring songs that
were favored by the honorees.

The AIWA Los Angeles Affiliate
extends its deepest gratitude to all who
attended this special event which served
as a testament to the enduring influ-
ence and spirit of these three beloved
women. Their contributions to AIWA
and the Armenian community will for-
ever be cherished and celebrated.

For more information about
AIWA and its ongoing initiatives, in-
cluding details about the upcoming
conference, Local to Global — Uniting
for Change, in Armenia, October 5 —
7t please visit
www.aiwainternational.org

Artsakh National Assembly Elects

Continued frompage 1

eignty over Karabakh. It claimed that
Armenia and the "separatist regime" in
Stepanakert "have taken the path of provo-
cations and escalation of the situation."

Turkey also condemned the presi-
dential elections held today in Nagorno-
Karabakh.

According to the Azerbaijani
"Trend" news agency, Turkey's For-
eign Ministry described it as "a new
manifestation of the attempt to legiti-
mize the situation in the region, which
contradicts international law."

According to Ankara, "that step
[elections in Artsakh] is a violation of
international law, including UN Secu-
rity Council resolutions and OSCE prin-

ciples."

The European Union spokesper-
son Nabila Massrali issued a statement
disapproving of the election.

"In view of the so-called 'presi-
dential elections' in Khankendi/
Stepanakert on 9 September 2023, the
European Union reiterates that it does
not recognize the constitutional and
legal framework within which they
have been held.

Atthe same time, the EU believes
that it is important for the Karabakh
Armenians to consolidate around de
facto leadership thatis able and willing
to engage in result-oriented discus-
sions with Baku. The EU is committed
to supporting this process." Read the
statement.
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2023
. STARTING AT 11:00AM |

VERDUGO PARK / GLENDALE
1621 CANADA BLVD, GLENDALE, €A 94208

ORGANIZED BY

NOR SEROUNT CULTURAL ASSOCIATION
GENERAL SPONSOR

[ N B WP O)’/ﬁ KoZanyan A
Wl[w@ég[l@s L"i’l;:}lzggfky ~\ @&’y SUPER MEAT & xuon

MEDIA SPONSORS

MASSISPOST

WWW.massispost.com

ARMENIAN FREE
- FOOD malidbriled

unhsep ART

uaus EXHIBITION

To reserve your vendor booth, please call Nor Serount Cultural Association
2tn Ypwwybtpp wwwhnybint hwdiwn, hGnwdw)ltgtp” Lnp UGpnLln Uhniphtl

(818) 391-7938




