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US State Department Calls on Israel
to Not Escalate Tensions Around Armenian
Quarter in Jerusalem

WASHINGTON, DC — The US
does not want to see the Government
of Israel take any steps that would
escalate tensions, US Department of
State Spokesperson Matthew Miller
said, asked to comment on the situa-
tion in the Armenian Quarter of Jerusa-
lem.

At a press briefing on Wednes-
day, Miller was asked to respond to the
concerns expressed by top authorities
in the Armenian Quarter that the Israeli
Government was using the conflict in
Gaza to push out a lot of Armenian
Christians from the Armenian Quarter.

“No specific response to that.
But as we have said on a number of
occasions, we do not want to see the
Government of Israel take any steps
that would escalate tensions,” Miller
responded.

The Armenian Patriarchate of
Jerusalem said it was facing an “exis-
tential threat” after a violent attack last
week which it attributed to an Israeli-
Australian businessman’s efforts to
acquire a property owned by the patri-
archate — the Cows’ Garden. The pa-
triarchate had leased the property to
the businessman who seeks to build a
hotel there, but then cancelled the
agreement and applied to court for

validation. Some two weeks after ap-
pealing to court, the patriarchate is-
sued a statement saying the developer
who sought to buy some 25 percent of
the Armenian Quarter of Jerusalem
ignored a letter by the Armenian Patri-
archate of Jerusalem cancelling the
controversial real estate deal and started
demolition works, and moreover po-
lice demand that all members of the
Armenian Community vacate the pre-
mises.

Armenian seminarians and cler-
ics were attacked by a violent mob
during avigil held at the Cows’ Garden
on December 28.

Pope Francis Calls for Legal and Safe Return
of Karabakh Armenians to Their Homes

VATICAN CITY —In his annual
“State of the World” address to mem-
bers of the Diplomatic Corps accred-
ited to the Holy See, Pope Francis
reflected on the conflicts and divisions
ravaging the world and highlighted the
responsibility of individuals and na-
tions to foster peace, Vatican News
reported.

Greeting the ambassadors from
throughout the globe accredited to the
Holy See on Monday, 8 January 2024,
he expressed deep concern about the
escalating conflicts worldwide and
described the current state of affairs
as a “third world war fought piece-

meal” openly addressing specific geo-
political crises.

The Pope recalled almost two
years of large-scale war between Rus-
sia and Ukraine that has resulted in
“great numbers of victims and mas-
sive destruction”.

Pope Francis expressed concern
about the tension in the South Caucasus
and the disagreements between
Azerbaijan and Armenia, and called on
the two parties to sign a peace treaty.

Pope Francis once again called
for peace, stressing the urgency of the
legal and safe return of Nagorno-
Karabakh Armenians to their homes.

Oversight Report:
Trump Profited from 20 Foreign Governments,
Including Turkey and Azerbaijan

WASHINGTON, DC -- Rep.
Jamie Raskin, Ranking Member of the
Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability, released a new staffreport and
new documents produced by Donald
Trump’s former accounting firm,
Mazars USA LLC, establishing that while
former President Trump was in office,
he received at least $7.8 million from 20
governments, including Turkey and to a
lesser extend Azerbaijan. This may ex-
plain the silence of the Trump adminis-
tration during the second Artsakh war,
where Turkey supported Azerbaijan po-
litically and militarily.

Trump had substantial pre-exist-
ing business interests in Turkey, and
records from Mazars indicate contin-
ued patronage of Trump-owned prop-
erties by the Turkish government after
Trump took office. Specific expendi-
tures by Turkey in May 2017 lack
detailed records, coinciding with Turk-

ish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s
White House visit.

The report also highlights ac-
tions by Trump and his administration
favoring Turkey, including interfer-
ence in the investigation of Halkbank
and silence on the assault by Turkish
security forces on U.S. citizens during
Erdogan’s 2017 visit.

The document details Trump’s
historic ties to Turkey, his business
dealings, and the lobbying efforts by
Turkey, including meetings with influ-
ential figures like Brian Ballard. Finan-
cial benefits to Trump from clients,
including Turkey, and their payments
to his businesses are emphasized. The
report concludes by underlining the
financial transactions between Turk-
ish officials and Trump’s enterprises,
adding to concerns about potential con-
flicts of interest and their impact on
policy decisions.

“Armenian Melodies” Float Wins “Grand

PASADENA —“Armenian Melo-
dies” has won the “Grand Marshal”
award for Most Outstanding Creative
Concept and Float Design in the 135th
Tournament of Roses, which took place
in Pasadena on Monday, January 1,
2024.

Inspired by the strength of Ar-
menian matriarchs throughout history,
“Armenian Melodies” features dynamic
Armenian mother and daughter figures

Marshal” Trophy at the 2024 Rose Parade

dressed in vibrant, traditional garb,
surrounded by important symbols
within Armenian heritage and culture.
This concept ties in perfectly with the
135th Tournament of Roses theme,
“Celebrating a World of Music.” “Ar-
menian Melodies” showcases several
musical instruments that are endemic
to Armenia.

Continued on page4
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Iran Opposes Any Geopolitical Changes or
Violations of Nations Territorial Integrity in
South Caucasus

TEHRAN — Iran reiterated its
strong opposition to “geopolitical
changes” in the South Caucasus on
Monday after a Turkish government
minister said that an extraterritorial cor-
ridor connecting Azerbaijan to its
Nakhichevan exclave and Turkey through
Armenia should be opened by 2029.

“We are making a lot of efforts to
establish peace, stability, and security
in the regional countries,” Nasser
Kanaani, the Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesman, was quoted by the official
IRNA news agency as saying. “We
emphasize that developing transit co-
operation cannot be a basis for geopo-
litical changes and violation of the
territorial integrity and national sover-
eignty of countries.”

Kanaani responded to weekend
comments by Turkey’s Transport and
Infrastructure Minister Abdulkadir
Uralogluabout the so-called “Zangezur
corridor.” Uraloglu said that Turkey
and Azerbaijan are now building their
respective sections of the highway and
railway that would pass through
Syunik, the sole Armenian province
bordering Iran.

“The whole process of creating
this corridor will take five years. So [
think that we will complete all work in
2028,” he added, according to Turkish
media.

Iran has repeatedly warned
against attempts to strip it of the com-
mon border and transport links with
Armenia. Iranian President Ebrahim
Raisi reportedly told a visiting
Azerbaijani official in October 2023
that the corridor sought by Baku is
“resolutely opposed by Iran.”

The Islamic Republic’s Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei like-
wise made this clear to Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan when they

met in Tehran in 2022. Erdogan com-
plained about Iran’s stance on the
issue after visiting Baku a year later.
He claimed thatunlike Tehran, Yerevan
does not object to the idea of the
“Zangezur corridor.” The Armenian
government has rejected the Azerbaijani
and Turkish demands on numerous
occasions.

A senior Aczerbaijani official,
Hikmet Hajiyev, said last October that
the corridor “has lost its attractiveness
for us” and that Baku is now planning
to “do this with Iran instead.” But he
appeared to backtrack on that state-
ment in a newspaper interview pub-
lished last week. Hajiyev said that the
planned construction of a new road
and railway connecting Azerbaijan to
Nakhichevan via Iran does not mean
that Azerbaijan has abandoned the idea
of “Zangezur corridor.”

Hajiyev confirmed that Baku
wants to make sure that people and
cargos travelling to and from
Nakhichevan are not checked by Ar-
menian border guards or customs of-
ficers. He claimed that this would not
violate Armenia’s territorial integrity.

Iran’s FM Dismisses Concerns on Radioactive
Contamination of Border River Araks

TEHRAN — Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Hossein Amirabdollahian refuted
reports that the Metsamor nuclear power
plant in neighboring Armenia may have
polluted the Araks border river with
radioactive materials, Tasnim news
agency reported.

The foreign minister attended a
meeting of the Iranian Parliament’s Na-
tional Security and Foreign Policy Com-
mission in Tehran on Sunday.

Asked by a lawmaker, who rep-
resents two border counties in the
northwestern province of Ardabil,
Amirabdollahian dismissed concerns
about the radioactive contamination of
the Araks River.

The foreign minister said a techni-
cal report and verification activities of
the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran
have dismissed any pollution of the Aras
River caused by the operation of the
Metsamor nuclear power plant in Arme-
nia.

In August2022, Azerbaijan’s Trend
news agency alleged that the Metsamor
nuclear power plant dumps 12,000-
16,000 cubic meters of radioactive waste
into the Aras River every day. Earlier,
Turkish Parliament asked the IAEA to

close the Armenian NPP.

The Armenian Nuclear Power
Plant, the only one in the South Caucasus
region, is located near the town of
Metsamor, about 30 kilometers west of
Yerevan. It was built in the 1970s, but
was closed following a devastating earth-
quake in 1988.

InMarch 2014, the Armenian gov-
ernment decided to extend the plant’s
service life up to 2026. The plan was
financed by $270 million Russian loan
and a $30 million grant.

January 13, 2024

Armenia’s Candidacy Was Successful in All
Elections of International Organizations in 2023

YEREVAN -- During 2023,
Armenia’s candidacy was successful
in all elections of international organi-
zations, Armenia's Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson Ani Badalyan said in a
post on X.

“Our thanks to countries who
supported Armenia’s candidacy!

Kudos to all colleagues who
worked on respective files,” wrote
Badalyan, presenting the attached list
ofthe international organizations where
Armenia's candidacy was confirmed
in the elections.

UN Commission on Crime Pre-
vention and Criminal Justice (CCPCJ)
for 2024-2026

UN Commission on Narcotic
Drugs (CND) for 2024-2027

Board of Governors of the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency(IAEA)
for 2023-2025

UN Committee for Program and
Coordination (CPC) for 2024-2026
UNESCO Committee for the
Protection of Cultural Property in the
Event of Armed Conflict for 2023-
2027

Armenia, UAE to Abolish Visa Regime
from February 1

YEREVAN -- The agreement on

mutual elimination of visarequirement
for the citizens of the Republic of
Armenia and the United Arab Emirates
will enter into force from February 1,
2024, Spokesperson for the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs Ani Badalyan in-
forms.

Therefore, starting from Febru-
ary 1, Armenian citizens can enter, exit
and transit through the UAE without an
entry visa or fee. The passport of an
Armenian national must be valid for at
least 6 months from the date of arrival

inthe UAE.

Armenian citizens will be allowed
to stay in the territory of the United
Arab Emirates for a maximum period
of 90 days in each 180-day period.

The validity of the passport re-
fers to the period of validity indicated
on the 2nd (Armenian) and 3rd (En-
glish) pages of the passport, not the
note on the validity in foreign countries
(round stamp) indicated on the 4th
page of the passport, which is no
longer applicable and is not mandatory
from January 1, 2024.

223 People Killed in Azerbaijan's September
Aggression Against Nagorno-Karabakh

YEREVAN -- Some 223 people
were killed during Azerbaijan's latest
aggression against Nagorno-Karabakh
on September 19-20, 2023, and an-
other 218 were killed in an explosion at
a fuel depot near Stepanakert on Sep-
tember 25, Head of Armenia's Investi-
gation Committee Argishti Karamyan
said in an interview with Armenia's
Public Television.

He specified that of the 223
peoplekilled by Azerbaijani soldiers on
September 19-20, 25 were civilians,
including five minors. Another 244

people were wounded, 76 of them
civilians, including 10 minors. Also,
20 people have been missing, including
five civilians.

He also said that about 20 cases
of desecration of bodies have been
recorded, confirmed by expert exami-
nations.

Over 70 others died en route
from NK to Armenia, as well as shortly
after arrival. “This is mostly due to the
severe psychological impact that our
compatriots went through,”
Kyaramyan said.

In November 2023 the govern-
ment of Armenia decided to allocate
about 20 billion drams (nearly $50 mil-

lion) in 2024 for the second extension of
the service life of the nuclear power
plant until 2036.
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Armenia’s Tax Revenues Exceed Over $5
Billion in 2023 with 15.4% Growth -SRC
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YEREVAN — Armenia’s State
Revenue Committee (SRC) collected
2.22 trillion drams ($5.4 Billion) of
revenue in 2023, exceeding the previ-
ousyear’s figure by 295.9 billion drams
or 15.4%.

The original amount projected by
the government in the beginning of
2023 was 2.20 trillion drams. This
amount was exceeded by 18.2 billion
drams.

About 362.9 billion drams were
refunded to taxpayers and individuals,
which is 100.1 billion drams or about
38.1% more than the previous year’s
figure.

According to the settlement docu-
ments (including cashier’s checks),

648.7 million transactions worth 12.2
trillion drams were carried out, ex-
ceeding the previous year’s figures by
45 million transactions and 2.1 trillion
drams.

Record growth in the number of
jobs and average wages was also re-
corded: the number of officially regis-
tered jobs in November stood at 738
thousand, up 5.2% year-on-year, and
the average wage amounted to 293
thousand drams, up 10.6%.

The past year was marked also
by efficient administration in the tax
sphere, simplification and digitaliza-
tion of procedures, consistent reforms
and legislative initiatives, the SRC said.
($1 — AMD 404.79)

US Puts Azerbaijan on Religious
Freedom Watchlist

WASHINGTON, DC -- The
United States on Thursday added
Azerbaijan to a watchlist on religious
freedom, following fears for Christian
heritage after the country seized con-
trol of Nagorno Karabakh.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said in a statement on January
4 that Azerbaijan joins the list along
with the Central African Republic,
Comoros, and Vietnam.

The designation comes after the
U.S. Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom (USCIRF) pointed to
concerns about the preservation of Chris-
tianreligious sites in Nagorno-Karabakh.
The takeover by Azerbaijan in Septem-
ber prompted virtually the entire popula-
tion of 100,000 Artsakh Armenians to
forcefully flee to Armenia.

The commission also voiced
alarm over regulations on religious
practice in the Muslim-majority coun-
try under President [lham Aliyev, in-
cluding arequirement that all religious
groups be registered and their litera-
ture approved by an official body.

Blinken said in addition to the
State Department's “special watch list,”
there are 12 “countries of particular
concern” -- Burma, China, Cuba,
Eritrea, Iran, Nicaragua, North Korea,
Pakistan, Russia, Saudi Arabia,
Tajikistan, and Turkmenistan. There
was no change in this list from the year
before.

Armenia Opens Honorary Consulate
in Costa Rica

By the decree of the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Armenia, Claudio Maloff has been
appointed Honorary Consul of the Re-
public of Armenia in the Republic of
Costa Rica, the Armenian Embassy in
Mexico said on social media.

“We are pleased to announce that
the Republic of Armenia is opening an
honorary consulate in the Republic of
Costa Rica in order to strengthen eco-
nomic, cultural, academic and tourism
ties between the two countries,” reads
the statement.
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U.S. Military Official Visits Armenia to Aid in
Crafting NCO Development Policy

AR 'R

YEREVAN— A senior U.S. mili-
tary official recently visited Armenia
to aid in crafting the Non-Commis-
sioned Officer (NCO) development
objectives and policy of the Armenian
military, the U.S. Embassy said in a
statement.

“USEUCOM’s [U.S. European

Command] CSM [Command Sergeant
Major] Robert Abernethy recently vis-
ited Armenia to aid in crafting, formal-
izing & pre-producing NCO develop-
ment objectives & policy for the En-
listed Forces of the Armenian mili-
tary,” the embassy said. “Strong part-
nerships for a stronger future!”

Record Number of Foreign Tourists
Visited Armenia in 2023

YEREVAN -- Sisian Poghosyan,
head of Armenia's Tourism Commit-
tee, which is part of the Ministry of
Economy, reported a significant in-
crease in the number of foreign tour-
ists who visited the country last year.

Speaking at a press conference
today, she said that 2.3 million tourists
visited Armenia last year, which is the
highest figure ever.

"About 20% more compared to
2019 and 32% more compared to
2022," she said.

The head of the committee also
noted that 50% of tourists were from
Russia, 11% from Georgia and 6%

from Iran. Also, China for the first
time entered the top 10 countries in
terms of the number of tourists visit-
ing Armenia.

At the same time, Poghosyan
clarified that tourists are those who
stay in Armenia for more than 24 hours
but less than one year.

She was asked whether a foreign
tourist spends on average $1,200 in
Armenia, as claimed by Economy Min-
ister Vahan Kerobyan.

Poghosyan replied that the min-
ister had announced the data for the
first half of the year, while data for the
whole year will be available soon.

55 Armenians Still Held Captive but
Azerbaijan Acknowledges Only 23

YEREVAN -- 55 Armenians are
currently held captive in Azerbaijan
but Baku has so far acknowledged
only 23 of them, a senior law enforce-
ment official has said.

Argishti Kyaramyan, the Head
of the Investigative Committee of Ar-
menia, told First Channel News that
Azerbaijan has confirmed holding 23
Armenians captive but they have evi-
dence on the forced disappearance of
another 32 persons after the 2020
war.

“At this moment 23 compatriots

confirmed by Azerbaijan are being held
there, 17 of whom are persons cap-
tured as a result of the 2023 aggres-
sion. We have evidence regarding the
forced disappearance of 32 persons
after the 44-day war, which we have
presented to supranational organiza-
tions,” Kyaramyan said.

Furthermore, even the European
Court of Human Rights indicated in-
terim measures regarding 22 of the
prisoners, however Azerbaijan denies
the fact that these persons have been
taken captive.
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NAASR Announces Winners of 2023 Dr. Sona
Aronian Armenian Studies Book Prizes

THE RISE OF THE WESTERN
ARMENIAN DIASPORA IN

Ancient Greek Myths
in Medieval Armenian

Literature

THE EARLY MODERN
OTTOMAN EMPIRE

FROM RIFUGCTE CAISIS TO RENAISSANCE

HENRY R. SHAPIRO

BELMONT, MA — The Na-
tional Association for Armenian
Studies and Research (NAASR) has
announced the 2023 Dr. Sona
Aronian Book Prizes for Excellence
in Armenian Studies, jointly awarded
to Dr. Vartan Matiossian for The
Politics of Naming the Armenian
Genocide: Language, History and
‘Medz Yeghern’ (I. B. Tauris, 2022)
and Dr. Henry Shapiro for The Rise
of the Western Armenian Diaspora
in the Early Modern Ottoman Empire
(Edinburgh University Press, 2022);
and to Dr. Gohar Muradyan for the
English-language translation Ancient
Greek Myths in Medieval Armenian
Literature (Brill, 2022). The 2023
awards are for books with a 2022
publication date.

NAASR’s Aronian Book Prizes
were established in 2014 by the late
Dr. Aronian and Dr. Geoffrey Gibbs,
to be awarded annually to outstand-
ing scholarly works in the English
language in the field of Armenian
Studies and translations from Arme-
nian into English.

“In a year with numerous
ground-breaking scholarly works, it
is a pleasure to recognize these three
that cover such a wide range of
topics with admirable scholarly
rigor,” commented NAASR’s Direc-
tor of Academic Affairs Marc
Mamigonian.

Vartan Matiossian’s The Poli-
tics of Naming the Armenian Geno-
cide explores the genealogy of the
concept of ‘Medz Yeghern’ (‘Great
Crime’), an Armenian term for the
Armenian Genocide of 1915-1923.
The work draws upon extensive re-
search based on Armenian sources,
neglected in much of the current
historiography, as well as other Eu-
ropean languages in order to trace
the development of the concepts
pertaining to mass killing and geno-
cide of Armenians from the ancient
to the modern periods. In so doing,
it makes important original contri-
butions to our knowledge of the
language used to refer to the Arme-
nian Genocide—and the uses and
abuses of language.

Dr. Matiossian, a scholar of
Armenian history, literature, and lan-
guage, is the Executive Director of
the Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church and book review
editor for Armenian Review.

Matiossian commented that “I
am deeply grateful to NAASR for
bestowing this truly humbling honor
upon a book that was not born from
my main lines of research, but from

an intrinsic wish to show how
knowledge of the Armenian language
and Armenian sources truly matters
when it comes to the Medz Yeghern,
the Great Crime of genocide against
the Armenians, and the everlasting
attempts at its denial. [ hope that my
incursion into genocide scholarship
and the adjacent territories of lan-
guage, history, and politics may serve
as a corrective and a reminder in
these sad times when words are
being twisted and perverted to the
point of being unrecognizable.”

Dr. Henry Shapiro is an Otto-
man historian at the Ibn Haldun Uni-
versity in Istanbul, Turkey. The
Rise of the Western Armenian
Diaspora in the Early Modern Otto-
man Empire, based on his 2018
Princeton doctoral thesis, traces how
Armenian migrants changed the de-
mographic and cultural landscape of
Istanbul and Western Anatolia in the
course of the 17th century and adds
a great deal to our knowledge of a
hitherto understudied but crucial
chapter in Armenian (and not only in
Armenian) history.

Reached by email, Shapiro re-
marked, “I am truly honored to have
won the Dr. Sona Aronian Book
Prize for Excellence in Armenian
Studies. It takes many years to
write a book, and appreciation of
this kind is very valuable and moti-
vating. Moreover, I am grateful to
NAASR for having supported re-
search for my monograph. Now I
feel all the more motivated to work
on the next one!”

Dr. Gohar Muradyan is a phi-
lologist and translator. She is a
senior researcher and head of the
Department for the Study of
Translated Literature at the Insti-
tute of Ancient Manuscripts /
Matenadaran in Yerevan. Ancient
Greek Myths in Medieval Arme-
nian Literature brings together all
the known references to ancient
Greek myths in medieval Arme-
nian literature. Alongside the
original Armenian passages and,
when extant, their Greek origi-
nals, Muradyan provides annotated
English translations.

When informed of the prize,
Dr. Muradyan replied that “I am
delighted to be awarded this prize
and I thank you heartily.”

Authors or publishers wishing
to submit books for consideration
for future Aronian Prizes may con-
tact NAASR Director of Academic
Affairs Marc A. Mamigonian at
marc@naasr.org.

January 13, 2024

Sergey Parajanov Statue Unveiled in Yerevan

S A

YEREVAN — Artists and govern-
ment officials attended the ceremonial
inauguration of Sergey Parajanov's
statue in Yerevan as part of a series of
celebrations marking the 100th anni-
versary of the birth of the late re-
nowned filmmaker.

The statue was unveiled on Janu-
ary 9 and will soon be installed at the
square adjacent to the Cinema House.
The square itself will be named "Colour
of Pomegranates," a reference to
Parajanov’s iconic eponymous 1969
art film. The statue was sculpted by
Ara Alekyan.

Arayik Harutyunyan, the Chiefof
Staff of the Prime Minister’s Office
and Head of the Organizational Com-
mission of the 100th Anniversary Cel-
ebrations of Sergey Parajanov, told
reporters at the inauguration in Cin-
ema House that 2023 and 2024 will
mark the anniversaries of renowned
artists such as Aram Khachaturyan,
Sergey Parajanov, Charles Aznavour,
and others. “These are people who
represent the Armenian nation around
the world. The celebrations, confirmed
by the government commission, will
be organized throughout the whole
year. We’ve approved over thirty pro-
grams, and we will celebrate the anni-
versary of birth not only in Yerevan
but also in other cities, as well as
abroad, in Georgia and France,”
Harutyunyan said.

Minister of Education, Science,
Culture, and Sport Zhanna Andreasyan
lauded the statue and said that it is a
fine embodiment of the late artist.

Andreasyan said she hopes that a Walk
of Fame will be opened outside the
Cinema House in Yerevan, and the
statue will be moved there.

The ARARAT Museum of
Yerevan Brandy Company is opening a
temporary exhibition dedicated to the
100th anniversary of Sergei Parajanov.
The exhibition, titled “Sergei Parajanov:
Uninterrupted Flight,” will showcase
photographs taken by Parajanov's
friend and student, photographer Yuri
Mechitov, including the famous
“Flight” photo.

The “Flight” photo is considered
one of the most iconic images of
Parajanov and is notable for its unique
composition and symbolism. The photo
was taken on May 15, 1981, and cap-
tures Parajanov's persona as well as
his creative genius, as the author of the
photo’s composition was Parajanov
himself.

“It is rather challenging, almost
impossible, to have a comprehensive
analysis of Parajanov’s extraordinary
heritage. His works alter our views on
visual perception and turn it into a
thrilling mystery. Parajanov's whole
life was a sincere search for the beau-
tiful and harmonious, and this exhibi-
tion offers a glimpse into his world.
We are delighted that visitors from
Armenia and around the world will
have the opportunity to discover the
new facets of Mastery, Generosity,
Creativity, and Devotion,” noted
Zaruhi Saribekyan, Communications
Manager of Yerevan Brandy Com-

pany.

“Armenian Melodies” Float Wins

Continued frompage 1

In its sixth year of participation
inthe Tournament of Roses, AARFA’s
“Armenian Melodies” captures the
heroism of Armenian mothers, exem-
plifying determination, resilience, and
fortitude in the face of centuries of
upheaval. Through their steadfast sup-
port, Armenian mothers inspire their
families and communities to perse-
vere, even in turbulent times.

Armenian birds play a significant
role on the float, with the crane, chukar,
and little ringed plover, which are in-
digenous to the Armenian Highlands,
nestled around the mother and daugh-
ter, adding depth and character to the
rich tableau. Armenian instruments also
feature prominently in “Armenian
Melodies,” as the name suggests. Tra-
ditional wind instruments native to Ar-

menia, including the duduk, shvi, blul,
and parkapzuk, adorn the float, while
percussion instruments such as the dhol
and nagara round out the floral orches-
tra, adding to the spirited tapestry.

Enhancing the float’s colorful
and meaningful scene, symbolic ob-
jects are scattered throughout. In ad-
dition to AARFA’s tricolor Armenian
logo, a bushel of pomegranates, repre-
senting good fortune and abundance,
perches alongside the mother and
daughter. Apricots, deeply rooted in
Armenian music and culture, can be
found at the front of the float, along
with the aforementioned duduk, which
is crafted from apricot wood. Intricate
and historic Armenian patterns are high-
lighted on the mother’s dress, while
the “arevakhatch” or sun cross, sym-
bolizing eternal life, completes the de-
sign of “Armenian Melodies.”
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1060 ALLEN AVENUE PASADENA, CA 91104
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Teacher Rita Shahinian
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By Calling to
+1(626) 681-9455
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MEMORIALSERVICE

ARA ARTIN KOPOOSHIAN
A memorial service will be held following church service to mark the
40th day of ARA ARTIN KOPOOSHIAN's passing on Sunday, January 14,
2024, at St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church, located at 2215 East

Mr. and Mrs. Krikor and Madlen Satamian
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