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Having a Strong and Combat-Ready Army is the
Sovereign Right of Armenia: PM Pashinyan

YEREVAN -- Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan said that " Ar-
menia has offered demilitarization to
Azerbaijan.”

“We have also offered a mutual
arms control mechanism, also the sign-
ing of a non-aggression pact if it turns
out that signing a peace treaty will take
longer than expected,” Nikol Pashinyan
said at the festive event dedicated to
the 32nd anniversary of the formation
of the Armenian Army.

He noted that “the ideas rooted in

us about safety and security systems
and their operational formulas turned
to be disastrous for us.”

“There is no other option for the
Republic of Armenia than the diversi-
fication of security relations. And we’re
going that way. We are on the path of
acquiring new and modern weapons
and equipment, and in recent years the
Government has signed contracts for
the purchase of several billion USD

Continued onpage3

Armenia and Georgia Sign Declaration
Establishing Strategic Partnership

TBILISI— Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan and his Georgian counter-
part Irakli Gharibashvili signed a joint
declaration calling for “strategic part-
nership” between their countries as
they held talks in Tbilisi on Friday.

The declaration was signed dur-
ing Pashinyan’s working visit to Geor-
gia.

“Today’s achievement is the out-
come of our joint efforts and work
over the past several years reflecting
our commonality and our goals. This
achievement once again emphasizes
the need to multiply our efforts and not
to limit ourselves to what we have
achieved,” Pashinyan said following
the meeting of the Armenian-Georgian
commission on economic cooperation

in Georgian capital Tbilisi.

“De facto, we were already
strategic partners and friends,”
Gharibashvili told at the joint news
briefing. “It can be said that this
reality was formalized today.”

“This achievement is the result
of several years of joint work and
reflects our commonalities and inten-
tions,” Pashinyan said for his part.

The Armenian premier listed more
than a dozen areas where Armenia and
Georgia will strive for closer ties. De-
fense and security was not among
them.

The declaration was signed at the
end of a session of a Georgian-Arme-

Continued on page4

Saturday, February 3, 2024

Announcement
by Three National Political Parties

The Western U.S. leadership of the Social Democratic Hunchakian
Party, the Armenian Revolutionary Federation and the Armenian Democratic
League (Ramgavar Party) met on Monday, January 22, 2024 at the latter’s
offices. During the two-hour meeting, the parties discussed the situation
related to Artsakh Armenians and issues related to our local community. Each
party delegation was headed by its chairperson: Vazken Khodanian from the
Hunchakian party; Avo Kechichian from the ARF; and Tamar Poladian-
Perron from the Ramgavar party.

The situation facing Artsakh following the 44-Day War and its subse-
quent depopulation in September, 2023 and the imperative for political, social
and humanitarian efforts to deal with them, once again, was emphasized. To
this end the need for collective efforts toward regaining the national rights of
the Artsakh Armenians was also stressed.

Emphasis was also placed on the imperative to pursue our national
Armenian Cause without wavering, as well as expending maximum resources
and targeted efforts toward strengthening our statehood and independence.

The policy to exterminate Armenians by genocidal Turkey and its ally,
Azerbaijan, continue to be advanced today. We have a duty to express our
solidarity to the people of Artsakh, by addressing the current crisis in local,
state and federation levels. It was decided during the meeting that collectively
advance the community structures (AGC, UACLA) to organize the April 24
commemorations, as has become a tradition throughout the years. It is also
anticipated that through the efforts of the three national political parties other
issues of national interest will be advanced.

The Armenian Nation and the Homeland is in an existential struggle. It
is our duty to serve the homeland and the nation collectively and united. We
appeal to you to unite around our national and organizational institutions and
prioritize our aspirations and rights and take part in the advancement of our
nation’s security and perseverance.

SDHP Western U.S. Executive Body
ARF Western U.S. Central Committee
ADL Western U.S. Regional Executive

Senators Cardin and Warren to Defense
Department: Stop Providing U.S. Military
Assistance to Azerbaijan

WASHINGTON - This week,
U.S. Senator Ben Cardin (D-Md.),
Chair of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, and Senator Elizabeth
Warren (D-Mass.) sent a letter to Sec-
retary of Defense Lloyd Austin ex-
pressing their concern that the Depart-
ment of Defense (DoD) is providing

assistance for human rights abusers
and coup governments to participate in
U.S. military exercises, while ignoring
the requirements of U.S. statute — the
“Leahy Law” —to ensure military forces
receiving such assistance are not them-

Continued on page4
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PM Pashinyan and Senior Adviser to Iranian
Supreme Leader Discuss Bilateral
Cooperation, Regional Developments

YEREVAN — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan praised Iran for sup-
porting Armenia’s position on trans-
port links with Azerbaijan when he met
with a senior adviser to Iranian Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
in Yerevan on Monday.

The official, Kamal Kharrazi, also
heads Iran’s Strategic Council for
Foreign Relations reportedly linked to
Khamenei’s office. He had served as
Iranian foreign minister from 1997-
2005.

The Armenian-Azerbaijani con-
flict was high on the agenda of
Kharrazi’s separate talks with
Pashinyan and Foreign Minister Ararat
Mirzoyan.

“Minister Mirzoyan presented
Armenia’s approaches in detail, em-
phasizing the imperative of uncondi-
tional respect for Armenia’s territo-
rial integrity, inviolability of borders
and sovereignty,” said the Armenian
Foreign Ministry.

Both Pashinyan and Mirzoyan
were reported to stress the importance
of Tehran’s “positive” reaction to
Yerevan’s “Crossroads of Peace”
project which they view as a blueprint
for opening the Armenian-Azerbaijani
border to travel and commerce.

The project says that Armenia
and Azerbaijan should have full con-
trol of transport infrastructure in-
side each other’s territory. Iran’s
Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian praised it during a De-
cember visit to Yerevan.

Iran has repeatedly warned
against attempts to strip it of the com-
mon border and transport links with
Armenia. Iranian President Ebrahim
Raisi reportedly told a visiting
Azerbaijani official in October 2023
that the corridor sought by Baku is
“resolutely opposed by Iran.” Khamenei
likewise made this clear to Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan when
they met in Tehran in 2022.

Transparency International Upgraded Armenia’s
Position in Its Annual Corruption Report

° 2 TRANSPARENCY
INTERNATIONAL

CORRUPTION
PERCEPTIONS
INDEX 2023

SCORE

BERLIN -- Armenia has improved
its position in the Public Sector Corrup-
tion Perceptions Index (CPI)in 2023,
scoring 47 points out of 100 compared
to 46 in 2022, Varuzhan Hoktanyan,
program manager at Transparency
International's Anti-Corruption Center
in Armenia , said on Tuesday.

According to Hoktanyan, the CPI
ranked Armenia 62nd among 180 coun-
tries surveyed. He explained that the
countries that scored less than 50 points
are in the corruption risk zone.

"In the two years following the
2018 Velvet Revolution, Armenia ex-
perienced significant democratic and
anti-corruption reforms. However,

progress in the fight against corrup-
tion has stalled, primarily due to the
limited application of new anti-corrup-
tion measures," Hoktanyan noted at
the press conference.

The CPI report notes that serious
corruption-related problems persist in
Azerbaijan (23 points), Tajikistan (20
points) and Turkmenistan (18 points).
In these countries, authoritarian control
of state institutions by ruling elites is
widespread, and corruption serves the
purpose of retaining power and evading
accountability. Russia scored 26 points.

In Georgia (53 points), corrup-
tion points to a deeper systemic prob-
lem - concentration of power, perva-
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Azerbaijani Delegation Suspended
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STRASBOURG — The Parlia-
mentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe voted 76 to 10 with 4 absten-
tions to reject the ratifications of the
credentials of the Azerbaijani delega-
tion, citing a failure to fulfil “major
commitments” after 20 years in the
Council of Europe, and a lack of co-
operation.

In a report presented by Mogens
Jensen (Denmark), the Monitoring
Committee deplores that more than 20
years after joining the Council of Eu-
rope, Azerbaijan has not fulfilled major
commitments stemming from its mem-
bership in the Organization. Very seri-
ous concerns remain as to its ability to
conduct free and fair elections, the
separation of powers, the weakness of
its legislature vis-a-vis the executive,
the independence of the judiciary and
respect for human rights, as illustrated
by numerous judgments of the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights and opin-
ions of the Venice Commission. It is

-

also concerned about the reported cases
of “political prisoners” and the in-
creased number of violations of free-
dom of expression, illustrated namely
by recent arrests of independent jour-
nalists from Abzas media outlet.

As regards the situation in
Nagorno-Karabakh, the committee re-
calls Resolution 2508 (2023) condemn-
ing the blockade of the Lachin corridor
and Resolution 2517 (2023) condemn-
ing the Azerbaijani army’s military
operation of September 2023, which
led to the flight of the entire Armenian
population of Nagorno-Karabakh to
Armenia.

The committee also deplores cases
of “lack of co-operation in the
Assembly’s monitoring procedure” in
the meaning of Rule 8.2.b of the Rules
of the Assembly, in particular lack of
invitation to observe the forthcoming
presidential election, and cases of lack
of co-operation with Assembly’s
rapporteurs.

Armenian Government Gets Minority Stake
in Viva-MTS Mobile Network

YEREVAN — A Cyprus-regis-
tered company has pledged to donate a
20 percent stake in one of Armenia’s
three mobile phone operators to the
Armenian government after being al-
lowed to buy it from Russia’s MTS
telecom giant.

The sale came just over a week
after Armenia’s regulatory agency
blocked MTS from dissolving an inter-
mediate entity, which would have left
the company as Viva-MTS’s direct
shareholder. The Public Services Regu-
latory Commission cited opposition to
the restructuring in Armenia’s High-
Tech Industry Ministry over “national
security” concerns.

It marks the end to a lengthy
back-and-forth between MTS and the
PSRC, which stopped the telecoms
provider from selling off its Armenian
subsidiary last year before backtrack-
ing months later and allowing the sale
to proceed.

In its initial decision last April,
the PSRC said Armenia’s intelligence
service had determined that selling off
Viva-MTS could “threaten Armenia’s
national security or state interests.”
The regulatory agency gave no indica-
tion as to what had changed when it

then greenlit the sale last November.

Viva-MTS made just over $9
million in net profit in 2022, accord-
ing to figures reviewed last year by
the Russian business newspaper
Vedomosti. It is by far the largest of
Armenia’s three mobile network op-
erators.

A separate statement released by
Viva-MTS said that its new parent
company, which was reportedly reg-
istered in Cyprus in 2022, is controlled
by “professional investors” Zhe Zhang
and Konstantin Sokolov. It said they
intend to cede 20 percent of shares in
Viva-MTS to the Armenian govern-
ment in view of the cellphone
operator’s “strategic importance” to
the country.

sive influence of elites on state institu-
tions, and decision-making processes.

The organization measures the
perception of public sector corruption
according to 13 data sources including

the World Bank, the World Economic
Forum and private risk and consulting
companies. It ranks 180 countries and
territories on a scale from a “highly
corrupt” 0 to a “very clean” 100.
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European Parliament Hosts Conference on
“Protecting Armenian Cultural and Religious

The conference on “Protecting
Armenian Cultural and Religious Heri-
tage of Nagorno-Karabakh” was held
on January 24 at the initiative of MEP
Miriam Lexmann and the EPP Group.

Professor of international law
Pierre D’ Argent, Very Rev. Fr. Garegin
Hambardzumyan, author of the book
“The Armenian Cultural Heritage of
Artsakh: Mechanisms for Protection
in the International System for Preser-
vation of Heritage” Armine Tigranyan,
Ambassador of Armenia to Belgium/
Head of Mission to the EU Tigran
Balayan, Secretary General of Europa
Nostra Sneska Quaedvlieg-Mihailovic
were among the speakers.

Members of the European Parlia-
ment, members of the Europa Nostra
organization, spiritual leaders, journalists
and representatives of non-governmental
organizations attended the conference.

In his speech, Ambassador
Balayan spoke in detail about the ethnic
cleansing carried out by Azerbaijan,
the current situation of the forcibly
displaced Armenians from Nagorno-
Karabakh, as well as the vital impor-
tance of preserving religious and cul-
tural heritage.

He underlined that as long as
Azerbaijan does not bear severe con-
sequences for its destructive and cata-
strophic actions, the Aliyev regime
will continue to violate the interna-
tional law, international legal order and
binding rulings of the International
Court of Justice.

Ambassador Balayan presented
the pictures of the church in his native
village, which, according to satellite
images, had been destroyed by the
Azerbaijani armed forces. He added
that they would continue this policy of
deliberate destruction, since they were
never held accountable.

Ambassador Balayan also drew
the attention of the participants to the
resolution “On the destruction of the
cultural heritage of Nagorno-Karabakh”
adopted by the European Parliament,

Heritage in Nagorno-Karabakh”

stressing the need to create mecha-
nisms for its implementation.

Miriam Lexmann also stressed
the disastrous consequences of impu-
nity. She underlined that the double
standards and the policy of sacrificing
European values for political expedi-
ence are unacceptable.

Pierre D’Argent presented the
legal aspects of the issue and unveiled
the details of the discussions in the
International Court of Justice and the
counterclaims by the Azerbaijani side.
He mentioned that Azerbaijani policy is
one of mirroring the claims of Armenia
thus trying to divert the attention of the
international community.

Fr. Garegin Hambardzumyan
highlighted the importance of preser-
vation of the religious heritage and
displayed a number of cultural monu-
ments that have either been destroyed,
alienated, or are on the verge of de-
struction.

Armine Tigranyan gave a detailed
presentation on endangered monuments
and underlined the importance of pre-
serving the intangible heritage of the
Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh, in-
cluding traditions and community life.

The author’s books were distrib-
uted among the participants of the
conference.

The Secretary General of Europa
Nostra firmly condemned the ethnic
cleansing committed by Azerbaijan
against the Armenians of Nagorno-
Karabakh and underlined that the orga-
nization she leads has repeatedly raised
alarms about the ongoing violations,
thus stressing the importance of the
cultural heritage of Nagorno-Karabakh
for the European civilization. She also
emphasized that “Armenian heritage is
the European heritage”.

In his closing remarks the Mem-
ber of the European Parliament
Frangois-Xavier Bellamy underscored
the need to protect the right of return
of Nagorno-Karabakh Armenians to
their ancestral homeland.

Having a Strong and Combat-Ready Army

Continued from page 1

weapons and ammunition.

Reforming the army, having a
strong and combat-ready army is the
sovereign right of every country and
we will continue to follow this path. A
strong and capable army is one of the

most important factors ensuring the
sovereignty, territorial integrity and
independence of the Republic of Ar-
menia, but it is not the only factor,”
Pashinyan noted.

He stressed that from the point of
view of ensuring security, foreign re-
lations and the legitimacy of the con-
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All Armenian Fund’s Support to the Forcibly
Displaced Artsakh People

YEREVAN — Since the onset of
the Azerbaijani aggression against
Artsakh in September 2023, the
Hayastan All Armenian Fund, with the
support of its worldwide network, has
been actively engaged in addressing
the immediate needs of our compatri-
ots forcibly displaced from Nagorno-
Karabakh.

Considering the resettlement of
forcibly displaced people across the
regions of the Republic of Armenia,
the Fund has focused on the most
densely populated regions such as
Syunik, Vayots Dzor, Ararat, Armavir,
Aragatsotn, Kotayk, and Gegharkunik.
In the selection of the geography of
humanitarian assistance projects, it was
also taken into account that a number
of other humanitarian and non-gov-
ernmental organizations, as well as the
RA government, regional governments,
and local self-government bodies, had
started implementation of various sup-
port programs in the regions of the
Republic.

Given the enormous scale of the
humanitarian crisis and the geography
of the forcibly displaced people, the
Fund has chosen to coordinate and
implement the support distribution of
goods through regional partner non-
governmental organizations. These
organizations had previously collabo-
rated closely with the Fund and RA
state and local self-government bodies
back in the 2020 war and postwar
period when over 90,000 people were
temporarily displaced to Armenia.

After mapping the NGOs with a
proven track record of effective col-
laboration with the Fund, the follow-
ing organizations were designated by
the regions:

“WINNET Goris” Development
Fund — Syunik

“You are not alone” Women’s
Support NGO — Vayots Dzor

“Armavir Development Center”
NGO — Armavir, Ararat, Aragatsotn

“Martuni Women’s Community
Council” NGO — Gegharkunik

“Resource Center for Women
Empowerment” NGO — Kotayk

“Armenian Red Cross Society”
NGO - Ararat, Kotayk, Shirak, Lori,
Tavush, Vayots Dzor, Syunik,

Gegharkunik

“Himnatavush Development Fund”
— Kornidzor, Syunik, and Tavush

“Women’s Resource Center” NGO
— Yerevan (women-headed families)

Through effective cooperation,
approximately 200 tons of humanitarian
aid have been distributed to needy fami-
lies in the mentioned regions from Sep-
tember 21, 2023, to present. This assis-
tance included food and hygiene kits,
warm clothes, beds, beddings, blankets,
heaters, etc.

In total, 62,000 beneficiaries re-
ceived humanitarian assistance, includ-
ing around 20,000 people benefiting at
the support centers established in
Kornidzor during the deportation days.
Partner organizations have submitted
detailed disbursement reports for each
round of assistance provided, including
statistical and narrative descriptions,
beneficiary registration sheets signed by
the beneficiaries. The Fund has con-
ducted distribution monitoring on-site,
filming, and producing videos for social
media posts.

The humanitarian aid was gener-
ously financed by the Fund’s worldwide
partners Armenia Fund USA, Fonds
Arménien de France, Hayastan Founda-
tion Toronto Inc., Hayastan All Arme-
nian Charitable Trust GB, Comite
Brasileiro para a Reconstrucdo da
Arménia, as well as the funds collected by
the Hayastan All Armenian Fund. The
Fund expresses gratitude to its partners
worldwide for financing rapid humanitar-
ian response projects and the regional
partner NGOs for their timely and tar-
geted distribution of support.

At this stage, the Hayastan All
Armenian Fund concludes its emergency
response support projects, transitioning
to the development and implementation
of mid-term projects to support our
forcibly displaced compatriots.

Throughout its 32 years of opera-
tion, the Hayastan All Armenian Fund
has implemented thousands of humani-
tarian and development projects for
Nagorno-Karabakh and Artsakh people.
Now, as our compatriots were forced to
leave their homeland and settle in the
Republic of Armenia, the Fund will re-
main committed to supporting them
through various projects.

ducted policies from the point of view
of'international law are the key factors:

“Hence, legitimacy should be
the most important factor ensuring
Armenia’s external security. I mean
that the Republic of Armenia should
identify itself within the territory on
which it was recognized by the in-
ternational community. It is the ter-

ritory of the Armenian SSR, which
is identical to the sovereign territory
ofthe Republic of Armenia. We must
state clearly and unequivocally that
we do not and will not have any
ambitions for any other territory,
and this should become the strategic
basis for ensuring Armenia’s exter-
nal security.”
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Six Short Films by Armenian Filmmakers
to Screen at Fresno State

FRESNO — The Armenian
Studies Program, the AGBU Greater
Fresno Chapter, AGBU Arts, and
CineCulture present “Armenians in
Film: Six Short Films by Armenian
Filmmakers” at 5:30PM on Friday,
February 16, 2024, in the Leon S.
and Pete Peters Educational Center
Auditorium )west end of the
SaveMart Center), 5010 N.
Woodrow Ave., on the Fresno State
campus. Following the screening,
which is part of the Armenian Stud-
ies Program Spring 2024 Lecture
Series, the audience will have the
opportunity to virtually discuss the
films with the directors.

Established in 2015, AGBU
Arts’ “Armenians in Film” Film Se-
ries is an annual, international event
that unites talented Armenian film-
makers from all over the globe. In
the past nine years, over fifty short
films have been screened by film-
makers from the United States,
Canada, France, Brazil, the United
Kingdom, China, Bulgaria, Armenia,
and more.

These talented artists featured
are graduates of prestigious film
schools, such as NYU Tisch School
of the Arts, Columbia University and
UCLA, and have screened their films
at legendary festivals such as the
Cannes Film Festival, Toronto In-
ternational Film Festival, Sundance
Film Festival, Sunset Film Festival,
and more.

Film lineup:

Dehatsi — I was Another Place

Anush is a young Armenian
woman who travels to Brazil without
a return ticket. Once she is wel-
comed and inserted into the Arme-
nian community in Sdo Paulo, her
biggest challenge is to adapt to the
large and cosmopolitan city, so far
from her roots. Directed by Tatiana
Boudakian, 20 minutes.

Crossing the Blue: (Armenia)

Anoush, an emigrant, who fled
from her abusive husband in post-
Soviet Armenia, is facing eventual
deportation years later... Directed
by Victoria Aleksanyan, 12 minutes.

Sunset

With sunlight quickly fading
on the horizon, a student goes on
a fantastic journey contemplating
the importance of happiness and
budding friendships versus their
studies. Directed by Kristine
Khanamiryan, 4 minutes.

Stones

The brutal Nagorno-Karabakh
War of 2020 ended in a Russian-
mediated ceasefire forcing Armenia
to cede territory it had controlled to
Azerbaijan. As aresult, thousands of
Armenians living in these regions
were forced to leave their homes.
Days before the handover deadline,
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Friday, February 16, 2024
5:30PM- Screening of Films
6:45PM-Virtual discussion with Directors
Leon S. and Pete P. Peters Educational Center
5010 N. Woodrow Ave. * Fresno State
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Free admission and free parking

a group of volunteers risk their lives
to enter the Lachin region to search
for and save beautiful sacred ancient
Armenian stone inscriptions known
as “khachkars,” from destruction.
Directed by Arman Ayvazyan, 17
minutes.

The Road

The poetic vision of director
Charlotte Mungomery converges
with the spellbinding score of Arme-
nian-Australian jazz band, Zela
Margossian Quintet in “The Road.”
This international art-film collabora-
tion catches you from its opening,
luring you into a liminal desert space,
blurring the bounds between diorama
and reality. Circumnavigate these
stories of isolation and connection
through the opulent and atmospheric
eye of a filmmaking collective poised
from their recent experimental opera
film, ‘A Delicate Fire.” Directed by
Charlotte Mungomery, 8 minutes.

The Mud

Rafael is approaching his home.
At the entrance he notices a lone
goose. No one in the village keeps
geese. When he opens the door the
goose sneaks inside. Without re-
moving his dirty shoes, Rafael
rushes after the goose and catches
it. When in the middle of the room
he notices that he hadn’t removed
shoes and that the room is now
dirty. He takes off the shoes and
without cleaning the dirt marks on
the floor leaves the house to climb
the mountain. Shortly afterward
Ashkhen, Rafael’s wife, returns
home and sees the disappearing foot-
prints and the feathers on the floor
and the mystery unfolds...Directed
by Vahan Grigoryan, 11 minutes.

Admission for the film screening
and discussion is free and free parking
is available near the west entrance of
the SaveMart Center. A parking pass
is not required after 4PM for the Fri-
day evening screening.

For information about upcom-
ing Armenian Studies Program pre-
sentations, follow on Facebook page,
@ArmenianStudiesFresnoState or at
the Program website, https://
fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies.
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Senators Cardin and Warren

Continued from page 1

selves human rights abusers.

Every year, DoD conducts joint
military training exercises with foreign
government military forces, and fre-
quently provides funding support to
those countries to defray the expenses
of attending these military exercises.
Many of these countries are subject to
coup-related assistance restrictions or
are gross human rights violators, such
as Myanmar, Azerbaijan, and Sudan.
DoD does not consider such training
exercises, or support to defray ex-
penses of attendance, to be “assis-
tance” under the Leahy Law, when
both clearly are U.S. assistance.

In response to Chair Cardin and
Senator Warren’s inquires and engage-
ment, DoD has suspended training
exercises with a group of select coun-
tries flagged by the Senators, but con-
cerns remain regarding the use of tax-
payer funds on other countries sanc-
tioned for coups and human rights
violations. Accordingly, Chair Cardin
and Senator Warren are calling on
DoD to subject statutory Leahy vetting
to foreign security force units receiv-
ing assistance pursuant to Section 321.

“The Leahy Law is clear: if the
United States provides assistance to
foreign countries, recipient military
units must be scrutinized for human
rights abuses before receiving such

assistance,” said Chair Cardin. “I am
concerned that not only has the De-
partment of Defense invited countries
sanctioned for coups against their
elected governments and nations with
abysmal human rights records, but has
also provided U.S. taxpayer dollars
and support for them to attend — all
without Leahy vetting. The Leahy
Laws exist for a reason; to ensure that
U.S. military assistance does not en-
able or reward human rights abusers.
DoD cannot disregard or dismiss this
responsibility.”

“Training operations shouldn’t
be used as a backdoor to prop up
militaries who wouldn’t pass our hu-
man rights vetting,” said Senator War-
ren. “It violates the law and our values
to fund and support countries with
egregious human rights records.”

As reported exclusively by
Abigail Hauslohner of the Washington
Post, a Pentagon spokesperson shared
that “joint exercises whose ‘primary
purpose’ is to enhance U.S. forces’
capability ‘are not considered assis-
tance’ and do not require Leahy
vetting. Cardin and Warren state in
their letter to Austin that such a view
‘ignores’ the fact federal funds are
underwriting the participation of prob-
lematic units in joint exercises, ‘as
well as the obvious benefits to such
foreign forces.” Leahy vetting should
apply, they contend.”

Armenia and Georgia Sign Declaration

Continued frompage 1

nian intergovernmental commission on
economic cooperation. Both Pashinyan
and Gharibashvili spoke of growing
commercial ties between the two neigh-
boring states, saying their bilateral trade
surpassed $1 billion last year.
Pashinyan said he also briefed

3

Gharibashvili on Armenia’s peace talks
with Azerbaijan. He said he hopes that
the peace process will resume “on a
full scale” after next month’s
Azerbaijani presidential election.

“I want to express our hope that
Armenia and Azerbaijan will sign a
peace treaty soon,” Gharibashvili said
in this regard.
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AN A CAPPELLA TRIO TRANSFORMING VILLAGE FOLK MELODIES

THE UCI CENTER FOR ARMENIAN STUDIES PRESENTS ZULAL
FEATURING TENI APELIAN, ANAIS ALEXANDRA TEKERIAN, & YERAZ MARKARIAN

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY
16, 2024 8:00PM

Zulal, which means “clear water,” is an a cappella trio that
transforms Armenia’s village folk melodies into arrangements
that pay tribute to the music’s ancient roots while allowing it

new possibilities. Zulal celebrates the trials and joys of old

WINIFRED SMITH HALL
UC IRVINE

Armenian life, from the echoes of loss to the enduring
vibrations of dance and celebration. The trio has performed

in such esteemed venues as the Getty Museum, the MET, the
Smithsonian Folklife Festival, the Berklee College of Music,
and the Kennedy Center. Zulal has four critically acclaimed

FREE ADMISSION

Armenian
Studies

ucC

albums to its credit.

The event is organized by the UCI Center for Armenian Studies and co-sponsored by UCI Illuminations, School of Humanities,
Department of History, Department of Music, Global Middle East Studies, Jordan Center for Persian Studies, OC Armenian
Festival, OC Armenian Professional Society, UCI Armenian-American Alumni Chapter, and Armenian Students Association.
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Yes, I wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
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$ 125,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.
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