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Azerbaijan Preparing New Attack on

YEREVAN — Azerbaijan is pre-
paring anew attack on Armenia. Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan said in a
Thursday interview with France 24.

“Analyzing ... statements made
from official Baku, we come to the
conclusion that yes, an attack on Ar-
menia is very likely,” he told the TV
channel.

Pashinyan complained that the
Azerbaijani leadership is still reluctant
to recognize Armenia’s border “with-
out ambiguity” and continues to refer
to much of Armenian territory as
“Western Azerbaijan.”

He said Azerbaijan and Armenia
had agreed in Prague and Brussels
(with the suport of EU) that the peace
treaty between them is to be based on
three major principles — Armenia and
Azerbaijan recognize each other’s ter-
ritorial integrity within 29.800 and
86.600 square kilometers respectively,

Armenia: PM Pashinyan Tells France 24

the delimitation and demarcation of
their borders, are to be carried out on
the basis of the Alma-Ata Declaration
and all regional transport links are to be
reopened.

He said Baku is not honoring
understandings on the key parameters
of an Armenian-Azerbaijani peace
treaty reached by him and Aliyev dur-
ing their meetings in 2022 and 2023
mediated by the European Union.

‘Our problem is to reflect these
principles in the peace treaty. If they
are observed, we will achieve peace.
Butifwe look into the latest statements
coming from Baku, we can assume
that it is actually preparing a new
attack on Armenia,” Pashinyan aid.

Asanexample, Pashinyanreferred
to Azerbaijani statements about ‘West-
ern Azerbaijan.” He said by these state-
ments Azerbaijan makes claims to a
significant part of Armenia’s territory.

PM Mitsotakis to Pashinyan: Greece Will
Stand by Armenia in Its Peace Efforts

ATHENS -- Greece will stand by
Armenia in every diplomatic effort for
a lasting peace treaty with Azerbaijan,
Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos
Mitsotakis said in a statement for the
press alongside Armenian prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan.

He said the visit is an important
step in consolidating the already excel-
lent relations between the two coun-
tries, Greece and Armenia.

“Theserelationships go back cen-
turies, but can become even more
productive in the face of the common
challenges we face. Especially now
that Armenia, with the assistance of
the European Union, is acquiring stable
and transparent structures, which will
allow attracting investments,” the
Greek PM noted.

“We also do business in the de-
fense sector, having concluded a spe-
cial agreement since last December.
We are also discussing with the Prime
Minister how we can strengthen our
trade relations,” he added.

“We also discussed the develop-

ments in our wider region, finding that
here too our positions are common:
both countries stand firmly against
any threat of force or use of force,”
Mitsotakis said.

“We are always on the side of
International Law, we remain fully

Continued on page 3

France Ready to Supply Short to Long-Range
Missiles to Armenia

YEREVAN — France will pro-
vide more weapons and other military
assistance to Armenia to help the coun-
try defend its territory, French De-
fense Minister Sebastien Lecornu said
during a first-ever visit to Yerevan on
Friday.

“Threats hanging over Armenia
force us to move forward faster,” he
told Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan.
“Itis very important for us to react and
take necessary steps quickly.”

Speaking after talks with his Ar-
menian counterpart Suren Papikyan
held earlier in the day, Lecornu con-
firmed that Armenia took delivery the
previous night of the first batch of

French night-vision devices commis-
sioned by it last year. The Armenian
military will also receive soon air-
defense radar systems and more ar-
mored personnel carriers from French
manufacturers, he said.

The French defense group Thales
signed with the Armenian Defense
Ministry a contract for the supply of
three GM200 radars during Papikyan’s
visit to Paris last October. Papikyan
and Lecornusigned at the time a “letter
ofintent” on Armenia’s future acquisi-
tion of short-range surface-to-air mis-
siles manufactured by another French

Continued on page4

France Inducts Resistance Hero Missak

Manouchian Into Panthéon
‘A grateful France welcomes you, Missak and

PARIS — French President
Emmanuel Macron led a ceremony
Wednesday honouring Missak
Manouchian and his wife Mélinée in
Paris on February 21. Manouchian a
stateless poet of Armenian origin
died fighting the Nazi occupation
during World War II. His induction
in the Panthéon mausoleum in Paris
alongside other French national he-
roes is seen as a tribute to all the
foreign fighters who joined the Re-
sistance.

Prime Minister of Armenia Nikol

Mélinée,’

— Macron

Pashinyan and his wife Anna
Hakobyan, together with other Ar-
menian government officials also at-
tended the event as guests of honor.

At the solemn ceremony in the
majestic Panthéon building , President
Emmanuel Macron paid tribute to the
memory of Missak Manouchian and
his wife.

Thenames of 23 of Manouchian’s
fellow Resistance fighters, most of
whom were shot with him on February

Continued on page3



Armenia Freezes Participation in CSTO

YEREVAN — Armenia has sus-
pended its participation in the Russian-
led Collective Security Treaty Organi-
zation (CSTO). Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan said this his in-
terview with France 24 TV channel.

“In our view, the CSTO has not
fulfilled — in 2021 and 2022 in par-
ticular — its security obligations to
Armenia, and we could not have let
that go without consequences,”
Pashinyan said. “As a consequence,
we have, in effect, frozen our partici-
pation in the CSTO. We’ll see what
happens tomorrow.”

The CSTO includes six states:
Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Russia and Tajikistan.

As for the Russian military base
located in Armenia’s Gyumri, the prime
minister said its deployment is not part
of the CSTO. “In fact, it is the subject
of another (Russian-Armenian) treaty.
We are not talking about it at the

moment,” Pashinyan said.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
did not go to Minsk for the CSTO
summit in November 22, 2023. Ear-
lier in an interview with The Wall
Street Journal, Pashinyan said that
Azerbaijan’s aggressive actions and
the CSTO’s inaction force Armenia
to seek diversification of security re-
lations.

Pashinyan also claimed that in
the wake of Azerbaijan’s capture of
Nagorno-Karabakh last September
“Russia’s most high-ranking repre-
sentatives” encouraged Armenians to
take to the streets and topple him.

Moscow reacted cautiously to
Pashinyan’s latest remarks, with Krem-
lin spokesman Dmitry Peskov saying
that it expects Yerevan to clarify them.
Peskov also noted that the Armenian
side has not notified the CSTO about
the suspensions of its membership in
the organization.

Painful Past Motivates Armenia to Advocate
for Peaceful Resolution of Conflicts — FM

Armenia reiterates its firm sup-
port for the full, complete, and effec-
tive implementation of the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation (NPT), Foreign
Minister Ararat Mirzoyan said at the
High-Level Segment of the Confer-
ence on Disarmament.

“As a strong supporter of the non-
proliferation policies, we reiterate our
full compliance with the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) safe-
guards agreements and additional proto-
col. Furthermore, we consider the Com-
prehensive test-ban treaty (CTBT) to be
an indispensable pillar and tool for the
global nuclear non-proliferation regime
and disarmament,” he stated.

“New international regulatory in-
struments or mechanisms for address-
ing 2 1st-century threats and challenges
are crucial for preventing potential
conflicts and saving lives in line with
the International Humanitarian Law and
International Human Rights Law. In
this regard, it is our strong conviction
that our joint efforts should be directed
not just at protecting and advancing
what we have already achieved but at
matching the rapid technological
progress, especially in artificial intelli-
gence, lethal autonomous weapons
systems or drone technologies,” the
Armenian Foreign Minister said.

“Armeniais well familiar with the
devastating impact of conflict, having

experienced the tragic consequences
of wars in our recent history. This
painful past motivates us to persis-
tently advocate for peaceful resolution
of conflicts, prevention of the use or
threat of force, uncontrolled and mass
acquisition of weaponry and disarma-
ment,” FM Mirzoyan noted.

“The erosion of the arms control
regimes does not happen in a vacuum.
It is usually a consequence of years-
long noncompliance to the main trea-
ties and documents, as well as the
negligence of such crucial principles
of the UN Charter as the non-use of
force or threat of use of force and the
maintenance of international peace and
security and good-neighborly relations.
The international failures of identify-
ing early warning signs of such viola-
tions usually evolve into bloody con-
flicts and hostilities,” he said.

The Foreign Minister noted that
it is in such an environment that
Azerbaijan launched a violent war
against Nagorno-Karabakh in 2020,
infiltrated into Armenia’s sovereign
territory and on 19 September last year
conducted an ethnic cleansing of over
108.000 indigenous Armenian popula-
tion from its ancestral homeland.

“Overall, the security environment
in the South Caucasus remains volatile
as Azerbaijan hasn’t denounced its ag-
gressive policy against the Republic of

Massis Weekly
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Aliyev Insists Armenia Must Accept
Azerbaijan’s Terms of Peace Deal

BAKU — Armenia has no choice
but to accept Azerbaijan’s terms of a
peace deal, Azerbaijani President [Tham
Aliyev said on Monday ahead of fresh
talks between the two nations.
“Armenia, which is trying to find
a new master and is throwing itself
into others’ arms, should realize that
its only option is to accept all the
conditions of Azerbaijan and give up
its territorial claims to Azerbaijan,” he
said during a visit to Nagorno-Karabakh
captured by Baku last September.
The warning came just over a
week after Aliyev and Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan metin Munich
for talks hosted by German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz. The two leaders agreed
that their foreign ministers will meet
soon for further discussions on an
Armenian-Azerbaijani peace treaty.
The Armenian Foreign Ministry
told RFE/RL’s Armenian Service that

the ministers will meet in Berlin on
Wednesday and Thursday. It did not
say whether German Foreign Minister
Annalena Baerbock will attend the talks.

Azerbaijani Foreign Minister
Jeyhun Bayramov said earlier in the
day that Armenian and Azerbaijani of-
ficials will negotiate “in the coming
days.” He noted that despite a lack of
face-to-face contacts between them,
the two sides have continued to ex-
change written proposals on the peace
treaty in recent months.

Armenia’s Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Vahan Kostanyan said last week that
they still disagree on some key terms of
the treaty. Pashinyan complained, mean-
while, that the Azerbaijani leadership
remains reluctant torecognize Armenia’s
borders “without ambiguity.”

Pashinyan went on to accuse
Azerbaijan of planning military aggres-
sion against Armenia.

Armenian FM Briefs UN High Commissioner
on Human Rights Issues in
the South Caucasus

GENEVA — Armenian Foreign
Minister Ararat Mirzoyan had a meet-
ing with UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights Volker Tiirk on the
sidelines of the high-level session of
the UN Human Rights Council, on
February 26, in Geneva.

Touching upon the challenges in
protection of human rights in different
parts of the world, the importance of
effective use of existing tools was
emphasized, since the opposite leads
to failure in preventing the most seri-
ous violations and the repetition of
tragic outcomes.

Referring to the ethnic cleansing
carried out by Azerbaijan in Nagorno-
Karabakh, Minister Mirzoyan briefed
his counterpart on the steps taken to
address the needs and rights of the

Armenian population forcibly displaced
from their homeland.

During the meeting, Ararat
Mirzoyan and Volker Tiirk also ex-
changed views on the latest develop-
ments in the South Caucasus. Minister
Mirzoyan briefed the Commissioner
on the approaches of Armenia to key
issues in the normalization of Armenia-
Azerbaijan relations, based on un-
equivocal respect for the principles of
territorial integrity, inviolability of bor-
ders, and sovereignty. Minister
Mirzoyan stressed that with a clear
commitment to these principles, as
well as refraining from aggressive
rhetoric and from steps aimed at esca-
lating the situation on the ground, it
will be possible to move forward in the
peace process.

Armenia. It continues to present new
territorial claims against the Republic of
Armenia along with backtracking from
previously agreed principles of the es-
tablishment of peace and security in our
region. Particularly the principle of re-
specting each other’s territorial integrity
based onthe Almaty Declaration of 1991
and conduct of the delimitation process
aiming to recover the borderline of 1991
have been consistently rejected by
Azerbaijan,” Mirzoyan said.
“Nevertheless, the Government
of Armenia continues its genuine ef-

forts to build peace and stability in our
region as well as confidence and trust
between Armenia and Azerbaijan. To
that end we have proposed simulta-
neous withdrawal of troops from the
Armenia-Azerbaijan interstate border,
with further demilitarization of the
bordering areas. Armenia also pro-
poses to sign a bilateral arms control
mechanism and non-aggression pact
ahead of the peace treaty in case the
signing of the latter requires additional
time to reach a consensus,” the For-
eign Minister aded.
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France Inducts Resistance Hero Missak
Manouchian Into Panthéon

Continued frompage 1

21, 1944, will be engraved in the vault
where the couple was laid to rest.
“A grateful France welcomes
you, Missak and Mélinée,” said Ma-
cron at a ceremony held exactly 80
years after they were killed. “The
France 0f 2024 owes you this honour.”
Macron said that Manouchian “em-
bodies the universal values” of France
and “carries a part of our greatness.”
Members of the French for-
eign legion carried the coffins of
Manouchian and his wife, draped in
French flags into the secular temple.
Born in 1906 in the then-Ottoman
empire, Manouchian lost both his parents
during the Genocide of 1.5 million Arme-
nians by Ottoman Turks in 1915-1916.
He was sent to an orphanage in
Lebanon, then a French protectorate,
where he discovered French language
and culture.
He came to France in 1924. Liv-
ing in Paris, he wrote poetry and took
literature and philosophy classes at the

Sorbonne University — while working
in factories and doing other odd jobs.
He joined the communist party in
the early 1930s within the MOI (Immi-
grant Workforce Movement) group
and became editor-in-chief of a news-
paper for the Armenian community.

During World War II, he joined
the French Resistance as a political
activist with the then-underground MOI
group.

In 1943, he became a military
chief in the armed organization of the
communist party, the FTP-MOI group
of about 60 Resistance fighters that
gathered many foreigners from Arme-

nia, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Bul-
garia, [taly and Spain, including many
Jewish people.

Manouchian is the first foreign
and first communist Resistance fighter
to be inducted into the Panthéon.

His group led dozens of anti-Nazi
attacks and sabotage operations in and
around Paris between August and No-
vember 1943, including the assassina-
tion of a top German colonel.

Tracked down by the French
police of the Vichy regime that col-
laborated with Nazi Germany,
Manouchian was arrested on Nov.
16, 1943 along with most of the
group’s members. He was sentenced
to death in Feb. 1944.

Nazi propaganda officers ordered
a poster to be made with the photos
and names of 10 Resistance fighters,
including Manouchian, displayed in
Paris and other French cities.

The so-called “Red Poster” sought
to discredit them as Jews, foreigners and
criminals, and Manouchian was obvi-
ously the first target. Yet the campaign

didn’tconvincethe French population. The
poster, while aiming to present them as
assassins, made them heroes.

In his last letter to his wife,
Manouchian wrote: “At the moment of
death, I proclaim that I have no hatred
for the German people ... The German
people, and all other people will live in
peace and brotherhood after the war.”

French poet Louis Aragon wrote
a poem in 1955 inspired by the letter
that singer Léo Ferré set to music
under the title “L’ Affiche Rouge” (“The
Red Poster”), keeping the memory
alive and making the song a French
standard.
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Sergey Edilyan Appointed Honorary Consul
of Armenia in Cleveland

WASHINGTON, DC — The
Embassy of the Republic of Armenia
to the USA informs that By the Order
of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Armenia, Sergey Edilyan has been ap-
pointed the Honorary Consul of the
Republic of Armeniain Cleveland, Ohio
metropolitan area. The Office of the
Honorary Council will promote Arme-
nian-American cultural, trade and eco-
nomic relations.

Sergey Edilyan was born in
Yerevan, Armenia in 1977 in a family
of lawyers. After graduating from law
school in Yerevan, he practiced law at
Yerevan State Prosecutor’s Office then
at the Court of General Jurisdiction of
the First Instance of Yerevan City.

In 2000, Edilyan moved to the
United States where he received his
Executive MBA from Cleveland State
University.

At present, Sergey Edilyan is the
president of manufacturing company

Alpha Tek Automation, Inc. and Ameri-
can Truck Equipment.

He serves as St. Gregory of
Narek Parish member and plays active
role in Armenian community in Cleve-
land, Ohio.

Sergey Edilyan is married to Irina
Grigoryan. They raise three children;
Arman, Anri, and Catherine.

Artur Davtyan Vaults to Victory at World Cup
Series: Securing a Spot on the Olympic Stage

COTTBUS — Armenia’s top
gymnast, Artur Davtyan, hines bright
in the world of gymnastics with his
recent victories in the World Cup se-
ries, positioning himself as a top con-
tender for Olympic glory.

Davtyan was unbeatable in the
vault event, scoring an impressive
15,050 points in the second round of
World Cup held in Cottbus, Germany..

This victory, hot on the heels of
his gold medal win in Cairo, Egypt, is
atestament to his relentless dedication
and exceptional skill. Meanwhile,
Vahagn Davtyan, another beacon of
talent from Armenia, won a bronze
medal in the rings exercise, further
showcasing the strength and depth of
Armenian gymnastics.

These World Cup rounds are cru-
cial for rankings leading up to the Paris
Olympics. Davtyan has already se-
cured a spot in the Armenian national
team for the Olympics, thanks to his
outstanding performance in the 2023
World Championship.

Success in the World Cup series
is more than just a testament to an
athlete’s skill; it serves as a critical
stepping stone towards Olympic quali-
fication. For Davtyan, his victories in
Cairo and Cottbus are significant mile-
stones in his quest for Olympic glory.
These wins not only improve his

rankings but also provide him with
invaluable experience competing
against some of the world’s best gym-
nasts. Furthermore, securing a place
in the Armenian national team for the
Paris Olympics, as a result of his
performance in the 2023 World Cham-
pionship, Davtyan has demonstrated
that he is a force to be reckoned with
on the global stage.

With the support of his team,
including talents like Vahagn Davtyan,
the Armenian gymnastics team is poised
for success. The journey to Olympic
gold is fraught with challenges, but for
athletes like Davtyan, every challenge
is an opportunity to soar higher.

PM Mitsotakis to Pashinyan

Continued frompage 1

committed to respecting the territorial
integrity and sovereignty of each state,
we believe in dialogue and the peaceful
resolution of disputes. After all, after
the 2023 war, Armenia understands
better than anyone the value of peace,”
the Prime Minister noted. He empha-
sized that Greece will always stand by
Armenia in every diplomatic effort for
a permanent peace treaty with
Azerbaijan.

“And I insist that only a viable
agreement between Yerevan and Baku
can pave the way for a better tomor-

row in the South Caucasus. That is
why Greece supports the “Crossroads
of Peace” initiative, which the Prime
Minister announced last December, so
that the wider region can be trans-
formed from a theater of conflict into
a commercial hub that will connect the
Black Sea, the Persian Gulf, the Medi-
terranean Sea. Because in the end only
the common prosperity makes the guns
fall silent and only the progress of the
people repels the plans of authoritarian
leaders,” Kyriakos Mitsotakis stated.
He noted that Greece will help
protect the Armenian cultural heritage
in areas such as Nagorno-Karabakh.
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Istanbul Hrant Dink School Holds Love

ISTANBUL — The Love Table
for the 2023-24 academic year of the
Hrant Dink School, located at the
Armenian Evangelical Church of
Gedikpasa, was held on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 4, 2024, at the Cathedral of the
Mother Church. The annual event,
which benefits the Hrant Dink School,
already has a 20-year life in the His-
tory of the Istanbul Armenians.

The entire family of the School,
including Trustee Mr. and Mrs. Arto
and Talar Horozoglu, Rev. Kirkor
Agabaloglu, Pastor of the Armenian
Evangelical Church of Gedikpasa, the
Principal, teaching staff, officials, stu-
dents, and parents gathered at the Ca-
thedral with the call of unity while the
bells of the Church were ringing and
calling all to attend the Annual
Madagorhnutyun (blessing of sacrifi-
cial meal) followed by the Love Table
for the School, held at the Hall of the
Church..

During the Love Table event,
Archbishop Sahag II Mashalian, Ar-
menian Patriarch of Constantinople,
said: “The mission of Hrant Dink
School is unique among the other 16
Armenian Schools in Istanbul because
it implements the Republic of
Armenia’s Educational Curriculum
and prepares Armenian students from
the Motherland living in Istanbul to
further their Armenian education in
Armenia. These children are our chil-
dren; therefore, we are obliged to
prepare a future for them.”

“Probably, there is no such
school neither in France nor America,
but there is one in Istanbul. So, this
testifies to the educational traditions of
our Istanbul Armenians,” he contin-
ued. “On my side sitting I have Father
Vartan representing the Armenian
Catholic community, on the other side
Rev. Agabaloglu representing the Ar-
menian Evangelical Community, and I,
as the Patriarch, representing our Ar-
menian Apostolic community. We are
all one, we are Armenians, we have the
same destiny, we serve the same na-
tion, therefore the existing difference
between our churches and traditions

does not affect that we implement our
national plans together on this public
denominator.”

“This school is unique because
the impossible became possible. I re-
member the founder-director of the
School Mrs. Heriknaz Avagyan. When
I was the Pastor of Gedikpasa Church,
she came to me and asked for a room,
but it was not easy to provide a room
for a school. The District Council was
thinking about the legal issues. How-
ever, the Armenian Evangelical Church
of Gedikpasa was courageous enough
to open its doors because that Church
has a brave Pastor, Rev. Kirkor
Agabaloglu.”

“I heartily encourage and con-
gratulate his courage, because there
are fateful moments where sometimes
one should not turn to the mind, but to
the heart. Therefore, he did so and
opened an era for himself, for the
Armenian Evangelical Community and
for the Church of Gedikpasa, and until
today this holy work continues suc-
cessfully. But we are here as a com-
munity, as a Patriarchate to support
the School from the start of the work,
because we know that this work is not
the work of this or that person.”

“Benefactors of the Armenian
Community in Istanbul have found
representatives in Arto and Talar
Horozoglu, who participated in this
crazy case and have reached out to
protect our children with their guard-
ianship. Twenty years have passed
since the establishment of the School
and God only knows how the future
will be. With faith, we will leave this
important task in His hands.”

Rev. Kirkor Agabaloglu men-
tioned in his remarks that the Hrant
Dink School is like a small Armenia,
where for almost 20 years, students
have enjoyed the breath of Armenia
under the roof of the School and the
Church every day.

“A heroic story of Armenian
Evangelical courage from Camp Armen
to Hrant Dink School” said Zaven
Khanjian, AMAA Executive Director/
CEO.

France Ready to Supply Short to Long-Range

Continued from page 1

company.

Lecornu indicated that the sup-
ply of the Mistral air-defense systems
is a matter of time. What is more, he
expressed France’s readiness to also
sell more long-range systems to Arme-

nia. He further announced thata French
military adviser specializing in air de-
fense will be deployed in Armenia to
help it neutralize “possible strikes by
potential aggressors.”

“Nobody can reproach the Ar-
menian army for boosting its defense
capacity,” Lecornu told a joint news

,

Flare of Hope’s Annual Dinner Gala

March 2, 2024

The charitable organization “Flare
of Hope” organized a galareception on
February 18,2024. The proceeds from
this event will support the Karo
Hovakimyan Charity Fund in Armenia.
With more than three hundred attend-
ees, the event took place at 5:30 in the
evening at The Great Caesar Banquet
Hall in Tujunga. Many dignitaries and
government officials were present. A
representative from the office of Con-
gressman Adam Schiff, Miss Mary
Hovakimyan, as well as from the of-
fice of Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors’ Kathryn Barger, Miss
Natalie Vardanian, presented scrolls of
achievement and dedication. State
Senator Anthony Portantino expressed
his love and respect for the Armenian
people and Armenia with beautiful and
touching words. Ardashes Ardy
Katsakhyan, Glendale City Council
member, also praised the organization
with eloquent words. David Green, the
president and executive director of
SEIU Local 721, commended the or-
ganization and its members for their
amazing work in such a short period of
time. The evening was entertained by
Black Star DJ Sevo, and one of the
community’s favorite singers, Joseph
Krikorian, performed as a guest.

The organization, led by Stepan
Hovakimyanin Los Angeles, is already
doing patriotic work, becoming a bea-
con of hope for thousands of our
compatriots, supporting families, chil-

dren with limited opportunities, the
elderly, and everyone in need.

For more than 35 years as a
community leader and human rights
activist, Stepan Hovagimyan has dili-
gently participated in many humanitar-
ian programs that help needy and dis-
abled people in the United States and
abroad. In the disastrous Armenian
war of 2020, he lost his 20-year-old
nephew, Karo Hovagimyan, who was
born in Aleppo, Syria, and grew up in
Armenia, dedicating his life to Artsakh.

This disastrous and genocidal war
was a wake-up call for us all. It is
extremely difficult to find words of
condolence and gratitude for the families
and relatives of the devoted young sol-
diers who took the path of immortality.
We fully dedicate our word and work to
their holy mission of continuing the
strengthening of the Motherland.

“Flame of Hope” was founded in
2021. The goal of this non-profit orga-
nization is to light the flame of hope
and peace by helping families and indi-
viduals affected by war and poverty. It
is no secret that children are the most
vulnerable and suffer the most from
poverty. They grow up deprived of
basic needs. Most of them live in
wooden or metal shacks, lacking basic
things like clothes, food, and school
supplies. Thanks to the generosity and
contributions of donors like you, Flare
of Hope will achieve its sacred
mission.www.flareofhope.org.

conference with Papikyan, clearly al-
luding to Azerbaijan’s strong criticism
of French-Armenian military coopera-
tion.

The Armenian minister empha-
sized, for his part, that Yerevan is
acquiring these and other weapons for
solely defensive purposes. In an ap-
parentreference to Azerbaijan, he spoke
of a “visible threat” to Armenia’s ter-
ritorial integrity.

Neither minister shed light on a
number of documents that were signed
by them after their talks. The AFP
news agency reported that the Arme-
nian side also signed on Friday a sup-
ply contract with the French company
PGM manufacturing sniper rifles. It
said no details of the deal were made
public.

The defense cooperation is part
of a broader deepening of French-
Armenian relations cemented by the
existence of an influential Armenian
community in France. It comes amid
Armenia’s mounting tensions with
Russia, its longtime ally. Neighboring
Iran has also signaled unease over the

pro-Western tilt in Armenian foreign
policy.

“Our Iranian partners respect our
cooperation with other partners, and I
think our Russian and other partners
should do the same because Armenia
has no taboos when it comes to coop-
eration to the benefit of Armenia,”
Papikian said in this regard.

Armenia is “turning to partners
that are truly providers of security,”
Lecornu said when asked to comment
on the tensions between Yerevan and
Moscow.

French Defense Minister visits
Armenian Genocide Memorial

On February 23, the Minister of
Defense of the Republic of Armenia
Suren Papikyan, and the Minister for
the Armed Forces of the French Re-
public, Sébastien Lecornu visited the
Armenian Genocide Memorial and
paid tribute to the memory of the
victims.

The Ministers laid a wreath at the
memorial and flowers at the Eternal
Flame in memory of the innocent mar-
tyrs of the Armenian Genocide.
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1060 ALLEN AVENUE PASADENA, CA 91104.
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FOR RESERVATION

CALL AT +1(626)681-9455

DONATION FEE
$45
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