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Armenia, Egypt to Expand Trade, Economic
and High Technologies Cooperation

CAIRO — On an official visit to
Egypt, Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
met with the country’s President, Abdel
Fattah al-Sisi on Tuesday.

The President of Egypt welcomed
the official visit of Prime Minister
Pashinyan and emphasized that it will
give anew impetus to the development
and expansion of multi-sectoral coop-
eration between Egypt and Armenia.
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi emphasized the
fact of centuries-old close ties be-
tween the Armenian and Egyptian
peoples.

Both Pashinyan and al-Sisi praised
the current state of Armenian-Egyp-
tianrelations. The Egyptian leader said
that during their talks they focused on
ways of deepening bilateral commer-

cial ties so that they “correspond to the
level of political relations between the
two countries.”

Al-Sisi, who visited Yerevan in
January 2023, again paid tribute to his
country’s small Armenian community.

“Thousands of Armenians have
lived in Egypt and contributed to the
development of Egyptian society in
various spheres: the political, eco-
nomic, cultural and artistic ones,” he
told the press.

Prime Minister Pashinyan thanked
for the warm reception, adding that
the Armenian government is interested
in expanding and deepening relations
with Egypt. The Prime Minister em-

Continued on page 4

Armenia’s Constitution Is an Internal Issue
Not Related to Peace Processes

ANTALYA — During a panel
discussion held within the framework
of the Antalya Diplomatic Forum in
Turkey, Ruben Rubinyan, Deputy
Speaker of the Armenian Parliament
and Special Representative of Armenia
for the normalization of relations with
Turkey, stated that Armenia’s legisla-
tion is its internal affair and has noth-
ing to do with Armenian-Azerbaijani
peace talks.

Rubinyan was responding to
Hikmet Hajiyev, Azerbaijani President
ITham Aliyev’s top foreign policy aide,
who claimed that Baku is still awaiting
Yerevan’s “clear answers” regarding
legal provisions in Armenia’s constitu-
tion which contain territorial claims to
Azerbaijan.

Rubinyan also said that Armenia
has never agreed to provide an extra-
territorial corridor to Azerbaijan.
“Armenia’s position is that the un-
blocking of regional communications
in the South Caucasus should take
place based on the principles of sover-
eignty, legislation, territorial integrity,
equality, and reciprocity.”

The deputy speaker added that
sometimes the termsused by Azerbaijan
reveal the true intentions of those who

use them. “For example, why has Ar-
menia decided to call its initiative to
unblock communications in the region
‘Crossroads of Peace’? Because we
want our region to be a crossroads of
peace. Azerbaijan continues to use the
term ‘Zangezur Corridor’. There is no
territorial unitnamed ‘Zangezur’ in the
sovereign territory of Armenia, and
Armenia has never agreed to give an
extraterritorial corridor to Azerbaijan,”
said Rubinyan.

Speaking on the resolution of

Continued on page 4

European Parliament Calls for Sanctions
Against Azerbaijan
Reiterates Support to Armenia

BRUSSELS —The European Par-
liament has adopted two reports on EU
foreign, security and defense policy,
on February 28, which call on the EC
to apply sanctions against Azerbaijan
and strengthen the mandate of the EU
mission in Armenia.

The reports calls for readiness to
apply targeted and individual sanctions
against the perpetrators of aggression,
withoutnecessarily limiting these sanc-
tions solely to the political and military
circles associated with President Aliyev.
Additionally, it suggests suspending
the import of oil and natural gas from
Azerbaijan in the event of any military
aggression. MEPs demand protection
of Armenian religious and cultural heri-
tage sites under Azerbaijani control

The MEPs also call into question
Azerbaijan’s eligibility to host the
United Nations Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change (COP29) in
2024, while the country plans to in-
crease its fossil fuel production by a
third over the next decade.

According to the members of the
European Parliament, the risks of a

resumption of military operations in
the South Caucasus are a cause for
serious concern and underscore the
need for more active engagement by
the EU in the region.

The report welcomes the estab-
lishment of the EU civilian monitoring
mission in Armenia (EUMA), which
aims to contribute to increased secu-
rity in the region by reducing the num-
ber of incidents in Armenia’s conflict-
affected and border regions, thereby
decreasing the level of risk to the
population.

The adopted reports call not only
to strengthen and extend the mandate
ofthe EUMA, butalso to deploy moni-
tors along Armenia’s border with
Tirkiye.

The EEAS is called upon to be
ready to provide the necessary techni-
cal assistance to Armenia through the
European Peace Facility so that Arme-
nia reviews its current military alli-
ances, as this will strengthen the
country’s resilience in the context of
ensuring security, independence and
sovereignty.

Armenia, Greece Vow to Boost Military Ties
Cooperate in Innovative Defense Research

YEREVAN— Armenian Defense
Minister Suren Papikyan and his visit-
ing Greek counterpart Nikos Dendias
agreed to deepen military ties between
their countries during talks held in
Yerevan on Monday.

In a statement on the talks, the
Armenian Defense Ministry said they
“outlined a number of new directions”
of those ties.

Speaking atajoint press briefing,
Papikyan said that they discussed the
implementation of a Greek-Armenian
agreement on “military-technical co-
operation” signed by them in Athens in
December.

The Greek minister indicated that
a 2024 plan of joint activities by the
two militaries mainly includes training
and education. “At the same time we
plan to introduce a number of success-
ful innovative achievements in the field

of defense,” he said.

“Today we are witnessing a very
unstable situation as we are dealing
with expansionist forces. They ignore
international law, international agree-
ments, UN values and principles. The
common task of the international com-
munity should be to solve all these
problems. We must show that we are
ready to prevent the escalation of con-
flicts and also try to return to a peace-
ful situation. It is always necessary to
act in accordance with international
law,” Dendias emphasized.

“This year we signed a military
cooperation program. In the past, we
also managed to record good results.
For example, there were many appli-
cations from Armenia to study in Greek
military schools. Therefore, we plan

Continued on page3
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Meeting with Armenian Catholic Bishops,
Pope Francis Prays for Peace

Turkish, Armenian Foreign Ministers
Meet Again

X\ ANTALYA
@ DIPLOMACY
FORUM

01-03MARC|

| #MEETADIPLOMACY

ANTALYA — Foreign Minister
Ararat Mirzoyan met with his Turkish
counterpart Hakan Fidan on Friday as
he visited Turkey to participate in an
annual conference on international se-
curity held in the resort city of Antalya.

“During the meeting, the process
of normalization of relations between
Armenia and Turkey was discussed
and readiness to achieve their full nor-
malization was reaffirmed,” read a
statement released by the Armenian
Foreign Ministry.

Mirzoyan and Fidan “exchanged
views on possible concrete steps in

that direction,” added the statement. It
did not say whether any agreements
were reached by them.

The Turkish Foreign Ministry did
not immediately issue a statement on
the Antalya meeting.

The two ministers previously held
talks in Tehran last October on the
fringes of a multilateral meeting of the
top diplomats of Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Iran, Russia and Turkey. The five
countries make up the so-called “Con-
sultative Regional Platform 3+3”
launched in December 2021 in Mos-
COw.

Azerbaijan Demolishing Karabakh
Parliament Building in Stepankert

STEPANAKERT — Azerbaijan
appears to have started demolishing
Nagorno-Karabakh’s parliament build-
ing in Stepanakert build two decades.

A short video circulated by
Azerbaijani pro-government media on
Monday showed an excavator work-
ing at the site of the mostly ruined
building that was shaped like a tradi-
tional Armenian church.

The marble structure constructed
in the early 2000s was located at the
Karabakh’s capital central square.
Azerbaijan’s President [lham Aliyev held
a military parade there in November
less than two months after the
Azerbaijanimilitary offensive that forced
Karabakh’s practically entire popula-
tion to flee to Armenia and established
Baku’s control over the region.

Aram Harutiunyan, one of the
Karabakh lawmakers exiled in Arme-
nia, said the demolition highlights
Baku’s efforts to wipe out traces of
Armenian presence in Karabakh.

“This is vivid evidence of the fact
that they are destroying anything that’s
Armenian also in order to erase any
thought of returning home from our
minds,” he told RFE/RL’s Armenian
Service.

Harutiunyan and other Karabakh
Armenians alsonoticed in the Azerbaijani
video a void right next to the local
parliament where another, smaller build-
ing stood for more than a decade. The
building served as the headquarters of
an association of Karabakh veterans of
the first Armenian-Azerbaijani war of
1991-1994. It appears to have been
completely demolished.

“People who won the first war
used to gather there, and I think this
may be the reason why Azerbaijan
treated that building like that,” said
Harutiunyan.

The head of the U.S. Commis-
sion on International Religious Free-
dom, Nadine Maenza, expressed seri-
ous concern over the decision.

VATICAN CITY — The dire
geopolitical situation around Arme-
nia, the importance of collaboration
with the country’s Orthodox Church,
and the need for bishops to be close
to their flocks were discussed as
Pope Francis met with Armenian
Catholic Church on Wednesday
morning, the Vatican News reports.

As the Pope is recovering from
a cold, his speech was read aloud by
Msgr. Filippo Ciampanelli, an offi-
cial at the Vatican’s Secretariat of
State.

“Your Beatitude, dear Broth-
ers,” Pope Francis said, “how can
we not turn our thoughts to Arme-
nia, not only in words but above all
in our prayers, particularly for all
those who fled Nagorno-Karabakh
and for the many displaced families
seeking refuge?”

“The First World War,” he con-
tinued, “was supposed to be the last
...Yet since then, how many con-
flicts and massacres have we wit-
nessed, always tragic and always
pointless?”

“Let us all take up the cry for
peace,” the Pope urged, “so that it
may touch hearts, even hearts un-
touched by the sufferings of the
poor and lowly. And above all, let us
pray. I pray for you and for Armenia.”

Another key topic of the Pope’s
speech was the importance of coop-
eration between the Armenian Catho-
lic Church and the Armenian Apos-
tolic Church.

The Pope chose to bring his
address to an end with a prayer from
Saint Nerses the Gracious (Nerses
Shnorhali), a 12th-century Arme-
nian bishop recognized as saint in
both the Catholic and Armenian Or-
thodox Churches.

Pope Francis also urged the
Armenian bishops to remain close to
those they serve.

“In a world so full of isolation
and loneliness,” he said, “we must
ensure that those entrusted to our
care feel the closeness of the Good
Shepherd.”

This includes, he noted, priests,
especially young ones, who need to
“feel close to their Bishops.”

The Pope then urged the Bish-
ops to select their successors wisely,
picking individuals who will be “de-
voted to the flock, faithful to pasto-
ral care, and not driven by personal
ambition.”

“You may well remind me that
your Church is not large in num-
bers,” Pope Francis said. “Yet let us
remember that God loves to work
wonders with those who are small.”

Yerevan Selects Statue for
Charles Aznavour Square

- ‘\\‘\\“ i1
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YEREVAN (Armradio) —
Yerevan has selected the statue to be
erected in the city’s Charles Aznavour
Square. The work “La Bohéme” by
Davit Minasyan has been selected. In
total, more than 60 applications were
received, and more than 100 models
were submitted.

All projects were exhibited at the
National Gallery of Armenia. The jury
comprised Yerevan Mayor Tigran
Avinyan, Deputy Mayor Levon
Hovhannisyan, Charles Aznavour’s
family members, experts in the field:
painters, sculptors, architects and oth-
ers.
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Sam Simonian Named New President of
AGBU Central Board

NEW YORK — Following a ten-
ure of 22 years as President of the
Armenian General Benevolent Union
(AGBU) with47 years as Central Board
member, Berge Setrakian will retire
this fall from his position in accor-
dance with the age limit requirements
of the bylaws of AGBU.

On February 24, the AGBU Cen-
tral Board, with the approval of the
AGBU Council of Trustees, unani-
mously recommended the nomination
of Sam Simonian as his successor and
the organization’s eighth president.
Simonian will be formally elected at
AGBU’s 93rd General Assembly to be
held in New York City on October 12,
2024 and Setrakian shall join the Coun-
cil of Trustees.

Simonian is currently a member
of the AGBU Council of Trustees fol-
lowing his service on the Central Board
from 2000 to 2019. His active involve-
ment with AGBU throughout his life
parallels his numerous accomplish-
ments as a business entrepreneur, en-
gineering professional and philanthro-
pist. Both he and his wife Sylva are
graduates of AGBU’s schools in Leba-
non. They founded the TUMO Center
for Creative Technologies in Armenia—
a breakthrough in afterschool education
that allows students to take charge of
their own learning in the tech and design
space, thereby raising their competitive-
ness quotient in the global economy.
Since launching the flagship TUMO
Center, the brand has reached the far
corners of Armenia and expanded to
multiple cities around the world.

After the vote on February 24 at
the AGBU Central Office in New York,
President Setrakian reflected on the
auspicious choice of Simonian.

“Without doubt, Sam Simonian
is highly qualified to run an organiza-
tion of the size, scope and reach of
AGBU. Samrespectsthe AGBU legacy,
passionately believes in its core mis-

sion, yet recognizes that for a vener-
able institution like ours to thrive,
change must be embraced and har-
nessed responsibly and strategically. I
am sure that Sam, with the assistance
ofthe Board, will lead AGBU with the
same boldness of action that he has
exemplified throughout his inspired
career.”

In accepting the nomination,
Simonian expressed his appreciation
for the trust and confidence of the
members of the Council of Trustees
and the Central Board. He further added,
“I am proud to stand on the shoulders
of seven great leaders who, informed
by the events and experience of their
time, have brought AGBU to where itis
today, after over a century of a proud
history. I pay special tribute to Berge
Setrakian, with whom I worked closely
during his tenure, for his lifelong com-
mitment and leadership in serving the
organization. Through the years of our
engagement with AGBU, Sylva and |
developed a close personal relation-
ship with Vera and Berge and their
friendship is dear to us.”

In 1989, Sam Simonian became a
co-founder of Inet Technologies, a
telecommunications company special-
izing in Network Management and
Business Operational Solutions. In
1994, he was selected Entrepreneur of
the Year by Inc. magazine, Ernst &
Young, and Merrill Lynch. He also
received the distinguished Ellis Island
Medal of Honor in May 2000 and was
the recipient of Armenia’s highest
award—the Anania Shirakatsi Medal—
for his considerable contribution to the
preservation of the Armenian identity,
services to the Motherland, as well as
contributing greatly to the friendship
between the Republic of Armenia and
foreign states. Born in Beirut, Leba-
non, and established in Dallas, Texas,
Simonian is both a product and cham-
pion of the Armenian community.

Armenia, Greece Vow to Boost Military Ties

Continued from page 1

to accept even more students in the
coming years,” Dendias said.

Greece has trained hundreds of
Armenian officers at its military acad-
emies since the 1990s but is not known
to have supplied any heavy weaponry
to the South Caucasus country so far.

Dendias revealed on Monday that
India and France are also engaged in
“trilateral and quadrilateral” defense

cooperation with Greece and Armenia.
“We have established successful
trilateral defense cooperation between
Armenia, Greece and Cyprus. How-
ever, there may also be other trilateral
or quadrilateral relations with France
and India, with significant countries,
important powers, and very influential
common allies of Armenia and Greece,”
said Nikolaos Dendias during the joint
press conference held after the meet-
ing with the Armenian colleaugue.
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Zoryan Institute’s President Dedicates His
Recognition of Order of Canada to the
Memory of a Righteous Turk

OTTAWA — On February 22,
2024, 60 new members were invested
into the Order of Canada at Rideau Hall
in Ottawa. The Order of Canada is a
Canadian state order and the second-
highest honor for merit in the system of
order, decorations, and medals in the
system of Canada, bestowed on indi-
viduals in recognition of their extraordi-
nary contributions to Canada. Among
those invested was the co-founder and
current President of the Zoryan Insti-
tute, K.M. Greg Sarkissian, for his life-
long contributions to the field of geno-
cide and human rights studies.

Mr. Sarkissian was recognized
and awarded the Order of Canada in-
signia by Her Excellency the Right
Honorable Mary Simon, Governor
General of Canada.

When asked about what prompted
him to co-found the Zoryan Institute,
Mr. Sarkissian cited two pivotal inci-
dents which had impacted and inspired
him in his endeavour. The first inci-
dent was a personal story about a great
humanitarian, Haji Khalil, a pious Mus-
lim Turk from Urfa, Tirkiye, who
saved the lives of Sarkissian’s grand-
mother and her children; while the
second, was the tragic fate of the 11
members of one family who were all
killed in the 1930s in Germany simply
for being Jewish. He finished by dedi-
cating the recognition and his investi-
ture into the Order of Canada to the
memory of this great Turkish humani-
tarian and those 11 family members.

Mr. Sarkissian’s life is marked
by his own experience growing up
with parents who survived the Arme-
nian genocide. His personal story tells
of a Haji Khalil, his maternal
grandfather’s Turkish business part-
ner, who had promised to take care of
his grandfather’s family in case of any
misfortune. When Mr. Sarkissian’s
grandfather was subsequently hanged
by the Ottoman Turkish authorities
and the deportations of the Armenians
from their ancestral homeland began,
Haji Khalil kept his promise by hiding
Greg Sarkissian’s pregnant grand-
mother, her sister and their children in
the upper story of his house for 8
months. The logistics involved were
extremely burdensome: there were
seven people to hide, food for seven
extra mouths to be purchased, pre-
pared, and carried up undetected nightly
which had to suffice until the follow-
ing night. Khalil’s consideration was
so deep that he even arranged for his

own family to be absent from their
house at least once a week, taking
them to the mosque, so that Greg’s
grandmother, sister, and their children
could bathe. Khalil exposed himself'to
tremendous risk and his situation was
precarious, as even his servants were
aware of what was transpiring and
they could have easily informed the
authorities. Had he been caught shel-
tering Armenians he would certainly
have shared the same fate as the Arme-
nians and faced death. Luckily, his
household remained loyal and discreet,
and therefore, Sarkissian was one of
the very few children of his generation
and in his neighbourhood to grow up
with aunts and uncles, all of whom
remembered Haji Khalil, the righteous
Turk. The memory of Khalil and his
sacrifice, contrasting with the horrors
of the genocide perpetrated by Otto-
man Turkey, represents an innermost
tension which became the motivation
of Greg’s life and the fight against the
“us-versus-them” mentality.

During his university years,
Sarkissian had attended a lecture on
“Genocide and Media”, run by Hilel, a
Jewish student association on the cam-
pus. The lecturer displayed a major
U.S. newspaper from the 1930s, with
a man’s picture and a front-page ar-
ticle featuring a headline about the
man, who had beaten his dog to death,
and his community’s uproar for the
lack of punishment for such a crime.
Several pages later, on page 26, under-
neath an advertisement about women’s
swimwear, was a small caption, ina 1-
inch square, about the murder of 11
people belonging to the same Jewish
family. This was disturbing for
Sarkissian. The newspaper had placed
the death of a dog in a more prominent
place on the front page, than the life of
11 humans who were reduced to a
mere ‘footnote’ and tucked away with
the advertisements on page 26. He
described how these two moments
became pivotal motivations for his co-
founding of Zoryan Institute.

Mr. Sarkissian found profound
significance in receiving the Order of
Canada from Governor General Mary
Simon, herself, an Indigenous Cana-
dian and descendant of genocide sur-
vivors. That, together with the Right
Honourable Madam Simon’s opening
remarks in Inuktitut, was viewed by
Sarkissian as a symbol of reconcilia-
tion between Canada’s Indigenous
people and its settlers.
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Armenian American Museum Announces
Horizon Gala on May 11

ARMENIAN
{ AMERICAN
& 4 MUSEUM

GLENDALE - The Armenian
American Museum and Cultural Cen-
ter of California has announced that
the Horizon Gala will be held at the
InterContinental Los Angeles Down-
town on Saturday, May 11, 2024.

The signature event of the year
will be celebrating an exciting mile-
stone as the highly anticipated cultural
and educational center currently under
construction is elevated to the horizon
and the community reaches new
heights.

“We are thrilled to invite you to
join fellow donors, sponsors, and sup-
porters for a memorable evening in
support of the Armenian American
Museum and the future of our com-
munity,” stated Executive Chairman
Berdj Karapetian.

The highly anticipated cultural
and educational center is currently
under construction in the museum cam-
pus at Glendale Central Park. The first
phase of construction featuring the
museum parking garage and building
foundation has been completed. The
second phase of construction featur-
ing the museum building superstruc-
ture is currently underway.

The mission of the museum is to

HORIZON

SATURDAY, MAY 11, 2024

INTERCONTINENTAL

LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN
promote understanding and apprecia-
tion of America’s ethnic and cultural
diversity by sharing the Armenian
American experience. The museum
will offer a wide range of public pro-
gramming through the Permanent Ex-
hibition, Temporary Exhibitions, Au-
ditorium, Learning Center, Demon-
stration Kitchen, Archives Center, and
more.

Horizon Gala sponsorship, pro-
gram book ads, and ticket reservations
are due by April 30, 2024.

For more information on spon-
sorship opportunities and reservations,
contact Major Gifts Director Mary
Khayat at (818) 644-2073.

Armenia, Egypt to Expand Trade, Economic

Continued from page 3

phasized the expansion and deepening
of trade and economic cooperation
and emphasized the need to develop
business ties in realizing the existing
potential.

The Prime Minister of Armenia
and the President of Egypt discussed a
number of issues related to the imple-
mentation of new joint programs in the
fields of economy, infrastructure, tour-
ism, aviation, high technologies, agri-
culture, environment, education, and
culture.

The interlocutors also discussed

issues related to the processes taking
place in the regions of the South
Caucasus and the Middle East. Both
sides emphasized the strengthening of
peace and stability and the implemen-
tation of consistent steps in that direc-
tion.

Prime Minister Pashinyan briefed
his Egyptian counterpart on the details
of the ongoing discussions on the Ar-
menia-Azerbaijan peace treaty and re-
ferred to the principled positions of the
Armenian side. Reference was also
made to the “Crossroads of Peace”
project of the Armenian government
and its principles.

Armenia’s Constitution Is an Internal Issue

Continued from page 1

Armenia-Turkey relations, Rubinyan
said it would positively impact the
situation in the South Caucasus, as
well as the process of improving rela-
tions between Armenia and Azerbaijan.
The special representative of Turkey
for the normalization of relations with
Armenia, Serdar Kilic, also partici-
pated in the discussion.

“It is no secret that the rela-
tions between Armenia and Turkey
have a huge historical context, and
this does not make our work easier.
However, Armenia is committed to
working for the present and the fu-
ture. In July 2022, Serdar Kilic and
I announced that in the summer of
2023 we would open the Armenia-
Turkey land border to citizens of the
third countries, and then to diplo-
matic passport holders. Unfortu-
nately, this has not happened yet.
The entire infrastructure for this is
ready on the Armenian side. And if
Serdar agrees, we can announce that

we are implementing this agree-
ment,” he said.

Rubinyan added that he often
notices a certain sensitivity in that
matter on both sides, which some-
times gives an emotional character
to the process both positively and
negatively.

Ruben Rubinyan recalled that
during last year’s devastating earth-
quake in Turkey, for the first time in
30 years, the borders of the two
countries were temporarily reopened
so that trucks with humanitarian aid
from Armenia could cross the bor-
der and reach the earthquake zone;
and this, according to him, was an
inspiring moment.

“This is also a sad fact because
we shouldn’t need tragedies to open
borders; borders should not be
opened for tragic reasons. We need
open borders during times of happi-
ness and prosperity. And I see no
reason why the Armenian-Turkish
border should remain closed,”
Rubinyan said.
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Ararat-Eskijian Museum Research Center and
The Promise Armenian Institute Launch
Vahakn N. Dadrian Archive Project

LOS ANGELES — The Ararat-
Eskijian Museum Research Center
(AEMRC) and the Armenian Genocide
Research Program (AGRP) within The
Promise Armenian Institute at UCLA
have announced the launch of the
Vahakn N. Dadrian Archive Project.

Professor Vahakn N. Dadrian
(1926-2019) was apreeminent scholar
of the Armenian Genocide and instru-
mental in establishing the larger field
of genocide studies. He lectured and
published widely in the field, leading to
greater international recognition of the
Armenian Genocide. His unique col-
lection of archival materials and books
is of extraordinary value to those re-
searching the origins of the Armenian
Genocide, the Genocide itself and its
aftermath.

Throughout his long career, Pro-
fessor Dadrian accumulated a wealth
of material on the Armenian Genocide
throughout the different archives in
the world, American, British, German,
French Armenian and Ottoman among

process of facilitating the accessi-
bility of the digitized collection, par-
ticularly to make it searchable
through keywords for researchers.
Dr. Anna Aleksanyan, a post-gradu-
ate student from Clark University,
has been involved in these efforts.
Dr. Aleksanyan is also currently on
fellowship with the AGRP.

them. His archive has also numerous
unpublished manuscripts and newspa-
pers from various languages. Before
his death, he transferred these materi-
alstothe AEMRC. The Vahakn Dadrian
Armenian Genocide Book Collection is
now housed in The Edward L. Doheny
Jr. Memorial Library located at the
University of Southern California.

After a gradual process of
herculean efforts and numerous trips
across the nation transporting Pro-
fessor Dadrian’s archives, the
AEMRC initiated a project in 2009 to
digitize his personal notes and ar-
chives of historical documents and
make them available for future gen-
erations of researchers interested in
furthering their knowledge of Arme-
nian Genocide Studies and general
genocide studies.

A total of 28,000 pages out of a
total of 110,000 pages were digitized
and indexed by 2018. It took two
years of efforts to appropriately pre-
serve the entire archive collection
into special folders and boxes. This
full archive has been available to
scholars and researchers by in-per-
son appointment only atthe AEMRC.
Due to a large grant recipient in
2023, we will be resuming the con-
tinuation of digitization and indexing
of the remaining 80,000 pages.

AEMRC is also in the important

The Vahakn N. Dadrian Archive
Project is led under the direction of
Professor Taner Ak¢am, the inaugu-
ral Director of the AGRP. This
project is anticipated to be com-
pleted by December 2025. Upon
completion, the entire collection will
be available online.

The AGRP will host a webinar
this spring to offer additional insight
into the project. Details to follow on
the AGRP’s website.

The Ararat-Eskijian Museum
was founded in June 1985 by Geno-
cide survivor, Mr. Luther Eskijian,
and includes a unique collection of
Armenian artifacts as well as books
and materials about the Armenian
Genocide. The museum is also a
cultural and educational center where
scholars, artists, writers, and com-
munity leaders can present current
and historical subjects related to the
Armenian people, as well as Geno-
cide education.

The Armenian Genocide Re-
search Program (AGRP) was estab-
lished within The Promise Armenian
Institute at UCLA in early 2022. Led
by Taner Ak¢am, Ph.D., the AGRP
engages in research and scholarly
activities pertaining to the study of
the Armenian Genocide in the Otto-
man Empire during the early 20th
century.
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