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EU and US Pledge Major Financial Support for Armenia

BRUSSELS — The United States
and European Union will continue to
support Armenia and forcefully dis-
placed Armenians from Nagorno-
Karabakh, leaders from both sides of
the Atlantic pledged as they were meet-
ing with Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
on Friday.

They will collectively provide
Armenia with additional financial sup-
port worth nearly $360 million as Brus-
sels and Washington push to boost ties
with Yerevan.

“We’re committed to further
growing our support to Armenia’s
democratic and economic resilience”,

Blinken, adding Washington was back-
ing the country’s efforts for more
food security, digital infrastructure
and diversification of its energy sec-
tor.

“And we will continue to support
the 100,000 ethnic Armenians displaced
from the Nagorno-Karabakh region.
This is central to Armenia’s long-term
stability”, Blinken added.

Speaking to journalists in Brus-
sels, Blinken and EU president Ursula
Von der Leyen and the bloc’s foreign
policy chief, Josep Borrell, said eco-
nomic integration between countries

in the South Caucasus region — in
particular in the energy and telecoms
sectors — was vital for ensuring the
zone’s stability.

“The European Union and Arme-
nia are increasingly aligned in values
and interest”, Von der Leyen said,
referring to the bloc’s efforts to help
Armenia boost its security capabilities
and efforts “to make sure that lethal
equipment and technologies do not
end up in the hands of the Russian
military”.

“(...) our relations are develop-
ing on a positive track, they are stron-
ger than ever”, Borrell added.

Pashinyan said Friday’s meeting
in Brussels was proof of Armenia’s
“expanding partnership” with the EU
and US.

“I believe that our shared vision
of a democratic, peaceful and pros-
perous future will continue to serve as
the backbone and the guiding star of
our mutually trusted relations,” he said.

Below is a press release on the
joint Armenia-EU-US high level meet-
ing:

The European Union and the
United States support a stable, peace-
ful, secure, democratic, and prosper-
ous future for Armenia and the region.

Continued on page4

PM Pashinyan,
German Chancellor
Scholz Discuss
Armenia-Azerbaijan
Peace Process

YEREVAN -- Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan had a tele-
phone conversation with German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz.

Issues related to Armenia-Ger-
many cooperation, further develop-
ment of Armenia-EU relations were
discussed, the Prime Minister's of-
fice said in a readout.

Reference was made to the Ar-
menia-Azerbaijan peace process.
Prime Minister Pashinyan noted that
Armenia is ready to go to solutions
based on the principles agreed on
October 6, 2022 in Prague, May 14
and July 15, 2023 in Brussels, as
well as October 5, 2023 in Granada.
Nikol Pashinyan considered any at-
tempt to distort these principles un-
acceptable.

Prime Minister Pashinyan
thanked Chancellor Scholz for sup-
porting democratic reforms in Ar-
menia, the development of Arme-
nia-Germany, Armenia-EU rela-
tions.

Mirzoyan: Recognition of Armenia’s
Territorial Integrity and Border Delimitation
Major Sticking Points in Peace Negotiations

YEREVAN — Armenia and
Azerbaijan have reached several mu-
tual agreements as part of their nego-
tiations on a peace treaty, but they
remain divided on two main issues,
according to Foreign Minister Ararat
Mirzoyan.

“We really have a historic oppor-
tunity to establish lasting peace in the
South Caucasus. Armenia is commit-
ted to the peace agenda and approaches
all issues constructively in negotia-
tions. We have already reached a num-
ber of mutual agreements in our nego-
tiations on the signing of a peace treaty.
Unfortunately, there are two main is-
sues where the visions of the parties
are still far from each other,” Mirzoyan
told Armenia’s Public Television late
on Saturday.

He said the first sticking point
concerned the mutual recognition of
territorial integrity and the further bor-
der delimitation process, while the sec-
ond was the vision of the unblocking
of transport links and infrastructure in
the region.

“We had agreed several times at
the highest level, at least three or four
times there were meetings where the
parties agreed, reaffirmed the recogni-
tion of each other’s territorial integrity
on the basis of the [1991] Alma-Ata
Declaration and agreed that the border

delimitation will take place on the basis
of the Alma-Ata Declaration.

“It is also strange for me that
when we try to reflect this agreement,
to refer to this declaration in the con-
text of territorial integrity and border
delimitation in the draft treaty, we see
reluctance on the part of Azerbaijan,”
Mirzoyan said.

He expressed hope that in the
near future the sides will be able to
reach a stronger mutual understanding
on this issue.

Commenting on the April 5 trilat-

Continued onpage3

Jerusalem: Israeli Police Assault Clergy,
Evict Residents of Armenian Church Land

JERUSALEM —On April 32024
around 1lam, an unlawful eviction
was initiated by Israeli Police on the
grounds of the Cow’s Garden located
within the premises of the Armenian
Patriarchate of Jerusalem. The evic-
tion began with the destruction of
Armenian Patriarchate property, and
assaults on clergy and indigenous Ar-
menians, Divan of the Armenian Patri-
archate of Jerusalem reports..

The officer leading the eviction
was Assaf Harel.

The group of officers were asked
to present permits for the eviction, the
destruction of property, and physical
removal of priests and indigenous Ar-
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menians from the premises.

Permits or court orders were
NOT presented and they continued to
protect and assist the representatives
of Xana Gardens in their destruction
of property.

During attempts to stop the un-
lawful activity, several members of
the police continued to state that they
have come with permits without ever
presenting them. “We are here to de-
fend the rights of the workers of Xana
Gardens.” They claimed.

“The Armenian Patriarchate of
Jerusalem is one of the Custodians of

Continued on page 2
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Council of Europe Head Visits Yervan
Pledges Continued Support for Armenia's
Reform Process

YEREVAN -- Marija Pejcinovic
Buric, the Secretary General of the
Council of Europe, pledged continued
supportof her organization to Armenia
as she visited Yerevan on Monday.

In her post on X (formerly Twit-
ter) Buric described her meeting with
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan as “excellent.”

“The Council of Europe will con-
tinue to support Armenia in its reform
process,” she wrote.

According to PM Pashinyan’s
office, during the meeting the Arme-
nian prime minister, in particular, pre-
sented the principles of the Cross-
roads of Peace, a program of regional
connectivity and dialogue with neigh-
boring countries that is being pro-
moted by official Yerevan.

Pashinyan also reportedly em-
phasized the role of the Council of
Europe in addressing the problems of

Nagorno-Karabakh Armenians and pro-
viding relevant international support.

While in Yerevan, Pejcinovic
Buric also met with Armenian Foreign
Minister Ararat Mirzoyan.

Mirzoyan’s office said that co-
operation between Armenia and the
Council of Europe as well as issues of
regional stability were discussed dur-
ing the meeting.

It said the sides exchanged views
on addressing “the mid-term and long-
term needs” of Nagorno-Karabakh
Armenians.

The Armenian minister and the
visiting secretary general of the Coun-
cil of Europe also reportedly touched
upon steps aimed at establishing a
sustainable and lasting peace in the
South Caucasus.

Whilein Yerevan Pejcinovic Buric
also met with Armenian Parliament
Speaker Alen Simonyan.

April 13, 2024

European Union Ready to Provide
“Non-lethal” Military Aid to Armenia

YEREVAN—The European Union
is considering providing ‘“non-lethal”
military aid to Armenia, EU Ambassador
to Armenia Vassilis Maragos said at a
parliamentary herrings on ‘“New Per-
spectives and Challenges of the Euro-
pean Integration of Armenia.”

“At the request of Armenia, the
European Union is considering sup-
port to Armenian Armed Forces, non-
lethal support, a substantial one, to
strengthen their capacities,” the Am-
bassador said.

“We are talking about significant
assistance that would strengthen [the
country’s] capailities,” Maragos told
the Armenian parliament.

He said it would be provided
from the European Peace Facility, a
special fund designed to boost EU
partners’ defense capacity. Armenian
parliament speaker Alen Simonyan re-
vealed last July that Yerevan requested
“technical assistance” from the fund
but was rebuffed by Brussels.

“A new partnership agenda be-
tween Armeniaand EU is being shaped,
and it is the ambition of the Armenian
people to shape an agenda which will
take partnership further. We share
common values, we share our com-
mitment to multilateralism and rules-
based international order. This is ex-
tremely important and I hope and be-
lieve that we are going to achieve very
concrete results together,” Vassilis

Maragos said.

He stressed that the EU is willing
to take the partnership to a higher
level.

A team of officials from the EU’s
executive body, the European Com-
mission, and External Action Service
discussed the matter with Armenian
leaders during a November visit to
Yerevan. In a statement on their trip,
the EU said it “will further explore non-
lethal support to the Armenian military
via the European Peace Facility.”

Maragos said in early December
that the EU will send in the coming
weeks a “technical mission” to Armenia
that will come up with “concrete pro-
posals” regarding such aid after assess-
ing the country’s security needs. Nei-
ther the EU nor the Armenian govern-
ment has reported such a visit so far.

Delegations of 30 Companies from France
Arrive in Yerevan to Discuss
Investment Projects

US Determined to Help Armenia Show that
Democracy Does Deliver — Samantha Power

WASHINGTON, DC -- The
United States, the USAID, the
American people are all determined
to help Armenia show that democ-
racy does deliver, USAID Adminis-
trator Samantha Power said in a
video message.

“Last week in Brussels, I reaf-
firmed the United States’ commit-
ment to support Armenia as they
deepen their democratic reforms, ex-
pand their economy, and build to-
wards a bright future,” Power said in
a post on X.

Power held a meeting with Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan lon April 5th

in Brussels to discuss issues related to
cooperation between the government
ofthe Republic of Armeniaand USAID,
current programs and upcoming initia-
tives. In particular, reference was made
to USAID’s further support for the
effective implementation of democratic
reforms and institutional reforms in
various directions in Armenia.

Samantha Power noted that
USAID will continue close coopera-
tion with Armenia and is ready to
provide continuous support to the pro-
grams of the Armenian government
for the strengthening and development
of democracy.

Jerusalem: Israeli Police Assault Clergy,

Continued from page 1

the Holy Land and overseers of one of
the four Quarters of Jerusalem. We
fully expect the due process that is
purportedly granted to all within Jerusa-
lem and demand answers from the
Israeli Police and the Israeli Govern-
ment for their participation in today’s
events”. The statement said.

“It is clear that today’s provoca-
tions are an attempt to set a precedent
against the Armenian Quarter and its
lawful lands. We will continue to stand

our ground and ask for Christians
worldwide to spotlight these never-
ending encroachments on the peaceful
Armenian Christian community”.

The lawyers representing the
Armenian community of Jerusalem
strongly condemned the behavior of
the Israeli police, who help the Israeli
settlers to illegally and forcibly enter
the “Cows’ Garden” of the Armenian
Quarter of the Old City of Jerusalem in
an attempt to illegally expel the Arme-
nians and try to change the situation
(status quo).

YEREVAN --Representatives of
30 French companies are arriving in
Armenia today to look with Armenian
partners into the possibilities of imple-
menting investment projects and ex-
panding trade and economic ties,
Martine Vassal, President of the Coun-
cil of Bouches-du-Rhéne Department
atameeting with Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan in Yerevan.

Martine Vassal noted that the
Armenia-based TUMO Center for Cre-
ative Technologies will open a branch
in Marseille in the near future.

Pashinyan welcomed the visit of
the French delegation to Armenia and
highly assessed Mrs. Vassal's contri-
bution to the consistent development
of the Armenian-French relations.

He noted that a new level of
cooperation is being observed between
the two countries, which is also pro-

moted by the regions of France, which
maintain strong ties with the regions of
Armenia.

At that, the Prime Minister at-
tached special importance to the de-
velopment and strengthening of bilat-
eral economic cooperation and in that
context emphasized the necessity of
close cooperation between the gov-
ernments and local self-government
bodies.

The interlocutors also highlighted
the cooperation between the cities of
Armenia and France, promotion of
mutual tourist visits.

The sides touched upon the hu-
manitarian problems of the persons
forcibly displaced from Nagorno
Karabakh and what could be done to
solve them. In this regard, the imple-
mentation of support programs by in-
ternational partners was highlighted.
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Stating the Obvious: Kigali Genocide

Memorial and the Armenian Genocide

Gomidas Institute Initiates Campaign on Kigali
Genocide Memorial and the Armenian Genocide

By ARA SARAFIAN

Last January I came across a
news report that the Kigali Genocide
Memorial in Rwanda had removed a
section dedicated to the Armenian
Genocide. According to the report,
this decision was taken under pres-
sure from Turkey.*I wrote to the
Aegis Trust about this news item,
but I have not received a response
yet. The Aegis Trust is a major sup-
porter of the Kigali Genocide Memo-
rial and they have also been sympa-
thetic to Armenians in the past.

However, I have to confess, |
took a virtual on-line tour of the
Kigali Genocide Memorial and did
not see any reference to the Arme-
nian Genocide. Other than Rwanda,
there were references to the Hereros,
the Holocaust, Cambodia and the
Balkans.

There was also something dis-
turbing about what I saw on my
virtual tour. The memorial includes
a blanket note in small print, on a
collage panel, which includes a dis-
turbing image from the Armenian
Genocide, stating that not all cases
of genocide could be covered by the
museum. There is something mock-
ing in that juxtaposition of the Arme-
nian genocide victim staring at the
offending text.

I think the Armenian Geno-
cide was and should be included in
the Kigali Genocide Memorial be-
cause it was a seminal event that
triggered Raphael Lemkin in his
understanding of the crime of geno-
cide. In his memoir, "Totally Unof-
ficial," Lemkin describes his dis-
may in 1921, when a young Arme-
nian assassin, Soghmon Tehlirian,
was put on trial for killing fugitive
mass murderer Talaat Pasha, while
Talaat Pasha was not put on trial
for killing a million Armenians a
few years earlier. "At that moment,
my worries about the murder of
the innocent became more mean-
ingful to me. I didn't know all the
answers but I felt that a law against
this type of racial or religious mur-
der must be adopted by the
world."**

Furthermore and just as im-
portant in the case of Kigali Geno-
cide Memorial is the German fac-
tor. Germans carried out the Herero

Genocide (1904-07), abetted the
mass murder of Armenians in Ot-
toman Turkey (1915-18), and or-
ganized the Holocaust during WWI.
All of this took place within the
span of 40 years, a single genera-
tion of German officers. This geno-
cidal arc is of paramount signifi-
cance and should not be under-
stated or brushed under the carpet.
The Nazi imagination was not
hatched in a vacuum; it had its
roots in Namibia and Turkey be-
fore it came to Europe.***

So, there are good reasons
that Kigali Genocide Memorial
should not have dropped its refer-
ences to the Armenian Genocide. It
is in this spirit, without undermin-
ing the credibility of the Memorial,
that the Gomidas Institute is now
addressing relevant circles in Kigali
and the United Kingdom to restore
the Armenian Genocide to its right-
ful place at Kigali Genocide Memo-
rial.

sk sk sk skosk sk skosk

* Guillaume Perrier in Le
Point, dated 14 January 2024, Sous
lapression de la Turquie, le Rwanda
a supprimé la référence au massa-
cre des Arméniens de 1915 du prin-
cipal musée consacré au génocide
des Tutsis. (Under pressure from
Turkey, Rwanda removed the ref-
erence to the 1915 massacre of
Armenians from the main museum
dedicated to the genocide of the
Tutsis).

**Raphael Lemkin, Totally
Unofficial: The Autobiography of
Raphael Lemkin, ed. Donna-Lee
Frieze, Yale University Press, 2013,
pp- 19-20.

*¥*% Stefan lhrig, Ataturk in
the Nazi Imagination, (Cambridge,
Mass.: Harvard University Press:
2014)

DISCLOSURE: Ara Sarafian
is a historian and the executive
director of the Gomidas Institute.
The Gomidas Institute is an inde-
pendent academic institution dedi-
cated to modern Armenian stud-
ies and research. It is active in
the documentation of the Arme-
nian Genocide through its research
and publications, as well as
peacebuilding efforts in Turkey
today.
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Inaugural Armenian History Month at USC
Draws Record Crowds and Showcases
Armenian Heritage

Hundreds gathered at USC's Hahn
Central Plaza on April 4 for an exhila-
rating opening ceremony of the inau-
gural Armenian History Month, mark-
ing a monumental moment in the
university's history.

USC President Dr. Carol Folt
launched Armenian History Month with
a resonant speech: "Today we come
together as one Trojan Family to cel-
ebrate the heritage of Armenian Ameri-
cans on this campus and in this coun-
try."

While standing on a stage adorned
with an antique Armenian rug dating
back to the 19th century from the
Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) region,
courtesy of Silk Road Rug Inc., Presi-
dent Folt acknowledged the difficul-
ties the Armenian community has faced
in recent years, including "the cata-
strophic events in Artsakh forcing the
Armenian population from their be-
loved homeland, and the ensuing hu-
manitarian crisis and destruction of
Armenian cultural and religious heri-
tage."

President Folt highlighted the
achievements of Armenian alumni,
staff, and faculty members through-
out the years, citing examples such as
the renowned former Dean of Engi-
neering and Provost, Dr. Zohrab
Kaprielian, after whom Kaprielian Hall
is named, and the work of the USC
Institute of Armenian Studies in ad-
vancing scholarship and cultivating
Armenian heritage. She concluded with
aquote from William Saroyan, empha-
sizing the spirit of Armenian culture
and encouraging attendees to engage
in learning and discovery throughout
Armenian History Month.

Dr. Shushan Karapetian, Direc-
tor of the USC Dornsife Institute of
Armenian Studies, reflected on the
grand narratives in Armenian history
and the contributions of the Armenian

diaspora across millennia, showcasing
stories of resilience, innovation, and
cultural exchange. She highlighted the
visionary Los Angeles Armenians who
founded the Institute nearly twenty
years ago and their commitment to "an
academic unit with the resources and
brainpower of a university that would
make sense of contemporary develop-
ments in the Armenian story, and more
importantly, help shape the future of
the Armenian experience."

Her speech emphasized the mul-
tifaceted nature of Armenian history
and its enduring relevance in shaping
global narratives and identities. "l hope
that by the end of the month, every
Trojan will have an Armenian story to
share that won't end on April 30 but
will lead to new beginnings for the
future," concluded Dr. Karapetian.

An energizing performance by
Lernazang, a cultural collective and
performance ensemble whose mission
is to strengthen Armenian cultural heri-
tage in Los Angeles, captivated the
audience with a vibrant display of tradi-
tional Armenian music and dance. Three
Trojans—two students and a USC In-
stitute of Armenian Studies staff mem-
ber—are among their members.

In her closing remarks, Mane
Berikyan, Vice President of the USC
Armenian Students' Association, ex-
pressed her excitement for the historic
moment: "Today, we made history.
Together, we marked the beginning of
the first-ever Armenian History Month
at USC—a now annual tradition that
USC will recognize and honor for the
years to come."

The success of the opening cer-
emony sets a promising tone for the
remainder of Armenian History Month,
with a lineup of engaging events and
activities planned to further explore
and celebrate Armenian history, cul-
ture, and identity.

Recognition of Armenia’s Territorial Integrity

Continued frompage 1

eral meeting in Brussels between Euro-
pean Commission President Ursula von
der Leyen, U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, and Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan, Mirzoyan
said that no military component was
discussed there.

As a result of the meeting, the
European Union and the United States
unveiled an aid package to Armenia to
show support for its efforts to deepen

ties with the West.

Mirzoyan stressed that the state-
ment issued by the parties after the
meeting referred to no military compo-
nent.

“However, increasing the resil-
ience of Armenia eventually becomes
the resilience of the security sphere,
and we plan in the future to interact
more closely with the European Union
and deepen our bilateral relations, for
which there are corresponding direc-
tions,” Mirzoyan said.
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“Amerikatsi” to Be Screened at Fresno State
With Director Michael Goorjian

FRESNO -- The Armenian
Studies Program and CineCulture
present the screening  of
“Amerikatsi” at 5:30PM on Friday,
April 26, 2024, in the Leon S. and
Pete P. Peters Educational Center
Auditorium (west end of the
SaveMart Center), 5010 N.
Woodrow Ave., on the Fresno State
campus. Following the screening,
which is part of the Armenian Stud-
ies Program Spring 2024 Lecture
Series, the audience will have the
opportunity to discuss the film with
director Michael Goorjian.

A film of tremendous spirit and
hope, “Amerikatsi” follows Charlie
as he returns to his Armenian home-
land and finds a country under So-
viet rule. After being unjustly im-
prisoned, he soon discovers he can
see into a nearby apartment from his
cell window. As his life becomes
entwined with the prison guard who
lives there, Charlie begins to see that
the spirit of his homeland is alive and
well.

Michael Goorjian, a native of
the San Francisco Bay Area, is a
versatile American talent, excelling
as an actor, filmmaker, and writer.
His acting prowess earned him an
Emmy Award for Outstanding Sup-
porting Actor in a Miniseries or a
Special for his compelling portrayal
in “David's Mother” (1994) along-
side Kirstie Alley. He is also well
known for his role as Justin, the love
interest of Neve Campbell’s charac-
ter, in the acclaimed series “Party of
Five” (1994), and for his portrayal
of Heroin Bob in “SLC Punk!” (1998).
Transitioning behind the camera,
Michael garnered acclaim for his
directorial debut, “Illusion” (2004),

AMERIKATSI

a poignant film he wrote, directed,
and starred in, sharing the screen
with Hollywood icon Kirk Douglas.
He wrote, directed, and starred in
the critically acclaimed “Amerikatsi
(2022). “Ameriktasi” marks a his-
toric milestone for Armenia Cinema,
as the first film submitted by Arme-
nia to the Academy Awards® to
make the Oscar Shortlist® for the
category of Best International Fea-
ture.

Admission for the April 26 film
screening and discussion is free and
free parking is available near the
west entrance of the SaveMart Cen-
ter. A parking pass is not required
after 4PM for the Friday evening
screening.

For information about upcom-
ing Armenian Studies Program pre-
sentations, please follow us on our
Facebook page,
@ArmenianStudiesFresnoState or at
the Program website, https://
fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies.

EU and US Pledge Major Financial Support

Continued from page 1

In this context, we aim to expand
cooperation to strengthen Armenia’s
resilience, including in key sectors
such political reforms, economic de-
velopment and humanitarian support.
We will look to expand our partner-
ships, for example, in mobility, gov-
ernance, law enforcement, trade,
connectivity, agriculture, energy, and
technology. The European Union and
the United States envisage stronger
cooperation with Armenia to sup-
port these key sectors.

The European Union and the
United States acknowledged the sub-
stantial progress Armenia has made
since 2018 on democratic and jus-
tice reforms and the fight against
corruption, and expressed a com-
mitment to continue partnering with
and supporting Armenia as it further
strengthens its democracy and the
rule of law, in line with our shared
values and principles.

The EU will continue to sup-
port Armenia on its reform path
through the implementation of the
Comprehensive and Enhanced
Partnership Agreement (CEPA). In
order to boost reforms and en-
hance cooperation in all areas, the
EU and Armenia will make head-

way on the new EU-Armenia Part-
nership Agenda.

The United States is commit-
ted to helping Armenia and PM
Pashinyan carry out envisioned re-
forms. The Biden Administration,
working with the U.S. Congress,
plans to provide over $65 million in
fiscal year 2023 development as-
sistance to Armenia.

The European Union and the
United States welcomed Armenia’s
commitment to improved connec-
tivity with the outside world, includ-
ing the Crossroads of Peace initia-
tive, which would promote shared
prosperity and regional economic
and trade diversification.

The EU and the US intend to
provide further assistance to help
the country mitigate risks, diversify
its trade, and strengthen its eco-
nomic and institutional resilience.

To underpin the new EU-Ar-
menia Partnership Agenda, the EU
will put forward a EUR 270 million
Resilience and Growth Plan for Ar-
menia for the period 2024-2027.

The EU’s Resilience and Growth
Plan for Armenia will aim at building
up Armenia’s socio-economic resil-
ience, while supporting trade diver-
sification. It will contribute to the
long-term needs of displaced people.

Intersections:
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Armenian Classical Composers at UCLA

UCLA -- In observance, remem-
brance, and respect to the Armenian
Genocide, the Public Programs De-
partment of the UCLA Hammer Mu-
seum, is once again hosting Intersec-
tions: Armenian Classical Composers,
on Wednesday, April 17th at 7:30 PM.
The program is FREE and open to the
public. Brought by the UCLA Arme-
nian Music Program.

The event celebrates the rich and
diverse intersections of Armenian mu-
sical heritage with exquisite perfor-
mances of works by Armenian classi-
cal composers in Western and Otto-
man music traditions. The concert will
feature an exciting lineup of musicians
including Antranig Kzirian, known for
his innovative style of oud interpreta-
tion, and the UCLA VEM Ensemble
under the directorship of violinist and
UCLA music professor Movses
Pogossian.

The audience will enjoy an
evening of music by Gomidas
Vartabed, Kemani Sebuh Simonyan,

s
|

LU SULIT SIS BTGy
LLLS HUULELUT SOroiibr

INTERSECTIONS:
Armenian
Classical

Composers

WIDNESOAY, AFRIL 17, D004 ="¢
TP ‘.

TREE ADHERSI0N

Lo rraestind by Do LCLL Arsat i Muyn’ Tengras o
e L . e S 8

L
£

HAMMIR Rl
LA ta

Kemani Tatyos Ekserciyan, Koharik
Gazarossian, Tigran Mansurian and
other composers.

Hammer Museum address: 10899
Wilshire Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90024

It will strengthen sectoral coopera-
tion with Armenia, while stepping
up support to regulatory alignment
to unlock the full potential of the
CEPA. The EU will continue to sup-
port key sectors from trade diversi-
fication, infrastructure development,
energy, to aviation safety.

President von der Leyen also
referred to the benefits of the Eco-
nomic and Investment Plan, launched
in 2021, which already mobilized
over EUR 550 million worth of in-
vestments through grants, blending
and guarantees in Armenia. In line
with the Economic and Investment
Plan, the EU’s Resilience and Growth
Plan will step up support to strategic
investments, in particular on con-
nectivity infrastructure in transport,
digital and energy, and invest in busi-
ness development to boost jobs and
economic growth. The Economic
and Investment Plan has the poten-
tial to deliver economic dividends of
peace including on regional connec-
tivity, if and when conditions allow.
The EU will also look at ways to
support mobility.

The United States is working
with Armenia in multiple sectors to
enhance economic growth and re-
form, trade diversification and re-
silience. The United States will
work with Armenia to attract fur-
ther U.S. investment, streamline
technology trade opportunities, in-
crease cybersecurity cooperation,
and expand technology infrastruc-
ture. The United States is commit-
ted to Armenia’s safe, reliable, and
secure energy future and is work-
ing to support energy diversifica-
tion and explore the feasibility of
new civil nuclear power options that
prioritize the highest nuclear secu-
rity, safety, and nonproliferation
standards. The United States is com-
mitted to enhancing Armenia’s food
security as well as facilitating the
flow of agricultural products across
Armenia’s borders.

Recognizing the continuing
challenges that Armenia faces in sup-
porting and socially including over
100,000 displaced persons and refu-
gees, the European Union and the
United States intend to continue pro-
viding support to Armenia in its ef-
forts to provide housing, training,
employment opportunities and
psycho-social support to those who
need it, and to ensure the dignified
living conditions of displaced per-
sons.

The EU swiftly mobilized EUR
18 million in humanitarian support
and EUR 15 million in budget sup-
port since September 2023 to re-
spond to the emergency and socio-
economic needs of refugees. This
brings the total allocation of hu-
manitarian aid to the affected popu-
lation to EUR 38,4 million since 2020.
The EU stands with Armenia in ad-
dressing and supporting the long-
term needs of refugees. The EU’s
Resilience and Growth Plan will also
include budget support for the long-
term economic and social inclusion
of displaced people.

The United States has similarly
announced more than $7 million in
humanitarian support for displaced
persons and refugees since Septem-
ber 2023. This funding brings total
U.S. humanitarian assistance to
nearly $31 million since September
2020. The U.S. assistance has pro-
vided life-saving food assistance,
humanitarian protection, and emer-
gency shelter and will continue to
respond to the needs of the dis-
placed persons and refugees. The
United States will support Armenia’s
efforts to minimize the strain on
public services and infrastructure,
and facilitate social cohesion and
economic development.

A prosperous, sovereign, and
democratic Armenia that develops
its own partnerships and freely sets
its own course will contribute to
regional stability.

www.massispost.com
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AGBU

ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION

LOS ANGELES SAN FERNANDO VALLEY CHAPTER

PRESENTS THE LOUCIN ZEITOUNSIAN COLLECTION
Armenian Kings & Queens

Fashion Show
Curated by Garine Seuylemezian

Honoring devoted members

HOURY KURKCIYAN
ARAXIE SVADJIAN

Saturday, May 4th, 2024
11:30 am - 4 pm
Bellezza
11009 Burbank Blvd.
North Hollywood, CA 91601

$75 Adults
$50 kids (5-12 years old)

RSVP BY APRIL 20
Maral Voskian 818-631-2828
Seta Alexanian 818-694-7060
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AGBU

ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION
WESTERN REGION

Book Presentation

& Signing Ceremony
"Return to Homelessness"
by Dr. Vartan Tachdjian

Under the auspices of His Eminence
Archbishop Hovnan Derderian
Primate of the Western Diocese of the
Armenian Apostolic Church of North America
& the patronage of

AGBU Western Region

The Book will be presented by
Dr. Boghos Yerevanian

On Sunday, April 14, 2024 - at 5:00pm
At the Agajanian Auditorium, AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School
6844 Oakdale Ave., Canoga Park

Refreshments to follow

Return to
Homelessness

Vartan Tachdjian MD

- Free admission
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POMEGRANATE Massis Publishing Presents
FILM FESTIVAL 2018 a
the US Premiere of

RED

“Where there is no justice,
every loyalty is false.”

OFFICIAL SELECTION

English Subtitled, Documentary Film
Produced and Directed by

KADIR AKIN

Based on the book “Armenian Revolutionary
Paramaz-Armenian Socialists and Genocide from
Abdulhamid to Ittihat Terakki” written by Kadir Akin

Q&A Following Screening with
film producer and director Kadir Akin and

Special Guest

GARO PAYLAN

Former Deputy Turkish Parliament

B ©

starting 8:00pm

AGBU VATCHE & TAMAR MANOUKIAN CULTURAL CENTER
2495 E Mountain St, Pasadena, CA 91104
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Sponsored by SOCIAL DEMOCRAT HUNCHAKIAN PARTY




