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Nqbynsnid 3wyng Stinwuwwbniptiwb
109-pn SwnkiLhgh

Rwyng Stinwuwwlnipbwb 3whdGwiuntdpp (AGC), np Y'plngpyt
Swpwiwht Bwihdnpbhny hwy hwdwjbph hhdGwlywb Ypolbwlwda,
pwnwpwlwl, Gphnwuwpnwlwb, pwpGgnpéwwb, dwpquywb Gi
hwuwpwlywywb YuwgdwytpwniphtGbbpp, Up jwjnwpwpt hwdw)Gpth
GGpu (wjlwéwiw) hwbpwihG dhongwnnidbbpne JuqliwybGpwnidp:

Uwphy 24, 2024, dwip 4:30LhG Y LGt h Lwunwpwwbunwpwbh
2nowthwyhb dkp (613 E. Broadway, Glendale, CA) whwnh Yujwluwy
hpwwwnpwywjhlG dhpngwnnid bir Aty dwd nticnnnipjwip juwnny wn-
gwlg 6pwahp whwnh uthenih GnyG opp GpGYynyGwb dwdp 7-hG: Iwdw)0-
ph wlnwuilbpp i wpfuwphh wnwpptp Ynndobptd Iwjbp Ywpnn GG
Uhwlw] wnguwlg 6pnwanphlt AGC-h Ywjph (www.agc1915.0rg) . AGC
wlnwy ugiwytpwniphebbtipne payGpwiht hwppwybbpnit dhongny:

Wu tnwnpniwb nqtiyngnidp Yp jwonpnk 2022 pniwwbh HGHnGG-
ptp 12-t0 dpOsbL 2023 pniwluwbh UGkwwnbGdptph 19-p hGYwé dwiw-
Gwlywhwuwnniwéhb Unpwbjdwbh Ynndk 280 br wibh opbp wnbLwé
Upgwfuh gbinwuwwlwlwb 2ppwihwlydwb tir www hwjbpne gbinwjhG
guniibbipnt Ghpwpydwb wywjdwbbpnih nwy:

2024 pniwwbGh Uwphp 18-h0 3wyng 8Gnwuwwbnipbwb 3wha-
Gwfunidpp (AGC) Gwiwy jnwé £ Gwfuwqwh Mwjinpbht nwwnwwwp-
nbny UUL wlqgnpéniphilp Upgwfuh gbnwuwwlbwlwb 2nppwthwy-
Gwl dwiwbwy Gr Mwjinpbh Jupswluwqih dwfunnnuip Jubfubpnt
hwjtipnt Gopwpyniwé gbinuyhG qunwdbbpp Upgwfuh hptbg wwwb-
Gwlwh hnnbpta:

Swjng 8tnwuwwlnipbwl 3wbdbwhuntipp Mwjnplbh Jwpsw-
Juwqgukl Yp wwhwbel hbnbLbwp.

1. Untin6étp UUU-h Uwwhnynipbwl lunphnipnh qfuwinpnt-
pbwip Uhowqgquwjhl hnquuwpniphtl, npwtugh wwwhnyt 150,000
wpgwhuwhwjnipbiwb Yawbpp tir wbnlg yepwnwndh hpwinilpp hptiGg
Wwwblwlywhb hnnGpp 3wnpnep, Gnegh, UnGthwbwytpun, UwpunniGh,
Uwpunwytipn, Uuybpwb Gr Rwwpwn.

2. PnOh wbnwhwOniwé G Iwjwunwbh Iwlpwwbwmniphtl
wwywunwlwdé150,000 wpgwhugh thwfuunwlywbabpne Yppwyw,
wrnnowwwhwlwb, nlbnbuwlwb G pGwluwpwlwiht Yuphplbpp
hnqwint hwdwp wnpwdwnptp 750 dhihnb wnnpwph juwrwywpwywb
dwpnwuphpwlwb oqlniLphtl.

3. Uhjwwwn nwnuwntight) UUL-h nwqiwlwb Gu nbntGuwlwb
oqlniphilp Unpubjdwbhb hwdwdwjt URUSNFEPEUL Upwlgnipbw
Uywnh 907-pn jonnLwéha.

4. Mwwndwdihonglbin uwhdwbbp UhGih nGdhdh wlnwibtpndh
GUwwndwdp hwiwdw)ld Uwlbhuphh Uwpnnt bpwinibplbpne Mw-
nwufuwlbwwnnipbwb UYwnhb wyn nbGdhdh Ynndk hpwlywbwgninn 2w-
pnLwlywlywl ywnbpwgiwlwb jwbgwagnpéniphtGGbpnib e dwpn-
Yniptiwl nkd jwbgwqnpéniphtGGEpntG hwdwp.

5. bywuwnb pninp hwy qbGphGtpne, uwjwOwinpGbpne G wyw-
nwlnbtpnt wqwun wpdwldwh, wbnbg wpphb Upgwfuh 8 ywpwo-
GwuwwnGtpncl, npnbp wnbiwbgniwé thG 2023 pniwluwbh UGwwnbo-
ptp 19-hG, Upgwfiuh nkd Unpwbjdwlih nwgiwlywb jupdwynidkl jb-
wnnj.

6. YGpwlwbqlbb| Iwjwunwbh Iwbpwwbnnipbwl wpwépw-
JhG wipnnowlwbniphtGl nt hGpGh2fuwbniphibp” Guwuwnbny wunp-
whjgwlwlwb pninp nudbpne nnepupbipdwG 2021 pniwlwOh dwjhutl
ubjubw| Uwnpwbjdwbh 2wpnibwlwlwb Gepfunidnidbbpnlb pbpwg-
phl gpwiniwé tnwpwéplbinth.

Swbdbwfuncdphb Ynndk hwunwwnniwé wyp shongwneniibbp Iw-
pwiwjhb Lwhdnnpbhny nmwpwéphb Yp GEpwnkl.

- GNZA-h wpnilwpwip hwdwgnpéwygnipbwip UdGphYyGwd
Uwnuhp lvwsh Uwyphth 21-p6, wnwrownbwO dwip 9:00-t0 dhGskL U.G
dwuip 3:00lLp, Lwquphlb Iwyywywb Gytintguny Gkp (411 E. Acacia
Ave. Glendale CA)

- Y kGl pwnwph ugdwybpwwé nqtynsnidp Uwnphih 21-ha,
dwip 4:30-h0 UGpu pwuwbpwupwhth GGpu (216 N Brand Blvd.,
Glendale, CA)

- UACLA-h Juqgiwybpwniptwdp Ypolwlwb wpwnpnnniphtl G
Swnhybtpnt mbGnwnpnid Uwphih 24-hG, dwdp 10:00-hG UnGpbiwb-
tnjh 3wyng 8tnwuwwlniptwb 3nwpdwbh down (901 Via San
Clemente, Montebello, CA);

- AYF-h gnjg Uwyphy 24-hG, dwdp 12:00-hG Lnu UGSGLpup dkp
[@nipphn) gifuwinp hhrywunnunipbwl wrebic (8500 Wilshire Blvd.,
Beverly Hills, CA):
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AGC: Commemoration of the
109" Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide

LOS ANGELES -- The Armenian Genocide Committee (AGC), a broad-
based coalition of the leading religious, political, youth, charitable, athletic and
social organizations of the Armenian community of Southern California, has
announced a community wide public event on April 24, 2024 at 4:30 p.m. at the
Parcher Plaza Glendale City Hall (613 E. Broadway, Glendale, CA), and a 1-hour
special online program on April 24, 2024 at 7 p.m. Community members and
Armenians from around the globe can tune into the online program through
AGC’s website (www.agcl1915.org) and the social media platforms of AGC
member organizations.

This year’s commemoration comes on the heels of the 280 plus day long
genocidal blockade of Artsakh by Azerbaijan between December 12, 2022 and
September 19, 2023, and the subsequent ethnic cleansing of Armenians from
their ancestral lands.

On April 8, 2024, the Armenian Genocide Committee (AGC) sent a letter to
President Biden condemning US inaction during the genocidal blockade of
Artsakh, and the Biden Administration’s failure to prevent the ethnic cleansing of
Armenians from their ancestral lands in Artsakh.

AGC demanded the following from the Biden Administration:

1. Establish a UN Security Council led international protectorate that
secures the lives of the 150,000 Artsakh Armenians and ensures their right of
return to their ancestral lands of Hadrut, Shushi, Stepanakert, Martuni, Martakert,
Askeran and Qashatagh in Artsakh;

2. Address the educational, healthcare, economic, and housing needs of the
150,000 Artsakh refugees who have been periodically and forcibly displaced by
Azerbaijan and have found refuge in the Republic of Armenia by delivering $750
million in US Government humanitarian assistance;

3. Immediately halt all U.S. military and economic assistance to Azerbaijan,
consistent with Section 907 of the FREEDOM Support Act;

4. Sanction members of the Aliyev regime under the Global Magnitsky

Continued on page4

Freedom House: Armenia’s Democratization
Adversely Affected by Azerbaijan’s Brutal
Offensive in Nagorno-Karabakh
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Armenia’s Democracy Score has
declined from 3.11 to 3.07 in the Na-
tions in Transit 2023 report published
by the Freedom House.

“In the South Caucasus,
Armenia’s democratization efforts were
adversely affected by the Azerbaijani
regime’s brutal offensive in Nagorno-
Karabakh, which prompted the more
than 120,000 ethnic Armenians living
there to flee west. They have now
settled mostly in Armenia itself, where
the government is attempting to ad-
dress their humanitarian needs while
also defending its own territory, con-
solidating power amid domestic criti-

cism, and responding to the demands
for better governance that sparked the
country’s 2018 revolution,” the report
reads.

In the region Armenia and Geor-
giaare classified by the Freedom House
as “transitional or hybrid” regimes,
while Azerbaijanisreferred to as “semi-
consolidated authoritarian regime.”

According to the report, demo-
cratic governance in the Nations in
Transit region declined for the 20th
consecutive year in 2023. The contin-
ued assault on basic freedoms by Eur-

Continued on page4

U.S., Armenia Have Very Active Discussions
On Security, Defense: Ambassador Kvien

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) The
United States and Armenia have very
active and robust discussions about
security and defense, U.S. Ambas-
sador to Armenia Kristina Kvien said
in an interview with RFE/RL’s Ar-
menian Service on Wednesday.

“That is also an ongoing topic,
and I think that we’ve made signifi-
cant expansion in that topic in the
past year,” she said.

Kvien cited several examples
of defense cooperation between the
United States and Armenia, includ-
ing their first joint military exercise
since 2008 that took place last year.

“I think that’s a very important
signal that the U.S. and Armenia can
work together in the defense field.

And we’re looking for further ways
that we can continue that work to-
gether. We’re also going to have an
advisor who can come and sit with
Armenia’s Ministry of Defense to
help build capacity, particularly be-
cause Armenia is interested in ex-
panding its participation in things
like peacekeeping and other peaceful
endeavors. And we want to be help-
ful to do that. So we’re going to
work with them on both reforming
internally, how to get your Ministry
of Defense up to modern standards,
and then also how to do more in the
peacekeeping area,” she said.
Kvien also said that Washing-

Continued on page4

Arsonist Target Ararat Armenian
Cemetery in Fresno
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ACA Condemns the Reprehensible Attack
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FRESNO (FOX26News) —
Since the middle of January, the Fresno
Ararat Armenian Cemetery has been
targeted by an arsonist.

Six total incidents have burned
19 old-growth trees. Friday night 8
trees were torched along the beautiful
main entrance.

Both Fresno Police and Fire have
been called out to the Belmont and
Hughes property, but no arrests have
been made.

“As you can imagine, this is hor-
ribly upsetting to my Board of Direc-

tors, the Armenian community, and
my staff and me. We are the only
Armenian cemetery outside Armenia
and the Middle East; our mission is to
serve Armenian families with compas-
sion in their time of need, while also
keeping alive the memory of all who
are buried here. The Board, my staff,
and I take this mission very seriously.
It would be impossible to overstate
how upsetting this is to us.” Said Sheri
Manning-Cartwright, Executive Direc-

Continued on page 4
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Lavrov Accuses US of Trying to Undermine
Agreements On South Caucasus Stability

MINSK — Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergey Lavrov has accused the
United States and other Western pow-
ers of “trying to undermine agree-
ments” that he said are aimed at stabi-
lizing the situation in the South
Caucasus.

He made the remarks after a
meeting of foreign ministers of the
Commonwealth of Independent States
(CIS), aloose organization comprising
about a dozen former Soviet nations,
that was held in Minsk, Belarus, on
Friday.

At a press conference following
the gathering Lavrov claimed that a
common understanding among CIS
participants that “the United States and
its satellites are trying to invade all
regions of the common territory of the
Commonwealth.”

“They are trying to undermine
the agreement on the stabilization of
the situation in the Caucasus, in par-
ticular in the South Caucasus. They do
not want to allow the implementation
of the agreements that were reached
between Armenia and Azerbaijan with
the mediation of Russia. They are also
actively trying to penetrate Central
Asia. They create various formats that
are openly aimed against the Russian
Federation,” the Russian foreign min-
ister contended.

Atthe same time, Lavrov claimed
that Russia’s partners remain commit-

ted to the principles of cooperation
within the framework of the CIS. “Un-
der enormous pressure [ from the West]
our allies, our strategic partners, re-
main committed to all the basic prin-
ciples on which cooperation within the
CIS, within the Collective Security
Treaty Organization (CSTO), within
the Eurasian Economic Union, and the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization is
based,” Lavrov said, as quoted by
Russian news agency TASS.

Lavrov reportedly expressed his
confidence that strategically the poli-
cies of West are “doomed to failure.”

Armenian Foreign Minister Ararat
Mirzoyan did not attend the CIS meet-
ing in Minsk. Armenia was represented
by his deputy Mnatsakan Safaryan.

India to Post Defense Attaché in Armenia

NEW DELHI — In a sign of
expanding focus on military diplomacy,
India is set to send Defense Attachés
(DA) to a number of its missions in
different countries, including Arme-
nia, news agency PTI reported on
Wednesday, citing people familiar with
the matter.

New Delhi will appoint new de-
fense attaches in the African countries
of Ethiopia, Ivory Coast, Mozambique,
and Djibouti. This decision is in line
with India’s priority to expand its stra-
tegic engagement with the continent,
according to PTL.

Furthermore, India will post de-
fense attaches in the Philippines, Ar-
menia, and Poland as well.

A total of 16 defense attaches from
the Indian Army, Navy and Air Force
will assume their new positions shortly.

The PTI report added that India
was also planning to rationalize the
strength of its teams comprising mili-

tary officials at its high commission in
London and the embassy in Moscow.
As part of this process, a number of
defense attaches posted in these two
countries will be deployed elsewhere
based on New Delhi’s foreign policy
priorities and for optimum use of avail-
able manpower.

Armenia has emerged as a major
arms exports destination for India with
deals already inked for Pinaka rockets,
Akash missiles and ammunitions.

Canadian Representative Joins
EU Border-Monitoring Mission In Armenia

YEREVAN -- Canada has sent its
representative to join the EU border-
monitoring mission in Armenia
(EUMA), the mission said in a post on
X (formerly Twitter) on Monday.

“Thrilled to welcome the first
Canadian Expert Alexander Grushevskiy
to the EUMA. Canada is the first Third
Contributing State supporting the Mis-
sion,” it wrote, thanking the Canadian
side for its “valuable cooperation.”

The Canadian mission, inits turn,

wrote on X: “Pleased to have a Cana-
dian expert joining the EUMA and to
continue Canada’s long-standing tra-
dition of taking partin EU CSDP (Com-
mon Security and Defense Policy)
missions.”

Canada’s participation in the EU
border-monitoring mission in Armenia
was first announced in July 2023.

The move was welcomed by of-
ficial Yerevan that said that it “highly
appreciates Canada’s contribution and

April 20, 2024

Four Armenian Soldiers Killed, 20 Others
Injured in a Military Truck Accident

YEREVAN — Four Armenian
soldiers have been killed and 20 others
injured after a military vehicle carrying
them veered off the road and fell into a
ravine on Friday.

Armenia’s Defense Ministry said
the incident with the Ural truck carry-
ing servicemen of one of the military
units happened at around 3:25 pm.

The Defense Ministry identified
the soldiers as Areg Kerobyan, Slavik
Vardanyan, Davit Hakobyan and Jo-
seph Azolyan.

According to the information that
RFE/RL’s Armenian Service has, the
crash occurred on the Nrnadzor road
in the Meghri district in Armenia’s

Pubilic domain

southern Syunik province.

According to preliminary infor-
mation, one of the injured is in criti-
cal condition. Others have severe,
moderate and mild injuries, the min-
istry said.

Gor Abrahamyan, a spokesper-
son for Armenia’s Investigative Com-
mittee, said that a criminal probe into a
violation of the rules of driving or
operating a combat, special or trans-
port vehicle had been launched.

Hesaid aninvestigative team had
been formed and a preliminary investi-
gation was underway to establish all
circumstances of the incident and the
causes of the crash.

Armenia‘s Cooperation With the US and EU
Not Directed Against EEU

YEREVAN — Armenia’s coop-
eration with the United States and the
European Union is not directed against
the Eurasian Economic Union (EEU),
Armenian Deputy Prime Minister Mher
Grigoryan has told Russian news
agency RIA Novosti.

“The Republic of Armenia has
announced its intention to further di-
versify its trade and economic rela-
tions. Almost all countries are pursu-
ing such an economic policy today,
and this is not being done against any
country or union,” Grigoryan said.

“The policy of diversifying trade
and economic relations is not directed
against any unions, especially against
the EAEU,” Grigoryan said, when asked
to comment on whether close interac-
tion with the US and the EU interferes
with Armenia’s participation in the
EAEU and whether the country is go-
ing to leave the union.

A joint meeting between the EU
and the United States with Armenia
was held on Friday in Brussels with the
participation of US Secretary of State

Antony Blinken, Prime Minister of
Armenia Nikol Pashinyan, as well as
the head of the European Commission
Ursula von der Leyen and the head of
EU diplomacy Josep Borrell. Before
the meeting, von der Leyen promised
to allocate 270 million euros in devel-
opment assistance to Armenia over the
next four years.

presence in Armenia for the sake of
peace and stability in the region.”

In approving the establishment
of a civilian border-monitoring mis-
sionin Armeniain January 2023 the EU
said that its monitors sent by different
EU member states would strive to
“contribute to stability in the border
areas of Armenia, build confidence
and human security in conflict-affected
areas, and ensure an environment con-
ducive to the normalization efforts
between Armenia and Azerbaijan.”

About 100 European monitors

arrived in Armenia in late February
2023. Atpresent, the number of EUMA
monitors in Armenia is 138 and is due
to increase to 209 by September.

Last month the Armenian parlia-
mentratified an agreement with the EU
on the status of its border-monitoring
mission in Armenia, essentially grant-
ing diplomatic immunity to EUMA
members.

European officialshave cited EUMA
reports on the actual situation along the
Armenian-Azerbaijani border on several
occasions during escalations.
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Lemkin Institute Calls for Protection
of Armenian Land and Christian Holy Sites
in Jerusalem

The Lemkin Institute said in a
statement it is dismayed by the recent
assault on and incursion into the Arme-
nian Quarter in Jerusalem by Israeli
police and settlers.

In January 2024, the Lemkin In-
stitute published a statement condemn-
ing the attack on the Armenian Quarter
in East Jerusalem by armed mobs as-
sociated with an Israeli-Australian busi-
nessman, Danny Rubenstein.

“This recent assault follows the
Israeli state’s repeated attempts to evict
indigenous Armenians from the Quar-
ter. Amid the ongoing provocations by
Azerbaijan against the Republic of Ar-
menia in the South Caucasus, this
attack represents another effort to
compromise Armenian autonomy and
sovereignty. The disturbing level of
Armenophobia present in genocidal
regimes from Azerbaijan to Israel is
alarming and places Armenians in a
state of constant peril,” the Lemkin
Institute said.

“The Armenian community in
Jerusalem, specifically the Patriarch-
ate, acts as a crucial custodian of
Christian holy sites in the city, repre-
senting both Christian and Armenian
culture in Jerusalem. Attempts to buy
land at the heart of the Quarter mirror
a past scandal involving the Greek
Orthodox Church, in which the Church
sold two Palestinian-run hotels to for-
eign companies acting as a front for
Jewish settlers. The sale generated
uproar and concern around the globe,
resulting in the ousting of the Greek
Orthodox Patriarch Irenaios 1,” it
added.

The Institute highlights that the
1,600-year-old Armenian community
residing in the historic Armenian Quar-
ter of Jerusalem has been embroiled in
a tense standoff against armed set-
tlers since last summer. The conflict
escalated following the revelation that
the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusa-
lem had struck a previously undis-
closed land lease deal with Xana Gar-
dens, a real estate company allegedly
associated with settler interests, to
develop a luxury hotel in the “Cows’
Garden” area, which encompasses
crucial parts of the Armenian Quar-
ter. The community, already grap-
pling with a significant decline in
population over the years, reacted
with outrage upon learning about the
details of the deal.

On 26 October 2023, the leader
ofthe Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusa-
lem announced the cancellation of the

land lease deal. Yet, tensions at the
Cows’ Garden continue to remain high.
Representatives from Xana Gardens
have sent contractors, armed settlers,
and bulldozers to seize the land — which,
along with the parking lot, includes
Armenian Church property and the
homes of the Nalbandian family as well
as four others. These provocations
have led to numerous confrontations,
including altercations between armed
settlers and Armenian residents. For
months, Armenian community mem-
bers in Jerusalem have peacefully
camped in the Cows’ Garden to pro-
tect the Armenian Quarter from settler
incursions. The peaceful protestors
have often been met with violent force
by Israeli settlers and police, with
Armenians frequently being injured or
arrested. In February, the Armenian
community of Jerusalem officially
launched a lawsuit to invalidate the real
estate deal negotiated by the Patriarch.

Wednesday’s assault took place
at 11am with an incursion by Israeli
police and settlers into the Cows’ Gar-
den. No permits or court orders were
shown. Subsequently, there were ille-
gal evictions and damage inflicted on
Armenian Patriarchate assets, as well
as attacks targeting religious figures
and native Armenians. Assaf Harel was
the commanding officer overseeing
the eviction.

The Armenian community, deeply
rooted in the Old City for centuries,
sees the attempted land takeover as an
existential threat to its cultural heritage
and identity. Residents fear that losing
control over the Cows’ Garden area
would jeopardize their homes and un-
dermine the historical significance of
the Armenian Quarter, which has
served as a refuge for Armenians for
centuries.

The Armenian community’s de-
termination to safeguard its land and
heritage has garnered widespread local
and international support. In response
to ongoing demolition attempts and
intimidation tactics by Xana Gardens
and its associates, the Armenian resi-
dents have demonstrated remarkable
resilience and solidarity while organiz-
ing protests, maintaining a constant
presence in the disputed area, and
refusing to back down despite facing
arrests and threats from Israeli au-
thorities and settlers.

The Lemkin Institute calls for the
protection of historically and cultur-
ally Armenian land and Christian holy
sites in Jerusalem.
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Armenia to Officially Designate August 3 as
Day of Commemoration of Yezidi Genocide
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YEREVAN --The Armenian Par-
liament voted today to designate Au-
gust 3 as the official commemoration
day for the victims of Yezidi Geno-
cide.

Thebill submitted by ethnic Yezidi
MP Rustam Bakoyan from the Ruling
Civil Contract Party passed the first
reading with 88 votes in favor, and is
expected to pass the second reading to
be held within 24 hours. Armenia will
thus become the first country after
Iraq to enshrine this in a law.

“Genocide is a crime against hu-
manity, and it is the biggest crime.
This is a direct result and a direct
consequence of incorrect and improper
condemnation of the Armenian Geno-
cide in 1915. The destinies of Arme-
nians and Yezidis are quite similar, and
our destinies have always crossed paths.
We have often found ourselves in the
same situations in different stages of
history,” Bakoyan said as he presented
the bill.

“The Republic of Armenia, ad-
hering to the policy and priority it
adopted in the process of prevention
and condemnation of genocides, in
2014 condemned the genocide of
Yezidis in Iraq from the high podium
of the United Nations. In 2015, the
Yezidi genocide in Iraq was condemned
by the Armenian National Assembly
factions, and in 2018 by the National
Assembly,” the MP said.

“The prevention of genocide
and crimes against humanity is one
of the priorities of Armenia’s for-
eign policy,” Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Paruyr Hovhannisyan said, add-
ing that Armenia actively supports
the measures aimed at the preven-
tion and condemnation of the men-
tioned crimes, the processes of fur-
ther development of tools and mecha-
nisms for the prevention of geno-
cides and other mass crimes, both
on bilateral and multilateral coopera-
tion platforms..

Pasadena Armenian Coalition to Host Its
Community-Wide Commemoration of the
109th Year of the Armenian Genocide

PASADENA, CA — The Pasa-
dena Armenian Coalition announces
that it will host its community-wide
Armenian Genocide Commemorative
Event (“Event”), on Sunday, April
21, 2024, at 3:00 PM, at the Pasa-
dena Armenian Genocide Memorial
Monument located at The City of
Pasadena’s Memorial Park — 85 E.
Holly St. Pasadena, CA and will pay
tribute to the enduring strength and
resiliency of survivors of the 1915
Armenian Genocide while honoring
the memory of the over 1. 5 Million
innocent victims who mercilessly
lost their lives 109 years ago.

This year’s theme is “Resil-
ience in the Face of Genocide —
Then and Now.” The Event is in-
tended to draw the public’s attention
to the Armenian community’s con-
tinued demands that its perpetrator,
the Republic of Turkey, properly
acknowledge its crimes against their
civilian, Armenian population. The
Event also highlights how the failure
to acknowledge and punish geno-
cide may result in its perpetuation,
as demonstrated by the Republic of
Azerbaijan’s recent ethnic cleansing
and genocidal campaign against the
majority Armenian enclave of the
Republic of Artsakh.

PASADENA
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

19

COMMEMORATION

APRIL 21, 2024
3:00pm

PASADENA MEMORIAL PARK
85 E. HOLLY ST, PASADENA, CA 91103

The Event will begin with a
solemn commemoration of the Ar-
menian Genocide of 1915. It will be
followed by the broadcast of testi-
monials of Armenian Genocide sur-
vivors by the day’s keynote speaker
— Sedda Antekelian of the Shoah
Foundation of the University of
Southern California — as well as
remarks from Congresswoman Judy
Chu. The Event will conclude with
recitations of poems and songs by
students of local Armenian schools

Continued on page4
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AGC: Commemoration of the
109" Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide

Continued from page 1

Human Rights Accountability Act for ongoing war crimes and crimes against

humanity perpetrated by that regime;

5. Facilitate the release of all Armenian POWSs, detainees, and hostages
including, the 8 Artsakh officials who were abducted following Azerbaijan’s
September 19, 2023 military assault against Artsakh;

6. Restore the territorial integrity and sovereignty of the Republic of
Armenia by facilitating the removal of all Azeri forces from areas occupied during
Azerbaijan’s continuous invasions into Armenia since May 2021.

Other AGC endorsed events in Southern California include:
‘GNAZ BLOOD DRIVE with American Red Cross on April 21 between
9:00am and 3:00pm PST at the Armenian Church of the Nazarene (411 E Acacia

Ave., Glendale, CA);

-City of Glendale Commemoration on April 21 at 4:30pm PST at the Alex
Theatre (216 N Brand Blvd., Glendale, CA);

‘UACLA Religious Ceremony & Placement of Flowers on April 24 at
10:00am PST at the Montebello Armenian Genocide Monument (901 Via San

Clemente, Montebello, CA);

-AYF Demonstration on April 24 at 12:00pm PST at the Turkish Consulate
General in Los Angeles (8500 Wilshire Blvd., Beverly Hills, CA).

Armenian Genocide Committee members: Western Diocese of the Armenian
Church of North America, Western Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church,
Armenian Catholic Church of North America, Armenian Evangelical Union of
North America, Armenian Revolutionary Federation, Armenian Democratic
Liberal Party, Social Democrat Hunchakian Party, Armenian General Benevo-
lent Union— Western District, Armenian Relief Society— Western USA, Armenian
Assembly of America, Armenian National Committee of America — Western
Region, Armenian Council of America, Homenetmen Western U.S, Homenmen
Athletic Association USA Region, Armenian Youth Federation, Gaidz Youth
Association, Armenian Bar Association, Organization of Istanbul Armenians.

Freedom House: Armenia’s Democratization

Continued from page 1

asian autocracies and the deterioration
of democratic institutions in countries
ranked as Hybrid Regimes—those with
a mix of autocratic and democratic
features—easily outweighed the mod-
est gains by European democracies
over the past year. Of the 29 countries
covered in this report, 10 suffered
declines in their Democracy Score,
while just five earned improvements.

“A geopolitical reordering is un-
derway in the region stretching from

Central Europe to Central Asia.
Moscow’s ongoing attempt to destroy
Ukraine and the Azerbaijani regime’s
inhumane conquest of Nagorno-
Karabakh demonstrated once again the
deadly consequences of autocracy’s
expansion. These and other events in
recent years have accelerated a geopo-
litical reordering in the region, with
countries sorting themselves into two
opposing blocs: those committed to a
liberal, democratic order and those
that violently reject it,” the Freedom
House says.

April 20, 2024

U.S., Armenia Have Very Active Discussions

Continued frompage 1

ton and Yerevan have an “ongoing
discussion about what Armenia might
need in the military sector.”

“We have already agreed on a
couple things, but we’re continuing
to have that discussion. One thing I
can highlight in terms of what we’ve
agreed to is that Armenia had asked
for ambulances that are armored.
And that way they can go into any
potential conflict area and people
will be protected. So that’s some-
thing that we’ve already agreed to
go forward with. We’re working on
the modalities now so we can deliver
that assistance. And, as I said, we’re
talking about all sorts of different
things, and we’re trying to see where
we can be helpful to Armenia in
terms of its defense,” Kvien added.

Commenting on the April 5
meeting in Brussels between U.S.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken,
European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen and Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan that
the parties said was focused on in-
creasing Armenia’s resilience and
diversifying its economy that re-
mains heavily dependent on Russia,
Kvien said that what was highlighted
during that high-level meeting
showed the progress the parties have
made in their relations in the last few
years.

“I’1l speak to the United States
more than the EU, obviously, be-
cause that’s what I cover. But I can
say that since I arrived about a year
ago, all of our relations with Arme-
nia in just about every sector have
expanded and deepened. I’'m proud
that we’ve made that much progress,
and I think we’ll continue to do
that,” she said.

Outlining ways in which the
United States is trying to help Arme-
nia get stronger and more indepen-
dent in terms of its economy, Kvien
said that cutting off all relations with

any country was not what the United
States was advising Armenia.

“Our view is... that the more
friends, partners, allies you have, the
more trade partners you have, the
more export markets you have, the
stronger you are, because that means
no single country can hold you hos-
tage to those relationships. So what
we’re trying to do is work with Ar-
menia in areas that Armenia has iden-
tified to help it diversify its contacts,
not cut off one or the other, but
diversify,” she said.

Speaking about the current ten-
sions along the Armenian-Azerbaijani
border, Kvien stressed that Wash-
ington has made very clear that “there
can be no military solution to any
current disagreements between Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan.”

“We consider whether it is
ceasefire violations, very aggressive
rhetoric, or whether it 1is
disinformation that is put out into
the information sphere, all of those
things are unhelpful to the peace
process. Our focus right now is
trying to advance the peace pro-
cess,” Kvien said.

The diplomat reminded that the
United States had facilitated a num-
ber of meetings between Armenian
and Azerbaijani representatives last
year and said Washington remained
open to further facilitation.

“Lately the progress [in Arme-
nia-Azerbaijan peace talks] has been
slower, and we’re hoping that it can
get back on track to move more
quickly ahead. It can be either under
U-S- facilitation, we’re very happy
to do that. But if both parties are
comfortable with other facilitators,
we’re also happy to support that.
What we really want to see is the
agreement on all of the various de-
tails of a peace process moving for-
ward, and we’re willing to support it
in any way that the two parties feel
is okay to go forward in,” the am-
bassador said.

Arsonist Target Ararat Armenian Cemetery

Continued from page 1

tor/Administrator of Ararat Armenian
Cemetery and Masis Ararat Armenian
Cemetery.

The fires have been in the oldest
part of the cemetery which was
founded in 1885. There are gates and
an archway that clearly identify the
property as Armenian. This is con-
cerning with the upcoming Armenian
Genocide Commemoration Day April
24th, that this could be a hate crime.

The estimate to remove and re-
place the trees is approximately
$25,000. The board of directors is not
sure if insurance will cover the cost.

ACA Condemns the Attack

The Ararat Cemetery of Fresno,
California, established in 1885 and the
final resting place of William Saroyan,
was the scene of a shocking arson
attack and the blaze extended to eight
old growth trees. This is the sixth such
attack since January 2024 which
burned down 19 trees at the cemetery.
ACA demands that the Fresno Police

Department and local authorities im-
mediately conduct an investigation into
this attack which may uncover a race-
related motive.

Anti-Armenian sentiment has been
on the rise in the last few years since
Azerbaijan and Turkey ethnically
cleansed the indigenous Armenian
population from their ancestral home-
land in Artsakh. Online social media
platforms have been used to dissemi-
nate the desecration of Armenian civil-
ians, places of worship, and cemeter-
ies. To date, Azerbaijan holds more
than 150 Armenians hostage in contra-
vention to prevailing international law.

In2020, Azeri government chan-
nels disseminated video footage online
of its soldiers vandalizing and des-
ecrating numerous cemeteries and
gravesites. The latest video footage of
the destruction of sacred Armenian
property was released earlier this year.

Armenian-Americans have also
been the targets of anti-Armenian sen-
timent. An Armenian School and Com-
munity Center in San Francisco was
vandalized with racist graffiti in 2020.

Pasadena Armenian Coalition to Host

Continued from page 3

and programs to demonstrate the
community’s resiliency in the face of
genocides of the past and the educa-
tion of a new generation of Armenian
youth to preserve the future.

“The Armenian-American resi-
dents of Pasadena has a long, storied
and proud presence and history here
in the City of Pasadena, and through-
out the San Gabriel Valley and be-
yond” stated Boghos Patatian, of
The Pasadena Armenian Coalition,
“today we are out en-masse to prop-
erly pay tribute and honor the lives
and memories of over 1.5 million
innocent victims of the Armenian
Genocide, to raise awareness of the
continued current atrocities being
perpetrated on our compatriots in
the Republic of Artsakh, but to also

speak truth to power, that despite
such perilous odds, recognize the
resiliency and highlight the immea-
surable positive contributions of our
proud people” said Patatian. “We
invite and encourage Armenian-
Americans and the Pasadena com-
munity at large to join us in this
effort and attend this important pub-
lic commemoration event.”

WHO: The Pasadena Armenian
Coalition

WHAT: Community Wide Com-
memoration of the 109th Year of the
Armenian Genocide

WHEN: Sunday, April 21st,
2024 at 3:00 PM

WHERE: The Pasadena Arme-
nian Genocide Memorial Monument

Located at The City of
Pasadena’s Memorial Park — 85 E.
Holly St. Pasadena, CA

One year later, an Armenian Church
was vandalized in Los Angeles. In
2023, anti-Armenian flyers were posted
across Glendale, California denying
the Armenian Genocide.

These incidents do not occur in a
vacuum. The City of Fresno must
investigate and apprehend those re-
sponsible for the intentional arson of
the Armenian cemetery.
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COMMUNITY WIDE
PUBLIC EVENT

PARCHER PLAZA LA AGC's ONE HOUR
APRIL24 [QRECEINN ONLINE SPECIAL
GLENDALE CITY HALL = Rl
—~lll

7:00 PM
613 E. BROADWAY, GLENDALE, CA

APRIL21 APRIL21 APRIL24 APRIL24
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 4:30PM 10:00 AM 12:00 PM

GNAZ CITY OF GLENDALE UACLA AYF

BLOOD DRIVE COMMEMORATION RELIGIOUS DEMONSTRATION
witH AMERICAN ALEX THEATRE CEREMONY & TURKISH

RED CROSS 216 N BRAND BLVD, PLACEMENT OF CONSULATE GENERAL

ARMENIAN CHURCH GLENDALE, CA FLOWERS IN LOS ANGELES
OF THE NAZARENE 8500 WILSHIRE BLVD

MONTEBELLO
411 EACACIAAVE. ARMENIAN GENOCIDE bt I,

GLENDALE, CA MONUMENT

N AL3C
(888)924 1915 P o mericn Gerocce




