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Momentum for the Establishment of Lasting
Peace is Real- Armenian Foreign Minister's
Interview to Al-Jazeera

Pashinyan and Blinken Discuss
Armenia-US Bilateral Relations and
Border Delimitation with Azerbaijan

DOHA -- During his official
visit to the State of Qatar on April
28-29, Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Armenia Ararat Mirzoyan gave an
interview to the leading news chan-
nel Al-Jazeera TV.

In the interview Minister
Mirzoyan spoke about the vision of
Armenia onreaching lasting peace in
the region, the process of normal-
ization of relations with Azerbaijan,
the “Crossroads of Peace” project,
developed by the Government of
Armenia, the situation around Gaza
and Armenia’s approaches for the
settlement of the conflict as well as

Armenia’s relations with Russia, the
EU and the U.S.

Aaddressing the question of
whether there are any obstacles in the
process of border delimitation and
implementation of the agreed principles,
Mirzoyan stated that the problem is
despite the fact that our leaders have
numerous times reconfirmed the mu-
tual recognition of territorial integrity
based on the Alma-Ata Declaration,
we see that our neighbors are still
reluctant to make concrete and strong
reference to the Alma-Ata Declaration

Continued on page4

Representatives Titus and Bilirakis
Spearhead Bill to Sanction Azerbaijan

WASHINGTON, DC — Accord-
ing to Congressional sources, a bipar-
tisan and bicameral group of lawmak-
ers, spearheaded by Rep. Dina Titus
(D-NV) and Rep. Gus Bilirakis (R-
FL), is poised to introduce the
Azerbaijan Sanctions Review Act,
marking the first time such legislation
has been proposed.

If passed, the bill would require
the Biden administration to assess,
within 180 days, whether the listed
Azerbaijani officials meet the criteria
for sanctions under current U.S. laws,

such as the Global Magnitsky Human
Rights Accountability Actand the State,
Foreign Operations, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act.

The proposed legislation targets
Azerbaijani officials who have actively
undermined the rule of law and human
rights, particularly regarding ethnic
Armenian civilians and Prisoners of
War. It highlights serious concerns
about the Aliyev government’s repres-
sion of domestic political opposition,

Continued on page 2

YEREVAN — U.S. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken had a telephone
call with Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan on the weekend.

The interlocutors discussed is-
sues related to the agenda of Armenia-
US bilateral relations, the April 5 meet-
ing in Brussels, as well as the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani peace process, it said.

Pashinyan expressed satisfaction
with the progressing Armenia-US bi-
lateral relations and also highlighted
the implementation of the agreements
reached in Brussels on April 5, stress-
ing that these agreements were ex-
pressed in the press release after the
meeting, and the meeting did not have
any secret agenda.

He also spoke positively about
the process of demarcation of the
Armenian-Azerbaijani state border,
emphasizing that the concerns of the
residents of Voskepar, Kirants and
Berkaber villages of Tavush marz are
understandable and everything will be
done to address these concerns.

The interlocutors stressed the

importance of the agreements reached
during the quadrilateral meeting in
Prague on October 6, 2022 in the
context of the Armenian-Azerbaijani
peace process. The recognition of each
other’s territorial integrity and sover-
eignty by Armenia and Azerbaijan on
the basis of the Alma-Ata Declaration,
as well as the implementation of the
delimitation and demarcation process
on the basis of the same declaration
pave the way for the signing of the
peace treaty between Armenia and
Azerbaijan.

The Crossroads of Peace project
was also discussed. Pashinyan once
again emphasized that it corresponds
to the agreements reached in Brussels
in July 2023 between the head of the
European Council Charles Michel,
President of Azerbaijan ITham Aliyev
and himself that regional communica-
tions should be opened on the basis of
sovereignty and jurisdiction of the
countries, on the principles of equality

Continued on page3

Hungary Blocking EU Military Aid
to Armenia

YEREVAN -- Hungary is block-
ing the European Union from provid-
ing modest military assistance to Ar-
menia, a diplomatic source told RFE/
RL’s Armenian Service on Tuesday.

After months of deliberations,
the 27-nation bloc moved earlier this
year to approve such “non-lethal” aid
from its European Peace Facility, a
special fund designed to boost EU
partners’ defense capacity.

A relevant draft document seen
by RFE/RL’s Armenian Service in mid-
April calls for 10 million euros (about
$11 million) to be provided to the
Armenian military over the next two-
and-a-half years. The money would
mainly be spent on creating a field
hospital and auxiliary facilities for a
battalion-size army unit. Its allocation
requires the unanimous backing of all
EU member states.

The European source that did not
want to be identified said Hungary has
for weeks been vetoing the decision
and demanding that similar aid also be
allocated to Azerbaijan. EU leaders are
considering meeting Budapest’s de-
mand in hopes of overcoming the dead-
lock, added the source.

In early April, Azerbaijani Presi-
dent Ilham Aliyev warned Western
powers against “arming Armenia,” in-
cluding through the European Peace
Facility. Aliyev has long maintained a
warm rapport with Hungarian Prime
Minister Viktor Orban.

Unlike other EU member states,
Hungary has openly supported
Azerbaijan in the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict. The Hungarian Foreign Min-
istry reaffirmed that support three days
after the outbreak of the 2020 Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani war in Karabakh.
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India Responds to Azerbaijan’s Criticism
Over Delivery of Weapons to Armenia

NEW DELHI — Indian Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
responded to Azerbaijan’s criticism over
the delivery of weapons to Armenia.

“We have good relations with
both Armenia and Azerbaijan, but apart
from that we have a policy to promote
defense exports,” Jaiswal said in a
press briefing.

Earlier, Azerbaijani President
Ilham Aliyev said that his country can-
not wait idly while France, India, and
Greece arm Armenia.

“We have good relations with
both Armenia and Azerbaijan, but apart
from that we have a policy to promote
defense exports,” Jaiswal said in a
press briefing.

Earlier, Azerbaijani President

Ilham Aliyev said that his country can-
not wait idly while France, India, and
Greece arm Armenia.

Armenia to Open Consulate General
in Tabriz, Iran

YEREVAN — Armenian gov-
ernment has decided to open Consu-
late General in Tabriz, Iran. The
issue of opening was included in the
agenda of the session of the Arme-
nian government’s package of non-
reportable issues.

In 2022, the Prime Minister of
the Republic of Armenia and the
President of the Islamic Republic of
Iran reached an agreement to in-
crease the trade turnover between
the two countries to $1 billion ini-
tially, and then to $3 billion. The
activities of Armenian Consulate
General in Tabriz can contribute to
the development of Armenia-Iran
economic relations, wrote in justifi-
cation.

Bes i o

“Based on the Memorandum of
Understanding “On establishing Con-
sulates General between the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs of the Repub-
lic of Armenia and the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran” signed by the Minis-
ters of Foreign Affairs of the Repub-
lic of Armenia and the Republic of
Iran on October 22, 2007. Since
October 2022, the Consulate Gen-
eral of the Islamic Republic of Iran
has been operating in the city of
Kapan and the establishment of the
Consulate General of the Republic of
Armenia in the city of Tabriz will
ensure the implementation of the
principle of reciprocity,” stated the
justification.

Representatives Titus and Bilirakis

Continued from page 1

especially in terms of the human
rights of Azerbaijanis, and its ongo-
ing actions toward Armenia and
Armenians.

“The detention, torture, and
mistreatment of opposition figures,
activists, and critics, such as Dr.
Gubad Ibadoghlu, a prominent
scholar with ties to the United
States, raise significant concerns
about due process and the integrity
of legal proceedings against dis-
senting voices in Azerbaijan,” the

draft bill states.

The Azerbaijan Sanctions Re-
view Act 0f 2024 cites Azerbaijan’s
military assault on Artsakh in Sep-
tember 2023, the 10-month block-
ade of the Lachin Corridor result-
ing in a humanitarian crisis, and the
ethnic cleansing of Artsakh Arme-
nians from the region. Additionally,
itcondemns Azerbaijan’s “continu-
ing detention, torture, extrajudicial
execution, and other serious human
rights violations against [Armenian]
prisoners of war and captured ci-
vilians.”

May 4, 2024

Christian Leaders Call on UK Government to
Recognize Armenian Genocide

LONDON - Christian leaders in
Britain have asked the UK Government
to formally recognize the Armenian
Genocide of 1915.

In a letter to Prime Minster Rishi
Sunak, Church heads said such an
official recognition is not merely sym-
bolic “but serves as a powerful state-
ment against atrocities and a step to-
ward preventing future acts of geno-
cide.”

The head writer of the document
was Armenian Bishop Hovakim
Manukyan, but it included several Or-
thodox and Anglican bishops, as well
as a Catholic member of the House of
Lords.

The letter reads:

Dear Prime Minister,

I am writing to you on the occa-
sion of the 109th anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide. On April 24th,
Armenians worldwide commemorate
this day, which has profoundly im-
pacted millions and continues to reso-
nate in our collective memory.

The United Kingdom has always
been at the forefront of defending
human rights and justice on the glo-
bal stage. Historical figures such as
former Prime Ministers David Lloyd
George and Sir Winston Churchill
have openly spoken about the massa-
cres of Armenians from 1915 to
1923, referring to them as “the holo-
causts of 1915”7 and the “clearance
of the Armenian race from Asia-
Minor,” respectively.

These acknowledgements from
your predecessors underscore the sig-
nificance of the events that transpired
and the importance of formally recog-
nizing them. In recent years, the global
community has made significant strides
in acknowledging historical injustices,
including key allies such as the United
States and several European nations
formally recognizing the Armenian
Genocide.

This recognition is not merely
symbolic but serves as a powerful
statement against atrocities and a step
toward preventing future acts of geno-
cide. Unfortunately, the atrocities com-
mitted against the Armenians over a
century ago in the Ottoman Empire
have yet again been repeated recently.
Following the 44-day devastating war
in Artsakh in the autumn of 2020, in
September 2023, Azerbaijan launched
a campaign which Raphael Lemkin,
who coined the term “genocide,” de-
fined as ” a coordinated plan of differ-

ent actions aiming at the destruction
of essential foundations of the life of
national groups, with the aim of

annihilating the groups them-
selves.””

The nine-month blockade of
Artsakh (known as Nagorno
Karabakh) was the beginning of such
a genocidal policy, culminating with a
military atrocity that resulted in the
ethnic cleansing of Armenians from
their ancestral homeland.

Today, as we witness ongoing
conflicts and challenges to interna-
tional law and human rights, the role
of historical truth in fostering peace
and justice has never been more criti-
cal. The United Kingdom’s formal
recognition ofthe Armenian Genocide
would send a strong message to the
world about our commitment to his-
torical truth and justice, transcending
political and economic interests.

Prime Minister, the Armenian
diaspora was formed not as a result of
natural migration but because our
people were forced to flee their his-
torical homeland; our people were
killed, raped, sent on death marches to
the Syrian deserts, and our churches
and homes were burnt and totally
destroyed. The same is happening
now. Today, the Azerbaijani govern-
ment, backed by Turkey, continues to
threaten Armenia, and exerts pressure
to gain control over more territories
within the sovereign territory of Ar-
menia.

I respectfully urge you and the
government to formally recognize the
Armenian Genocide. Such an act of
recognition would not only honor the
memory of those who suffered and
affirm justice but would also reaffirm
the UK’s commitment to upholding
human rights.

Recognition of the Armenian
Genocide by the UK would also send
a clear message to Turkey and
Azerbaijan to cease their aggression
against Armenia. Indeed, there is a
high risk that the actions of Turkey
and Azerbaijan would result in a new
war breaking out, adding a third con-
flict to a world already beset with
global uncertainty and wars in Ukraine
and the Middle East.

Thank you for considering this
significant and heartfelt request.

I look forward to your support
in making this recognition a reality,
as it would profoundly resonate with
all who cherish justice and histori-
cal truth.
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Community Unites to Commemorate
Armenian Genocide at Glendale City Hall

GLENDALE — A Community
Wide Public Event to commemorate
the Armenian Genocide took place at
Parcher Plaza, Glendale City Hall, on
April 24, 2024. Organized by the Ar-
menian Genocide Committee (AGC), a
coalition of over a dozen organiza-
tions, the event provided an opportu-
nity for the local community to honor
the victims of the Armenian Genocide
and pay tribute to those who lost their
lives defending the Republic of Arme-
nia and Artsakh.

The AGC is comprised of a cross-
section of the Armenian diaspora, in-
cluding religious, political, cultural,
athletic, and professional organizations
of the American Armenian commu-
nity. Over the past several months,

committee members met weekly to
plan commemorative events for this
year, showcasing their dedication to
preserving the memory of the Arme-
nian Genocide and fostering commu-
nity engagement.

The event began with the presen-
tation of the colors by the AGBU and
Homenetmen Scouts, followed by the
Merdinian School Student Choir per-
forming the national anthems of the
United States, Armenia, and Artsakh.
These performances set a respectful
and reflective tone for the gathering.

Krikor Moloyan Sevan Der
Bedrossian Levon Baronian

Krikor Moloyan delivered open-
ing remarks and called for a moment of
silence in remembrance of the victims

English Translation of Kadir Akin’s

»

“Armenian Revolutionary Paramaz

Published

Kadir Akin

Armenian Revolutionary

Paramaz

Armenian Socialists from Abdiilhamid to the
Committee of Union and Progress and Genocide

GLENDALE — Massis Publish-
ing is pleased to announce the transla-
tion and publication of Kadir Akin’s
“Armenian Revolutionary Paramaz”

The book was first made avail-
able to coincide with the US premiere
of Mr. Akin’s documentary “RED” on
April 18,2024, in Southern California,
which is based on the book.

“Armenian  Revolutionary
Paramaz” delves into the historical
conditions and political environment
that led to the Armenian Genocide,
drawing from memories, documents,
and studies from that era, focusing
particularly on Paramaz and his com-
rades. The mass arrest of Hunchakian
activists in 1914 and the speedy trial
and execution of the 20 can be viewed

N
n

as the starting point of the Armenian
Genocide.

Furthermore, the book explores
the thoughts, plight, and ideology of
the Social Democrat Hunchakian Party
within the context of their outlook and
relationship with other contemporary
Armenian political parties as well as
the Turkish Committee of Union and
Progress. It sheds light on the dynam-
ics between these groups and their
roles in the events leading up to the
genocide, providing a deeper under-
standing of the historical context sur-
rounding the tragedy.

The book can be ordered by
emailing info@MassisPublishing.org or
through Amazon.com starting in May
2024.

of the Armenian Genocide and those
who defended the Republic of Arme-
nia and Artsakh. His words highlighted
the solemn nature of the occasion and
offered hope for a brighter
future.Sevan Der Bedrosian addressed
the audience in Armenian on behalf of
the AGC, sharing perspectives that
provided historical and cultural con-
text. Levon Baronian spoke in English
on behalfofthe AGC, offering thought-
ful insights into the significance of the
event for the Armenian community.

Mayor Elen Asatryan welcomed
everyone on behalf of the city of Glen-
dale and invited City Councilmembers
Ara Najarian, Vartan Gharpetian, and
Dan Brotman to the stage. Their par-
ticipation underscored the city’s on-
going support for the Armenian com-
munity and its commitment to recog-
nizing the importance of the com-
memoration.

Congressman Adam Schiff de-
livered a speech emphasizing the sig-
nificance of acknowledging historical
events such as the Armenian Geno-

May 4, 2024

ticularly related to the experiences of
Armenia and Artsakh. Her involve-
ment in various international investiga-
tive delegations and trial observation
missions, coupled with her co-found-
ing of the Lemkin Institute for Geno-
cide Prevention, provided the audience
with a nuanced understanding of the
Armenian Genocide from historical,
legal, and cultural perspectives.
Overall, the event at Parcher Plaza
was a thoughtful and respectful com-
memoration organized by the AGC
that brought the community together
in remembrance of the past. Through
the program’s speeches and perfor-
mances, attendees were reminded of
the resilience and strength of the Ar-
menian people and the importance of
educating future generations about the
events of the Armenian Genocide.
The participating organizations
in the AGC include the Western Dio-
cese of the Armenian Church of North
America, Western Prelacy of the Ar-
menian Apostolic Church, Armenian
Catholic Eparchy of Our Lady of Nareg

cide. He also presented Mayor Asatryan
with a flag flown on Capitol Hill on
April 24, a symbolic gesture that hon-
ored the victims and demonstrated
respect for the Armenian community.

Congressman Adam Schiff Pro-
fessor Irene Massimino

The event’s keynote speaker, Pro-
fessor Irene Massimino, is a lawyer
specializing in international criminal
law and human rights law. She teaches
at the Indiana University School of
Law and has served as Rapporteur of
the High Criminal Court of Buenos
Aires Province, Argentina. Massimino
actively works in the fields of internal
and international conflicts, human
rights violations, and genocide, par-

in the United States and Canada, Arme-
nian Evangelical Union of North
America, Armenian Revolutionary Fed-
eration, Armenian Democratic Liberal
Party, Social Democrat Hunchakian
Party, Armenian General Benevolent
Union Western Region, Armenian Re-
lief Society Western USA, Armenian
Assembly of America, Armenian Na-
tional Committee of America Western
Region, Armenian Council of America,
Homenetmen Western USA Region,
Homenmen Athletic Association USA
Region, Armenian Youth Federation,
Gaidz Youth Organization, Armenian
Bar Association, Organization of
Istanbul Armenians, and Southern Cali-
fornia Armenian Democrats.

Pashinyan and Blinken Discuss

Continued from page 1

and reciprocity. These agreements are
reflected in Michel’s statement fol-
lowing the above-mentioned meeting.

The U.S. State Department said
in a press release that Secretary of
State Antony J. Blinken spoke with
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan to reaffirm U.S. support for
progress between Armenia and
Azerbaijan on a durable and dignified
peace agreement.

Secretary Blinken reiterated that
the United States welcomes Armenia
and Azerbaijan agreement to use the
Alma Ata Declaration as a basis for
border delimitation. Secretary Blinken
noted ongoing U.S. efforts to support
Armenia’s sovereignty and territorial

integrity, and for Prime Minister
Pashinyan’s vision for a prosperous,
democratic, and independent future
for Armenia.

Secretary of State Antony J.
Blinken also spoke by phone with
Azerbaijani President [lham Aliyev. The
Secretary commended President Aliyev
for last week’s announcement that
Armenia and Azerbaijan agreed to use
the 1991 Alma Ata declaration as the
basis for border delimitation and em-
phasized its importance to the two
sides concluding a durable and digni-
fied peace.

The Secretary urged President
Aliyev to keep up the momentum with
his Armenian counterpart, reiterating
U.S. willingness to support those ef-
forts.
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Fresno Hosts Kadir Akin’s Documentary
Film RED

FRESNO — On Friday, April 19,
2024, Fresno hosted the film RED, an
official selection of 2018 The Pome-
granate Film Festival in Toronto, and
the crowd gathered had the opportu-
nity to hear from the producer and
director Mr. Kadir Akin as well as Mr.
Garo Paylan, both founding members
of the People’s Democratic Party
(HDP) and leading democracy activ-
ists in Turkey. This event was made
possible by the support of the Arme-
nian Cultural Conservancy of Fresno
and Massis Publishing.

The documentary film RED,
based on the book written by Mr. Akin,
Armenian Revolutionary Paramaz: Ar-
menian Socialists and Genocide from
Abdul Hamid to [the Committee of
Union and Progress], examines the
statements, ideas, and actions of
Mattteos “Paramaz” Sarkissian, aleader
of the Social Democrat Hunchakian
Party (est. 1897), along with the Ar-
menian Question in the Ottoman Em-
pire and the subsequent Armenian
Genocide. Akin is also author of The
Crisis of Socialism: Unity and Re-

facing trial in 1897:

“Our demand is to live on equal
terms with Armenians, Turks, Kurds,
Greeks, Alevis, Laz, Yazidis, Syriacs,
Arabs and Copts. As arevolutionary, I
believe we will achieve this goal. (...)
We are not nationalists; we are not
guided by the motivation of ‘nation-
building.” We are friends of the people,
not chauvinistic nationalists. We know
that a nationalist rule will maintain the
same order. Our demand is that all
inhabitants of Armenia, Armenians,
Kurds, Turks, Arabs, Laz, Circassians,
Assyrians, Yazidis and Mitrib elect
their own rulers by their own will and
vote. We demand this future for all
inhabitants of Armenia, for all Otto-
man peoples.”

Through the written word and
the film Red, Akin, who himself was
imprisoned from 1982 to 1988 follow-
ing the September 12th coup in Turkey
in 1980, unearths the origins of the
socialist movement in Turkey led by
Armenian intellectuals and deputies as
members of the Chamber of Deputies
of'the Ottoman Empire during the Sec-
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establishment and In the Trail of Hid-
den History: Modernization in the Ot-
toman Empire, Constitution, Roots of
Socialism, and Armenian Deputies.

Following the 1908 revolution,
the Parliament was reopened with elec-
tions of 288 members, including 147
Turks (including some Kurds), 60 Ar-
abs, 27 Albanians, 26 Greeks, 14 Ar-
menians, 10 Slavs, and 4 Jews. Two
representatives from the Armenian
Revolutionary Federation (ARF), one
from the Thessaloniki Socialist Work-
ers’ Federation (SSIF), and one from
the Social Democrat Hunchak Party
(SDHP) started a “socilalist deputies”
caucus. These deputies spoke of the
need to co-exist and fought for work-
ers’ rights, unions, women’s rights,
decentralized government. These depu-
ties dreamed of creating a more har-
monious society.

Akin expressed excitement when
he firstread Paramaz’s internationalist
political perspective expressed during
his defense at the Van Court while

ond Constitutional Monarchy (1908-
1915). As a researcher and journalist,
Akin challenges both the nationalistic/
‘right-wing’ and alternative/’left-wing’
accounts of the past by shedding light
on the pivotal contributions of Arme-
nian, Greek, Jewish, and Bulgarian
revolutionaries in the emergence of
socialist politics in the late Ottoman
era.

These Armenian intellectuals ad-
vocated for revolutionary ideas, in-
cluding addressing the poverty brought
by the economic destruction during
the reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid, the
1908 Workers’ Strikes, women’s
rights, freedom of the press, and the
demands of the Christian peoples of
the Empire. From the floor of the
Ottoman Turkish Parliament, Depu-
ties Vahan Papazyan of Van (above
left) spoke out on education policies
(May 8, 1911), Vartkes Serengulyan
of Erzerum (above center) defended
laborers’ rights against the capitalist
class, and Hampartzoum Boyadjian of

Adana (above right) spoke about work-
ers’ unions and fraternity.

Garo Paylan, who served for two
consecutive terms—2015-18 & 2018—
23—in the Grand National Assembly
of Turkey representing Istanbul and
Diyarbekir, expressed his personal
thanks to Kadir Akin for uncovering
the history of these progressive voices
which “can break down the prejduces
and bring unity across different ethnic
groups in Turkey today as we struggle
for a multicultural, democratic, and
more equal society.”

Dr. Jendian asked if any mem-
bers of the audience knew about these
stories, and not a single hand raised
(including his own): “Thank you, Mr.
Akin, for raising our collective aware-
ness of our own history. This history
is both important and personal to me,

May 4, 2024

Paylan faced 2 indictments, including
“defaming Turkey and the Turkish state”
and “insulting Turkishness” for his com-
ments referring to the 1915 Armenian
genocide from the podium of the Turk-
ish parliament.

More recently, in September
2023, Turkey’s oldest film festival
was canceled amid controversy sur-
rounding a politically sensitive docu-
mentary about the aftermath of a 2016
coup attempt against the Turkish gov-
ernment and President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan. The mayor of the city of
Antalya announced the cancellation of
the city’s Golden Orange Film Festival
after the Turkish Culture and Tourism
Ministry withdrew its support for the
event because of the film “Kanun
Hitkmii” or “Decree,” a documentary
which focuses on the hardships of a

as my own grandfather, identified with
the Social Democratic Hunchakian
party. Both you and Mr. Paylan have
been living examples of courage, being
willing to speak truth to power in a
country where doing so could lead to
imprisonment.”

Article 301 of the Turkish Penal
Code, effective as of June 1, 2005,
makes it a criminal offense to insult
Turkey, the Turkish nation, Turkish
government institutions, or Turkish
national heroes, punishable by impris-
onment from 6 months to 2 years. In
October 2011, sociologist Taner Ak¢am
won a judgment in the European Court
of Human Rights, which ruled that the
Turkish laws against “denigrating
Turkishness” were a violation of free-
dom of expression. Yet, in 2018, Garo

teacher and a doctor who were dis-
missed from their jobs following an
attempted coup in Turkey on July 15,
2016.

Paylan concluded the evening,
reminding the audience that, whether
we are discussing the Ottoman Empire
of 1915 or the modern-day govern-
ment of Azerbaijan, the Russian gov-
ernment under Putin or the United
States, “governments do not have
morals; they have interests.” Even the
future of the Republic of Armenia
rests on that understanding and sug-
gests possible courses of action. It’s
also up to the people to organize and
speak up for justice—across ethnic
lines and national boundaries—as pub-
lic pressure creates the political will
for leaders to do right by the people.

Momentum for the Establishment

Continued frompage 1

in the draft of the peace treaty, a more
comprehensive document which is
going to be signed by the two coun-
tries.

"As soon as we come to an agree-
ment on this issue in the context of a
peace agreement, we will get very
close.

There are a couple of other is-
sues, for instance, the unblocking of
the regional transport infrastructure,
which is also being discussed. In this
context it is important to know that
Armenia is not only ready but is inter-
ested in becoming a part of interna-
tional transit routes that is why our
Government came up with the initia-
tive of Crossroads of Peace. We
believe that if this unblocking takes

place, it will not only be beneficial in
terms of economic prosperity for the
countries of the region but also will
become a significant factor of peace in
the region.

So we are ready to unblock all
the regional transport infrastructure,
mainly with Azerbaijan, but also with
Turkey, understanding that this
project will help to connect East to
West, North to South, and if this is
implemented this will be another in-
teresting way to connect the Gulf
countries with Black Sea economic
region. According to this concept,
unblocking should take place with
the full respect of the sovereignty
and jurisdiction of the countries, but
also according to the principles of
equality and reciprocity,” the Arme-
nian FM emphasized.

www.massispost.com
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