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Democracy a Strategy for Armenia:
PM Pashinyan Participates in Copenhagen
Democracy Summit

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
participated in the “Copenhagen De-
mocracy Summit”. The Prime Minis-
ter made a speech and answered sev-
eral questions at the discussion on
“From the frontline: Armenia’s de-
fense of democracy.”

In his speech, Nikol Pashinyan
noted,

“Dear participants of the
Copenhagen Democracy Summit,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my honor and privilege to
have this opportunity to share with
you the challenges that Armenian de-
mocracy is facing. The good news is
that democracy has indeed become a
reality in Armenia, but what has
changed for the citizens of Armenia by
real democracy.

Beforethe 2018’s Velvet Revolu-
tion, in our country massive electoral

Continued on page4

Armenian President Vahagn Khachaturian
Received a Delegation of the Central
Committee of the Social Democrat
Hunchakian Party

BEVERLY HILLS — President
of the Republic of Armenia Vahagn
Khachaturian hosted members of the
Central Committee of the Social Demo-
cratic Hunchakian Party (SDHP), led
by Chairman Hambik Sarafian, at his
hotelin Los Angeles. Expressing grati-
tude for their dedication to national
matters, President Khachaturian en-
gaged in discussions about regional
dynamics and Armenia’s internal af-
fairs.

Addressing inquiries, President

Khachaturian elaborated on the ongo-
ing border demarcation process with
Azerbaijan, emphasizing adherence to
principles of mutual understanding and
territorial integrity. He underscored
the Armenian government’s commit-
ment to fostering harmonious relations
with neighboring states.
Conversations also touched upon
the agenda of cooperation between
Armenia and the United States, high-

Continued on page4

The SDHP Central Committee Statement
Regarding the Internal Situation of Armenia

The Central Committee of the So-
cial Democrat Hunchakian Party ex-
presses its deep concern regarding the
recent developments in Armenia, par-
ticularly about the role assumed by the
Armenian Apostolic Church in the
“Tavush for the Motherland” move-
ment.

While we do not share the
movement’s slogans and the goals, we
firmly believe in and advocate for the
fundamental rights in freedom of speech, freedom of thought and assembly
of every citizen of Armenia. However, it is disheartening and unacceptable
that the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin has allowed itself to be drawn into
political processes and openly sponsor and lead the said movement.

Moreover, for the first time, several primates of dioceses of the
Armenian Apostolic church in the diaspora have been directed to release
statements in support of the movement, needlessly transporting the unpleas-
ant political environment within Armenia into the diaspora. The latter is not
only a threat to the church’s reputation but also unnecessarily jeopardizes the
communal cohesiveness and tranquility of the Diaspora, with all its future
negative consequences.

As apolitical party that has unconditionally supported the Mother See of
Holy Etchmiadzin, we regret to record the fact that the pillar of the spiritual
and national values of all Armenians that at this fateful juncture for the
motherland is called upon to be a force that unites and mobilizes all Armenians
has instead become an accomplice to yet another attempt for a regime change.

On the other hand, it is our belief that despite the seemingly favorable
start of the delimitation and demarcation process toward Azerbaijan, the
preliminary agreements reached between the parties and the lack of any other
satisfactory alternative make even the faintest prospect of peace preferable to
that of a new war.

On behalf of the Hunchakian Party, we once again call upon all political
forces to rally around the Armenian state, setting aside all internal disagree-
ments and party interests in order to unitedly withstand the external threats
and challenges.

Social Democrat Hunchakian Party
Central Committee

President Vahagn Khachaturyan Meets with
California Governor Gavin Newsom

SACRAMENTO — On a work-  nity, which is mostly represented in

ing visitto the US, Armenian President
Vahagn Khachaturyan met with Cali-
fornia Governor Gavin Newsom in
Sacramento.

The sides highly appreciated the
close and multi-layered three-decade
cooperation between Armenia and
California in all directions. It was em-
phasized that the Armenian commu-

California, has its own role in Arme-
nian-Americanrelations.

President Vahagn Khachaturyan
emphasized that the multi-sectoral co-
operation with the US, and in particu-
lar with the state of California, is of
special importance for Armenia in a

Continued on page4



Putin and Pashinyan Meet in Moscow

MOSCOW — Russian-Armenian
relations are “developing very suc-
cessfully,” Russia’s President Vladimir
Putin said late on Wednesday when he
met with Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
in Moscow.

Putin pointed to Russia’s soaring
trade with Armenia in his opening re-
marks at the talks held following a Eur-
asian Economic Union (EEU) summit.

“Armenia’s trade with the [other
countries of the] Eurasian Economic
Union has increased 14 times [since
2015,]” he said. “As for bilateral rela-
tions, they are also developing very
successfully. We always first of all
pay attention to economic coopera-
tion.”

Russian-Armenian trade, he went
on, reached arecord level of more than
$7 billion last year. Its rapid growth

was driven in large measure by
Armenia’s re-export of Western-manu-
factured goods to Russia.

“Obviously there are issues re-
lated to not only to the rising trade.
There are issues concerning security
in the region. We won’t talk about
them in detail in an open format now.
But this is an opportunity to talk about
the whole scope of our relations, in-
cluding regional security issues, on the
sidelines of the EEU meeting,” added
Putin.

“We last met in December last
year. Since then, issues that need to be
discussed have accumulated,”
Pashinyan said, for his part.

The tete-a-tete meeting contin-
ued behind the closed doors. No con-
crete agreements were announced by
the two sides right after it.

Russia Starts Withdrawing Troops and
Military Posts from Armenian-Azeri Border

YEREVAN — Russia started
withdrawing its troops and border
guards from Armenia’s border with
Azerbaijan, it was announced on Thurs-
day hours after Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan’s talks with Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin.

Russia first sent them to
Armenia’s southeastern Syunik prov-
ince during and after the 2020 war in
Nagorno-Karabakh. The move re-
quested by Pashinyan’s government
was aimed at helping the Armenian
military defend the strategic region
against possible Azerbaijani attacks.
Russian military personnel were sub-
sequently deployed to four other Ar-
menian provinces bordering Azerbaijan
that included Tavush, Vayots Dzor,
Gegharkunik, Ararat.

Hayk Konjoryan, the parliamen-
tary leader of Armenia’s ruling Civil
Contract party, said all of them will be

ssssss

withdrawn from the border areas un-
der a Russian-Armenian agreement
reached “at the highest level.” In a
Facebook post, he said the agreement
also confirmed the impending removal
of a small number of Russian border
guards from Yerevan’s Zvartnots in-
ternational airport.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov confirmed that Putin and
Pashinyan reached such an agreement
when they met in Moscow on Wednes-
day night to discuss unprecedented
tensions between their nations.

Citing another “request of the
Armenian side,” Peskov also said that
Russian border guards will remain sta-
tioned along Armenia’s borders with
Turkey and Iran.

Pashinyan announced on March
12 that his government has given Mos-
cow until August 1 to withdraw the
border guards from Zvartnots.
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Armenian Government to Build New
Highway Leading to Iran Border

YEREVN — The Armenian gov-
ernment announced on Wednesday that
it will borrow 236 million euros ($254
million) from the European Bank of
Reconstruction and Development
(EBRD) to build a 24-kilometer section
of a new highway leading to the Ira-
nian border.

The planned 60-kilometer road
will be constructed in the southeastern
Syunik province bordering Iran. It will
connect the provincial towns of Sisian
and Kajaran through a much shorter
route. This will in turn shorten travel
time between the two neighboring
countries.

The new Sisian-Kajaran road is
to be cut through mountainous terrain.
Hence, the high cost of its construc-
tion.

Work on the road’s first, south-
ern section, which will be financed by

the EBRD loan, is slated for comple-
tion in 2032. The government did not
say when it will start building the two
other road sections that include a 9-
kilometer tunnel.

Last October, the government
awarded a $215 million contact to a
consortium of two Iranian companies
toupgrade a 32-kilometer road stretch-
ing from the Armenian-Iranian border
to the Kajaran mountain pass, the high-
est in Armenia. About two-thirds of
theroad is to be expanded and modern-
ized while the remaining 11 kilometers
will be built from scratch over the next
three years.

The contract was signed in
Yeevan in the presence of Iran’s Min-
ister of Roads and Urban Development
Mehrzad Bazrpash. The latter thus
underscored its geopolitical signifi-
cance for Tehran.

OSCE will Support Armenia and Azerbaijan
in Peace Efforts, Chairman-in-Office Says

Achieving sustainable and com-
prehensive peace between Armenia and
Azerbaijan is one of the priorities of the
OSCE, OSCE Chairman-in-Office,
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade
of the Republic of Malta, Ian Borg,
said at a press conference in Yerevan
alongside Armenian Foreign Minister
Ararat Mirzoyan.

“Dialogue and diplomacy is the
only way. We are convinced that con-
structive dialogue between equals
guided by pragmatism and honesty, is
indispensable for achieving a compre-
hensive and lasting settlement,” he said.

“The advances made on delimita-
tion of the border are definitely valu-
able steps on that path. Tomorrow in
Baku, I will convey these messages to
my Azerbaijani interlocutors and call
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forareliable and stable commitment in
the negotiations,” said the OSCE Chair.
He emphasized that “after de-
cades of conflict it is imperative for
the people of Armenia and Azerbaijan
to finally achieve peace, security, and
prosperity they deserve,” he added.
“As OSCE we stand ready to
engage more,” lan Borg said. “At the
same time, we continue to support or
national and international initiatives that
create a positive momentum and pro-
duce tangible results to effectively
overcome the conflict,” he added.
“We will support Armenia and
Azerbaijan so that they can reach a
comprehensive and stable peace agree-
ment. We are aware that both coun-
tries prefer to resolve issues bilater-
ally, and we support this,” Borg said.
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UN Committee Against Torture
Issues Findings on Azerbaijan and
Mistreatment of Armenians

\
)

A/

GENEVA — On May 10, 2024,
the United Nations Committee Against
Torture released its Concluding Ob-
servations following its fifth periodic
review of Azerbaijan. The advance
unedited version of the Observations
are available for download here.

The Committee monitors States’
compliance with the 1984 Convention
against Torture and other Cruel, Inhu-
man or Degrading Treatment or Pun-
ishment. If it determines that a State is
notmeeting its legal obligations, it will
issue suggestions and recommenda-
tions to the State to achieve compli-
ance. [ts previous review of Azerbaijan
took place in 2015.

Civil society groups had the right
to make written submissions to the
Committee, and present orally to the
Committee at the U.N. Palais Wilson in
Genevaon April 22. The Armenian Bar
Association did both, in coordination
with other Armenian groups. Then, on
April 23 and 24, the Committee en-
gaged in a six-hour dialogue with
Azerbaijan’s State representatives —
and its questioning was based in large
part on the ABA’s and other groups’
submissions.

Committee Findings

In its Concluding Observations
(paras. 22-25), the Committee made
significantand targeted findings against
Azerbaijan’s conduct towards ethnic
Armenians.

Perhaps most importantly, refer-
ring to the “conflict in Nagorno-
Karabakh,” the Committee expressed
its “deep concern regarding
[Azerbaijan’s] conduct of what it de-
scribes as anti-terrorism operations,”
in other words the military action by
which Azerbaijan ethnically cleansed
Nagorno-Karabakh on September 19-
20, 2023. The Committee’s concern
extended to “the continued detention
of what [Azerbaijan] describes as 23
individuals in connection with terror-
ism,” referring to the detained former
Nagorno-Karabakh leaders.

The Committee also noted “the
effect that discriminatory statements
made by high-level officials and dis-
seminated in both online and offline
media may havein creating an environ-
ment that greatly increases the likeli-
hood of the commission of violence
against persons of Armenian national
or ethnic origin and other minority
groups.”

The Committee furthermore ac-
knowledged reports of “extrajudicial

COMMITTEE
AGAINST TORTURE
UNITED NATIONS

killings, torture and other ill-treatment”
against ethnic Armenians, and “the
recording and dissemination of videos
that appear to depict horrifying acts
involving beheadings of live individu-
als, desecration and mutilation of
corpses, and acknowledgment on-cam-
era by the perpetrators of responsibil-
ity for such abuses in a manner that
strongly suggests they did not fear
being held accountable.” And — based
on Azerbaijan’s own responses during
the dialogue — only five individuals
have been prosecuted, but “none of the
sentences imposed in those cases were
for extrajudicial killings, torture or ill-
treatment, and no sentence required
the imprisonment of any offender.”

Committee Recommendations

The Committee emphasized that
“the prohibition of torture is non-
derogable, that no exceptional circum-
stances whatsoever, whether a state
of war or a threat of war” can justify
it.

It recommended that Azerbaijan
“make clear at the highest levels that
any violations of international humani-
tarian law and human rights law re-
lated to the conflict in the region, or
otherwise related to the treatment of
ethnic or national Armenians, are to-
tally unacceptable,” and that Azerbaijan
promptly conduct full and impartial
investigations into allegations of extra-
judicial executions, torture and ill-treat-
ment against ethnic Armenians.

It recommended that Azerbaijan
fully apply international law concern-
ing the immunity and release of com-
batants.

It recommended that Azerbaijan
join the International Criminal Court.

Finally, it stated that “[ Azerbaijan]
should publicly condemn hate speech,
threats and attacks against persons of
Armenian national or ethnic origin and
all other minority groups, at the high-
est levels, and refrain from endorsing,
through action or omission, such
threats and attacks.”

Conclusion and Significance

The Committee’s findings con-
firm the fact of official hatred in
Azerbaijan against ethnic Armenians,
which manifests itself in torture and
impunity for torture. This establishes
at the highest international level that
once the displaced residents of
Nagorno-Karabakh return to the terri-
tory, they cannot be directly subject to
Azerbaijan’s authority.
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Azerbaijanis Completely Destroy St.
Ascension Church in Berdzor

BERDZOR, ARTSAKH — The
latest satellite images show that
Azerbaijan has completely destroyed
the St. Ascension Church in Berdzor,
the Research on Armenian Architec-
ture NGO informs.

Construction of the church
started in 1996. The new domed church
built of finely processed basalt was
anointed on 31 May 1998.

The destruction of St. Ascension
(St. Hambardzum) Church in Berdzor
is yet another act of vandalism by
Azerbaijan, aimed at the eradication of
Armenian cultural heritage, “Geghard”
scientific and analytical foundation said
in a statement.

“On May 11, 2024, a satellite
image published on the Internet clearly
showed that Azerbaijan had completely
destroyed the St. Ascension (St.
Hambardzum) Church in Berdzor. This
is another act of vandalism — a typical
behavior for Azerbaijan, where one of
the primary aims is the eradication of
Armenian cultural heritage in the oc-
cupied territories.

“This is cultural genocide, which
is characterized by deliberate disre-
gard or destruction of the cultural
values of an ethno-religious or reli-
gious group and is one of the actions
associated with genocide. The objec-
tive is to establish that this group never
lived in the designated area and had no

cultural presence there,” the Founda-
tion said.

“Geghard” scientific and analyti-
cal foundation reminds that back in
2022, Azerbaijan’s “Public Organiza-
tion for the Protection of Monuments”
prop?sed converting the Surb
Hambardzum Church in Berdzor into a
mosque.

“It is important to note that
Azerbaijan’s state policy, under the
dictatorial leadership of Aliyev, has
openly declared its intention to con-
tinue the destruction of Armenian heri-
tage built over the past thirty years.
The most evident instance of this was
the photograph shown by BBC News
on March 25,2021, depicting the com-
plete destruction of the St. Astvatsatsin
Church in Mekhakavan, built in 2013.
(https://www.bbc.com/news/av/
world-europe-56530604).

“Thus, with the tacit consent of
the civilized world, the Armenian cul-
tural heritage in the territory of Artsakh
is gradually being destroyed. There is
little doubt that Azerbaijan will com-
plete its planned cultural genocide, as
evidenced by the events in Nakhijevan
and other territories under its control.

“Geghard” Scientific and Ana-
lytical Foundation strongly condemns
yet another act of vandalism by the
state of Azerbaijan,” the statement
reads.

EBRD and InecoBank Bolster
Science Innovation Hub in Yerevan

YEREVAN -- The European Bank
for Reconstruction and Development
(EBRD) and InecoBank CJSC are join-
ing forces to bolster the development
of the EU TUMO Convergence Centre
for Engineering and Applied Science in
Yerevan. This partnership includes a
shared financing of €14.5 million, with
the EBRD contributing €7.25 million.

The funds will ignite the develop-
ment of a multifaceted complex de-
signed to serve as a cutting-edge inno-
vation hub equipped with state-of-the-
art facilities for engineering and ap-
plied sciences, fostering innovation
and economic growth in Armenia.

The total project budget of €30
million, in parallel co-financed by the
EU Delegation to Armenia and TUMO,
isaunique STEM hub, designed by the
world-renowned Dutch architecture
firm MVRDV. It will focus on spark-
ing innovation and closing the gap

between academia and industry
through its original learning and re-
search programs such as TUMO Labs
and 42 Yerevan coding school. The
Convergence Center’s flagship build-
ing will be a horizontal skyscraper
incorporating educational space, con-
ference halls and exhibition/event ven-
ues, coworking areas, and training
facilities to meet the diverse needs of
both individuals and enterprises, as
well as working and retail facilities.

With support from the Global
Environment Facility, the centre will
integrate innovative green investments
and energy management solutions, in-
cluding PV panels, high-performance
facade glazing, and smart climate con-
trol systems, thereby contributing to
enhanced energy efficiency and envi-
ronmental sustainability.

Continued on page 4



GLENDALE, CA — The Arme-
nian Engineers and Scientists Associa-
tion (AESA) proudly announces the
appointment of its President, Linda
Megerdichian, as acommittee member
for the Glendale City Charter Review
Committee.

The Glendale City Charter Re-
view Committee will meet regularly to
review documents on outdated pieces
of the City’s “rulebook” (Charter) and
provide recommendations for changes
that should be made. All recommenda-
tions will then be presented to the City
Council and if approved, go on the
ballot for the community to consider.
This process will ensure that the City’s
Charter remains relevant and respon-
sive to the evolving needs of the com-
munity.

This prestigious appointment by
the Glendale City Council underscores
Megerdichian’s dedication to commu-
nity service and her commitment to
fostering positive change within the
city of Glendale. “I am deeply honored
to have been selected as a committee
member for the Glendale City Charter
Review Committee,” said
Megerdichian. “I am committed to
working collaboratively with my fel-
low committee members to ensure
that the city’s charter reflects the val-
ues and aspirations of our diverse com-
munity.”

As President of AESA, Linda
Megerdichian has demonstrated ex-

Massis Weekly

AESA President Linda Megerdichian
Appointed to Glendale City Charter
Review Committee

emplary leadership, guiding the orga-
nization in its mission to become the
platform to enable and empower the
Armenian STEM community world-
wide by facilitating progress through
STEM education, research, humani-
tarian initiatives, collaboration, and
development. Linda earned her Master
of Science in Electrical Engineering
with a minor in Digital Engineering
from California State University
Northridge (CSUN). With 8 years of
experience as a Hardware Engineer,
she also teaches part-time at CSUN
and serves as an advisory board mem-
ber for Pierce College Electronics and
UC Riverside Women in Leadership
Programs for the past 4 years.

President Vahagn Khachaturyan Meets

Continued from page 1

number of ways,

The President noted that the high-
tech sector has significantly strength-
ened its position in the Armenian
economy in recent years, and since a
number of the largest companies in
that field are represented in California,
“Silicon Valley”, there is a need to
promote cooperation between Arme-
nia and California.

Governor Gavin Newsom was
interested in the developments of
Armenia’s economic policy in recent
years, and particularly in the measures
implemented by the state during the
Covid pandemic and the period follow-
ing the pandemic.

President Vahagn Khachaturyan
noted that in the conditions of the pan-
demic crisis, the Armenian government
implemented a number of steps that en-
abled the country’s economy to quickly
recover in the post-covid period.

The President stressed that the
implementation of such programs be-
came possible as a result of demo-
cratic reforms and strengthening of
democratic institutions implemented
in the political and economic life of

Armenia in recent years. In this con-
text, Vahagn Khachaturyan also
thanked the US senior leadership for
the support provided to Armenia in
strengthening democracy and imple-
menting democratic reforms.

During the conversation, the par-
ties exchanged thoughts on regional
and global developments and existing
challenges. Both sides emphasized the
importance of settling the hot conflicts
through peaceful negotiation and find-
ing solutions.

Referring to the regional realities
of the South Caucasus and the prin-
ciples of Armenia’s foreign policy,
President Vahagn Khachaturyan reaf-
firmed Armenia’s determination and
unequivocal position to build good-
neighborly relations with its neigh-
bors, an expression of which is the
border delimitation process currently
being carried out for the first time
between Armenia and Azerbaijan.

At the end of the meeting, Presi-
dent Vahagn Khachaturyan invited
Governor Gavin Newsom to visit Ar-
menia any time convenient to him,
which will be an additional incentive
for the expansion of cooperation be-
tween Armenia and California.

EBRD and InecoBank Bolster

Continued from page 3

The financial package will also
be complemented with technical co-

operation to help Armenian refugees
integrate into the labour market, as
part of the EBRD’s Refugee Crisis
Response.

May 18, 2024

Democracy a Strategy for Armenia

Continued from page 1

frauds were the usual companion of
elections. There was no trust among
the citizens that there is a real chance
for them to elect and form the parlia-
ment and government.

Now the situation is totally dif-
ferent; citizens know that they are
powerful enough to decide. The two
general elections that were held in
Armenia after the Velvet Revolution
have been acknowledged as demo-
cratic, free and competitive both by
the Armenian society and the interna-
tional community.

Armenia made huge progress in
strengthening the democratic institu-
tions. An achievement which is very
well reflected in various reputable de-
mocracy indexes. Now we are the
43rd in the Reporters without borders’
Freedom of Speech index, compared
to 79th place in 2017. Categorized as
having partially free internetin 2017 by
Freedom House, now we enjoy the
status of a country with free internet.
In the Transparency International’s
Corruption’s perception index, Arme-
nia is now at the 62 place instead of
107th in 2017. In the Economist Intel-
ligence Unit’s democracy index now
we are 84th compared to 111th in
2017.

In order to asses this progress
it’s essential to note that alongside
democratic reforms, Armenia has been
contending with external security chal-
lenges. 44-days war in Nagorno-
Karabakh, invasion of Azerbaijani
troops into sovereign territories of
Armenia in 2021 and 2022 and occu-
pation of more than 200 square kilo-
meters of Armenian territories with
the indifference and inaction of Col-
lective Security Treaty Organization
(CSTO), the forced displacement of
more than 100 000 Armenians from
Nagorno-Karabakh have casted
doubts among Armenian citizens,
weather democracy is the right
choice or maybe democracy means
less security?

So, democracy needs to prove
its efficiency while dealing with se-
curity, economic and humanitarian
challenges.

And we hope to see Global De-
mocracy standing by us in address-
ing all those challenges. We are
pleased with the deployment of EU
monitoring mission alongside the
Armenian-Azerbaijani border. And
we welcome EU’s decision to ex-
pand its capacity. On the other hand,
we hope for inclusion of Armenia
into the European Peace Facility and
in this regard, we rely on the support
of all EU member states.

A new set of commitments
aimed at strengthening Armenia’s

economic resilience, state institu-
tions and addressing humanitarian
needs of refugees from Nagorno-
Karabakh has been taken on by Eu-
ropean Union and United States dur-
ing the high level meeting of Presi-
dent of European commission Ursula
von der Lien, Secretary of State of
USA Antony Blinken, and myself,
which took place on April 5 in Brus-
sels.

The rapid and effective imple-
mentation of those commitments is
of utmost importance.

Ladies and Gentlemen.

Despite all the challenges we
believe that the real and most aspir-
ing companion for democracy is last-
ing and sustainable peace. And my
government took the share of its
responsibility for this. Recently we
reached to an agreement with
Azerbaijan to start the delimitation
of our interstate borders on the basis
of Alma Ata declaration of 1991.

That means that during the de-
limitation we should simply repro-
duce the administrative borders be-
tween Soviet Armenia and Soviet
Azerbaijan which became state bor-
ders according to Alma Ata declara-
tion. The start of border delimitation
is the implementation of agreement
reached during the quadrilateral
meeting of October 6 of 2022, be-
tween the President of France
Emmanuel Macron, President of Eu-
ropean Council Charles Michel,
President Aliyev of Azerbaijan and
me. Now it is time to incorporate
and reflect those agreements in the
peace treaty and have it signed.

Another key point for our re-
gional stability is the «Crossroads of
Peace», project, initiated by my gov-
ernment. This project implies that
Armenia and Azerbaijan restore and
open transport and other communi-
cations in accordance with the sov-
ereignty and jurisdiction of the coun-
tries through which they pass, and
comply with the principles of equal-
ity and reciprocity. These elements
of the concept were agreed upon
during the meeting of July 15 of
2023 between the President of
Azerbaijan and myself, facilitated by
the President of European Council
Charles Michel, and are reflected in
the public statement made by Presi-
dent Michel as a result of the meet-
ing. We are ready to move towards
the implementation of what has been
agreed.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Before answering your ques-
tions, I would like to stress that
Democracy is a strategy for Arme-
nia. In democracy we believe, in
democracy we live.

Thank you”.

Armenian President Vahagn Khachaturian

Continued from page 1

lighting the importance of bolstering
Armenia-Diaspora ties and addressing
existing challenges.

In an informal setting, the Presi-
dent provided insights into Armenia’s
economy, military capabilities, and ef-
forts toward diversification and

growth. Discussions delved into the
interplay between internal socio-politi-
cal developments and regional geopoli-
tics, exploring causal relationships and
implications.

Concluding the meeting, SDHP
representatives reaffirmed their readi-
ness to support Armenia’s statehood
and advance national priorities.
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