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Armenia-Azerbaijan Peace Deal: A Golden

The two countries are eager to resolve their differences, and doing so
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Armenia and the United States Sign
Strategic Partnership Charter

WASHINGTON, DC — Arme-
nian Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan
and U.S. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken participated in a signing cer-
emony for the Strategic Partnership
Charter at the Department of State in
Washington, DC, on Tuesday.

“We are creating a Strategic Part-
nership Commission, which involves
expanding cooperation in the areas of
economy, security and defense, de-
mocracy, inclusiveness, and people-
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to-peoplerelations,” Secretary of State
Antony Blinken announced.

Additionally, Secretary Blinken
stated that efforts are underway with
Armenia to strengthen the protection
of sovereignty and territorial integrity.
He also announced that a special U.S.
border security team will arrive in
Armenia next week to conduct joint
border security work.

Continued on page4

SDHP Delegation Meets with
Archbishop Hovnan Derderian

BURBANK — A delegationrepre-
senting the Executive Committee of
the Social Democrat Hunchakian Party
(SDHP) Western United States, headed

by Chairman Mr. Mehran
Khatchadorian, visited the Primate of
the Western Diocese of the Armenian
Apostolic Church, Archbishop Hovnan
Derderian, to congratulate him on the
New Year and Christmas.

In turn, His Eminence congratu-
lated the newly elected Executive Com-
mittee of the SDHP and wished them
success, expressing his readiness to
continue collaborating on matters con-
cerning the community and events tak-
ing place within it.

Mr. Khatchadorian greatly ap-

preciated the work of His Eminence
and his leadership in maintaining unity
within the community, especially dur-
ing the trag

The meeting also focused on
community-related concerns, empha-
sizing the importance of organizing a
unified event to commemorate the Ar-
menian Genocide and discussing the
progress of the Armenian American
Museu

Alongside Archbishop Derderian
were Mr. Vardan Nazirean, Chairman
of the Diocese Council, and Father
Yeremia Akbarian, the Archbishop's
assistant. The SDHP delegation also
included Mr. Ruben Mughalian and
Mr. Harout Balayan.

Pashinyan: Armenia Will Agree to the
Dissolution of OSCE Minsk Group as Part of
Bilateral Peace Treaty

YEREVAN - Writing on
Facebook earlier on Thursday, Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan stated that
ongoing references by Azeri President
Ilham Aliyev to “Western Azerbaijan”
amount to territorial claims against
Armenia. Pashinyan also alleged that
Baku’s continued demands for Arme-
niato cease its arms acquisitions might
be an attempt to prepare the ground for
“unhindered aggression” against his
country.

Simultaneously, Pashinyan reit-
erated his calls for the swift signing of
a bilateral peace treaty and the estab-
lishment of Armenian-Azerbaijani
transport links. He confirmed that Ar-
menia is prepared to agree to the disso-
lution of the OSCE Minsk Group as
part of its proposals to Azerbaijan to
ensure stability and peace in the re-
gion.

Pashinyan outlined his vision for
regional peace as follows:

Western Azerbaijan includes
Qazax, Tovuz, Aghstafa, Gadabay,
Dashkasan, Kelbajar, Lachin, Kubadli,
and Zangelan. There is no “Western

Azerbaijan” beyond this, nor can there
be. If they insist on finding it else-
where, we might as well consider
Nakhchivan as part of Western
Azerbaijan.

Western Armenia includes
Armavir, Talin, and Maralik. There is
no “Western Armenia” beyond this,
nor can there be.

Eastern Armeniaincludes [jevan,
Berd, Chambarak, Vardenis, Jermuk,
Goris, Kapan, Nerkin Hand, and
Nrnadzor. There is no “Eastern Arme-
nia” beyond this, nor can there be.

Azerbaijan’s insistence on dis-
cussing the rights of refugees under
the “Western Azerbaijan” narrative
makes it evident that this is being used
to question the territorial integrity of
the Republic of Armenia, a sovereign
state under international law, and to
make territorial claims. To discuss this
issue, Azerbaijan must first abandon
such narratives.

By questioning Armenia’s right
to maintain a defense-capable military,

Continued on page4

Statement by the Armenian Educational
Benevolent Union (AEBU)

PASADENA — The Armenian
Educational Benevolent Union (AEBU),
based in Pasadena, California, extends
its deepest sorrow and solidarity to all
those affected by the devastating fires
that have impacted our community.
Our hearts go out especially to our
Armenian brothers and sisters who
have endured profound losses during
this tragedy.

We wish to extend our heartfelt
sympathy to our members and sup-
porters, who are an integral part of our
community. During this profoundly
difficult time, we share in your sorrow
and stand with you in solidarity.

Among the many losses, we are

particularly heartbroken by the de-
struction of the Sahag-Mesrob Arme-
nian School in Altadena, an institution
that has been a cornerstone of our
community since 1980. While this
loss is immeasurable, we are commit-
ted to supporting its rebuilding ef-
forts, ensuring it continues to serve
as a beacon of education and cultural
preservation.

Together, we will heal, rebuild,
and honor the resilience of our com-
munity.

With heartfelt sympathy,

The Armenian Educational Be-
nevolent Union (AEBU)

Pasadena, California
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PM Pashinyan and European Council
President Antonio Costa Discuss Armenia-
EU Relations and Regional Peace Efforts
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YEREVAN — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan highlighted Armenia’s
strengthening ties with the European
Union during a phone call on Monday
with newly appointed European Coun-
cil President Anténio Costa. Pashinyan
provided an update on the current state
of the Armenia-Azerbaijan peace pro-
cess and reiterated that the Armenian
government remains firmly committed
to its peace agenda.

Costa, who assumed the EU’s
top position on December 1, spoke
about the positive momentum in EU-
Armeniarelations.

“Inmy phone call with Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan, we
discussed the positive momentum in
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EU-Armenia relations,” Costa shared
in a post on X. “I expressed the EU’s
commitment to further strengthening
our partnership based on common val-
ues and to deepening cooperation
across all sectors, including security,
the economy, people-to-people con-
tacts, democratic institutions, and re-
silience. I look forward to meeting
Prime Minister Pashinyan in person
soon.”

During the conversation,
Pashinyan emphasized that the Arme-
nian government will not deviate from
its peace agenda, reaffirming the im-
portance of pursuing lasting solutions
in the Armenia-Azerbaijan peace pro-
cess.

EU Proposes Two-Year Extension for
Monitoring Mission in Armenia

YEREVAN — The European
Union announced on Friday its pro-
posal to extend the monitoring mission
along Armenia’s border with Azerbaijan
for another two years. Launched in
February 2023, the mission aims to
prevent or minimize ceasefire viola-
tions. Its current two-year mandate is
set to expire next month.

“The EU High Representative for
Foreign and Security Policy [Kaja
Kallas] has proposed to extend the
mission by another two years,” stated
Anitta Hipper, the EU foreign policy
spokesperson, in comments to RFE/
RL’s Armenian Service.

“Member States have welcomed
the proposal and are, in line with com-
mon practice, currently discussing the
necessary legal acts in the competent
Council preparatory bodies. The for-
mal [EU] Council decision on the ex-
tension is expected in the coming

weeks,” Hipper added.

Addressing Azerbaijani claims
that the EU mission destabilizes the
conflict zone, Hipper noted: “Through
its activities, the mission fosters con-
fidence among communities impacted
by the conflict. Since its deployment,
the number of armed incidents in the
areas along the border has decreased
considerably. The EU has been in-
forming Azerbaijanregularly about the
mission’s activities.”

The EU Monitoring Mission in
Armenia (EUMA) began operations on
February 20, 2023, under the Com-
mon Security and Defense Policy
(CSDP). InJanuary 2024, the EU Coun-
cil expanded the mission’s size by
50%, increasing its personnel to 209.

EUMA operates from six bases in
Kapan, Goris, Jermuk, Yeghegnadzor,
Martuni, and [jevan. Its objectives are
to stabilize border areas, enhance trust
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Iran Supports Armenian Government’s

‘Crossroads of Peace’ Project

YEREVAN-AIli Akbar Ahmadian,
the secretary of Iran’s Supreme Na-
tional Security Council, reaffirmed
Iran’s support for Armenia’s stance
on transport links with Azerbaijan dur-
ing talks with Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan in Yerevan on Thursday.

Ahmadian arrived in the Arme-
nian capital the previous night from
Baku, where he met with Azerbaijani
President Ilham Aliyev. This meeting
occurred a day after Aliyev renewed
threats to forcibly open a land corridor
to Azerbaijan’s Nakhichevan exclave
through Syunik, the only Armenian
province bordering Iran. Official read-
outs of the Baku meeting did not men-
tion this issue.

According to the Armenian
government’s press office, Pashinyan
and Ahmadian discussed, among other
topics, Yerevan’s “Crossroads of
Peace” project. The initiative aims to
serve as a framework for opening the
Armenian-Azerbaijanibordertotravel and
commerce. The project stipulates that
Armeniaand Azerbaijan should retain full
control over transport infrastructure
within their respective territories.

“Ali Akbar Ahmadian noted that
Iran supports the implementation of
the project based on the principles
enshrined in it,” the Armenian

government’s statement read.

The Armenian Prime Minister
highlighted the symbolic nature of
Ahmadian being the first high-ranking
foreign official to visit Armenia in the
new year, emphasizing the deep and
significant character of Armenian-Ira-
nian relations. Pashinyan stated that
Armenia and Iran share inviolable natu-
ral interests, underscoring his
government’s commitment to foster-
ing and expanding bilateral coopera-
tion in all areas.

Ahmadian, in turn, praised the
rich civilizational history shared by
Armeniaand Iran, along with the warm
ties between their peoples, expressing
confidence that mutually beneficial
cooperation would continue to
strengthen and deepen.

The Iranian Mehr news agency
reported that during a separate meet-
ing with his Armenian counterpart,
Armen Grigoryan, Ahmadian reiter-
ated Iran’s opposition to “any geopo-
litical changes in the region.” He also
asserted that “nothing can undermine
or change” Armenian-Iranian relations.

Ahmadian’s visits to Baku and
Yerevan come amid growing concerns
in Armenia abouta potential Azerbaijani
invasion aimed at forcibly opening the
so-called corridor.

French Ambassador Reiterates Unconditional,
Unwavering Support for Armenia

YEREVAN — French Ambassa-
dor to Armenia Olivier Decottignies
has reaffirmed France’s unconditional
and unwavering support for Armenia.

Speaking at a press conference
on Monday, the Ambassador empha-
sized the comprehensive nature of
France’s backing. He stated, “The
support provided to Armenia, as pre-
sented by President Emmanuel Ma-
cron, is unconditional, complete, and
unwavering.”

The Ambassador highlighted
France’s commitment to fostering
peace in Armenia and the region. “This
is a commitment to lasting and just
peace in the region, but also a commit-
ment to support Armenia in preserving
its territorial integrity and inviolabil-
ity,” he said.

Ambassador Decottignies reiter-

ated France’s dedication to ensuring
peace and stability, underscoring its
steadfast support for Armenia’s sov-
ereignty and security.

and security for conflict-affected com-
munities, and support normalization

efforts between Armenia and
Azerbaijan with EU assistance.
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Armenia Ranks 8th Among Safest Countries,
Leading the Region

YEREVAN — Armenia has se-
cured its place among the top 10 safest
countries globally, according to
Numbeo’s 2025 Security Index.

With a score of 77.9 points, Ar-
menia ranks 8th, maintaining the same
position as last year and outperform-
ing all neighboring countries.

In the region, Georgia ranked
21st (73.7 points), Azerbaijan 33rd
(68.2 points), Russia 51st (61.3
points), Turkey 57th (58.8 points),
and Iran 93rd (49.5 points).

The top positions in the ranking
were claimed by Andorra (84.7 points),
the UAE (84.5 points), Qatar (84.2
points), Taiwan (82.9 points), Oman
(81.7 points), Isle of Man (79 points),
and Hong Kong (78.5 points). Armenia
is followed by Singapore (77.4 points)
and Japan (77.1 points), completing
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the top 10.

The lowest-ranked countries in-
clude Haiti (145th), Papua New Guinea
(146th), and Venezuela (147th). The
ranking considers only countries and
territories with populations exceeding
1 million.

Russia Warns Armenia of Economic
Consequences for EU Membership Bid

MOSCOW — Russian Deputy
Prime Minister Alexei Overchuk
warned late Thursday that Armenia’s
potential accession to the European
Union would be “incompatible” with
its continued membership in the Eur-
asian Economic Union (EEU), a Rus-
sian-led trade bloc providing tariff-
free access to Russia’s market.
Overchuk also cautioned that Armenia
would face significantly higher costs
for Russian energy and food resources.

The Armenian government earlier
on Thursday approved a bill, drafted by
several pro-Western political and civic
groups, to initiate the process of
Armenia’s accession to the EU. The
Armenian parliament has not yet sched-
uled adebate on the proposed legislation.

“After the adoption of this law,
we will have to discuss with the EU
roadmaps envisaged by both sides and
jointly develop a roadmap,” Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan stated
during a cabinet meeting in Yerevan.
He added that the process would cul-
minate in a national referendum on EU
membership.

Overchuk criticized the move,
saying, “We consider the beginning of
the discussion in Armenia of the draft
law ‘On the launch of the process of
joining the European Union’ as the

beginning of Armenia’s withdrawal
from the EEU.” He added that Russia
would adjust its economic policies to-
ward Armenia accordingly.

He warned that such a with-
drawal would lead to increased costs
for Russian natural gas and food im-
ports, alongside a significant drop in
Armenian exports.

“Ordinary people will lose in-
come and jobs and will pay more for
essential goods,” Overchuk stated. “In
return, they will likely receive a visa-
free regime with EU countries, and
Armenia will face depopulation.”

Armenia’s Foreign Trade Turnover
Reaches $28.2 Billion

YEREVAN — Armenia’s foreign
and mutual trade turnover in January—
October 2024 increased by 54% com-
pared to the same period in 2023,
totaling $28.18 billion, according to
datapublished by the National Statisti-
cal Committee of Armenia.

Notably, Armenia’s foreign trade
turnover showed significant growth
throughout 2024: 67.6% for the first
10 months, 73.5% for the first nine
months, 79.6% for the first eight
months, 95% for the first seven
months, and doubling during the first
half of the year.

In November 2024, the trade
turnover amounted to $1.92 billion,
reflecting a 27.4% decrease compared
to November 2023 and a 15.6% de-
cline from October 2024.

Foreign Trade Turnover

Armenia’s trade turnover with
CIS countries for January—November
2024 reached $12.05 billion, marking a
66.9% increase compared to the same
period in 2023. Russia remained
Armenia’s largest trade partner, with

Continued on page4
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Armenian Parliament Committee Endorses
Bill to Amend National Anthem
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YEREVAN — The Armenian
Parliament’s Committee on State and
Legal Affairs approved a bill on Friday
to amend the national anthem, pro-
posed by a group of deputies led by
Speaker Alen Simonyan.

The bill seeks to establish a stan-
dardized version of the anthem, en-
compassing its text, melody, and
tempo. Currently, the singing of the
anthem is mandatory at certain events
in schools and universities. With the
proposed amendments, this require-
ment would extend to colleges and
kindergartens.

“If singing the anthem is now
mandatory only at the opening and
closing of official sporting events, the
draft law would also make it compul-
sory during award ceremonies at the
end of tournaments,” explained Sisak
Gabrielyan, a co-author of the bill and
an MP from the ruling Civil Contract
faction, during the discussion.

Gabrielyan noted that the
anthem’s performance has notreceived
sufficient attention in Armenia, leading

Our Fatherland, free, independent,
That has lived for centuries,
Is now summoning its sons
To the free, independent Armenia.

Here is a flag for you my brother,
That | have sewed

Over the sleepless nights,

And bathed in my tears.

Look at it, tricoloured,
A valuable symbol for us.
00 Let it shine against the enemy.

- imﬂw glorious foreve

e everywhere,

to inconsistencies. “In some cases,
the anthem was sung too quickly, in
others too slowly. Additionally, vary-
ing notes were often used, and some-
times the lasttwo lines were repeated,”
he said.

Under the proposed changes, the
government would be authorized to
determine a shortened version of the
anthem.

The bill also suggests rearrang-
ing the quatrains of the anthem. The
final quatrain would move to the sec-
ond position, while the second and
third quatrains would become the third
and fourth, respectively.

“We believe it is more fitting to
begin and conclude the national an-
them with words about Armenia,”
Gabrielyan added.

Furthermore, the draft proposes
altering the anthem’s closing lines to
be more uplifting. The current ending,
“Blessed is he who dies for the free-
dom of his people,” would be replaced
with “May Armenia always be glori-
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Armenian Government Approves Bill
to Launch EU Membership Process

YEREVAN - The Armenian gov-
ernment has approved a draft law to
initiate the process of Armenia’s ac-
cession to the European Union during
its regular session today. The bill will
now be sent to the National Assembly
for further consideration.

Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan
presented the proposal, noting that the
government supports giving a positive
conclusion to the project.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
emphasized that Armenia can only join
the EU if the decision is approved
through a referendum. He underscored

the importance of developing a joint
“roadmap” with the EU to guide the
process.

“After the adoption of this law,
we need to discuss with the European
Union the roadmap they envision and
the one we envision, and work to-
gether to develop a unified roadmap,”
the Prime Minister said.

Highlighting steps toward closer
ties between Armenia and the EU,
Pashinyan referenced ongoing efforts
for visa liberalization and Armenia’s
participation in the “European Peace
Facility.”
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More Than 2.2 Million Tourists Visited
Armenia in 2024

YEREVAN - Armenian Economy
Minister Gevorg Papoyan presented
data on tourist visits to Armenia over
the past year.

Speaking at a press conference,
the minister announced that approxi-
mately 131,000 tourists visited the
country in December 2024, which is
2,000-3,000 fewer than in December
2023.

“As aresult, about 2.215 million
tourist visits were recorded last year.

More precise data will be published
later today,” Papoyan stated.

The minister noted that the an-
nual figure represented a decline of
approximately 7%, primarily attributed
to a decrease in tourist visits from
Russia. However, he highlighted that
the number of visitors from other coun-
tries had increased.

Looking ahead, Papoyan outlined
the ministry’s goal to attract 2.5-2.7
million tourists annually by 2026.

Armenia’s Foreign Trade Turnover

Continued from page 3

turnover totaling $11.62 billion (up
71.6%), followed by Belarus ($190.48
million, up 9%) and Ukraine ($82.1
million, down 0.5%).

Trade with EU countries totaled
$2.11 billion, a decline of 14.1%. The
leading European trade partners in-
cluded Germany ($443.91 million,
down 24.4%), Italy ($382.38 million,
up 0.1%), the Netherlands ($166.62
million, down 42.3%), Belgium
($163.85 million, up 14.7%), and
France ($142.55 million, down 13.8%).

Other significant trade partners
included the UAE ($5.11 billion, up 3.5
times), China ($2.63 billion, up 37.9%),
Iran ($661.55 million, up 5.2%), the
U.S. ($381.15 million, down 39.2%),
Georgia ($304.01 million, up 27.2%),
Iraq ($221.21 million, up 37%), Swit-
zerland ($154.33 million, up 40.1%),
and Japan ($122.39 million, down
62.9%).

Exports

Armenia’s exports in January—
November 2024 totaled $12.31 billion,
a 73.9% increase compared to the
same period in 2023. In November
2024, exports amounted to $752.1
million, a 35% drop compared to No-
vember 2023, and a 19.6% decline
from October 2024.

Exports to CIS countries totaled
$3.16 billion, a 10.1% decrease from
2023. Russiaremained the top destina-
tion ($2.95 billion, down 10.1%), fol-
lowed by Belarus ($105.81 million, up
17.3%) and Kazakhstan ($49.78 mil-
lion, down 32.4%).

Exports to EU countries dropped
by 18.6%, totaling $551.87 million.
The leading European destinations were

the Netherlands ($114.46 million, down
51%), Belgium ($109.72 million, up
21.1%), and Bulgaria ($77.90 million,
down 19%).

Other major export destinations
included the UAE ($5.03 billion, up 3.6
times), China ($1.05 billion, up 2.8
times), Iraq ($220.80 million, up
37.4%), Georgia ($155.59 million, up
20.4%), Switzerland ($104.06 million,
up 41.5%), Iran ($99.31 million, up
13%), and the U.S. ($54.21 million, up
24.1%).

The largest export categories
were:

Precious stones, metals, and prod-
ucts: $7.66 billion, up 3.6 times

Machinery: $1.24 billion, down
1.3%

Mining products: $941.13 mil-
lion, up 15.3%

Food products: $859.59 million,
up 6.2%

Textiles: $341.46 million, up
7.5%

Base metals: $318.00 million,
down 26.4%

Plant products: $226.04 million,
up 29.4%

Equipment: $138.61 million, up
5.2%

Imports

Armenia’s imports in January—
November 2024 totaled $15.87 billion,
a41.5% increase from the same period
in 2023. In November 2024, imports
amounted to $1.17 billion, a 21.4%
decrease from November 2023, and a
12.8% drop from October 2024.

Imports from CIS countries
reached $8.66 billion, growing 2.9
times compared to 2023. Russia re-
mained the largest exporter ($8.85 bil-
lion, up 2.4 times), followed by Belarus
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Armenia and the United States Sign

Continued frompage 1

Armenian Foreign Minister Ararat
Mirzoyan highlighted the significance
of the agreement, stating, “The Strate-
gic Partnership Charter provides a ro-
bust framework and injects greater
ambition into our cooperation.” The
Charter spans various areas, includ-
ing:

-Strengthening economic and
energy ties

-Enhancing connectivity

-Deepening defense and security
cooperation

-Reinforcing democratic institu-
tions

-Promoting justice and the rule
of law

-Fostering innovation and high
technologies

-Enhancing people-to-people con-
tacts

“Our relations, based on shared
values and mutual interests, have wit-
nessed remarkable growth in recent
years. They have matured to a point
where upgrading them to a strategic
partnership is not only fitting but es-
sential for navigating the complex geo-
political landscape,” Minister Mirzoyan
stated.

Minister Mirzoyan expressed
gratitude for the United States’ unwa-
vering support for Armenia’s indepen-
dence, sovereignty, and territorial in-
tegrity. He also emphasized the impor-
tance of U.S. assistance in strengthen-
ing Armenia’s democratic institutions

and promoting economic resilience.

“We appreciate the U.S.’s en-
gagement in promoting a durable and
lasting peace in the South Caucasus
region. We believe that a stable and
prosperous South Caucasus is in the
interest of all regional actors and the
broader international community. Ar-
menia remains committed to a peace
agenda and its implementation and to
working closely with the U.S. to
achieve this shared objective,” the
Foreign Minister said.

Minister Mirzoyan announced
Armenia’s intention to join the Global
Coalition to Defeat ISIS, underscoring
Armenia’s dedication to combating
international terrorism. “We believe
that collective action is essential in
addressing this threat,” he noted.

He also revealed plans to com-
mence negotiations on a nuclear coop-
eration agreement with the U.S., com-
monly known as the 123 Agreement.
This framework will facilitate collabo-
ration on the peaceful use of nuclear
energy and reaffirm Armenia’s com-
mitment to safety, security, and non-
proliferation standards.

“Looking ahead, we are eager to
continue working with the U.S. to
fulfill the ambitious goals outlined in
our Strategic Partnership Charter. Let
this Charter serve as a testament to the
deepening strategic relations between
Armenia and the United States and as a
roadmap for a future filled with shared
achievements,” Minister Mirzoyan con-
cluded.

Pashinyan: Armenia Will Agree

Continued frompage 1

Azerbaijan is attempting to secure the
opportunity for unimpeded aggression
against the Republic of Armenia.

Pashinyan also presented
Armenia’s proposal for lasting regional
stability and peace:

Mutually abandon escalatory nar-
ratives.

B. Continue the delimitation pro-
cess based on the experience of the
Berkaber-Voskepar section and the
regulations of the joint delimitation
commissions.

C. Sign a peace treaty, which is
reportedly 90% complete.

D. Implement the “Crossroads
of Peace” project, resolving issues of
Azerbaijan-Azerbaijan and Armenia-
Armenia connections through each
other’s territories, in line with the pro-

posals presented during the Kazan
meeting.

E. Introduce a joint mechanism
for investigating ceasefire violations.

F. Fully resolve the issue of de-
tained persons.

G. Work intensively to determine
the fate of missing persons.

H. Withdraw all mutual claims,
including those in international courts.

I. Complete and effectively imple-
ment the provisions of the peace treaty.

J. Establish a mechanism for
mutual arms control, including quota
allocations and restrictions on the use
of armaments.

K. Address refugee issues com-
prehensively by forming a joint pro-
fessional commission after peace is
established.

L. Dissolve the OSCE Minsk
Group.

($93.64 million, up 2.9%) and Ukraine
($76.75 million, no change).

Imports from the EU declined by
11.2%, totaling $1.83 billion, with top
exporters being Germany ($409.34
million, down 21.5%), Italy ($309.40
million, up 5.3%), and the Netherlands
($171.97 million, up 5.5%).

Other notable import sources in-
cluded China ($1.09 billion,up21.2%),
Georgia ($714.72 million, down 15%),
Iran ($572.48 million, up 3.6%), the
UAE ($412.33 million, down 24.4%)),
and the U.S. ($324.35 million, down
59.7%).

The largest imported goods cat-

egories were:

Precious stones, metals: $7.00
billion, up 3.5 times

Machinery: $2.50 billion, up 8.2%

Mining industry: $1.02 billion, up
1.2%

Transport vehicles: $836.30 mil-
lion, down 49.9%

Food products: $668.05 million,
up 17.5%

Textiles: $632.49 million, up
7.1%

Chemical products: $584.30 mil-
lion, up 1.4%

Base metals: $558.50 million, up
2.1%
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