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The Armenian Genocide is Undeniable and
Indisputable — Nikol Pashinyan

Denial or Rejection of the Genocide is a Criminal Offense in Armenia

3130FAUD 125

YEREVAN — Denying, reject-
ing, or refuting the Armenian Geno-
cideis considered a criminal offense in
the Republic of Armenia.

During a press conference, Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan emphasized
this point while addressing accusa-
tions that he had denied the Armenian
Genocide in his statements during a
meeting with representatives of the
Swiss-Armenian community.

He firmly stated that the fact of
the Genocide is undeniable and indis-
putable.

“It is astonishing that someone
could be accused of denying the Geno-
cide when they explicitly refer to it as

‘Genocide.” They are not using alter-
native words to describe it—they are
calling itexactly whatitis,” Pashinyan
stressed.

The Prime Minister clarified that
his statement to the Swiss-Armenian
community was about the need to
broaden the discussion on the Arme-
nian Genocide as a tool for self-aware-
ness.

*”Shouldn’t the Genocide com-
pel us to re-examine how we perceive
the world? Could it be that we have not
accurately understood reality—at the
beginning of the century, in the middle

Continued on page4

Armenia Participates in Combined Resolve-
2025 Military Exercises with U.S.

HOHENFELS, GERMANY —
Within the framework of the Arme-
nia-United States bilateral partnership,
the mobile field hospital of the Arme-
nian Ministry of Defense’s Military-
Medical Department is participating
in the Combined Resolve 2025 multi-
national military exercise in the U.S.
military base stationed in Hohenfels,
Germany.

Exercises involving joint groups
of the Armenian military medics and

U.S. national guards feature triage,
urgent medical assistance, surgical in-
tervention, as well as medevac drills in
difficult conditions, the Armenian min-
istry of defense said.

The purpose of the exercises is
to increase the training level of the
hospital staff, perfect the professional
skills in real-life situations, as well as
maximally improve the level of part-
nership cohesion in a multinational
environment.

PM Nikol Pashinyan Meets with Representatives
of the Armenian-American Community

EMBASSY OF ARMENIA
TO THE UNITED STATES

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan met with
representatives of the Armenian-
American community during his visit
to Washington, D.C.

During the meeting, Prime Min-
ister Pashinyan addressed a range of
questions raised by attendees, discuss-
ing key developments in and around
Armenia, as well as the ideological
changes taking place within the coun-
try.

In his remarks, Pashinyan em-
phasized that the Republic of Armenia
itself is the highest national goal, stat-

ing that there can be no objective
greater than the country itself. He un-
derscored that Armenia is not merely a
means to achieve other objectives but
is, in fact, the ultimate purpose—the
highest national aspiration.

The Prime Minister also spoke
about the concept of Real Armenia,
the country’s balanced and prag-
matic policies, and both internal
and external challenges. He out-
lined the government’s ongoing ef-
forts to address these challenges
and ensure Armenia’s stability and
progress.

Iran Reaffirms Stance On Regional Borders
After Aliyev’s Threats

TEHRAN —Iranremains strongly
opposed to any changes in regional
borders, Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian has told a senior aide to his
Azerbaijani counterpart [lham Aliyev
one month after the latter threatened to
forcibly open a land corridor through
Armenia.

Hikmet Hajiyev, Aliyev’s top for-
eign policy adviser, was received by
Pezeshkian on Sunday during a visit to
Tehran apparently aimed at easing lin-
gering tensions in Azerbaijani-Iranian
relations.

“Pezeshkian also underscored the
significance of preserving territorial
integrity of regional states as one of

the main principles of Iran’s foreign
policy, noting that changes to borders
are unacceptable,” the Iranian presi-
dential office said in its readout of the
meeting released on Monday.

Iranian officials, including Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
have repeatedly issued such warnings
in recent years amid Baku’s demands
for the opening of the extraterritorial
corridor that would connect
Azerbaijan to its Nakhichevan ex-
clave through Syunik, the only Ar-
menian region bordering Iran. The
Islamic Republic fears that the cor-
ridor would strip it of its common
border with Armenia.
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Fundamental Principles Such as Territorial
Integrity of Our Country Must Be Upheld

YEREVAN — Armenia remains
ready to establish conventional trans-
port links with Azerbaijan, Foreign
Minister Ararat Mirzoyan said on
Thursday in response to Azerbaijani
President Ilham Aliyev’s latest de-
mands for a land corridor through
Armenia’s Syunik region.

“There are fundamental principles
such as the territorial integrity of coun-
tries, their sovereignty over infrastruc-
ture, and the application of national
legislation within each state’s jurisdic-
tion. Naturally, understanding that in
the 21st century, everyone is striving
for certain simplifications in their in-
teractions, we also foresee specific
simplified procedures with Azerbaijan
if and when communication is re-
stored. These procedures could be
implemented in a way that benefits
both Armenia and Azerbaijan,” stated
Armenia’s Foreign Minister.

“We have proposed constructive
solutions to Azerbaijan and are await-
ing a positive response from this coun-
try,” Mirzoyan said at a joint press
conference with his Georgian coun-
terpart, Maka Bochorishvili, in Yerevan
on Thursday.

According to him, Armenia is
confident that the proposed unblock-
ing, under the given conditions, will

bring significant economic benefits to
the South Caucasus countries—Ar-
menia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia.

The Armenian minister added
that Armenia’s approach is outlined
in the “Crossroads of Peace” project,
which includes simplified procedures
that could be implemented, enabling
both Armenia and Azerbaijan to ben-
efit.

Mirzoyan reiterated the Arme-
nian side’s readiness to agree to put in
place “some simplified procedures”
for Armenian-Azerbaijani border cross-
ings and cargo transit.

Armenian Mining Giant Hit By First-Ever
Workers Strike

YEREVAN — Production opera-
tions at Armenia’s largest mining en-
terprise remained disrupted for a fourth
consecutive day on Monday due to a
walkout by hundreds of its employees
demanding a 50 percent pay increase
and better working conditions.

Several dozen of those workers
reportedly continued to camp out in-
side the premises of the Zangezur Cop-
per-Molybdenum Combine (ZCMC)
located in the southeastern town of
Kajaran.

“Work has stopped in several
production facilities of the combine,”
a ZCMC spokesman told RFE/RL’s
Armenian Service on Sunday.

The company management re-
jected the workers’ demands, described
the strike as illegal and threatened its
participants with “legal proceedings”
shortly after it began on Friday. In a
series of statements, it said that the

protesters represent only a fraction of
the ZCMC workforce numbering some
4,600 people. It also argued that they
earn between 329,000 and 594,000
drams ($825-$1,490) per month, or
well above Armenia’s current average
wage of 291,000 drams.

A leader of the striking workers,
Shavarsh Margaryan, countered that
these figures represent their pre-tax
gross wages.

“People earn 30 percent less than
those sums,” he said, accusing the
management of misleading the public.

On Sunday, the strike leaders
organized what they called a secret
ballot designed to disprove the
management’s claims that the work
stoppage is not backed by the majority
of the ZCMC workers. According to
them, more than 2,400 workers took
partin the ballot that ended on Monday
evening.
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EU Mission in Armenia Not Involved in

“Spying Activities” —

Magdalena Grono

Dismisses Disinformation

YEREVAN-The European Union
places great importance on ensuring
that the normalization process between
Armenia and Azerbaijan continuesina
calm and positive environment, build-
ing on past achievements and agree-
ments made through various diplo-
matic formats, EU Special Represen-
tative for the South Caucasus and the
Crisis in Georgia, Magdalena Grono,
stated in an interview with
Armenpress.

During her visit to Baku, Grono
noted that she heard encouraging state-
ments regarding peace and stability in
the region, which often differed from
public rhetoric.

“In our exchanges in Baku, I
heard encouraging statements regard-
ing peace and stability in the region.
These were often different from what
has been publicly stated, particularly
concerning the continuation of the
normalization process between the two
countries. I believe that an important
initial phase of normalization is already
showing results: Azerbaijan and Arme-
nia now have a structured and well-
organized framework for their discus-
sions, with a clearly defined and mutu-
ally agreed basis and scope. Now is the
time to demonstrate the political will
necessary to turn the page on conflict
once and for all, agree on mutually
acceptable solutions for all outstand-
ing issues, and ensure a peaceful and
more prosperous future for all people
in the region,” Grono said.

Addressing concerns regarding
Azerbaijan’s perception of the EU Mis-
sion in Armenia, Grono emphasized
that the EU has no intention of creating
new divisions, engaging in “zero-sum
games,” or pursuing a hidden agenda
in the region.

“I made it clear during my meet-
ings that the EU does not intend to
create new dividing lines, engage in
‘zero-sum games,’ or promote a ‘hid-
den agenda’ in the region. The EU
Mission in Armenia was deployed fol-
lowing a sovereign request from the
Armenian authorities. At all stages—
before, during, and after its deploy-
ment—the EU kept Azerbaijani au-
thorities informed. Given the sensitivi-
ties associated with third-party pres-
ence on the ground and the long his-
tory of conflict, I assured all interlocu-
tors that we approach our role with the
utmost responsibility,” she stated.

She firmly rejected accusations
of'espionage, stressing that such claims
are disinformation and do not align
with the mission’s mandate or objec-
tives.

“We can, therefore, reiterate that
all allegations regarding ‘spying activi-
ties’ or ‘destabilization objectives’ are
disinformation and do not correspond
to either the mandate and goals set for
the mission or its operations. The EU
Mission in Armenia is and will remain
an exclusively civilian, unarmed mis-
sion,” Grono asserted.

Regarding the Crossroads of
Peace project, the EU envoy stated
that while its overall scope and funda-
mental principles are not widely con-
tested, the specifics and implementa-
tion details still need to be fully agreed
upon by both parties.

“Its overall scope and basic prin-
ciples, I believe, are not really con-
tested by anyone. However, the details
and practical aspects still need to be
fully agreed upon by the sides. It is
indeed a useful and interesting frame-
work, particularly as it provides a con-
crete vision of how a peaceful South
Caucasus could function in the future.
As a first step, I sincerely hope that
Armeniaand Azerbaijan will soon agree
on the modalities for cargo transit
between the western regions of
Azerbaijan and Nakhichevan and open
up other regional communication links.
Based on my discussions in the region
and the statements made in Yerevan
and Baku following the leaders’ meet-
ing in Kazan on October 24, 2024, 1
believe an agreement is within reach—
and we remain ready to support the
parties in achieving it,” she concluded.

Central Bank of Armenia Lowers
Refinancing Rate to 6.75%

YEREVAN -- At its meeting on
February 4, the Board of the Central
Bank of Armeniareduced the refinanc-
ing rate by 0.25 percentage points,
setting it at 6.75%.

The Lombard repo rate was also
lowered to 8.25%, and the rate for
attracting funds was set at 5.25%,
according to the regulator's press ser-
vice.

This marks the 14th consecutive
reduction in the refinancing rate, be-
ginning in June 2023.

To illustrate the timeline: on

June 13, 2023, the Central Bank set
the rate at 10.5%, reducing it by
0.25 percentage points. On August
1, the rate was lowered to 10.25%,
followed by further reductions: to
9.75% on September 12, to 9.5% on
October 31, to 9.25% on December
12, and to 8.75% on January 30,
2024. Other subsequent reductions
occurred on March 12 (8.5%), April
30 (8.25%), June 11 (8%), July 30
(7.75%), September 10 (7.50%),
October 29 (7.25%), and December
10 (7%).
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U.S. Foreign Aid Freeze:
Impact on Armenia and Global Uncertainty

On January 24, U.S. President
Donald Trump signed an executive
order freezing nearly all U.S. foreign
aid for 90 days. The stated purpose of
the order is to assess the effectiveness
of these programs and ensure their
alignment with U.S. foreign policy.
However, this sweeping decision has
already had significant consequences,
particularly in Armenia and for forc-
ibly displaced Armenians from Artsakh.

The freeze follows a directive
from Secretary of State Marco Rubio,
who informed U.S. embassies world-
wide that no foreign aid should be
disbursed unless it fully aligns with the
president’s foreign policy. Trump’s
executive order claims that current aid
programs are “not aligned with Ameri-
can interests” and, in some cases,
even “antithetical to American values.”
It further argues that such programs
can “destabilize world peace” by pro-
moting ideas that challenge stable rela-
tions within and between nations.

One of the affected programs is
a five-year, $15 million initiative
launched by the United States Agency
for International Development
(USAID) in 2023 to promote media
development in Armenia. Many media
outlets and NGOs engaged in educa-
tional and media development projects
rely on U.S. funding. Though the freeze
is officially temporary, it has already
disrupted existing projects and jeopar-
dized the ability of these organizations
to continue operating.

With more than 25 ongoing
USAID activities now on hold,
Armenia’s partnership with the U.S. in
its path toward self-reliance and Euro-

Atlanticintegrationis atrisk. The freeze
also threatens Armenia’s efforts to
strengthen resilience against malign
influence in the region.

Beyond Armenia, Trump’s deci-
sion has sparked legal and political
debates within the United States. Two
dozen prosecutors are challenging the
executive order, and a federal judge
has already temporarily blocked a similar
attempt to freeze domestic grant pro-
grams. In response to growing con-
cerns, the State Department recently
issued a waiver to allow the continua-
tion of foreign aid providing “life-
saving humanitarian assistance,”
though the full scope of these exemp-
tions remains unclear.

As the 90-day review period un-
folds, uncertainty continues to ripple
across the globe. For now, U.S. for-
eign aid programs, including those cru-
cial to Armenia, remain in limbo, leav-
ing many to question the long-term
implications of this unprecedented
freeze.

Armenian Council of America

Armenia Fund USA Provides $250,000 for
Tuition Aid to Students Affected by SoCal

1

GLENDALE — Armenia Fund
USA will provide $250,000 toward
student tuition to families financially
affected by the recent wildfires. This
funding aims to provide tuition assis-
tance to families who have lost their
homes and are experiencing financial
hardship, enabling their children to
continue attending Armenian schools.

To ensure the funding reaches
those most in need, Armenia Fund has
been working directly with Armenian
schools to coordinate support for the
impacted families. “This is a crisis that
has deeply affected our communities”

Wildfires

-

said Maria Mchranian, President of
Armenia Fund. “Our goal in providing
funds for tuition costs is to reduce
financial burdens and support students
in maintaining their education without
interruption.” Every effort is made to
provide the tuition relief and the distri-
bution of funds efficiently and effec-
tively.

Armenia Fund remains commit-
ted to supporting the community
through this crisis and will continue to
monitor the situation to ensure that the
affected children receive the help they
need.
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Haigazian University Hosts Exhibition on
Western Armenian Educational Efforts in

BEIRUT — As part of its 70th-
anniversary celebrations, Haigazian
University, in collaboration with the
Armenian Genocide Museum — Insti-
tute of Dzidzernagapert (Yerevan),
hosted a special exhibition titled “The
Western Armenian Educational Effort:
Educational Networks and Output in
the Pre-Genocide Period” at the
Matossian Gallery of the Mugar Build-
ing. The exhibition was inaugurated by
Dr. Seda Parsamyan from the Arme-
nian Genocide Museum-Institute of
Dzidzernagapert (Yerevan), highlight-
ing the rich educational heritage of
Western Armenians before the Arme-
nian Genocide.

During the pre-Genocide period,
over 2,000 Armenian schools spread
education, knowledge, and enlighten-
ment to Armenian communities across
the Armenian Vilayets (Eastern
Anatolia), Cilicia, Constantinople/
Istanbul, and other parts of the Otto-
man Empire, particularly in Asia Mi-
nor. These schools were established

Pre-Genocide Period

and operated by various Armenian de-
nominations, educational organizations,
and compatriotic unions, reflecting the
deep commitment of Armenians to
education and cultural advancement.

The exhibition showcased 18 large
bilingual posters, categorizing the differ-
ent types of Armenian schools and col-
leges that existed at the time. Some
institutions focused on agriculture and
sericulture, while others were dedicated
to general education. Missionary schools
playedacrucialrole as well, with notable
examples including St. Paul’s College of
Tarsus, Central Anatolia College, and
Jenanian College of Konia, the latter led
by Dr. Armenag Haigazian, the name-
sake of Haigazian University.

Through this exhibition,
Haigazian University reaffirms its com-
mitment to preserving Armenian edu-
cational heritage and honoring the
legacy of Armenian educators who,
despite immense challenges, remained
steadfast in their pursuit of knowledge
and enlightenment.

Europa Nostra: Arakelots Monastery and
Settlement in Armenia Listed Among
Europe’s Most Endangered Sites

T e

Arakelots Monastery and Settle-
ment in Armenia has been named
among the 14 most endangered sites in
Europa.

The 14 monuments and heritage
sites in Europe shortlisted for this
year’s edition of the 7 Most Endan-
gered Programme were announced
today by Europa Nostra, the leading
European heritage civil society net-
work, and the European Investment
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Bank (EIB) Institute. Since its launch
in 2013, the programme has become a
leading civil society initiative dedicated
to safeguarding Europe’s endangered
heritage, acting as advocate and cata-
lyst for rallying the necessary public
and private support, including fund-
ing.

The 14 endangered heritage sites,

Continued on page4
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Journal of the Society for Armenian Studies
(JSAS) to be Published by the University of
Nebraska Press (UNP)

LINCOLN, NE —The Journal of
the Society for Armenian Studies
(JSAS), the premier academic journal
dedicated to Armenian Studies in the
Western Hemisphere, recently entered
a new stage in its history.

JSASwill be published by ahighly
professional and prominent academic
press — the University of Nebraska
Press (UNP), https://
nebraskapressjournals.unl.edu/journal/
journal-of-the-society-for-armenian-
studies/, which for over two decades
has been the publishing home for some
of the most important scholarly jour-
nals in the fields of Native American
studies, women’s studies, literature,
regional studies, and more. It is the
largest university press between Chi-
cago and California, with more than

6,000 titles in print.

“The Journal of the Society for
Armenian Studies was established by
the Society for Armenian Studies in
1984,” said SAS President Barlow Der
Mugrdechian. “The Society is pleased
that JSAS is now partnering with the
University of Nebraska Press, which
will bring JSAS to a new level of
excellence.”

JSAS publishes peer-reviewed
scholarship from all disciplinary and
comparative perspectives relating to
Armenians and the field of Armenian
Studies. Committed to making the field
relevant to a broad interdisciplinary
audience, it aims to foster new direc-
tions in the field, encouraging global,
cross-cultural, and multidisciplinary
submissions that align with cutting-
edge scholarly research across peri-
ods and research areas.

Prof. Bedross Der Matossian
(University of Nebraska—Lincoln),
who played a key role in facilitating
the transition of JSAS to the Univer-
sity of Nebraska Press (UNP), ex-
pressed his enthusiasm for the new
partnership. “I am truly honored to
see JSAS find a new home at UNP.
The global reputation and reach of
UNP will undoubtedly enhance JSAS’s
stature and place it among the most
prestigious in the field. The team at
UNP is eager to collaborate with SAS
on this exciting new chapter, and we
are all confident that this partnership
will bring tremendous opportunities
for growth and innovation in the
journal’s future.”

The new editorship is led by
Editors-in-Chief Houri Berberian
(Professor of History and Meghrouni
Family Presidential Chair in Arme-

UNIVERSITY OF E%\é
NEBRASKA rEss

nian Studies at UC Irvine) and Talinn
Grigor (Professor of Art and Archi-
tectural History at UC Davis) and
Book Review Editor Tsolin
Nalbantian (Associate Professor of
Modern Middle East History at Leiden
University).

“With a history of collabora-
tion and a record of publication —
two coauthored articles and a forth-
coming book with Stanford Univer-
sity Press in March 2025 — we are
enthusiastic to bring the same team-
work, dedication, and
multidisciplinary rigor and excel-
lence to JSAS,” stated co-editors
Berberian and Grigor.

JSAS will continue to publish
research articles, book reviews, and
review essays and encourage re-
views of works published in lan-
guages other than English. JSAS
will also feature forums dedicated
to critical discussions around select
topics in Armenian Studies.

Among the innovations in JSAS:

JSAS will be available elec-
tronically through Project MUSE, a
top digital humanities and social
science content provider for the
scholarly community worldwide.

JSAS will employ a leading
cloud-based manuscript submission
and peer review system, thus stream-
lining the submission and double-
anonymized review process.

Each JSAS issue will have a
unique cover that visually echoes its
content.

The new covers will begin with
the next two issues of JSAS, which

will be dedicated to the 50th anni-
versary of the Society for Armenian
Studies and will be published as
special double issues, one in 2025
and the other in 2026.

The Society of Armenian

Studies, https://
societyforarmenianstudies.com/
, 1s an international body com-
posed of scholars and students.
It aims to promote the study of
Armenian culture and society,
including history, language, lit-
erature, and social, political, and
economic questions; facilitate the
exchange of scholarly informa-
tion about Armenian studies
worldwide; and sponsor panels
and conferences on Armenian
studies.
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PM Nikol Pashinyan Meets with

Continued frompage 1

of the century, at the end of the cen-
tury, and even today? Is it possible that
we rely too much on external encour-
agement and support? Are we miscal-
culating our responses to external sig-
nals? This question was urgent at the
beginning of the century, and it re-
mains urgent today.

And I don’t have the answer.
What 1 am saying is that true self-
reflection is crucial. We must go back
and reconsider our perceptions and
formulas. We constantly discuss the
Great Catastrophe (Medz Yeghern),
but do we truly understand the histori-
cal relationship between the Young
Turks and the Armenian Revolution-
ary Federation? When we politicize
this issue and use it as a tool to criticize
the ARF today, the entire conversation
shifts. It turns into a debate about past
versus present, rather than the deeper
historical truth. We must acknowl-
edge this and understand it.

Could it be that our interpreta-
tions are flawed? Because sometimes,
when I see contemporary apocalyptic
or messianic interpretations of inter-
national events, I realize that our un-
derstanding of global affairs may not
have changed since the time of
Khrimian Hayrik. That is the issue.
And it concerns all of us—including
myself—because I am one of you.
That is the essence of this conversa-
tion.”*

The Prime Minister also raised
the question of whether certain exter-
nal forces might have exploited

Armenia’s vulnerabilities to hinder the
existence of an independent and sover-
eign Armenian state.

“Could it be that some circles
have systematically exploited our weak-
nesses to make the establishment of a
sovereign Armenian state impossible?
Could such a thing have happened or
still be happening? I have my own
answer to this, which I share from
time to time, but I do not wish to
impose it on anyone,” Pashinyan said.

He also spoke about Armenian
identity and the importance of remem-
bering the Genocide, emphasizing that
it is not a matter of choice but an
inseparable part of identity.

“At the “Civil Contract’ party’s
Democracy School, I gave a two-hour
lecture explaining that the Great Catas-
trophe is not only undeniable but an
integral part of our identity. This is not
amatter of wanting or not wanting it to
be so. Even if someone wished other-
wise, it would be impossible. This
truth flows in our veins—it is part of
who we are. Anyone who tries to deny
this simply does not understand their
own people or their own identity,” he
concluded.

During his meeting with the
Swiss-Armenian community,
Pashinyan had stated that there is still
a need to understand what exactly
happened during the Armenian Geno-
cide, why it happened, and through
whom the Armenian people have per-
ceived it. Following this statement,
various groups accused Prime Minis-
ter Nikol Pashinyan of denying the
Genocide.

Europa Nostra: Arakelots Monastery

Continued from page 3

spanning 14 European countries, were
shortlisted by an Advisory Panel com-
prising European experts in history,
archaeology, architecture, project
analysis, and finance. The nominations
of the sites for the 7 Most Endangered
Programme 2025 were made or en-
dorsed by members of Europa Nostra,
as well as by members of the European
Heritage Alliance.

The shortlisted sites were selected
on the basis of their heritage signifi-
cance and cultural value, as well as the
serious danger that they are facing
today. The level of engagement of local
communities and the commitment of
public and private stakeholders to sav-
ing these sites were considered crucial
added values. Another selection crite-
rion was the potential of each of the
sites to act as a catalyst for sustainable
socioeconomic development.

Hidden within the forests of the
Tavush region in northern Armenia,
the Arakelots Monastery and Settle-
ment is a gem of medieval heritage.
This ensemble of religious and secular
monuments located two kilometers
west of the Acharkut village, along the
Kirants River, provides invaluable in-
sights into the cultural and economic
life of the 13th century. Its remote
setting, coupled with its proximity to
the Armenian-Azerbaijani border, un-
derscores its historical and geopolitical
significance.

The monastery, fortified with
imposing ramparts and watchtowers,
features the main church, a unique
domed hall adorned with delicate ar-
chitectural details, and an adjoining
narthex with a traditional Armenian
“hazarashen” roof structure. Notable
among its treasures is a fresco of Saint
Sargis, a rare depiction of the Arme-
nian saint, reflecting the monastery’s
dedication to Armenian Apostolic tra-
ditions. The remnants of the settle-
ment include a pair of churches, a
caravanserai, an oil mill, and the Sranots
Bridge, which collectively narrate the
story of a vibrant medieval trade hub
on the Armenian Silk Road.

Arakelots flourished under the
Georgian Zakarian and Mongol rule,
benefiting from its exemption from
taxation as a monastic estate. This
symbiotic relationship between the re-
ligious and secular domains fostered
prosperity and left aremarkable legacy
of Armenian-Georgian cultural influ-
ences. Despite its historical promi-
nence, the site has been abandoned
since the 17th century, remaining
largely unexplored.

WThe nomination of the
Arakelots Monastery and Settlement
to the 7 Most Endangered Programme
is led by an Individual Member of
Europa Nostra, Dr. Jasmine Dum-
Tragut from the Armenian Studies Di-
vision at the Centre for the Studies of
the Christian East of the University of
Salzburg in Austria.
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