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Pashinyan: 2025 Marks First Full Year of
Peaceful Future for Armenia

YEREVAN — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan said 2025 became the
first calendar year since Armenia’s
independence without casualties from
gunfire with Azerbaijan, calling it a
direct result of the strategy endorsed
by voters in the 2021 snap elections.
He emphasized that there have been no
border shooting fatalities since March
2024, describing this as the first full
year of a “peaceful future” for the
country

In a New Year message,
Pashinyan said the government’s goal
was not to rewrite history, but to
shape Armenia’s future by strengthen-
ing statehood and sovereignty. He
stressed that Armenia’s identity is in-
separable from its state, and that rein-

forcing the state means reinforcing
national identity

The prime minister highlighted
major diplomatic developmentsin 2025,
including high-level meetings with lead-
ers of the United States, Russia, China,
France, Iran, Turkey, and other coun-
tries. He said Armenia’s objective in
these engagements was to position
itself as a fully independent and sover-
eign state capable of making decisions
for its long-term continuity rather than
mere survival

Pashinyan described August 8,
2025, as a turning point, when Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan adopted a peace
declaration at a White House summit

Continued onpage3

Aliyev Tells U.S. Delegation That Trade
Relations Have Been Established Between
Armenia and Azerbaijan

BAKU — President of the Re-
public of Azerbaijan, [lham Aliyev, has
received a delegation of U.S. senators.

The delegation congratulated the
Azerbaijani head of state on the progress
achievedin advancing the peace agenda
between Azerbaijan and Armenia fol-
lowing the agreements reached last
August in Washington.

Highlighting the historic signifi-
cance of the agreements, Aliyev par-
ticularly emphasized the role of U.S.
President Donald Trump in this pro-
cess. The Azerbaijani president stated
that his country will continue to make
efforts to promote the regional peace

Continued onpage3

Stratfor: If Pashinyan Fails to Secure
Re-election, the Future of the Peace
Agreement Would Become Uncertain

AUSTIN, TX — Stratfor reports
that Armenia and Azerbaijan are ex-
pected to take measured steps toward
implementing the provisions of the
2025 framework peace agreement—a
process that could lower the risk of a
new conflict between the two coun-
tries.

According to the analytical cen-
ter, the normalization of trade relations
between the two sides is likely to
proceed cautiously. Rather than pur-
suing comprehensive economic inte-
gration, the parties are expected to
focus on building confidence through
limited trade cooperation.

On the domestic front, Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan s likely
to face growing public discontent,
largely driven by perceptions of con-
cessions to Azerbaijan and strained
relations with the Armenian Apostolic
Church. Pashinyan is also expected to
delay holding a referendum on consti-
tutional amendments until after the
June elections.

If Pashinyan fails to secure re-
election, the future of the draft peace
agreement would become uncertain.
However, should he retain power fol-

A
STRATFOR

lowing the vote, he is likely to prioritize
the implementation of the TRIPP
(“Trump Route), which is a central
component of the joint declaration
signed with the United States and
Azerbaijan.

Baku, for its part, is expected to
complete construction of its segment of
the Aras (Araxes) corridor through Ira-
nian territory in parallel with TRIPP,
while maintaining TRIPP as both lever-
age and an alternative route that could
exclude Armenia from regional integra-
tion in the event of non-cooperation.

Russia is expected to attempt to
obstruct the development of TRIPP;
however, its weakened position in the
region is likely to limit its ability to
significantly impede the westward pivot
of both Yerevan and Baku.

Armenia Ranks 13th Among the World’s
Safest Countries in the World Travel Index

YEREVAN — Armenia has been
included in the list of the world’s
safest countries for travel compiled by
the World Travel Index, ranking 13th
out of 193 countries with a score of
90.27.

The announcement was shared
by Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan on his Facebook page.

The Prime Minister noted that
the ranking reflects which countries
offer the best conditions for travel
safety.

“The year has started very well
and continues just as well. I love you
all,” Pashinyan wrote.

Armeniaranks above several des-
tinations often widely viewed as top-

tier “safe travel” countries, including
Oman (#14), Singapore (#17), Japan
(#23), and Iceland (#24).
Top 25 Safest Countries (World
Travel Index, Safety Index)
1. Tuvalu (Oceania) — 99.92
2. San Marino (Europe) — 99.57
3. Cook Islands (Oceania) —
99.09
. Nauru (Oceania) — 97.74
. Andorra (Europe) — 97.30
. Monaco (Europe) — 97.26
. Palau (Oceania) — 96.95
. Qatar (Middle East) — 92.52
. Marshall Islands (Oceania) —

O 0 3 N D
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Continued on page4



p

Massis Weekly

Pashinyan and 10 Bishops Sign Statement
Outlining Roadmap for Church Reform

YEREVAN — Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan has published
a statement on his social media pages
regarding reforms of the Armenian
Apostolic Holy Church.

“Dear compatriots, we are at the
residence of the Prime Minister of the
Republic of Armenia, where for sev-
eral hours we have discussed and agreed
upon the final text of the following
statement—a declaration on the re-
form of the Armenian Apostolic Holy
Church,” the Prime Minister said.

The statement, signed by
Pashinyan and ten bishops, reads in
part:

“We, the undersigned,

believing in and remaining faith-
ful to the teachings of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, to the faith sown
through the preaching of the holy
apostles Thaddeus and Bartholomew,
and to the sacred tradition of the Ar-
menian Apostolic Holy Church founded
through the efforts of Gregory the
[lluminator and King Tiridates III the
Great of Armenia;

emphasizing the central role and
significance of the Armenian Apos-
tolic Holy Church in the vital mission

Saturday, January 10, 2026

Universal health insurance fully implemented
as Armenia reviews 2025 healthcare results

of developing a values-based society
in the Republic of Armenia and pre-
serving national identity;

expressing deep concern over
the failure of the de facto head of our
Armenian Apostolic Holy Church and
members of his close circle to live by
and preach the principles of the Gos-
pel, the disruption of spiritual life, and
the manifestation of tolerance toward
glaring cases of moral degradation;

condemning and deeming unac-
ceptable the anti-canonical practice of
drawing the Church into politics and
subordinating it to various agendas
and interests;

hereby declare the launch of re-
forms within the Armenian Apostolic
Holy Church, to be carried out accord-
ing to the following roadmap,” the
Prime Minister stated.

The text of the statement also
notes that the signatories will establish
a Coordinating Council, which will be
entrusted with the organizational func-
tions of implementing the reform of
the Armenian Apostolic Holy Church.
The composition of the council may be
expanded by unanimous decision of'its
members.

“Trump Routh’ Could Affect Armenia’s
EAEU Membership, Says Russian Ambassador

YEREVAN — Russia is closely
monitoring developments surrounding
the Armenian—U.S. initiative announced
in Washington, titled “Trump Routh”
for International Peace and Prosper-
ity,” Russian Ambassador to Armenia
Sergey Kopyrkin said in an interview
with Noev Kovcheg.

According to Kopyrkin, at this
stage only the name of the initiative is
known, while no information is avail-
able about concrete practical steps. He
noted that Russia’s position will be-
come clearer once the initiative ac-
quires specific content, stressing that
it could affect Armenia’s membership
inthe Eurasian Economic Union, as the
transit of goods through Armenia’s
territory is also regulated by EAEU
legislation.

The ambassador added that Rus-
sia supports the unblocking of trans-
port links in the South Caucasus, but
emphasized that such processes must
be based on the trilateral agreements
reached between the leaders of Russia,
Armenia, and Azerbaijanin2020-2022,
and must take into account the inter-
ests of all countries in the region.

Kopyrkin also commented on

Armenia’srelations with the European
Union, noting that Moscow is observ-
ing Yerevan’s steps toward Europe. At
the same time, he reiterated Russia’s
position that simultaneous member-
ship in the EAEU and the EU is not
possible.

According to the ambassador,
Brussels expects Armenia to join anti-
Russian sanctions, while the potential
economic consequences of such steps,
in his view, are not being sufficiently
considered within the European Union.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
visited the Ministry of Health of Ar-
menia to review the ministry’s 2025
performance report, with a strong
focus on the rollout of the Universal
Health Insurance system, sector-
wide digitization, and expanded in-
frastructure investment.

Health Minister Anahit
Avanesyan reported that the imple-
mentation of Universal Health Insur-
ance began at the end of the year. In
its first phase, coverage includes
children under 18, citizens aged 65
and over, people with first- to third-
degree disabilities, individuals with
functional limitations, socially vul-
nerable groups and beneficiaries of
social assistance programs—includ-
ing families of fallen servicemen—
as well as employees earning AMD
200,001 and above per month. In the
first days of the year, 771 citizens
had already used services under the
insurance scheme.

Officials noted that all targets
set for 2025 have been fully met: the
system is fully operational, second-
ary legislation has been adopted, and
registries of services, medicines, and
eligible beneficiaries have been ap-
proved.

Prime Minister Pashinyan un-
derscored the importance of elimi-
nating cash payments in healthcare.
He stressed that non-cash transac-
tions are a cornerstone of an effec-
tive insurance system, ensuring
transparency, traceability of patient
care, and proper state oversight. Any
services delivered without the state’s
visibility, he warned, risk distorting
the entire system. Pashinyan called
for strict enforcement measures and
sanctions against medical institutions
that fail to comply.

The meeting also highlighted a
substantial budget increase for the
sector. In 2026, healthcare funding
will rise to AMD 220 billion, up from
AMD 164 billion in 2025—an in-
crease of more than USD 100 million
aimed at systemic reforms and im-
proved service delivery.

Significant progress has been
made in digitization. Birth registra-
tion is now fully digital and com-
pleted at maternity hospitals; immu-
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nization processes are entirely digi-
tal; and electronic prescriptions are
widely used, with an average of
807,732 prescriptions issued and
720,217 dispensed in the last quar-
ter. Digital sick-leave certificates are
in place, and the digitization of labo-
ratory services is ongoing.

Administratively, management
authority over 42 regional healthcare
institutions has been transferred to
the Ministry of Health. Over the next
three years, these facilities will be
reorganized through mergers into
single regional medical centers.

Infrastructure upgrades con-
tinue nationwide. Construction and
renovation projects are underway at
multiple facilities, including the Sisian
Medical Center, the National Center
for Mental Health, the National Cen-
ter for Infectious Diseases, branches
of the National Center for Disease
Control and Prevention, and medical
centers in Etchmiadzin, Masis,
Ashtarak, Yegvard (Nairi Medical
Center), Tashir, and Tsaghkahovit.

The government has launched
individual physician licensing and
introduced five-year licenses for
medical organizations. Organ and tis-
sue transplantation programs also
continued, with 15 kidney and 55
bone marrow transplants performed
by December 15.

Early disease detection remains
a priority. Screening programs ex-
panded for colorectal cancer, with
4,287 tests conducted among people
aged 50-75 and 2,870 tests among
those aged 4570 in 2025, leading to
six cancer detections. Breast cancer
screening included 7,779 free mam-
mography exams for women aged
45-68.

Maternal and child health initia-
tives continued with seven neonatal
screenings for early detection of con-
genital and hereditary diseases. In 2025,
adrenogenital screening expanded to
28,565 newborns, and an eye screening
program for newborns was launched
toward the end of the year.

Finally, the ministry reported
that in 2025 the state centrally pro-
cured 95 medicines for 16 diseases,
making them accessible to 238,964
beneficiaries.
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Armenian Council of America’s
New Year’s Message

As we close a year marked by
turbulence and uncertainty, we reflect
on a period that brought both profound
challenges and meaningful opportuni-
ties. In 2025, the Armenian people and
their allies witnessed developments that
renewed hope for Armenia and the
wider region, even as the world con-
tinued to grapple with armed conflicts,
humanitarian crises, and widespread
human suffering.

One of the most consequential
developments of the year was the Au-
gust 8 joint Armenia—Azerbaijan—
United States declaration signed in
Washington, alongside the initialing of
an agreement on the establishment of
peace and interstate relations between
Armenia and Azerbaijan. These steps,
if pursued in good faith and grounded
in international law, have the potential
to open a new chapter toward sustain-
able peace, regional stability, economic
cooperation, and long-term prosper-
ity. The Armenian Council of America
remains committed to ensuring that
any peace process advances Armenia’s
security, sovereignty, and the funda-
mental rights of its people.

Equally significant has been the
continued deepening of Armenia—
United States and Armenia—European
Union strategic and economic partner-
ships. These growing relationships not
only expand Armenia’s access to di-
versified markets and investment op-
portunities, but also strengthen demo-
cratic institutions, economic resilience,
and Armenia’s integration into the trans-
atlantic community. Together, these
efforts create a realistic and promising
pathway toward Armenia’s long-term
future.

Yet, despite these encouraging
developments, critical and urgent is-
sues remain unresolved. Armenian pris-
oners continue to be unlawfully held in
Azerbaijani custody in violation of in-
ternational humanitarian law. The rights
of Armenians forcibly displaced from
Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) remain
unaddressed, including their right to
safe return, justice, and restitution. At

ARMENIAN
COUNCIL OF
AMERICA

the same time, Armenian historical and
cultural heritage in Artsakh faces an
ongoing threat of erasure, underscor-
ing the urgent need for international
monitoring, accountability, and pres-
ervation efforts. These issues are not
negotiable, and the Armenian Council
of America will continue to advocate
forcefully for justice, accountability,
and the protection of Armenian rights
in Washington and beyond.

Beyond the South Caucasus, the
Middle Eastremains one of the world’s
most volatile regions. Continued insta-
bility has exacted a heavy toll on civil-
ian populations and has deeply af-
fected Armenian communities across
the region; socially, economically, and
culturally. We hold onto the hope that
2026 will bring lasting and sustainable
peace to the Middle East, allowing its
peoples, including long established
Armenian communities, to live with
security, dignity, and the ability to
thrive in their ancestral homelands.

As we welcome the New Year,
we do so with optimism and determi-
nation. We hope that 2026 will mark a
true turning point in Armenia’s mod-
ern history; defined by lasting peace,
strengthened democratic governance,
economic growth, and social progress.
The Armenian Council of America re-
mains steadfast in its mission to ensure
that the Armenian voice is heard, that
justice prevails, and that Armenia’s
future is secure and prosperous.

Happy New Year and Merry
Christmas.

Pashinyan: 2025 Marks First Full Year

Continued from page 1

hosted by U.S. President Donald
Trump. He noted that the foreign min-
isters of both countries initialed the
Agreement on the Establishment of
Peace and Interstate Relations, and
that earlier border demarcation regula-
tions based on the 1991 Alma-Ata Dec-
laration laid the legal foundation for
lasting peace

Addressing the economy, the
prime minister said Armenia fulfilled
its pledge of average annual growth of
around 7 percent since 2021. He noted
that Armenia’s economy has expanded
by more than 50 percent since 2018,
while 2025 tax revenues exceeded the
entire 2017 state budget by 30 percent.
He credited this progress to businesses
and citizens paying legally required
taxes and participating in the formal
economy

Pashinyan announced the launch
of universal health insurance, with the

state covering premiums for children
under 18 and pensioners over 65, as
well as expanded education and infra-
structure programs, including hundreds
of new or renovated schools and kin-
dergartens. He underscored education
as the government’s primary tool for
addressing social and economic chal-
lenges

Looking ahead to 2026, the prime
minister pointed to major international
events to be hosted in Yerevan, includ-
ing the European Political Community
Summit and COP-17 on Biodiversity.
He also highlighted the upcoming par-
liamentary elections in June 2026, call-
ing on citizens to defend peace, de-
mocracy, and statehood through free
and fair elections

Concluding his message,
Pashinyan said Armenia has “reached
the future and lives in it,” expressing
confidence that 2026 will be a year of
unity, consolidation, and continued
peace.
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Jebejian-Ayvazian Family Foundation Awards
Major Gift To Armenian National Institute

Armenian

National Insiitute

[DedicatedifolthelstiidyaresearchandiatiirmationfofithelArmenianiGenocide

Follow the documentary trail to understand the campaign for self-determination by the
Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh that led to two large-scale wars, failed international mediation
effarts, and the ethnic cleansing of the Armenian population in 2023.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
Armenian Assembly of America (As-
sembly) announces the award of a
major donation from the Jebejian-
Ayvazian Family Foundation Endow-
ment directed to the benefit of the
Armenian National Institute (ANI).

The $100,000 gift was made to
support the expansion of ANI services
and of the AGMA online museum site
expressly related to the latest tragedies
that saw the ethnic cleansing of the
Armenian population of Nagorno
Karabakh.

Chair of the ANI Board of Gov-
ernors and Chair Emeritus of the Ar-
menian Assembly Van Z. Krikorian
welcomed the gift: “I want to express
our deep gratitude for this significant
endorsement of the methods and
projects of the Armenian National In-
stitute, with very special thanks to Ms.
Shake Jebejian, who approved our plans
and proposals. This meaningful in-
vestment by Shake and her family
exemplifies the value of teaching our
past to protect our future.”

“The events surrounding the de-
struction of Nagorno-Karabakh are well
documented but are being actively de-
nied. Much of the most damning evi-
dence comes from Azeri and Turkish
sources, including admissions of geno-
cidal intent before, during, and after
September 2023. If there were any
reasonable doubts before, today it is
clear from their own words and deeds
that the perpetrators’ ultimate objec-
tive has always been the eventual elimi-
nation of the Armenian people, our
Christian presence, and culture in
Artsakh as a precursor to moving
against the current Republic of Ar-
menia,” Krikorian added. “Having
achieved their material objectives,
genocidal regimes immediately re-
sort to distorting the evidence and
manufacturing a denial industry. This
site and our ongoing, fact-based
work pre-empt the crude denial ef-
forts to date and the more sophisti-
cated denials and false narratives we
expect over time from the authori-
tarian Aliyev and Erdogan govern-
ments.”

Ms. Shake Jebejian, age 93, is the
sole surviving member of her branch
of the Jebejian and Ayvazian families.
In 1915, her grandparents and their
young children fled the genocide, set-
tling in British controlled north Africa,
where her parents met. Shake was
born in 1932 and her sister, Azniv,
followed shortly thereafter. The
Jebejian sisters’ story is a testament to
the initiative and tenacity of the Arme-
nian diaspora. Shake and Azniv at-
tended a school organized by the Ar-
menian community in a rural area of
what is now Sudan. Because she was
an excellent student, Shake transferred
to a British mission school in
Khartoum, where she came under the
guidance ofa British Christian minister
who helped her become fluent in En-
glish. In the early 1950s, Shake immi-
grated to the United Kingdom as a
refugee. She eventually immigrated to
the United States in 1957. Alone in the
US, Shake settled into the Armenian
community in suburban Philadelphia.
She found work as the administrative
assistant to a senior partner in a pres-
tigious law firm, where she worked
until retirement in the late 1980s. After
she became an American citizen, Shake
sponsored the immigration of her
mother and sister. In America, Azniv
continued her work for British Air-
ways. Neither sister ever married, and
both were life-long humble Christians
and staunch supporters of the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church.

The new section of the ANI
website is titled The Ethnic Cleansing
and Destruction of Nagorno-Karabakh:
The Latest Chapter of the Armenian
Genocide, and contains thousands of
pages, photos, and more than 370
formal records from official, interna-
tional, and public entities that observed
or reported about the course of events.
A wide array of documents is offered,
ranging from UN and OSCE records to
United States, European, and other
countries’ legislative and executive
documents, human rights organiza-
tions’ reports, American universities’
research documentation projects, and
other vetted, relevant material.

Aliyev Tells U.S. Delegation

Continued from page 1

agenda.

Noting that trade relations be-
tween Azerbaijan and Armenia have
already been established, Aliyev un-
derscored the importance of exporting

Azerbaijani petroleum products to Ar-
menia, as well as supplying wheat
from Kazakhstan and Russia to Arme-
nia via Azerbaijan. He also expressed
hope that the TRIPP corridor will cre-
ate new opportunities for regional con-
nectivity.
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Haigazian University Board of Trustees
Unveils Exquisite 70th Anniversary Gala
Celebrating a Global Legacy

LOS ANGELES — The Board
of Trustees of Haigazian University
is delighted to announce the highly
anticipated 70th Anniversary Gala,
an evening of elegance and celebra-
tion that will unfold in Los Angeles,
marking a monumental milestone in
the University’s storied history. This
glittering event, aptly titled From Beirut
to Hollywood, will bring together an
illustrious gathering of alumni, bene-
factors, partners, and distinguished
guests from around the world to com-
memorate seven decades of unparal-
leled academic excellence, transfor-
mative leadership,and unwavering com-
mitment to service.

This historic gala promises to be
a tribute to Haigazian University’s
legacy, reflecting on its remarkable
journey since its founding while hon-
oring the institution’s enduring mis-
sion to educate, inspire, and lead
across generations and continents.

As part of this milestone
evening, the University will proudly
honor Joyce Philibosian Stein, the
beloved Lifetime Trustee and stead-
fast advocate of Haigazian University.
For decades, Joyce and her family
have been pillars of support, deeply
invested in the University’s strength,
growth, and continued success. Her
exceptional dedication will be honored
as part of the evening’s festivities.

Co-chairing the Gala Commit-
tee are Tina Segel and Raffi
Kendirjian, both esteemed members
of the Board of Trustees. With their
impeccable taste and unwavering
commitment, they are curating an
unforgettable night that will combine
glamour, tradition, and celebration into
a spectacular showcase of Haigazian
University’s 70-year legacy.

The soirée will feature an ex-
clusive guest list, including Rev.
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Dr. Paul Haidostian, the esteemed
President of Haigazian University,
and several prominent Board of
Trustees members traveling from
both Beirut and throughout the
United States. Dignitaries, alumni,
and distinguished individuals from
across the East and West Coasts of
the United States will converge for
an evening that promises to be noth-
ing short of spectacular.

As the evening unfolds, guests
will be treated to a sensational mu-
sical performance by world-re-
nowned Armenian jazz virtuoso
Vahagn Hayrapetyan from Arme-
nia and his exceptional band, for
this once-in-a-lifetime occasion.
Their captivating performance will
add an enchanting and culturally
rich dimension to the gala, per-
fectly complementing the evening’s
grandeur.

Additional details regarding the
evening’s opulent program and ex-
quisite highlights will be revealed in
the coming weeks. This promises
to be an unforgettable celebration
of Haigazian University’s enduring
legacy—one that will continue to
inspire generations to come.

Forreservations and donations
go to: https://tinyurl.com/HU-
LAbanquet

AAF Delivered $41 Million of Medicines to
Armenia and $4 Million to Lebanon in 2025

GLENDALE — During the
calendar year of 2025, the Armenia
Artsakh Fund (AAF) donated a to-
tal of $45 million worth of various
types of life-saving medicines to
Armenia ($41 million) and Lebanon
($4 million).

These medicines and medical
supplies were sent by sea and air
on 30 separate shipments through-
out 2025.

“We highly appreciate the
valuable medicines donated by sev-
eral major American corporations
and charities that are longtime part-
ners of the Armenia Artsakh Fund,”
stated Harut Sassounian, President
of AAF.

In the past 36 years, including
the shipments under its predeces-
sor (the United Armenian Fund),
the AAF has delivered to Armenia
and Artsakh a grand total of $1.1
billion worth of humanitarian aid on

ARMENIA ARTSAKH FUND

board 168 shipments by air and
2,624 by sea.

“The Armenia Artsakh Fund
isregularly offered, free of charge,
millions of dollars in life-saving
medicines and medical supplies. We
would appreciate your generous do-
nations to the AAF so that we can
continue delivering this valuable as-
sistance to all medical centers in
Armenia,” stated Sassounian. “All
contributions to the AAF charitable
organization are tax-deductible.”

For more information, contact
the AAF at: sassoun@pacbell.net.
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Society for Armenian Studies Elects 2026
Executive Council Officers
Barlow Der Mugrdechian Elected President

The Society for Armenian Stud-
ies (SAS) held its Annual Membership
Meeting on Saturday, November 15,
followed by an Executive Council meet-
ing on Saturday, December 13, 2025.
The Executive Council elected new
officers for the upcoming year: Presi-
dent, Barlow Der Mugrdechian
(Berberian Coordinator of the Arme-
nian Studies Program, Fresno State);
Vice-President, Asya Darbinyan (Ex-
ecutive Director of Chhange [Center
for Holocaust, Human Rights & Geno-
cide Education] at Brookdale Commu-
nity College, New Jersey); Treasurer,
Talar Chahinian (Program for Arme-
nian Studies, University of California,
Irvine); Secretary, David Zakarian
(Berberian Professor of Armenian Stud-
ies, Fresno State); and advisors,
Victoria Abrahamyan (Postdoctoral
Research Fellow at the University of
Geneva); Melanie Tanielian (Associate
Professor of History, University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor), and Bedros
Torosian (ucC Chancellor’s
Postdoctoral Fellow at UC Davis [His-
tory Department)].

Journal of the Society for Arme-
nian Studies co-editors Houri Berberian
(Meghrouni Family Presidential Chairin
Armenian Studies and Director of the
Center for Armenian Studies, University
of California, Irvine) and Talinn Grigor
(Professor of Art and Architectural His-
tory, University of California, Davis will
continue to serve as ex-officio officers
of the SAS Executive Council.

“l am looking forward to my
upcoming year as President of the
Society for Armenian Studies and I
look forward to working both with the
continuing and new officers,” said Der
Mugrdechian. “SAS plays a vital role
in the field of Armenian Studies. Our
members around the world are de-
voted to the study of Armenia and the
Armenian people. Thisresearch, shared
with the academic community and the
public, helps raise awareness about
Armenian culture.”

Der Mugrdechian thanked 2025
outgoing Executive Council members
Elyse Semerdjian, Armen Marsoobian,
and Helen Makhdoomian for their dedi-
cation and service to SAS.

Under Der Mugrdechian’s lead-
ership, SAS will continue its commit-
ment to the development of Armenian
Studies and to working with scholars
and organizations across the globe.

The Society for Armenian Stud-
ies (SAS) celebrated its 50th anniver-
sary in 2024. Founded in 1974, the
SAS is an international body, com-
posed of scholars and students, whose
aims are to promote the study of Ar-
menian culture and society.

The SAS website,
societyforarmenianstudies.com, pro-
vides information about events and ac-
tivities. Readers who wish to financially
support the SAS can become a member.
The secretariat of the SAS is based in the
Armenian Studies Program at California
State University, Fresno.

Armenia Ranks 13th Among the World

Continued from page 1

10. Sao Tom¢é and Principe (Af-

rica) — 92.13
11.United Arab Emirates (Middle
East) — 92.12

12. Kiribati (Oceania) — 91.96
13. Armenia (Europe) — 90.27

14. Oman (Middle East) — 89.15
15. Bahrain (Middle East)—86.84
16. Grenada (Caribbean) — 86.47
17. Singapore (Asia) — 86.07
18. Saint Kitts and Nevis (Carib-
bean) — 85.64

19. Slovenia (Europe) — 84.78
20. Croatia (Europe) — 84.43
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