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U.S. and Armenia Announce Release of
TRIPP Implementation Framework Statement

WASHINGTON, DC — Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio and Foreign
Minister of Armenia Ararat Mirzoyan
met today in Washington, D.C., to
announce the release of the Trump
Route for International Peace and Pros-
perity (TRIPP) Implementation Frame-
work. This document, published be-
low, is the latest step toward fulfilling
the commitments made at the White
House on August 8, 2025, to advance
the cause of lasting peace in the South
Caucasus.

The Framework outlines a con-
crete path to operationalize the TRIPP,
which is intended to establish unim-
peded, multimodal transit connectivity
on the territory of Armenia. While
connecting the main part of Azerbaijan
and its Nakhchivan Autonomous Re-

public and creating a vital link in the
Trans-Caspian Trade Route, the TRIPP
is expected to generate reciprocal ben-
efits for international and intra-state
connectivity for the Republic of Arme-
nia.

Reflecting the principles affirmed
at the historic August 8, 2025, Peace
Summit hosted by President Trump,
the TRIPP Implementation Framework
underscores the importance of sover-
eignty, territorial integrity, and reci-
procity to the overall success of the
TRIPP. The ultimate objective of the
TRIPP is to strengthen the prosperity
and security of Armenia and Azerbaijan
and further American commerce by
expanding regional trade and connec-

Continued onpage3

Armenian Christmas Reception at the
National Cathedral in Washington, D.C.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — On
January 9, the Embassy of the Repub-
lic of Armenia to the United States
organized a formal reception at the
Washington National Cathedral to cel-
ebrate Armenian Christmas and the
250th anniversary of the United States.

Remarks were delivered by the
Ambassador of the Republic of Armenia
to the United States, Narek Mkrtchyan;
Paula White-Cain, Pastor, Special Gov-
ernment Employee, and Senior Advisor

of the White House Faith Office; Arch-
bishop Hovnan Derderian, Primate of
the Western Diocese of the Armenian
Apostolic Church in the United States;
Bishop Mesrop Parsamyan, Primate of
the Eastern Diocese; and Pastor Chris
Halverson.

During the event, Ambassador
Mkrtchyan read a message from the
Prime Minister of the Republic of Ar-

Continued onpage3

Judicial Independence Is a Constitutional
Value and a Profound Responsibility,
Says Armenian President

YEREVAN — The President of
Armenia, Vahagn Khachaturyan, at-
tended and delivered welcoming re-
marks at an event marking Judicial
Authority Day.

“A democratic state’s vitality is
determined not only by the existence
of political institutions, but by their
real effectiveness,” the President
stated. “At the heart of this system

stands the judiciary, as the principal
guarantor of constitutional order and
the rule of law.

“The Constitution is the founda-
tion of a legal state, and the judiciary is
the mechanism through which that
foundation is transformed into a living
reality. The independence and impar-

Continued on page3

PM Pashinyan: It is Important to Enhance
Analytical Capabilities of National Security
Service as a Preventive Tool

YEREVAN — Armenia’s Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan visited the
National Security Service (NSS) and
attended an event marking the Day of
the Employee of the National Security
Bodies.

During the ceremony, the Prime
Minister delivered remarks, congratu-
lating those present on the occasion
and expressing gratitude for their ser-
vice to the Republic of Armenia and its
people.

“l must note that the National
Security Service is one of the most
important cornerstones of our state
and, in essence, one of the pillars that
has critical significance for the secu-
rity of the Republic of Armenia and the
preservation of constitutional order,”

Pashinyan said, according to a state-
ment released by the Prime Minister’s
Office.

The Prime Minister emphasized
that the government has adopted an
agenda centered on the long-term
sustainability of the state, placing the
Republic of Armenia at the core of all
objectives and actions.

“It is very important that the
state—regardless of the nature or es-
sence of the political authorities—has
a strong foundation and support. This
is extremely important to ensure the
sustainability and development of our
state,” he stressed.

Referring to the economic re-

Continued on page4
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Ararat Mirzoyan and Kristina Kvien
Discuss Steps Toward Implementing
the “TRIPP Route” Initiative

YEREVAN — Armenia’s Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs, Ararat Mirzoyan,
received the Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary Ambassador of the United
States to Armenia, Kristina Kvien, on
the occasion of the conclusion of her
diplomatic mission.

Both sides expressed satisfac-
tion with the results of their joint work
in recent years, which made it possible
to establish and steadily develop a stra-
tegic partnership between the Repub-
lic of Armenia and the United States.
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Among other issues, the interlocu-
tors discussed the steps being taken
toward the implementation ofthe “TRIPP
Route” initiative, underscoring its im-
portance from the perspective of en-
hancing regional connectivity and pro-
moting sustainable development.

Minister Mirzoyan thanked Am-
bassador Kvien for her contribution to
strengthening bilateral relations and
enriching the partnership agenda, and
wished her success in her future en-
deavors.

NATO Representative

TRIPP Will Open Major Economic
Opportunities for the South Caucasus

BAKU — The head of NATO’s
office in the South Caucasus, Alexander
Vinnikov, has stated that the TRIPP
initiative (Regional Infrastructure and
Partnership Platform) could unlock
significant economic opportunities for
the entire region and contribute to the
normalization of relations between
Armeniaand Azerbaijan.

In an interview with Azerbaijan’s
APA news agency, the NATO represen-
tative emphasized that the Alliance wel-
comes all constructive steps aimed at
achievingalasting peace agreement—an
outcome that is of key importance for
stability in the Black Sea region.

According to Vinnikov, the South
Caucasus has the potential to become
a major transport hub, but this would
require the development of modern
infrastructure and the establishment
of efficient cargo transit across mul-
tiple countries. He noted that the agree-
ment reached in Washington on Au-
gust 8, along with the creation of a
regional connectivity network—prima-
rily linking Armenia, Azerbaijan, and
Turkey, and more broadly connecting

Central Asia with Europe—clearly
demonstrates these opportunities.

“Regardless of what these initia-
tives are called, what matters is that
they genuinely serve the interests of
the countries of the region. They must
create conditions for the full realiza-
tion of the economic and transit poten-
tial of all regional stakeholders,”
Vinnikov added, stressing that these
principles form the foundation of the
TRIPP initiative.

Tsitsernakaberd Renovation to Be Completed
by April 24, Says Zhanna Andreasyan

YEREVAN — According to
Zhanna Andreasyan, Minister of Edu-
cation, Science, Culture and Sports of
Armenia, the renovation of the
Tsitsernakaberd Memorial Complex
will be completed by April 24.

The Tsitsernakaberd memorial
complex and museum remain open to
visitors during the renovation period,
and the ongoing works are expected to
be completed within the scheduled
timeframe, the minister said.
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Russian Railways, Which Also Manages
Armenia’s Rail Network, Struggles to Service
Its Debts

Russian Railways, which also
manages Armenia’s rail network
through South Caucasus Railway, is
facing a deep financial crisis and is
struggling to service its debts. The
company, which operates one of the
world’s largest rail networks—span-
ning some 85,000 kilometers, cross-
ing 11 time zones, and transporting
millions of passengers annually—is
now on the brink of bankruptcy.

According to Reuters, as of 2025
the company’s debts have reached a
record 4 trillion rubles—more than
$50billion—amid worsening economic
problems in a country at war.

The situation has deteriorated to
the point that the board of directors
has cut this year’s budget expendi-
tures by 20 percent, requested finan-
cial assistance from the government,
and decided to put up for sale one of
the company’s flagship assets: a 62-
story luxury skyscraper in central
Moscow valued at around $2 billion.
Reuters sources also note that, in or-
der to cover its debts, the company
may be forced to raise freight and
passenger transportation tariffs.

According to official data, the
rapid decline of Russia’s largest pri-
vate-sector employer— with around
700,000 employees—began after the
launch of the war against Ukraine,
when Moscow prioritized the trans-
portation of military cargo to supply
troops and equipment on the front
lines.

Another key reason behind the
company’s growing debt is the decline
in transportation volumes, largely fol-
lowing Western sanctions. In recent
years, Russian timber exports have
fallen by 18 percent, metals by 8 per-
cent, and ore and coal exports by 5
percent.

Since 2008, Russian Railways
has also taken over the management of
Armenia’s railways for a 30-year pe-
riod. Over the past two decades, there

have been only a few years in which
South Caucasus Railway operated at a
profit and did not receive millions of
drams in subsidies from Armenia’s
state budget to offset losses.

In 2024, the Russian company’s
Armenian subsidiary recorded declines
across several indicators. According
to the company’s report, South
Caucasus Railway’s revenue in 2024
fell by more than 3.3 billion drams—
nearly 20 percent—compared to the
previous year. Revenues declined from
freight transportation, passenger ser-
vices, and concession asset improve-
ments alike.

Over a four-year period, taxes
paid by South Caucasus Railway to
Armenia’s budget dropped by more
than half—by 55 percent. While the
company paid 5.8 billion drams in
taxes in 2021, tax payments in 2024
amounted to just over 2 billion drams.
The company’s main clients have in-
cluded fuel importer CPS, mining com-
pany GeoProMining Gold, and freight
operator Apaven.

The 2024 report also shows that
revenue from passenger transporta-
tion totaled 1.027 billion drams, while
expenses reached 4.5 billion drams. As
a result, the company incurred losses
of around 3.5 billion drams in this
segment alone in 2024—Ilosses that
were later partially compensated by
the Armenian government in the form
of subsidies.

Against the backdrop of these
systemic problems, Armenia’s Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan stated last
month that he had asked Russian part-
ners to urgently restore the railway
from Yeraskh to Nakhijevan and from
the Akhurik section to the Turkish
border. He also stated that if it be-
comes clear that the Russian side faces
difficulties in restoring those sections,
the Armenian government could take
them back and renovate them using its
own resources.

“The memorial complex and the
museum are open and will not be
closed on any day or at any hour,
including April 24,” Andreasyan as-
sured.

She explained that the installation
of stone slabs on three pylons at
Tsitsernakaberd has already begun,
and that all necessary work is being

carried out in cooperation with the
professional community to ensure
proper quality.

“There is no cause for concern
for our citizens. Those who wish to
visit may do so today, as the memorial
remains open, and by April 24 the
renovation work will be completed,”
the minister concluded.
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A Significant Segment of the Media Is Under
the Influence of Opposition Financial
Centers — Karapetyan, Kocharyan, Sargsyan

YEREVAN — There is a phe-
nomenon in Armenia that, prior to the
revolution, was largely concentrated
in the hands of the authorities, but
after the revolution has come under
the influence of centers operating within
the opposition field. This concerns a
substantial segment of the media.

Member of Parliament Arusyak
Manavazyan of the Civil Contract fac-
tion wrote about this on her Facebook
page, continuing:

“Before the revolution, many
media outlets were financially depen-
dent on the authorities and were there-
fore limited in their criticism.

“After the revolution, that depen-
dency changed. Today, a significant
part of the media is no longer financed
by the government, but has instead
come under the influence of major
financial centers operating in the op-
position field — Karapetyan,
Kocharyan, and Sargsyan.

“As aresult, an environment has
formed in which circles with large
financial resources attempt, in an ac-
tive and long-term manner, to advance
their political agenda, often resorting
to disinformation, one-sided narratives,
and aggressive counter-propaganda
against the authorities.

“In the public sphere, informa-
tion is widely circulated that certain
political forces pay their affiliated me-
dia employees salaries reaching into
the millions. As a result, some indi-
viduals have no difficulty setting aside

journalistic ethics, engaging in self-
promotion, and simultaneously spread-
ing hate speech against the authorities.

“The problem is not criticism.
Criticism is necessary in any healthy
political system. The problem lies in
the mechanism—when the media
ceases to operate in the public interest
and begins serving the goals of its
financiers or political centers.

“At that point, journalistic ethics
are pushed to the background, and the
information space turns into a tool of
manipulation.

“Those same media outlets, as a
rule, do not position themselves as fully
oppositional. They selectively provide
platforms to representatives of various
forces, yet even the lowest-quality or
most meaningless posts by their finan-
ciers are actively disseminated.

“In this environment, high-qual-
ity, independent, and balanced media
is rarely visible. It simply cannot fi-
nancially compete with powerful but
content-empty and low-quality pro-
duction.

“This is not a statement against
freedom of the press. On the contrary,
the expectation is that journalists and
media outlets be so independent and
professional that they can objectively
criticize the authorities while also not
remaining silent about the mistakes of
other political actors.

“There are also many positive
developments in this country that are
equally worthy of coverage.”

Judicial Independence Is a Constitutional Value

Continued from page 1

tiality of the courts are not merely
formal attributes of democracy, but its
substantive essence. Without indepen-
dent courts, it is impossible both to
protect citizens’ rights and to ensure
public trust in the state system.
“Trust in the judiciary is formed
when justice is not only administered,
but is also perceived as fair, accessible,
and transparent. It is this trust that binds
citizens to the state and strengthens the
foundations of the rule of law.
“Judicial independence is a con-
stitutional value and, at the same time,
a high responsibility. It requires that
judges make every decision solely on
the basis of the law and their own

conscience, free from any form of
influence. Upholding this principle is
of decisive importance for maintaining
the balance of the entire state system.

“This day is also an opportunity
to acknowledge the service rendered
by representatives of the judicial sys-
tem. Your work plays an important
role in strengthening the rule of law
and democratic statehood in Armenia.

“Iam confident that through con-
tinuous and consistent efforts, we will
be able to develop ajudiciary that fully
carries out its constitutional mission
and serves the public interest.

“I congratulate you on Judicial
Authority Day and wish you success
in your responsible service,” President
Khachaturyan concluded.
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Armenia on New York Times list of ’52
Places to Go in 2026'

NEW YORK — The New York
Times, one of the world’s most influen-
tial publications, has included Armenia
among its recommended travel destina-
tions for 2026, ranking it 20th on the list
of the world’s top places to visit.

“Set in the rugged Caucasus,
Armenia has quietly drawn hikers and
nature enthusiasts for decades. But
tourism numbers have recently surged,
with a record-breaking first eight
months of 2025 and a new high for
monthly arrivals setin August. Against
this backdrop, the Concours Mondial
de Bruxelles, one of the world’s top
wine competitions, comes to the capi-
tal, Yerevan, in May,” the New York

Times writes.

“Armenia, whose winemaking
tradition dates back over 6,000 years,
offers aficionados four main wine re-
gions to tour. Along the way, you can
also visit Lake Sevan, a mountain-
ringed volcanic lake whose shores are
dotted with thousand-year-old monas-
teries. A short drive away, Dilijan Na-
tional Park encompasses several moun-
tain ranges, with its alpine meadows,
vast forests and medicinal springs all
connected by anetwork of hiking trails.
The park features rare and endangered
plant species as well as brown bears,
wolves and European wildcats,” the
article reads.

U.S. and Armenia Announce

Continued frompage 1

tivity as well as create new transit
opportunities linking Central Asia and
the Caspian to Europe.

During the meeting, the two offi-
cials expressed satisfaction with the
strong momentum in the development
ofthe Armenia—U.S. strategic partner-
ship, highlighting the active implemen-
tation of existing agreements, joint

initiatives, and future prospects for
cooperation.

Minister Mirzoyan and Secre-
tary Rubio discussed the progress
made in implementing the agreements
reached at the Washington Peace
Summit held on August 8, 2025.
Both sides underscored the impor-
tance of further institutionalizing
peace and reviewed steps being taken
in that direction.

Armenian Christmas Reception

Continued from page 1

menia, Nikol Pashinyan, addressed to
the attendees.

The reception was attended by
senior U.S. government officials, rep-
resentatives of various religious insti-
tutions, ambassadors, Honorary Con-
suls of the Republic of Armenia, and
members of the Armenian community
in the United States.

In his remarks, Ambassador
Mkrtchyan extended Christmas greetings,
emphasized the role of Christian values in
Armenia—U.S. relations, highlighted the
leadership of the United States in promot-
ing religious freedom, expressed gratitude
to the Washington National Cathedral for
hosting the event, and wished the United
States continued success on the occasion
of its 250th anniversary.

In her address, Paula White-Cain
thanked the Ambassador for organiz-
ing the Christmas reception, under-
scored Prime Minister Pashinyan’s
dedication to the Armenian people, and
noted that Armenia, as the world’s
first Christian nation, has endured many

trials throughout history while pre-
serving its spiritual heritage and bear-
ing witness to faith globally. She em-
phasized that the United States stands
with the Armenian people in a spirit of
faith, partnership, and shared values.

Pastor Chris Halverson high-
lighted the importance of Prime Minis-
ter Pashinyan’s initiative to organize
the Prayer Breakfast in Armenia, not-
ing that it reflects the country’s com-
mitment to faith, unity, and leadership.

The participating spiritual lead-
ers congratulated those present on the
Glorious Feast of Christmas and of-
fered prayers.

The cultural program featured
performances by Nare Arghamanyan,
pianist and professor at the University
of Music and Performing Arts Vienna;
soloist Edita Dolunts-Kalayjian; and
organist Armine Khachatryan. Works
by Armenian artist Armen Kankanian
were also exhibited during the event.

The reception concluded with
the Lord’s Prayer, performed by stu-
dents of the Sunday School of St.
Mary Armenian Apostolic Church.
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Unknown Artefact: Armenia’s First
AI—generated Feature Film Wins Award at
Prestigious International Festival

YEREVAN (Armradio) — Lilit
Barseghyan’s film Unknown Artefact,
created entirely using artificial intelli-
gence, has won the Best Al Film award
at the AI International Film Festival.

The film marks Armenia’s first
artistic feature-length production fully
generated with Al technologies. Com-
pleted in November 2025, Unknown
Artefact was submitted to the interna-
tional competition in December and
received the award during the festival’s
screening on December 14.

Lilit Barseghyan has previously
produced several full-length and short
documentary films. In2025, she turned
to artificial intelligence to create her
first fictional feature film. Unknown
Artefact is an entirely author-driven
work: Barseghyan not only generated
the film using Al tools, but also wrote
the screenplay and composed the mu-
sic. The film’s soundtrack was like-
wise created through Al, drawing on
elements of Armenian and classical
music. The film is in English and has a
running time of 19 minutes.

Founded in 2021, the Al Interna-
tional Film Festival is the world’s first
festival dedicated exclusively to films
created using artificial intelligence. The
independent festival features multiple
award categories and hosts monthly
screenings and competitions in Holly-
wood, accompanied by online screen-
ings for international audiences.

On the festival’s official website,
Unknown Artefact is described as “an
unexpectedly powerful 19-minute dive
into the depths of a fractured

consciousnes — at once science fic-
tion, psychological drama, and experi-
mental fever dream.” The jury praised
the film’s nonlinear structure, its pur-
poseful use of visual distortions as meta-
phors for inner disintegration, and its
restrained yet immersive cinematogra-
phy, noting that the visual effects serve
the story rather than overwhelm it.

The filmtells the story of a young
woman named Lili, who has achieved
success in the art world as a curator
and appears to have a fulfilled family
life. Beneath this outward success,
however, lies an unfulfilled ambition:
to be recognized as a painter. Ob-
sessed with leaving her mark, Lili at-
tempts to inscribe her name in every
imaginable place — from archives to
mountaintops and even the ocean floor
—while fearing failure as an artist. Her
desire for fame ultimately pushes her
to risk everything she has in pursuit of
recognition as the greatest
abstractionist of her time.

According to the director, Lili’s
character reflects a common struggle:
“She has the same problem as many
people around us — constantly planning
to create something, yet never taking
the steps to do so.” The story takes an
unexpected turn, serving as a reminder
that, in the end, time preserves only
what is truly real.

Commenting on the award,
Barseghyan said that winning at such a
prestigious international festival is both
inspiring and motivating, encouraging
her to move forward with new cre-
ative projects.

PM Pashinyan: It is Important to Enhance

Continued from page 1

sults recorded since 2018, Pashinyan
also highly praised the work of the
National Security Service in ensuring
the security of economic activity. He
noted that the logic and agenda of
Armenia’s economic and institutional
transformation principles, adopted at
the government session earlier that
day, would be acceptable both to other
state bodies and to the National Secu-
rity Service.

The Prime Minister spoke about
the development of the NSS’s analyti-
cal capacities, underscoring that along-
side strengthening operational capa-
bilities, it is equally important to en-
hance analytical capabilities as a pre-

ventive tool. In this context, he high-
lighted the importance of adopting ap-
propriate strategies amid the growing
threats of the modern world.

“I once again want to congratu-
late you all on this day, thank the
service as a whole and each employee
individually, and also extend my New
Year and Christmas greetings to you,
your family members, relatives, and
loved ones. I wish you success in your
continued service and express my sat-
isfaction in stating with confidence
that in all the most difficult situations,
the National Security Service has al-
ways been in its place, has always
acted within the scope of its duties,
and has addressed all the issues it was
meant to address. Of course, situa-
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Sev Ohanian Co-producer of “Sinners”
Wins Golden Globe

BEVERLY HILLS — Sev
Ohanian’s film Sinners has won a
Golden Globe Awards, marking a ma-
jormilestone for the Armenian-Ameri-
can producer and his creative team.

Co-produced by Sev Ohanian,
Sinners was recognized for its artistic
achievementand powerful storytelling,
earning critical acclaim throughout the
awards season. The Golden Globe win
underscores the film’s impact and its
resonance with both audiences and
critics.

Ohanian, known for champion-
ing bold, director-driven projects, has
steadily built a reputation for produc-
ing films that combine strong narrative
vision with cultural relevance. The
success of Sinners further cements
his standing among Hollywood’s lead-
ing contemporary producers.

The Golden Globe victory is ex-
pected to boost the film’s momentum as
it continues its awards-season run, while
also highlighting Ohanian’s growing in-
fluence in the global film industry.

tions have varied and have been diffi-
cult—sometimes even seeming insur-
mountable—but the fact that we have
overcome all these challenges would
not have been possible without the
decisive role of the National Security

Service,” the Prime Minister concluded.
On the occasion of the Day of the
Employee of the National Security
Bodies, Nikol Pashinyan awarded NSS
staff members with commemorative
medals and certificates of honor.
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Armenian Cilicia Evangelical Church

ARMEN AROYAN LIBRARY

QpbrLh TLNL2UZULTRU
BOOK SIGNING

MEMOIRS OF
CMARDIROS (AGHA
GERTMENIAN
OF CHADJIN

and edited by
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