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Tensions Rising Near Karabakh
ArmeniaAccusesAzerbaijan Of TruceViolation

Y ERVAN -- Azerbaijani
and Armenian forces ex-
changed gunfire on Tuesday
in what correspondents say is [if
the most serious outbreak of &
violence in the region in re-
cent months. ;

Azerbaijan said one of %
itssoldierswaskilled early on §
March 7 near the ceasefire
linethat separatesAzerbaijani
and Armenian forces.

Armenian forces said
one of their men had been

killed in a separate clash last Armenian soldiersduringtraining exer cises

week.

A senior lawmaker said on Monday
that theArmenian military should consider
launching cross-border offensive opera-
tionsagainst Azerbaijani army positionsif
the latest truce violations reported by
Yerevan continue unabated in the coming
days.

The spokesman for Armenia’s De-
fense Ministry, Seyran Shahsuvarian, said
Armenian forces deployed along the
heavily militarized border with Azerbaijan
have come under automatic gunfire on a
practically daily basisover the past week.
He said such incidents were until now
registered only once or twice a month.

The reported fighting appearsto be
largely confined to the western section
of the Armenian-Azerbaijani border.
Shahsuvarian said a19-year-old Armenian

soldier, Arsen Zakevosian, waskilled there
last Friday during a skirmish with
Azerbaijani forces. The Armenian side
suffered no other casualtiesin recent days,
he added.

Shahsuvarian and other Armenian
officials linked the truce violations to
Azerbaijani President |lham Aliev's re-
newed threats to resolve the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict by force.

The reported shootouts underscore
theescd ation of Armenian-Azerbaijani ten-
sions following the collapse of last
month'scrucia Karabakh peacetalksnear
Paris. Aliev has since said that his nation
will not rush to make major concessions
to the Armenians and must be prepared
for attempting to win back Karabakh by
force.

tion and the defence.

lifeimprisonment.

Azeri Officer Safarov Guilty For TheMurder Of
Gourgen Margaryan
BUDAPEST -- A Hungarian court has handed aguilty verdict to Azeri officer
Ramil Safarov accused in the murder of Armenian officer Gourgen Margaryan.
Nazeli Vardanyan pleading for Margaryan’s family has informed RFE radio
station that based on the testimony of two Hungarian witnesses and the conclusion
of fourth expert the Hungarian judge has rejected al the petitions of Safarov’s
barristers on calling new witnesses and on the background of the first expert’s

conclusion (about Safarov’s being guilty at the moment of committing the crime)
decided that there was enough information for the final conclusion of the prosecu-

Accusatory and defending speeches, as well as the final plea of the accused
will be heard at the next sitting, appointed on April 4.

The sentencing decision of the court will be declared on April 13. According
to the criminal code of Hungary Ramil Safarov can be sentenced 8 to 15 years or

Businessman Shot Dead | n Yerevan In Broad Daylight

YEREVAN -- A 53-year-old businessman was gunned down in downtown
Yerevan in broad daylight and under uncertain circumstances last Saturday.

Theman, identified by police asAshot Vartanian, wasfatally shot in the head by
unknown assailants. His body lay next to his car early in the afternoon, surrounded
by law-enforcement officers and forensic experts searching for clues.

The presence of the chief of the Yerevan police department, Nerses Nazarian,
among them testified to the extraordinary character of the crime. “Investigators and
forensic experts are already working to solve the murder,” Nazarian told RFE/RL at
the scene, refusing to speculate about its possible motives.

Vahe Hovannisian, aprosecutor leading the criminal investigation, was also reti-
cent. “1 can’t give any details for the moment in the interests of the investigation,” he
told reporters. “Nor can | come up with any theories right now.”

Nobody was reportedly arrested or questioned over the weekend in connection
with the crime committed on one of the city center’s bustling avenues. Its perpetra-
tors were clearly undaunted by the fact that it is rarely deserted in daytime.

Vartanian was later identified as the owner of a small pastry company based in

the city’s southern Shengavit district.

Gorbachev:

“Karabakh Secession From Azer baijan WasJustified

MOSCOW (Regnum) -- USSR first
and only President Mikhail Gorbachev in
hisinterview to Moskovsky Komsomolets
daily has commented on the conflict in
Nagorno Karabakh.

Answering to the question “Could
Moscow put an end to the Nagorno
Karabakh separatist regime and urge
Azerbaijan to grant Nagorno Karabakh
more independence without its joining
Armenia?,” Mikhail Gorbachev noted that
“Moscow was prepared to allocate 1 bil-
lion rubles for development of Nagorno
Karabakh, which had a population of
180,000, force Baku to restore all finan-
cial assistance, open ties with Armenia
and grant autonomous republic status to
Nagorno Karabakh.”

“But when Nagorno Karabakh was
declared integral part of the Armenian ter-
ritory at a session of the Armenian Su-
preme Council. What should do then?
Introduce troops in Armenia? From my
point of view, the question of Nagorno
Karabakh secession from Azerbaijan was
justified in many ways.” Asked “how this
compromise could be reached?,”
Gorbachev answered that it was possible
only within frameworks of the USSR:
“Use of force would have given no re-
sults. A vivid exampleof it is Chechnya.”

Last president of USSR Mikhail
Gorbachev

When the journalist remarked that
under Gorbachev “troops were intro-
ducedin Thilisi, Baku, Vilnius,” Mikhail
Gorbachev replied that the troops were
introduced under hisorder only in Baku:
“Theeventsin Baku were completely out
of control, and both the Supreme Coun-
cil and the Central Committee (of therul-
ing Communist Party of the Soviet Union)
fell into complete paralysis, the state bor-
der of 200 km length was breached, at-
tacksat local institutionswere held. | im-
mediately sent Evgeny Primakov and
Andrey Girenko to Baku, they informed
me on the situation and proposed to de-
clare state of emergency and introduce
troops. | still think that by those mea-
sures we managed to escape more blood-
shed.”

USDeputy Assistant Secretary Of State For
European And Eurasian AffairsVistsArmenia

YEREVAN -- U.S. Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State Matthew Bryzapraised
Armenia’s efforts to forge closer defense
linkswith the United States and discussed
ways of boosting its “energy security”
during avisit to Yerevan on Tuesday.

“Thereason | am hereisthat | want
to do everything | possibly can to
strengthen the aready strong collabora-
tion between the United States and Arme-
nia,” Bryzatold reporters.

“We are working hard together to
help Armeniato realize its desire to have
stronger relations with the Euro-Atlantic
family. We are pleased with the consider-

L~

ARMEMPRESS,

Matthew Bryzawith FM Oskanian

able progress made in this regard over
past year,” he said, singling out the sign-
ing of Yerevan's “individual partnership

Continued on page3

Regime Continuing Harassment Of The Opposition
Hovannisian’sZharangutyun Party L ocked Out Of
Yerevan Offices

Y EREVAN -- An Armenian opposi-
tion party led by former Foreign Minister
Raffi Hovannisian alleged further harass-
ment by the authorities as it was effec-
tively squeezed out of its government-
owned offices in

Zharangutyun activists claimed,
however, that the orders came from the
highest echelons of Armenia’s govern-
ment in retaliation for their leader’s re-
cent verbal attacks on President Robert

Yerevan at the week-
end.

Zharangutyun (Heritage) Party
Satement On Page 2

Kocharian. “It is
clearer to us that this
istheresult of apoliti-

Senior members
of the Zharangutyun (Heritage) party
found themsel ves unabl e to enter the pre-
miseslocated in abuilding housing ama-
jor statetheater after officialschanged the
locks on their external doors. One of the
officials, who identified himself as the
theater’s chief engineer, said they acted
in accordance with the theater
management’s orders.

cal order,” oneof them,
Hovsep Khurshudian, told RFE/RL.
Hovannisian has |eased a section of
the property belonging to the Hakob
Paronian State Comedy Theater for nearly
15 years. It housed his think-tank, the
Armenian Center for National and Inter-
national Studies, until Zharangutyun’scre-

Continued on page3
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Microsoft SetsUp Shop InArmenia

Theworld’sleading computer soft-
ware manufacturer, Microsoft, has
opened an officein Yerevan in what offi-
cialsdescribed on Friday asafurther boost
to Armenia’s growing information tech-
nology (IT) sector.

The head of the Armenian Enter-
prise Incubator Foundation (EIF), aWorld
Bank-funded agency promoting the
sector’ sdevel opment, refuted reportsthat
a Microsoft representation that opened
its doorsin Baku thisweek isthefirst in
the South Caucasus.

“They initially intended to open a
singleregional officeinArmenia,” Bagrat
Yengibarian told anews conference. “ But
because of theArmenian-Azerbaijani con-
flict they decided to open an office in
Azerbaijanaswell.”

“Microsoft registered its[Armenia)
branch one month ago. The news wasn't
announced until now because they chose
their [chief local] representative only last
week,” he said.

According to Yengibarian, as well
as promoting its world-famous software
packages in the local market, the U.S.
computer giant will also be “implement-
ing projectsin the areas of education and
electronic management.” “ They will come
up with a package of proposals for those
fields,” hesaid. “Besides, it hasbeen ten-
tatively agreed that they will participate
inlegidativeand other initiativesaimed at
improving the business environment for
the devel opment of information technol -
ogy inArmenia.”

Armenia’s IT industry employs
thousands of well-paid specialists and is
seen as the most advanced in the region,
having expanded substantially over the
past decade. Foreign and mostly U.S.
companiesinvolved in software devel op-
ment and other 1 T-related activities have

been the main driving force behind the
growth.

Microsoft’s decision to set up shop
in Armenia may have well been inspired
by major Western firmslike Synopsisand
Lycos Europe that have moved a large
part of their production operations there
in recent years. The existence of rela-
tively cheap and skilled workforce in a
country that was once dubbed the Sili-
con Valley of the Soviet Union has been
the principal factor behind the foreign
investments.

However, Yengibarian and other I T
experts have repeatedly warned that the
sector’s further growth could stall un-
less the Armenian government embarks
on a sweeping overhaul of its system of
higher education. They say the number
and especialy the professional level of
young peoplegraduating fromthel T pro-
grams of local universities still leaves
much to be desired.

The government, meanwhile, an-
nounced on Thursday the impending
launch of an IT “technopark” in
Armenia ssecond city of Gyumri that will
seek to facilitate the emergence of small
and medium-sized hi-tech companies in
the area. Officials said they will receive
office space and business counseling free
of charge but will not enjoy any tax privi-
leges.

A similar but privately owned I T in-
cubator, called Viasphere Technopark, has
aready successfully operated in Yerevan
for nearly five years. It currently hosts
14 local and foreign IT firms employing
hundreds of people. “Thereis quite ade-
velopment going on here right now,”
Viasphere's deputy director, Khachatur
Khachikian, told RFE/RL. “Armenia’s
largest IT firm, Synopsis, is preparing to
move here soon.”

OSCE Office Launches Essay Competition
For Armenian Sudents On Gender |ssues

Y EREVAN --Therole of womenin
decision-making will be the theme of a
student essay competition that will be
launched tomorrow by the OSCE Office
inYerevan.

Organized in co-operation with the
Centre for the Development of Civil So-
ciety, the event inaugurates a gender ac-
tivities month, linked to 8 March, Inter-
national Women'sDay, and will endon 7
April, celebrated in Armeniaas Beauty and
Motherhood Day.

"The essay contest will inspire hun-
dreds of students, teachers and parents
and help focus on women'’s rights and
the role of women in Armenia’s public
and civiclife,” said Ambassador Vladimir
Pryakhin, Head of the OSCE Office.

"This project is one of the few
country-wide initiatives that aimsto pro-
mote gender education and awareness
through outreach to young Armenians,
especialy in the regions of the country.”

As in the previous contests, this
year'sevent will beorganizedin ninere-
gions of Armenia. The award committee
will select 27 regional winners and three
national winners, who will receive prizes
at a ceremony to be held in Yerevan on
10April.

Earlier this year, the OSCE Office
initiated an International Co-ordination
Group on Gender Issues, an informal fo-
rum of the main international actors in
the gender field in Armenia, to enhance
the exchange of information and co-or-
dination of gender-related initiatives.

PoliceReport Surgeln Drug-Related Crimes
InArmenia

YEREVAN -- TheArmenian police
have reported an aimost 80 percent in-
crease in the number of drug-related
crimes committed last year, giving weight
to expert estimates that drug abuse, tra-
ditionally limitedinArmenia, isontherise.

According to the latest official fig-
ures, 55 percent of 737 such crimes reg-
istered by the police in 2005 had to with
illegal salesand trafficking of various nar-
cotics, including “soft” drugs such as
marijuana. Even possessing them isase-
rious crime under Armenian law.

The national Police Service has not
yet provided more detailed drug statis-
tics, making it difficult for experts to
gauge the scale of the problem. They say
that although drug addiction is unlikely
to have grown considerably over the past
year, itisclearly becoming more of aprob-
lem for the country.

“The growth in drug abuse in Ar-
meniais obvious,” Artur Potosian, coor-
dinator of an anti-drug project imple-
mented by the United Nations Develop-
ment Program, told RFE/RL without giv-

Presdential Campaign against Raffi Hovannisian
And HeritageParty Continues:
Break-in at Main Office

YEREVAN -- On March 4, 2006 , an anonymous telephone caller informed
Heritage Party officials that “ agents from the KGB are breaking the entrance door”
of Heritage's headquarters located at 7 Vazgen Sargsian Street in the center of the
capital. Responding to the call, party representatives arrived at the scene and wit-
nessed the process of replacement of the entrance door’s aready-smashed lock.
Thiswas carried out by the chief engineer Levon Zohrabian of the Hakob Paronian
Musical Comedy State Theater and two members from the theater’s auxiliary staff.
In the meantime, the entire process was being supervised by two unknown men
who were sitting in a nearby car. When approached the latter introduced them-
selves to Heritage Party members as friends of Karapet Shahbazian, the director of
the theater, asserting that they were “helping their friend as afavor and seeing to it
that the latter’s orders are carried out.”

Several days earlier, on February 25, aletter addressed to Chairman Raffi K.
Hovannisian of the Heritage Party was received from Shahbazian, who demanded
that tenant Hovannisian “ vacate the premises and relinquish it in one week’stime.”
According to the letter, pursuant to the Armenian government’s August 11, 2005
Decision No. 1569-A “On Transferring Property to the State Department on Prop-
erty Management of the Government of the Republic of Armenia,” the real estate
belonging to the theater was transferred to the aforementioned Department.

Taking into account that the government-run State Department on Property
Management was now presented as the party to the lease signed with the Hakob
Paronian Musical Comedy State Theater, Raffi Hovannisian, immediately after hav-
ing received the letter, had a telephone conversation on the issue with Minister
Manuk Topuzian, chief of the governmental staff. Topuzian recommended sending
a formal letter to Prime Minister Andranik Margarian, which was done without
delay.

In response to the subsequent telephone call made by the theater’s director
on March 3, Heritage Party representatives informed him that since in conformity
with his own letter the proprietor of the premises was now the Armenian govern-
ment, the parties to the contract ought to wait for the Prime Minister’s formal
response. Karapet Shahbazian agreed to wait.

Nonetheless, as an apparent result of official pressure, an unlawful act was
intentionally committed by the theater’s technical personnel the next day and with-
out prior natice to the tenant. The theater’s staff members told Heritage Party and
media representatives who had arrived on the scene that they were just carrying
out orders, and an explanation for this blatant violation of civil rights could only be
given by the two individuals overseeing the operation from the vehicle. But as soon
as members of the press began arriving the “friendly overseers’ departed.

Heritage Party representatives then made atel ephonic appeal to theater direc-
tor Karapet Shahbazian, explaining to him theillegality of his deeds and asking that
he give an explanation. He refused.

Raffi K. Hovannisian has |eased the space located at 7 Vazgen Sargsian Street
for nearly 12 years and has always fulfilled, conscientiously and in timely fashion,
all the obligations set forth by the lease signed with the theater. The encroachment
upon the Heritage Party’s headquarters was executed the day after Raffi Hovannisian
had |eft for Europe. The first Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Arme-
niais representing Armenian perspectives in a number of prestigious forums and
international meetings devoted to regional security and cooperation which arebeing
held these days in Great Britain and other European countries.

This outrageous operation against the Heritage Party and its leader is one
further link in the chain of a new campaign of threats, intimidation, and introduc-
tory terror carried out by the incumbent presidency and its security apparatus.
Notably, this campaign has followed in the heels of Raffi Hovannisian's recent
public activity, citizens' initiatives and freely expressed opinions, and has been
launched through the use of large-scale technologies of slander by the state-super-
vised propaganda machine and its stooges against the long-standing institutions of
high repute headed by Raffi and Armenouhi Hovannissian.

In thislatest chapter, the “ party of power” aimsto parayze Heritage's activi-
tiesin advance of parliamentary elections and other developments of interest. It is
not to be ruled out that the acting authority, based on its own fear and lack of public
legitimacy, will continue its policies of persecution with imaginary, trumped-up
charges to be made against the party and its members.

ing any estimates.
“It is true that drug addiction is

“Our monitoring shows that hash-
ish and marijuana are the main drugs in

much lesswidespread inArmeniathanin
the CIS and even around theworld,” said
Petros Semerjian, director of the National
Narcology Dispensary. “Still, such a
problem does exist here.”

Semerjian said the dispensary
treated about one hundred people last
year and currently has some 60 drug ad-
dictsonitswatchlist. That their real num-
ber is much higher is suggested by a sur-
vey conducted among 3,800 randomly
chosen Armenians and financed by the
European Union and the United Nations
Development Program last year. About 8
percent of them said they know of indi-
viduals regularly using drugs.

circulation,” said Semerjian. “But we
largely deal with intravenous drug ad-
dicts.”

The use of intravenous drugs re-
mainsrare by Western and CI S standards.
Still, health authorities say it is increas-
ingly contributing to the spread of AIDS
inArmenia.

“Until 1999 the disease was mainly
transmitted through heterosexual inter-
course,” said Arshak Papoyan, head of
the Armenian Health Ministry’s National
Center for AIDS Prevention. “But since
then the disease is being increasingly
transmitted as a result of drug injec-
tions.”
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ArmeniansProtest In Paris
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AASSACRE LES ARMENIE!
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Julfa (Nakhichevan) by the Azeri army.

for this internationally unaccepted act.

Answeringto thecall of thethree Armenian political parties (S.D. Hunchakian,
Armenian Revolutionary Federation and Ramgavar Azadagan), with the support of
the Coordination Council of Armenian Organizations of France (CCAF), 1.000
Armenians gathered on the evening of Tuesday, 28 February 2006, in Paris, at a
distance of hundred meters from the Embassy of Azerbaijan, to protest against the
recent destruction of the Khachkars (stone-crosses) of the Armenian cemetery of

With the backdrop of the Eiffel Tower, several speakers of the Armenian
organizations and representatives of French National Parliament condemned this
latest wave of extermination of Armenian historical monuments.

The President of the CCAF, Alexis Govciyan, asked Azerbaijan to apologize

The European Parliament condemned on 17 February 2006 the destruction
of theArmenian cemetery by 85 votesto 5. It plansto send an investigative mission
to the archaeological site of Julfa next spring.
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Hovannissan’sZharangutyun Party L ocked
Out Of Yerevan Offices

Continued from page 1

ation about three years ago.

The theater director, Karapet
Shahbazian, denied that the opposition
party was locked out of its headquarters
for political reasons. He said that the en-
tire building was recently transferred to
the jurisdiction of the Armenian
government’s Department on State Prop-
erty Management and that he has repeat-
edly told the tenant to sign a new lease
agreement with the latter. “1 have warned
them that we are not the owners of the
building and that they can sign anew con-
tract with Department on State Property
Management,” Shahbazian said.

Zharangutyun leaders dismissed the
explanation, saying that their current lease
agreement with the theater was due to
expire only in June. “They insisted that
wevacatetheofficesearlier,” said Karapet
Kalenchian, another party activist.

“They broke the doors and entered
the office,” said Khurshudian. “We don't
know how long they stayed inside and
what they took away with them. All we
know is that they then sealed the door.”

But Shahbazian denied that his
workers entered the premises, insisting
that their internal doors, locked by
Zharangutyun officias, remain intact.
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The party’s de facto eviction from
its headquarters came amid acontroversy
sparked by Armenian state television's
attacks on Hovannisian's wife Armine
who runs the Yerevan office of the U.S.
youth education charity Junior Achieve-
ments (JA). The Kocharian-controlled
Armenian Public Television charged last
month she is diverting the organization’s
money toillegally finance Hovannisian’s
increasingly high-profile political activi-
ties.

ArmineHovannisanand JA officials
have dismissed the allegations as
“disinformation.” Speakingto RFE/RL last
week, she linked them to her husband’s
recent open letter to Kocharian which
effectively implicated the Armenian
leader in high-profile political murders
and vote falsifications. The Public Tele-
vision chief, Aleksan Harutiunian, scoffed
at the claims, saying that Armenia’slarg-
est TV channel will continueto “investi-
gate” the matter.

Hovannisian served as Armenia’s
first foreign minister in 1992 but was ef-
fectively denied Armenian citizenship un-
til 2001, something which prevented him
from contesting the last presidential and
parliamentary elections held in 2003. His
party is expected to be amajor contender
in next year’s parliamentary election.
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The South Caucasus. A Test For Europe's
Neighbor hood Policy

On 22 February, MEPs (European
Parliament) from the Committee on For-
eignAffairs met with academicsand other
experts at a public hearing to discuss the
EU’s role — past, present and future —
in  promoting  stability and
democratisation in the troubled South
Caucasus.

Following the failure of the recent
Rambouillet peace summit, the conflict
in the breakaway region of Nagorno
Karabakh — between Azerbaijan, which
lays claim to the province, and the sepa-
ratist Armenian mgjority, which controls
it — shows no signs of abating. Ditto for
South Ossetia, where the Georgian gov-
ernment now demands the withdrawal of
Russian peacekeeping forces from the
breakaway republic. Ditto for Abkhazia.
Dittofor Adjaria.

Such regional conflicts, argued
Oksana Antonenko, a Senior Fellow at
The International Institute for Strategic
Studies, represent the main obstacle to
the development of the South Caucasus.
Unless they are settled there can be no
peace, no regional cooperation, and no
closer integration with the EU. It isvery
important, for this very reason, that the
international community make progress
on conflict resolution in the region.

However, as Ms. Antonenko put it,
“no quick fixes can be expected”’. Re-
cent efforts, she claimed, have failed to
addressregional security challenges. The
rise of constituencies which advocate
hard-line solutions; thethreat of conflicts,
such asthat in South Ossetia, spilling over
into the region as a whole; the
“radicalisation of public opinion”; and
lastly, the militarisation of the South
Caucasus in general — all of these fac-
tors, noted the speaker, point to the fact
that the present situation is deteriorating.
Without concrete security guarantees for
the people of the region, she argued, “we
cannot imaginevoluntary demilitarisation
in the conflict areas”.

Prospectsfor EU involvement
"What can the EU do?" asked
Adrian Severin, of the Council of Europe.
“First and foremost, define the nature of
its own interests in the region” — with-
out this, he argued, it will be difficult for
Europe to define its policy priorities.
Stimul ating public awareness and educa-
tionintheregionisalso essential, argued
MEP Arpad Duka-Zolyomi (EPP-ED,
SK), asis promoting local NGOs, espe-

cialy in placeswhere people do not know
of their activities. “ Civil society hasto be
included in the democratisation of these
young republics’, concluded MarieAnne
Isler Beguin (GreendEFA, FR).

To play a tangible role in the
Caucasus, said Heikki Talvitie, EU Spe-
cial Representative for the South
Caucasus, European institutions should
try project a coherent notion of the EU’s
“identity” — itsingtitutional structure and
policy aims— into theregion. Ashelater
put it, “ There has been a deficit of Euro-
pean policies [with regard] to the expec-
tations of those countries’.

Thetension inthe Caucasus, argued
Mr. Severin, “is part of a larger, more
coherent problem: that is, the post-So-
viet order in the region”. What isimpor-
tant, noted Ms. Antonenko, is not whether
the conflict areas — South Ossetia and
Nagorno Karabakh — are pro-Russian.
Thequestion, for Europe, iswhy arethey
pro-Russian? She explained: “It was not
the EU but Russiawhich gave these people
their basic needs’ in the wake of the
break-up of the USSR. “Nobody offered
them any means for survival — Russia
did that”. The EU, she added, has not
offered them any security guarantees.

TheRussian factor meetsthe
K osovo factor

Russian president Vladimir Putin’s
recent remarks on the Caucasus cast a
shadow over the discussions. “If people
believe that Kosovo can be granted full
independence’, Mr. Putin had said dur-
ing a speech in late January, “why then
should we deny it to Abkhazia and South
Ossetia?”’

AsVytautas Landsbergis (EPP-ED,
LT) saw it, Putin’s policy in the region
was painfully simple: support the sepa-
ratists favourable to Russia and under-
mine all those opposed to it.

Hannes Swoboda (PSE, AT), for his
part, asked participants to focus on the
“knock-on effect from the Kosovo prob-
lem”. For the most part, answered Bruno
Coppieters from the Free University of
Brussels, regional playershavedrawn all
the wrong lessons from the Kosovo ex-
perience. The conclusion arrived at by
Eduard Shevardnadze, the former Geor-
gian president, remainsthe most troubling
— itisthat “the use of military force re-
mains the most effective instrument to
end the contest of willsin a secessionist
conflict”.

US Deputy Assistant Secretary Of State For European
And Eurasian Affairs Visits Armenia

Continued from page 1

action plan” with NATO.

Bryza added that it is up to the Ar-
menian leadership, which continues to
regard themilitary alliancewith Russiaas
the bedrock of its national security doc-
trine, to decide how far it wantsto go in
deepening military cooperation with the
West. “1 don’t think that the government
of Armenia can move at a pace that for
usistooquick,” hesaid. “But wearevery
happy with the level of cooperation. This
has been a significant year for U.S.-Ar-
menian security cooperation.”

The Bush administration approved
recently $235.6 million in additional eco-
nomic assistance to Armenian under its
Millennium Challenge Account (MCA)
program, saying that the Armenian authori-

ties have addressed U.S. concerns about
their commitment to democracy and good
governance. That commitment was most
recently called into question by their han-
dling of last November’s disputed con-
stitutional referendum.

Matthew J. Bryza assumed his du-
tiesas Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
for European and Eurasian Affairsin June
2005. Inthiscapacity, his primary respon-
sibility is policy oversight and manage-
ment of relations with countries in the
Caucasus, Central Asia, and Southern
Europe regions. He also works with our
Specia Negotiator for Eurasian Conflicts
to advance peaceful settlement of regional
conflictsin Nagorno-Karabakh, Abkhazia,
and South Ossetia and to advance U.S.
energy policy in the regions surrounding
the Black and Caspian Seas.
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Recognized As Attorneys Who Had Profound I mpact
Mark Geragos, VartkesYeghiayan And
Brian Kabateck Receive 2006 CLAY Award

SAN FRANCISCO, March 2, 2006
- Out of morethan 200,000 attorneys Cali-
forniaLawyer Magazine chose attorneys
Mark Geragos, Brian Kabateck and
Vartkes Yeghiayan to be among the few
attorneys which will receive the presti-
giousCaliforniaLawyer Attorney’sof the
Year Awardinlitigation. The CLAY Award
recognizesthose attorneysthroughout the
state whose work has had a profound,
far-reaching impact over the past year.
The attorneys honored changed law,
broke new ground in various practice
areas, and substantially influenced public
policy.

Armenian-American lawyersMark
Geragos, Brian Kabateck and Vartkes
Yeghiayan were recognized for their work
in reaching two settlements of $20 mil-

lion and $17.5 with insurance companies
on behalf of descendants of Armenians
killed during the Armenian Genocide.

Martin Marootian, et al. v. New
York Life Insurance Company and
Kyurkjian, et. a. v. AXA were momen-
tous since they represent the oldest re-
solved cases in U.S. History - 90 years
passed between the events giving rise to
these cases and their settlement. They are
aso the first recorded cases addressing
issuesinvolving the Armenian Genocide.

All three attorneys are of Armenian
decent and descendants of Genocide vic-
tims and survivors. Through these cases,
they feel honored to have helped people
understand the magnitude of the atroci-
ties committed during the Armenian
Genocide.

the ASA has come.”

CSUN Armenian Sudent Association

Sear ching For Past Members

ExecutivesHope To Have MembersFrom Every Year Present
ToCelebrate30Year Anniversary

NORTHRIDGE -- The Armenian Student Association is searching for all
previous Executives and members involved with the organization from 1976 to the
current year. On March 17, 2006, the ASA will celebrate the Anniversary with a
banquet that will take place at the Renaissance Restaurant in Glendale at 7 p.m.

“Our goal isto have at least one table from each year at the banquet to truly
showcase 30 years of the ASA,” said Ani Asatryan, President of the ASA. “It
would be great to have everyone reunite and relive old memories and see how far

The ASA was founded at CSUN in 1976 to promote and encourage the aca-
demic and cultural advancement of CSUN’s growing Armenian student population,
presently standing at over 3,500, about ten percent of the University’s total enroll-
ment. As an organization focused on education, the ASA continues to whol eheart-
edly support the Armenian Studies Program.

“Currently the Armenian Studies Program offers fourteen courses pertaining
to Armenian language, literature, culture, and related subjects,” said Hermine
Mahseredjian, director of the program. “These courses may lead to an Armenian
Minor, aswell as an Armenian Concentration.”

Throughout its existence, the ASA has hosted such events as the annual Ar-
menian Culture and Independence Day, Mosaic of Armenian Arts, Genocide vigils,
and numerous other social and educational activitiesin order to raise awareness of
the Armenian culture within the larger campus community.

Asachartered CSUN organization, theASA, although not the oldest club, has
neverthel ess maintained the longest uninterrupted existence on campus.
tion, the ASA in 2005 received the “ Outstanding Student Organization Award” for
itstireless efforts at and visibility through quality activities.

The celebration will include prominent guests, such as university administra-
tors and city and state officials as well as current and former ASA members and
executives. Presale tickets are on sale now for $60 per student and $85 per adult.
Proceeds will support the ASA and the Armenian Studies Program.

For more information on the 30" Anniversary Banquet, or to reserve your
tickets, please call Prof. Hermine Mahseredjian at (818) 677-7228 or ASA Presi-
dent Ani Asatryan at (818) 618-1299, or visit www.csunasa.org.

In addi-

Baird Piano Trio ToBring A Piece Of CarnegieHall
ToDilijan Series

LOS ANGELES -- The Buffalo-
based Baird Piano Trio will makeitsWest
Coast debut at the Dilijan Chamber Mu-
sic Series’ upcoming concert on March
19, 2006 at the Colburn School’s Zipper
Hall in downtown LosAngeles. The pro-
gram will include Turina's Circulo,
Babajanyan’s Piano Trio (1952), and a
triad of works with a “dream” theme,
which were presented by the Trio at their
CarnegieHall debut in 2004. Two of these
pieces were written for and premiered
by the Baird trio, namely, Vache
Sharafyan’s Dream of Dreams (2003),
and Jonathan Golove's Bad Dreams, or
Seventeenth Murder (2002-04), based on
Dashiell Hammett's novel Red Harvest.
The concert will conclude with Joseph
Haydn’'s remarkable Jacob’s Dream Trio
in E Flat Minor.

The Baird Trio, in residence at the
University of Buffalo, has performed in
recital sthroughout the USA and Canada,
and at festivalsin Buffalo and the Sebago-
Long Lake Chamber Music Festival. The
trio performs awide range of repertoire,
devoting particular attention to rarely

heard and recent original works, as well
as commissioning and premiering new
compositions. The debut album of World
Premiere recordings on the Albany
Records label is scheduled for releasein
the spring of 2007. TheBaird Trio’smem-
bers are pianist Stephen Manes, cellist
Jonathan Golove, and violinist Movses
Pogossian, the Artistic Director of the
Dilijan Series.

Founded by members of the Lark
Musical Society, the Dilijan Chamber Se-
ries is dedicated to showcasing master-
pieces of Western classical music, aswell
as popularizing Armenian chamber mu-
sic. The highly successful inaugural con-
cert of the Series in September featured
the World Premiere of Serenade with a
Dandelion by award-winning composer
Vache Sharafyan, whose works are
championed by Yo Yo Maand Philip Glass,
among others. Tickets for the concert
are available by calling (818) 572-5438,
or at the door. Inquiries can be sent to
press.dilijan@larkmusi cal soci ety.com, or
movses.dilijan@larkmusi cal soci ety.com.

Armenian Theatre Company Presents, In Armenian
ZHANGARK ByAghas Ayvazyan

A contemporary tragedy set in the
immedi ate post-independence Armenia

April 2and 9, 2006 at 7 pm

Stars Theatre

417 N. Brand Blvd. Glendale

Starring:

Rafael Danielian - ViolettaGevorkian
- Takouhi Hakopian- Avetis Khrimian -
Susanna Yegorian - Ronica Manoukian -
Hakop Blikian - Kochar Khachatrian and
Aram Mouradian. Special appearance by
Grikor Ogarian

Directed by Aramazd Stepanian

Designed by Maro Parian

Stage Manager Armineh Ghazarian

Tickets $30 & $40

Discountsfor Mailing List Members
and Groups. (No one refused admission
for lack of funds)

For further information: call (818)
545-4005 or visit our website
www.ArmenianTheatre.org

Notes: Aghas Ayvazyanisanovel-
ist and a screen writer, but above all a
“Natural” playwright. His plays, though
constructed under the guidance of his
great intellect and learning, nevertheless
are driven forward and by emotions and

The Armenian Athletic Association
~ (Homenmen-Glendale)
invites you to laugh and dine on

COMEDY NIGHT

@

Gordon Biersch, Burbank

145 5, San Fernando Rd.*Burbank, 91502
w/ Comedian Lori Tatoulian
Sunday Evening, March 26

Starting at 6PM
Tickets $35 Donation * (818)590-2824
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passions, rather than requirements of plots
and conventional narratives. Much more
of aTennessee Williamsthan say anArthur
Miller.

Zhangark isthe second of hisworks
premiered by Armenian Theatre Company.
We also staged the world premiee of an-
other of his plays, “Dekorner” (Decors)
in 2001. We consider ourselves fortunate
to be able to produce the works of this
genuine master of the stage. We also in-
tend to trandate and stage his works in
English.

Zhangark is a seldom used Arme-
nian word meaning both Twilight and
Rusting.

Armenian Theatre Company is a
professional company staging playsinAr-
menian and in English.

Announcement

With the growing need of
engagement towards the
Armenian youth, the Gaidz
Youth Organization has founded
a new chapter in Glendale.
Meetings are held on a weekly
basis.

For more information please call
818- 242-5064
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Jujunwpunpk pulgnLL['E wnwyhl lu.lJ bpypnppulwl YwupdwpwlhG
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* Uhgliwlupgh bt bphpnppulul Jupdwpwlh nuypnguywpp
Up gulinth 3700 E. Sierra Madre, Pasadena. UG nilh hulwy
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WALLIEB S MIDDLE EAST RESTALURANT
“Where the East Meects the West"

MEDITERRANEAN - LEBANESE FOOD

BANQUET HALL

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT

NAZO,VARTAN,AMIR &
SINGER MUHAMMAD

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS
TEL 626-281-1006 626-587-1048
FAX 626-281-3641

910 E. MAIN ALHAMBRA, CA

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT INTERNATIONAL & ARABIC SHOW

BELLY DANCING

PHOTO/CONCEPT-J/D-2005 TEL (6260 795-4493
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The AGBILT Seuthern California Disivict Committee and the USC Institpie of Armenian Studies are co-sponsering 3 Seminar on the oceasion of AGBL s
Centenmial to address the needs and priorities of Armenia and s Maspory, from the perspective of Ammenian university students and young professionals.
The Organizing Commities is soliciting your ideas on how AGBLU can continue 10 maintain the vibraney of our communities well into il second century of
service to the Armenian people.

Date: Saturday, February 25, 2006, 10 am to 3 pm
Locartion: AGBU Pasadena Center, 2495 E. Mountain Street

Hosrs: AGBU and the USC Institute for Armentan Studies
Lunch and refreshmenis will be served.

More information, including submission form. is on: www.linxlogic.com/aghu/

To request a form via e-mail or hardeopy, please contact: AGRU Pasadena Center, Mrs. Shake Toumayan at (626) T94-T942 or

SToumayanicaghuca. org

All proposals are subject to advance review, Potential speakers are requested to submit a brief, one-page synopsis using the form posted on the
website above.

Deadline for submissions: JTanwary 28, 20006
Kindly RSVF to Mrs, Shake Toumayan at the AGBU Pasadena Center: (626) 794-7942,
Centennial AGBUUSC Seminar Committee

Dr. Mihran Agbabian, Co-Chair (USC), Dr. Vahram Biricik, Co-Chair ( AGBU), Prof. R. Hrair Dekmejian (USC), Mr. Vahe
Imasdounian (AGBU SCDC Chairman), Mr. Hovig Antabian (AGBU ). Mr. Eric Boyajian (AGBU/USC), Prof. Osheen
Keshishian, Mr. Vahe Kuzovan (USC ASA), Dr. Guiragos Minassian { AGBU), Ms, Cynthia Simonian { AGBU), Dr. Harout
Yarhsezian (AGBLD
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Ardavazt Theater presents
“Un Fil A La Patte™

A comedy by French playwright George Feydeu Neppusfd bpblylibpp:
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Mppwp @hnpnoap 10, 2006 Gpbljapub dudp $:30-7:30
Mppwp @hnpouap 24, 2006 Gpblapub dudp $:30-7:30
Mppuwe Mupn 3, 2006 Gpblpmpul dunip 6:30-7:30
Mppuwg Papnl 7, 2006 Bpblnpul dunip 6:30-7:30
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AGBU Alex Mancogian Center, 2495 East Mountain Street, Pasadena, CA 91104
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